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PHAROS

he mission of the Fares Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies at Tufts
University is to create an academic environment for the promotion of
greater understanding of the rich heritage of the Eastern Mediterranean,
and of the significant challenges that this region faces at the beginning of
the twenty-first century. The center acts as a major focus for cross-regional
and cross-cultural analysis, providing a forum for the articulation
of a broad diversity of viewpoints in the belief that this will serve
as an effective means of conflict resolution.
The main countries concerned are Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria,
and the neighboring countries of Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Iran, Iraq,
Israel, and Turkey, together with any other country or region
of the world whose history and politics affect them. The region’s
history and its pivotal role in world politics have attracted the interest
of scholars concerned with fields as diverse as the origins of writing
and the beginnings of modern science. In focusing on the Eastern
Mediterranean, the center is a rich source of current information
and data on the area, encouraging the consideration of policy issues
from an international perspective.

In addition to constituting a valuable resource for Middle East
majors and graduate students in other fields, the university-wide
center’s links to the existing curriculum include collaboration with
a number of schools, departments, and programs at Tufts. Visiting
fellowships are offered annually to prominent and promising scholars
from abroad, who can make significant contributions to the center’s
teaching and research, and its analysis of public policy issues.
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Critical Role for Center
A Letter from Provost Jamshed Bharucha

The center sponsors academic symposia, conferences, and seminars
that enhance its commitment to cross-regional analysis and to the
encouragement of a diversity of voices from within and from outside
the region. It publishes occasional papers and the proceedings of
workshops and conferences on the history, culture, and international
relations of the region.

As the United States finds itself addressing
the complex issues of the Middle East,
informed analysis of U.S. policy in that
region is as essential as ever. In pursuit
of its mission to celebrate the rich cultural
and historical life of the Eastern Mediterranean, the Fares Center for Eastern
Mediterranean Studies has established
itself as a leader in promoting scholarship,
dialogue, and debate on the dynamic
issues unfolding in the Middle East as
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As we are about to launch a universitywide capital campaign, centers such as
the Fares Center will play a critical role.
For example, this past year the Fares
Center brought together experts with a
range of multidiscipli-

DEDICATION OF GIFT TO ISSAM FARES: On November 10, 2004, as part of the Annual Fares Lecture Series,
which featured U.S. Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, the Fares Center presented a gift of appreciation,
designed by artist Nadia Hlibka, to His Excellency Issam M. Fares for his philanthropy and continued
support of the center. Pictured (left to right): Senator Clinton, center director Professor Leila Fawaz, H.E.
Issam M. Fares.

nary training and
professional experience
to participate in a
conference, Engaging
in Dialogue on U.S.

Conference Promotes Dialogue

Foreign Policy. The event provided new
insights and brought to bear multiple
perspectives on the war in Iraq, the IsraeliPalestinian conflict, and other elements
of U.S. policy with regard to the Middle
East. Through this exchange of diverse
viewpoints and a desire to meet the most
pressing challenges facing the region, the
work of the Fares Center contributes to the
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Tufts mission of producing intellectually
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T

he Tufts University conference “Engaging in Dialogue on U.S. Foreign
Policy,” held on November 8 and 9, 2004, just days after the U.S. presidential
election, was convened as a forum that would provide guidance and advice to
a new or returning presidential administration on pressing issues of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East. Breaking news from the region at the onset of the conference attested to its timeliness and import: U.S. and Iraqi military forces launched a
major operation in Fallujah, Iraq, on November 7, while Palestinian Authority President
Yasser Arafat languished in a coma during the course of the conference. These and similar significant events—and their possible consequences for U.S. foreign policy and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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The lighthouse known as Pharos,
considered one of the Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World,
directed ships to the cultural
richness of Alexandria.

SPECIAL GUEST EDITORS:
John Davis, Fletcher ’06, studies international public policy and conflict resolution, with a regional concentration on
the Middle East. In the summer of 2005,
he interned at the Re’ut Institute in Tel
Aviv, a policy institute that provides systemic analysis of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Prior to his arrival at Fletcher,
John served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in the Eastern Caribbean, training
teachers and government officials in the
use of information technology. At Fletcher
he has served as a research assistant at
the Fares Center, a teaching assistant to
various professors, and a member of the
Med Club and Tufts New Initiative for
Middle East Peace. John can be reached
at j.davis@tufts.edu.
Michael Kugelman, Fletcher ’05, studied
U.S. foreign policy, Middle East affairs, and
international media prior to his graduation
from Fletcher in May. He served as research
and teaching assistant to Professor Fawaz
and was a senior and staff editor with
Fletcher’s journal of world affairs, The
Fletcher Forum. He is currently working at
the Woodrow Wilson International Center
for Scholars in Washington, D.C. and can be
reached at Michael.Kugelman@tufts.edu.
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More than ever, students at Tufts University are fascinated
with the critical importance of the Middle East and the
dynamic events unfolding in the region of the Eastern
Mediterranean. With the advent of political change in
Lebanon, elections in Iraq, the renewal of the IsraeliPalestinian peace process, and European negotiations with
Iran over the past year, students are increasingly turning
to the Fares Center as a haven where they can analyze the
issues, share ideas, and engage in dialogue about the region’s history and politics.
It has been liberating for our students to learn about different perspectives on the
Middle East through our annual lecture series, which featured Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton this past year, and our invaluable scholars-in-residence who encourage our students to think deeply. In addition, students have come to know various
aspects of the region through our support for student-run activities, such as Med
Night, and the Med Club Film Series and Roundtable Discussions, as well as through
our fellowship grants for individual student research. Perhaps our greatest endeavor to
stir students’ curiosity came with our conference “Engaging in Dialogue on U.S.
Foreign Policy,” which brought experts from around the globe to discuss and debate
the most essential policy issues facing the U.S. in the Middle East.
With these activities, the Fares Center seeks to promote tolerance and insight as we
engage our students in understanding the region of the Eastern Mediterranean. Through
the generosity of His Excellency Issam M. Fares and Trustee Fares I. Fares and under
the vision and leadership of President Bacow and Provost Bharucha, we will continue to
promote our mission of bridging opposing views by lighting the path to understanding.
Leila Fawaz
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curious, compassionate, and worldly
students who will be best prepared
for leadership. Among the top priorities
of the Office of the Provost are to
develop the best students, to enhance
the diversity of our community, and
to find innovative ways of integrating
teaching and scholarship. Under the
leadership of Professor Leila Fawaz,
the Fares Center plays an essential role
in accomplishing these goals and,
further, strengthens society by developing our students into enlightened
leaders who will be positioned to tackle

Photography by John Davis, Noel Dalati,
Mark Morelli, and Bethany Versoy.
Illustration by Shannon Abbey.
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some of the world’s most important
challenges.
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Tufts Daily Interview
In April 2005, the Tufts Daily, Tufts’
student newspaper, published a feature
on H. E. Issam M. Fares, who spoke
optimistically about Lebanon’s future,
predicting a peaceful period in the country
following Syria’s withdrawal and envisioning
Syria playing a positive role in Lebanese
politics. Mr. Fares averred that peaceful
coexistence among Lebanon’s Sunnis,
Shiites, and Christians—particularly in
the post-September 11, 2001 world—
demonstrates a victory for civilizational
dialogue and could set a global example
for the feasibility of Muslim-Christian
coexistence.

Clockwise from top left: Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton and H.E. Issam M. Fares; Senator Clinton; Fletcher School Dean Stephen W. Bosworth and Sally Phelps

U.S. Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton Delivers
11th Annual Fares Lecture at Tufts

O

n November 11, 2004,
U.S. Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton spoke
about the need for U.S.
re-engagement in the
Middle East at the 11th Annual Fares
Lecture at Tufts University. Introduced
by H.E. Issam M. Fares, former deputy
prime minister of Lebanon and Tufts
trustee emeritus, Tufts President Lawrence
S. Bacow, and Fares Center Director Leila
Fawaz, Senator Clinton acknowledged the
region has been the “crucible of great conflicts of our time,” but said that working
toward peace was a necessity. “We may be
at a unique historical moment in the
Middle East,” Clinton told a crowd of
5,100. “What happens in the Middle East
has profound and direct implications for
global peace and security.”
In introducing Clinton, His Excellency
Issam Fares urged the U.S. to mend its

relations with eastern Mediterranean
nations. Clinton agreed with these sentiments and expressed her hopes that the
Bush administration would take the death
of Yasser Arafat as an opportunity to restart
efforts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian
crisis. “I would hope that our president
and his administration will put the IsraeliPalestinian issue on the front burner of
American foreign policy again,” she said.
Securing Iraq should also be a top priority, Clinton said, stating “we know we
have to succeed in Iraq.” But the U.S.,
Clinton suggested, should also focus more
on pressing international threats from
North Korea and in Iran. “With so much
at stake we should be more active in support of the European dialogue with Iran.”
While reiterating the United States’
longtime support of Israel and praising its
shared democratic values, Clinton asserted
that those values are not exclusive. “The
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dream of democracy and human rights is
one that belongs to all in the Middle
East,” Clinton said, adding that “borders
may separate the lands of the Middle East
but their futures are intertwined.”
The issue of women in politics was
also highlighted in her address.
“Women’s rights are human rights,” she
said, observing that the recent inclusion
of a female candidate for president in
Afghanistan “puts Afghanistan’s women
ahead of America’s women.”
The Fares Lecture Series, administered
by the Fares Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies, was established in 1992 to
foster greater understanding of issues concerning the Middle East. It is supported by
an endowment from the Fares Foundation.
Previous speakers include Colin Powell,
William Jefferson Clinton, George H.W.
Bush, Margaret Thatcher, George Mitchell,
and Valery Giscard d’Estaing.

The Fares Center

Med Club Activities ‘04-’05

O

n December 4, 2004, the Med Club, Fletcher’s student club for the
Eastern Mediterranean region, once again dazzled the Fletcher School
community with its Med Night extravaganza. Over 200 attendees
sampled sumptuous Mediterranean food and enjoyed a variety of performances by students from around the region, ranging from recitations of Iraqi poetry to a sampling of Armenian song, and from flamenco dancing to belly
dancing. According to Med Club President Rudy Jaafar, the goal of Med Night was “to
bring together the Mediterranean cultures at Fletcher in a night of celebration and fun.”
In addition to this night of cultural expression demonstrating the diversity of the
region, the Med Club engages in other activities that help bring the history, politics,
culture, and society of the Mediterranean region to the attention of the Fletcher
School community. Monthly roundtable discussions at the Fares Center have featured
faculty moderators and student panelists presenting various perspectives on conflicts
and political issues in the region, such as the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between
Armenia and Azerbaijan; prospects for peace between Israelis and Palestinians; and
Turkey’s application for admission into the European Union. The Med Club’s film
series has also been extremely active this past year, showing a variety of films from the
region, including West Beirut, Divine Intervention, The Message, and Promises.
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Engaging with Foreign Publics
MICHAEL KUGELMAN, FLETCHER ‘05

T

he Honorable William A. Rugh is an
Associate at the Institute for the Study
of Diplomacy at Georgetown University.
From 1995 to 2003, he served as CEO
of AMIDEAST, and he remains a board
member. His career in the U.S. Foreign Service
includes the posts of U.S. Ambassador to Yemen and
the United Arab Emirates. Ambassador Rugh, who
participated in the conference “Engaging in Dialogue
on U.S. Foreign Policy” at Tufts last November (see
p. 1), sat down with Michael Kugelman (F ’05) in
Washington, D.C., last February for a discussion of
American public diplomacy. Excerpts are presented here.
Michael Kugelman: Public diplomacy is
a major buzz phrase in U.S. foreign policy
circles today, particularly in regard to the
Middle East. How exactly do you define it,
and why are we hearing so much about it?
William Rugh: After 9/11 I think it
became fashionable to talk about public
diplomacy because people were concerned
about our image abroad declining [...].
My definition of public diplomacy is a
U.S. government program designed to
inform foreign public opinion about
American policies and basic characteristics of American society, including our
political and economic systems.
MK: While public diplomacy, as you see
it, emphasizes the informing of foreign
publics about U.S. policies, how much
importance do you feel the United States
should place on the art of listening?

WR: That’s crucial. [...] First of all, in
order to know what to say to be effective
to the audience, you have to know what
it’s thinking. You have to understand its
mindset. You have to know what it’s criticizing about America, what it likes
about America, and the specific problems
it has with American policy and society
and so on. And unless you address those
specific ideas that are in [the audience’s]
mind, it’s not going to pay any attention.
Secondly, listening and asking [for] its
opinion and views opens an honest dialogue and conveys respect for the other
person. This increases understanding and
increases his or her willingness to listen
to you if you have listened to them.
For example, when I talk about
American foreign policy I listen very
carefully to their criticism and try to
respond as specifically as I can to it.
Often an Arab critic will say that
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American media are all controlled by
Zionists so it is impossible for the
American public to hear the Arab point
of view. (That is not an opinion one
hears in the United States.) My response
is usually to deny their flat assertion and
say that by and large the American
media try to be objective and they are
open to all opinions including Arab.
MK: Back in April 2004, you testified to
the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on
International Relations and Terrorism,
during which you recommended that
instead of focusing on U.S.-sponsored
new media such as Radio Sawa and the
al-Hurra television station, U.S. public
diplomacy efforts in the Middle East
should instead access existing Arab media
to engage, explain, and educate audiences
about U.S. foreign policies. Do you think
such a shift in focus has occurred?

WR: No, unfortunately not. […] There is
a stereotype of some Arab media—particularly al-Jazeera—that they are so hostile that they are hopeless, and that we
should boycott them and avoid dealing
with them. I think that’s a tactical error
[…] access to al-Jazeera and the other
satellite television stations is possible by
American officials and other Americans.
I have given many interviews on Arab
television including for al-Jazeera and alArabiya, and most of them have been in
Arabic. Often I hear afterwards from
friends and acquaintances in the Middle
East that they have seen me and they
appreciated that what I have said was
from an American point of view yet it
reflected an understanding and appreciation of Arab opinion.
If we ignore it, we’re ignoring the
most important outlet in the Arab world.
More people watch al-Jazeera in the Arab
world than any other TV outlet. To have
a self-imposed boycott means we exclude
ourselves from the discussion. I would
urge American officials to do everything
we can to participate in al-Jazeera and
the other satellite TV stations in order to
reach Arab public opinion.
[So] the trend has been recently to
avoid al-Jazeera and instead try to reach
Arab audiences with al-Hurra, which is
an American-controlled station. That will
only work if people watch al-Hurra, and
people are not […]. The viewership of alHurra is very small, so as a practical matter, it doesn’t make sense to put all our
eggs in the al-Hurra basket, and ignore
the channel that reaches the audience.
Al-Hurra is a friendly station because it’s
U.S.-government controlled. But that
makes [viewers] even more skeptical of it.

[…] Al-Jazeera covers American news—
as far as I can tell—better than al-Hurra.
So unless al-Hurra really improves its
quality to attract foreign audiences, it’s
not going to do much. And even if it did,
we should be trying harder to get on the
other channels. [...]
MK: Speaking of al-Jazeera, what do you
feel is the effect that the relatively recent
proliferation of satellite TV in the Middle
East will have on public diplomacy?
WR: Well, it makes the job more difficult.
Fifteen years ago, before there was any
al-Jazeera or any Arab satellite television,
essentially all Arab television was controlled by Arab governments and followed strict rules in each country. So if
the country was friendly to the United
States in its foreign policy—like Egypt,
Jordan, or Saudi Arabia—then the TV
was relatively friendly to the United
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States, and we didn’t worry too much
[…]. It wasn’t as problematic as alJazeera is, which is completely free to
criticize not only the United States but
Arab governments. […]
MK: Some analysts have cast U.S. public
diplomacy as a key player in the current
“battle of ideas” fought between those
who harbor a fundamental hatred for the
U.S. and those who, though they may
disagree with U.S. policies, do not harbor
such hatred. These analysts argue that
U.S. public diplomacy efforts must work
with this more moderate group to help
defeat the more perceived hard-liners.
Do you agree with this strategy?
WR: Generally, yes, in the sense that if
you think about foreign public opinion,
there are different attitudes we have to
deal with. There is a very small group of
people [that is] very hostile to everything
we stand for, and they are supporting
Osama bin Laden. They are supporting
violence against the United States, and
they are probably unreachable by any
public diplomacy effort—there isn’t
much we can do to change that. But
that’s a very small minority. The vast
majority of people are either basically
friendly to us, or they are neutral. It’s
those audiences that we need to focus on.
The audience that is most important to
us [consists of ] the opinion leaders in foreign countries: editorial writers, owners of
newspapers, television personalities, television editors, university professors, prominent personalities in cultural fields, and, of
course, government leaders. In engaging
opinion leaders in the Middle East, I find
that the ones who have spent some time in

The Fares Center

Engaging with Foreign Publics
the United States, especially as students,
are much easier to talk to than those who
have never been here. Both groups are
likely to have criticisms of America, but
the criticisms of the people who have been
here are usually much more reasonable and
moderate, because they usually have a
good understanding of American society
and culture. They are easier to talk to
because they understand references to
American institutions and practices without my having to explain them, so we start
the discussion on a more advanced level.
MK: What about the general population
who may not have been Western-educated? Wouldn’t they be important as well?
WR: They’re very important, but you reach
them primarily through the channels of
international broadcasting and through
secondary means […]. If you can persuade
your primary audience—that is to say,
[opinion leaders such as] the newspaper
editor—to come to the United States,
have a visit to Congress, travel around the
U.S., and write a series of articles about
America, that editor is your primary target
who is helping you reach the mass audience: the people who read the newspaper.
So you don’t have to bring thousands of
people to the United States. You can
bring one editor. And that editor in turn
will help carry your message or a message
about America to a foreign audience. […]
MK: Do you think there’s any hope for
public diplomacy to repair the U.S. image
in the Middle East, to improve it among
the opinion leaders you’ve mentioned and
among the general populace of the region?
WR: Yes, I’m optimistic it can be turned
around. It won’t happen immediately. […]

Ambassador Rugh’s edited
anthology on public diplomacy,
Engaging the Arab and Islamic
Worlds through Public Diplomacy,
was published by the Public
Diplomacy Council in late 2004.

Public diplomacy is a long-term process;
it’s not a quick fix. It will be years’ worth
of work for us to deal with the problems
that have arisen in the Middle East and
other parts of the world. The Middle East
has become an area where there’s a high
degree of criticism, greater than any time I
can remember in the past, of our policies.
But there’s a fundamental positive attitude
toward America in general as distinct
from our policy.
When I was Deputy Chief of Mission
at the U.S. Embassy in Syria, I usually
accompanied Ambassador [Robert]
Paganelli when he met with Foreign
Minister [Abdul Halim] Khaddam.
Khaddam was consistently a very harsh
critic of U.S. policy, from our support for
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CONTINUED...

Israel to our opposition to Syrian policy
in Lebanon. He was relentless in attacking us on policy issues, and he had been
in his job so long that he remembered
many past conversations with previous
American ambassadors, which he quoted
to us selectively to make his points. I
cannot remember a time when he said
anything nice about our policy. Yet he
sent his sons to study in the United
States because he felt American universities offered the best education in the
world, as he freely admitted.
So it’s not a hopeless exercise to work
on the long-term effort to help bridge
the gap between American thinking and
Middle Eastern thinking.
Arab lack of understanding about
America is more than matched by
American lack of understanding of Arab
culture and society, for several reasons.
First, the U.S. is a superpower with
worldwide involvement, while each of
the Arab states is quite small economically and politically in comparison, so it
is natural that Arabs pay more attention
to us than we do to them. Second, many
Arabs understand English, while very
few Americans know Arabic, so the language barrier works against us. Third,
many Arabs watch American television—several U.S. TV channels are available in the Middle East—and even read
American publications—there is an
Arabic Newsweek—while few Americans
ever see Arab media. Fourth, Arabs see
American websites but there are almost
no Arab websites that Americans look at.
Fifth, there are tens of thousands of
Arab students in America but only a few
hundred American students in the Arab
world. Finally, professional and touristic
travel in our direction is much greater
than from here to there.

International Conference
Held in June
The conference “States and Societies in Search of a Future: From
Independence Until the Present” was held June 14-18 as part of an international week of Middle Eastern studies at La Maison Méditerranéene des
Sciences de l’Homme at the Université de Provence. The event was cosponsored by the Fares Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies.
The theme of the conference was based on two premises. The first is that
the present is intimately connected with the past, sometimes the relatively
remote past, a fact often obscured because of the overwhelming influence
of political commentary and the mass media. The second is that, while
decolonization enabled the states of the Middle East to assert their specific
personalities and allowed for new social actors to appear on the political
stage, there was no fundamentally “New Deal” for the region.
Many aspects of the profound
impact of the colonial period
have persisted into the independent states.
The group of conference
invitees consisted mainly of historians but also included social
scientists in the five-day discussion of these significant features
of the Middle East in the late
twentieth century. Both themes,
which originate in the Mandate
period, present genuine research
agendas for the post-independence period, questioning the
past and present complexity
of the situations and actors
concerned and hence attracting
the interest of historians. The
topics were chosen in context
to their relevance to problems
of the period marking the end
of World War II and of the
present day.
Individual sessions were devoted to critical discussion of the seminal
works of Arab and Western historiography of the twentieth-century Middle
East; the decolonization of the Arab Middle East focusing on internal political configurations within Palestine, Lebanon, and Iraq; cultural heritage and
nation-building; economic models and strategies; and popular mobilization
and the identification of mediators between society and the state.
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Issam Fares Offers Grant
to Establish Institute
for Public Policy and
International Affairs
at the American
University of Beirut
On December 14, 2004, the Fares
Foundation presented a gift to the
American University of Beirut (AUB)
Campaign for Excellence to establish
the Issam Fares Institute for Public
Policy and International Affairs at AUB.
The institute will be devoted to encouraging the development of knowledge,
research, analysis, and critical thinking
to inform and enrich debates on public
policy and international affairs and to
promote good governance to serve the
best interests of the people of Lebanon
and the Middle East.
“The study and promotion of
informed public policy and international
affairs are vital to the Middle East,” said
former Tufts trustee His Excellency Issam
M. Fares.“With the creation of this public
policy institute at the American
University of Beirut, which has long been
the educational heart of Lebanon and
the region, the University will be able to
encourage more debate and research on
international affairs and state policy.”
Research activities will highlight issues
relating to the environment, public
health, agriculture, urban planning, and
energy policy in addition to traditional
areas such as economics, development,
governance, and international relations.

The Fares Center

Affiliated Lectures and Conferences
School of Government, Kristol went to work in government in
1985, serving as chief of staff to Education Secretary William J.
Bennett during the Reagan Administration, and then as chief
of staff to Vice President Dan Quayle under the first President
Bush. Later he became the leader of the Project for the
Republican Future.

Lecture and Presentation
by Turkish Artist
On March 28, 2005, the Department of Art and Art History,
Center for Interdisciplinary Studies, Middle Eastern Studies
Program, and Fares Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies
at Tufts University cosponsored a lecture and presentation
titled “Revival of the Ottoman Style: Tezhip Illuminations
and Miniature Paintings” by Turkish artist Muhammadi Zuhal
Karamanli.
Karamanli, who was trained in artistic instruction at the
Topkapi Palace in Istanbul, Turkey, specializes in both original
miniatures and calligraphy. She is known as a “muzehibe,” an
artist who focuses primarily in the Tezhip art form of manuscript illumination.
Her presentation featured sixteen pieces, most of which are
clearly influenced by Islam, though some portray Turkishinfluenced depictions of dragons. Some of her works, whether
embellishments or miniatures, were pictorial expressions of
Qur’anic verses. For example, one piece used the opening verse of
the Qur’an, the Bismillah, and crafted it into the shape of a bird.

WILLIAM KRISTOL

William Kristol Lecture
A near-capacity crowd gathered at Tufts’ ASEAN Auditorium
on April 11, 2005 to hear Weekly Standard editor William
Kristol, an American political commentator and columnist who
espouses conservative politics, speak about what he called a new
era of American foreign policy that began on September 11,
2001. The lecture, cosponsored by the Fares Center, was part of
the Charles Francis Adams Lecture Series.
“When historians look back at the last 50, 60 years, they will
probably divide international politics into three eras,” Kristol said,
naming them the Cold War, the 1990s, and the post-September
11 eras. At the dawn of each new era, he said, “Things change.
Things change more than you expect . . . and it takes a long
time for people to reorient themselves intellectually, politically.”
“The extent to which you keep getting surprised in the
early years of a new foreign policy era needs to be remembered,” he said. “To the degree that one sees chaotic decision
making . . . we’re dealing with threats that no one even saw
two years ago, much less four years ago.”
After teaching political philosophy and American politics
at the University of Pennsylvania and Harvard’s Kennedy

C. A. Bayly Lecture
On April 7, 2005, Christopher A. Bayly, the Vere Harmsworth
Professor of Imperial and Naval History at the University of
Cambridge and a member of the Fares Center Academic
Committee, delivered a plenary lecture, “Liberalism at Large:
Transformations in Indian Political Thought” for a South Asian
History Workshop at Tufts University titled “An Agenda for
South Asian Intellectual History.” The workshop was cosponsored by the Fares Center, the Dean’s Office of the School of
Arts and Sciences, the Center for South Asian and Indian
Ocean Studies, and the Tufts History Department.
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Recent Research on Bilad al-Sham,
1517–1920: Studies in Honor of
Abdul-Karim Rafeq
A conference cosponsored by the Fares Center, held in Beirut and
Damascus from May 28 to June 3, 2004, brought together some
thirty scholars working on the premodern history of Bilad alSham, the large region of Greater Syria, which consisted of
Palestine, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon. They presented their
research within a general framework of honoring colleague
Abdul-Karim Rafeq, a member of the Fares Center Academic
Committee. The conference and the subsequent publication of
its proceedings presented the state of the art in studies of Bilad
al-Sham, an Arabic term that signifies the land on the left, referring to its location relative to the Arabian peninsula when facing
the rising sun (with al-Yaman,“the [land on the] right,” on one’s
right). At the same time, the conference provided the opportunity for the field to pay homage to one of the most outstanding
and respected historians of the region.
The history of the Arab provinces of the Ottoman Empire has
traditionally been neglected by historians of the region. A
renewal of interest in this under-investigated region and time
period was sparked by the work of Abdul-Karim Rafeq, one of the
very first historians to give a systematic and dispassionate
account of various aspects of Arab history in Bilad al-Sham under
Ottoman rule, starting with his Ph.D. research at the University of
London, which culminated in The Province of Damascus,
1723–1783 (Beirut 1966). Over a long career he has produced a
substantial body of work, which has formed the basis of subsequent research and studies by others.
The institutions that traditionally host and sponsor the conference, the Orient-Institute in Beirut and the Institut Français du
Proche Orient in Damascus, both have an abiding interest in promoting cooperative research activities and in closely collaborating with colleagues from local universities and research
institutions. The Fares Center is proud to have joined these two
institutions and the History Department and Middle East Center
of the University of Utah, Salt Lake City, as an organizer and cosponsor of this important conference.
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in Iraq. Conference participants—a
diverse range of academics, diplomats,
and journalists from the Middle East,
South Asia, and the United States—
strove to provide recommendations for
the second Bush administration as it set
out to develop its foreign policy for a
region in which American involvement
is inevitable and whose events on the
ground continue to change by the day.

Common Themes
AMBASSADOR DJEREJIAN

engagement in the Middle East—were
regularly invoked throughout the two-day
conference, which featured panel discussions on U.S. citizenship and engagement,
the Palestinian-Israeli peace process,
American public diplomacy, and the war

Several core themes emerged during
the two-day event. Among them are the
following:
The link between effective U.S. policy in the
Middle East and successful public diplomacy.
Policies—especially those that focus on
engagement in the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict, Middle East governance, and

realistic solutions for Iraq—can influence
the U.S. image abroad as much as a successful public diplomacy that listens to,
engages, and informs foreign opinion.
The importance of historical lessons and the
need for American foreign policy-makers to
consider past history and politics when formulating policy. From Shiism in Iraq to popular sentiment in Iran, and from the impact
of American support for the mujahidin in
Afghanistan to the volatility of post-conflict situations in the 1990s, U.S. policymakers must have a broader, more accurate
cognizance of historical and current realities
in the Middle East and the Muslim world.
The high value of expert views in the formation of foreign policy. Experts can provide valuable information and knowledge
that foreign policy-makers may not pos-

Session I:“Building a More Informed and Engaged
American Citizenry”
SPEAKER: The Honorable John Shattuck, Chief Executive
Officer, John F. Kennedy Library Foundation
CHAIR: Robert Hollister, Dean, Tufts University College of
Citizenship

Dinner Lecture:“The Struggle for Ideas in the Middle East”
SPEAKER: The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian, Founding
Director, James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy, Rice
University
CHAIR: Jamshed Bharucha, Provost and Senior Vice President,
Tufts University

Session II:“Promoting Middle East Peace”
SPEAKERS: Sari Nusseibeh, President and Professor of
Philosophy, Al-Quds University; David J. Greene, Acting
Director of the Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs, Bureau
of Near Eastern Affairs, United States Department of State;
Naomi Chazan, Professor of Political Science and African
Studies, The Hebrew University
CHAIR: Jeswald W. Salacuse, Henry J. Braker Professor of Law,
The Fletcher School, Tufts University

Session III:“Communicating with the Arab World”
SPEAKERS: Hisham Melhem, Washington, D.C. Bureau Chief,
An-Nahar; The Honorable William A. Rugh, Associate, Institute
for the Study of Diplomacy, Georgetown University; The
Honorable Edward P. Djerejian, Founding Director, James A.
Baker III Institute for Public Policy, Rice University
CHAIR: Mark Tessler, Samuel J. Eldersveld Collegiate Professor
of Political Science, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
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sess to as high a degree or on as deep a
level. Tapping into the knowledge bases
of experts can contribute to more sustainable foreign policies that truly reflect
realities on the ground.
Session I:“Building a More Informed
and Engaged American Citizenry”
This introductory session assessed the
level of American engagement in foreign
affairs, with the John F. Kennedy Library
Foundation’s John Shattuck asserting
that the September 11, 2001 attacks have
helped boost the U.S. citizenry’s desire
for global engagement and multilateralism to levels unseen since World War II.
Ambassador Shattuck contemplated
whether the new Bush administration
would parlay this U.S. public sentiment
in favor of engagement into a more multilateral foreign policy.

Session II:“Promoting Middle East
Peace”
This session weighed in on the
Palestinian-Israeli peace process.
Sari Nusseibeh of al-Quds University
commended Palestinian and Israeli
grassroots efforts to attain future peace,
noting how American and European
engagement can capitalize on these local
initiatives. The U.S. State Department’s
David J. Greene affirmed the U.S. government’s continued support for a twostate solution, with each side living in
peace and security, and he guaranteed
American efforts to help work toward
its attainment. Hebrew University’s
Naomi Chazan, observing how the
Palestinian leadership change and Gaza
disengagement plan have brought
about a certain fluidity, urged all sides
to take immediate action.

Luncheon Lecture:“Can Truth Figure in Dialogue on
American Foreign Policy in the Middle East?”
SPEAKER: Ian Lustick, Bess W. Heyman Professor of Political
Science, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
CHAIR: Ali Banuazizi, President, Middle East Studies
Association, and Professor of Psychology and Co-director,
Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies Program, Boston College

Dinner Lecture:“The Struggle for Ideas
in the Middle East”
The Honorable Edward Djerejian of
Rice University’s Institute for Public
Policy, who chaired the Congressionally
mandated U.S. State Department’s 2003
Advisory Group on Public Diplomacy
in the Arab and Muslim World, stressed
the importance of coupling U.S. public
diplomacy with effective U.S. policy in
the Middle East. Such policies must promote good governance and political and

Session V:“Learning Lessons From Iraq”
SPEAKERS: Juan R.I. Cole, Professor of History, University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor; Richard H. Shultz, Professor of
International Politics,The Fletcher School,Tufts University;
The Honorable Barbara Bodine, Executive Director, Middle
Eastern Governance Initiative, Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs, John F. Kennedy School of Government,
Harvard University
CHAIR: Stephen W. Van Evera, Professor of Political Science,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Session IV:“Engaging in Dialogue with the Muslim World”
SPEAKERS: John L. Esposito, University Professor of Religion
and International Affairs and Professor of Islamic Studies,
Georgetown University; Vali R. Nasr, Professor of Middle East
and South Asia Politics, Department of National Security
Affairs, Naval Postgraduate School; Feroz Ahmad, Adjunct
Professor of Diplomatic History, The Fletcher School, Tufts
University; Ayesha Jalal, Professor of History, Tufts University
CHAIR: Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of Oceanic History
and South Asian Affairs, Harvard University

Concluding Remarks
SPEAKER: The Honorable Ghassan Tuéni, Editor-in-Chief,
An-Nahar
CHAIR: The Honorable Richard Murphy, Hasib J. Sabbagh
Senior Fellow for the Middle East, Council on Foreign
Relations
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University, while acknowledging the challenges public diplomacy faces, nevertheless highlighted its importance in
securing international public opinion.
Ambassador Djerejian trumpeted the
merits of a U.S. public diplomacy that listens to as well as engages foreign citizens
and that employs initiatives affording a
workable balance of security and access.

Shawna Bucaram Zard, Tufts alumna
’90, and her husband Assaad Zard
generously donated magnificent roses
flown in from Ecuador for the Fares
Conference “Engaging in Dialogue on
U.S. Foreign Policy.”

economic reform in the Middle East,
engagement in the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict, and an Iraq solution that produces a stable, representative government.
Session III:“Communicating with the
Arab World”
This panel addressed the broad issue of
U.S. public diplomacy and its impact in
the Arab world. Hisham Melhem of
Lebanon’s An-Nahar contended that both
Americans and Arabs must limit stereotypes of the other and be more introspective and self-critical, yet averred that such
adjustments are insufficient without
effective U.S. policies. The Honorable
William Rugh of the Institute for the
Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown

Luncheon Lecture:“Can Truth Figure
in Dialogue on American Foreign
Policy in the Middle East?”
The University of Pennsylvania’s Ian
Lustick issued a call for more inclusion of
expert views in U.S. Mideast policy, theorizing that their presence in foreign policymaking narrows the gap between private
belief and public knowledge that prevails
in discussions on the Middle East.
Session IV:“Engaging in Dialogue with
the Muslim World”
On this panel, John L. Esposito of
Georgetown University asserted that
successful dialogue must flow from
American foreign policies that are
mindful of the perception that American
values are not reflected in U.S. Mideast
policy. The Naval Postgraduate School’s
Vali Nasr and Tufts University’s Ayesha
Jalal faulted U.S. foreign policy for lacking an understanding of events on the
ground in Iran and South Asia, respectively, and stressed the need for better
understanding of such matters as a prerequisite for improved dialogue. Feroz
Ahmad of Tufts University identified key
events of the past few decades that
impacted U.S. engagement with the
Middle East, noting that the United
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States failed to think through the longterm global ramifications of its support
of the mujahidin fighters in Afghanistan.
Session V:“Learning Lessons From Iraq”
This final session used the ongoing events
in Iraq as a case study for current U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East. Each panelist identified areas in which U.S.
policy-makers have gone wrong. The
University of Michigan’s Juan Cole
alleged that the United States has failed
to understand the intricacies of Shiite politics. Tufts University’s Richard H. Shultz
pinpointed U.S. military mistakes, including insufficient planning for the postwar
period and the failure to develop fully a
plan for the new Iraqi military. Harvard
University’s Barbara Bodine—appointed
in 2003 as U.S. coordinator for post-conflict reconstruction in Baghdad—faulted
the Department of Defense (DOD) for
failing to protect the security of individual
Iraqis in the immediate post-intervention
period and lamented the misplaced preintervention assumptions held by senior
civilian DOD officials.
Concluding Remarks
An-Nahar’s Editor-in-Chief Ghassan
Tuéni brought the conference to an end
with a call for global engagement, noting
how multilateralism can work in the fight
against terrorism. He identified the United
Nations as best equipped to provide a
framework for cooperation among nations
that can create the conditions leading to
the eradication of terrorism’s roots.
This text has been generated from prior
published conference summaries.

Astier Almedom,
Henry R. Luce
Professor in Science
and Humanitarianism,
and her research team
in Eritrea collaborated
with the Romero Lab (Tufts Biology
Department) to investigate cortisol concentration as a biological marker of
maternal stress. Their short report was
published in the American Journal of
Human Biology (May/June 2005).
Eileen Babbitt,
assistant professor of
international politics
at the Fletcher School,
has two publications
forthcoming this year:
a book co-edited with Hurst Hannum
titled Negotiating Self Determination
(Lanham, MD: Lexington Books) and
a book titled Principled Peace: Conflict
Resolution and Human Rights in IntraState Conflict (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press). Professor Babbitt
attended the International Studies
Association Annual Meeting, from
March 1-5 in Honolulu, and participated
as a panel chair and discussant on the
“Peacebuilding After Peace Accords”
panel and as a roundtable co-chair for the
“Human Rights and Diplomacy: Partners
or Adversaries in Managing Intra-State
Conflict?” roundtable.
Peter Der Manuelian
is a lecturer in
Egyptology in the
Tufts Classics
Department and the
Giza Archives Project

director at the Museum of Fine Arts
(MFA), Boston. Dr. Der Manuelian has
recently launched, after four years of
work and support from the Mellon
Foundation, the Giza Archives Project
website (www.mfa.org/giza, or
www.gizapyramids.org). This puts close
to 38,000 items from the Harvard-MFA
excavations at the Giza pyramids
(1902-1942) on the Internet for free
scholarly use, including 22,000 photos,
3,000 diary pages, 3,000 object register
books pages, 10,000 maps and plans,
and 200 free Giza books and articles.

Over 80 Tufts students have contributed
to this project.
Lucy Der Manuelian,
who holds the Arthur
H. Dadian and Ara
Oztemel Professorship
of Armenian Art and
Architectural History,
continued her work on the restoration and
preservation of five medieval churches in
the Republic of Armenia, which are of
international significance for the history of
religious architecture. Her project was

Ayesha Jalal Awarded Carnegie
Corporation Fellowship Grant
Ayesha Jalal, professor of history at Tufts and director
of the Center for South Asian and Indian Ocean
Studies, has been selected as a Fellow in the
Carnegie Corporation of New York Scholars Program
for her work on the meanings of jihad in South Asia.
Beginning this year, the Carnegie Scholars
Program will support individual scholars conducting
research that relates to intellectual and policy developments in Islam and Muslim communities.
Titled “Partisans of Allah: Meanings of Jihad in South Asia,” Professor
Jalal’s project explores why the ethical connotations of jihad were lost sight
of in the haze of political battles within the Muslim community and the
imperatives of conquest by temporal rulers in the name of Islam. Using historical, legal, and literary sources, the research traces the development of the
idea from the inception of Islam to the present. The spatial and temporal
contours of the analysis are provided by the Indian social and political scene
before, during, and after British colonial rule. Based on original scholarly
research, Partisans of Allah will be a 100,000-word book written in a style
accessible to the interested nonspecialist. It will provide fresh insights into
intellectual developments within Islam, with particular reference to the history of Muslims in South Asia, and make a much-misunderstood yet key concept in Islam intelligible to the public.
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made possible by the second of two
$50,000 foundation grants awarded to her.
While in Armenia, she presented slide
lectures and talks at the British Embassy,
the University of Michigan’s Armenian
Studies Summer Session, the University
of Moscow’s Summer Program, and the
Peace Corps headquarters in Yerevan.
Her paper titled “The Field of Medieval
Armenian Art and Architecture: Reflections on Its Recent Past, Present and
Future,” presented on the panel “The
Role of the University Chairs” at the 2002
international conference sponsored by
Harvard’s Department of Near Eastern
Studies and the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research, was
published in Rethinking Armenian Studies,
Past Present and Future, a special issue of
the Journal of Armenian Studies (vol. 7/2).
Assistant Professor of
Arabic Amira El-Zein
participated in two
conferences this academic year: the
November MESA
conference in San Francisco where she
presented a paper on the Palestinian poet
Mahmud Darwish titled “Land and
Poem Are One,” and a conference devoted
to the Arabian Nights, held at Harvard
University on April 22-23, where she presented a paper on the relationship between
supernatural beings and humans in the
Nights. El-Zein published an article in
February in the journal Connaissance des
religions titled “Humains et djinns en
islam. Similarités et différence.” She also
contributed the chapter “The Hidden
Script in the Arabian Nights” in the forthcoming book Fiction and the Like in

Medieval Islam (Leiden: Brill Academic
Publishers, 2006). Finally, El-Zein is
currently finishing her book on Jinn
among Humans in Islam: The Hidden
and the Manifest, which will be published
by Syracuse University Press next year.
Lawrence Gianinno, research professor
in the Eliot-Pearson Department of Child
Development, has begun a series of studies in the Boston metropolitan area to
determine what children of recent immigrants understand about their economic
world and what the everyday economic
practices are in which they engage. The
research seeks also to identify the familyand community-related experiences that
influence the development of this kind of
understanding and behavior. Initial studies
in this program of research are supported
by a $200,000 grant from the William T.
Grant Foundation. These studies focus on
the children of Lebanese immigrants who
are members of the area’s Maronite and
Muslim communities. The goal of these
studies, the first to systematically examine
the relationship that ethnicity and religion
may play in shaping the economic values
and practices of children of immigrants, is
to inform parents and teachers of the children of immigrants about how they can
help children develop the perspective and
skills needed to function competently and
productively in today’s increasingly competitive economic world.
Eva Hoffman,
associate professor of
art history, is continuing her book project
on cross-cultural studies in the medieval
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Mediterranean world. In the spring
of 2005, her study “Christian-Islamic
Encounters on Thirteenth-Century
Ayyubid Metalwork: Local Culture,
Authenticity and Memory,” was published
in Gesta ( Journal of the International
Center of Medieval Art) 43/2, pp. 129-42.
Associate Professor Ina Baghdiantz
McCabe, Darakjian Jafarian Chair of
Armenian History, has just published
Diaspora Entrepreneurial Networks: Four
Centuries of History, a co-edited volume
with Gelina Harlaftis (University of
Corfu) and Ioanna Minotglu (University
of Athens). The volume comprises a
selection of papers from two conferences,
one held in Buenos Aires and the other
in Corfu. She has contributed a chapter
in French to the Actes du colloque arménogrec, a volume edited by Michel Bruneau
of the Ecole Française d’Athènes and
Claire Mouradian of CNRS on the
theme of diaspora.
George Marcopolous, professor of
history and adjunct professor of classics,
delivered three lectures this year: “Women
and Power in Byzantium,” given at Tufts
University on October 19, 2004 as part
of the Tufts Classics Department Lecture
Series and cosponsored by the Greek
Institute in Cambridge, Mass., the Tufts
Department of History, and Past &
Present; “The Ottoman Empire: Days
of Glory,” given in the Lecture Series
of Brookhaven in Lexington, Mass. on
February 9, 2005; and “The British Royal
Family: Personalities, Religion and
Marriages,” also at Brookhaven on April 8,
2005. Professor Marcopolous is also
Outside Member of the Promotion and

Visiting Scholars
The Fares Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies was
pleased to host two Visiting Scholars during the 2004-2005
academic year: Fletcher Adjunct Professor of Diplomacy
Feroz Ahmad and Rice University Professor Ussama
Makdisi. The Fares Center for Eastern Mediterranean
Studies offers fellowships to established scholars and
FEROZ AHMAD
recent graduates of doctoral programs whose expertise
enables them to make important contributions to the center’s teaching and
research programs and its analysis of public policy issues.
During the year, Professor Ahmad actively participated with students at
Tufts as an advisor, taught a course at the Fletcher School titled “Seminar on
the Making and Remaking of Modern Turkey, 1908–2000,” and served as a
faculty moderator of the Med Club roundtable on Turkey’s application to the
European Union. Professor Ahmad presented a paper on the military in
Turkey at a conference at Oxford University in September 2004, and another
paper on the current political situation in Turkey at a Harvard University conference in April 2005. At present, he is writing a book on the Ottomans in
World War I, to be completed in 2006.

Tenure Committee of Hellenic
College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology, as well as Treasurer
and Life Member of the Board of
Members and Directors of The Gerondelis
Foundation, Inc., in Lynn, Mass.
Robert Russell,
Director of the Jean
Mayer USDA Human
Nutrition Research
Center on Aging, participated in a conference between the Israel Academy of
Science and Humanities, Higher Council
for Science and Technology of Jordan, and
the Palestine Academy for Science and
Technology. He represented the U.S.
National Academies. The conference was

titled “Strategies for Prevention of
Micronutrient Deficiencies in the Middle
East,” and his talk was on “Prevention of
Micronutrient Deficiencies: Principles and
Precautions.” The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss flour fortification strategy
for preventing vitamin and mineral deficiencies in the Middle East. Dr. Russell
also gave a talk at the Braun School of
Public Health and Community Medicine
in Jerusalem titled “U.S. Fortification
Policy and Its Problems.”
Jeswald W. Salacuse,
Henry J. Braker
Professor of Law at
the Fletcher School, is
the co-author (with
Nicholas Sullivan) of
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“Do BITs Really Work? An Evaluation of
Bilateral Investment Treaties and Their
Grand Bargain,” in Harvard International
Law Journal 46 (2005). In addition, a
Chinese translation of his book The Wise
Advisor (2000) was recently published in
Beijing. In January he attended a meeting
of experts, convened in The Hague by the
International Institute for Sustainable
Development, on “A New International
Model Investment Agreement that
Promotes Sustainable Development.”
Tony Smith, Cornelia
M. Jackson Professor
of Political Science,
will finish a book this
fall on the Iraq war
called A Pact with the
Devil, to be published by Routledge,
Taylor Francis. He spoke on the subject
in Berlin and Aix-en-Provence in May.
Reed Ueda, professor
of history, was an
advisory editor for
the six-volume The
New Dictionary of the
History of Ideas
(Scribners, 2005). He was on leave this
academic year, during which time he was
a research associate at the Center for
American Political Studies at Harvard
University where he is working on the
New Americans Project. He is a participant in the Immigration Fellows Cluster
of the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced
Studies, Harvard University.
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Craig Cohen is a researcher at the PostConflict Reconstruction Project of the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies, a bipartisan think tank in
Washington, D.C. In January he coauthored an op-ed in The New York
Times, “Should We Stay or Should We
Go?,” and visited the West Bank in
March. He has been working on U.N.
reform, measuring progress in stabilization and reconstruction operations, and
emerging security, development, and
human rights doctrine.
Emre Kayhan is
currently teaching a
course titled “U.S.
Foreign Policy in the
Middle East” in the
Department of
Political Science, Tufts University. Kayhan
was a research fellow with the Hague
Academy of International Law in the
Netherlands between June and August
2004. He is planning to continue his
research on the Caspian dispute in Baku,
Azerbaijan during the summer of 2005.
The 2005 Jessup Moot Court Team of
Harvard Law School, including Fletcher
graduate Brandon Miller, recently captured the Northeast Regional championship of the 2005 Phillip C. Jessup
International Law Moot Court
Competition, defeating the University of
Vermont and Boston College in elimination rounds. Miller secured the award for
6th Best Oralist at the competition.
Miller was a Chayes Fellow this summer
at the World Bank in Washington, D.C.

Dalia Mroue
successfully defended
her dissertation, entitled
“Constitutionalism,
Political Participation,
and the Role of the
Clergy in Twentieth Century Iran,” in the
spring of 2005 and was honored at a
reception at the Fares Center. She is currently finishing an intensive graduate program at George Washington University’s
Institute of Documentary Filmmaking.
Patrick Ray is a Tufts graduate student in
Civil/Environmental Engineering, Water
Resources, who will be finishing his
Master’s degree in the summer of 2005
and is continuing on for a Ph.D. Ray is
developing a mathematical model to
“optimize” Greater Beirut’s water allocation and management scheme, examining
the cost-effectiveness and reasonableness
of alternative technologies such as desalination and water re-use in easing Beirut’s
stressed water resources. After receiving a
Fares Center Fellowship last year to travel
to Beirut and partner with a few professors
at the American University of Beirut, Ray
went back to present his work to them.
Federico Velez
completed his Ph.D.
last year and has
accepted a position as
assistant professor of
international studies at
Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates. His article “The United
States’ Foreign Policy Towards Latin
America: A View from the Arab World”
was published by the Harvard Rockefeller
Center for Latin American Studies.
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Fares Center Student
Fellowship Awards
As part of its commitment to and support
for student-initiated research, the Fares
Center awarded six fellowships to
Fletcher students for research projects in
2004. Four M.A.L.D. candidates received
Fares Center Fellowships and two
Ph.D. candidates received Fares Center
Dissertation Fellowships. The purpose
of the fellowships is to promote cultural,
intellectual, and research activities
dealing with the countries of the Eastern
Mediterranean. Projects are required
to use an interdisciplinary approach and
deal with topics in any discipline in crossregional and comparative ways.
In 2005, the Fares Center awarded
fellowships to three Fletcher students.
M.A.L.D. candidates Daniel Benaim,
Ricardo Borges De Castro, and Nora
Chefchaouni were selected to receive
Fares Center Fellowships for their summer activities in the Eastern Mediterranean. Benaim spent the summer in
Cairo, studying Arabic and interning
at both the Ford Foundation and the Ibn
Khaldun Center for Development Studies.
His research interest is in American
policy toward Egypt, particularly in the
realm of democratic reform. Borges De
Castro attended Bogaziçi University
summer school in Istanbul for a Turkish
language program, while Chefchaouni
conducted research on the democratization process in Jordan, examining the
new type of governance that has emerged
since 1999 under the leadership of King
Abdallah II with a focus on the new
national education reform.

2004 Fellowship Recipients
In his report on
“Democratic System
Reform in the
Lebanon,” Rudy
Jaafar supports the
use of the Single
Transferable Vote (STV) as the most
promising solution to the sectarian political system that currently exists in
Lebanon. Jaafar sees the present political
system as particularly vulnerable to factional conflict and external intervention,
as well as incapable of accommodating
social mobilization and demographic
shifts. Jaafar concludes that the STV
enables the removal of confessional quotas
while securing the representation of
any faction whose voters choose it. He
writes: “Without sectarian quotas, STV
allows the formation of non-confessional
parties based on ideological platforms,…
opening the way for the modernization of
the state and the absorption of presently
marginalized forces.”
Jonathan Lautze, working with Paul
Kirshen, research professor in the
Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering at the Fletcher School, tackled the issue of “Water Allocation,
Climate Change, and Sustainable Peace:
The Palestinian Position.” Their study
examines the impacts of population
growth and climate change on the water
supplies of Israelis and Palestinians under
business-as-usual conditions as well as
under application of the Palestinian
Water Authority position on water
resources division. Through their development of trends in water withdrawal
and consumption, scenarios were devel-

oped that describe conditions in 2000 and
2025. They show that population growth
and climate change will create serious
national inequities and environmental
inadequacies under status quo conditions.
Although conditions are more equitable
and sustainable with an application of the
Palestinian position, serious environmental problems will likely persist, exacerbated by the impacts of climate change.
Harout Semerdjian used his Fares Center
Fellowship to participate in the Iran
Dialogue Initiative, the first official program taking American students to Iran
since the 1979 Iranian Revolution. The
trip included a tour of some of the cultural, religious, and historic centers of Iran,
as well as dialogue sessions with leading
representatives of Iranian society. Semerdjian also traveled to northern Iran, home
to the most important Christian church
and pilgrimage site in the country, the
Armenian Monastery of St. Thaddeus.
His photographs of St. Thaddeus and
other nearby churches were exhibited at
the Fletcher School in the winter of 2005
as part of an exhibition titled “Armenia:
The First Christian Nation.” On March 8,
Semerdjian presented his research to the
Tufts community organized by the Iran
Dialogue Initiative participants. He also
participated on a panel that looked into
the future of U.S.-Iran relations, in light
of nuclear and global terrorism threats.
The Fares Center grant enabled Ronan
Wolfsdorf to develop a curriculum for
teenage students studying modern world
history. The students have been learning
about negotiation and conflict resolution
and (historical) regional disputes in the
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Eastern Mediterranean. By using water
scarcity and transmission/distribution
regulation issues in the Eastern Mediterranean as a case study, Wolfsdorf set out
how peoples with divergent interests
might either fail to address water supply
or structure workable solutions. The next
stage of this curriculum initiative is to
introduce actual frameworks for thinking
about the formation of public policy (these
being drawn from game theory, public
goods theory, welfare economics, etc.). The
broader aim of this effort is to introduce
to young potential leaders the sort of problem-solving, decision-making, and international awareness skills that might render
them more attuned global citizens, whether
they act locally or further from home.
Ahsiya Posner’s doctoral dissertation
examines the obstacles faced by NGOs
involved in peace education and working
in intractable conflicts, focusing specifically
on the Israeli-Palestinian case. Compelled
by why peace education is so difficult to
employ in areas where it is arguably most
needed, Posner conducted over 90 interviews with Israeli and Palestinian representatives of government, the military,
academia, and peace education NGO
sectors, and collected over 100 surveys
from peace education NGO participants.
Her work also comprises a case study comparison by focusing on two peace education
NGOs (Seeds of Peace and Israel-Palestine
Center for Research and Information),
whose work “culture” and programming
she observed in detail. Having completed
this field research and collected the bulk
of her data, she successfully defended
her Ph.D. proposal in November and is
currently writing her dissertation.

