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New chairs lead Parent
Leadership Council
by

Menghan Liu

Daily Editorial Board

John Hampson / The Tufts Daily

An exhibit titled “Jumbo: Marvel, Myth and Mascot” by Professor of Art and Art History Andrew McClellan
will open next fall to explore Jumbo’s legacy.

New Jumbo exhibition to open
at Art Gallery
by

Annabelle Roberts

Daily Editorial Board

Professor of Art and Art
History Andrew McClellan
will open an exhibit on Jumbo
the elephant at the Tufts
University Art Gallery next
fall, celebrating the 125th
anniversary of the mascot’s
arrival on campus.
The exhibit, titled “Jumbo:
Marvel, Myth and Mascot,”
will explore Jumbo’s history
and legacy, and will represent
the culmination of McClellan’s
eight-year research project on
the topic.
“The exhibit will try to

illustrate all of those facets
of Jumbo’s identity before,
during and after his life by
means of original illustrative
material,” McClellan said.
“It is going to be devoted to
the story of Jumbo from his
time at the London Zoo in the
1860s through his time in P. T.
Barnum’s circus in the 1880s
and his death in the train accident in Canada in 1885, and
then coming to Tufts in 1889.”
The exhibit will open from
Sept. 4 to Dec. 7 and will be
the first scholarly examination
of the representation of Jumbo
in visual culture, according
to Director of Galleries and

Collections at the Tufts Art
Gallery Amy Schlegel.
Schlegel believes the event
will be informative and interesting, particularly for those
affiliated with Tufts.
“I think it is going to be
quite a fabulous exhibition,”
she said. “Professor McClellan
has an incredible storytelling sense, and he is going to
be organizing all of this very
fresh material in a very compelling way.”
As the exhibit’s title suggests, the exhibit will be organized into three categories
see JUMBO, page 2

Jonathan and Nadine Fialkow
were recently chosen as the
new co-chairs of Tufts’ Parents
Leadership Council (PLC), a group
of parents who operate under
the university’s Parents Giving
Program and serve as representatives for families of undergraduate students.
According to Jonathan Fialkow,
the two have been involved with
the PLC since their son Zachary
Fialkow matriculated at Tufts in
2011, and they were appointed
this year just as their daughter,
Alexandra Fialkow, began her
freshman year. They inherited the
roles of PLC co-chairs from Paul
and Margie Stanzler, who held the
position for five years.
“I have heard [the Stanzlers’]
dedication was remarkable,”
Fialkow told the Daily in an email.
“Last year, members of the PLC
donated more than $2.5 million
in contributions. This is directly
due to the great staff of the Tufts
Parents Giving Program with
leadership by the Stanzlers.”
As co-chairs, the Fialkows hope
to continue setting an example for
other parents in terms of encouraging active contributions to the
student experience at Tufts.
“We
consider
ourselves
ambassadors for Tufts at the
parent level,” Jonathon Fialkow
said. “As co-chairs, we expect,
through our passion and enthusiasm for Tufts and its programs
and strategic plans, to be able to
marshal the general good spirit
amongst the parents towards
achieving specific goals, financially and otherwise.”
Specifically, Fialkow explained,
he and his wife hope to improve
fundraising efforts, engage more
parents, increase awareness
about opportunities for philanthropy and participate in discussions with Tufts leadership about

fund distribution.
Fialkow expressed a desire for
more parent input about potential future projects. He expects
PLC discussions under his leadership with Tufts strategic planners
to give a greater voice to parents
in an organized manner.
“As someone who has great
experience in committee chairmanships as well as listening to
the thoughts of others and synthesizing a consensus plan, I
would hope to challenge the parents to be more forthcoming in
ideas and plans,” he said. “Their
insights into their child’s experience at Tufts are of paramount
importance to the university’s
success now and in the future.”
Failkow added that he believed
the complementary mix of his
own experience and his wife’s
dedication to Tufts students will
be particularly helpful in the PLC
co-chair position.
“My wife is an extremely personable and kind woman who
is ultimately dedicated to the
well-being of our children,”
Fialkow said. “While I share
those passions, I tend to push
organization and results. Both
would be needed to lead this
committee as we all recognize
that the parents’ involvements
are purely voluntary.”
The
Parents
Leadership
Council was founded in 1990
and formerly called the Parents
Committee, according to Gina
DeSalvo, director of the Parents
Giving Program. The Tufts Giving
website lists 45 parents as current PLC members for the 2013
to 2014 academic year.
“The PLC is a major part of the
Parents Giving Program,” DeSalvo
told the Daily in an email. “As
leadership donors, they help
enhance and impact the student
experience by inspiring and motivating others to make gifts to Tufts
see PARENTS, page 2

Helicopter gathers aerial footage of Tufts campuses
A helicopter yesterday afternoon circled over the Medford/
Somerville, Boston and Grafton
campuses in order to capture
video footage and still photographs of the fall foliage surrounding Tufts.
The helicopter footage will
be used for various purposes, including as supplemental “B-roll footage” for video
stories produced at Tufts and
external media sites hoping
to show film of the university,
according to Director of Digital
Communications Jean Ayers.
In an email sent out to the Tufts
community yesterday, the university announced that the helicopter
would arrive sometime between
2 p.m. and 5 p.m. The helicopter circled over the Medford and
Somerville campus for about 20
minutes around 3:30 p.m. before

heading to Boston.
This flyover was a new experience for the university, according
to the email.
“This will be the first time
we’ve filmed aerial video footage
of our Boston and Grafton campuses, and [we] look forward to
the opportunity to showcase our
campuses during this beautiful
time of year,” the email said.
Ayers explained that, until
recently, the university was
unable to gather this footage
since it did not have the proper
staff to do so.
“One of the reasons we haven’t
shot aerial footage of the campus until now is because we’ve
only had a multimedia producer
on staff since September 2012,”
Ayers told the Daily in an email.
“Now that we regularly produce
videos to highlight the people,

ideas and accomplishments that
make Tufts unique, we wanted to
include this type of footage.”
Although the university originally planned to shoot the footage last spring, Ayers said that
officials decided to wait until the
fall season, when there is more
color around campus.
Ayers declined to comment on
the costs incurred from bringing
in the helicopter but noted that
the footage was a good investment for the university.
“This is a one-time cost, and
the footage being taken can be
used for years to come for various
projects,” she said.
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—by Abigail Feldman

A helicopter collected footage of the autumn foliage during a flight
over all three Tufts campuses yesterday afternoon.
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Engineering staff work to improve Styrofoam recycling
by

Alexa Horwitz

Daily Editorial Board

Chemical
Engineering
Lab
Coordinator Emily Edwards and
Research Assistant in the Electrical
Engineering Department Abbey Licht
are working to promote more effective
ways of recycling Styrofoam at Tufts.
Since the fall of 2011, Edwards began
collecting Styrofoam boxes in order to
redirect them away from landfills, she said.
According to Edwards, the Biomedical
Department orders a variety of material that comes packaged in Styrofoam
coolers. Unfortunately, while the boxes
were not thrown away, about 60 boxes
of Styrofoam accumulated each month
in the hallways used by the Biomedical
Engineering (BME) Department in the
Science and Technology Center (Sci-Tech)
by her office.
When Edwards took up the project,
the existing method of disposing the
Styrofoam was by sending it to local company called ReFoamIt in Framingham,
Mass. The company would send the
Styrofoam containers to a plant in Rhode
Island, which compressed them into logs
that could be made into recycled products, Edwards said.
Although Edwards and Licht were
content with this process, they said it
was unnecessary for the boxes to be
transported all the way to Rhode Island
to be compacted since Styrofoam is 89
percent air.
“I wasn’t happy that we had to send the

Styrofoam to Rhode Island,” Edwards said.
“It seemed like quite a process.”
Edward and Licht then tried to compact
the boxes themselves. After months of
experimenting, they began a partnership
with Save That Stuff, Inc., an organization
that works to provide cost-effective alternatives to waste disposal and does not
require the boxes to be compacted before
they are recycled.
“The company gives us these giant burlap sacs with a lid on top,” Edwards said.
“We dump the collected Styrofoam into it,
and Save That Stuff comes once a month
with a truck which takes it away.”
While the pair was not able to find a way
to compact the Styrofoam on their own,
Licht believes their experience with Save
That Stuff has been satisfactory.
“I think it is the best solution for now,
but not a perfect solution,” Licht said.
“Ideally, the best solution would be to not
purchase products that are shipped with
Styrofoam at all.”
Through increasing awareness of their
efforts, Edwards and Licht hope to find
more departments on campus facing the
issue of accumulating Styrofoam and
help them set up a partnership with Save
That Stuff.
“We think 200 Boston Avenue has a
lot of labs that use this material, and it
would be really great to have something
accessible to all buildings on campus
where we can streamline the process,”
Licht said. “Right now, there isn’t an
alternative, so people just throw the
material into the trash.”

By Phyrexian via Wikimedia Commons

Emily Edwards, a chemical engineering lab coordinator, along with Research Assistant in the
Electrical Engineering Department Abbey Licht has been experimenting with methods of
compacting Styrofoam at Tufts over the last several months.

Exhibit to accompany new Jumbo statue
JUMBO

continued from page 1

that illustrate Jumbo’s role as a marvel,
myth and mascot.
“[The exhibition] encompasses the
different facets of his life,” McClellan
said. “He was a marvel in the sense
that he was the largest animal in captivity and the first African elephant
ever brought to Europe and then to the
United States. The myth part involves
the way he was anthropomorphized
during his life and became a household
name to everyone on both sides of the
Atlantic ... And the mascot part is the
history of him here at Tufts.”
The exhibit will be further divided

into sections such as “Jumbo Goes to
Hollywood,” a component that describes
Jumbo’s inspiration for the animated
Disney movie “Dumbo”(1941), as well
as “Jumbo Goes to War,” illustrating the
elephant on a bomber plane and navy
ship, McClellan said. There will also
be a section inviting alumni to send in
photographs or memories of Jumbo.
McClellan’s exhibit will explore the story
of Jumbo’s death in a train accident.
“One of the bigger myths about him
is that when he was killed in a train
accident, he sacrificed his own life in
order to save a baby elephant by the
name of Tom Thumb, which wasn’t true,
but Barnum was keen on fabricating

plausible and wonderful stories about
Jumbo and others,” he said.
McClellan plans to publish a book in
conjunction with the exhibit, featuring
information and images from the showing.
“The book will be a living record of the
images that were brought together in the
show and will continue to be available
long after December,” he said.
Schlegel believes the book will be an
excellent addition to the exhibit.
“It will be quite a lavishly illustrated book
that will have high quality reproductions of all
the works in the exhibition plus other images
that may only exist in digital form,” she said.
A new Jumbo statue will also be unveiled
on campus next fall in order to celebrate the

125th anniversary, according to McClellan.
“Thanks to a generous [alumnus],
Tufts received enough money to commission a life-sized bronze statue of
Jumbo, which will be placed on the
main quad of the campus,” he said.
McClellan was uncertain about the
statue’s exact location or what will
happen to the current statue, but he
expressed optimism about the upcoming installation.
“I hope it leads to a lot of student
interest on campus, new rituals around
the sculpture, new traditions and greater
awareness of the fact that we are lucky
at Tufts to have the greatest mascot in
America,” he said.

Fialkows hope to improve parent participation in university discussions
PARENTS

continued from page 1
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Jonathan and Nadine Fialkow this year became the new co-chairs of Tufts’ Parents Leadership Council, serving as a voice for parents in
university affairs.

in support of our students.”
DeSalvo stated that parents give
approximately $2.5 million each year to
the Parents Fund in the interest of maintaining standards of academic excellence
for their children.
“Gifts to the Parents Fund support student research initiatives, faculty development, acquisitions for the university library,
athletics, information technology, the purchase of scientific and technological equipment, renovation, financial aid and more,”
DeSalvo said. “Parents also support specific
capital initiatives such as [the] endowment
and building projects.”
The Fialkows were first inspired by
DeSalvo to become involved in the PLC.
“[DeSalvo’s] enthusiasm and dedication
to Tufts and giving was somewhat contagious,” Fialkow said.
The couple spent their first two years on
the PLC as active members. Beyond leadership philanthropy, they participated in strategic discussions with University President
Anthony Monaco on the Tufts campus,
facilitated a meeting between current Tufts
parents and Dean of Undergraduate and
Graduate Students John Barker, hosted
Incoming Student Receptions at their home
in Miami for incoming freshmen and their
parents and executed Parent and Family
Weekend activities.
Zachary Fialkow, a junior and vice president of the Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity chapter
at Tufts, said he is excited to see what his
parents will accomplish as PLC Co-Chairs.
“It’s nice to be able to connect with my
parents through common relations with
the school as I become more and more
involved in my own areas of Tufts,” Fialkow
said. “It will be interesting to see my parents work first-hand.”
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New financial aid fundraising initiative
sees early success

In light of economic downturn, Tufts tries to cope with rising need
by

Lily Sieradzki

Daily Editorial Board

In 2007 and 2008, Tufts admissions’
process went need-blind. Large gifts were
rolling in, including a significant donation from eBay founder and billionaire
Pierre Omidyar (LA ’88). The financial aid
budget was doing well, such that Tufts
had enough money to admit all students
regardless of their financial need — and it
did so for two years.
So what happened? The recession hit.
Subsequently, need-blind admissions, which
were implemented in practice by the university but not by any official policy from the
Board of Trustees, were reversed.
“Everyone stopped and said, this changes the calculus,” Lee Coffin, dean of undergraduate admissions for the School of Arts
and Sciences, said.
According to Coffin, although former
University President Lawrence Bacow
made financial aid a priority during his
term, the recession had sobering effects
on his plans.
“[He] said, ‘I think it’s critically important
that we focus on our current students first
and any new need they might have before
we make any indications to the next class,’”
Coffin said. “It was either we move towards
need-blind and let some of our current
students withdraw because we didn’t have
resources to give to them, or we serve them
first and hold back on need-blind in the
freshman admission process until those
resources were regenerated.”
Provost and Senior Vice President David
Harris, however, noted that the economic
downturn has not resulted in more students applying for need-based aid but
instead has caused the same students’
average needs to grow.
“What that’s telling you is that being
need-blind takes more money than it previously would have,” he said. “When we say
we’re not need-blind, that doesn’t mean
we’re less committed, it just means the goal
posts got moved further down the road.”
As students’ needs have grown, so has
the average size of Tufts’ need-based grants
in an attempt to keep up. The packages
granted to the Class of 2014 were on average $28,404, the class of 2015 received
$29,995, the class of 2016 received $31,940
and the class of 2017 received $36,241 in
grants. Each year has reset the record high
for the university, according to Coffin.
“What makes me sober is when I look
at the additional money, it didn’t move
the needle on the percentage of the class
receiving aid,” Coffin said.
He also noted that about 52 to 54 percent
of accepted students have received aid for
the past few years, although about two thirds
of Tufts applicants have applied for it.
In an article published in the Boston
Globe on Aug. 25, Coffin explained that
financial aid is only considered at the end
of the admissions process: each applicant is reviewed first based on merit, then
their total financial need is calculated.
The admissions office then calculates how
many students would accept Tufts’ offer
and its cost. If that number exceeds the
financial aid budget, some promising students are eliminated.
Harris said some need is not met since the
need formulas can be so restrictive.
“You’ll find a school saying, we cover
100 percent of the need. Then you’ll find
people saying, ‘I can’t make it work,’” Harris
said. “It’s really in these formulas about
need that we have to follow.”
Students that fall in between those who
qualify for and receive a lot of aid and those
who are wealthy enough not to need aid at
all are often excluded in the financial aid
processes. These students will likely graduate
with between $23,000 and $24,000 in debt.
The federal methodology to determine
the aid a student can receive considers
factors including parent income, parent
assets, number in family, number in college, number of working parents and age of
the older parent. These are reported in the

Wan Jing Lee / The Tufts Daily

While Tufts is currently between capital campaigns, its new financial aid initiative aims to
raise $25 million by the fiscal year ending June 2014.
Federal financial aid application. The Tufts
formula, which is used with the federal
formula, also includes home equity.
According to Coffin, one reason why
families may not be able to afford rising
college costs, even with larger amounts of
university grants, is federal aid’s failure to
rise in tandem with need. He noted that
there was a point during the 1970s when a
Federal Pell Grant could cover a significant
portion of college costs, which is no longer
the case, and colleges are expected to try
and fill the gap.
“Our cost of tuition has gone up slower
than our amount of financial aid,” Harris
said. “So that’s not the story, that college
is more expensive because [we’re] holding
back money. It’s federal and state support
that’s rolled back.”
The university, Coffin pointed out, cannot focus solely on financial aid in planning the budget.
“If you think about our infrastructure,
our campus, it’s beautiful but you have to
do building maintenance and technology
costs, and those costs get incorporated into
the budget,” Coffin said.
This, according to Harris, is the main
reason why Tufts cannot go need-blind and
why tuition continues to rise.
“We do not think it is plausible that we
will have the resources to put Lee’s calculus
consistently in the black and have a university that is of the quality that we want to
admit these kids into,” Harris said. “It has to
be sustainable.”
To deal with these economic limitations, Tufts has made efforts to expand
the types of socioeconomic backgrounds
represented on campus. While two years
ago students with total incomes under
$40,000 received financial aid packages
made exclusively of grants rather than
loans, these packages have been extended
to include those incomes under $60,000,
according to Coffin.
“We tied it to socioeconomic access,” he
said. “The philosophy was, use [these packages] to guarantee access for those who are
most economically at risk.”
According to Coffin, in 2007, many universities began to move toward replacing
more and more of their loans with grants,
increasing the income requirement even
up to $100,000.
“In peer groups, I’d go to meetings and
everyone would be huddling, saying, ‘I know
this isn’t sustainable but we had to do it,’” he
said. “To Tufts’ credit, we were very sober
during that frenzy and said, ‘We could do it,
[but] we don’t think its sustainable or good
policy,’ so we held steady [at $40,000].”
Now, the economic realities have forced
many universities to backtrack on their
aid. Wesleyan University ended its needblind policies this admissions cycle and
Cornell University reversed its policy of
providing grants to students with incomes
of $60,000 to $75,000 this past summer,
according to the Globe.
Coffin maintained that long-sighted
pragmatism in both realms of grants and
need-blind policies have helped both Tufts’

image and its financial situation.
University President Anthony Monaco
may not be able to prioritize financial aid
in the same way as Bacow, but he has not
forgotten it. The university has embarked
on a two-year financial aid initiative, which
aims to bring in $25 million. In the start of
its second fiscal year that began this July,
it has already gathered $17.5 million, well
above half of the target.
“Tony is saying, ‘We can’t wait for the
next [capital] campaign, we have to do
something now,’” Harris said. “We’ll be in
a full-blown, university-wide campaign
before long, and I don’t think it’s too much
of a scoop to [say] that financial aid is going
to be a significant part of it.”
This financial aid initiative is distinct
from a capital campaign, which must be
laid out in the Strategic Plan and approved
by the Board of Trustees. It raises money for
the university’s endowment more generally, and is occurring at an appropriate time
between capital campaigns, following the
$1.2 billion Beyond Boundaries campaign’s
termination in 2011.
This financial aid initiative, however,
is unique, according to Christine Sanni,
executive director of advanced communications and donor relations at the
University Advancement office. The university is now offering to match new
endowed gifts of $100,000 as an incentive for new donors.
“The matching initiative has worked
amazingly well,” she said. “It’s been a
wide variety of people, including some
new donors who have made smaller
gifts before. They felt that the university cared about financial aid, so they
wanted to help.”
Sanni explained that an endowed
gift, as opposed to an annual gift, goes
into a fund that generates interest in the
endowment that is intended for a specific
purpose — financial aid, for example.
Since the beginning of the initiative, 42
new endowed scholarships have been
created, along with 174 new gifts to existing funds as of this week.
Jeannie Diefenderfer (E ’84), member
of the Board of Trustees for the School of
Engineering, is a returning donor. She said
that she created her endowed scholarship
in 2008 and decided to add to it because
of the significant difference she saw the
matching program could make.
“Tufts is my most important philanthropic priority and, consequently, it is the
largest gift I give within my means,” she
told the Daily in an e-mail.
Diefenderfer cited her own experiences
as a student on financial aid at Tufts as a
strong factor in her decision to donate.
“My four years at Tufts as an undergraduate were one of the best experiences of my life,” she said. “My scholarship is a small way for me to give
back so that others like me can benefit
from a Tufts experience, both in its
education quality and the opportunity
it creates for a student to have a transformational experience.”

Petar Todorov | Lab Notes

Dialing
down the
thermostat

C

limate change is a hot-button issue
on our campus and in domestic and
foreign politics. Scientifically, there is
little dissent. The greenhouse effect
driving the process was described by Svante
Arrhenius over a century ago. The minor difference between then and now, however,
is that Arrhenius, a Norwegian, wanted to
pump carbon dioxide into the atmosphere
and warm the planet. Since then, researchers
have established that humanity is facing the
opposite problem.
A 2009 report in “The Lancet” medical journal by Anthony Costello and colleagues sums
up the bleak findings of climate research:
The most conservative models presage a
two to seven degrees Fahrenheit temperature increase and a sea level rise of five to 30
inches within the next century; more dynamic
models accounting for the additive effects of
warming warn of a more dire future, with temperatures jumping nine degrees Fahrenheit
and sea levels climbing nearly 40 feet by 2050.
These rapid changes have the potential to disrupt ocean currents and bring biting winters
and scorching summers.
Looking to the past, we know that even
small changes in the environment can be
catastrophic to complex human communities. The Little Ice Age, an episode of global
cooling during the 15th century, stunted population growth and nearly doubled the number of wars worldwide. A paper in “Science”
by Douglas Kennett and colleagues suggests
that the 2,000-year-old Mayan civilization was
toppled by a minor but prolonged decrease in
rainfall. More recently, it has become apparent that modern developed nations are not
immune to the ills of rising temperatures:
During the summer of 2003, heat waves killed
more than 70,000 people in Europe.
Man-made global climate change is underway. Even if humans stopped releasing carbon
dioxide into the atmosphere this second, it
would proceed under its own momentum for
some time. Despite Arrhenius’ proposal to heat
the planet over a century ago, little research has
been done on how to cool the Earth. The popular TV series “Futurama” comically suggested
shaving blocks of ice off nearby comets and
dropping them in the ocean to lower its temperature. The real ideas floating around are just
as untested and perhaps only half as bizarre.
The most mundane of these “climate engineering” proposals is to paint roofs white and
reflect heat. This approach is already effective
on an individual level: It makes buildings cooler,
reduces electrical consumption from air conditioning and provides an incentive to consumers
who want to save money. But it’s unlikely that
white roofs on every building will gain worldwide adoption or result in global effects.
A more radical and less tested approach calls
upon algae to sequester carbon dioxide in the
ocean. Normally, the growth of algae and oceanic bacteria is limited by the lack of inorganic
nutrients like nitrogen and iron in seawater.
A proposed approach here is to “fertilize” the
ocean with iron dust and create a rapid growth
of algae. The algae would pull carbon dioxide
from the water and the air and then take it to
the bottom of the ocean as they die and sink.
Political maneuvering had denied entrepreneurs the ability to go forward with their
projects until late 2012, when a businessman managed to seed the ocean near Alaska,
creating an algal bloom visible from space.
Scientists were quick to condemn the practice.
Prickly international legislators changed the
London Protocol governing such activities last
Friday to permit only sanctioned researchers
to carry out ocean fertilization and deem all
others polluters.
Only one thing is certain in this situation:
Scientists and legislators may be reluctant
of examining ways to dial down the global
thermostat, but they must. The alternative is
accepting the climate change as projected,
or letting private companies and individuals
attempt these methods with unknown results.

Petar Todorov is a senior majoring in chemistry. He can be reached at Petar.Todorov@
tufts.edu.
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Book Review

Bo Burnham surprises with new book ‘Egghead’
by

Megan Clark | Where’s the Craic?

Ben Taylor

‘Once’

Contributing Writer

Bo Burnham was 16 years old when
he started putting comedic rap and
music videos on YouTube to amuse
Egghead: Or, You Can’t Survive on Ideas Alone

by Bo Burnham
Grand Central Publishing
his sibling. Seven years, four tours,
three albums and one television show
later, he has transitioned from modern forms of media to the oldest distributable medium in the world —
Burnham has written a book.
“Egghead: Or, You Can’t Survive on
Ideas Alone” features hilarious,
romantic and surprising poetry
accompanied by equally humorous
and quirky illustrations. And despite
the fun, lighthearted nature of the
book, Burnham manages to maintain
a mature, humble voice throughout.
The poetry of the book is, at
times, completely recognizable, with
Burnham’s classic, slightly cynical and
utterly unapologetic voice jumping
off of the page. These poems include
ridiculous non sequiturs, pointed commentary and puns.
Burnham somehow manages to
make the random feel relevant in

Jeffrey Mann via Wikimedia Commons

The poems in ‘Egghead’ reflect the same style of comedy seen in Burnham’s videos and
stand-up shows.
his often jarring transitions between book doesn’t simply feel like a series
romantic, poetic assertions and mat- of poems.
This is partially due to Burnham’s
ter-of-fact, swear-filled conclusions.
These transitions are echoed in artist ability to connect seemingly separate
Chance Bone’s accompanying illustra- pieces and also due to Bone’s beautions, which stretch across pages and tiful and understated illustrations,
margins while providing the core con- which pleasantly lead the eye across
nective tissue both inside the poetry the page.
Some poems, however, take on an
and between each poem. In the same
way that Burnham’s comedy hardly
feels like just a series of jokes, the
see EGGHEAD, page 6

Interview | Bo burnham

Bo Burnham discusses
influences, new media
by

Ben Taylor

Contributing Writer

In anticipation of his latest book
“Egghead: Or, You Can’t Survive on
Ideas Alone,” Bo Burnham spoke with
the Daily about his career, comedy, the
book and everything in between.

JJ Duncan via Wikimedia Commons

Miley’s relatable lyrics address her recent breakup with Liam Hemsworth.

Miley Cyrus
showcases vocal
talent on ‘Bangerz’
Josh Morris

Contributing Writer

It’s the moment everyone has been waiting for: the release of Miley Cyrus’ new
album, “Bangerz.” Regardless of her crazy

Bangerz
Miley Cyrus
RCA
antics, fans and critics alike have been
anxiously anticipating the arrival of Cyrus’
new album — especially because her
recent single, “Wrecking Ball,” surprised
listeners with its catchiness and deeper
meaning (despite the nonsensical music
video that followed). Unfortunately, for
the Miley haters, there is bad news:
“Bangerz” is actually good.
Cyrus opens the record with the ballad “Adore You.” Like “Wrecking Ball,”
the slow tempo of the song allows
Cyrus to show off her true talents. On
“Adore You,” she puts all the scandalous
see BANGERZ, page 6

TD: Tell us about the book.
BB: I guess the easy way to describe
it is like a dirty Shel Silverstein. But
Silver[stein] was dirty and for adults.
I just grew up watching George Carlin
and reading Silverstein, and I guess it’s
the product of a kid who read Dr. Seuss
and learned some new words and got
cynical and sort of wrote a book!
TD: So you started on YouTube, and
were lauded as the beginning of this
new medium, and [since then] you’ve
made your way through stand-up and
more traditional media. Now you’re
writing a book, which some people
would say is the most traditional, the
oldest entertainment.
BB: Yeah exactly, working from new
media to old media. I’m going to do
cave drawings soon.
TD: Is that something you’ve intended?
BB: I didn’t mean to, it just felt so
cool when I felt like I could try these
new little things. For me, it’s all under
the same umbrella of just writing and
performing in one way or another,
and this is more writing, of course. It
wasn’t that I was trying to tackle different mediums or anything as much
as I felt like when I would try to stretch
myself into another form, it would
strengthen all of my other strengths. I
would be doing my stand-up, so then
I take some time off and write some
poetry, and after writing poetry I’d
want to come back and write stand-up
again. It’s strange, you know. It’s not
that I want to have a bunch of different things, like I want to design a water
bottle next or something.

TD: Kanye Burnham?
BB: [Laughs] Yeah, exactly.

TD: What has your attitude toward
Vine been?
BB: If three years ago someone had
come up with Vine as a concept in a
TV show, they would be considered
the greatest satirist of fame. People
get famous off of six second videos,
two weeks later they would get a following and two weeks after that they
would start making ads. It’s been
kind of amazing, watching this great
microcosm of Hollywood, or the fame
system or whatever. It was always a
stupid, fun thing for me and then all
of a sudden it blew up to the point
that little kids would come up to me
on the street and be like, “Are you
the guy from Vine?” and I felt like I
had stumbled from one pigeonhole to
another. I posted a Vine about my tour
and the comments were like, “Man,
Vines really change your life, letting
you go on tour.”
TD: Kids these days.
BB: Right.
TD: What do you think George Carlin
would think of your generation of
comedians?
BB: I don’t think my generation has
blossomed yet. I still feel like the
sort of youngest working comedian,
and have felt like that for a while.
I’m excited to see what everyone my
age will do when they get the opportunity to do it. I’m sure they’re doing
it [now], I’m sure they just haven’t
had the exposure to be able to go
around, but I’m excited. I think it’s
going to be weird, and it’s going to
be silly.
I worship Carlin, and Carlin could
very well not like it and that’s okay.
I’m hoping comedians that come
up that are my age are going to be
nice, and we’re going to be weird and
see BURNHAM, page 6

O

nce” (2007) was a surprise hit in
both Ireland and the United States.
Due to its major success, I was
unaware of its underdog status
until recently and had assumed it was a
Hollywood production. In fact, “Once” was
actually funded by the Irish Film Board with
a micro-budget.
“Once” is a classic guy-meets-girl movie.
The main characters, portrayed by Glen
Hansard and Markéta Irglová, are never
named and are actually listed as “Guy”
and “Girl” in the film’s production materials. Nonetheless, “Once” subverts the guymeets-girl trope by depicting a snapshot
of two lives intersecting, as opposed to a
sweeping, epic love story. The guy and girl
come together, make music and then part,
falling in love in the process. The film’s home
movie style cinematography creates an
ephemeral, moment-by-moment feeling,
suggesting that the characters’ time together is temporary. It only happens once.
“Once” takes place in Dublin, largely in
the Grafton Street area — a gathering point
for locals, tourists and musicians. As I lived
in this area last semester, watching “Once”
was particularly exciting for me.
The film begins with the guy playing Van
Morrison on Grafton Street. At night, after
most people have left the area, he plays his
original music, drawing the attention of the
girl. From here a friendship, a musical partnership and a unique romance ensue. Both
the guy and the girl are struggling musicians
who have put their musical aspirations on
hold in order to focus on other responsibilities. The guy, still reeling from a break-up
that provides much of the inspiration for his
songs, lives and works with his father in a
vacuum repair shop. He moved in after the
split with his long-term girlfriend, partially
to support his widower father and partially
to seek support himself. The girl, a Czech
immigrant, lives with her mother and young
daughter in a crowded flat. She is a single
mother separated from her husband who
is still living in the Czech Republic. While
they each express it in different ways, both
characters feel a deep loneliness. “Once” follows the two as their relationship develops
through their musical collaboration, culminating in the recording of a demo tape.
The film’s actors, Hansard and Irglová, are
primarily musicians and worked together
prior to the film as the folk rock duo The
Swell Season. They also co-wrote all the
film’s original songs, winning an Academy
Award for Best Original Song for the film’s
most popular number, “Falling Slowly.”
While music plays an important role in
“Once,” the film is not a standard musical.
The characters sing because they are composing pieces, not because an emotion has
suddenly inspired them to break out in song.
Each song’s presence is justified by the plot of
the film and many are clearly based upon the
characters’ previous relationships. However,
the songs are also relevant to the budding
relationship between the guy and the girl. In
one scene, the guy sits on his bed and plays
“Trying to Pull Myself Away,” a song that he
wrote prior to meeting the girl. Nonetheless,
the song also connects to the guy as he tries
to emotionally distance himself from the girl
in order to avoid getting hurt again.
The film’s music is just as affecting as its
plot. My favorite song is “The Hill,” on which
Irglová contributes lead vocals. In both the
film and the more polished recording on
the soundtrack, Irglová’s voice maintains
a disjointed cadence. This is both rhythmically interesting and appropriate to the
film’s plot, as it depicts the girl’s reticence to
make herself vulnerable by singing.
“Once” will appeal to music lovers,
Dublin aficionados and fans of understated
romances.
Next week’s film: “In America.”

Megan Clark is a senior who is majoring in
English and history. She can be reached at
Megan.Clark@tufts.edu.

The Tufts Daily

6

Arts & Living

Bo Burnham strikes excellent balance in ‘Egghead’
EGGHEAD

continued from page 5

utterly new voice for Burnham — a voice
that is not cynical, but humbly romantic.
Though it has become his trademark,
in this instance Burnham’s heavy use of
non sequiturs, cynical hooks and nearlycorny puns actually makes readers more
receptive to other more personal, heartfelt poems about love and loss.
These pieces — drastically different
from Burnham’s typical fare — catch
the audience off guard. While the juxtaposition may seem awkward on paper,
it plays out in the opposite way when
reading the book. The more serious,
romantic poems hit readers without
any warning and consequently have a
much stronger impact than they would
if they were situated in the middle of
a love poem anthology. This juxtaposition also makes the funny poems all
the more comical. Midway through the
book, readers remain unsure of what
turn any one poem will take.
While “Egghead” is versatile,
Burnham’s style is definitively present throughout. His tone sometimes
changes from poem to poem, but
Burnham’s style assures that the book

Phil Provencio via Wikimedia Commons

Comedian Bo Burnham catches readers off guard with heartfelt poems amidst comedy in
his new book, ‘Egghead.’

Tuesday, October 22, 2013

is consistent and helps readers see it
as a singular entity rather than a compilation of many different voices. He
uses simple syntactical constructions,
active phrasing and playful alliteration
and assonance in the same vein as Shel
Silverstein. Burnham’s book compares
to the works of Silverstein not only in
style and quality, but also in terms of
depth. Though Silverstein wrote children’s poems, many of his pieces functioned on an adult level.
Burnham has achieved something
very similar — instead of writing
poems for children, he has created
sophisticated poems for teenagers and
young adults. “Egghead” is extremely
re-readable and shareable, as one can
always find more than a solid laugh in
every poem.
Chock full of surprising, hilarious poetic
comedy and romantic, heartfelt notions,
Bo Burnham and Chance Bone’s “Egghead:
Or, You Can’t Survive on Ideas Alone” is
entertaining, touching and impressive.
Read it on a bus or plane; read it to your
younger siblings; read it before bed, in a
coffee shop or for a poetry analysis. It is
appropriate in all of these places and on all
of these levels.

Ronald Woan via Flickr: Creative Commons

‘Bangerz’ confirms Miley Cyrus’ vocal talent.

‘Bangerz’ mixes heartfelt lyrics with fun, pop beats
BANGERZ

continued from page 5

partying, drug use and nudity aside
and really focuses on the vocals that
made her so successful in first place.
No matter the context of the lyrics,
there is simply no denying that Cyrus
is talented. “Adore You,” along with
many of the other slow tracks on the
album, clearly seems to address Cyrus’
broken engagement with actor Liam
Hemsworth, as she sings, “We were
meant to be / In holy matrimony.”
This theme continues on “My
Darling.” Cyrus croons, “Pictured us
walking through the altar / For better
or for worse.” Here, Cyrus once again
creates a fantastic juxtaposition of real
vocals against catchy pop interjections.
Though party anthems such as “We
Can’t Stop” might invoke a few emotions from Cyrus, these feelings are simply not as profound as those produced

on other tracks like “My Darling.”
Unfortunately, title track “SMS
(Bangerz)” leaves something to be
desired. For one thing, Cyrus steps into
a Ke$ha-like rapping style in the beginning of the song — something she can’t
seem to master. Britney Spears, who is
featured on the track, is allotted a mere
30 seconds in which she also attempts
to rap — and is also unsuccessful. This
failed vocal style, along with a pressing,
overwhelming beat makes for a disappointing number.
Perhaps the most interesting piece
on the album is “4x4.” On this tune,
Cyrus reaches back to her Nashville
roots, delivering edginess with a
country twist. Even Nelly’s verse on
the track manages to maintain the
Southern feel.
On “#GETITRIGHT,” Miley utilizes
the same talent she harnesses so skillfully on her ballad tracks and pairs it

with a fun, upbeat tempo and a whistle
riff that you just can’t avoid mimicking.
“#GETITRIGHT” also features amazing
runs and highlights Cyrus’ range, which
is quite impressive. Another remarkable
feature on the album is the aptly titled
“FU.” Starting slow, the song works its
way into a steady piano beat with a hint
of dubstep. Cyrus declares, “I’ve got
two, ooh letters for you / One of them’s
‘F’ and the other one’s ‘U’ / ‘Cause what
you gotta do is go get yourself a clue.”
With undoubtedly clever lyrics, “FU”
holds appeal across the board — anyone with an ex will find himself or herself screaming along.
The lyrical genius on the album —
with the help from producers Mike
WiLL Made It and Pharrell Williams —
is revealed on “Someone Else.” Cyrus
sings, “If you’re looking for love / Know
that love don’t live here anymore / He
left with my heart / They both walked

Bo Burnham discusses George Carlin, Vine
BURNHAM

continued from page 5

out there and, hopefully, a little
theatrical and a little stranger,
because we are born from the
internet and not necessarily

comedy clubs, which are a little
bit homogenizing.
TD: When and where can people
get “Egghead”?
BB: Now. You can get it anywhere —

bookstores, Amazon ... Go get it now!
TD: Awesome. What’s next
for you?
BB: I’m not sure. Touring this
hour [stand-up special] one

through that door without me.” It’s a
relatively simple use of personification, yet Cyrus’ performance seems to
spark some real creativity. The song,
like others on the album, is also easy
for audiences to relate to, giving it an
extra boost.
Other tracks such as “Love Money
Party,” “Drive” and “Do My Thang”
all fit into Cyrus’ high-tempo style.
Though they’re not bad, they’re definitely not her best. However, it is safe
to say that Cyrus has proved herself on
“Bangerz.” Although there are some
obvious low points, Cyrus’ talent is evident throughout. And it wouldn’t be a
true Miley Cyrus album if there weren’t
a few shallow, lighthearted songs that
reference her favorite recreational
drugs. In any case, these drawbacks are
not enough to bring down the album
as a whole — a true showcase of Cyrus’
musical abilities.

last time, touring this new
show [called] “what.” And
then ... I’ll be staring into the
abyss, and just have to come
up with something else — that
terrifying, fun time when I

feel like I need to quit and
hopefully don’t.
TD: We all hope you don’t either.
Thanks so much, Bo.
BB: All right, thanks man.
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American Red Cross
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The need is
constant.

The gratification
is instant.

Carmichael Hall Lounge
Monday, 10/21 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 10/22 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
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Schedule an appointment TODAY on
*Positive ID Required*

tuftslife.com

Walk-ins are welcome!

Free food!

While the Leonard Carmichael Society
fully supports blood donation, we do not condone the FDA's policy
barring blood donations from men who have had sex with another
man. We acknowledge that this policy discriminates against gay
and bisexual members of the Tufts community.
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Tufts Programs
Abroad 2014-15
Upcoming Informational Pizza Parties

Tufts in Madrid:

Tuesday, October 22nd at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall Room 745A&B

Tufts in Oxford:

Monday, October 28th at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall Room 745B

Tufts in London:

Thursday, October 31st at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall Room 745A&B
Other Tufts Programs Abroad Informational Pizza Parties:
Tufts in Tübingen: Mon., 11/4 @ 6pm in Dowling 745B
Tufts in Ghana: Tuesday, 11/5 @ 6pm in the Africana Center
Tufts in China: Thurs., 11/7 @ 6pm in Dowling 745B
Tufts in Paris: Wed., 11/13 @ 6pm in Dowling 745A

Come learn more about our programs!
http://uss.tufts.edu/studyabroad
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Financial aid initiatives show promise

Since the admission of the Tufts
Class of 2014, wherein 1,317 students
matriculated, the number of matriculating students has fluctuated between
1,310 and 1,317. However, as the cost
of the academic year at Tufts has
gone up, approaching $60,000 for the
2013-2014 school year, students who
qualify for financial aid require more
every year. Dean of Undergraduate
Admissions Lee Coffin stated that,
despite growing financial need, the
number of students receiving aid has
remained relatively constant.
Tufts practiced need-blind admissions for two years — 2007 and 2008 —
as a result of a generous alumnus gift.
Following economic downturn in the
financial crisis of 2008, however, Tufts
has not been able to sustain need-blind
admissions. In an August Boston Globe
article, Coffin explained that financial
need is only taken into account at the

end of a prospective student’s application, but has still factored into needaware admission decisions. At the end
of the day, promising students who
may otherwise have been admitted to
Tufts are denied because of their financial situations.
It is logical that Tufts should prioritize providing current students with
enough aid, which, according to Coffin,
is partly why the university suspended
need-blind admissions following the
recession. Considering that Tufts does
not supply academic or merit-based
scholarships to students, it must continue to find ways to provide aid for
students with demonstrated need, who
can be overlooked by candidates from
higher-income backgrounds.
The university has launched ambitious and necessary campaigns to
ensure that the need demonstrated
by enrolled Tufts students is met,

including the current financial aid
initiative to raise $25 million by June
2014. Within this initiative, University
President Anthony Monaco has further
paved the way for incoming funds by
matching endowed gifts of $100,000,
and over 40 new endowed scholarships have been created since the
start of this initiative. Monaco and the
Board of Trustees should be lauded
for these goals, as steps like these are
essential to maintaining the diversity
of students’ backgrounds on campus.
Although there is certainly room
for improvement and it is undeniable
that deserving students are not admitted because of financial limitations,
the administration is seemingly committed to providing as much financial
aid as possible. Given our university’s
financial situation, the administration
is being reasonable about its current
abilities to supply financial aid.
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by

Michelle Gil

The Dartmouth

“Make new friends, but keep the old.”
The last time you heard that phrase was
likely in elementary school. Yet as pledge
term continues for many sophomores, this
puerile message is as important as ever.
Amidst the excitement and novelty of affiliation, new members of Greek organizations
need to make a concerted effort to keep up
with already established relationships. As
tempting as it is to place all our focus on
befriending all our new sisters and brothers, we newly affiliated sophomores should
put just as much, if not more, energy into
maintaining old friendships as fostering
new friendships.
When I first noticed this term that I was
no longer seeing friends with whom just
last year I’d spend time frequently, I initially put it down to the start of a new year.
Rescheduling plans over and over just to
inevitably cancel every time, and not making
plans in the first place because of lack of free
time — these are normal at the beginning
of the school year. But after giving it some
thought, I realized they really began with
rush. We all thought that once that week
was over, we would have time to do what
we wanted again. But pledging appears to
have made the problem worse. Some of it
is self-imposed, with students voluntarily
spending all their time with fellow pledges.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

Some of it is “required,” with a few houses
hindering new members’ outside contact
by forcing them to spend time together
or discouraging communication with other
friends. Either way, as I can almost tangibly
feel my relationships with once close friends
slipping away, I realize that the fault for this
problem belongs with us all — pledges,
houses and unaffiliated students alike.
As much as I agree that bonding with a
house is important in the weeks after receiving a bid, some fraternities and sororities
need to recognize that they may be requiring too much of their pledges’ time. Usually,
it is considered acceptable for a pledge to
skip out on activities for academic reasons.
But perhaps houses should also be tolerable
of those who would choose to miss an event
to maintain other friendships. We pride ourselves on an inclusionary Greek system, but
during pledge term it can seem exclusionary and even isolationist.
Pledges share responsibility as well. We
not only need to put in effort, but need to be
cognizant of this phenomenon in the first
place. It shouldn’t be considered acceptable
to overlook other relationships in favor of
pursuing new ones in a house. It shouldn’t
be considered appropriate or normal to
blow off friends we were once so close with
to spend time with others. What happens
during the next few terms when differing
D-plans means months of not being on
campus at the same time as old friends?

The next guaranteed time to see them is
sophomore summer. Perhaps that is why
that term, from what I have heard, seems to
be so house-centric. To avoid this, pledges
need to put particular work into keeping up
relationships with their peers both in other
houses and those who remain unaffiliated.
Unaffiliated students have a part to play
in this all, too. First — and this should be
obvious, but unfortunately is not — affiliated students still want to be friends with
those who are not affiliated. At times it
may seem like that is not the case, but for
most students in Greek organizations, it
is. Unaffiliated peers, I know it may make
you uncomfortable being around affiliated
people, especially if your unaffiliated status
is not entirely by choice, but most of us are
capable of not talking about it in front of
you. Admittedly, some affiliated students
do not make enough of an effort to keep
in touch with unaffiliated peers because
they think they might offend them or annoy
them with talk of Greek life. Just as students
in houses should reach out, unaffiliated
students shouldn’t be afraid to take that first
step of blitzing to make plans.
The beauty of the fault residing with so
many is that the burden of preventing this
lies on the shoulders of us all as well. In
the end, it is important to embrace Greek
life, but we need to be careful not to close
ourselves off into the individual bubble of
each house.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
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telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.
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Eloise Libre | Frankly Candid

Atlanta crime sparks gun debates

by

Talk
the
talk

Anu Sekar

The Technique

Armed with only a backpack filled with
valuables, students often traverse through
campus late at night, unconscious of the
potential dangers that can await them even
on a “safe college campus.”
But even in seemingly harmless situations, there are many potential threats
to a student’s safety, especially on an
open campus in the heart of Atlanta. In
2013 alone, there have been 33 reported acts of robbery, aggravated assault
and burglary at Tech, according to the
GTPD’s UCR crime statistics.
This is the overarching message that resonates for the students who advocate concealed carry at Tech campus.
As controversial an issue as this may
be, students such as those in Students for
Concealed Carry (SCC) feel strongly that
everyone at Tech should have a fair method
of defense in a dangerous situation.
“Before living in Atlanta, I never shot a
firearm or anything of that nature. Seeing
the dangers of our campus is why I work
for this,” said Kyle Wilkins, current cochairman of Students for Concealed Carry,
a national organization whose chapter at
Tech was created in 2011.
“It’s about being proactive and being prepared, thinking about what would happen if
I were in that situation,” Wilkins said.
For Robert Eager, former chairman of
the organization, the campaign was a
little more personal.
“I approached someone on the edge of
campus and someone drew a knife on me
and that gave me a big push,” Eager said of
an incident that made him more passionate
about the concealed carry goal. Eager graduated in spring 2013 and is now southeast
regional director of the organization.
“People who carry are in a safe group
of individuals and have a right to defend
themselves. When they come to campus, you are disarming them and they
can’t defend themselves ... they’re sitting
ducks,” Eager said of his stance on the
importance of being armed.
“Even if police can respond, victims are

D
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lost because they can’t defend themselves,”
Eager said, who believes that despite the
Clery acts, bus systems and active work
of GTPD, all of which are more reactive
responses, students themselves need to be
in control of their own safety.
In the past year, the group has gone far
in attempting to pass legislation for Tech to
implement a concealed carry policy, but the
issue “was put on the back burner last year,”
according to Wilkins.
In spring 2014, the legislation will present
campus carry as part of HB512, which is a
live bill from the last session.
Not all students agree with the SCC,
though, and SGA is hoping to gather a substantial set of data on students’ opinions
on this issue by that time to gain a comprehensive view of how the student body feels
about having concealed carry.
“If and when the discussion ramps back
up as we approach the start of the session in
January, Lucy [Tucker] and I want to make
sure we’re prepared with knowledge of the
popular student opinion,” said Nick Picon,
undergraduate student body president. “Our
IT committee is developing a portal for polling the student body, and we plan to use that

to gather some data and better understand
student opinion on this controversial issue.
“If time allows, I think we’ll plan to have
another town hall on the issue and also pass
a resolution so we can formally determine
UHR’s opinion as representatives of the student body. I don’t believe that my personal
opinion should define our stance, so we’ll be
actively seeking the student body’s opinion
so that I can accurately present the student’s
body’s wishes to state legislators in January,”
Picon further said.
SCC welcomes debates from people who
think differently on the issue.
“We table on Skiles, we debate with campus groups ... answer questions and misconceptions,” Wilkins said.
They also maintain a good relationship
with GTPD, and want to show that they are
still students and want to show that they care
about campus safety as a whole.
“We don’t want people to think that people who would want to carry on campus
would be vigilantes,” Wilkins said.
Both Wilkins and Eager want to continue
pressing for their goals and make sure that
they are seen not as proponents of violence,
but as protectors of safety.

Off the Hill | University of Colorado Boulder

Why the U.S. debt ceiling is frightening
by

Ellis Arnold

CU Independent

Congress ended the fight over the debt
ceiling last Thursday, raising it to a limit that
is expected to be hit again in February. But
what is the debt ceiling, and why is it such an
important issue?
The debt ceiling is a limit on the amount
of money that the federal government can
borrow. According to the U.S. Department
of the Treasury, the federal government borrows money from individuals, corporations,
local and state governments, Federal Reserve
Banks and foreign governments and entities.
When the borrowing limit or “ceiling” is
reached, Congress and the President must
agree to raise the debt ceiling in order to keep
borrowing. Raising the debt ceiling does not
mean raising the debt itself. It means raising the limit on how much money we are
allowed to borrow.
The reason we need to borrow money at
all is that only about 54 percent of what the
federal government spends is money from
revenue, or money the government collects
from taxes. The remaining 46 percent comes
from money that is borrowed.
That’s why raising the debt ceiling is such
a hot issue: If we wait until the government
hits the limit, and then proceed not to raise
the limit, the federal government would have
to choose between cutting spending from
certain obligations or fail to pay interest to
its loaners. Those obligations include paying Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid
benefits, as well as paying military salaries to
citizens who need them.
The issue frightens me because no
one knows for sure what will happen if
the debt ceiling isn’t raised. It’s a political no man’s land. Failing to raise the

MCT

debt ceiling is unprecedented.
When Congress argues it prolongs a longterm solution, it has the potential to destabilize the economy because world markets
begin to worry. Even the potential threat
of the U.S. default — that is, being unable
to guarantee that it will pay interest on its
debt — means that banks and credit markets
around the world wouldn’t be able to borrow
from each other in the same way. The U.S.
dollar would be seen as less dependable, thus
lowering the value of the dollar and raising
the cost of borrowing money if the debt ceiling is raised.
Last week,someCongressionalRepublicans
objected to raising the debt ceiling unless
Democrats agreed to lower spending by cutting entitlements, or mandatory spending programs such as Social Security, and repealing
the newly implemented health care law commonly known as Obamacare. Both parties are
for cutting spending in the abstract, but most
Democrats oppose cutting Social Security and

the repeal of any aspect of Obamacare.
Republicans’ desire to cut spending from
entitlements is one thing, but it should have
absolutely nothing to do with the debt ceiling. Both parties are for reforming the budget, but the way to do that should be through
debate and compromise. Standing in the
way of the debt ceiling being raised isn’t
changing the federal budget, it’s just making Republicans look like children throwing
tantrums. This nation can’t afford another
debt ceiling scare.
If Republicans want to reduce the deficit and slow the growth of our debt, they
shouldn’t be wasting time stalling this vital
aspect of their jobs. I think the only way to
lower the budget deficit and thus slow the
growth of our debt is to reasonably negotiate
changing the spending laws that are already
in place.
Playing games with the debt ceiling, as
Republicans learned again last Thursday, is
not the way to reduce the deficit.

espite distinct differences among
various college social circles, I have
noticed one particular strand of
commonality — a few select conversation items repeat from clique to clique.
These same chats seem to arise in any and
every social context. Whether you are a boisterous jock, quiet writer, Pro Row legend or
something in between, I can confidently guarantee that these standard topics will come up
among your friend groups at some point during the undergraduate experience.
Deciding on Tufts. Again and again,
throughout the college social scene, you will
discuss the moment you received your acceptance letter, how you reacted and what it
meant for you. This comprehensive description usually touches upon feelings, parents,
the application process, waiting, more waiting
and untimely email server crashes. And, of
course the big question: Were you ED?
Pronunciation of certain words and choice
phrases, especially within a regional context.
Among every group of friends, individuals
tend to discuss “accents” and various colloquialisms: Room? Aunt? Caramel? Either?
Mad cool, yo? Hella rad, brah? No matter
what, though, we have too much hometown
pride to relinquish our own styles in favor of
assimilating to the Tufts Twang.
Vegetarianism (and other interesting
food regiments). Considering the “Tufts
chic” label of vegetarians and general hype
these days around Paleo, vegan and glutenfree-for-various-reasons diets, many college students have tried, if not, have heard
of and are willing to discuss these habits.
Motives behind trying a diet, how long it
lasted and whether it was worth the effort
are all hot topics in this domain.
Kids’ television, specifically Nickelodeon
shows and Disney Channel Original Movies.
Everyone had their favorites growing up
and no one is afraid to tell you what they
were. “Rugrats,” “Spongebob” and “The Luck
of the Irish” are classics, but the conversation will likely transition to “Rocket Power,”
“SmartHouse” and “Brink!” thereby fueling
arguments over the best and worst of our
time. This discussion reflects our eternal fascination with childhood throwbacks.
Pictures on ID cards. This one is a given;
ultimately, one friend will pull out a wallet to reveal some horrifyingly pre-pubescent driver’s license photo. This inevitably
prompts an exchange of ID cards and reveling in each other’s embarrassing sixteenyear-old hairstyles and acne.
A discussion of the differences and overlaps
between the terms “cute,” “hot,” “beautiful”
and “pretty” — and possibly others that fit
into this category. This topic spurs from media
overload, where celebrities receive tireless
judgment via these labels. But in analyzing
the various connotations of these terms, we
often just want people to tell us which one(s)
we fit, a reliable ego-booster.
High school pranks. This inevitable
exchange capitalizes on the eccentric deeds of
everyone’s (not-so) rebellious past. His senior
class zip-tied the lockers. Hers Saran-wrapped
the principal’s car. Mine was pretty lame, but I
still tell everyone about it anyway, just to contribute to the conversation.
Age of first cell phone/smartphone.
Somehow, this conversation turns into a competition to determine which friend suffered
from the most technology-deficient childhood.
We ultimately address the modern disgrace
that is fourth-graders glued to their iPhones,
mostly because it makes us feel mature and
wholesome to associate with an older, superior
generation; we are proud to have grown up
independent of 3G convenience.
Singing “Wagon Wheel.” At some point in
college, every friend group shares in this amateur musical moment, either around a campfire, while driving down the highway with the
windows down or over a late-night snack. Of
course, the tune never sounds great (every
social circle has a token tone-deaf friend)
and yet sharing in this classic melody unifies
groups like nothing else.

Eloise Libre is a senior majoring in history.
She may be reached at eloise.libre@tufts.edu

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Comics

Tuesday, October 22, 2013

Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Getting fired by the Dropkick Murphys’ “Shipping Up to Boston.”

Late Night at the Daily

Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Jenna: I don’t want to engage in activities
with my mouth.
Elliot: No me gusta oral fixation. That’s
what Jenna just said.

Please recycle this Daily.

Monday’s Solution

by

Wiley

The Tufts Daily

Tuesday, October 22, 2013
Wanted
$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and
give the gift of
family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge
location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.COM

Services

Housing

Sonny’s Barber Shop. Look Good –
Best Haircuts Around! 5 Minutes from
TUFTS – 282a Main st. Medford. MA.
See Joe Jr. Walk in’s always Welcome!
Highly Skilled Barber at Your Service!
Open Tuesday- Saturday
(617) 515. 2955

11

Sports
-

-

-

Great 3BR Right On Campus –
Clean + Excellent Condition – free
Parking – Available June 15 2014.
Call 617-4486233

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Sikes-Keilp scores 14th goal of the season
FIELD HOCKEY

continued from back

Spiliotes managed to get a piece of the
ball each time.
Tufts eventually broke through once more
in the 52nd minute, when Jamison connected with Sikes-Keilp on a penalty corner
to give the Jumbos a two-goal advantage.
As the second half wore on the Ephs
pressed forward, using quick passes to create scoring opportunities.
Unfortunately for Williams, the squad’s
efforts were fruitless for the majority of
the period.
With less than a minute remaining
in regulation, however, the Ephs broke

through for a final score. Williams drew a
series of late penalty corners, and as time
expired, Jablonski found the boards to
make it 3-2.
“Williams did a good job of keeping
the pressure and always having two people on us. However, we never gave up and
worked on drawing corners and keeping
the ball in our offensive half to help preserve the win,” Cannon said.
Without weekday games approaching,
the Jumbos have five full days to prepare
for their next opponents. They must gear
up for an even longer roadtrip, this time
to Clinton, N.Y. to face the Hamilton
Continentals on Oct. 26.

Aaron Leibowitz | The Fan

“Looking forward to Hamilton, we are
working hard to push each other at practice every day and mentally prepare for
another challenging game,” Golja said.
“Every NESCAC win is big and this is
no different,” Cannon added. “We are
working on situational plays and how we
would break out or defend them. We are
looking forward to Hamilton this weekend, and since it’s our last road game we
hope we go out with a win.”
Although their eyes are focused on the
game ahead of them, somewhere in the
back of the Jumbos’ minds lie thoughts of
the upcoming postseason, now just two
games away.

Jumbos primed for NESCAC title repeat
MEN’S XC

continued from back

Coughran (114th, 27:48).
“Mitch really stepped up and surprised
everyone at the meet,” McCrory said. “He
is known for his speed as an 800 meter
runner, but he showed his talent and
range today in his first ever ‘8k’ race. Mike
[Coughran] also ran a nice PR [personal
record], so that was a nice last effort for
him as well.”
“We rested our top 12 today for NESCACs
in 2 weeks,” senior tri-captain Ben Wallis,
who did not run in the meet, said. “We
have been getting in some quality speed
work because most of our base work at this
point is complete.”
Rather than race in the meet, the top

12 Jumbos, who will all be racing at the
NESCAC meet on Nov. 2, instead ran a
workout on the course.
“Recently, we have been doing shorter but faster workouts.” Wallis said.
“With shorter but quicker intervals, we
can sharpen our speed just in time for
the postseason.”
Wallis also pointed out that their most
recent workouts have been increasing
their threshold for comfort while racing.
“By increasing our speed, we have
been getting much more comfortable
with race pace.” Wallis said. “Interval
workouts with high quality fartleks
[alternating fast/slow running repetitions] will be key for us.”
As for the Jumbos who raced on the

day, Wallis explained that the curtain
hasn’t closed on their season just yet.
“Our top two guys from today
[McCrory and Garfield] will be running at the ECAC [Eastern Collegiate
Athletic Conference] meet in a few
weeks, along with our numbers eight
through 12 runners, who will be running at NESCACs,” Wallis said. “The
guys that are finished racing will still
continue to train with us and will serve
as alternates in case anything happens,
so we’re comfortable saying we have a
solid group of guys who can step up if
anything goes wrong.”
After a week off, the Jumbos will be back
at Harkness Memorial State Park to defend
their NESCAC title.

Tufts runners capture second win
WOMEN’S XC

continued from back

ness in the ‘6k.’”
The course itself made the race a little
bit more difficult as well.
“The course is, like most other courses
we run this year, very flat,” Gould said.
“It consisted of mostly loops on grassy
fields with a few patches of sand that
made it difficult at points because we
sunk in and used a lot of energy getting
through those sandy spots.”
The team’s 55-second 1-5 spread was
as strong as it has been all season, and
will be even more crucial as the team prepares for important upcoming meets. The
Jumbos have a couple of weeks off before
their next race, which is the NESCAC
Championship meet. The team’s performance at Conn. College is a positive sign
in light of its NESCAC title hopes.
“At this point in the season, we need
to focus on being at our peak condition
both physically and mentally,” Barker

Kelly Fahey for the Tufts Daily

Senior tri-captain Abby Barker placed first for the Jumbos and third overall at the
Connecticut College Invitational as Tufts captured its second victory of the season.
said. “We’ve been building mileage and
training hard since June, and it’s time to
back off a little so our legs are fresh for
NESCACs and Regionals. Similarly, we’ve

Launch your international career
through Peace Corps service
PEACE CORPS AT TUFTS UNIVERSITY
Thursday, Oc tober 24
Information Table
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Campus Center
Returned Volunteer Panel
6:00 p.m.
Dowling Hall, Room 745A
Learn more from Tufts University
Recruiter Katrina Deutsch
kdeutsch@peacecorps.gov

Peace Corps

peacecorps.gov - 855.855.1961

spent the past four races figuring out
how to race well as a team. Now we have
to focus on putting ourselves in the race
and being confident in our ability to run
with the front pack.”
While the Jumbos are currently firing
on all cylinders, they have to make sure
not to peak too soon.
“It’s also at a point in the season
where the workouts from August and
September are really evident in our fitness level,” Barker said. “I think that
what can be difficult about this race
is that we should not be in our peak
shape yet. We still have a solid four or
five weeks left with some of our important races, and we need to challenge
ourselves to keep improving and not be
content with any performance.”
The team’s success this weekend does
not mean much in terms of its goals
for the season. For the Jumbos, there is
much more work to be done.
“Now that championship season is
here, the team is really focusing on the
little things like sleep, stretching and
taking care of our bodies,” Gould said.
“NESCACs is going to have a lot of really
talented teams, so we are prepared for
that but confident that if we run as well
as we can, there’s no reason we can’t beat
a lot of them.”

Folk’ed up

R

oger Goodell sure is lucky America’s
obsessed with football. His ex-players
are brain damaged, his league endured
a work stoppage two years ago and now,
in the NFL’s latest fiasco, a new rule that no one
seems to understand has decided the outcome
of a game. Let’s call it “Push-gate.”
The end of Sunday’s game between the Jets
and Patriots was, to say the least, bizarre. With
the score tied at 27 in overtime, Jets kicker Nick
Folk missed a 56-yard field goal attempt. But
the try was nullified due to an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty against Patriots defensive
tackle Chris Jones.
Four plays later, Folk nailed a 42-yarder
to win.
On the initial 56-yard attempt, referee
Jerome Bulger had ruled that Jones pushed
a teammate on the line of scrimmage into
the formation, a violation of Rule 9, Section 1,
Article 3 (B2), instituted prior to the start of the
2013 season.
Bulger was correct: Jones had indeed pushed
a teammate on the line of scrimmage. But
Patriots head coach Bill Belichick contested
that, because Jones himself was on the line of
scrimmage at the snap, the play was legal. It
would have been illegal, Belichick said, had
Jones begun at the “second level,” away from
the line.
This is where the story gets weird.
The official NFL Rulebook mentions nothing about the “second level” with regard to the
new rule. It states: “Team B players cannot push
teammates on the line of scrimmage into the
offensive formation.” Based on the official rule,
Bulger made the right call.
But in a story published on Sept. 3 on NFL.
com, the rule was explained like this: “Team B
players NOT AT THE LINE OF SCRIMMAGE
AT THE SNAP cannot push players at the line
of scrimmage into the offensive formation.”
(Emphasis mine.)
Those nine added words might have
changed the outcome of Sunday’s game.
About two hours after Belichick’s press
conference, those words had magically disappeared from the article. (Nice work by Tom
E. Curran of Comcast SportsNet to spot this.)
Still accompanying the article was a video of
NFL VP of officiating Dean Blandino explaining the rule — and using the term “second
level” in the process.
Wait ... what?
One small editor’s note at the top of the
article helps explain the situation: “The rule
proposal was amended before it was passed to
ban pushing of any ‘Team B’ teammate at the
line of scrimmage.” In other words, sometime
in the two days between the original posting of
the article and the opening kickoff of the 2013
season, the wording of the rule was changed to
remove the part about the second level.
Still, the whole thing seems sleazy. Late
Sunday night, NFL.com ran a new article, in
which Blandino explained why Bulger’s call
was correct.
“Patriots coach Bill Belichick wasn’t happy
with the call, which was explained to all players and coaches by Blandino’s representatives
during training camp,” the story reads. Then,
the author states that the change was implemented in March, and he presents the rule —
without even acknowledging that those nine
fateful words ever existed.
Belichick is no fool; if anyone knows the rulebook like the back of his hand, it’s the Patriots’
hoodie-wearing mastermind. The fact that he
believed the “second level” language was still
part of the rule suggests poor communication
on the part of the NFL.
Instead of scrambling to save face, for once the
league ought to try being honest — you know, act
human for a change. At the very least, it should
acknowledge that a last-minute rule change contributed to Sunday’s mass confusion.
But we all know that won’t happen. Chances
are the NFL will go on playing its fans for fools.

Aaron Leibowitz is a senior who is majoring in American studies. He can be reached
at Aaron.Leibowitz@tufts.edu.
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Field Hockey

Jumbos improve to 11-1 after win over Ephs
by

Kate Klots

Daily Editorial Board

The No. 3 field hockey team returned
to NESCAC competition this weekend, making the three-hour drive to

FIELD HOCKEY
(11-1 Overall, 7-1 NESCAC)
at Williamstown, Mass., Saturday
Tufts
Williams

2
1

1
1

—
—

3
2

Williamstown to face the Ephs, who
entered the game with a 2-5 conference
record. Despite a buzzer beater score
from Williams to pull within one, Tufts
escaped with a 3-2 win — though the
result was closer than head coach Tina
McDavitt’s squad might have hoped.
“Winning on Saturday was really important because Williams is a good team and
every conference game is important, since
we want good seeding in the NESCAC tournament,” sophomore defender Alexandra
Jamison said.
The Jumbos came out of the gates fast,
earning a series of quality offensive possessions and penalty corner opportunities
in the opening 10 minutes of play. Minutes

later, Tufts capitalized on one such corner.
Jamison tallied her first collegiate goal at
the 12:13 mark, receiving the ball inside
the 16-meter circle and firing a shot past
the Ephs senior keeper Ariana Spiliotes for
the early Tufts advantage.
“In practice we emphasize being ready
on the post and after the shot from [senior
co-captain Steph Wan] that hit the post
and came back into the circle, [Jamison]
was ready and pushed the ball home,”
senior All-American center midfielder
Emily Cannon said.
Just two minutes later, Williams responded with a strike of its own. Following
Jamison’s score, the Ephs worked the ball
into their own offensive zone. Senior midfielder Emily Jablonski found junior forward Caitlin Conlon in front of the goal to
finish the equalizer.
With the game again tied in knots,
both teams looked to break the dead
heat. Finally, Tufts sophomore midfielder Dakota Sikes-Keilp put a ball through
to Cannon. Cannon finished the shot
past Spiliotes to put the Jumbos back
on top with 10 minutes remaining in the
first half.
“We worked really hard to keep using
our system, our layers and good passing patterns to push the ball up the

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

Senior All-American center midfielder Emily Cannon scored the eventual game-winning goal
for Tufts as the Jumbos picked up their sixth consecutive win.
field,” junior defender Colleen Golja said.
“Communication and trust are always key
as well, and I think we just took it back to
basics trying to look for one good pass,
one good receive at a time.”

Just three minutes into the second stanza, the Jumbos threatened again. Cannon
and Sikes-Keilp each took aim on goal, but
see FIELD HOCKEY, page 11

Men’s Cross Country

Tufts runs well at Conn., looks forward to postseason
by

Chris Warren

Contributing Writer

Members of the men’s cross country
squad traveled to Harkness Memorial State
Park in Waterford, Conn. for the Connecticut
College Invitational on Saturday.The Jumbos,
who did not send their top-12 runners from
the New England Intercollegiate Amateur
Athletic Association Championships, scored
323 points en route to a 14th place finish
against many teams that were racing their
full squads at full strength.
The 8-kilometer course goes around the
park in a series of loops adjacent to the
seashore, making the course both windy
and scenic.
“The Conn. College course is the same
course where NESCACs will be held [on
Nov. 2],” junior Colin McCrory said. “The
entire course is right by the beach and is
very grassy, sandy and flat.”
McCrory led the Jumbos on Saturday,
as he placed 49th overall with his 26:43
finish. Junior Sam Garfield was right on
his tail with a 51st place finish in 26:45.
Freshman Bobby McLaughlin also had
an impressive performance, just missing
breaking the 27-minute barrier, running
a 27:03 for 69th place overall. Sophomore
800-meter specialist Mitch Black and
junior Joseph St. Pierre rounded out the
scoring for the Jumbos, as they placed
83rd and 90th with finishing times of
27:22 and 27:30, respectively.
“This was our last race of the regular season and the last race of the entire season for
many of our guys, so we really wanted to go
out and demonstrate our depth at this invitational,” McCrory said. “We had excellent
race conditions and excellent weather, so
we knew we were in for some solid times.”
The Jumbos’ pack running strategy once

again did not fail them, as they posted a
solid 47-second 1-5 split. In the end, this
was the tightest split on the day from any of
the 21 teams in the race.
“Once again, we tried to run as a pack

and stick together,” McCrory said. “Sam
[Garfield] and I worked together from
start to finish. We felt strong the entire
race, and now we feel like we’re ready for
the postseason.”

This race was also the final effort of
the season by a few Jumbo harriers,
including Black and freshman Mike
see MEN’S XC, page 11

Annie Levine for the Tufts Daily

Despite sitting out the top 12 runners from its previous race, the men’s cross country team pulled off a 14th place finish at Conn. College
over the weekend.

Women’s Cross Country

Barker paces Tufts in win at Conn. College
by

Alex Connors

Daily Editorial Board

Senior tri-captain Abby Barker, who was
named the NESCAC Performer of the Week
for women’s cross country as a result of her
showing, crossed the finish line first for the
Jumbos at Harkness State Park on Saturday
as Tufts took first place in the Connecticut
College Invitational. Barker finished the
6-kilometer course in 21:57, which was
good for third overall at the meet.

Winning the meet for the second year in
a row, Tufts’ score of 52 points easily beat
the second place score of 97 points, posted by Ohio Wesleyan. The closest competition for Tufts from another NESCAC team
came from Conn. College, which placed
sixth with 194 points.
Barker’s first-place finish within the
team makes her the third runner to place
first for the Jumbos in just four meets.
The diverse number of front-runners for
Tufts shows the depth that the team has

at the top, which will be crucial for success this season.
Sophomore Olivia Beltrani finished second for Tufts, crossing the finish line in 22:09
and placing seventh overall. Right behind her
was classmate Audrey Gould, who placed
eighth overall with a time of 22:15. Senior tricaptain Lauren Creath finished next for the
Jumbos with a time of 22:25, placing her 11th
overall. Rounding out the scoring for Tufts
was senior Molly Mirhashem, placing 23rd
with a time of 22:52.

The team’s strong performance in
just its second “6k” race of the season
shows a mental toughness as well as
physical strength.
“[In a ‘6k’ race] you have an extra 0.6
miles in the middle where you really have
to focus on not slowing down,” Gould said.
“It’s not like a ‘5k’ when you start the third
mile and can cruise to the finish. That last
mile becomes a real test of mental toughsee WOMEN’S XC, page 11

