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TOBACCO EXCUE TAX INCREASE AMONG 
HEALTH GROUPS' RECOMMINIATIONS TO CLIWON/CONGmS 

W m o n ,  Jan. 6 - T b  Amaim Cmmr S-, tbE American Hart Association 
and the American Lwg Aswiatiort, united M tbe CUt ibn  on Sm&g OR Health, W y  
mmmeaded three action sws that C~ngrest and Prc&idat-elbcc Chmn should t a k ~  
immediately to reduct dcath Pnd d i w  and mwntlng M t h  cm msts causad by tohaw 

The three recommendations am: 
bgItlatian to i a c w  the Wcoo excW tax; 
loghhtian that would require tchw products to be fully mgriInted by 

the f&ral Fmd and Drug Administration, and 
* comprehenslvt c h  Wt air lqisladon, including a t~ ob $nokbg 

"Tobacco use causes mom? than 434,000 death each year id &$ UniM SW N 
burdens the mtiohat Mth care s y s w  at UY tbtimakd coa of $65 billion mually," says 
Alan Davh, chairman of tbe C d t i o n  and vim pmid6at for public issues fot the Ameriw 

$topi tzackh~ &wn to the tobnocb iadllMly rod fully mcbmmiU its mrcsa to fighthg 
t b k m  usb7. 

Regard@ totam wcisc Mes, B U  M y ,  MID., chief of ~ u r g i d  omlogy at New 
England DeuKlness Hotpical, W n  nad a volunteer with th American C a f w  SocW 
says, ' W ~ ~ g r o e W m ~ j ~ f ~ f n ~ ~ l a x s s  wu-yrsduce 
$m6khghCbeUlhd$tltee. I t k ~ t h a t a $ 2 ~ ~ i a c r t l a c o c w l d ~ v t 2  
million at mare prem~trrre d#tbr by Ww youag p p b  from k@Ug to smoke 
andbycncoumglngme~mokentoqui t .  ~ ~ o l ~ f t o b a o c a u x ~ ~ b a a t b c  
pentid for saving mom livu tho waa bn in all Amsriun wm comblard.' 

A4ds Cady, *Congrws md ReMat-clact Chm WM mnd WW M i P c m  in the 
tobaecc, t x c k  tax, as mwuss can be usad for t o h m  uss p m h  pmgrams, bealtb 
pmrn&, bduEatlon d mmcb aad bcpltb cab ~ f m  financing." 

- M O W  
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Regarding lobcco regutation, Raymond L. Woosky, M .D., Fh.D., chairman d fhc 
department of pharmacology at Ge~rgdbwn University, and a voluntwr with the Atnwicm 
Heart Association bays, "The lack of fedem1 conttol over mtobaoco proQucts has =ribus 
mnquences for millions of arnokors who are trying to quit W h  eddiction. Wnlnlike other 

legal pducts, tobacco is nor regulated by my fdoral a & m y  for it6 manufsccure, sale, 
distribution, advettising, labhng and prodon. For example, no g9vemat  agency bas 
the full authority to de#emid$ the level of risk far many chmicai additives and potentially 
deadly wnsritutnts that end up in t o b a a  pmluae or are cmi#ed thrwgb o n v h n m ~ t a l  
tobaccr, smoke, W o m m m & d d  that l e p t S ~ o n b e u r a c t e d ~  wwld givetbFDA the 
authority to regulate tobacGo products as it doea f d s ,  GOgrnttiCa arrd legal drugs,' 

Adds Woosley, "The PDA and the P&d Trade Cbmmission should rrct imme&bly to 
regulate ccmh cigarettts as 'drugs, ' such lur low-far, low-nicotine pducts ,  which imply 
through advertising that they are safer And lass addictive. Tbere m currently no 
qulrements for t o w  companies to pmvt those claims. TIIG FDA ml PTC should also 
crack down on other misleading advertising mpBigtls, such as R. J. Reynolds' Joe  Camel 
a d  Pbilip Morri~' mmt MuIbom Adventure Team, " 

On c l m  indoor air, A l f d  M u w r ,  M.b,, d k b r  of ~rilical tare m d c b  at 
Washington Adventist Hospital, W r n a  P#k, Maryland, and pmibent-elect of the 
American h n g  Ass~iation says, "'lb scientfrc evidenca clsat1y supprts the nesd for 
tighter restridofis on smoking in public places, We recommend more aggressive legislative 
tfforts at the state and local levels to smngthen existing c l w  indoor &ir laws." 

Adds Munzer, "A smokefee work envhnment wwld save lives and signif~mtly reduce 
health care: costs. Preventing d i m  is m u ~ h  ha ~ r n d d y ,  phygkdy h d  finatrclidly 
devastating than treaw jt." 

Says Mumr,  "The final BPA repod on the 'kiphatory Health S f &  of Passivt 

Smpkhn,' expected to lx r e W  b m m w  (Jan. 7) will be a powerful persu-r for slrong 

ftd.mil, state and local public pPIIcy amn for c f w ,  hcalthbr, smobfrec air.' 
The iocometldations o u t h d  today ruld bcludsd in the Qcument, "Framework for 

Public Policy Adv i  tias of Lhe W h n  011 Smoking OR Hsalrh, " which h4ss k e n  stnt b 

Pmsident-0- Chton and mombm of angress. 
-ENIS 

The CdLLgn on Smking OR Health was formad in 1982 by tht American Society, 
t hc American HBart Association and the A m a h  hng Associathn to more effactivdly 
inform fedad lcgishtofi and other public offielal~ abwt rbt hsalth mnwutaees of 
tnbacco use, The health oqanhtions wmt mots than ~ i x  million v o l u n w  
thmughout the Unlted SUM. 


