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VOTERS SUPPORT FAIR TAX REFORM BUT 

OPPOSE EXCISE TAX HIKE, CTJ POLL FINDS 

S tudy  r s v e a l s  broad  ag reenen t  on 
c l o s i n g  c o r p o r a t e  l oopho le s  

Lessons  f c r  L e g i s l a t o r s ?  

A new na t ionwide  p o l l  shows t h a t  American v o t e r s  
s t r o n g l y  f a v o r  t a x  r e f o r m ,  b u t  overwhelmingly r e j e c t  
i n c r e a s e d  e x c i s e  t a x e s  a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  Sen, R o b e r t  
Packwood' s Senate  F inance  Committee. 

While a  m a j o r i t y  o f  the r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  surveyed  
by  C i t i z e n s  f o r  Tax J u s t i c e  a g r e e d  t h a t  t a x  re form 
should  make everyone pay t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e ,  f u l l y  77% o f  
t h e  sample opposed r a i s i n g  f e d e r a l  e x c i s e  t a x e s  on a i r  
f a r e s ,  bee r  and wine, tobacco  and o t h e r  consumer i t ems .  
V o t e r s  s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  fundamental  u n f a i r n e s s  
of r a i s i n g  consumer  t a x e s  t o  pay f o r  c o r p o r a t e  t a x  
loopho le s .  

" T h i s  p o l l  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a  broad 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  f o r  l oopho le -c los ing ,  base-broadening t a x  
reform t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  b a s i c  f a i r n e s s  t o  bo th  b u s i n e s s  
and i n d i v i d u a l  t a x e s  ,I1 s a i d  Robert  McIntyre,  d i r e c t o r  
of  f e d e r a l  t a x  p o l i c y  f o r  C i t i z e n s  f o r  Tax J u s t i c e .  

Perhaps its most  impor t an t  f i n d i n g  is t h a t  a lmos t  
a l l  v o t e r s  n o t  o n l y  r e j e c t  paying  f o r  c o r p o r a t e  tax 
b r e a k s ,  b u t  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  p o l i t i c a l  
c a n d i d a t a s  who f a v o r  such  b reaks .  

"Nei ther  Republican nor  Democratic v o t e r s  buy t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  shou ld  g e t  big t a x  breaks  f o r  
which i n d i v i d u a l s  f o o t  t h e  b i l l  ," s a i d  McIntyre.  

"Voters  round ly  r e j e c t  t h e  loopho le  l o b b y ' s  l i n e ,  
and maybe Oregon's Sena to r  Packwood h imse l f  should t a k e  
n o t e  .'I 

Western r e s i d e n t s  p o l l e d  were par  titularly unimpr essed 
with t h e  no t ion  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  e x c i s e  t a x e s  i n  order .  t o  
pay f o r  l oopho le s .  

133 L Street NW 
W E h i i .  DC 

2aX.5 
(202) 898-3369 

**a 



" C o r p o r a t e  t a x  b r e a k s ,  b e s i d e  mak ing  our  t a x  
system u n f a i r  t o  t h o s e  b u s i n e s s e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
p a y  t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e ,  a r e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d e s t r u c t i v e .  
Voting American a d u l t s  e v i d e n t l y  know t h i s ,  b u t  f o r  
some r ea son  t h e  l o o p h o l e  lobby seems t o  have c a p t u r e d  
t h e  Sena te  F inance  Committee1 s imag ina t ion  ," s a i d  McIntyre  . 

. The p o l l  found t h a t :  

o  77% of r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  r e j e c t  t h e  i d e a o f  paying 
h i g h e r  e x c i s e  t a x e s  t o  pay f o r  c o r p o r a t e  t a x  
l o o p h o l e s  ; 

o  8 4 %  would r a t h e r  h a l t  c o r p o r a t e  t a x  b reaks  
t h a n  b o o s t  t a x e s  on consumer g o o d s ,  and b y  
t h e  same percentagewould  v o t e  against: c a n d i d a t e s  
who f avo r  l o o p h o l e s  and e x c i s e  t a x  h i k e s ;  

o  More Americans ( 5 3 % )  t h i n k  t h a t  making corpor-  
a t i o n s  pay t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  t a x e s  is more 
impor tan t  t h a n  c u t t i n g  de fense  spending  ( 2 7 % )  
o r  reduc ing  o v e r a l l  government spend ing  ( 2 1 % ) ;  

o  6 3 %  of  v o t e r s  r e g a r d  making s u r e  eve ryone  
pays t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e  of t a x e s  a s  more impor t an t  
t h a n  e i t h e r  s i m p l i f y i n g  t h e  t a x  code  o r  
reduc ing  r a t e s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  

o  F u l l y  8 6 3  o f  t h e  v o t i n g  Americans surveyed 
agreewith t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  l a r g e c o r p o r a t i o n s  
should s t a r t  paying t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e  of  t a x e s  
b e f o r e  l e v i e s  on middle-income working people  
a r e  i n c r e a s e d .  

"The loophole  l o b b y i s t s  want t o  d e s t r o y  t a x  reform 
i n  t h e  Sena t e  because  t h e y  cou ld  n o t  d e s t r o y  i t  i n  t h e  
House ,'I s a i d  McIntyre.  

"Th i s  d a t a  shows t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  no t  o n l y  want t a x  
reform b u t  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  hold t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
accoun tab l e .  For any Sena tor  who wants t o  fend o f f  t h e  
powerful  army of  no-tax l o b b y i s t s  t h a t  t h e  b ig  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
have deployed ,  t h i s  p o l l  is p o t e n t  ammunition." 

The p o l l  of  603 r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  was c o n d u c t e d  
f o r  C i t i z e n s  f o r  Tax J u s t i c e  b y  F i n g e r h u t / G r a n a d o s  
Opinion ResearchCo.,  awashington-based su rvey  r e s e a r c h e r .  







We're Making Sure 
That the People3 
Voice is H e a d  
Americans know that everyone isn't 
paying their hir share Sumys show that 
people overwhelmingly agree that 'corpo- 
rations and high income Eamilies pay too 
Little in L d d  income taxes" and that 
'the rich tend to get out of paying sues 
by using accountants and lawyers." 

These opinions are based on i c c  a 
wide array of loopholes has made tax 
avoidance by the rich and powerful com- 
monplace, shiking the burden to middle- 
and lower-income raxpayen, and heling 
the deficit 

But the BX code didn't get the way it is 
today by accident Big, profitable corpora- 
tions and rich individuak employ an 
army of lobbyists to defend their interests. 

Citizens for %x Justice was formed in 
1979 to give rhe rest of us a greater voice 
in the development of tax Iaws at the 
national, state, and local levels. 

We were founded on the idea that tax 
burdens should be distributed according 
to the ability to pay them. Since then 
Citizens for Tax Justice has become a 
forceful and effective advocate for che rest 
of us. 



Citizens f i r  7m 
lustice fights for 
the Rest  cf Us: 

With Had-hittjng 
Reports That Make a 
DWerence 

When Citizens for Tax Justice issues a 
repoq corporate executives sit up and 
take notice We name names and don't 
back down. We reveal which corpora- 
tions pay federal income taxes-and 
which ones don't And we expose the 
myths of supply-side economics with 
lac=-facts thac document' the tXure of 
corporate loopholes to produce new 
investment 

Our message gecs out Recent Citizens 
for Tax Justice reports have received cov- 
erage on all three television networks. 
And articles written by Citizens for Tax 
Justice staff members frequently appear 
in The New Yorh Times. The \Vashingtan 
Post, The Los Angeles limes, The New 
Republic and other publications-big and 
small-across the country 

What makes Citizens for Tax Justice 
different kom most Washington, D.C.- 
based organizations? k Citizens for Tax 
Justice research is just the beginning. Our 
publications sewe as a spark for citizen 
action; we produce the needed dara, and 
then make sure that it gets in the hands 
oE people who fight for fair taxes before 
city councils. state legislatures, and Con- 
gress. We work with a growing network 
of labor. community and church groups 
from every part oi :he countrJ. 



a By Givlng Taxpayers 
the Tools to Fight The 
Loophole Lobbyists 

Citizens for Tax Justice goes had-to-head 
with the loophole lobbyists in the halls of 
state legislatures and Congress. We actvo- 
care needed reforms, guide legislative 
srafb in policy formulation, and testify on 
important tax issues. 

-Citizens for Tax Justice W ~ S  instru- 
mental in defeating California's Roposi- 
tion 9, also known as "Janris 2." This 
regressive proposal to cut the state per- 
sonal income cax in half received wide- 
spread support in early public opinion 
polls. But Citizens for Tax Justice orga- 
nizing efforrs, reinforced with dara show- 
ing that working families would be forced 
to pick up the tab tor tax cucs for the 
rich helped turn che tide 

-Citizens for Tax Justice spearheaded 
a national petition campaign that called 
on Congress to put a stop co corporace 
tax avoidance With the help of more 
than seventy supporting organita~ions. 
we collected nearly one million signa- 
tures. These peritions were presented to 
Dan Rostcnkowski. Chairman of the 
House Ways & Meam Cornmitt% just 
one day before his Committee began to 
d n f ~  a comprehensive w reform bill. 

-Citizens for Tax justice played a key 
role in convincing many states to "decou- 
pie' their corpome tax rules from federal 
accelerated depreciation rules. We effec- 
tively put a stop to Resident Reagan's 
corporate cix breaks in these states. sav- 
ing millions of dollars of tax revenues. 

By Bringing 
Pimple logether 

Citizens for Tax Justice's effectiveness is 
tied to its ability to bring people together. 

We invite you iG  come together with us 
in the fight to close tax loopholes. 

Help us help you by making large corpo- 
rations and the wealthy pay their fair 
share 

Complete this card and mail it today 
2 want to join Citizens for Tax Jus-. 

tice Stan my newsletter subscrip- 
tion today and send copies of your 
luture reports. Enclosed is my check 
for 620. 

I want to order these reports: 
-Corporate Taxpayers Q 

Corporate Freeloaders $10 
T h e  Failure of Corporate 

T a  Incentives 510 
- I n e q u i t y  and Decline 5 5 

Name 

City jute Zip 

Citizens for Tax Justice 
13 13 L Sueet NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 898-3369 



Member Organizations 
AFLCIO 
American F e d d o n  of Govmmcnc Employ= 
American Federation of Surc Counry and 

Muniapal Employees 
Amcrian Fcdvuion of fathers 
MPnas ACORN 
Bakeq Conkdonnry and T o k c o  ckbrkus 
Building and C o ~ c c i o n  T d e s  Dep~. AR-C10 
C?Ufornia Tax Reform Association 
Communiaciozs %rkers of h e r i a  
Congws\kcrtch 
Codirenu on Alumat~vc Swe and Loal Public 

Policies 
Consumer Fcduation of . h e r i a  
Illinois Public Paion Council 
Industrial Union Dept. AFL-CIO 
)n[u~tional l l i o n  of Machinists 
Intanadonai Union of Operating Engineea 
I n ~ o n a l  Union, UAW 
lngue of Women votm 
Msxhusero b i r  S k  
Missauti Coalition for Tax Refonn 
National Association for the Mvacemcnr of 

Colored People 
National Council of Senior Citizens 
New Jerxy Citizen Action 
New York Public Interest Racacch Gmbp 
Office for Church in Soday. United Ulusch 

of Chrisr 
Ohio Public Interat Grnpign 
Pennsylmians for Fdi 'faxes 
W[ ic  Employe Dept, AFL-CIO 
Service Employes Intmtional Union 

Citizens for TaxJustice 
w U13 L S t m t  NW 
+zP@ Wshingtoh DC 20005 


