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Matthews headlines Murrow forum
Panel takes on merits
of media microscope
by

Ben Gittleson

Daily Editorial Board

A former governor and a local
television journalist debated
yesterday whether the media’s
intrusion into politicians’ private lives is a legitimate deterrent to running for public office,
as part of the fourth-annual
Edward R. Murrow Forum on
Issues in Journalism.
News anchor Chris Matthews
of MSNBC moderated the
Barnum Hall discussion, which
featured former Massachusetts
Gov. Michael Dukakis and
WCVB-TV reporter Janet Wu.
The talk became very interactive at times, with audience members and panelists
exchanging thoughts on whether journalists should go as far as
they do in examining those in
the public eye.
“Someone said to me a few
months ago … ‘What would you
rather be: the one having the
show thrown at him or the guy
throwing the shoe?” Matthews,
the host of the political talk
show “Hardball,” asked.
Matthews explained that
those seeking public office face
scrutiny from a litany of sources, including bloggers, professee MURROW, page 2

Freshmen
to vote for
Speakers discuss blogs third time
in interview with Daily
by

by

Rob Silverblatt

Daily Editorial Board

were customers.”
The project has moved forward, though,
with the introduction of J.P. Licks’ current
manager Stacy Radowitz, who has been more

For the Elections Commission
(ECOM), the second time was
most certainly not the charm.
ECOM had to nullify a second contest yesterday after a
technological
malfunction
left freshmen unable to vote
for senators after 10 a.m. A
third election is scheduled for
Wednesday.
According to ECOM Chair
Adam Weldai, the external server Votenet was responsible for
yesterday’s glitch, which resulted in persistent error messages and page-load problems
throughout the day as students
tried to cast ballots.
“This isn’t the candidates’
fault; this isn’t ECOM’s fault.
The issue is with Votenet,”
Weldai, a senior, told the Daily
last night. “We have been working with Votenet all day to no
avail … They weren’t successful
in helping us restore the ballot
or helping us understand the
problem.”
Wednesday’s election will
be the third in one week for
the thirteen candidates vying
for the seven open freshman
Tufts Community Union (TCU)
Senate seats. ECOM voided
the initial election, which took
place last Wednesday, after candidates encouraged their peers
to vote twice.
That election also featured
problems with Votenet, which
allowed students who voted
before 1:10 a.m. to access a
second ballot later in the day.
While Weldai believes that
only the first ballot counted for
each person, the malfunction
touched off a period of widespread confusion among both
candidates and voters.
Yesterday’s failure has further pushed back the timetable
for the TCU presidential election. The Senate was originally
supposed to have a presidential nominating meeting yesterday, during which the slate
of candidates would be finalized, but that was rescheduled
to today to accommodate yesterday’s revote.
Now, according to Weldai, the
nominating meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday,
and the presidential election
will likely take place on April
27, five days later than initially
planned.
Last night, TCU President
Duncan Pickard said he was
disappointed with the most
recent development in this protracted election cycle.
“[There’s] nothing anybody
at Tufts could have done about
it, so of course it’s frustrating,
but ultimately I don’t think that
the student body will be affected too much by this,” he said.

see JOEYTRACKER, page 2

see ELECTION, page 2

After yesterday’s Murrow
Forum, Chris Matthews, Michael
Dukakis and Janet Wu sat down
with the Daily to talk about the
evolving journalistic landscape.
In particular, the panelists
expressed concern about the
increasing prevalence of unedited content in the blogosphere.
“I don’t rely on blogs,”
Matthews, the host of the MSNBC
show “Hardball,” told the Daily. “I
have to know when I read something that it’s been checked out
professionally.”
Dukakis, a former Massachusetts
governor, agreed, equating bloggers
with some of the print columnists
he ignored during his time in the
corner office.
“They’re inaccurate, they
aren’t reliable [and] they’re heavily opinionated,” he said.
Meanwhile, Wu, a local broadcast journalist, spoke about the
filters that prevent most blog
content from making its way into
her newscasts.
“We have the responsibility
of verifying … information,”
she said. “I would argue that
most of the stuff that you read
on blogs does not end up get-
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“Hardball” host Chris Matthews moderated the event.

Laura Hill

Daily Staff Writer

Students returning from Davis Square will
soon have a new way to plan their trip back to
the Hill. The Tufts Community Union (TCU)
Senate is installing a JoeyTracker screen in
J.P. Licks that will be up and running by next
fall.
The screen, which will display arrival
times for the shuttle — commonly known
as the Joey — is designed to increase the
accessibility of the shuttle and, in particular,
to help students avoid late-night walks back
to campus.
The installation of the screen is the final
phase of the JoeyTracker project, which
began in 2005.
Students can currently follow the progress
of the shuttle on its route to and from Davis
Square with the GPS-based JoeyTracker Web
site. But the site is ineffective for students
who are in Davis Square and without access
to the Internet.
Freshman Senator Joel Greenberg believes
that having a screen for all to see will help
those students and provide safety benefits.
“If you can time your trip back so that you
can use the Joey, I think it helps students to
be safe,” he said.
The project was spearheaded by TCU
Treasurer Matt Shapanka, who approached
the ice cream store years ago with the idea.
The former manager of J.P. Licks, however, opposed Shapanka’s request to install a
screen in the window of the shop.
“We’ve been trying for years to find a

Emily Eisenberg/Tufts Daily

Students waiting for the Joey will soon have to look no further than J.P. Licks.
place in Davis that would put up a screen,”
Shapanka, a senior, said. “When we first
looked into that, the most logical place was
J.P. Licks, but the old manager of J.P. Licks
didn’t have any interest in that. They actually
tried to keep Tufts students out unless they
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Dukakis highlights the role of
blogs in Obama’s campaign
BLOGS

continued from page 1

ting picked up by the mainstream media, unless we got it
to begin with.”
Matthews also hesitates to
pull stories for his show from
blogs. “If I were to read a blog
and just put it on the air that
I just heard something as if
it were a fact, would that be
responsible? Would my viewers
be happy to know that I just did
that?” he asked.
Still, the panelists did not
entirely dismiss new forms of
media. “I’m not going to render
a judgment about all people
who blog,” Matthews said. “A
lot of really smart people blog
and are reliable to the best of
their ability.”
And looking forward, Matthews
expects improvement.
“Ten years from now, my
answers to these questions will
be totally different,” he said. “It’s
organic, and the really good people in this field who are online
will be distinguished … They’ll
build a reputation for themselves,
they’ll hire an editing team and
they’ll begin to be reliable. I just

cannot rely on them today.”
Dukakis, for his part, praised
the grassroots Internet movement
that catapulted Barack Obama
into the national limelight.
“This new technology is enormously important when it comes
to campaigns and elections and
communication,” he said.
As such, he said that the
Internet is not the problem;
instead, he blamed shoddy journalism wherever it exists.
“I’m not going to pay much
attention to these judgments
that I don’t respect very much,”
he said. “And I don’t care whether
they’re bloggers or columnists or
radio sideshow hosts.”
As for her view of the future, Wu
worries that unedited blogs may
eventually supplant more traditional forms of media.
Asked if established professionals in the field of journalism should protect readers
from the barrage of questionable information online, she
said, “We are only protecting
them if they pay attention to
us. And if they don’t pay attention … we will be history within
a matter of years.”

JoeyTracker project nears finish;
screen to be placed in J.P. Licks
JOEYTRACKER

continued from page 1

receptive to the plan.
“We do a lot of business with
Tufts, and I wanted to do something to give back for that business we get,” Radowitz said.
“Maybe they won’t get a coffee
this time, but maybe they’ll see a
picture of something that interests them or they’ll notice a new
promotion.”
The installation of the new
screen is slated to be completed
by the time students return to
campus next year, Shapanka said.
“We’ll be purchasing the screen in
the next week, and they just have
to decide where to physically put
it in the store,” he said.
He added that the location of
the screen in the store is an essential part of the plan. “I want to
make sure it’s visible from the
window so that it can still be seen
if J.P. Licks is closed,” he said.
Radowitz is waiting on an official written proposal from TCU

senators before proceeding with
the project.
“Hopefully it happens sooner
rather than later because the
school year’s almost over,” she
said. “I wish I was approached
sooner because summer’s coming.”
Shapanka said the project will
be mutually beneficial. “Tufts students will go [into J.P. Licks] and
maybe they’ll buy ice cream and
maybe they won’t, but it’s good
marketing,” he said.
The new screen sounded
appealing to junior Emily
Newman, as she waited inside
J.P. Licks for the shuttle to arrive.
“I think it would be a really practical convenience,” she said. “It
would probably boost the business in here — increase the
incentive to buy ice cream [during the] winter.”
Overall, the project will cost
$350 for a 24-inch screen and a
used computer. “It’s not a huge
financial impact,” Greenberg said.

New election set for tomorrow
ELECTION

continued from page 1

Candidates also expressed
frustration, as the new election
will force them to mobilize supporters for a third time.
“This is a really unfortunate
incident, but we can’t blame
ECOM for a problem that was
accidently caused by a company they contracted,” freshman
candidate Jonathan Danzig
said. “I just hope this doesn’t
dissuade any students from
voting in this election … or the
presidential election.”
“It’s really unfortunate that
people will have to vote again,”
fellow candidate Aaron Bartel,
an incumbent senator, said.
The glitch also added to the
strain in ECOM’s relationship
with Votenet. The commission
currently has a contract with
the company, but it is set to
expire after this semester.
According to Weldai, ECOM
was not responsible for signing
the initial contract and is examining ways to move away from
Votenet. “This is not software
that ECOM purchased or wants
to have,” he said.
To replace Votenet, ECOM is

looking into the creation of a
program that would be specific
to Tufts.
Weldai said that this technology could be available as early
as next semester. “There will be
hopefully by the fall an online
voting system … where people
will be able to vote through our
own program,” he said.
Before the server crashed
yesterday, ECOM was registering strong participation levels.
According to Weldai, around 20
percent of eligible voters had
cast a ballot by 2 a.m.
Still, an early problem foreshadowed the later crash, as
students were unable to vote
between approximately 1 a.m.
and 1:40 a.m.
Moving forward, ECOM
officials will be working with
Votenet today and tomorrow to
try to assure a smooth election
for Wednesday.
Freshman Senator Danielle
Cotter, a candidate for reelection, said she hopes to put the
whole experience behind her
tomorrow.
“It’s a little annoying, but
I guess the third time’s the
charm,” she said.

Aalok Kanani/Tufts Daily

Panelists disagreed yesterday whether entering public life is worth the tradeoffs.

Panelists talk about coverage of elected leaders
MURROW

continued from page 1

sional reporters, Senate staffers and an increasingly rigorous Department of Justice.
But Dukakis, who served
three terms as governor and
unsuccessfully ran as the
Democratic presidential nominee in 1988, downplayed
Matthews’ concerns and
praised the media for holding
politicians to their words.
“I don’t want any of you to
think that you cannot set high
standards of integrity for yourselves and people that work for
you,” he told the audience. “It’s a
hell of a lot of fun to be in public
life, to be in a position where
you can make a difference.”
At the start of the talk,
Matthews asked those in the
audience who were considering eventual bids for public
office to stand up. Dukakis
expressed disappointment that
more students did not get up
from their seats, but he went
on to explain that he is an optimist with regard to the future
of political involvement.
The former governor said
that excitement surrounding
the ascent of Barack Obama
to the presidency has led to
an increased interest among
young people in public service; that interest, he said,
should not be tempered by
worries about the media
exposing online postings and
e-mails.
“Set high standards for
yourself, for people around
you, understand how important the work is, how much
personal enjoyment you get
out of it, and have a good,
conventional sex life,” he said.
“If you’re into the other stuff,
good luck to you, but don’t run
for public office.”
But Wu starkly disagreed
with Dukakis.
“I, quite frankly, would never
encourage my children to run
for office,” Wu said. “Public
service, yes … but not elected
office … I know how brutal we
can be,” she added, referring
to journalists.
Wu has been WCVB-TV’s
NewsCenter 5 State House
reporter since 1983 and is a
member of the Boston station’s
investigative team.
The attention that politicians
receive can be invasive but is
often appropriate, Wu argued.
Still, she said that profit
motives, cutthroat competition and a dangerous need
to rush stories have accom-

panied increased prying into
the lives of public officials.
Every day, she explained, she
asks herself whether it is fair
to cover certain stories; now,
maybe only 60 percent of the
time does she feel satisfied
with her choices.
Wu told the audience about
how her station recently ran a
story on a firefighter who was
driving a fire truck that crashed
into a building in January;
the fireman was cleared in
the crash, but the WCVB-TV
team discovered that he had
been charged early last year
with the purchase and use of
cocaine.
She then posed the question of whether public servants
should be subject to the same
prying eye of the media as are
politicians. She said that in this
instance, her station tied the
case to a wider issue of Boston
firefighters persistently fighting against periodic drug tests.
Dukakis called the story
“legitimate.”
“The guy’s a public servant.
He was discovered to engage
in these practices,” he said.
“I don’t care whether … he’s
an appointed civil servant or
he’s an elected official … When
you’re in public life, folks …
you’ve got to accept it.”
And Dukakis said that a certain level of scrutiny has existed
in this country for a long time.
“We’ve always had this, and
politicians have had to deal with
this,” he said. “This is not new.”
Matthews later posed a
trickier question to participants and audience members:
Should whether a politician
has had an abortion be public
information?
Dukakis suggested that
information like that generally should not be in the public
sphere, retelling an instance
during the 1988 presidential
primaries when he was asked
whether any relatives of his
had ever had an abortion.
During the question-andanswer period, senior Dan
Hartman, who formerly served
as the president of the Tufts
Republicans, brought the discussion back to that issue.
Given many Americans’
views on abortion, Hartman
asked why a history of abortion should not be as relevant
as if a candidate had murdered
somebody in the past.
While Hartman’s question
prompted a back-and-forth
exchange between him and
Matthews, he was ultimately

unhappy with the answers that
he got.
“I felt that … the panelists
sort of shook [the question]
off,” Hartman told the Daily
afterward.
In response to another
question from an audience
member, Matthews praised
print journalists. “Their ability
to get a story and get it right on
deadline is amazing,” he said.
The panelists also touched
on Jeremiah Wright, Sarah
Palin, the role of citizens in a
democracy and the journalistic value of Jon Stewart and
Stephen Colbert during the
question-and-answer session.
Throughout yesterday’s programming, panelists consistently returned to the intrusion
of new media into traditional
journalism models.
Matthews, for example,
lamented in his introductory
remarks the lax editing standards that many increasingly
popular blogs employ.
“We have the ability now
to blog relentlessly under
any name,” he said. “We have
24-hour cable that is looking
for those stories.”
Meanwhile, he praised the
“old-money families” who still
back newspapers even as the
publications are bleeding dry.
The Murrow Forum is named
after radio and broadcast
reporter Edward R. Murrow,
who became internationally known as a result of his
coverage of World War II and
his criticism of Sen. Joseph
McCarthy’s campaign against
communism. He died in 1965.
Dukakis said yesterday that
listening during World War II to
journalists like Murrow helped
push him into public service.
“The fact that everything
stopped during World War II
during my boyhood to listen to
the [radio],” he said, “the fact
that we had to stop and listen
at six o’clock at night … with
those crackling voices coming
in from around the globe had
a profound effect on me.”
Tufts houses the Edward
R. Murrow Center of Public
Diplomacy at the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy
and has a number of documents that belonged to the
late journalist. They are available at Tisch Library and the
Fletcher School.
The Murrow Forum has previously brought Ted Koppel,
Dan Rather and Tom Brokaw to
campus to speak about changes in the field of journalism.
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Misuse of condoms and birth control is common among college students.

Misconceptions and misuse of contraception
lead to high risk among college students
by

Christina Pappas

Daily Editorial Board

Almost 80 percent of college students
have had sex, according to a report by the
University of Minnesota Boynton Health
Institute. Nearly three-fourths have had it
within the past 12 months. Countless errant
thoughts are devoted to it. Whether you’re
doing it a lot, have never done it or want to
be doing it more, sexual intercourse is a normative aspect of college life.
Currently on the rise, however, is the
number of unplanned pregnancies among
college-aged women. According to a study
by the Guttmacher Institute, a nonprofit
organization focused on sexual and reproductive health research, half of all American
women seeking to avoid pregnancy remain
at risk each year.
The study found that eight percent of
women use no contraception at all, while 15
percent go through periods of contraceptive
nonuse. The vast majority of women at risk,
though, perceive themselves to be protected

because they rely on a contraceptive method
— but their usage is inconsistent or incorrect. Incorrect usage may include inconsistently taking birth control pills or attempting
to overcompensate by using more than one
condom at once, both of which decrease
effectiveness.
“The results of the study found that there
are many reasons why there are problems
with contraception,” Sneha Barot, senior
public policy associate for the Guttmacher
Institute said. “Some personal crisis or a life
transition can affect patterns and spur gaps
in use. Many women are constantly on and
off the highway of contraception.”
Societal norms can also serve to deter
women from correct contraceptive use,
according to Barot. “Society makes contraceptive use unnecessarily hard. It could really be doing more to help. There are so many
barriers — financial, medical, logistical —
that don’t need to be there,” she said. “There
are whole sets of issues involved … It’s not
hard to see why women face problems.”
According to the National Campaign to

Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy,
one potential reason for incorrect and
inconsistent contraceptive use may lie in the
public’s surprising lack of knowledge about
contraception. “Women and men in their
twenties think that they know a lot about
contraception. They think that they are wellinformed and protected,” Jessica Sheets,
senior manager of the campaign’s communications program, said. “They’re wrong.
Our medical knowledge surveys show that
they barely know anything … The problem
is that they think they do.”
One Tufts student, for example, said that
she was currently stressed because her
period was late after engaging in several
instances of unprotected sex. “I really hope
I’m not pregnant,” she said. “My friends tell
me that I can’t be … He pulled out, and I’m
sure I’m fine.”
American sex-education programs
may be to blame for the lack of accurate
information. “Our current abstinence-onsee CONTRACEPTION, page 4

Focus On the Faculty | David Walt

Professor sheds light on organic chemistry
by

Keith Hinton

Daily Staff Writer

For many prospective pre-medical
students around the country, organic
chemistry is one of the most daunting
obstacles to deal with while fulfilling their
barrage of requirements. Professors often
consider it a weed-out course, and so do
many of their students.
Though this fear persists at Tufts, one
professor is working hard to dispel this
norm. Professor David Walt strives to
make organic chemistry enjoyable. His
secret? According to Walt, honesty and
finding material relatable to real life make
all the difference.
“I always try to interject why the material is relevant and meaningful to students’ everyday lives. Sometimes, the
material is dry and boring and I tell students that I think it is dull also,” Walt said.
“I think they appreciate the honesty and
understand that some topics they just
have to learn.”
Walt has been a professor at Tufts for 28
years and is highly respected for his work in
the fields of organic and analytical chemistry, both as a teacher and as a researcher.

Tim Straub/Tufts Daily

see CHEMISTRY, page 4

Professor David Walt aims to clarify the often intimidating subject of organic chemistry.

y now, everyone on campus has
heard about the alleged “bias incident” that occurred in Lewis Hall last
week involving a dance group from
the Korean Students Association (KSA) and
a drunk freshman. Personally, I got multiple
e-mails from friends and one from Dean of
Students Bruce Reitman, and an invitation
to a Facebook group (which at last count had
1,824 members), and I came across multiple
Facebook “notes” about the situation.
I’m not going to rehash the story. It’s been
told many times, with input from both sides.
My question, though, is this: What makes
this a bias incident? Was there “bias” when
the drunk kid started imitating the dance the
KSA was doing? Maybe — they were, after all,
practicing a dance for a cultural show and
not just an average, mainstream dance for
an average, mainstream show; if TDC were
rehearsing and the incident proceeded similarly, I don’t think it would be called a bias
incident, and I doubt people would be quite
so up in arms about the situation in general,
but I’ll get to that.
Was it a bias incident because of what the
kid said? He allegedly employed racial slurs to
verbally abuse the dancers after the physical
altercation had ended, calling them names
and telling them to “go back to China.” I suppose this makes what up until then would
have been considered merely a fight or,
depending on which side you fall, assault,
into an incident of racial bias. I know what
you’re thinking: Well, duh. But think — what
do the kid’s words after a fight have to do with
the apparent motivations for the fight?
Before the violence began — we’re not sure
who made the situation physical, although
I’m inclined to believe the KSA members as
they corroborate each others’ stories and
they were sober — there was no mention of
race or ethnicity. According to the Daily, the
freshman allegedly called the dance “gay,”
but most of us have been in groups where
using that word as a placeholder for “stupid”
or “bad” is common. That doesn’t make it
acceptable, but it happens all the time, and
the student body doesn’t get up in arms over
something like that. In any event, no epithets
were uttered, and no racial threats or comments were made before the violence began.
With these facts in mind, I find it hard to
call what happened a bias incident; there was
bias, and there was a conflict, but they seem
somewhat disjointed. I’m really disconcerted
by the focus on comments that were made at
the tail end of the incident as a whole when a
lot occurred beforehand that’s worthy of our
attention. All signs point to serious physical violence with injuries sustained on both
sides. And then — afterward — a drunk
freshman allegedly said something stupid
and yes, offensive, inappropriate, “biased”
and totally unacceptable. I’m not here to
defend this kid who, for the record, I don’t
know and have never met. I don’t know any
of the people involved, for that matter.
The real issue here isn’t racial insensitivity.
It’s not “bias,” no matter how you define the
word. We should be talking about violence
and resorting to violence as a solution to our
problems. My biggest worry is not a stupid
comment that was obviously hurtful enough
to raise a ridiculous furor at Tufts. Tufts people love an uproar, but apparently we also
like overlooking the real issue. There’s no
evidence the attack was motivated by racial
anger or “bias,” but it’s obvious that both the
freshman student and the five KSA members
thought it totally acceptable to use violence
to solve their dispute. I don’t want to discount
the danger and perniciousness of racism, but
it’s more worrisome to me that violence has
so pervaded our school and our society that
we find a racial slur more notable than a serious violent conflict.

Will Ehrenfeld is a junior majoring in peace
and justice studies. He can be reached at Will.
Ehrenfeld@tufts.edu.
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Miscommunication and lack of information
about contraception widespread at Tufts
CONTRACEPTION

continued from page 3

ly sex-education policy does not
give individuals the tools that they
need to make informed decisions
about contraception,” Associate
Professor of Child Development
Tama Leventhal said. “The sex-ed
we offer doesn’t necessarily teach
anything about sex.”
Sheets agreed that the facts might
be less salient and less accessible
than myths. “A lot of our knowledge about sex, about preventing
pregnancy, is based on what we’ve
heard from friends. This information becomes distorted so quickly.
Some people still think that you
can’t get pregnant if you jump up
and down after having sex. It’s hard
to have accurate information.”
And, contrary to popular belief,
the Guttmacher Institute found
that there was little to no relation
between educational attainment or
socioeconomic class and the likelihood of inadvertently becoming
pregnant — meaning that money
and a Tufts degree don’t grant
immunity from an unwanted pink
plus sign on a pregnancy test.
“This whole idea of ‘It can’t happen to me’ is so absurd,” Sheets said.
“People are completely shocked
when they realize that it has happened to them … But it’s a universal
thing. If you’re not having protected
sex every time you have sex, you’re
putting yourself at risk.”
The potential costs — both
financial and intangible — of
that risk can be high, Sheets said.
“Having a child when you’re not
ready affects basically every single
aspect of your life. Children cost
money … Everything’s different
with a child. Your future earning
potential, job prospects and relationships all change.”
Neither the Guttmacher Institute

nor the National Campaign had
statistics available about the proportion of American women faced
with unintended pregnancies that
choose to abort, adopt or keep the
child. But some Tufts students have
been faced with the prospect of
making that choice after a contraceptive mishap or misuse, and
many more say that their use of
contraception is flaky at best.
“There was a broken condom,”
said one Tufts female, who requested anonymity due to the subject’s
sensitivity. She had been abroad
and said the incident was even
more unnerving because she was
flying home that day. “I was really
terrified, especially since I was leaving that day,” she said. “I told him
the condom broke and he was just
like, ‘Oh, s--t.’”
The broken condom did not lead
to pregnancy for the student, but
she said that the process was nevertheless incredibly stressful. “It’s just
really emotionally draining to go
through that.”
According to several students,
however, potential pregnancies
more often result from failure to
correctly use contraception than
contraceptive failure. One male
student said that he had never
had unprotected sex but then corrected himself. “Well, there was
that one time, but it doesn’t really
count,” he said.
Many other students cited birth
control pills as a particularly problematic method due to the constant commitment. “I have sex a
lot, which is fun. I’ve forgotten to
take the pill a lot, which is not so
fun,” one student said. “I’ve had to
use Plan B [morning-after emergency contraception]. I try to be
more careful now, but I think the
pill is an inconvenient method and
it’s hard for me to remember to take

it every day, let alone at the same
time every day.”
Pregnancy isn’t the only sexual
consequence on the minds of students, however. One homosexual
male said that he worries about
contracting a sexually transmitted
disease. “I’m absolutely terrified
of AIDS,” he said. “I don’t let that
fear run my life or anything, but it’s
always in the back of my mind.”
He also suggested that the possibility of pregnancy might not
command fear among students
because, if it happens, there’s a
widespread perception that it is not
irreversible. “It’s easy to get an abortion — perhaps with that ease, it’s
like people are trying to be safe, but
if it doesn’t work, and s--t happens,
they can fix it like that,” he said.
“I know people who use protection, and it fails occasionally, and
it’s never a big deal. It’s just like, ‘Oh,
time for the morning-after pill.’”
Barot explained that while it may
be difficult for college students to
be vigilant about protection, they
have to be persistent. “Make sure
there’s never a gap in your coverage. Some women get discouraged
when they first try birth control
and there are side effects, so they
just don’t use it. Switching methods is common,” she said. “Each
woman responds differently. Each
woman needs to find a method
that works for her at this point in
her life, and be open to changing
it later. Women should remain in
constant conversation with their
doctors about their contraceptive
methods throughout life.”
Sheets agreed, urging students to
find an effective method and use it:
“Find out what works for you and
protect yourself,” she said. “Don’t let
chance or fate be in charge of something this serious. Take responsibility for your future.”
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Chemistry professor works to
relate science to students’ lives
CHEMISTRY

continued from page 3

He received his bachelor’s
degree from the University
of Michigan in Ann Arbor,
and before coming to Tufts
in 1981, he received his doctorate from Stony Brook
University in New York and
did post-doctorate work at
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in Boston.
Among Tufts undergrads,
Walt is probably best known for
his perplexing ability to lecture
in organic chemistry without
using notes. As any Tufts student can attest to, very few lecturers on campus teach without
notes, and organic chemistry is
one of the most complex subjects in the natural sciences.
According to sophomore
Izzie Santone, Walt’s thorough knowledge of the subject
comes through in his lectures.
“He’s so knowledgeable and
has this aura of intelligence
around what he teaches,” she
said. “It’s really just his presence in the classroom.”
According to Walt, both prior
knowledge of the material and
outside experience help him to
prepare for classes. Each of his
lectures is unique. “I know the
material well … I carry a mental
outline of what I plan to cover
in class but I do not stick to
it all the time,” he said. “I try
to adjust to how the students
are responding to the material.
In addition, I get ideas while I
present the material that draw
upon my experience. This way,
the lectures stay fresh.”
While lecturing without notes
is an intriguing skill, it does
not necessarily make a good
teacher. Walt takes the time,

however, to ensure that his students understand the material
and tries to avoid common pitfalls that teachers fall into when
teaching a complex science like
organic chemistry.
“I try not to burden students with rote memorization. Obviously, there are some
things they will have to memorize, but I attempt to teach the
subject matter in a way that is
logical so they can figure out
the answer by looking at patterns and mechanisms,” Walt
said. “I feel I have a good rapport with the students, both in
and out of class, and I try to get
constant feedback on how well
they are understanding and
enjoying the material.”
In addition to teaching and
research, Walt serves on the
boards of directors of several
companies. He is one of four
founders of a genetic systems provider called Illumina
Incorporated, and he currently
serves as chairman of their
scientific advisory board. He
has published over 200 articles
in various scientific journals,
co-invented over 40 patents,
and he is currently a member of the National Academy
of Engineering, which is one of
the highest honors that can be
awarded to an engineer.
Walt occasionally draws on
his work experience in order
to liven up his lectures. “I
spend a day a week on these
other activities … Through
these outside activities, I am
exposed to lots of interesting
ideas and practical applications of science,” he said. “I
sometimes draw upon this
knowledge to help make the
material more relevant.”

Do you want to help solve the country’s economic problems?
Become an Entrepreneur!
Are entrepreneurs born or bred? No matter how you answer
this question, you will appreciate the Master’s Degree offered by the
School of Technological Entrepreneurship (STE) at Northeastern
University. Our one year program provides top quality classroom
education in a truly interdisciplinary environment with an
exceptional opportunity to be involved in the creation of a new
technology-based venture.
The STE has the distinction of being the first independent
school devoted to technological entrepreneurship in the nation. Our
Master’s program is an intensive one year (Sept to Aug) 10 course
sequence that teaches you what you need to know to be a successful
entrepreneur. In parallel with your classroom experience, you will
also join a multidisciplinary I-cubator venture team whose mission
is to start a new company. Among the program’s goals is to teach
the art of collaboration, which is key to turning new technology into
marketable products and services. In this program, you will:
U7ÀÊÊ«ÀiVÌÃÊÊÕÌ`ÃV«>ÀÞÊÌi>ÃÊÌÊÃÛiÊ«ÀLiÃÊÊ
integrating technological issues with business needs,
U>ÊÌ iÊ>LÌÞÊÌÊÃiiÊLÌ ÊÌ iÊÌiV }V>ÊÃÃÕiÃÊ>`ÊÌ iÊLÕÃiÃÃÊÊ
issues from an integrative perspective,
Ui>ÀÊ ÜÊÌÊLiÊÃÕVViÃÃvÕÊÊVÀi>Ì}ÊLÕÃiÃÃiÃ]Ê>`Ê
U }>}iÊÊÛiÌÕÀiÊVÀi>ÌÊ>ÃÊ>ÊiLiÀÊvÊ>ÊVÕL>ÌÀÊÌi>°
7iÊ>ÀiÊVÕÀÀiÌÞÊ>VVi«Ì}Ê>««V>ÌÃÊvÀÊÌ iÊv>°Ê
To learn more, please visit our website at www.ste.neu.edu.
For more information, contact Margarita Sáez at
617.373.2788 or via email at ste@neu.edu.
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TV Review

Theater Preview

Zach Drucker and Chris Poldoian |
Bad Samaritans

‘Songs for a New
World’ addresses
transformation

Symbiotic
cinema

Spring show replaces
dialogue with song
by Saanya

G

Gulati

Contributing Writer

Four singers’ energy captivates
audiences in an abstract musical
called “Songs for a New World.” Junior
Samantha Tempchin, senior Caitlin
Felsman and sophomores Doug Cohen
and Jared Trudeau star in this song
cycle produced by Torn Ticket II. Each
plays a distinct character that experiences a certain change and resulting
crisis in his or her life. Since there is no
dialogue, the characters’ songs bring
out the show’s story, using music to
communicate with the audience.
Felsman sings a mother’s part, representing the lives of women with children who are distraught and dealing
with anger, pain and betrayal. She said
her experience with the production
has been “interesting and intimate.”
Felsman is primarily a singer and not
an actress but said the combination of
narrating and singing feels natural. “It
is a lot of what I do through singing,
projecting my own story onto the song,”
she said.
Creative interpretation on both the
part of the cast and the audience is
a key aspect of this production. The
play itself has neither a script nor a
plot but consists of a continuum of
songs that are connected through the
theme of change. Each character experiences his or her own personal change,
like the man trapped in a relationship
or the political prisoner. Even though
the props and costumes use a blueand-red color scheme, obviously trying to present an American angle, ultimately the show’s message is universal.
The show’s director, freshman Joshua
see SONGS, page 7

nbc.com

“No means no, officer!”

Well’s ‘Southland’ successfully
brings new style to old genre
by

Benjamin Phelps
Daily Staff Writer

“ER” ended just two Thursdays ago,
but executive producer John Wells
wasted no time moving on to his next

Southland
Starring Benjamin McKenzie,
Regina King, Michael Cudlitz
Airs Thursday at 10 p.m. on NBC
project: the gritty new police drama
“Southland.”
Set in Los Angeles, the series portrays the tough, crime-ridden streets of
the city instead of the glamorous, starstudded side that viewers may be used
to seeing on other shows. This setting,
along with a strong cast and multiple
storylines, gives the series a feeling of
authenticity as it follows LAPD beat cops
and detectives through their daily routines.

One of those cops is fresh-out-ofthe-academy Ben Sherman, played by
Benjamin McKenzie, whose last major
television role was Ryan Atwood on “The
O.C.” In that series, McKenzie’s character was a troubled teen coming from
an impoverished life to live with the
upper-class elite of Orange County. Here,
he plays quite the opposite: a young
man from apparently wealthy roots who
joins the police force and begins working at the bottom of the totem pole
for unknown reasons. Sherman’s background is sure to be fleshed out in later
episodes but currently lends him an air
of mystery.
Sherman’s training officer is veteran
cop John Cooper, played by Michael
Cudlitz, who is no stranger to LAPD
cop roles as he also played Ana-Lucia
Cortez’s partner on “Lost.” Officer Cooper
is tough, arrogant and knowledgeable
— something he doesn’t let Sherman
forget. Cooper constantly makes fun of
Sherman (apparently part of the rookie
see SOUTHLAND, page 7

Movie Review

Rogen’s latest, ‘Observe and Report,’ is better left unobserved
by

Matthew DiGorlamo
Daily Editorial Board

It once seemed like Seth Rogen
could do no wrong. All of the movies
in which he has had a starring role

Observe and Report
Starring Seth Rogen, Anna
Faris, Ray Liotta
Directed by Jody Hill
have done well in box office returns
and ratings. This all changed for Rogen
after his new abomination of a comedy
“Observe and Report” was unleashed
on America. While the film isn’t all
terrible, its laughs are few and far
between, and its dysfunction makes it
feel forced, slow and uncomfortable.
Rogen stars as Ronnie Barnhardt, a
mall security officer with an infatuation for Brandi (played by Anna Faris),
who works in the makeup department. When the quiet mall is infiltrated by a flasher, Barnhardt uses it as his
opportunity to get closer to Brandi.
Meanwhile, Detective Harrison (Ray
Liotta) from the local police force
is trying to solve the case, stepping
on Barnhardt’s toes. When things
get more complicated and robberies
occur, Barnhardt calls on his friends
rottentomatoes.com

Rogen is skeptical of his new film’s success.

see OBSERVE, page 7

one are the days of the burly, strapping, macho heroes like Tom
Cruise, Arnold Schwarzenegger and
Sylvester Stallone. Now, America
appreciates the goofy, awkward, out-of-shape
protagonists like Jonah Hill, Seth Rogen and
Jason Segel. Okay, Segel’s not out of shape per
se, but the man wore Uggs to the beach in “I
Love You, Man” (2009). Need we say more?
This recent transition from brawny to scrawny
has swept the country due to the efforts of one
producer/writer/director/god of the harvest:
Judd Apatow. Apatow’s characters may not be
weightlifters, but they have the only muscle
that matters: heart.
Apatow’s humble beginnings came in television, where he worked on NBC’s “Freaks and
Geeks.” The show featured Rogen and Segel in
all their pimply, teenaged glory. Unfortunately,
the series was simply too smart for its own
good and was cancelled after one season.
Both Segel and Rogen had dropped out of
high school, thinking that “Freaks” was their
golden ticket to the land of milk and honey.
With their floundering futures on his conscience, Apatow decided to place the boys in
his movies.
This past month has seen the release of
Apatow-less films starring two of his comedic
prodigies, each to differing levels of success.
Jason Segel’s “I Love You, Man” has already
garnered $58 million in four weeks and thrives
off of its bromantic humor and Apatowian
qualities. Apatowian-influenced films like
“Knocked Up” (2007), “40-Year-Old Virgin”
(2005) and “Superbad” (2007) all have raunchy exteriors with deep friendships, character-driven plots and witty dialogue. The best
scenes in “I Love You, Man” have the instantly
quotable banter between Rudd and Segel.
When you watch this movie, you can easily
picture yourself having the same conversation with your BFF. Rudd and Segel’s onscreen
chemistry holds together the movie’s relatively
flimsy plot. While you won’t find Apatow’s
name in the credits, there’s no denying his
influence on this comedy.
Seth Rogen’s “Observe and Report” (2009),
on the other hand, focuses on one character:
an unlikable mall cop. There are no chummy,
buddy-buddy scenes. Instead, we get date
rape, beatdowns and tasers. The movie is so
dark and transgressive that one often wonders how it even got a mainstream release.
We don’t mind the pitch-black humor and
mean-spiritedness of Rogen’s new film. In
all honesty, we enjoyed seeing Travis Bickle
shine through Rogen’s portrayal of the bipolar
Ronnie Barnhardt, but judging by its $11 million opening weekend performance, it looks
like “Report” will be as fiscally flaccid as “Zack
and Miri Make a Porno” (2008).
Apatow may have paved the way for young
actors like Rogen and Segel, but he also holds
the key to their success. As soon as they stray
from the Apatovian formula, these actors lose
their appeal.
We know that actors should always strive to
be multifaceted and flexible. But take a look at
Dennis Quaid. He has been playing the “wise,
middle-aged dad who is just reaching the end
of his prime, but still sort of has sex appeal if you
are into the whole male cougar thing” role for his
entire life. And our boy is still making bank.
Anyway, we have words of advice for
Apatow’s disciples: stay within your element.
Currently, Apatovian comedies are some of
the most financially successful and critically
acclaimed films out there, so why ruin a good
thing? If Seth Rogen wants to continue voicing
CG characters named Hogsqueal and B.O.B.,
that’s fine by us. Otherwise, maybe Apatow
and Rogen’s upcoming 2009 collaboration
“Funny People” will help Rogen hop back on
the Apatovian bandwagon for good.
Zach Drucker and Chris Poldoian are freshmen who have not yet declared majors. They
can be reached at Zachary.Drucker@tufts.edu
and Christopher.Poldoian@tufts.edu.
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Freshman director Glenn-Kayden gets
his feet wet with ‘Songs for a New World’
SONGS

continued from page 5

Glenn-Kayden, noted the universality
of change.
“We all experience it, are afraid of it,
and with support we can overcome it,”
he said.
The importance of community and
having friends to help one through crises of personal change is emphasized
constantly throughout the production.
Even during the show’s soliloquies, other
characters remain on the stage, participating through their gestures. Usually,
these gestures seem like a reaction to
what the character is going through, and
the majority of them can be seen as representing support for the person singing.
“It’s important to know that everyone’s
involved,” Glenn-Kayden said.
Glenn-Kayden uses the same music,
composed by Jason Robert Brown, that
the original off-Broadway production
used in the first performance of “Songs
for a New World” in 1995. He fondly
described the music as something that
is accessible and will definitely appeal to
the audience. Though there is no script,
the story comes out clearly through the
lyrics of these songs. It is still ultimately
up to the individual singer, however,
to interpret the play on his or her own.
Performers are given all of the music and

are left open as to how to communicate
the storyline to the audience.
As a freshman, Glenn-Kayden handles his first major production impressively. “I have been an assistant director
for productions in high school,” he said.
“[This show has] been a great learning
experience for me.” Glenn-Kayden also
expressed immense appreciation for
the support of his team and the music
producer Mike Pfitzer, a senior.
As the heart-wrenching stories of
characters facing turning points in
their lives unfold, the audience sees
each one confront their crisis through
song. Lyrics, the singers’ intonations
and the actors’ gestures are what bring
the characters’ stories to life. There is
such a wide variety of situations and
experiences that the characters face
that almost everyone can find at least
one story to relate to. As college students, each of us can, on some level,
identify with one of these characters
as they are on the brink of a new life
and as they are about to live these new
lives in a “new world.” Students will
certainly find this play interesting and
worth their time.
“Songs for a New World” runs tonight
and tomorrow night, with both performances at 8 p.m., in Barnum 008.
Admission is free.

nbc.com

You can tell by his blank stare that he’s got a troubled past. Or maybe it’s the genre.

Strong cast supports ‘Southland’

SOUTHLAND

continued from page 5

hazing ritual) and reminds him what it
means to be a “real cop.”
The rest of the cast is rounded out, most
notably by Regina King as Detective Lydia
Adams, Tom Everett Scott as Detective
Russell Clarke and Shawn Hatosy as
Detective Sammy Bryant. Although these
characters are not fleshed out much in
the pilot episode, they give viewers a good
look at the detective side of police work
and offer a nice contrast to the patrol work
of Officers Cooper and Sherman.
The show’s pilot episode opens at a
crime scene with Officer Sherman crouching next to a body, looking lost and dazed.
A flashback then takes the audience back
18 hours, documenting the events of
Sherman’s first day that led to this shooting. Interspersed with his and Cooper’s
day on patrol — which includes responding to an apartment with a bad smell and
finding his first dead body — are two other
storylines involving the detectives. Adams
and Clarke investigate the disappearance
of a young girl, while Bryant and his partner Detective Moretta probe the shooting
of a young boy by a group of gangbangers.
Although the patrol cops (specifically
Sherman) are at the center of the episode,
the storyline involving Bryant and Moretta
packs the biggest emotional punch. The victim is a young boy who fearfully announces
“I don’t bang” when a trio of gangsters pulls
up next to him. The gangsters proceed to
riddle him with bullets. When Detectives
Bryant and Moretta bring three young girls

who witnessed the shooting in for questioning, they are afraid to talk because they don’t
want to have to testify in court. When one
girl’s mother arrives, she tells Bryant that
he won’t understand the situation until he
lives in her inner-city neighborhood himself.
“We’re fighting our own war on terror right
here,” she proclaims, perfectly summing up
the disconnect between the white, middleclass detectives and the lower-class urban
citizens they have vowed to protect.
The show toes a fine line between giving a realistic portrayal of street life in Los
Angeles and simply playing into racial,
gender and other stereotypes. A female
patrol cop is ridiculed for her desire to
become a SWAT member and Sherman
is mockingly called Canadian when he
doesn’t react to others’ jokes. It is also
subtly revealed that Cooper is gay, which
could be a good opportunity for the show
to break away from stereotypes, as producer Wells has said in a teleconference
that Cooper’s sexual orientation will “simply be a fact of his life.”
While it is not quite in the league of
now-defunct cable cop dramas “The
Shield” or “The Wire” (which is made glaringly evident through the show’s bleeping
of swears, “Arrested Development”-style),
“Southland” brings a fresh take on the
network police series to television and
refrains from feeling like just another
“Law and Order” franchise entry. Unlike
some of the more lofty new dramas,
“Southland” deals with a familiar and
tested genre, but brings an exciting style
that viewers should enjoy.

rottentomatoes.com

This is the home of the champion in ‘Observe and Report.’

‘Observe and Report’ comes off as a
darker re-make of ‘Paul Blart: Mall Cop’
OBSERVE

continued from page 5

Dennis (Michael Peña) and the Yuen
twins (Matt and John Yuan) to help solve
the case. Mix all of this with Barnhardt’s
bipolar disorder, his desire to become a
real cop and the fact that he lives at home
with his alcoholic mother, and the story
quickly becomes quite confusing.
Unfortunately, the first thing that
comes to mind when seeing this film
is its uncanny similarity to “Paul Blart:
Mall Cop” (2009). Both Kevin James and
Rogen play plump mall security officers who are trying to do something to
impress a lady and save their respective malls. The main difference between
these characters lies in the humor and
the style of the films. Blart is fat and jolly,
has a good heart and means well.
Barnhardt, on the other hand, is
extremely frustrated and gets angry as
things go awry. Additionally, he becomes
increasingly violent after not taking his
medication. Blart and Barnhardt could
both be considered screw-ups, but
Barnhardt would become quite offended
at being called one.
Other elements of “Observe and
Report” are darker (if such a term can
be applied to this sort of film) than “Mall
Cop.” Director Jody Hill has succeeded
in making one of the more controversial
comedies of the year due to a date rape
scene between Rogen’s and Faris’ characters. When Barnhardt takes Brandi out
on a date, she quickly becomes high after
taking pills she steals from Barnhardt.
She also gets drunk off of multiple shots
she takes during the date. Afterwards, as
she is clearly disoriented and drugged,
Barnhardt takes her home and proceeds

to have sex with her. Halfway through,
Barnhardt stops, almost as if he recognizes he is doing something wrong.
This moment doesn’t last long because
Brandi urges him to keep going. Whether
this intends to genuinely portray date
rape or attempts an edgy commentary
on the “loose female” is for the audience
to decide.
The acting in the film leaves something to be desired. Faris does a good
job of playing the ditzy blonde, and Aziz
Ansari makes a funny cameo as a kiosk
merchant who likes to give Barnhardt
a hard time. Without these supporting
characters, however, Rogen’s character
falls flat. Liotta isn’t as exciting as he
has been in previous roles, and the
guest appearance by Danny McBride
seems forced and out of place. Even
Michael Peña, who plays Barnhardt’s
right-hand man, fails to hold the audience’s attention with his wacky hair and
strange accent.
The movie drags on for longer than
it should and provides very few laughs
besides the ones seen in the trailers.
The running gag of the mall streaker
isn’t even that shocking after his first
or second time on screen. “Observe
and Report” could have done so much
more with the mall setting, but instead
opted to focus on Barnhardt’s inner
struggles and his quest to prove himself
to Brandi. In spite of the film’s ludicrous
protagonist, it fails to make a complete
mockery of his life. Instead of wholeheartedly embracing its genre, it’s as
if the film is trying to escape from the
fact that it is, in fact, about a mall cop.
Rogen fans might be seriously disappointed with this latest release.

A COURSE FOR EVERYONE

Over 250 day and evening
classes to fit your work
or internship schedule.
Registration starts March 2

SUMMER2009
Summer plans? Look no further.
TUFTS SUMMER SESSION 2009
First Session

May 20–June 26, 2009

Second Session

June 30–August 7, 2009

Twelve-Week Session

May 20–August 7, 2009

http://ase.tufts.edu/summer
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Doonesbury

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

monday’s solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Mispronouncing Sarah’s name

Late Night at the Daily
Monday’s solution

“I’ll just Google ‘dead journalists.’”
~Carly Helfand, journalist

Please recycle this Daily

by

Wiley

The Tufts Daily Advertisement

Tuesday, April 14, 2009

www.pinkysfamouspizza.com
Order Online

(781) 391-PINK (7465)

Medford – Somerville
FREE DELIVERY

Go
feature
yourself.

*(5U6;

30=,5

556V+3L:

(365,

9

@<*(5U6;
30=,5
9(4,556V+3L:
(365,

Discover stories, trends and interesting personalities and share them with
the Tufts community.

The Daily’s features section is always looking for new writers.

To join our illustrious ranks or to learn more about us, send
an e-mail to features@tuftsdaily.com.

ELM

@

DAVIS SQUARE

The Tufts Daily

10

THE TUFTS DAILY
Editorial
Michael Adams Managing Editors
Sarah Butrymowicz
Ben Gittleson Executive News Editor
Alexandra Bogus News Editors
Nina Ford
Gillian Javetski
Michael Del Moro
Rob Silverblatt
Tessa Gellerson Assistant News Editors
Leslie Ogden
Matt Repka
Carter Rogers
Dave Stern

Kerianne Okie Executive Features Editor
Jessica Bidgood Features Editor
Julie Kalt Assistant Features Editors
Alison Lisnow
Emily Maretsky
Romy Oltuski
Christina Pappas
Julia Zinberg

Naomi Bryant Executive Arts Editor
Emma Bushnell Arts Editors
Matt DiGirolamo
Catherine Scott
Mitchell Geller Assistant Arts Editors
Adam Kulewicz
Josh Zeidel

Caryn Horowitz Executive Op-Ed Editor
Rachel Dolin Editorialists
Vittoria Elliott
Jacob Maccoby
Jwala Gandhi Opinion Editors
Nina Grossman
Ellen Kan
Andrew Rohrberger
Molly Rubin
Jwala Gandhi Editorial Cartoonists
Kayla Murdock

Tuesday, April 14, 2009

EDITORIAL

Not-so-appealing reasoning

Evans R. Clinchy
Editor-in-Chief

Editorial | Letters

The United States’ democratic system
encourages candidates to go above and
beyond to get every possible vote. That
system encourages high-quality candidates, rewarding them with benefits
to their careers and egos. But as campaigns have become longer and more
expensive, some otherwise worthy candidates are too easily tempted to exploit
the system for their own personal gain.
Rest easy, freshmen Senators, we’re not
talking about life at Tufts today.
Yesterday, a court in Minnesota upheld
the results of the recount of the state’s
U.S. Senate contest between Democrat Al
Franken and Republican Norm Coleman.
Franken, according to the ruling, won by
312 votes, roughly equal to the purported membership of the Tufts Mountain
Club. The narrowness of Franken’s margin of victory should have been the
most mind-boggling part of that ruling.
Unfortunately, it was not.
Instead of graciously accepting the
news and bowing out, Coleman is
stubbornly marching on. Swiftly and
conveniently changing the focus of
his argument, he has already decided to appeal the ruling to the State
Supreme Court. Part of his previous
appeal, which guaranteed review of
the election by three judges, hinged
on Coleman’s complaint that not all
absentee ballots had been counted.

Indulgently, the judges presided over a
hand count of some previously rejected absentee ballots. This count, to
Coleman’s dismay, actually widened
his opponent’s razor-thin margin.
Digging deeper for any excuse to soldier on, Coleman is now focusing his
complaint on alleged inconsistencies
in the way various counties tally their
absentee ballots.
It is exceedingly easy to pick apart
Coleman’s inane-sounding justifications. If Coleman truly cared about
the way different counties processed
absentee ballots, he could have easily
brought it up before it was suddenly
convenient for him to do so. If he is so
in favor of counting every single vote
several times before he is convinced
that a winner has been decided, we’re
sure he was also cheering for Al Gore
as he appealed — just once — to hold
a recount in Florida in 2000. Some
commentators have cynically continued to assert that Coleman knows he
has lost, but is merely trying to delay
the handing over of one more seat to
the Democratic majority. Others have
suggested that Coleman might still
be hoping for a victory, as Franken
might not have enough funds to support him through yet another prolonged legal battle.
The possibility that Coleman could

have such malicious intentions is
unsettling. The passive acceptance of
conniving politicians serving no conceivable interest but their own as a
necessary evil is even worse. Granted, it
is difficult and wrong to prevent people
like Coleman from using the proper
mechanisms to seek justice. But there
are ways to prevent such a fiasco from
happening again.
One partial — but realistic — solution
is publically funded elections. It would
put all candidates on equal playing
fields, eliminating any sort of contest to
see whose funds can last longer in court.
If common sense cannot break through
someone’s pride enough to signal to him
or her that enough is enough, perhaps
equal funding would make the candidate see the light. It could even have
broader implications; when candidates
are more accountable to the public and
less so to special interests and big party
donors who are more likely to encourage unethical behavior, they will be less
likely to exploit the system each time it
presents an opportunity. The incentive
to serve the average citizen would be
increased and could encourage a different mindset among politicians.
But for now, one can only hope
that this appeal is handled fairly and
expediently; after all, we have our own
botched elections to worry about.

kayla murdock
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The future of the space race
by

Gregory Wagner
Michigan Daily

On April 12, 1961, Yuri Gagarin chiseled his name into history forever by
becoming the first human to see the
Earth from space. Drifting above the
planet’s surface in the Soviets’ Vostok 1
capsule, he reflected to ground control:
“The Earth is blue. How wonderful. It
is amazing.” Since Yuri’s journey, this
rare view has been passionately sought
and shared by some privileged men
and women. It is Yuri’s milestone in
human history and the achievements
of humanity in space since that time
that are the subjects of Yuri’s Night, a
holiday [held annually on April 12] and
worldwide celebration of space.
What exactly is space? Space is everything. The whole universe falls within our
conception of it. Our concrete minds will
say that space is galaxies, stars, planets,

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

gas and dust, but it’s also a concept — a
large and empty void that is marked by
silent grandeur. We are stirred by images
brought from the corners of the universe of strangely twisting, burning galaxies and of majestic planets, striped and
ringed. Even if we only glance skyward on
a clear night, we can sense the presence
of the stars. Space holds mysteries that
challenge us to explore. Some say that
space is a blank slate where the past is of
no consequence, a place where humanity
can learn to live and start anew.
Space is important to us. It supports
integral components of our civilization,
even if we are not aware of it: entertainment, communication, weather prediction and GPS. It allows for telescopes and
observatories, the exploration of the solar
system and experiments in zero gravity,
not to mention the forthcoming industries of space tourism and habitation.
But beyond the mere practical ben-

efits, space can inspire us. The emotions
we attach to space can be tapped to unite
individuals and motivate diverse groups
of people. An easy example of this power
was the Apollo missions. Hundreds of
thousands of engineers, scientists and
laborers devoted themselves to the singular purpose of delivering a human
ambassador to the moon. This pursuit
cost billions of dollars, led to advances in
electronics and materials and persuaded
a generation of children to pursue careers
in science and mathematics.
Governments, of course, should continue (and increase) their funding of
science missions, interplanetary probes
and great space observatories. But commercial space, which some say is in the
midst of a new space race, shows the
greatest promise to bring space to the
doorstep of the ordinary citizen. In such
a quest, innovation and technology will
advance, too.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
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be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.
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Op-Ed

I’m mad as hell, and I’m not going to take it anymore
by

Matt Wittman

The recent decision by the Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Senate to fund construction of a new Trips Cabin
in New Hampshire has caused a good deal of controversy around campus. Some members of the Tufts
community support the project; many oppose it.
Me? I’m mad as hell.
I think the Trips Cabin is the absolute wrong way
to spend $230,000. I understand the appeal that an
additional site has. I understand how popular the Loj
is, and I realize that popularity can cause it to become
overcrowded. Naturally, building additional living
space at the Loj site has a great deal of appeal for
those who use the Loj.
The problem is that not everybody uses the Loj.
The TCU Senate and various other groups may hold
their retreats up at the Loj, and students not affiliated with Tufts Mountain Club ( TMC) may hitch rides
up to the site for the weekend, but that still leaves a
good deal of the student body who don’t go up to the
Loj and maybe never will. I understand that in theory
the new Trips Cabin will benefit all of Tufts, because
ideally everybody would be afforded the chance to
take the trip and enjoy their own space away from
the crowds of the Loj. But in all honesty, how realistic
is that assumption? Not everybody on campus has a
car, which makes getting to the New Hampshire site
difficult. Freshmen (and next year sophomores), who
aren’t allowed to have cars, would have to find rides
up to the cabin. How is that accessibility for all? A
shuttle from Tufts to the property has been proposed, but that would just cost even more money in
addition to the almost-quarter-million dollars we’ve
already spent.
And when people finally manage to get up to New
Hampshire, they’ll arrive at a TMC-maintained facility. The Tufts community isn’t going to leave its mark
on the Trips Cabin — TMC will. TMC maintains the
Loj, and thus, for all intents and purposes, the Tufts
Mountain Club runs the Loj. Make no mistake, TMC
will run the Trips Cabin. TMC doesn’t get TCU funding, but that in no way gives the Senate the right to
appropriate $230,000 for the use of essentially one
club. The funds could be spread around to dozens of
clubs and organizations right here in Medford.
That money could be better spent on campus. Two
hundred thirty thousand dollars would go a long way
toward a wide range of improvements to the Tufts community. Buy Pizza Days for the whole school — as long
as it benefits the entire Tufts student body. We were
promised that the recovered funds would be spent on
us, the students. We were constantly told that it was
our money and we were encouraged to give our opinions on how best to spend it. And when no consensus
was reached, we were told the money would be saved,
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not spent on a project that benefits a fraction of Tufts.
Saving seems like a much more prudent course to take
when considering the dire economic straits the world is
in and the amount of money Tufts has lost recently.
The TCU Senate promised us transparency when it
came to the recovered funds. Time and time again, the
Senate pledged to us that they would try to keep the
student body as involved as possible in the process
of spending this money: our money, our decision.
Senators swore that they would keep the process open
to us. And what happened? They approved a project
that had already been shelved by the Senate, a project
that the administration would have lent money to.
The Loj was built with money loaned from the school;
why couldn’t the Trips Cabin be built in a similar
manner? The Senate should have waited to see how
things would have shaped up regarding the cabin in
the future.
At the very least, the vote should have been postponed until after the elections. Senators should have
gone around campus asking people how they would
feel about the construction of the cabin. If the major-

ity of the student body had responded positively to
the project, and the money had been appropriated
just the same, fine. But at least get actual feedback
from the students. See what they have to say, don’t
spout this nonsense about transparency and feedback
and then spend a quarter-million dollars the Sunday
before the election. If the new Senate wants to prove
that it’s serious about taking student feedback and
spending in the best interest of the entire student
body, it should call a session as soon as possible,
revoke the funding and get serious about using our
recovered funds responsibly.
The Trips Cabin is a major victory for the TMC.
Congratulations to them. To the rest of Tufts, we’ve
been cheated — cheated out of money we were promised was ours, cheated out of a quarter-million dollars
because some senators wanted to make an impact and
leave a physical legacy ‘at’ Tufts.
Matt Wittman is a freshman who has not yet declared a
major.

Regarding cliques
by

Gregory Chambers

As a gay, black male from Connecticut, I have to say I
was disconcerted by Will Ehrenfeld’s April 7 “Stuff Tufts
People Like” column, entitled “Cliques.” Half-expecting
an exposé on a resurging epidemic of “Mean Girls” (2004),
I was surprised by what I read. He starts the column out
recounting his curiosity at the messages from Group of Six
Centers that appeared next to his “painstakingly” crafted
name tags. He decides not to pass judgment on their presence since he felt that he cannot identify with, which I
will read as an inability to sympathize with, these groups.
Fair enough, as some people never learn how to sympathize. Our Daily- (and self-) appointed expert goes on to
announce that Tufts people love belonging to minority
groups, particularly a group “that at one point” — apparently during some distant, far-gone era — “has been discriminated against.” He calls this a “thirst for victimhood,”
which, despite his hefty searches, as a straight white male
from Connecticut he finds himself, to his mock disappointment, excluded.
Mr. Ehrenfeld is partially correct: I do love belonging
to the minority groups with which I identify. I love being
of African descent and I love my gay identity, two aspects
which have required quite a bit of effort on my part to accept
about myself in a society where racism and homophobia
are still issues people face. This is not just an “outside” issue.
Tufts students still get called “n----rs,” as some students
were so unfortunate to experience outside the Africana
Center the night Barack Obama was elected president. Tufts
students are still called “f----ts,” as a group of my friends and
I rediscovered one evening when we were returning to the
Rainbow House from a fun gay night out.
Yes, I went out with my gay friends. Sometimes gay
people like to hang out together. Sometimes gay people
like having a safe space where they can talk about stuff
gay people like. Sometimes gay people like having a safe
space where they can talk about stuff gay people dislike,
such as various manifestations of homophobia or the heterosexism which means that straight people can take for
granted privileges that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and queer (LGBTQ) folk do not have. Similar situations

apply to many members of the various racial, ethnic and
religious groups, which I don’t have space to discuss. Mr.
Ehrenfeld, to his credit, seems to understand this desire.
Does this mean we revel in our victimization, let alone
thirst for it? Why is Will Ehrenfeld, on the flip side, implying
that minorities at Tufts are pathological?
I’d also like to address Mr. Ehrenfeld’s use of the concept
“self-segregation.” Claims that people of color or LGBTQ
people are “self-segregating” are a dangerous twist on
American discrimination, as the term segregation has
historically been used to refer to practices — legal, illegal
and social — that do not just enforce separation but also
confer privilege to one group and prevent equal access to
the rights or privileges which the dominant group enjoys,
often without a second thought. In America, the dominant group can in nearly every instance be understood
as white, heterosexual, non-Jewish, etc. Segregation is
not just a matter of people separating themselves; it is
a mechanism of power, reinforcing privileges for some,
and effectively punishing others by exclusion. In order for
someone to show that the Group of Six Centers promotes
self-segregation, a claim which Mr. Ehrenfeld never argues
to completion, one would need to show that the Centers
and their events construe some sort of unfair advantage to
the students who participate in them. Such an argument
would have to take into account the prejudice and discrimination directed against these groups, the most common attempts being that racism, sexism or homophobia
is over or irrelevant, and simultaneously ignore evidence
that these societal poisons cause added stress to members
of these populations. Instead, we see “self-segregation”
thrown around almost as if the intention is to punish
dominant groups for years of oppression and, when legally
ended, their aftereffects.
Why is the Group of Six Centers specifically being targeted as promoters of cliques? It’s true that some of the
Group of Six Centers do host events intended to provide a
space specifically for particular members of the Tufts community. For example, Queer Men’s Group is intended only
for males who identify as gay, bisexual, transgender, queer
and questioning. These meetings provide a safe space and
help foster a sense of community for students to meet with

people who may have gone through similar experiences,
or perhaps have experiences under consideration, such
as coming out. In my experience, this sort of peer network
allows for a low-stress environment for discussing matters
that can be life-altering.
Conversely, some Center-related groups and events
are there primarily for the benefit of the larger Tufts community. Team Q, which is also based out of the Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Center, is an LGBTQ speakers’ bureau dedicated to promoting awareness of LGBTQ
issues to Tufts and the surrounding area. Team Q events
are open to the public, and are advertized to emphasize
that everyone is welcome. Nevertheless, straight community members rarely take the initiative to attend. In pointing this out, I am not condemning the “self-segregation” by
omission of the straight community, but I am attempting
to bring to light the tendency to place blame on the minority groups and institutions in place to facilitate group
members’ stays at Tufts. People rarely think to ask why
there aren’t more straight people at Queer Straight Alliance
meetings, yet think that because they can (often) visually
mark a group of black friends, black students at Tufts are
self-segregating.
I don’t disagree with everything Mr. Ehrenfeld says; I
even recognize the irony his column attempts to convey,
although there is a fine line between comedy and mockery. Most importantly, I agree with his point that diversity
is meaningless without social interaction among groups.
Wondering how to engage in a diverse dialogue is a reasonable progression of that concern, as there is more to diversity than sampling each others’ food. Instead of pursuing
this route, the overall narrative in which he frames this
particular column is wrought with a twisted, half-mocking
sense of envy, and an ignorance of the disproportionate
privileges that come with being straight, white and male
(and if he is like most Tufts students, reasonably well-off)
that augment the privilege of a Tufts education.
Gregory Chambers is a senior majoring in American studies. He is a co-facilitator of Queer Students of Color and
Allies.
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Housing
5 BR Appartment
Renovated apartment on College
Ave. (near Rotary). Living room,
new kitchen, DW, refrigerator,
2 full baths. Off street parking.
$3200 plus utilities. Available
5/1/09. Call Mike at (617) 6279441 or gggd158@yahoo.com
3 Bedroom Apartment
Amazing location - 2 blocks from
Tufts, newly renovated, stunningly
beautiful. Huge sunny rooms, 2
new bathrooms, new hardwood
floors, new designer windows,
New heating, electric, kitchen,
parking negotiable. Available
9/1/09 $1900. No Fees. Please call
(781) 396-4675

Housing
FURNISHED APARTMENT
Furnished, 5 bedroom apartment
on College Ave, short walk to campus and Davis Sq., newer appliances and remodeled kitchen, large
rooms, porch, plenty of off-street
parking, and near a laundromat,
restaurants and food store. Rent
is $2500/month. Available now.
Please contact Ed at (617)3598216.

Sports
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Housing

Services

4 Bedroom Apartment
Available June 1, 2009
4BR/2Bath, two blocks from Tufts.
16 Hillsdale Rd.
$2,400/mo., hardwood floors,
excellent condition. Coin-op laundry in basement. Easy on-street
parking. Off-street: $50.
please call : Peter at 617.629.0269
or email: demasi.peter@gmail.com

Storage Close to Tufts
McCarthy Self Storage, 22 Harvard
Street, Medford, MA 02155. 781396-7724. Business hours: M-F
8am-5pm. Sat 9:45am - 2:45pm.
Sun 10am - 2:45pm. Space available to students close to Tufts.
Prices from $30-$81. Please call
for more information.

4 BR Apartment
45 Pearl St., off College Ave (Med/
Som Line). 4 BR, 2 level apt. of a 2
family house. $2400. OFF STREET
PARKING!! 2 full bath, 2 LR, front
and rear porch. Hardwood, laundry,
full kitchen. Email cyndie@hotmail.
com or call 781-983-6398.

Services

Wanted

Wanna Talk?
If you are having a bad day, going
through a break up, stressing out,
or just need someone to listen, we
are here from 7pm to 7am every
day of the week. Just call us at
(617) 627-3888 or AIM tuftsE4P.

Sperm Donors Needed
Cambridge.
Up to 1200 dollars a month.
Healthy MEN, wanted for
California Cryobanks sperm donor
program. APPLY ONLINE www.
spermbank.com

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Jumbos look to achieve a season goal on Friday with a win over the Mules
MEN’S TENNIS

continued from page 16

the tone for the match, putting up
a staunch fight against its Williams
opponents. After breaking the Ephs
to force a tiebreaker at 8-8, the Jumbo
duo found itself trailing 5-2 in the
tiebreak. Victoria and Fountain then
found an opening to regain their
footing with defensive maneuvering
and won the next five points to take
the tiebreaker and the match 9-8 (5).
“Jake and Kai played a great
match,” junior Andrew Rosen
said. “At around 6-5 or 7-6,
[Fountain and Victoria] broke
back and it went to a tie-breaker.
We were down 5-2 in the tiebreaker and in a huge win we
came back to win 7-5 … It was
a tremendous match and really
showed [Fountain’s and Victoria’s]
mental toughness and their ability to make some clutch shots.”
In singles, the Jumbos were on
their game despite a score that
may suggest otherwise. Junior
tri-captain Bryan Wilner pulled
off Tufts’ only singles victory at
the No. 6 position. With a combination of strong serves and commanding forehand shots, Wilner
controlled the tempo of the
match, silencing his opponent in
straight sets 6-4, 6-3.
While some players found success on the court, many others had
some hit-and-miss opportunities.
Freshman Sam Laber played in the
No. 5 position and managed a competitive first set marked by long volleys and battles for points but was
unable to secure the win. Due to an
injury incurred by junior tri-captain
Jon Trott, the lineup shifted, moving
Rosen to the No. 2 position. Rosen
nabbed the first set from the old
foe from his hometown of Armonk,
N.Y., but fell in the next two to drop
the match 3-6, 6-2, 6-1.
“[Rosen] and his opponent were
from the same town, so they knew
each other’s games pretty well
going into the match,” Landers
said. “That can be a bad thing,
especially for a player like [Rosen],
who really thrives against players
that are unfamiliar with his game.
[Rosen] really battled it out and
took his opponent to three sets
… It showed the whole team how
determined he is on the court.”
In Friday’s match against the 9-7

Vassar Violets, Tufts took a steady
hand against its non-conference
opponent. While the Violets
are unranked nationally, the
Intercollegiate Tennis Association
has ranked Vassar No. 11 in the
Northeast, just one spot below
Tufts. After posting a close 5-4 win
last season against the Violets, the
Jumbos had a markedly stronger
performance this year.
In doubles play, Tufts took two
out of three matches, with Trott
and freshman Morrie Bossen
handing their opponents an 8-4
loss in the No. 3 position. The duo
capitalized on serve opportunities
and made key cross-court returns
that built momentum going into
the singles game. With Victoria out
due to illness, Laber stepped up
to take his spot in No. 2 doubles.
Making a flawless transition, the
Laber-Fountain team made few
errors and played a low game to
outperform their Violets rivals 8-6.
“This year’s match was much
different than last year’s,” Rosen
said. “[Victoria] was sick and
couldn’t compete in the match, so
initially that made things difficult,
but [Laber] and [Fountain] played
really well at No. 2 doubles and
[Bossen’s] and [Trott’s] win at No. 3
doubles gave us a lot of confidence
going into singles.”
In singles, all matches were
decided in straight sets, five of
which went the Jumbos’ way. At the
No. 3 position, Rosen overcame his
opponent in a tiebreaker in the first
set before finishing him off in the
second for a 7-6(3), 6-2 win. At No.
6 singles, Laber pulled out a victory
in commanding style and gave up
just two games over the two sets.
The Violets’ only singles win came
at No. 4 singles, as sophomore Tony
Carucci held a solid 5-1 lead in the
first set tie-break but unraveled to
fall 7-6(3) and lost the match with
a second set score of 6-4.
“Last year, we beat Vassar 5-4 and
I ended up playing the same opponent I did this year, winning 6-4 in the
third set,” Rosen said. “It was about
as competitive as you could be. This
year, though, we played much more
consistent as a team and we didn’t let
injuries set us back from our goals.”
On Friday, Tufts will take on the
Colby Mules in Waterville, Maine.
The Jumbos have been unable to

Andrew Morgenthaler/ Tufts Daily

Junior tri-captain Jon Trott teamed with freshman Morrie Bossen to record a commanding win in third doubles
over Vassar on Friday before going on to post a win in singles. The following day, however, Trott was pulled from
the Williams dual match with an injury.
secure victory against the Mules since
the 2004-05 season, but they have
had close run-ins with their NESCAC
foe in the past, falling 5-4 last year.
With only two NESCAC matches left
this season, the Tufts squad hopes to
meet its goal of taming the nationally unranked Mules before facing off

against the nationally ranked No. 6
Middlebury Panthers.
“The Colby match is one we cannot lose,” Landers said. “I think we
all feel the same way that we do not
want to lose against them. One of our
goals this season was to beat Bates
and beat Colby, which would’ve got-

ten us into the NESCACs. We already
saw what happened against Bates
and, going forward, we just want
to do what we haven’t been able to
do in the last couple years, which is
to just beat Colby. It’s a very doable
thing, we just haven’t been able to
pull it out.”

Jumbos hope for good weather to lock up fast times before NESCACs
WOMEN’S TRACK

continued from page 16

ing really strong in the field events.”
Senior tri-captain Paula Dorman led
the Jumbos’ throwers, taking second in
the shot put and fifth in the hammer
throw. In the long jump, sophomores
Kanku Kabongo and Rosanna Xia took
third and fourth.
First-year Heather Theiss took first
place in the pole vault, clearing 10’3”.
In the high jump, freshman Dayorsha
Collins and sophomore Sarah Nolet finished in a five-way tie for second place
after each clearing 4’10 1/4”.
“I’ve been so impressed with the
freshman class,” McNamara said.
“They’re going to be critical when it
comes to NESCACs. They’re giving us
a lot of depth, and I see a lot of good
things coming out of that class.”

“The freshman class is fantastic,”
junior Logan Crane added. “They show
a lot of diversity and will be a crucial
factor for years to come.”
On the running side, very little has
slowed down the Jumbos’ distance
squad this spring, and the trend continued on Saturday. McNamara won
the 1,500-meter run with a time of
4:34.24, over six seconds ahead of the
runner-up.
“The competition wasn’t great yesterday, so from the go, I was all alone,
but I feel like I’ve been getting better at
learning how to pace things on my own,
push the race myself,” McNamara said.
“The time was only two seconds off my
personal record from last year, so I was
happy about that. I felt really good during the race, and I felt like I had more in
me, so if I get into a race where I have

people who can push, I really feel like I
can do much better time-wise.”
The Jumbos also took first and second in the 800-meters, with sophomore Amy Wilfert and freshman
Kayley Pettoruto finishing in 2:20.58
and 2:21.77, respectively. With the
impressive time, Wilfert, who has
been running the 5,000- and 1,500meter races this season, demonstrated her versatility in running a shorter, faster event. Such flexibility will
be useful to the team as the Jumbos
look toward building relays for the
championship meets.
More than any other event, the
100-meter race was highly affected by
poor weather conditions that held the
field back. Crane took second in the
event with 13.16, but times across the
board were notably slower than nor-

mal. Crane had better success in the
200-meter, where she won the event
in 26.93, outpacing Wheaton senior
Christine Moreau by over one second.
Tufts senior Jennifer Johnson took third
place with a time of 28.28.
The Jumbos will now prepare for
next Saturday’s meet at MIT, which
will serve as a final tune-up before the
conference meet, which will be held on
April 25 at Conn. College.
“We’ve had a rough couple of weeks
where it hasn’t been so nice out, but I
think we’re going to have great weekends to come and everyone will get a
big confidence boost as we head into
the Championships,” Crane said.
“If we have a nice day, I think that
people can go well beyond what they
think their potential is now, so I’m looking forward to it,” McNamara added.
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Undeterred Jumbos will continue to look
for qualifying marks in coming meets

Passionate about
sports?

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

Ethan Barron] have given me really
good care and I’ve gotten much
better. I’m really thankful that they
helped me out so much.”
Longley finished sixth in the
100-meter dash but said that he
was not concerned with his placement, as he was just happy to be
healthy again.
“This is the first time I’ve run
since May of last year,” Longley
said. “Even though we had some
of the worst conditions I’ve ever
run in, it felt great to complete a
race and compete without pain. It
meant a lot to me to be able to do
that, and now that I’m past that, I
can concentrate on getting better
and getting into the form that I
want to be for later in the season so
we can go far in the postseason.”
While it may seem that the
Jumbos’ participation in this
meet was all for naught — they
failed to register any championship qualifying marks under the
circumstances — Bradley maintained that the team was not distraught by the weather’s impact
on its performance.
“I think most of the guys
understand that we’re in New

continued from page 16

these high finishes, however, the
times were not what the team was
hoping for, as the poor conditions
were simply overbearing for the
entire field.
“It was a very bad day for sprinters,” Fitzgerald said. “The weather
was against us; there was a headwind, rain and cold temperatures.
I’m happy with how I placed,
but none of the times were that
impressive for sprinters.”
The meet also marked the return
of junior Andrew Longley, the Tufts
record-holder for the indoor 200meter dash, from an injury that
cost him nearly a year of action.
“My injury was developed first
last April and May just by overrunning,” Longley said. “It was
misdiagnosed at first, but it turned
out to be a stress fracture in my
hip, which caused tendonitis in
my groin and adductor muscles.
It got a little better, but then I overtrained in the summer and went
to Australia and didn’t get the best
therapy there. But since then [athletic trainer Pat Cordeiro], [strength
trainer Dan Kopsco] and [coach

Love using words
like ‘PR’ and
‘charity stripe?’
So do we.
Cover Tufts, professional and college sports for the NESCAC’s only
daily newspaper.

England and it’s cold,” Bradley
said. “The beginning of the season is always cold, so the NESCAC
marks are easy to hit for most
guys. Usually we just hope to get
some nice weather so we can
do well. Saturday, everyone was
going through the same stuff, so
even though people didn’t throw
down qualifying marks, we all ran
through it. We just have to hope
for better weather next week.”
Tufts will now move on to two
Div. I meets over the coming weekend, as some will take part in the
Larry Ellis Invitational at Princeton
University on Friday while others will travel to the Dartmouth
Invitational in New Hampshire
on Saturday. The Jumbos’ goals
for the meets will be the same as
any regular-season event: fulfilling
qualification standards for championship competitions.
“We’ll again be looking for qualification marks,” Fitzgerald said.
“We’re always looking for personal
bests. Mostly, we want to continue improving and get a sense of
what our team will look like for
NESCACs. They’re similar goals to
any week.”

SCHEDULE | April 14 - April 20
TUE
Baseball

The Daily sports section is always looking for
new writers.

FRI

at Bowdoin
4 p.m.

For the most effective treatment and highest staff-to-client ratio in New
England, informed clinicians refer their clients to Laurel Hill Inn. We
provide extensive programming in a highly structured and supervised
non-institutional therapeutic setting. Evening, day, residential, and aftercare
programs in West Medford and West Somerville. Call Linda at
781 396-1116 or visit our web site at www.laurelhillinn.com.

MON

at Bowdoin
(2) 12 p.m.

vs. Endicott
4:30 p.m.

at Conn.
College
12 p.m.

Men's
Tennis

Treatment of Adults
Suffering from Anorexia and
Bulimia Nervosa

SUN

vs. Conn.
College
1 p.m.

Women’s
Lacrosse

Eating Disorder Treatment

SAT

vs. Bowdoin vs. Bowdoin
3 p.m.
(2) 12 p.m.

at Endicott
7 p.m.

Men's
Lacrosse

us, send an e-mail to sports@tuftsdaily.com.

THU

at Bridgewater at Babson (2)
State
3 p.m.
4 p.m.

Softball

To join our illustrious ranks or to learn more about

WED

vs. Bentley
3:30 p.m.

at
Middlebury
1 p.m.

at Colby
4 p.m.

Women's
Tennis

vs.
Wesleyan
4 p.m.

vs.
Middlebury
2 p.m.

Women’s
Track and
Field

.

MIT Coed
Invitational
10 a.m.
Larry Ellis
Invitational at
7 p.m.

Men’s Track
and Field

Dartmouth
Invitational
10 a.m.
Colby, Conn,
WPI, RIT,
Holy Cross Washington
Ithaca
College
8 a.m.
8 a.m.

Crew

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Men's Lacrosse

Women's Lacrosse

(9-2, 5-2 NESCAC)

NESCAC OVERALL

NESCAC OVERALL

Middlebury
Tufts
Wesleyan
Bowdoin
Trinity
Williams
Colby
Amherst
Bates
Conn. College

W
6
5
5
4
4
4
2
2
1
1

L W
1 9
2 9
2 10
2 7
3 9
3 5
4 6
5 4
6 3
6 5

L
1
2
2
4
3
5
5
6
8
7

Individual Statistics
G A P

Colby
Tufts
Trinity
Middlebury
Amherst
Bates
Williams
Bowdoin
Wesleyan
Conn. College

W
6
6
5
4
3
3
3
2
2
0

L
1
1
2
2
3
4
4
5
5
7

W
10
10
9
5
6
7
6
7
5
3

L
1
1
2
4
4
5
4
6
7
8

Individual Statistics
G A P

NESCAC

as of Apr. 6, 2009

(26-0, 6-0 NESCAC East)

OVERALL

NESCAC

OVERALL

East
Trinity
Bowdoin
Tufts
Bates
Colby

W
9
3
2
3
1

L
0
3
4
6
5

T W L
0 18 3
0 16 12
0 9 14
0 7 13
0 5 12

T
0
0
0
0
0

East
Tufts
Bates
Bowdoin
Trinity
Colby

W
9
5
2
2
0

L
0
4
4
4
6

T
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
11
12
11
7

T
0
0
0
0
0

West
Wesleyan
Williams
Amherst
Hamilton
Middlebury

5
3
4
2
1

3
2
3
3
4

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

West
Wesleyan
Amherst
Williams
Middlebury
Hamilton

6
3
3
4
1

3
2
3
5
4

0 11 13
0 14 5
0 7 11
0 12 9
0 4 15

0
0
0
0
0

12
11
11
10
8

10
7
9
10
10

Individual Statistics
AVG HR RBI

D.J. Hessler
Clem McNally
Ryan Molloy
Matt Witko
Mike Droesch
Kevin Williams
Sean Kirwan
Kevin McCormick
Doug DiSesa
Chase Bibby
Team

26 34 56
38
7
45
31 14 45
13
5
18
6
12 18
6
6
12
8
1
9
7
2
9
5
3
8
4
4
8
171 112 283

Amanda Roberts
Emily Johnson
Chrissie Attura
Lara Kozin
Courtney Thomas
Jenna Abelli
Maya Shoham
Stephanie Perez
Kelly Hyland
Casey Egan
Team

28
29
10
14
20
20
13
14
8
5
167

38
35
34
28
25
24
21
19
11
11
257

David Leresche
Sam Sager
Ben Walkley
Dave Katzman
Nate Bankoff
David Orlowitz
Anthony Fucillo
Caleb Sims
Corey Pontes
Chase Rose
Team

.375
.370
.333
.310
.278
.267
.258
.258
.247
.226
.261

Goaltending
Matt Harrigan
Bryan Petillo

GA Sv Sv%
74 112 .602
4
11 .733

Goaltending
Sara Bloom
Alexis Germain

GA Sv Sv%
79 103 .566
16 10 .385

Pitching
Chris DeGoti
Mike Stefaniak

W L ERA SO
2 0 2.00 18
3 1 3.72 18

10
6
24
14
5
4
8
5
3
6
90

USILA Div. III Men’s Lax

Softball

Baseball

(9-14, 2-4 NESCAC East)

(10-1, 6-1 NESCAC)

2
0
1
0
1
1
0
0
1
0
9

20
7
3
7
10
5
4
4
15
3
106

W
26
8
16
9
11

Individual Statistics
AVG HR RBI
Maya Ripecky
Laura Chapman
Casey Sullivan
Danielle Lopez
Lena Cantone
Cara Hovhanessian
Roni Herbst
Christy Tinker
Mira Lieman-Sifry
Alison Drobiarz
Team

.513 3 25
7
.407 0
.397 2 22
.395 3 30
.368 1 21
.361 4 15
8
.350 0
.333 1 17
9
.333 2
3
.325 0
.372 19 175

Pitching
Izzie Santone
Lauren Galmetti

W L ERA SO
12 0 1.20 32
11 0 1.46 39

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Stevenson (13)
2. Roanoke (2)
3. Cortland
4. Middlebury
5. Salisbury
6. Washington and Lee
7. Ithaca
8. Gettysburg
10. Tufts

IWLCA Div. III Women’s Lax
as of Apr. 7, 2009

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. The College of New Jersey (9)
2. Salisbury (8)
3. Colby (2)
4. Franklin and Marshall (1)
5. Gettysburg
6. Hamilton
7. Tufts
8. Middlebury
9. Trinity

NFCA Div. III Softball
as of April 8, 2009

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Louisiana College (3)
2. St. Thomas (1)
3. Linfield (3)
4. East Texas Baptist
5. Texas Tyler
6. Central (1)
7. Wisconsin-Eau Claire
8. Christopher Newport
10. Tufts
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Inside the NL

D’backs must rebound quickly from slow opening week
by

Daniel Rathman
Daily Staff Writer

Last April, the Arizona Diamondbacks
were the best team in baseball, racing out to a remarkable 20-8 start
and giving themselves an early fivegame cushion on their NL West rivals.
With their aces Brandon Webb and
Dan Haren dealing and their then-20year-old prodigy Justin Upton playing
far beyond his years, the Snakes were
almost a lock to reach the postseason.
Little did we know that the key word in
that last sentence would be “almost.”
Over the remainder of the season, Bob
Melvin’s team amassed a disappointing
62-72 mark, and the Diamondbacks
eventually missed the playoffs by two
games. Upton, who began the year
with a torrid .340/.385/.577 line and
five homers in 97 April at-bats, receded
rapidly, finishing the year with a mediocre .250 batting average and only 15
total taters. Many of the outfielder’s
youthful teammates followed suit, and
even with Webb and Haren contending
for the NL Cy Young award, the D’backs
simply couldn’t stay afloat.
This winter, the Diamondbacks lost
Orlando Hudson, Adam Dunn and
Randy Johnson to free agency; GM Josh
Byrnes replaced Hudson with Felipe
Lopez and Johnson with Jon Garland,
while pinning his hopes on Eric Byrnes’
successful recovery from torn hamstrings. Clearly, no significant improvements were made to the Arizona roster,
with the team’s financially strapped
management instead hoping that the
maturation of youngsters like Stephen
Drew and Chris Young at the plate, plus
Max Scherzer on the mound, would lift
them to the top of the division.
Unfortunately, the Diamondbacks
have not slithered away from the competition to start the 2009 season and
are instead mired in the NL West cellar with a 2-5 record after one week of
play. They were defeated twice in three
games in both of their opening series,
first by the Colorado Rockies and then

Three victories last
week keep Jumbos
atop NESCAC
There is no substitute for a
solid goalie. Great offense and
stifling defense can carry a team
so far, but in the end, great
goaltending, above all else, can
win a championship. So far this
season, women’s lacrosse’s Sara
Bloom has proven just that,
earning NESCAC Player of the
Week honors yesterday for her
outstanding performance.
	In the past week, the
Jumbos’ sophomore goaltender came up huge for her
squad, posting some of the
best numbers of her career
to lead the team to its sixth
straight win and its 10th of
season. Starting with wins
over Gordon and Wheaton
during the week, Bloom and
the Jumbos then took on
NESCAC rival Middlebury in
a crucial conference matchup
on Saturday.
Bloom posted 11 saves in the
12-7 defeat of the Panthers,
allowing her lowest goal total
of the season and helping
defend the Jumbos’ spot atop
the NESCAC standings, where
they remain tied with Colby.
With her 103 saves this year,
Bloom now leads all NESCAC
goaltenders with a .566 save
percentage and sits third in
Goals Against Average. In her
award-winning week, Bloom
posted a .641 save percentage
and a 7.49 goals against average, standing tall between
Tufts’ opponents and the back
of the cage.
— by Evan Cooper

MCT

Already off to a slow start, the Arizona Diamondbacks may be struggling for a little longer
as they miss ace Brandon Webb. Webb was recently placed on the 15-day DL with an ailing
throwing shoulder.
by the Los Angeles Dodgers. Brandon
Webb is on the 15-day disabled list
with an ailing right shoulder, and
Dan Haren has already been tagged
with two tough-luck losses. Their top
young hitters are either at or below
the Mendoza line, with Upton yet to
collect his first knock of the year. Put
all of that together, and it’s not hard to
see why the Diamondbacks have been
outscored 40-24 in their first seven

games.
Obviously, there is ample time for
the Snakes to turn things around, but
their schedule dictates that this must
happen immediately. Major League
Baseball’s scheduling gods dealt the
Diamondbacks an agenda that has
them playing 18 of their first 21 games
in the friendly confines of Chase Field.
They’ve already wasted a third of those
contests with a miserable first week,

and recent history dictates that such
a trend cannot continue. In particular,
the D’backs were a stellar 48-33 at their
home ballpark last season but managed only a 34-47 mark on the road.
They won’t have the luxury of playing
in Phoenix for most of May and June,
so ending April at or near the top of the
division is critical.
Righting the ship certainly won’t be
easy, especially with Webb on the shelf
for at least the next two weeks, but
Arizona’s opponents for the rest of the
month are manageable. Bob Melvin’s
squad will host the St. Louis Cardinals
and then make a quick weekend trip up
to play the San Francisco Giants before
returning home to play the Rockies,
Giants and Chicago Cubs, with offdays comfortably placed on the 16th
and 23rd. A team could not have asked
for a much better opening slate, but
the Diamondbacks have yet to take
advantage of it.
Beyond the cushy schedule, there
are plenty of other reasons for the
Chase Field faithful to keep hope
alive in the face of a rocky first week.
Promising young starter Scherzer will
make his 2009 debut on Tuesday after
compiling a solid 3.05 ERA and 66/21
strikeout-to-walk ratio in 56 innings
during his rookie year. The young bats
of Drew, Young, Upton and Conor
Jackson have far too much potential
to stay cold for long. And it’s hard to
imagine Dan Haren staying winless
if he maintains the tidy 2.08 ERA and
0.77 WHIP that gave the D’backs a
great chance to emerge victorious in
his first two starts.
But with all of that said, the burden
falls on the players’ shoulders, and
they must show that they can contend with the Dodgers, Giants and
Rockies over the coming two weeks.
The NL West is full of teams with fatal
flaws and could be won with a .500
record, so it’s nowhere near time for
the Diamondbacks to concede defeat.
It is time, however, for the young Snakes
to step up to the challenge.

Victory at third doubles a showcase of Tufts’ depth Offensive showing
earns Leresche
NESCAC honors

WOMEN’S TENNIS

continued from page 16

the top spot, Browne turned
a potential showdown against
Grace Baljon into a one-sided
affair, blowing past the Ephs
junior 6-1, 6-0 and improving
to 4-0 against top-10 opponents across dual-match and
tournament play this season.
McCooey, meanwhile, battled her way to a 6-3, 1-6, 6-2
victory over Gibson at second
singles, avenging a loss she suffered in the semifinals of last
year’s NCAA Championships.
“Win or lose the doubles,
[Browne and McCooey] would
have had the same level of
intensity, and that’s one of the
things that makes both of them
so dependable out there,”
Bayard said. “They’re both so
good at staying in the moment.
[Browne] is always focused,
but Saturday she was in a complete zone. [McCooey] showed
the type of level-headedness
and confidence she knew she
needed in order to win. I was
proud of both of them.”
Buoyed by the victories at
the top of its singles lineup,
Tufts was well within striking
distance, trimming Williams’
lead to 4-3. But the Ephs
closed the match with wins
at fifth and sixth singles to
account for the final margin.
The Jumbos didn’t go quietly, however, as freshman
Jenn LaCara mounted a serious challenge against junior
Ashley Parsons at No. 5, taking the first set before Parsons
rallied to win the final two.
Tufts’ first win of the day
came at third doubles, where
the first-time pairing of junior
Erica Miller and sophomore

Josh Berlinger/ Tufts Daily

Junior captain Meghan McCooey (above) and sophomore Julia Browne fell
in doubles to Williams’ top pair on Saturday, but both McCooey and Browne
responded by going on to handle their respective singles opponents.
Hillary Rosen knocked off
Williams’ duo of freshman
Kristin Alotta and junior Genny
Loomis, 8-6. Against a team as
deep as the Ephs, it was a particularly noteworthy accomplishment for the Jumbos to
play competitively at the bottom of both the singles and
doubles lineups.
“I knew that we had a good
shot [at the] top half of the
lineup, but I think it really
showcased what the team is all
about to have our No. 3 doubles team coming through,”
Bayard said. “To have Hillary,
someone who generally hasn’t
been starting much, come
through and just play huge
tennis and pull through, I
think that really shows the
strength of our team.”
After battling through its
toughest competition of the

season, Tufts will next take the
court on Thursday, when it
hosts NESCAC rival Wesleyan
before finishing up its home
slate with a matchup against
Middlebury on Saturday.
Heading into its final regular
season matches, the Jumbos
carry with them extra confidence from their performances over the past week.
“I think it was great for boosting everybody’s confidence to
know that we can compete with
the top teams in the country,”
McCooey said. “Now it’s really
sinking in that we can do it, and
I feel like our whole team truly
believes it. Especially with the
Williams match, right down the
lineup, everyone was playing
with such heart and just going
after their shots. I think if we
keep this up, we’ll start getting
the wins.”

Sophomore shortstop David
Leresche of the baseball
team earned NESCAC Player
of the Week honors for leading the Jumbos’ offensive
charge over their recent 4-1
run, starting with an April 7
contest against Brandeis.
Leresche started off the
week with a 2-for-3, onerun performance against the
Judges and never looked
back. In a four-game series
against conference rival
Middlebury, Leresche went
7-for-11 at the dish with
six runs and nine RBI. He
reached base a total of 13
times in his 17 plate appearances against the Panthers,
walking twice and being hit
by four pitches. Ironically,
his best single-game performance came in Tufts’ only
loss of the week, as he went
3-for-4 with two doubles,
three runs and four RBI.
	In total, over the course
of five games, Leresche batted a gaudy .643, reaching
base at a clip of .762 and
compiling a .786 slugging
percentage. For good measure, he also went 5-for-5
on stolen base attempts.
	For the season, Leresche
leads the Jumbos in almost
every important offensive
category, including batting
average (.375), on-base
percentage (.511), slugging
percentage (.569), runs (15)
and RBI (20).
— by David Heck
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Inside the AL

Tribal tribulations: After suffering through
a rough start, Indians could still rebound
by

Jeremy Greenhouse | Follow the Money

Insanium
in the
stadium

David Heck

Daily Editorial Board

2007 was a great year for the Cleveland
Indians. They rode CC Sabathia, that
year’s Cy Young Award winner, and Fausto
Carmona, who went 19-8 with a 3.06 ERA,
to a major league-best 96 wins and, with
some help from gnats, made it all the way to
the American League Championship Series
before falling in seven games to the eventual
World Series winner Boston Red Sox.
Last year, however, things fell apart.
Injuries to Victor Martinez and Travis
Hafner zapped their offensive potency, and
Carmona regressed to a 5.44 ERA in 120.2
innings. Things got so bad they were forced
to trade Sabathia at midseason in order to
get something back for the pending free
agent, and the team drifted to a mediocre
81-81 record and third place in the AL East.
The lone bright spot for the Tribe in 2008 was
the performance of Cliff Lee, whose amazing
comeback year garnered the team its second
Cy Young in as many years.
Coming into this season, Cleveland fans
had reason to be optimistic. Hafner and
Martinez had recovered from their respective injuries, Lee still fronted the rotation, and
Carmona seemed to have figured things out
this spring, compiling a 2.67 ERA. In addition,
the team had finally inked a legitimate closer
in Kerry Wood, while also making relatively
shrewd maneuvers in trading for utility man
Mark DeRosa and signing the finally healthy
Carl Pavano to a one-year deal.
But so far this season, things could not
have gone much worse for the Indians. They
have begun the season a miserable 1-6,
including starting 0-5 for the first time in 24
years. Their current record is better only than
the winless Washington Nationals and equal
to the hapless Houston Astros — neither of
whom came into the year with feasible playoff aspirations.
Their problems have started with the
pitching. Lee looks more like the pitcher who
spent the majority of 2007 in AAA, going 0-2
with a 9.90 ERA in two starts, while Carmona
gave up six runs in five innings pitched in his
first start of the season last week. Through
seven contests, the team has given up an
average of 7.9 runs to its opponents.
But despite this lackluster start to the
year, there is still reason for the Indians to
hope. Hafner and Martinez do in fact look
fully recovered, hitting .240 with 3 home
runs and .367 with 2 home runs [updated tonight], respectively, while the team
still features arguably the best all-around
player in the game in center fielder Grady
Sizemore. In addition, they return Kelly
Shoppach, who emerged last year to lead
all American League catchers in home runs,
and up-and-comer Shin-Soo Choo, whose
.946 OPS in 317 at-bats last year was higher
than that of Hanley Ramirez, Chase Utley
and Josh Hamilton, to name a few.

“

MCT

Last year’s Cy Young Award winner, Cliff Lee, has already given up 11 earned runs in two
starts this year. By comparison, last year Lee gave up four earned runs in the entire month
of April.
So there’s no doubt that the offense can
and will produce. The success of this team
will come down, not surprisingly, to the
pitching.
First and foremost, Lee and Carmona
have to recapture their Cy Young-caliber
forms. The fact that Lee has 10 strikeouts in
10 innings pitched is encouraging and suggests that he is possibly only a few tweaks
away from becoming the ace he was last
year. Furthermore, it is far too early to write
Carmona off, particularly considering that he
is still just 25 years old.
But unfortunately for the Tribe, even in
the best-case scenario, two pitchers don’t
make a rotation. Carl Pavano, who had
compiled all of 45.2 innings in the previous two years combined, showed signs of
rust, to put it kindly, in his first outing of
the year, allowing nine earned runs in a
single inning before getting pulled. It goes
without saying that he’ll have to be more
effective if he’s to be the team’s third starter.
The Indians will also need fourth starter

Anthony Reyes, a former top prospect in
the St. Louis Cardinals system who fell so
far as to be released last year, to remember
whatever it is he figured out in Cleveland at
the end of last season when he put together
a 1.83 ERA in six starts.
Luckily for the Indians, they should be
effective in close games thanks to their bullpen. The Rafaels — Perez and Betancourt
— could be one of the best middle reliever
tandems in the league, as they were two
years ago (and neither one did too poorly
last year, either), while Wood went 34-for-40
in save opportunities last season and can
simply dominate, as shown by his 84 strikeouts in 66 innings.
So what if Cleveland started out the year
poorly? Right now, the Toronto Blue Jays
and San Diego Padres are leading their
respective divisions, and it would be a major
surprise if either of them finished the year
higher than fourth. Yes the Indians may look
bad now, but they’ve still got 154 games left
to prove themselves.

WEEKLY MUMBO JUMBO
We always want to play well, but [coach Mike Daly] talks
about how three weeks from now is when we really need
to be at our peak. We realize that we can’t walk on water. We can’t just walk over all our opponents.

”

—D.J. Hessler
sophomore attackman, men’s lacrosse
April 5, 2009
The men’s lacrosse team dropped its first game of the season on April 4 at Trinity by a score of 11-9.
Facing Middlebury in their next conference competition — a battle for first place in the NESCAC —
the Jumbos again came up just short, falling 11-10. Still, as Hessler noted, what really matters is the
team’s performance in the final week of April and into May. The first round of the NESCAC tournament, in which Tufts last recorded a victory in 2006, will start on the 26th. Beyond that is the NCAA
Tournament, in which the Jumbos made their first and only appearance in 2007.

T

he Mets opened up their new digs
yesterday while the Yankees will hold
their home opener on Thursday. Citi
Field and the new Yankee Stadium are
state-of-the-art stadiums that will serve to
relieve the somewhat dilapidated Shea and
old Yankee Stadium. Nevertheless, even putting sentimentality aside, it’s kind of ridiculous
that these monstrosities were built.
The Yankees and Mets have boasted two of
the highest payrolls in the game for years, and
per Forbes they are the two of the three franchises that, along with the Red Sox, generate
the most revenue in baseball. So they’ve been
doing just fine with whatever dumps they play
in. But in their never-ending effort to make the
almighty buck, the teams turned to the city
to help the poor Steinbrenners and Wilpons
fund sweetheart deals for new ballparks.
The Yankees originally received around a
billion dollars in tax-free bonds before going
back to the city for another $370 million. This
is taxpayer money. Sure, a handful of new
permanent jobs were created (around two
dozen — many more were promised) and a lot
of temporary construction work was enabled,
but $1.4 billion? The dealings between the
Bronx and the Bombers were underhanded,
too. Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio)
cried corruption on the disparity in the
appraisals of land, as the $204-million figure
the city used, which was set by a city agency,
strongly differed from the $40-million estimate by an appraiser.
As a taxpayer, I feel that I own part of
these stadiums. I won’t say that I deserve free
admission, since that wouldn’t be realistic.
I understand that in addition to paying for
the stadium, I will also deal with raised ticket
prices. That’s all part of the deal that I implicitly agreed to upon my taking residence in
New York City in first grade. However, I will say
that when I do buy my own tickets, I ask for a
helmet of Dippin’ Dots on the house. Those
are delicious. That is all.
The new stadiums cost the city $500 million, and the city is giving both the Yankees
and Mets discounts of at least $500 million
over their 40-year leases. The Mets, though,
while not costing the city as much money as
the Yankees, do face other problems. Citibank
purchased the new stadium’s naming rights
for $20 million per year over 20 years. Before
the Mets could even break the tape on the
new ballpark, Citibank was bestowed $45 million in bailout funds. And Citibank’s not even
relinquishing its naming rights! That means
I’m paying for the naming rights to the field.
I would like it from now on to be called the
J-Breeze Thunderdome. That is all.
There’s an even worse problem going on in
Florida. I would never trash Larry Beinfest and
Jeffrey Loria’s business acumen. The Marlins
continually operate at a positive income
and understand how the revenue curve and
franchise appreciation and all that good stuff
work. Hey, Donald Sterling operates his franchise as a business, a money-making one, but
that doesn’t stop people from hating him.
Anyway, what the Marlins have done is
receive public financing for a stadium that
will cost the city $2 billion. Miami needs
a new stadium. The Marlins’ attendance
figures were embarrassing, and that’s not
simply a matter of them fielding an embarrassing team. The stadium was located in
the middle of nowhere. But that’s no reason
to have the city pay for your mistake. So the
Marlins have done what the Nationals and
Yankees and Mets have all done in recent
years, except they’ve taken it to an extreme.
The city will finance three-fourths of construction, which should be completed by
2012, while the Marlins will keep all stadium revenues. And all this is happening
with the economic crisis in the forefront of
our minds.
Again, I don’t blame the teams. The Yankees,
Mets and Marlins are within their rights to
ask for every penny they can get from their
respective cities. But whoever’s running these
joints — Bloomberg in New York or Flo Rida
in Florida, I don’t know — whoever it is that’s
allowing this excessive spending to happen
under their nose while every city in America is
swirling in financial turmoil is being irresponsible. I just think attention must be paid.
Jeremy Greenhouse is a sophomore majoring in English. He can be reached at Jeremy.
Greenhouse@tufts.edu.
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Women’s Tennis

Tufts mounts challenge, falls
short against No. 1 Williams
by Sapna

Bansil

Daily Editorial Board

The women’s tennis team
might have come out of its
matchups with Amherst and
WOMEN’S TENNIS (6-3, 4-2 NESCAC)
Williamstown, Mass., Saturday
Tufts		
Williams

3
6

Williams last week with losses,
but one thing is clear: The gap
between the Jumbos and two
of the elite programs in the
country isn’t all that wide.
That fact was on display Saturday afternoon in
Williamstown, Mass., when
the nationally ranked No. 14
Jumbos battled the No. 1 Ephs
to a narrow 6-3 setback and
fell to 4-2 in NESCAC play on
the season. In a contest that
was closer than the final score
indicated, Williams needed
slim victories at first doubles
and fifth singles to help tip the
final score in its favor.
“I was very proud of how
our team played,” coach Kate
Bayard said. “We saw Williams
win the championship last
year, and we respect them a
lot as a team. Our whole team
played with a new level of composure and spirit on Saturday.
I know we’ll make great gains

out of both of these losses.”
A highly-anticipated matchup atop the doubles lineup was
as closely contested as advertised, with Williams’ duo of
senior co-captain Cary Gibson
and sophomore Nikki Reich
edging Tufts’ tandem of sophomore Julia Browne and junior
captain Meghan McCooey,
8-6. In a contest featuring the
top two ranked teams in the
Northeast region, Gibson and
Reich improved to 2-0 lifetime
against the Jumbos’ top pairing, which lost for the first
time in eight career dualmatch appearances.
“I think it was a good match
overall, but we were just a little
bit more hesitant,” McCooey
said. “We let a couple games
get away, and that was enough
to just give them the win. You
just have to be on every single
shot and every point against a
team like that. They were just
a little bit better than us that
day.”
The win sent Williams into
singles play with a 2-1 lead.
But both McCooey and Browne
rebounded in impressive fashion, taking down the secondand third-ranked players in
the nation, respectively, to
net the Jumbos their final two
victories of the afternoon. At
see WOMEN’S TENNIS, page 14
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Junior tri-captain Daniel Landers, shown here against Hamilton on April 5, and sophomore doubles partner
Paul Kohnstamm fell to both Vassar and Williams over the weekend.

Jumbos clip Violets 7-2 but fall to
NESCAC foe Williams over weekend
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For the third weekend in a row,
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tennis team saw mixed results,
recording both a win over nonconference foe Vassar and a loss
to NESCAC rival Williams.
This time, however, the Jumbo
squad walked tall in Saturday’s
match at home against the nationally ranked No. 5 Ephs, a team
that has closed the year among
the top 10 since the 2000 season.
Tufts fell 7-2, but the result was an
improvement, as the Ephs have
traditionally taken these matches
by larger margins of victory. This
year, close matches in doubles
and singles as well as momentum
built off Friday’s nixing of Vassar

all contributed to the Jumbos’
competitiveness.
“Overall, I’m not disappointed
with our match against Williams,”
junior tri-captain Dan Landers
said. “Last year, we lost to them
9-0, and they’re always a very
good team, and this year we were
close to beating them in some of
the matches that we lost, so the
match could’ve been somewhat
closer.”
From the onset, the No. 1 doubles team of freshman Kai Victoria
and sophomore Jake Fountain set
see MEN’S TENNIS, page 12
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Field events, freshmen lead the
Tufts performs well but fails
way at Northeastern Invitational to meet any qualifying marks
by
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Freshman Nakeisha Jones, shown here competing in the triple jump at Indoor Nationals
in March, qualified provisionally this Saturday for the outdoor NCAA meet in the event.
Saturday was Jones’ first time competing in the triple jump outdoors this season.
by
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In her first time competing in the
triple jump during the indoor season,
freshman Nakeisha Jones of the women’s track and field team qualified provisionally for Nationals. At the Bernard
Solomon Invitational in Dedham, Mass.
on Thursday, Jones showed that the
outdoor season was no different.
Jones, who placed fourth at Nationals
in the triple jump for the indoor season, won the event with a jump of
37’5 1/4”, 15 inches further than any
of her competitors. The distance also
surpassed the NCAA provisional mark

for the event.
Jones’ was one of many strong showings in the field events, as Tufts placed
at least one person in the top three in
all events except the javelin and the
hammer throw. As the squad looks to
beat out Williams for a NESCAC championship later in the outdoor season,
success in the field is just as crucial as
on the track.
“Williams has really strong distance
and mid-distance runners, so if we
can hit them pretty hard in the field
events, it will only help us,” sophomore
Stephanie McNamara said. We’re looksee WOMEN’S TRACK, page 12

In most sports, wins and losses determine
whether a given team makes the playoffs. In
men’s track, that’s not the case; you can win
all the races or dual meets you want, but if
you don’t meet the qualifying standards for
the postseason, you’re not going anywhere.
Tufts managed to have a solid day
under poor weather conditions at the
unscored Solomon Invitational hosted by
Northeastern University, taking first in six
of the 20 events at the meet. But as with any
track meet at this point in the season, the
Jumbos were less focused on placement
and more concerned with achieving qualifying times for NESCACs and NCAAs, which
they failed to meet across the board.
“We’re only a couple weeks away from
the NESCAC Championship meet, so our
goal was to get some more qualifying times
for some individuals and improve on performances,” senior quad-captain Colin
Fitzgerald said.
“We were trying to do the same thing
we always try to do in pre-championship
meets,” senior quad-captain James Bradley
added. “We’re all just trying to get good
qualifying marks for those meets and trying
to continue our training.”
Junior Jesse Faller led the way for the
Jumbos, taking first among 12 competitors
in the 5,000-meter run, an event in which he
earned All-American status during the winter season but had not competed in since.
His time of 15:16.52 seconds, while far from
his indoor All-American mark of 14:35.46,
was just less than eight seconds ahead of the
next closest finisher.
“I’m running the 5k next weekend at
Princeton, and that is more of a 100 percent
race effort, so this weekend was more of a
warm-up for next,” Faller said. “My goal was
to run the first mile in about five minutes

and then every mile after that faster, so it
was a relatively easy run.
“It felt pretty good,” he continued. “I ran
most of the race in front; for about the first
six laps, I was pacing the pack, and then I
surged with about six laps to go and ran
the last mile and a half by myself. It felt
good to win.”
Bradley won the high jump with a height
of 6’6’’ against a relatively weak field — there
were only five competitors, and three of
them failed to register a single jump.
“I was pretty happy with it,” Bradley said.
“Not so much the win — it was down pouring and freezing and windy, but I thought I
did a pretty good job in the weather. It was
good to get an outdoor jump in the cold, so
you get used to it.”
Senior quad-captain Skip Pagel also
took first among a five-man field in the
400-meter hurdles, winning with a time
of 58.58 seconds, while sophomore Sam
Read and junior Jared Engelking continued the trend of success against less-thanstellar competition, tying for the best mark
in a field of seven with a height of 13’3’’ in
the pole vault.
Meanwhile, sophomores Andrew Bellet
and Sam Hutchinson took first and second, respectively, in the 10,000-meter run,
though that accomplishment was somewhat sullied by the fact that the event featured only three total participants, with the
runner that came in third finishing over two
minutes behind Hutchinson.
The final first-place finish for Tufts came
in the 4x100-meter relay, in which the
Jumbos beat out Bridgewater State, the only
other relay squad.
Tufts also saw relatively strong performances from its sprinters, as sophomore
James Wheeler and Fitzgerald took second
and third in the 100-meter dash. Despite
see MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD, page 13

