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AUTHORS OF AIRLTNE SMOKING BAN KDOK OFF RENOVAL DRIVE 

WASH1NC;TON - -  The authors of tHe fedoral smoking ban on short-haul 
a i r l ine  f l i g h t s  to&y kiclud off thei r  l u g ~ s l k t i v e  c q a i g n  t o  permanently 
extend tha ban, c f t h g  '8olid evidracea of the l w l s  public support and 
effectiveness. 

Raps. Richard J .  Durbin (D-111.) .rd O.W. B i l l  Youq (B-Fla.), 
ca~au thors  af the a i r l i r u  rwking baa enacted by Congress i n  L987, said 
experience shows the law has ros lud e x t r w l f  walk and Ls overuhrlningly 
endorsed by che flying publlic - -  evm by a majority of a i r l ine  passengers 
wha smko. The smoking ban expfras i n  199Qunlers  ramwad Yy Congress. 

whro years ago, tlu tobaaco indwtq was predicting rebellion and 
&olenee i n  the a in  because of t h t r  law. It's na surprise thoyobe been 
proven n o n g  agrin,  u t h q  ham so many tlmas Ikfore,' Durbiq .ndYoung 
said i n  a jo in t  statement. 'Even mast smobrs rmalize th i s  1l.w h u  helped 
L.pr0-m the heallth and safety of rverlyonr who f l i e s .  Todhy we are  kicking 
off the d r i v e  i n  Congress t o  p e m m n t l y  c l e l n q  the a i r  i n  airplanes: 

The two l a v ~ . k a r s  spoko a t  I press aonfaranee held to&y by the 
Amarilcu! Association of Raspiratory Care ( M R C ) ,  which released a new 
national s w e y  &at shown 841 of a11 a inl~ina t r a w l e r s  approvr of the 
current smoking baa on airplanes. Ihe MBC survry allro found tha t  more 
than 58% of smoking passengers epprow of the ban - -  a h r t  double thei r  
support fo r  smoke~frea f l igh t s  since th. l a a t  MRC survey i n  1987. 

Also appearing a t  che press conference w u  ur o f f i c i a l  of the 
Association of Flilght Attendants (AFA), vho c i t ed  Federal Aviation 
h i n i a t r a t i o n  reports of only 113 ' e fa rcuc ln t  actionsw t h n  W r  the 
smoking bun i n  the year since tha law w u  passed, out of roughly 435 
a i l l i o n  a i r l i n e  pusengerr.  - 

"These findings s h w  tha t  the h r f c l n  f ly ing public not only 1- 
accepted th i s  smoking ban, they haw wlcomadl it." DurbLn and Young said. 
'We cannot ellow the tobacea indrutry t o  force a aeturn to  the smoky 
skies. 

The a i r l i n e  smoking bur took e f fec t  on Apnil 23, 1988, and i s  
soheduled to  expfire in  1990unlbsa extended by Con~ness. Durbin and Young 
have co-sponsored lsgis la t ion i n  the 10bst Cllngrsss (HR 106) that would 
p e r m n a n t l ~  aenaw the existing smoking ban on two-hour f l igh t s .  Th4 
measure has 115 co-sponsors i n  t h e  Home, and w i l l 1  be tHe subject ad a 
publlic hearing June 22 before the House Publta Work md Transportation 
Subcommittar on Aviation. 

The hrrbinfloung ban on a i r l ixu smoking represents the f i r s t  tila 
Congress h a  ever nestricted the actual use of tobacco for  public health 
reasons, as opposed t o  its advertising or Labelling. Ilt was enacted with Q) 
ahe support of the n a t i o n : ~  airlline f l igh t  attendant unions and numerous 4 
health ~ r o u p s ,  despite strong opposttion from the tobacco lobby. b, 

Ib; 
A ban an a i r l ine  smoking was strongly recomendhd for heal& r c a s o n m ( ~  

Eon the National Academy of Sciences in 1986, about the same time that a 0  
report by the U.S. Surgeon Canera1 documented the health tHreats p o s e d t o m  
non-smuMers by "second-hand' a r  'pussiva' smoke i n  enolosed areas. 
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