E ' s

i

7\ ‘/,/ \ /L a
( .

Experimental \
College

Q Fall 1075

.'\\\

T




EXPERIMENTAL
COLLEGE

TUFTS UNIVERSITY
BULLETIN NUMBER 26
FALL 1975




TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Experimental College

Experimental College Board
Enrollment and Registration

Grading and Workloads
Freshman Explorations
Colloquia

Quidnuncs

Program of Courses

LN |

10
12

13
14

17



The Experimental College has come a long way
since Its inception in ‘1964, ' Its stated pur-
pose at that time was to test and evaluate new
ideas in curriculum, teaching methods and
course administration within the traditional
framework of the University. Successful exper-
iments would, hopefully, find their way into
the regular curriculum. During its first year,
three courses, taught by Tufts faculty members,
were offered to an enrollment of 19 students.
The Experimental College has increased in size
over the years so that approximately 120 cour-
ses a year are offered to nearly 1600 students.
And the non-credit Colloquia program enrolls

an additional 400 people.

However, physical growth has been only one as-
pect of the changes which have taken place.
Many Experimental College programs are now

part of Tufts University. Courses in Compara-
tive Literature, photography, education, poli-
tical science, independent study and scientific
research have been adopted by the University as
part of the regular curriculum. Freshman sem-
inars are being offered in some departments.
Student-led courses have been a successful and
continuing program and are also offered by some
departments. The Combined Degree program is a
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permanent part of the Graduate School. The
Dance Program, which grew and flourished in

the Experimental College, is now a part of the
Women's Physical Education Department. Current
projects include community-oriented programs in
the fields of urban studies, education and soc-
ial relations. Our own students are success-
fully teaching in high school Open Campus pro-
grams. In the Fall of 1972, we instituted
Freshman Explorations, a program for entering
freshmen described elsewhere in the Bulletin.
We are continuing with the successful program
of Colloquia, non-credit courses, which were
started three years ago. Starting this fall

we are introducing a new program, Quidnuncs,
described on page 14.

Along with the growth in programs, student par-
ticipation in Experimental College activities
has increased. The Experimental College Board,
the governing body of the College, was expanded
in 1966 to include four voting student members
in addition to the original five faculty mem-
bers. And with the 1973 charter renewal, a
fifth student has been added to the Board a-
long with the Coordinators and the Experimen-
tal College Secretary. The role of instructor
has been extended to students and visiting lec-
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and five student members, elected for one-year
terms. The two coordinators and the secretary
are also members of the Board. The Board has
the primary responsibility for setting the
standards of the Experimental College and for
introducing and implementing new programs and
ideas.

Applications for membership on the 1976-1977
Board will be available after February 15, 1976
in the Experimental College Office. They
should be submitted to the Experimental College
no later than Mareb 12§21976;

Robyn Gittleman, Program Coordinator
Margaret Ritchie, Administrative Coordinator

Cheryl Murphy

Student-Led Seminar Committee:
Susan Resnick, J'76






GRADING AND
WORKLOADS

10

After the first rush is over, registration will
continue through Friday, September 12, 1975 at
Brown House.

Courses led by undergraduates are offered on a
Pass/Fail basis. All other courses are offered
either on a letter grade or Pass/Fail basis at
the discretion of the instructor. Students
should check with instructors before turning in
class entry cards. Most Experimental College
instructors will not give Incompletes. Since
the majority of the instructors are only pre-
sent and available for a single semester, they
cannot undertake to certify or grade work com-
pleted at a later date.

Work loads in the Experimental College are gen-
erally equivalent to those in regular Universi-
ty courses. It is particularly important that
students in Experimental College courses attend
class regularly and participate actively as
well. Course structure and evaluation methods
will vary considerably from one class to ano-
ther.
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guaranteed consideration for the Spring term.

This program is designed to help entering
freshmen achieve a synthesis between their
personal lives, their academic work, and their
social integration at Tufts. Many entering
students find that their classes are too large
to allow individual participation, that they
have little contact with their professors out-
side of tclass, and that it is difficult to de-
velop close relationships with other students
at Tufts.

During the fall semester, the Freshman Explora-
tions Program brings together small groups of
freshmen with teams of faculty and upperclass
students in a shared effort to answer those
needs. The work of each group focuses around
a common theme or problem which both students
and faculty participants are encouraged to ex-
plore from the perspective of their own 1lives.

Some of the Explorations offered this fall are

"Humanities in Urbanization,' '"Comics and Soci-
ety,'" '"Black Genesis,'" '"Bicentennial,'" '"Men and
Women: A Variety of Views,'" "Innervisions:











































































































































