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drilling projects
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Lee Coffin to leave Tufts after 13 years
as Dean of Undergraduate Admissions
by Joe Walsh

Assistant News Editor

Dean of Undergraduate Admissions
Lee Coffin will leave his position of 13
years to become the new Vice Provost for
Enrollment and Dean of Admissions and
Financial Aid at Dartmouth College on
July 1. His successor will be chosen before
Coffin officially leaves Tufts.
Coffin’s transition was announced in a
Feb. 4 statement to the Tufts community,
written by Dean of the School of Arts and
Sciences James Glaser and Dean of the
School of Engineering Jianmin Qu.
“We know that we speak for our
entire community when we say that Lee
has made an indelible mark on Tufts,”
the statement read. “The impact of his
work can be felt far beyond his office in
Bendetson Hall where he has led and nurtured a professional team of admissions
officers for the past 13 years.”
Glaser said that during Coffin’s tenure at
Tufts, there have been vast improvements
to the transparency of its admissions process and student financial accessibility to
Tufts, among other things.
According to Glaser, he and Qu will
assemble a search committee to find the
next Dean of Undergraduate Admissions,
who will either be a candidate from Tufts
or an outside hire. In the statement, Glaser
added that before he leaves, Coffin will
establish the infrastructure needed to
incorporate the admissions process of the
School of the Museum of Fine Arts (SMFA)
into the Tufts process, in light of Tufts’
pending acquisition of the SMFA.

“I didn’t go to Tufts, but
over the 13 years I feel very
much like I’m a Jumbo. ”

by Will Kenneally
Staff Writer

Coffin said that one of his most important goals at Tufts was to make the application process more transparent to appli-

Members of the Tufts Sustainability
Collective (TSC) met last night to discuss first steps on several campaigns the
group is spearheading this semester. The
umbrella-organization, which is comprised of sustainability-focused student
groups including Tufts Climate Action,
Tom Thumb’s Student Garden and Food
for Thought, is focusing on improving the
sustainability of dining options on campus.
The group laid out its agenda Tuesday
night last week with the hope of addressing
the wasteful practices of take-out options
on campus including Hodgdon Grab and
Go, the Pax et Lox Kosher Deli and The
Commons Marketplace. In an attempt to
decrease the amount of waste generated by take-out containers at these dining
facilities, TSC is proposing the implementation of a system involving reusable containers, TSC co-directors Mary-Paule (MP)
Monks and Izzy Fontein explained.
First-year Fontein said this system was inspired by the University of
Vermont’s Eco-Ware program, which
involves a one-time purchase of a re-usable container. She explained that through
a similar program TSC hopes to implement at Tufts, customers would return
their dirty containers to the food providers
in exchange for a token that they would
keep until they need clean containers
upon their next purchases.
“A lot of other schools have actually
instituted a similar program,” Monks,
a first-year, said. “We [also] figured this
would save [Hodgdon] money.”
Fontein said that members of the group
have discussed this initiative with the
Office of Sustainability, which has previously tried to work with Dining Services to
implement a similar program but has not
yet been successful in doing so.
Along with envisioning a container-return culture, TSC is also looking to decrease
the amount of waste that comes from the
water bottles sold at Pax et Lox and The
Commons Marketplace. The Commons is

see LEE COFFIN, page 2

see SUSTAINABILITY, page 3

SOFIE HECHT AND EVAN SAYLES / THE TUFTS DAILY

Commitment
and Data”

to “Voice

According to the Feb. 4 statement, under
Coffin’s leadership, Tufts rose to become
the 15th most selective school in the
nation. However, Coffin said he prefers to
define the success of his office not from the
metric of selectivity but from more qualitative methods of evaluation, such as whether
professors feel that their classroom experience has enhanced over the years.
“It’s possible to both create a community that has a high degree of intellectual
engagement [and] stay true to our core
values,” he said. “What’s for me been very
satisfying is that those numbers have paralleled that more qualitative goal.”
Glaser said that both the size and the
quality of the university’s applicant pool
have increased because of Coffin’s strategic thinking.
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“We’ve always had fantastic students, but [Coffin] really has increased
the size of the extraordinary students
on campus, not just in terms of their
intellectual prowess but in terms of
many other talents and qualities,”
Glaser said.
Jeffrey Taliaferro, associate professor
of political science and co-chair of the
Undergraduate Admissions and Financial
Aid Committee, said that creating a more
intellectual community has been a longstanding goal for Tufts.
“[When Coffin was hired, Former
University President] Larry Bacow told
him quite explicitly: ‘I want you to recruit
and admit more intellectual students,’
and we have certainly seen that over the
years,” Taliaferro said.
Many administrators and students have
said that part of Coffin’s success is from his
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understanding of young people in general
and of the Tufts community in particular.
“This is a job that requires somebody
who has their fingers on the pulse of young
people and how they’re thinking and what
they care about and how to appeal to them,
and he has that,” Glaser said.
Sophomore Melissa Adler said that she
also thinks that Coffin’s personality reflects
that of the student body.
“Hopefully [his successor will be] somebody who understands Tufts people and
is able to accurately describe the campus
vibe like he did,” Adler said.
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Coffin leaves legacy of increased selectivity, transparency
LEE COFFIN

continued from page 1
cants. This open approach is unique among
colleges and universities, he said.
“Over the years, we’ve worked really
hard to be admission officers as well as
counselors broadly…to try to help make
college admissions less opaque and more
user-friendly,” Coffin said.
Admissions Officer Kim Kembel said
Coffin’s distinctive method of transparency
has allowed Tufts to reach a larger audience
of students.
“He encourages staff and students to
blog, and even just the admissions website
in general is accessible, relatable, [and]
both counselors and students feel connected to us,” Kembel said.
Coffin explained that the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions’ more
open communication with high schools
and its large online presence have made
Tufts more attractive to students living
across the country and abroad. He said
that sharing more information about
the admissions process allows prospective students to produce more effective
applications.
“My ability to read your file and make
a decision is only going to be enhanced by
your ability to tell your story,” Coffin said.
“It’s kind of symbiotic.”
Assistant Director of Admissions Yulia
Korovikov explained that this transparency
is a large part of why Coffin is well-respected throughout the college admissions field—a domain she said is normally
thought of as shrouded in secrecy.
“What I’d really like to see in our next
dean is somebody who has a similar
respect for opening the door,” Korovikov
said. “[Coffin] has really shown that the
work that we do is not random.”
University
President
Anthony
Monaco echoed this sentiment, saying that
Coffin was always cognizant of the implications
of the work done within his office.
“[Coffin] never lost sight of the people
behind [the] numbers or Tufts’ essential
values,” Monaco told the Daily in an email.
“He often spoke about the need to lift the
curtain that cloaked college admissions.”
Glaser said that Coffin has also had great
success leading and mentoring his staff.
According to Coffin, four of his former staff
members are now deans of admission at
other universities. Members of his admissions office have nicknamed Coffin “the
dean-maker,” Korovikov said.
Additionally, Coffin established a unique
and diverse admissions staff, according to
Kembel and Korovikov.
“He’s not just looking for [admissions
officers] who are going to agree with
him,” Korovikov said. “He’s looking for
people who are going to push him and
challenge him.”

budget. Glaser said that Tufts has responded to Coffin’s call for more aid.
“The university has committed evermore resources to financial aid in part
because we knew that, in Dean Coffin’s
hands, if he has the right resources, we
should be able to improve the quality of
our students,” Glaser said.
In particular, Coffin has overseen
changes to Tufts’ admissions policy for
undocumented students. According to
an April 13, 2015 Daily article, the admissions office now admits students with
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) status and treats them like all
other U.S. residents.
However, students say Tufts still has a
long way to go in terms of making Tufts a
more diverse and affordable community.
Last semester, about 200 students
marched with #TheThreePercent movement to demand that Tufts increase the
number of Black students on campus and
increase its financial support of Black students, among other demands. According
to the 2013 Diversity Report, the numbers of American Indian or Alaska Native,
Black or African American and Hispanic
students on campus have decreased
since 2003.
Despite Coffin’s commitment to admitting a diverse range of students, he said he
is limited by Tufts’ financial aid resources.
“As fast as they raise the resources, I will
happily spend them,” Coffin said. “Will is
not the issue. You can’t spend what you
don’t have.”
Glaser said that while Tufts is proud to
meet all demonstrated need for admitted
students, it does not have the resources to return to following a need-blind
admissions policy. Tufts previously maintained a need-blind policy for two years
before returning to the current system in
2009, as the Daily reported in an April 2,
2009 article.
Taliaferro explained that Tufts was
able to offer need-blind admissions for
two years back then because of a onetime gift that was designated for immediate use, but since then, the university
has been forced to consider some applicants’ financial need during the admissions process.
“Every year, in March and April, these
tough decisions have to be made, and it
pains [Coffin],” Taliaferro said. “But that’s
unfortunately the world in which we live.”
Coffin said Tufts’ policy of extending full
financial aid offers to all accepted students
is ultimately more important than a needblind policy.
“If someone said to…pick which one
is more sacrosanct, there’s no question,” Coffin said. “You can shape a

class with a need-sensitive lens without
abandoning your priorities. You just
have to make choices.”

New Challenges at Dartmouth
Coffin explained that he was first
recruited by Dartmouth last fall, and
he received a formal job offer several
weeks ago. He said he senses that an
exciting new challenge awaits him there
and that he is excited to build a narrative for their school.
“It reinvigorates me to learn a new story,
to look under the hood again,” Coffin said.
“I’m eager to learn [Dartmouth’s] story and
tell it, to garner the resources to help the
campus meet its goals.”
Coffin said it is healthy to bring in new
people to fill administrative positions like
the one he currently holds at Tufts from
time to time. Nevertheless, he said he will
miss the Tufts community immensely.
“I didn’t go to Tufts, but over the 13 years
I feel very much like I’m a Jumbo,” Coffin
said, with a tear in his eye. “I will leave at
the end of the semester with this indelible
connection to this place.”
Coffin joked about the emotion that he
felt while speaking about his time at Tufts,
calling himself the “John Boehner of college admissions.”
Glaser said that he and Coffin entered
the Tufts administration on the same
day and that he will miss Coffin’s insight
and humor.
“I’m proud to be associated with him,
and I think he’s ready for the next challenge,” Glaser said. “[The next Dean of
Admissions] will be coming trying to fill
very big shoes.”
Kembel said the admissions staff
found out that Coffin was leaving the
same week that the university made the
formal announcement. She said the staff
was shocked and somewhat devastated at first.
“[Coffin] is a master—he’s able to keep a
lot of the Tufts vision in mind as he’s building the class with so many moving parts,”
Kembel said.
First-year Gillian Davis feels that Coffin
is responsible for the strength of the Tufts
community.
“He’s like this mythical figure that you
always knew was different from other college admissions officers, and he [is] downto-earth and funny,” Davis said.
Taliaferro is similarly thankful for
Coffin’s work, and said that Tufts has undeniably risen in intellectual tenor since
Coffin arrived.
“All of us…owe Lee Coffin a tremendous
‘thank you’ for the hard work that he has
done,” Taliaferro said. “We are a much better community for his hard work.”

Working to Increase Access
Coffin was the first person in his
family to graduate from college, and he
believes that his background is inseparable from his career in admissions. Every
institution for which he has worked,
including Tufts, has been committed to
providing a transformative experience
for students, he said.
“I start with that because it’s in my DNA
as a person, and…as an admission officer,
what drew me to Tufts initially was the
very egalitarian mission of the institution,”
Coffin said.
The Tufts statement about Coffin’s
departure also described Coffin as a persistent and powerful advocate for increasing financial aid. Coffin said he continually
lobbies administrators to expand the aid

EVAN SAYLES / THE TUFTS DAILY

Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Lee Coffin poses for a portrait on Friday, Feb. 12.
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Tufts Sustainability Collective to focus on sustainability of campus dining options
SUSTAINABILITY

continued from page 1
a special area of interest because of the
lack of recycling options during Late Night
Dining hours, Monks said. Some of the
solutions discussed at last week’s TSC
meeting include integrating a water station
in the area and switching water distribution from water bottles to cups.
“This would be something we would
have to work on through the entire semester,” Monks said. “It’s a complicated process, but I think it’s a good goal.”
Fontein said that another key area
of focus for the group is coordinating
Earth Week, a program that is planned
around Earth Day on April 22, and leads
up to an EarthFest celebration featuring

performances, information booths and
the signing of a sustainability pledge. She
said that TSC hopes to involve non-sustainability focused groups from within the
university and the larger community in
EarthFest.
Another idea discussed at last week’s
meeting is an initiative to certify professors as “green teachers,” which would
involve assigning ratings to professors
based on their dedication to sustainability,
determined by factors such as how often
the professor requires papers to be submitted hard-copy rather than electronically, Fontein said.
By promoting these events and ideas,
TSC hopes to engage and excite a broader
student body, Monks said.

MARIA FERRAZ / THE TUFTS DAILY

MP Monks hears opinions during a Tufts Sustainability Collective meeting on Feb. 9.
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Call for Papers!
WOMEN’S, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES

Beyond the Classroom

Student Forum for Research on Women, Gender, and Sexuality
on
Friday, April 8, 2016

Open to all students
To download application, please visit: http://ase.tufts.edu/wgss/newsevents/beyond.htm

Please consider submitting your work! We welcome submissions of any length.

Submission Deadline: Friday, February 26, 2016
The forum is an opportunity for students to share their work on women, gender, and/or
sexuality with the wider Tufts community. Undergraduate and graduate students from a
range of majors present abstracts of research papers or creative projects done in classes
or independent studies during the previous year. Students present for 5-7 minutes each.
**Applications should be submitted to the WGSS office at 111 Eaton Hall or by email to
wgss@tufts.edu by the deadline: Friday, February 26, 2016**
The Beyond the Classroom Student Forum for Research on Women, Gender, and Sexuality
across the Disciplines will be held on: Friday, April 8, 2016.

Call for Papers! Call for Papers!
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The 31st Norris and Margery Bendetson EPIIC International Symposium

Opening Presentation

European and Global
Challenges:
How “Perfect” is the “Storm”
An Address by the
European Union Ambassador
to the United Nations

1/2

TODAY, Wednesday, February 17, Cabot 206, 12:00pm

Ambassador João Vale
de Almeida
Ambassador, Head of the Delegation of the European
Union to the United Nations in New York; previously
served as the first EU Ambassador to the United States
of America, from 2010 to 2014
For more information on this talk and the symposium:
tuftsgloballeadership.org and 617 627 3314
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Transportation
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Tufts Civil and Environmental Engineering Professor Grant Garven works with a local drilling company to construct an observation well on
Fletcher field on Feb. 10.

Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences explores
ground below Tufts

by Sidd Divakaruni
Contributing Writer

It’s probably accurate to say that
most Jumbos don’t really think about
the ground beneath their feet, unless
they’re cursing the Hill as they trek
from South to Mail Services. The
Department of Earth and Ocean
Sciences (EOS), however, is trying to
change that.
EOS Professor Grant Garven is leading students to the world below Tufts in
well-drilling projects around campus
as part of his course Field Methods
in Hydrogeology (EOS 133). The
EOS department is hoping to discover more about the earth underneath Tufts and use that knowledge to
solve a wide array of issues on campus,
according to Garven.
Two weeks ago, the EOS 133 class
drilled a 150-foot well outside of Lane
Hall, one of many dug by Dr. Garven and
his team during the spring semester. To
study the foundation of the Medford/
Somerville campus, his team surveys
and selects an area before drilling
down and sampling material from the
site. Afterward, they observe and test
the rocks and water, examining the
composition, pressure and temperature. From there, they can determine
the bedrock composition and its age,
Garven said.
Garven explained that this 150-foot
well and the course as a whole provides
students with situations they would
encounter in their careers as professional geologists.
“I’m trying to expose the students to
the practical field methods we [hydrogeologists] use,” he said.
The knowledge acquired from
these drillings also offers data and
information about the Tufts campus
and the Boston Basin, according to
Garven. Practically speaking, Garven
noted that the EOS department’s work
can also be useful to groups and ser-

vices on campus, such as facilities and
groundskeeping.
That shared work inspires a certain
level of cooperation between facilities,
groundskeeping and the EOS department.
For example, Grounds Supervisor John Vik
has been heavily involved with Garven’s
hydrogeology projects. Vik, who is retiring from the Tufts Facilities Department
in early March after 36 years, described
the relationship between his work and
that of Garven’s team.
“[Garven] needs logistical support—
he needs permission, he needs place to
stage his equipment and he needs to
notify operations of what he’s doing so
we can thoroughly evaluate it as to how
it will impact the campus,” Vik said.
Vik’s team provides Garven with
support and oversight, but Vik also
noted that he has an interest in geology himself. Since his department
started authorizing and overseeing
Garven’s projects five years ago, both
departments have benefited from the
partnership.
Vik explains that Zimman Field
behind the Aidekman Arts Center is
a prime example of how both departments collaborate. Garven approached
Vik about the field’s 30-year-old
defunct irrigation system and, after
permission to test, determined that
installation of a new well to irrigate
the field was possible. Afterwards, Vik
said, this was counted as a huge gain
for sustainability at Tufts.
“Professor Garven has had a tremendous impact on sustainability on
this campus and in our department in
particular,” Vik said.
According to Vik, a current operations-related sustainability project
between his and Garven’s departments
involves a well outside Lane Hall, adjacent to the previously-mentioned 150-foot
well. This collaborative well is the starting
point for a project that creates a heating/
cooling system for the building. Garven
himself is grateful for the improvements

in sustainability at Tufts over the years,
and aims to propel it further.
According to Garven, the drilling
projects will continue throughout the
rest of the semester and subsequently in
future semesters. The most recent project is a drilling site on Fletcher Field at
the corner of Professors Row and Curtis
Street. The team is still taking measurements, so they do not know how deep
this well will be. Nevertheless, both
Garven and Vik said their departments
are excited to see what the future holds
for well drilling projects and their positive effects on the community.
As a whole, geological sciences as a field
of study are often ignored by potential
students, according to Shoshana Weiner,
a senior majoring in geological sciences and French. Weiner also described
her passion for geology and fieldwork.
Instead of Garven’s “Field Hydrogeology,”
Weiner took a course on “Groundwater
Hydrology” this past semester, in which
drilling was also involved.
“[The fieldwork project] is not only
cool because we get to apply what we
learn in class…but also because all of the
data we collected, and all the analyses
we did through that project are really
helpful in understanding the geology of
Tufts and Medford/Somerville community,” she said.
Weiner added that the fieldwork has
helped her with her class problem sets
and in learning to appreciate geology.
Furthermore, it has also helped her gain
hands-on experience that will be useful
after graduation. Partly due to her fieldwork courses, Weiner reported a particular interest in museum, aquarium and
general geological sciences education
and wants to help implement geology
education in classrooms.
“Geology is around us,” Weiner said.
“You have to go outside and see it for yourself in order to understand everything, so
the hands-on experience is very crucial to
connecting material you learn in the classroom to what it actually means.”

hen it comes to transportation
infrastructure, Massachusetts–
and in particular, the Boston
region—is far from progressive.
Yes, the T is underfunded, perhaps partly
because of a persistent stigma against public transportation in America and its connection with race, class and suburbanization. And
yes, the T operates America’s oldest public
transportation network, and newer systems
do not have as many maintenance issues.
But surely the T could also manage its
finances better. Unfortunately, there is a
lack of a profit motive for public authorities, and the T’s bureaucracy is not properly
incentivized to perform more effectively and
efficiently for the 21st century. Due to this,
akin to other public authorities, they lack the
expertise necessary to reform themselves.
They lack a narrative. Can it even be trusted
with more of the public’s money, when customers lose faith in arriving on time, resorting to their vehicles and resulting in more
clogged roads?
As a public authority, the T is risk-averse,
and it has no will to innovate (especially
in terms of transportation finance and real
estate development), while it is hard for it
to coordinate with private partners. While
our Joey certainly has scheduling problems
too, the problems facing the T cannot be
solved merely by providing more funds to the
authority or by raising fares.
While these measures will certainly help,
larger structural problems must not be
ignored. Radical change is necessary, but
there is no will to do it, partly because most
people do not understand the core problems
facing the authority and partly because people don’t want to pay for improvements. In
the city of Boston, only 33 percent commute
with the T, so the majority don’t know how
bad it can be during rush hour or during
blizzards.
Streamlining all transportation agencies
(except for Massport) into a single MassDOT
in 2009 was a significant step towards greater efficiency, but politics get in the way of
most long-term planning. In the New York
region, which has many more authorities,
and three states to coordinate, more still
arguably seems to get done while Boston and
its increasing population is left to increasingly congested and delayed roads and
rails. (Though the T does have cell service
and countdown clocks, while the 24/7 NYC
subway continues to work on implementing these services in all 469 stations).
I know that it is a feat to move so much
complex machinery every single day and
that Boston’s existing infrastructure is crumbling, so it’s hard to focus on the future.
But, if leaders don’t act, Boston will be left
behind with its early 20th century technology and serious institutional disconnects.
In fact, by 2020, without additional investment, the MBTA projects that its annual
operating deficit will more than double, to
$430 million.
Clearly, we need to find creative ways
to finance the renewal, enhancement and
expansion of our infrastructure. Because in
the end, in order to physically bridge the gap,
we’ll first bridge it socially, economically and
politically, transporting it into the 21st century.
Rayn Riel is a graduate student in the
Department of Urban and Environmental
Policy and Planning (UEP) . He can be
reached at Rayn.Riel@tufts.edu
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The 31st Norris and Margery Bendetson EPIIC International Symposium

CULTURAL EVENING

TONIGHT, Wednesday, February 17, 7:00pm, Cohen Auditorium
featuring

1/4

Poetry by Czeslaw Milosz

The reading of “Child of Europe,” a poem by Polish Poet Czeslaw Milosz, a life migrant who won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1980.
The “Child of Europe” is a satirical poem in which Milosz reflects deeply upon events of the world and the future of Europe.
Reading by Paulina Jedrzejowski, EPIIC Colloquium (A’19)

“Beethoven and the Future of Europe”
by

1/8
FULL
AD

George Mathew, Founder and Artistic Director of Music for Life International
and
John McDonald, Chair and Professor of Music, Tufts University

A piano performance of excerpts of Beethoven’s Egmont Overture
Professor McDonald will also play a tribute in memory of Professor Stanley Hoffmann: Excerpts from “9th Deep”, “Reasoned Voices”,
and a piece celebrating IGL Founding Director Sherman Teichman, “Let Me Wear the Day Well”

A Performance of Roma Music
by

Tomas Kaco, a pianist, vocalist, and composer of traditional and contemporary Roma music
he will be accompanied by Cajori Romani (solo) and Sukar Jakha (solo)

Photography
by

Ron Haviv, Photojournalist; Co-Founder, VII Photo Agency
Gary Knight, Photojournalist; Co-Founder, VII Photo Agency; Director,
Program for Narrative and Documentary Practice, Institute for Global Leadership, Tufts University
from the Bosnia War (Blood and Honey), Kosovo (Evidence) and the current European refugee crisis (Exodus)

A Performance of Ladino Music

1/2
by

Sarah Aroeste, Vocalist

Ladino music is the Judeo-Spanish dialect that originated by Spanish Jews after their expulsion from Spain in 1492. Those who left
Spain carried the medieval language with them. In time, Ladino came to absorb bits and pieces of languages all along the
Mediterranean coast, including some Greek, Turkish, Portuguese, French, Italian, Hebrew, and more.

A Performance of RAI Music
by

Anwar Maghreb, World Music Singer and Songwriter, originally from North Africa, Morocco
Raï is a popular music style that originated in Algeria in the 1930s, combining traditional Algerian folk music with Spanish, French, African and Arabic musical forms. Regional, secular, and religious drum patterns, melodies, and instruments were blended with Western
electric instrumentation. Raï music today incorporates hip hop, reggae, funk, blues and with North African beats and rhythms.
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ALBUM REVIEW

St. Lucia’s ‘Matter’ is unadulterated synthpop
by Cassidy Olsen

After Years:
Chapter Two

Assistant Arts Editor

If you visited any independent
coffee shops or juice bars in 2014,
you are undoubtedly acquainted with
“Elevate,” the infectious synthpop hit
from South African indie musician St.
Lucia. “Elevate” exemplifies the unique
sound on St. Lucia’s debut album “When
the Night” (2013): 80s synth, brass
backing, celebratory lyrics and tropical
rhythms all packaged into accessible
indie pop. Some of the album’s tracks
were slower and more experimental,
but on his latest LP, “Matter,” St. Lucia
— real name Jean-Philip Grobler — has
scrapped all that experimentation. The
new album, which was released Jan. 29
through Columbia Records, is a streamlined body of synthpop dance tracks.
Although it successfully pays tribute to
the 80s synth sound, “Matter” appears
to follow a well-worn pop formula,
sacrificing uniqueness and experimentation for danceability.
This danceable formula is apparent
from the album’s very first track, “Do
You Remember.” The song is a joyous,
synth-y sing-along, but it’s impossible
to ignore the similarities it shares with
singles from some of St. Lucia’s indie pop
contemporaries, like the Jack Antonofffronted act Bleachers and Scottish trio
CHVRCHES. Eighties synth is clearly
having a moment, if not an entire resur-

GABBOT VIA FLICKR

St. Lucia’s new album “Matter” continues to rely heavily on 80s synthpop influences.
gence of the revival that came in the
2000s, so it only follows that these artists are all producing albums with a
degree of overlap. However, Grobler’s
unique voice may be the only thing
saving the track from being something
of a copycat.
“Home” is a frantic, in-your-face
synthpop jam true to the 80s style from
which St. Lucia has always drawn a
direct influence. Layers of synthesizers,
brass and percussion both compete for

attention and build off one another,
leading to a crescendo reminiscent of a
classic 16-bit video game soundtrack or
a Neil Cicierega remix. It’s a little abrasive, but executed with such precision
that it’s hard to fault its energy.
Unlike many pop albums, however, “Matter” doesn’t suffer from blocks
of forgettable or dull tracks packed
between its singles. The lead single
see MATTER, page 8

TV PREDICTION

HBO teases ‘Game of Thrones’ season six – The
Daily’s predictions for what’s to come
by John Gallagher

Executive Arts Editor

Writer’s note: Warning! Spoilers for
“Game of Thrones” season five to follow.
HBO released a slew of new images
last week from the upcoming sixth season of “Game of Thrones” (2011–present), just before a teaser for the new season leaked on Sunday, with anticipation
now at a fever pitch ahead of the show’s
April premiere. “Game of Thrones” (GoT)
is indisputably HBO’s highest profile
show, and the network needs to knock
this season out of the park.
HBO Now, the network’s paid
streaming service, formerly HBO Go,

Stina Stannik
After Years

which was exclusively a value-add
for those with a cable subscription,
became available to everyone last
year, a long overdue move. But despite
belatedly embracing the shifting landscape of television, HBO Now is struggling and the network is doubtless
hoping that “Game of Thrones” will
give the embattled service a shot in
the arm. Stakes are high going into the
show’s next season, especially because
the show is straying into uncharted
territory as its story passes beyond its
source material.
The show has increasingly diverged
from the books over the past couple
of seasons, but the books were always
something of a guide to how the show

COURTESY SABRINA RUIZ

Maisie Williams as Arya Stark in season six of HBO’s “Game of Thrones.”

would unfold in broad strokes. The glacial pace of George R.R. Martin’s writing has left even die-hard book fans
without any concrete idea of what to
expect next, making season six perfect
fodder for idle speculation. With that
in mind, here are The Daily’s almost
entirely baseless predictions for what
will happen in season six.

Sansa – Becomes A Vengeful
Puppet Master
Sansa Stark (Sophie Turner) began
the series as one of “Game of Thrones’”
least likeable characters. In season one,
Sansa was a naïve, empty-headed girl
who resented her rustic Northern roots
and yearned for the beauty and music
she imagined she would find in King’s
Landing. Sansa played the foil to her
younger sister Arya (Maisie Williams),
a tomboyish misfit, who needled (pun
intended) her at every turn. Sansa’s
misplaced loyalty to her monstrous
betrothed, Joffrey Baratheon ( Jack
Gleeson) in season one led to the death
of her direwolf and arguably her father
and most of his household.
Sansa has endured years of torment
at the hands of her many jailers, but
her ordeals, though often seemingly
thrown in for shock factor over plot,
have hardened her and given her an
unparalleled knowledge of intrigue
and manipulation. Sansa ended season five jumping over the walls of
her childhood home, Winterfell, with
Theon “Reek” Greyjoy (Alfie Allen) in
an attempt to escape Ramsay Bolton.
Assuming she and Theon aren’t recapsee PREDICTIONS , page 8

Editor’s note: This column is part of a
fictional weekly serial.
“…and if I find out you’ve given my
name to any mailing lists, there WILL be
hell to pay!”
Finding her tirade’s target out of earshot, Cecilia stood on the curb for a
moment, allowing herself the indulgence
of a self-righteousness that passed too
quickly into guilt. Vindication was not the
ideal post-date emotion.
She turned back to the bar entrance,
recalling a tab left unpaid, and noticed for
the first time a man leaning near the door.
He had obviously been there the whole
time and looked up guiltily, as if he were
the one disturbing the peace.
“If this were the 60s, this would be
about when I’d offer you a cigarette.”
She scoffed. “If this were the 60s, a
woman probably couldn’t get away with
the kind of language I just used.”
“Well, even today, comparing your boyfriend to Hitler miiiiight not be the best idea.”
“It was our first date — I’ll probably
be okay.”
Cecilia turned to go back into the bar,
then thought better of it. “So, what are you
smoking your metaphorical cigarette for?”
“I’m just here with some friends but —”
He sighed, suddenly looking very tired.
“My dad just died a few weeks ago, and it
just feels a little irreverent, I guess.”
“I’m sorry—”
“Why? You didn’t kill him.”
“That I know of. Maybe he read one of
my articles.”
“You’re a writer?” he asked at the same
moment that she groaned, “I’m sorry, that
was a terrible joke.”
“That’s okay. No one seems to know
how to talk about this. I obviously don’t.”
Finding no appropriate apology, Cecilia
clarified, “Not a writer, by the way. I mean,
I write stuff and publish some of it but it’s
not a career or anything.”
He attempted a smile but had clearly lost
interest. Cecilia looked once again at the bar.
“Do you … want to talk about it? About
your dad?” she found herself asking, cringing
at how clinical and obligatory that sounded but feeling nonetheless that, somehow,
standing outside a bar with a man whose
name she still hadn’t learned, it was the right
thing to say. “I mean, I’m offering. There’s a
better bar like a block down.”
Back in her apartment later that night,
Cecilia bought and printed the tickets that
would take her to her grandfather’s, the
trip she had been so set against just days
ago. There was something wistful and
generically familiar in the way her new
friend Ian—Ian Henry, the man of two
first names—spoke about his deceased
father that had made her certain that she
would only regret it if she didn’t make
this trip. And if the trip meant delaying
having to make a decision about seeing
Ian again, delaying the conversation that
inevitably came with all her second dates
— well, those were thoughts for another
time. As far as anyone else needed to
know, she was making this trip for altruistic reasons alone.
Stina Stannik is a senior majoring in Peace
and Justice studies. She can be reached
at Stina.Stannik@tufts.edu. She is also a
Contributing Writer at the Tufts Daily.
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St. Lucia sacrifices experimentation in favor of danceable tracks on 'Matter'
MATTER

continued from page 7
“Dancing on Glass” is a fun, solid pop
song, but it is also followed by more
interesting tracks like “Game 4 U”
and “Rescue Me” that demonstrate St.
Lucia’s ability to blend characteristics
from his past and contemporary influences with his own personal musical
style. It’s this style that St. Lucia can,
and often does, use to define himself
against acts like M83, Bleachers and
CHVRCHES.
“Physical” is a less successful execution of the frantic crescendo demonstrated in “Home”—the kind of thing you

listen to a the gym for its pure loudness
and energy. “The Winds of Change” and
“Stay” are both very reminiscent of the
sound on St. Lucia’s first album, but
“Matter” benefits from it. “When the
Night” was an inherently more unique
creation, if less polished and danceable,
with its slow-building synth and South
African influences. St. Lucia is clearly
evolving musically, although it appears
he’s moving closer to the middle of the
genre than remaining anywhere on the
fringes of the style. Maintaining the
aspects that set “When the Night” apart
from the rest of the indie pop releases
of the past five years or moving in a new

direction rather than deeper into the
synth trend can help Grobler as an artist.
The standout track on the album
is also its most measured and simple. “Love Somebody,” which St. Lucia
unofficially premiered on stage when
touring for “When the Night” in 2014,
is all finger snapping and warped, warbly synth, like Tame Impala meets a
jazz singer. It has a soul and humanity
to it that can get lost in some of the
more up-tempo dance tracks on the
album, like “Help Me Run Away.”
“Matter” closes with “Always,” which
features more prominent vocals from
Grobler’s wife, Patti Beranek but still

sounds like it fits the 80s formula that
is so carefully followed in the album’s
opening track. “Baby, I’ll remember
you always,” she croons, but the song
is forgettable. It seems to announce,
“Here is the 80s track with 80s style
closing our 80s album” rather than
adding something new to the conversation. It gets this point across, but
clear messaging isn’t a substitute for
the best music.
With “Matter,” St. Lucia has strengthened
his grip on the indie pop scene and secured
his place in the synthpop renaissance. But
whether he will be able to set himself apart
from the rest again remains to be seen.

What to expect in “Game of Thrones” season six
PREDICTIONS

continued from page 7
tured in short order, Sansa’s flight from
the Boltons (likely towards the Wall)
will subject her to prolonged hardships. Expect a very different Sansa
to emerge this season—now a cold
calculating character ready to use her
experiences to take vengeance upon
all those who have wronged her and
her family.

Schrödinger’s Jon
Jon Snow (played by heartthrob Kit
Harington) was stabbed repeatedly by

traitors at the end of season five, and
his survival (as in the books) is by no
means certain. Fan speculation about
Jon’s survival has been high after repeated sightings of Harrington around the
“Game of Thrones” set and the release
of a poster featuring the actor. It seems
unlikely that GoT’s writers would kill off
the character played by a fan favorite
like Harrington. Snow’s backstory—that
of the bastard who rises to power and
(potentially) saves the day—is a tale as
old as the hills. The smart money is on
Jon returning this season and meting out
retribution to his would-be assassins.

Khaleesi looks west
“Game of Thrones” has been building
towards Daenerys Targaryen’s (Emilia
Clarke) assault on Westeros since the
outset, with her three dragons at the tip
of the spear. Daenerys ended season five
lost in the wilderness, surrounded by a
group of Dothraki after an impromptu
flight on one of her dragons. Daenerys’
attempts to impose justice on a profoundly unjust world were always one
of GoT’s more interesting aspects (even
if Clarke’s delivery occasionally lacks
the force one expects from the Mother
of Dragons), and it seems doubtful that

the show’s writers would let her languish in captivity for more than a few
episodes. Daenerys finally landing in
Westeros would make for a powerful
season finale, so it is likely that she will
return from the wilderness, quash the
unrest in Meereen and move on to the
Seven Kingdoms in short order.
“Game of Thrones,” like its source
material, is always unpredictable on
account of the writers’ willingness to
condemn cherished characters to horrible ends. Whatever happens, it will
doubtless be an emotionally-fraught
pleasure to watch season six unfold.

TV REVIEW

Rats are personified as neurotic New Yorkers in ‘Animals’
by Eran Sabaner

Assistant Arts Editor

It wouldn’t be an overstatement to
say that the Duplass brothers have
dominated the indie movie/Sundance
scene lately. The Mumblecore genre,
which they ultimately pioneered along
with Joe Swanberg in which low-budget,
sometimes improved work is emphasized, has become a festival favorite. The
brothers also appear in award-winning
movies and TV shows. Jay Duplass is a
regular on “Transparent” (2014-present), the Golden Globe-winning drama
created by Jill Soloway. Mark Duplass
has received praise from critics and
viewers alike for his performances in
“The One I Love” (2014) and “Safety Not
Guaranteed” (2012). Last year, the brothers co-created the series “Togetherness”
(2015-present), which will premiere its
second season next week on HBO. In
addition to these achievements, the two
have recently produced an animated
TV series for HBO named “Animals”
(2015-present). Anthropomorphizing
animals like rats, bed bugs, horses and
pigeons as urban characters, “Animals”
is undeniably funny. Yet, there is also
something very derivative about the
show, as it does not go beyond the
many “neurotic-New Yorker” shows we
already see on TV. “Animals” is certainly
fun to watch, but it is not necessarily
must-see TV.
The opening scene of “Animals”
might be its best. Two rats comment
on a couple having sex and attempt
to understand different sex acts. The
absurdity of human sex from an outside point of view is hilarious, and the
idea of animals witnessing our oddest,
most primal moments is a very clever
idea. The show is certainly at its funniest when it ridicules human activities

HBO VIA TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Duplass’ brother’s ‘Animals’ animated comedy on HBO.
through this fresh lens.
The rats, named Mike and Phil, then
discuss the party they will go to and
their personalities are slowly revealed.
Mike is the more social, amiable friend
while Phil is more of an introvert. Both
rats are based off of New Yorker stereotypes. At the party, they run into
Fink, an over-confident jerk that only
talks about making babies (i.e. getting laid in rat world). It is revealed
that Phil has never made babies before,
but this party is his chance. The rest
of the episode is generic urban comedy; we see Phil attempt and fail to
make babies. However, there is also
an absurd element in the show, which
brings some originality. Mike makes a
baby and fathers her over the course of
the party. His daughter grows up rapid-

ly and turns into an angsty, vegetarian
teenager in less than two minutes. To
become more confident, Phil takes a
blue pill from Fink, which turns out to
be rat poison. At the end, Phil has sex
with Mike’s now-adult daughter and fulfills his wish to make babies before he
dies. The ridiculousness of these events
is fun to watch because it’s impossible
to predict what is going to happen next.
The show also features little skits
with other animals, yet the conversations between these animals are painfully unfunny. The main problem with
“Animals” is certainly the show’s dialogue, which is supposed to be Noah
Baumbach-like but in reality, sounds
forced. It is obvious that the creators
of the show thought it would be funny
if animals had interactions similar to

those of urban human characters, but
often the touches meant to imitate sitcom snark misfire instead. This is especially ironic, considering the Duplass
brothers are known for their natural,
genuine-sounding dialogue.
“Animals” is an interesting concept.
The show works very well when the
characters act like outside spectators
to human idiocy; the absurdist humor
is very entertaining as well. Yet, the
show’s biggest weakness is when the
animals act like humans instead of
highlighting our own bizarre world. The
show certainly has its highs, but the
overall result will disappoint Duplass
fans and HBO viewers. Fortunately, the
show has another chance to fix its problems, as it has already been renewed
for a second season.
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EDITORIAL

Admission Reform: Turning the tide in the wrong direction
When the Harvard Graduate School of
Education published its report “Turning the
Tide” last month, a much-needed national
conversation regarding college admissions
reform erupted. The report, which has been
endorsed by more than 80 of the nation’s most
elite academic institutions, calls for a holistic restructuring of our current admissions
process. The proposal is centered around a
simple mantra: “inspiring concern for others and the common good through college
admissions.” It aims to reshape the admissions process by emphasizing the importance
of meaningful community service over individual achievement.
“Turning the Tide” hopes to relay the message that admissions should be catered to those
who dedicatedly participate in impactful and
“compassionate” activities, rather than just
those with the highest SAT scores and the most
AP classes. The proposed goal is three-tiered: to
reward students who are active in their communities, to reduce academic pressure and to
redefine achievement in a way that is more
obtainable to the economically diverse. While
these goals are undoubtedly noble, it is hard to

imagine exactly how encouraging compassion
and community service will radically alter the
system and level the playing field. More attention on extracurricular activities in the form of
community service is an added burden to students and parents, especially those of a lower
socioeconomic background, who will have to
put more resources into achieving the mark of a
competitive college applicant — “a well-rounded student”.
No matter how much we soften and moralize the admissions process, its greatest
weakness continues to be its unaffordability
for so many students. Unfortunately, this gap
of opportunity between wealthy students and
their lower-income peers is not something that
can be mended in an instant. Not only do
absurdly high tuition costs act as definitive
roadblocks but also the admissions process
itself hinders many students from applying.
Harvard’s newly proposed system may be
claiming to widen the scope of opportunity, but
it is really introducing a new hurdle for the less
wealthy. Whereas before lower-income students were disadvantaged by unequal access
to test preparation and advanced placement

courses, now the process will penalize them for
not having the luxury of being as “well-rounded.” Students who need to hold down parttime jobs or help out at home in addition to
their studies cannot dedicate hours on end to
compassionate community activities.
The current college admissions process is
certainly flawed, and there is no question that
these early discussions of reform are a proactive
beginning to seeking positive change. However,
this so-called revolution seems to be lacking a
call-to-arms against some of the system’s much
greater inadequacies. Unaffordability, classism
and the manner by which the application process undoubtedly caters to wealthier students
are factors that will continue to plague the
system no matter how much “compassion” we
insert into college admissions. The reality is that
the best, most ethical way to reform the broken
and elite system would be to reduce the cost
of college itself. Elite universities can attempt
to moralize the admissions process as much
as they please, yet significant changes will not
be made until the colleges themselves begin to
practice what they preach in terms of increased
ethical standards and compassion for all.

T

A supreme
dilemma

to become something more noble. I would
like to urge you neither to grow accustomed
to the status quo at Tufts nor be content
with the drawbacks that can be avoided.
After all, we pay six-figured tuition fee for
our entire college experience; we’d better
make it worth the money.
The Opinion section wants to be a more
interactive platform for all of our readers
because the issues that are getting on your
nerves also exasperate us. Therefore, we
would like to receive your commentaries, your
responses to our articles, complaints or even
compliments (because why not) in the forms
of Letters, Op-Ed contributions or just casually composed e-mails. You can write to us at
tuftsdailyoped@gmail.com. We look forward
to hearing more from you. Please help us help
you make a lasting impact on this campus.
Sincerely,
Hannah Hoang
Executive Op-Ed Editor

Aren Torikian is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. Aren can be reached
at Aren.Torikian@tufts.edu.

BY ABIGAIL FELDMAN

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
As the Executive Op-Ed Editor at the
Tufts Daily, a member of the Tufts community, a student who falls so in love with this
campus and a “gifted” bellyacher, I want
to make the Opinion section a more active
and effective agent of change. This requires
a lot of “complaints,” not only from the
editorial board but also from everyone
who is reading this letter. If you think that
on-campus printing prices are egregious or
just right, write about it. If you believe that
tuition has gone too high, but campus janitorial staff or dining hall workers are not
treated well enough, we want to hear about
it. If you think you experience any forms of
exclusion, if you know of certain groups on
campus facing discrimination, write to us
and let us know. Even if you take issue with
the lack of power outlets in Carm, tell us.
Just as Necessity is the mother of
Invention and Inconvenience is the father
of Innovation, Complaint is the granny of
Change. Even complaint at some point rises

Aren Torikian
The Arena

his week, I was worried I would have
to dip into my “articles I can use when
nothing is happening” reserve, as
there were no primaries on either side
of the aisle. On Saturday, however, this crazy
election year got even crazier with the death
of Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia. The
country’s highest court now has its first opening in more than five years.
Republicans immediately responded by
saying they would block any Obama appointee. Senate leader Mitch McConnell noted,
“the American people should have a voice” in
the process, implying that the next President
ought to get to make the appointment, a theme
echoed in Saturday’s debate. While this line of
reasoning is pretty ridiculous (is Barack Obama
supposed to just golf until the election?), it’s
hard to blame Republicans for this reaction.
According to Martin-Quinn scores, an estimation of justices’ ideological disposition, the
Court has leaned conservative since before
1970. Recently the balance has been (more
or less) four conservatives, four liberals and
a swing vote, in this case Anthony Kennedy,
who leans slightly conservative. The result of
all this has been, well, balance. Liberals have
won on same-sex marriage and healthcare
while conservatives have won on campaign
finance and gun control.
Somewhat fortuitously, recent outgoing
judges in the court (remember, Supreme
Court terms are for life, unless the justice
resigns) have ideologically matched up with
the ideological leanings of the then-President,
keeping this balance in place. In other words,
President Obama replaced two liberal-leaning justices with two liberal-leaning justices,
and President Bush replaced two conservative-leaning justices with two conservative-leaning justices.
Justice Scalia was, to put it lightly, a conservative judge. He believed in an originalist
interpretation of the Constitution–that the
document ought to be interpreted with the
meaning its writers intended in the 1780s. His
fiery criticism of affirmative action and persistence to overturn Roe v. Wade, which made
abortion legal in the United States, will not
soon be forgotten.
For the first time in a generation, since
Bill Clinton replaced Justice Byron White with
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg in 1993, a sitting
president will have a chance to decisively shift
the balance of the court. Republicans have
every right to be wary.
The Republicans are making a dangerous gamble. President Obama knows he’ll
need to nominate a moderate if he wants
any chance at getting Senate confirmation.
Suppose the Republicans block all candidates
until the election, and the Democrats win.
Hillary Clinton or Bernie Sanders would have
the opportunity to push the Court further to
the left than Obama could even dream about.
Article II of the United States Constitution
is pretty clear in terms of executive powers. It
does not mention not appointing Supreme
Court justices in an election year. In Saturday’s
debate, the moderator reminded Harvard
Law alumnus Ted Cruz of this the hard way,
interrupting a speech to point out that Ronald
Reagan appointed the aforementioned
Kennedy in 1988. A Ted Cruz stare down that
slowed down time and might have triggered a
gravitational wave followed.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Dear readers,
I am really thankful for my close friends
who have patiently put up with my existence at Tufts since August 2014. Besides
my rapturous sense of humor and my
profuse sarcasm, which are hard not to
love, I am a complainer. Those who know
me well can testify to that. Sometimes,
I am sorry for whining too much. Other
times, I feel rather gifted for having such
oversensitivity and overreaction to daily
inconveniences. I am so eager to report
the wrongs, and I remain so unsettled
until they are made right. I like ticking
those boxes that grade my experience on
shopping sites, filling out course evaluation and typing down extensive constructive criticisms on survey forms. In
my opinion, the benefit derived from the
resulted improvement, or even from the
possibility of change alone, outweighs the
cost of giving feedback with regards to the
amount of time and effort put in.
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OP-ED

U.S.-Saudi Relations: What’s Next?
by Zach Shapiro
As the president’s term slowly
approaches its end, some call U.S.-Iran
relations the most urgent of the Obama
Administration’s shortcomings. The Saudi
government has been exceedingly critical.
Saudi complaints make sense, especially
given the reality that they are directly
threatened by Iran’s hegemonic rise. As
such, the uncertain Saudi future will greatly impact regional dynamics. The United
States has a key role to play in the Arabian
Peninsula even as it pivots to Asia. Less
clear is what will characterize the U.S.Saudi relationship in the post-Obama era.
Critics complain that our current alliance
lacks definition and transparency, while
others say dealing with the Saudi regime
is a necessary evil. In the spirit of Ian
Bremmer’s “Superpower: Three Choices
for America’s Role in the World” (May
2015), I offer three options for the United
States going forward.

rival is on the rise? Besides, as the United
States negotiated the first years of the War
on Terror, Saudi counterparts provided crucial assistance. As Wall Street Journal foreign affairs columnist Bret Stephens recently
wrote, “…the kingdom has been fighting
al Qaeda for decades. It revoked Osama
bin Laden’s citizenship in the early 1990s
and pushed the Taliban to expel him from
Afghanistan. Saudi intelligence has been
vital in stopping major terrorist plots,
including the 2010 al Qaeda plot to bomb
cargo planes bound for the U.S.”
Further, while the United States has had
some success advancing reforms inside
Saudi Arabia, the humanitarian obstacle is
tough to overcome. The United States cannot afford major shifts in alliances neither
based on humanitarian considerations nor
on Iran projects power in Syria, the Straits of
Hormuz and elsewhere. Despite the numerous challenges a closer U.S.-Saudi alliance
presents, it is better to deal with a difficult
Saudi regime than an unknown alternative.

Option 1: A Pragmatic Alliance Option 2: Riyadh, We Have a
The most obvious option is continued Problem
or deepened U.S.-Saudi cooperation not
conditioned on domestic Saudi reform. Why
change a worthwhile strategy as a regional

So the Saudi-American alliance works.
Except, of course, for its rampant human
rights violations. Many Saudis are mar-

ginalized at best. The kingdom’s mixed
human rights record challenges the coherence and cohesion of American foreign
policy doctrine. How can the U.S. government say its foreign policy is one of morality while its Saudi counterparts execute
47 dissidents in a single day? But there’s
good news. Increased Iranian oil exports
due to relieved sanctions and other factors
are adding pressure to an already shaky
Saudi economy. Poor economic performance puts the regime in a precarious
position. If there is any time for the United
States to hold the Saudi regime accountable, it is now, by offering the monarchy much-needed foreign direct investment and increased security assistance in
exchange for domestic liberalization. It’s
no accident that the Saudi government
allowed women “to participate as voters and candidates in municipal elections
for the first time in December,” as Bret
Stephens talked about.

Option 3: A Separation

Our alliance with Saudi Arabia just
hasn’t paid off. Despite post-9/11 intelligence cooperation, the Saudi government
foments instability by promoting radical
Wahhabi Islam abroad. This has threatened

U.S. allies like Egypt and fans the flames
of regional conflict. Besides, American aid
and weapons have yet to alter the Saudi
regime’s calculus or policies drastically.
Women still cannot drive. Dissidents are
still executed by the dozen. To add to this,
there is an argument to be made that the
Saudi regime is already in relative decline.
Wise foreign policy is marked by the ability
to know when to reevaluate or alter diplomatic commitments.
Regardless of which approach is yours,
there will be consequences to negotiate.
Strengthening U.S.-Saudi ties may be the
gateway to dangerous diplomatic mission creep. Exerting influence to advance
change inside Saudi borders could backfire, leading the Saudi regime to further
repression and yet deeper support of
Wahhabi elements. Premature disengagement could further embolden a rising
regional challenger to the United States.
These issues and my opinion notwithstanding, this issue must be wrestled with
as Iran asserts itself.
Zach Shapiro is a senior majoring in
international relations and an Op-Ed
Contributing Writer. He can be reached at
zachary.shapiro@tufts.edu.
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Hiring for Fall
Student Managers

Student
Organization
Awards
April 21, 2016

Tufts Dining is now recruiting to
hire Fall Student Managers in all
Units
Looking to develop your leadership skills? Want
to gain valuable experience that can prepare you
for job interviews? Student Managers assist the
professional management team with the
oversight and supervision of selected shifts. They
ensure that the operational goals of the unit are
being met daily. Many of our former student
managers who have graduated have shared how
their student manager experience was extremely
beneficial in preparing them for the first step in
their careers. All Tufts Students are encouraged
to apply. Starting rate of pay is $13.50 per hour
If you would like to apply or learn more about the hiring
process, please send your resume and/or inquiry to
Nolan.Karpinski@tufts.edu, Nolan is Tufts Dining Student
Coordinator.
All resumes must be received by February 20th
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LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Jack: “I have gotten every single virus that Tufts Univeristy
has to offer.”

Comics

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

JUMBLE

Difficulty Level: Not shedding a tear while listening to “It’s Quiet Uptown.”

Tuesday’s Solution

NON SEQUITUR
BY WILEY MILLER
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EUROPE in TURMOIL
February 17-21, 2016

1/4
AD

1/8
STARTS TODAY
AD

The 31st Norris and Margery Bendetson EPIIC International Symposium

The Future of Europe (panel)

Wednesday, February 17

Cabot Auditorium, 8:00-10:00pm

European and Global Challenges:
How “Perfect” is the “Storm”

Saturday, February 20

An Address by the European Union
Ambassador to the United Nations
Cabot 206, 12:00pm

Integrating the “Other” (panel)

Cabot Auditorium, 9:30-11:30am

A Cultural Evening of Performances

Expert-led, Small-group Discussions

Cohen Auditorium, 7:00pm

Multiple Rooms, 11:30am-1:00pm

Thursday, February 18

1/2
AD

Full list on the IGL web site

Europe’s Dividing Lines (panel)

The End of History? The Changing Nature of
European Identity (panel)

Cabot Auditorium, 7:00-9:30pm

Cabot Auditorium, 2:30-4:30pm

Expert-led, Small-group Discussions
Multiple Rooms, 4:30-6:30pm

Friday, February 19

Full list on the IGL web site

Transatlantic Power Dynamics and the Russian
Question (panel)
Cabot Auditorium, 12:30-2:30pm

Europe and the Migration Crisis (panel)
Cabot Auditorium, 2:30-4:30pm

Welcome and Keynote Address in honor of
Professor Stanley Hoffmann
Cabot Auditorium, 6:30-8:00pm

Islam in Europe(panel)

Cabot Auditorium, 8:00pm

Sunday, February 21
Challenges to Foreign Policy Integration (panel)
Cabot Auditorium, 1:00-3:00pm

Europe in the Global Order (panel)

Cabot Auditorium, 3:00-5:00pm

FREE to the TUFTS COMMUNITY
for Registration and Full List of Speakers and Panels
tuftsgloballeadership.org or 617 627 3314

13

14

THE TUFTS DAILY | ADVERTISEMENT | Wednesday, February 17, 2016

tuftsdaily.com

Tufts Against Genocide Presents:

SURVIVORS SPEAK

1/4

1/8
Rwanda, The Holocaust,
FULL
Armenia, and Bosnia
AD
Wednesday

Featuring stories from:

February 17, 2016
8:00 PM
Tufts Hillel

1/2

Sponsored by the Cummings/Hillel Program for Holocaust
& Genocide Education
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First-year heavy Tufts team optimistic after turning in
impressive finish at NESCACs
WOMEN'S SWIMMING

continued from back
This season was a tumultuous one for
Mahoney in particular. She suffered an
injury last fall that cost her five weeks of
training time, which, for a distance swimmer, was a serious setback. Nevertheless,
Mahoney was able to rehab and train
well during the winter break training trip
in Puerto Rico and during the following
five weeks prior to the team’s competition at the NESCACs. Mahoney, along
with Doolan, and sophomore Jess Lee and
junior Sophia Lin, formed the 200 freestyle
relay team that finished eighth in the meet
with a time of 1:37.39.
“I’m very impressed with how our team
performed,” Lin said. “This year especially,
we have a very young team. Swim meets
in general are very grueling, as they span
over a series of sessions and days. It’s very
impressive to see our team rally and keep
fighting up until the last day. In fact, I
felt that some of our best performances
were actually on Sunday night, and it was

incredible to see our team cheer each other
on and break a series of school records.”
Though the Jumbos went into the
meet probably hoping for a better result
than what they ended up with after this
exciting season, the team is still pleased
with its individual performances.
“My personal favorite moment of the
meet was when Maddie Golison, and I tied
for the 24th spot in the 200 fly,” Maider
said. “We trained all semester together,
and it was so rewarding to have a season
best with one of my training buddies.”
Maider ended up winning the swimoff with Golison and completed her third
200 fly of the day at finals, finishing 20th.
Other stand-out performances include
junior Kylie Rieman’s two top eight finishes and 3-meter dives, Lee’s 50 butterfly
and junior Sarah Elghor’s 50, 100 and 200
meter breaststrokes.
Looking forward, the team will wait
and see if any of its NCAA B cut times
qualify for the NCAA Championships
next month. Doolan and Gottschalk both

swam under the NCAA invite time from
2015, and the team is very hopeful that the
two of them will be invited to Greensboro,
North Carolina for the national championship meet this year.
“Next year, I hope that our incoming freshmen class can challenge some
of the best from Bates, Williams and
Middlebury,” Mahoney said. “Placing
high in the sprint events is incredibly
difficult given the caliber of talent from
other schools, but hopefully some of our
incoming recruits are ready to fill those
positions.”
“With such a young team, I am very
optimistic about the future and believe
that in the coming years we will be able to
improve upon our seventh place finish,”
concluded Gottschalk.
Reiman, the team’s top diver, returns
to the pool the weekend after next for
the NCAA Zone Diving Qualifiers at
Wellesley, where she hopes to qualify for the first time for the NCAA
Championship meet herself.

MEN'S TRACK

Men’s track puts out impressive performances
at BU, MIT
by Bradley Schussel

ahead of UConn’s Alvaro Chavez. Needless to
say, Black held his own against some tough
Div. I competition. For the Div. III rankings,
Tufts was back in action over the long Black will have about a second and a half
weekend, though the focus wasn’t so much added onto his time to account for BU’s
on overall team performance as it was on banked track. However, his time will still be
individual improvement and qualifying ahead the best 800 time in Div. III so far this season,
of this weekend’s New England Div. III Indoor just ahead of fellow Jumbo and senior Veer
Championships. Members of the team par- Bhalla’s time from last week.
ticipated in two different events on Saturday,
Another marquee finish at BU came
neither of which had team scoring. While half from junior Luke O’Connor, who placed
of the team went into the city for for the David seventh out of 94 competitors in the 5000Hemery Valentine Invitational at Boston meter event. O’Connor’s time of 14:28.68
University, the rest of the Jumbos raced at broke Tuft’s school record, previously held
MIT’s Gordon Kelly Invitational.
by Jesse Faller (LA ‘10), who set the mark in
At BU, the Jumbos’ successful meet was 2010. Senior Michael Curley also raced in the
led by a huge win from senior tri-captain 5,000-meter for the Jumbos and was not far
Mitchell Black, who placed first out of 246 behind O’Connor, placing 23rd with a time
runners in the 800-meter run. Black’s time of 14:47.33.
of 1:49.32 was just 0.01 seconds ahead of
“I actually didn’t know that I had broken
Baylor’s James Gilreath and 0.03 seconds the school record until after my cool-down,”
O’Connor said. “It was my first
indoor 5K<#, which is 25 laps, so it
was a little mind-numbing. I feel
like it was a good race but, again,
because it’s such a long race and it
was my first time doing it indoors,
there’s a lot I can still improve on
mentally.”
Tufts saw equally impressive results at the Gordon Kelly
Invitational at MIT. The highlight
of that meet was senior Bryson
Hoover-Hankerson’s effort in the
60-meter dash. The senior previously held the school record for
the 60-meter with a time of 7.15,
and on Saturday, he broke his own
record by only a hundredth of a
second with a time of 7.14 seconds. He placed second in that
race, a mere 0.02 seconds behind
Dartmouth’s Victor Williams.
Just as impressive as HooverHankerson’s new record was junior
Nick Usoff’s win in the 600-meter
race at MIT with a time of 1:26.80,
giving the Jumbos a pair of firstplace finishes across town.
ALEX KNAPP / THE TUFTS DAILY ARCHIVE
First-year Josh Etkind, one
Tufts first-year Christian Swenson races at Tufts
of the team’s many first-years to
Stampede on Jan. 30.
Staff Writer

make a strong contribution in their debut
seasons, also shined at MIT. Etkind topped
his season-best score in the triple jump,
recording 13.43 meters, good for third overall. He also ran in the 60-meter hurdles,
finishing with a time of 8.62 seconds and
placing fifth in his heat.
“It wasn’t my best performance, but I
was happy with the result,” Etkind said of
his efforts on Saturday. “I wasn’t sure that it
was a [personal record] until they measured
because it was only better than my record by
one centimeter. It wasn’t a huge PR, but I was
happy about it.”
Tufts had fewer field athletes competing
this weekend but those who were in action did
not disappoint. Senior Michael Paloian put up
the team’s best mark in the weight throw this
season at MIT, throwing 52 ft. 2 in. for third
place. Classmate Ife Adebayo was almost as
good, finishing fifth with a 51 ft. 7.25 in. throw.
The strong finishes over the weekend keep
the Jumbos’ momentum going as they head
into their biggest challenge of the season so
far in the form of the New England Div. III
Championships this weekend. Tufts is shifting
gears from the individual, qualifying-focused
approach it has employed the last few weekends in its non-scoring meets back to the
more holistic team approach this weekend.
The Jumbos return to a familiar track at
MIT for the event with a squad consisting
of some of the region’s top athletes and with
high expectations in the 800, where the team
has serious depth in Black and Bhalla.
“It’s what we’ve been training for all season,” Etkind said. “We’re going to try to show
up as a team and do well. We’ve had some
impressive individual performances so far,
but now we’re trying to train all together.”
O’Connor also commented on the
upcoming meet, noting the palpable excitement among the team.
“I think we’re all gearing up for it,” O’Connor
added. “It’s going to be one of the last races for
a lot of our guys. We’re all just really excited to
go in and have some fast times.”
The team will be at MIT on Friday and
Saturday for the meet, and if the runners’
sentiments are correct, they’ll be more than
ready for the challenge.

Nicole Brooks
Jersey Over Apron

I

I’m sorry

’m sorry. It may be for some one of
the hardest things to say or admit
especially in the sports world. But
this sorry isn’t so hard; it’s actually
one of the easiest sorrys I’ve ever had to
say. This column is going to be an apology
to a player who didn’t deserve the immediate backlash that he endured on a day
that was supposed to be maybe one of
the best in his life. My sincerest apology
is for the New York Knicks’ rookie, Latvian
prodigy Kristaps Porzingis. Last June in
Barclays Center, you experienced probably one of the most ironic and hostile New
York sporting moments in recent memory
when the Knicks selected you. The cloud
of doubt and negativity surrounding your
European basketball roots were picked
apart daily by media outlets. You didn’t
deserve that, and I’m here to attempt to
set it right.
Before I state more reasons for why I
was wrong to boo your selection as the
fourth overall pick in the 2015 Draft,
I want to somewhat explain myself. I
understand that there are no excuses for
my past infractions, but as a Knicks fan
last summer I was not in a good place.
I’ve had my loyalty tested quite dramatically over the years. For a team that
prides itself on playing in the “Basketball
Mecca”—Madison Square Garden—the
Knicks had quite frankly become the
recurring joke of the NBA. With such an
incredible fan base, in a city where top
tier basketball talent is cultivated, the
Knicks’ losing seasons reduced them to
a steppingstone. MSG was stripped of a
team and left as only a stage for superstars to have 40-point or more games,
leaving the Knicks to be the backdrop of
headlines on their home floor.
It was a pretty sad thing to witness. Last
summer’s draft represented a moment to
finally make all those losing seasons worth
it. With the recent Knicks nightmares and
false promises in drafting and picking
up other European stars like Bargnani
and Gallinari, the idea of drafting another international hope was ridiculous.
Those players and others drafted by the
Knicks never met their projected potentials at New York, but on other teams they
found success and were incredibly effective. In last year’s NBA Conference Finals
there were six former Knicks playing, all
of whom were sacrificed over the years
to make room for potential blockbuster trades or to ensure a top draft pick. There
was a lot on the line.
When Adam Silver announced your
name, I fell to the ground, booed and
yelled. Quite frankly, I had a preschool
break down. How could the Knicks do
this again? Commentators said you were
Latvian, 7 ft. 3 in., had good 3-point
range and guard-like capabilities. None
of that mattered. I became a part of the
media circus condemning you and the
Knicks. But you’ve proved us all wrong.
Your highlight put-back dunks, shooting ability and Dirk Nowitzki-like post
moves have pushed you into Rookie of
the Year discussion and All-Star Rising
Star player qualification. So I just want
to say sorry again and want to thank you
for not listening to all that noise.
Nicole Brooks is a features editor at the
Tufts Daily. She is a senior majoring in
History and minoring in Communications
and Media Studies and can be reached at
nicole.brooks@tufts.edu.
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WOMEN'S SWIMMING

Jumbos take seventh at NESCAC Championships again
by Soven Bery
Staff Writer

Tufts women’s swimming and diving
competed at this weekend’s NESCAC
Championships at Middlebury College,
finishing seventh overall for the third
year in a row. That performance, though
a disappointment for a team that had
high hopes to improve its standing in the
conference at this year’s championships,
ends a 2015-2016 campaign that saw the
Jumbos have their best regular season
since 2011-2012.
The 11-team meet was won by perennial champion Williams, which finished with
2,045 points. Amherst, Bates, Middlebury
and Conn. College rounded out the top
five for a déjà vu finish that almost exactly
paralleled the results of recent years.
The weekend was in general a success
for Tufts, with perhaps the only low point
being the team bus breaking down on
the way back to campus. In the pool,
however, the results were much more
promising. Junior Amanda Gottschalk and
first-years Colleen Doolan and Caroline
McCormick led the team with a trifecta of
record-breaking finishes.
Gottschalk’s 2:19.05 time in the 200
breaststroke was second at the meet and
her 4:29.79 time in the 400 individual medley final was good for fourth place. Both
performances set Tufts records en route

to Gottschalk’s receiving All-Conference
accolades.
“I was very excited with both my own
swims and our team’s performance,”
said Gottschalk. “Throughout the entire
weekend, we kept the energy high. There
were so many standout swims, and I was
impressed with the number of ladies
that were able to qualify for the higher
final heats.”
Doolan also earned second place,
All-Conference accolades and another Jumbo record as she finished the
200 butterfly with a time of 2:03.77.
McCormick added to the coup with two
new Tufts record-breaking swims in the
backstroke. Her 26.86 time for fourth
place in the 50 backstroke and her 58.13
time in the 100 backstroke both broke
four-year-old records.
Coach Adam Hoyt’s gamble in naming 12 first-years to the team’s 22-woman
NESCAC roster and his heavy reliance
on youth seemed to work out, with these
two first-years putting up team-leading performances. Still, the team’s senior
leadership played an important role at
the meet, as seniors Maddie Golison and
tri-captains Sarah Mahoney, Randi Katz
and Molly Levene brought experience to
the young roster.
“Over the course of the weekend a lot of
the leadership came from our four seniors,
who each swam so well this weekend and

I think, in the end, were very happy to end
the season on such a high note,” first-year
Maddie Maider said. “The seniors are such
an important part of our team because
they are always there to pump up team
members, cheer outrageously for us when
we swim and calm us down when the
nerves start to take their toll.”
Mahoney was likewise equally
impressed with her own team’s wealth
of first-year talent as well as the state
of NESCAC swimming.

“Unlike years before, I was moved from
the distance events into the sprint events,”
Mahoney said. “While I swam well and am
very happy with new personal best times,
it was difficult to compete with freshmen
in the league and make it back to finals at
night. The conference meet was by far the
fastest I have seen at my time in Tufts. Times
that used to place individuals 10th or 12th
barely made finals [24th place] this year.”
see WOMEN'S SWIMMING, page 15
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Tufts swimming and diving race against Wheaton on Jan. 23.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Tufts wins at Williams ahead of playoff rematch
by Eddie Samuels

and played from behind for most of the half.
But Haladyna stayed hot for Tufts, putting
up 13 first-half points to lead all scorers
Men’s basketball ended its regular seaand give his team a narrow 36-35 lead going
son run with a 77-73 win over Williams on
into the intermission.
Friday night, coming out with a 7-3 conWhere the Jumbos engineered their
ference record and securing the third seed
advantage throughout the contest was
and a first-round home game going into
in the turnover game. Tufts played a very
the NESCAC tournament. The game was
clean game, handing the ball over just four
close throughout, with the Jumbos capitimes. The Ephs, on the other hand, gave
talizing on enough of the Ephs’ mistakes
the Jumbos the ball with surprising freto end up on top.
quency, turning it over 15 times, which the
Normally a very strong shooting team,
Jumbos capitalized on for 15 points from
Tufts shot only 40.3 percent from the field
turnovers.
compared to Williams 42.1 percent. Both
Tufts, as it has all season, secured the victeams relied on strong individual showings,
tory with a number of timely runs. The most
as Tufts looked to two of its tri-captains—
important of those came early in the second
senior guard Stephen Haladyna and junior
half, when the Jumbos went on a nine-point
run to put them up 49-40.
Despite Aronowitz’s best
efforts, the Ephs would
draw to within one but
ultimately never close
that gap.
“We had to win that
one to get a home [playoff] game,” Coach Bob
Sheldon said. “Our game
plan was to continue
what we were doing all
year, to run the ball, get
in some early offense, get
the ball to our shooters—
in to Tommy [Palleschi].
Defensively we were
man-to-man, we wanted to stop Aronowitz, we
wanted to be physical.”
The final game of the
regular season was a
close one for the Jumbos,
who are set to face off
EVAN SAYLES / THE TUFTS DAILY ARHIVE against Ephs again in the
Tufts sophomore guard Reed Thomas-McLean keeps the ball from a UMass Dartmouth player in a Feb. 2 game. quarterfinal match of the
Assistant Sports Editor

center Tom Palleschi—who put up 22 and
17 points, respectively. Not to be outdone,
Williams junior guard Daniel Aronowitz put
up 22 points on the night as well.
“Obviously we had a lot on the line,”
senior tri-captain guard Ryan Spadaford
said. “I think all the guys knew that. It was
nice to get a win on the road; that’s a tough
gym to play at. We didn’t really hit many
shots, but we played good defense down
the stretch.”
The Jumbos also lost the rebounding
game, as the Ephs pulled down 44 rebounds
to the Jumbos’ 37. The disparity was most
evident in the first half, in which Williams
took a 24-16 advantage in rebounds.
With the Ephs owning the boards in
the first half, the Jumbos offense struggled

NESCAC tournament at Cousens Gym on
Saturday, where they will be looking to stave
off the Ephs’ revenge hopes with the stakes
even higher.
“[Being at home] means a lot,” Sheldon
said, “especially to our three seniors. I think
it’ll be crowded. I think it’ll be packed. It’s
kind of like the sixth man; it gets us going,
and we shoot a little better at home.”
Though Spadaford admitted it would
be strange to face off against a team they
just played, he also acknowledged the
advantage that the recent matchup
grants them.
“Honestly, it’s pretty good to play the
team again,” Spadaford said. “We just
went over all their scouts and all their
stats; that’s still fresh in our minds. We’ll
go over that again and be even more prepared, more familiar with the tendencies
of every player.”
The Jumbos lead the NESCAC in average
points per game with 86.6, while the Ephs
are last in the league with 70.8. Tufts also
leads in blocked shots per game and is second in rebounding to Wesleyan.
“Our goal from the beginning of the season was to make the NCAAs,” Sheldon said.
“One of the ways to do that automtically
is to win NESCAC. We’re in a good spot
because we’re third, so if all the favorites
win we wouldn’t have to play Trinity until
the end, and they’re the team that really
beat us.”
Though the Jumbos can generally rely
on their ball movement and fast-paced
offense to get them Ws, they can’t count
on a performance like the one they gave
Friday night to beat the Ephs again. Tufts
is expected to have the more explosive
offense, but it will have to shoot much
better as a team than it did Friday to fulfill its hopes of making it past the first
round and going deep in the tournament.

