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PACE Center hopes to measure students’ Rodriguez talks about queer
skills and expertise gained at Tufts adoption in Sophia Gordon Hall
Lisa Granshaw

Daily Editorial Board

All students breathe easier when they
enter college and think the days of standardized tests and assessment exams
are long gone. But don’t put away those
Kaplan review books just yet, Tufts.
Tufts’ Center for Psychology of
Abilities, Competencies and Expertise
(PACE Center), run by Dean of Arts and
Sciences Robert Sternberg, recently initiated a new assessment project known
as IMPACTS, or Innovative Measures
of Personal Abilities Cultivated in Tufts
Students.
“The IMPACTS project [will] develop assessments to measure what kind
of skills and expertise students gain
by being at Tufts,” said PACE Center
Deputy Director Linda Jarvin, who is a
co-principal investigator for the project.
“Our assumption is by spending four
years at a residential college, you learn
more things than you learn in class,”
she said.
Tzur Karelitz, the project director for
IMPACTS, agreed that its “overarching
goal is to estimate the added value
of a Tufts education apart from taking courses.” Assessors will be looking at how students evolve personally
and socially, as well as what skills they
gain that will help them in the outside
world.

The newest form of the test involves
short answer questions that give the
subjects a certain scenario and then
ask how they would react. For example,
Arrash Baghaie, who handles student
support for the PACE Center, said that
one question on a recent exam asked
what to do as a group leader with a team
member whose weak performance is
affecting the entire group.
According to Baghaie, who is an Op-Ed
editor for the Daily, these types of questions can evaluate students’ abilities
better than multiple choice questions.
“We’re not invested in a test or structure,” he said. “We want to find the best
way to measure qualities. Now we’re
playing with the idea of a live test.”
Karelitz hopes that the test will eventually measure a variety of qualities,
noting that the current version focuses
on leadership skills via wisdom, intelligence and creativity.
Tufts isn’t the only university trying
to see if students are learning anything
outside the classroom.
“There’s a big growing movement to
have colleges become accountable for
providing some sort of development or
change,” Baghaie said. “IMPACTS is a
small part of this trend.”
As such, some colleges have begun
administering tests to their students,
according to a recent New York Times
see IMPACTS, page 2

Alpha Phi’s Charity Denim event
raises around $650 for cardiac care

						

Daniel Pasternack
Contributing Writer

Juana María Rodriguez discussed
queer adoption last night in Sophia
Gordon Hall during the Fifth Annual
Queer Studies Scholar Lecture.
The presentation, entitled “Queering
Everyday Domesticity,” was based on
Rodriguez’s newest manuscript, which
deals with the interactions between
the queer population and the rest of
society.
Rodriguez is an associate professor
of gender and women’s studies at the
University of California, Berkeley. She
is also the author of “Queer Latinidad:
Identity Practices, Discursive Spaces.”
According to Rodriguez, many stereotypes and myths exist about children, especially regarding the practice
of adoption.
Specifically, she said that there is a
mistaken belief that children would
experience a great deal of trauma if
adopted by queer parents.
She also talked about the effect of
race on adoption, mentioning that
African-American males are often seen
as less desirable than their Caucasian
counterparts by potential parents.
“These children are never thought of
as the future of our nation,” she said.
Another topic that Rodriguez
addressed was pedophilia, which she

Shannon Carroll/ tufts daily

Juana María Rodriguez addressed issues like
pedophilia and race in adoption last night.
argued is too much of a concern in
America. As a result, she said that the
image of the naked body had been
blocked too often.
“The need for state protection [of
nudity] is really interesting,” she said.
The speech was sponsored by the
LGBT Center and the Latino Center.

Brown to use Tufts’ music center as inspiration

Laura Schultz/Tufts Daily

Juniors Brittany Bannon (left) and Lucy Pollack help sell jeans in
the campus center.
Alpha Phi held its Charity
Denim fundraiser yesterday
at the campus center from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sisters sold designer jeans
for 40-60 percent off their
original prices and proceeds
went to the international
Alpha Phi foundation to be
used for cardiac care. Brands
sold included Joe’s Jeans and
Blue Cult.
This is the second year the
sorority has held the event,
and Alpha Phi member Lily
Safran, a junior who had
the idea for the inaugural
fundraiser last year, said she

hopes to keep it annual.
By the end of the day,
Alpha Phi President Sonni
Bendetson, a junior, said
that the sorority had raised
around $650.
“It went really, really well.
We’re really proud of all the
sisters who worked really
hard to plan it,” she said.
Yesterday’s event came on
the heels of another Alpha
Phi fundraiser. Earlier this
month, members participated in a breast cancer walk
and raised $2,500.

— by Lisa Granshaw

Tufts’ Granoff Music Center opened in January to widespread acclaim.
by

Laura Hill

Contributing Writer

Tufts’ Perry and Marty
Granoff Music Center will serve
as an inspiration for a new creative arts building at Brown
University.
The various arts departments within the university

Inside this issue

tuftsdaily.com

He might not be Matt
Drudge, but junior Shane
Lavalette holds his own in
the blogosphere, and is up
for a $10,000 scholarship.

The field hockey team plays its
regular season finale tomorrow with the hopes of securing the number two seed in
the NESCAC Tourney.

see FEATURES, page 3

see SPORTS, back page

have united to call for the construction of a building in which
“the interdisciplinary potential
of the arts can come together,”
according to Richard Fishman,
the chair of Brown’s visual arts
department and the director of
its Creative Arts Council.
Marty Granoff is a trustee
at both Tufts and Brown. He is

Emily Eisenberg/Tufts Daily

currently the lead volunteer in
the fundraising effort for the
new facility at Brown and was
instrumental in funding Tufts’
state-of-the-art music facility. His daughter is a Brown
university alumna and his son
Michael graduated from Tufts
see GRANOFF, page 2
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POLICE BRIEFS
Female aggressively
followed on College Ave.

Police pull a hat trick at
Dearborn

Tufts University Police Department
(TUPD) officers responded to a call on
Oct. 12 at 1:26 a.m. from a female on
College Ave. who reported she was
being followed by two males. The
males approached her and identified
themselves as Harvard students.
When she arrived at her house, they
tried to get in with her, but she locked
the door.
A few minutes later, the female and
her housemates heard glass shattering
in the front bedroom and discovered
that a ceramic flower pot had been
thrown through the window. TUPD
and Somerville Police officers searched
the area, but the suspects were not
found.

TUPD officers arrived at 12 Dearborn,
a university-owned house, after receiving a noise complaint at 3:19 a.m. on
Oct. 13. That marked the third time
that officers had visited the house
that night. A number of students were
found smoking marijuana in one of the
rooms. The drugs were confiscated, and
the matter has since been turned over
to the Dean of the Office of Student
Affairs.

Sleeping man lying down,
pointing up
Two students walking on the sidewalk on College Ave. near the soccer
field called to report a white male lying
down by the fence, asleep and exposed,

at 5:02 p.m. on Oct. 17. He was not a
student.
When TUPD officers arrived, the suspect was not exposed, but they determined that he had been drinking. He
was arrested for indecent exposure and
disorderly conduct.

Student hit by car while
running to boathouse
TUPD received a call on Oct. 22
at 6:34 a.m. after a member of the
women’s crew team was hit by a driver
passing by as the team took a run to
the boathouse. She was taken to the
hospital with possible fractures. TUPD
officers were not aware, as of Oct. 22,
if any charges would be filed against
the driver.

—by Christy McCuaig

Schaeffer questions relevance of proposed aptitude tests
IMPACTS

continued from page 1

Magazine article entitled “No Gr_du_te
Left Behind.”
The article states that 40 institutes
of higher education have had their
students take the Collegiate Learning
Assessment, a test developed in part by
the nonprofit organization The Council
for Aid to Education.
In addition, groups such as the
American Association of State Colleges
and Universities are thinking of starting voluntary programs where their
member schools can administer similar assessment exams and display the
results, the Times reported.
Some of the university-level interest
stems from the 2005 creation of the
Commission on the Future of Higher
Education. Started by U.S. Secretary of
Education Margaret Spellings, it aims
to transfer the goals of the No Child
Left Behind Act to college campuses.

To do this, the commission suggested that colleges may need to be held
to the same accountability standards
as secondary schools, noting this is
“vital to ensuring the success” of other
reforms it suggests.
Robert Schaeffer, the public education director for FairTest, an organization that questions the relevance
of many standardized tests, said this
recent scrutiny amounts to too much
attention to a problem that may not
even exist.
“The politicians should tend to real
problems, not invent new ones,” he
said. “There is no evidence that colleges are not doing a stellar job of teaching undergraduates. The notion that
[they] can come up with a test to see if
students [are] doing well is somewhere
between naive and stupid.”
Despite this national movement,
Jarvin says the PACE Center is not
going to develop a project based on

what others are doing.
“At Tufts, we’re trying to develop
something that feels very well-suited
for our institution,” she said.
Baghaie hopes the test will show
development over time, since theoretically, Tufts students without much
leadership experience should not be
able to ace it.
“What’s important is if this test really
got moving we can see people improving over college years,” Baghaie said.
“If the test is reliable and we don’t see
improvement [over time], then there’s
a problem and we would definitely
bring it to Tufts’ attention.”
On the other hand, if the project
does find improvement in students,
Karelitz thinks it will greatly benefit the
school.
“If we find that students at Tufts are
developing skills unique to Tufts, then
[the university will] want to advertise
it,” he said.

Production Director
Marianna Bender Executive Layout Editor

Dana Berube Layout Editors
Karen Blevins
Ally Gimbel
Maris Mann-Stadt
Muhammad Qadri
Adam Raczkowski
Jason Richards
Annie Steinhauser
Meredith Zeitzer
Emily Neger Assistant Layout Editor
Michael Vastola Executive Technical Manager
Jeff Finkelstein Technical Managers
Joel Harley
Kelly Moran Executive Online Editor
Sarah Bliss Online Editors
Sophie Gao
Jyll Saskin Executive Copy Editor
Caryn Horowitz Copy Editor

BUSINESS
Nicolas Gortzounian

Executive Business Director

Eli Blackman Business Manager
Stacey Ganina Receivables Manager
Malcolm Charles Head Ad Manager

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and
distributed free to the Tufts community.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial
Page editors, and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and editorials of
The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed
columns, cartoons, and graphics does not necessarily reflect
the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name
and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters
must be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters
for clarity, space, and length.
ADVERTISING POLICY
All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board, and Executive Business Director.
A publication schedule and rate card are available upon
request.
P.O. Box 53018, Medford, MA 02155
617 627 3090 FAX 617 627 3910
daily@tuftsdaily.com

New Brown facility will have state-of-the-art technology
GRANOFF

continued from page 1

in 1991.
Tufts’ Granoff Center, which opened
in January, should prove a worthy
model to look to.
It features practice rooms, rehearsal spaces, teaching studios, a music
library and a 300-seat performance
hall. The Boston Globe called it “the
best music building of any liberal arts
campus in the Boston area.”
And Brown has taken notice, as its
president and administrators have
examined Tufts’ approach to an integrated music facility.
“The president of Brown, Ruth
Simmons, toured [our Granoff building], and she was very interested in
what was done here,” Tufts’ Music
Department Chair Joseph Auner said.
Designers behind the Brown project,
however, plan to take a more expansive
approach. While Tufts’ building only
houses music programs, the Brown
facility would accommodate all creative arts departments.
“The idea is that all the spaces are
supposed to meet the needs of all
departments. That’s very complex,”
Auner said.
As such, the Brown building will be

weather forecast
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60s. Variable winds 10 to 15
mph.

more extensive than its Tufts counterpart.
The Tufts center cost $27 million,
but the one at Brown will likely cost $43
to $44 million.
The effects of a new center could be
far-reaching within the Brown community.
“I think it could impact, in many
ways, nearly the entire campus,” said
Ron Vanden Dorpel, Brown’s senior vice
president for university advancement.
“If you add up the number of students
with a music and arts concentration,
it’s relatively small, but I think that it
will have a wider impact because of all
of the activities that will go on there.”
According to Fishman, the new
space will cater to a diverse range of
activities. “There will be public exhibitions,” he said. “There will be events in
the auditorium, from performances to
screenings of 35mm films.”
Although Granoff has been paramount in financing Brown’s proposed
facility, Deborah Baum, a media relations specialist at Brown, said the
building will not necessarily bear his
name. “It has not been named yet,” she
said.
The project is still in the early stages of development, and the necessary

Saturday

Sunday

funding has not yet been raised.
“I believe we’ve raised about $36 million so far,” Vanden Dorpel said. “We’re
hopeful that we’ll be able to raise all of
the pledges for the building by the end
of 2008.”
In the meantime, the planning is
moving forward, and Baum said that
the university has recently decided to
use the architecture firm Diller Scofido
+ Renfro. The firm will work closely
with Brown’s Creative Arts Council to
decide on a design.
Some features have already been
decided. According to Fishman, the
auditorium will seat 220 people, and
the large production spaces will fit 100.
There are also plans to incorporate a
state-of-the-art digital lab and recording studio and offices for artists-inresidence.
Although the completion date has
not yet been determined, the designs
thus far are a culmination of two years
of interdepartmental coordination and
planning.
But Brown officials feel it will be well
worth the wait.
“As far as I know, this is the first
building that will have this degree
of integration of the creative arts,”
Fishman said.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Let me tell you the
story of how I got 30
sorority girls to hate
my guts within 15
minutes.”
Danny Joseph
“Gimme the Pill”
see page 15
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Kate Peck | Feeling Peckish

Munching with Mom,
dining with Dad
Terror in your candy corn

A

terrible

health

hazard

is

sweeping our campus and
endangering

the

lives

of

countless students, right under our very
noses.

Google.com

The data mining techniques employed by Google.com have made some users worry about the security and privacy of their usage information. On
Google’s mail service, for instance, a search program analyzes each message for key words in order to target specialized advertisements to the user.

Think you can hide your Jumbo secrets? Google
knows more about you than you might think
by

Anne Fricker

Daily Editorial Board

What types of information are you willing
to share online? Most college students know
the risks of putting all of their personal information on Facebook.com.
But another service may know more without directly asking.
The massive amount of information
Google, Inc. has collected about its users has
created privacy concerns for some as the
computing giant has expanded over the past
several years. Originally a search engine service, Google has added e-mail, satellite mapping, document storage, personalized Web
applications, desktop searching and other
functions.
But the company’s data-mining practices
— for instance, it uses keyword search software to target ads to its e-mail users based
on the content of their messages — have
led some technology experts to worry, especially after Yahoo!China was subpoenaed by
the Chinese government to provide information that could lead to the whereabouts
of dissident journalists. Yahoo!China complied, resulting in 10 years’ jail time for the
accused.

Many students use Gmail as an alternative
to Tufts Webmail, as Gmail allows for more
server space and has easy search functions.
But for senior Monica Camacho, privacy concerns have led her to use the service selectively. Camacho is taking the political science
course “Terrorism and Counterterrorism.”
For one of her projects, she and a group of
students are working to design their own
fictional terrorist attack.
“We’re not using Google for that,” she
said.
Though Camacho said she typically uses
Gmail because of its high storage capacity,
she changed services for the project.
“We got a separate account with something called HushMail, which encrypts
[e-mails],” she said.
According to Associate Professor of
Computer Science Anselm Blumer, encrypted e-mail is the only way to ensure privacy in
electronic communication.
“Here’s a fact about e-mail that a lot of
people seem to either not know or ignore:
You should treat e-mail like a postcard,”
Blumer said. “A postman can read your postcard; your mom can read your postcard if it
gets sent to your home.”
Mail sealed in envelopes is legally protect-

ed from roving eyes. But e-mail is different,
according to Blumer.
“Whoever is the system administrator can
read your e-mail; as far as I know, there’s
nothing illegal about that,” he said.
He said Google is not unique in this
respect, nor is it hiding its ability to snoop.
“This is not particular to Google,” Blumer
said. “Google is being more or less clear as
to [the fact that] they’re going to read your
e-mail.”
Blumer said people in the Google offices
are not reading e-mail — but their software
is.
“They have software that’s going to scan
the e-mail for certain keywords,” Blumer
said, explaining that the interests gleaned
from those keywords are then used for targeted ads.
“On the one hand, you’re losing your
privacy,” Blumer said. “On the other hand,
maybe you’ll get [advertisements and deals]
that will enable you to save money on things
you wouldn’t have gotten otherwise. From
their point of view, that’s a good thing; from
your point of view, it may not be a good
thing.”
see GOOGLE, page 4

Junior’s blog could win him a jumbo-sized scholarship
For Shane Lavalette, writing online about studio art is more than just a pastime
by

Matt Skibinski

Daily Editorial Board

With Facebook.com, Blogspot.com
and other social Web services becoming ever more popular, publishing
thoughts and ideas online has become
increasingly easy and common. But
for Tufts junior and blogger Shane
Lavalette, who began writing a personal blog several years ago, blogging
has become a true passion — and with
a little luck, it could win him $10,000.
Lavalette, a studio art major, was
one of 20 college bloggers nationwide
chosen to compete for a $10,000 scholarship through CollegeScholarships.
com. An online vote, which closes
Sunday, will determine the winner.
If he wins, it will be the culmination
of the past several years, which he has
spent studying, writing about and critiquing contemporary photography on
his blog, Shanelavalette.com. When he
began the blog, he said, it was one of a
select few that existed in its genre.
“A few years ago there weren’t many

blogs devoted to fine art photography,” Lavalette said. “There’s a number of them now, but I think partly
because I started at a time when there
wasn’t very many, and partly because
I’ve been consistently posting, I have
one of the top numbers of readers
within that niche.”
On the site, which began as a way
for him to post his own work, Lavalette
said he writes about exhibits, critiques
others’ work, and keeps abreast of the
contemporary photography world.
“It started a way for me to post
my own work — it was really just an
archive of what I was doing,” he said.
“And then it just sort of turned around
on itself and became more focused
on what other people are doing in the
contemporary fine art photography
world.”
Now, the site focuses on the work of
other emerging and established photographers, whose work Lavalette will
react to or review. And that formula —
his personal thoughts on the work of
others — has been successful.

“The readership is actually a lot more
people than I expected,” Lavalette
said. “I have readers that are anywhere
from people I know, and students and
friends, to photographers across the
world, or teachers, and gallerists.”
“I’ve made many connections
through that community,” he added.
As an old-timer in the relatively
young field of blogging, Lavalette said
he has seen the blogosphere evolve
since he began writing.
“In general, I’ve seen it become easier and easier to have a blog,” he said.
“Originally it started as a few different platforms created by independent
people, and they were all open-source
so you could take them and put them
on your server and start your own
blog.”
Now, he said, the technology has
become accessible to even casual
Internet users.
“In the past few years a few different blogging companies have sprung
see LAVALETTE, page 4

Alas, it is time for another round of fall
semester midterms. Here we are, slaving away
at our desks as papers, exams and projects
take over our lives. Before we know it, we’ve
exchanged sleep for stress, sanity for a complete loss of normal cognitive functions. But
it isn’t just the graded assignments wearing us
down — it’s the Halloween candy.
Indeed, midterms and the presence of
holiday-themed candy combine to create a
nutritional mixture far worse than parties and
pizza, birthdays and cake, or baseball and
beer.
For many of us, midterms bring the first
grades we will receive for our courses so far
this semester. The overwhelming pressure
brings on a dietary nightmare as the stress
eating begins.
It starts with a few handfuls of Reese’s
Pieces, but it only gets worse. Once we’ve
chained ourselves to our books and computers, we rapidly deplete our supply of Hodgdon
granola bars and pilfered dining hall fruit.
The pressure is on, and we start to question
our ability to make it through this academic
crunch. What if we ruin the hard work by misreading the assignment? What if we do alright
now, but come down with a case of mid-December malaria and bomb the final? What if
the computers in Eaton burst into flames and
the library shuts down for fumigation?
Ah — the humanity! And now, what if my
only solace can be found in the ubiquitous
piles of mixed mini-candy bars to be found all
over campus?
My normal eating habits start to suffer. I’m
so hopped up on sugar, I wish Carmichael
would offer bins of bulk candy á la Jumbo
Express, instead of bins of multi-grain cereals.
I know I should be eating wholesome
“brain food” to power me through marathon
research sessions in Tisch, but why would I do
that when this giant bag of candy corn is so
much more appealing?
Give me sugar — and make it refined. Add
corn syrup, red dye No. 7 and preservatives I
daren’t pronounce. Make it bright and colorful, in crinkly wrappers that fill my tote bags
so that I will struggle to hide them from my
friends and classmates.
I know what you’re thinking: why Halloween
candy — why not Easter candy? The answer is
that Easter appears well away from spring
midterms and often takes the form of a single
chocolate bunny, which is usually beheaded
before we realize it’s nauseating to eat nine
cubic inches of milk chocolate in one sitting.
Once the bunny is consumed, the threat is
gone.
But the pumpkin-shaped chocolates and
Day-Glo Gummy Worms linger — especially
after Halloween. Even without a trick-or-treating expedition, it’s a relatively simple matter
to accrue a substantial candy collection. Your
roommates, classmates and teachers might
bring you what they consider a harmless gift.
Academic departments might leave out a dish
of Smarties or SweeTarts to tempt you.
Little do they know that these seemingly
innocuous goodies have replaced our regular
meals, and fuel us from 10 a.m. until whenever we pass out on top of our laptops.
And what can we do but give in? The monstrous piles of work are no picnic, and soon
enough, we’ll come around and realize there
are food groups beyond Nerds (carbs), Skittles
(fruit), and Snickers (protein).
In the meantime, don’t forget your vitamins. The yummy, cherry-flavored, sugary
Flintstones kind.
Kate Peck is a senior majoring in English. She
can be reached at katherine.peck@tufts.edu.
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Students are unconcerned Lavalette hopes to stay connected to blogging
about Google data mining community after graduating from Tufts
GOOGLE

continued from page 3

Google has stated on its official
blog that the company “takes security very seriously and designs all of
its services and applications to protect your privacy and data security.”
Some privacy watchdog groups,
however, remain unconvinced. An
article on Slate.com argued that
“the value of what Google gathers ...
is simply too alluring to keep away
from the government’s eyes.”
Blumer said the possibility that
the government might gain access
to Google’s extensive informational
records is one of the more troublesome issues for worried users.
“[The] concern might be, what
if someone does something illegal, and Google is subpoenaed to
provide their e-mail records? Then
maybe their privacy policy goes
out the window, and your e-mails
become public,” he said.
“That’s not particular to Google,
but there’s a little more danger of
that with Google, since it has so
many more e-mails that go around
the world,” Blumer added.
Google also controls Google
Maps, Blogger, Froogle, a 411 service
and Google Documents. If users
were to use all of these services,
they would be providing the company with their contacts, credit card
information, home addresses and
other visited destinations, interests,
search results, buying history, voice
and personal documents, among
other things.
Blumer explained that Google
can track and connect all of these
items to a single user by employing
Internet “cookies.”
“Cookies are little pieces of information that the Web site is storing
on your computer so that you can
have a continuous experience as
you go from one side of the site to

another,” he said.
Amazon.com, for example, also
uses cookies to identify users and
make purchases possible, Blumer
explained.
“In the case of Amazon, there’s a
need for [the cookie], because the
checkout procedure needs to know
what books you ordered,” Blumer
said. “If you were to click on three
books as you were about to order
them, and then you deleted your
cookies and then you went to check
out, you’d find that your basket was
empty.”
A site like Google, Blumer said,
does not require cookies to work.
“There’s no need for that,” he said.
Despite Google’s large cache of
information, most students who
used Google found it too convenient to resist. Freshman Alexandra
Calcado, who uses iGoogle — a personalized search page service that
allows users to customize their tools
and information — is continuing to
use the service.
“I’m not willing to stop using
Google stuff just because Google
could give my information to the
government,” she said. “I don’t have
that much interesting information.”
Junior Josh Ensworth, who uses
Tufts Webmail, said the potential for
data mining or lost privacy doesn’t
concern him either.
“I’m not too worried about the
information that I look up on the
Internet getting out there,” he said.
“I can only really see it being
used for marketing purposes, and
I’m fine with that,” Ensworth said.
“I just don’t feel I look up anything
that’s that important ... online.”
Ensworth said that he will probably use Gmail after he graduates
from Tufts.
“I can’t even think of another
place that I would use,” he said.

LAVALETTE

continued from page 3

up, and it makes it a lot easier
to get started. It changes the
whole scene; if you look at
blogging as publishing, it’s
really easy for people to publish themselves online, and
over the past few years it’s just
become easier,” he said.
But while personal blogging may be easy, and practically free aside from the costs
of a computer with Internet
access, it is not a great way
to make money — which is
where the scholarship comes
in.
Lavalette said the money
would help keep him afloat as
he continues to write his blog
and learn about art.
“I think [the money] would
go towards my general education,” Lavalette said. “I’m
thousands of dollars in debt,
so it would be a little relief off
of that.”
The money could also help
Lavalette make a crucial —
and impending — decision
about whether to go abroad.
He applied and was accepted
to a program in Berlin run
by New York University, and
a $10,000 scholarship would
make the trip much more
affordable.
“I’m in a situation now
where I’m trying to go, and
it’s based on about that much
money,” he said. “As of now
I don’t think I’m going to go
because I don’t have enough
money to do it.”
Lavalette said that, regardless of whether he wins, his
experience with blogging has
taught him a lot.
“I think it’s definitely a

Courtesy Shane Lavalette

Junior and studio art major Shane Lavalette has gained a steady
readership writing about contemporary photography on his blog,
Shanelavalette.com, for several years.
crucial part to my education
right now,” he said.
When he graduates, he
hopes to bring that experience with him as he pursues
other opportunities.
“I see myself probably putting my time and energy into
something else once I’m out
of school; maybe something
more tangible, like a magazine,” he said.
And Lavalette said he won’t
forget his roots.
“I think blogging is one of
the most accessible ways to
engage people. So as long as

it stays that way, I’ll probably
at least stay involved with
the blogging community,” he
said.
Lavalette urged students to
consider reading his blog and
to vote for it if they think it’s
worthwhile. He said a link to
the vote page is available on
the blog.
“Anyone who hasn’t taken
the time to read my blog
before, I hope they’ll take the
time to read it,” he said. “I
think they’d see that I’m passionate about what I write
about.”
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THEATER REVIEW

In this two-person play, sex in the ‘City’ is not a good thing
by

Rita Reznikova

Daily Staff Writer

New York playwright Christopher Shinn’s
somewhat risky new work, “Dying City,”
is an innovative look at the realities of the

Dying City
Written by Christopher Shinn
Directed by Daniel Gidron
At the Lyric Stage Company
through November 11th
Tickets $25 to $54
people that soldiers leave behind when
they go to war.
Kelly (played by Jennifer Blood) is a
lonely therapist who lives on her own in
Manhattan and attempts to come to terms
with the death of her husband. Her husband’s gay twin brother, Peter (played by
Chris Thorn), struggles to keep his acting
career afloat while reconciling the grief
caused by the memory of his brother.
When Peter shows up uninvited at Kelly’s
doorstep, their previously colliding personalities attempt to make amends — but will
they be able to reconcile?
The show is not only about grief: It’s a
politicized revelation and study of two very
different characters that share one thing (or
person) in common. Their grieving centers
around Craig, an oddly poetic, misogynic,
temperamental soldier who has been killed
in Iraq, but who leaves behind many questions about the circumstances of his death
and some specifics about his life. Craig,
also played by Thorn, makes appearances
in flashbacks to the year 2004 while present

Lyric Stage Company

“Baby, I didn’t mean it. I love the war in Iraq! NPR was just on for background noise — I swear!”
events take place in 2005.
The balance and chemistry between the
two actors is laudable. A two-person play
rests on proper characterization and interplay, which Blood and Thorn most certainly
pull off. Thorn manages to make the jump
from the über-masculine and often violent
Craig to the effeminate chatterbox and wan-

nabe theater guru that is Craig’s brother. This
transition is often executed in just a matter
of seconds and with a few light changes, but
it’s extremely convincing.
As Kelly, Blood faces a different challenge. Her acting steps up to the character: She is magnificently natural and very
believable. Kelly is a nice girl dedicated to

her career and patients, and at home, she
packs up her memories and stores them
away. When Peter’s visit reveals a darker
side of her late husband, however, Kelly
must deal with the memory of her life with
Craig — which was not always pleasant —
and what his death now means for her.
Blood’s character, unlike Thorn’s, does
not face rapid changes during the show.
Instead, her vision gradually deepens as
the plot moves forward. Kelly becomes
more complex; Pete begins to suffer much
more, and her development is simultaneously heartbreaking and pathetic.
Interestingly, it is Craig, the character
who is not alive, that adds an element
of confusion to the play. Both his wife
and his brother love him, but Craig is a
complex figure. The audience learns about
Craig predominantly through flashbacks.
He behaves aggressively with his wife and
puts Kelly and Peter at odds with each
other. He’s moody, unpredictable and even
melodramatic.
The playwright and director’s intent was
not to make Craig a hero. He was a reluctant soldier and confused man who used
sex and intimidation as a power tool. He
was sarcastic, and he admitted that he did
not love his wife.
Craig’s ultimate reconciliation with himself and his ability to deal with the horrors
that he has seen is presented to the audience in the form of letters read by Peter
— there is no flashback showing Craig
writing them. Throughout the rest of the
show, he is presented incredibly negatively
in his treatment of the other characters,
leaving the viewer with a degree of confusion and skepticism about the praise this
guy receives during the hour prior. Craig’s
see DYING CITY, page 7

MOVIE REVIEW

GALLERY REVIEW

MIT Visual Arts exhibit will
blow your mind and eardrums

‘Reservation’ ruins more than just dinner
by Stephen

Blaker

Daily Staff Writer

Early on in the quietly disturbing film “Reservation Road,”
two fathers’ lives collide in one

Reservation Road
Starring Joaquin Phoenix,
Jennifer Connelly and
Mark Ruffalo
Directed by Terry George

Marian Goodman Gallery, New York

Eija-Liisa Ahtilla’s “The House” (2002) offers three different views of
the same story.
by

Emily De Armas

Contributing Writer

The current exhibit at the MIT
List Visual Arts Center is not a
typical conceptual art exhibit. An

Sounding the Subject:
Selections from the
Pamela and Richard
Kramlich Collection and
New Art Trust
At the Hayden and Reference
Galleries, through Dec. 30
MIT Visiual Arts Center,
Cambridge
617-253-4680
exhibit focusing on sound seems
to have no place in an art gallery

where the focus is obviously and
dutifully ocular, yet “Sounding
the Subject: Selections from the
Pamela and Richard Kramlich
Collection and the New Art
Trust” forces visitors to explore
the connection between sight
and sound.
Pamela and Richard Kramlich
are known for their collection
of contemporary media. The
five video pieces in this exhibit
include works by Eija-Liisa Ahtila,
Stan Douglas, David Hammons,
Nam June Paik and Pipilotti Rist.
Each artist explores and manipulates sound in his or her own way
— some more effectively than
others.
As is the case with most conceptual art, the intended meaning and purpose may not be eassee SOUND, page 7

instance. From that moment on,
their respective paths continue
to cross at the most surprising
of intersections.
The story is one told many
times before: A family loses one
of its members in an accident
and must somehow figure out
how to go on. Instead of continuing in the vein of so many films
before it, “Reservation Road”
includes surprising encounters
between a man who has lost his
son and the man who took him
away.
Josh Learner (played by Sean
Curley) is a precocious cellist,
and his father Ethan (Joaquin
Phoenix),
mother
Grace
(Jennifer Connelly) and younger sister Emma (Elle Fanning)
have all just witnessed his talent
at a recital in their idyllic seaside Connecticut town. Ethan’s
pride emanates from the screen
in the early scenes with his son;
even skipping rocks along the
water is made into an occasion
to celebrate his affection for his
10-year-old child.
Dwight Arno (Mark Ruffalo)
is a father figure on the other
side of the spectrum. Crass and

Focus Features

Is that a caterpillar or just a hideous puffy coat?
uncultured, he is first introduced at a Red Sox game with
his son, die-hard BoSox fan
Lucas (Eddie Alderson).
These introductory scenes
insinuate the dichotomous
contrast between Dwight and
Ethan. Dwight is a small-town
lawyer, divorced from his wife

Ruth (Mira Sorvino) and lacking
any semblance of motivation.
Conversely, Ethan works in the
ivory towers of academia as a
professor and is clearly infatuated with his family.
see ROAD, page 7
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Know Your Constituents and

How to Reach Them
Monday, October 29
5:00 – 7:00 pm
Zamparelli Room, Campus Center

Are you interested in knowing and reaching your
constituents for a project or event on campus? This
workshop looks at learning ways to identify and
understand the needs and concerns of your target
audience.
Cosponsored by Tisch College and the Office of Student Activities

Please RSVP by Sunday, Oct. 28th at - http://ase.tufts.edu/osa
Upcoming workshops include Fundraising/Development, Work in
the Non Profit Sector, Corporate Social Responsibility, and
Immigration
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Tufts Programs
Abroad
Informational Pizza Parties

Tufts in Chile:
Monday, 10/29 at 5:30 pm
Dowling Hall, Room 745B

Tufts in Ghana:
Thursday, 11/1 at 5:30 pm
Dowling Hall, Room 745B

Come learn more about the programs,
eat pizza, meet the Resident Directors,
and talk to program alumni!
http://ase.tufts.edu/studyabroad

Interested in being a mentor, making friends and
becoming a student leader???
… Come learn about being a Resident Assistant!

Î RA INFO SESSIONS Í
This is a chance for you to explore your curiosity about becoming an RA. A Resident Director and current
RA’s will be there to talk about the application process and position.

Info Sessions are scheduled for the following times:
Tuesday October 23 at 7:00pm in South Hall
Wednesday November 7 at 8:00pm in South Hall
Thursday November 15 at 9:00pm in Hill Hall
Thursday November 29 at 9:00pm in Miller Hall
All of the info sessions will cover the same material. You only need to attend one.

RA applications are available in The Office of Residential Life starting on
October 23rd 2007
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Sound takes center stage at newest exhibit in MIT visual arts gallery
SOUND

continued from page 5

ily understood at first glance, or in this
case, both at first glance and at first listen. Fortunately, the wall texts do a fine
job of explaining what is otherwise lost
in confusion and sensory overload.
The opening piece is a short film
by Rist titled “I’m Not The Girl Who
Misses Much” (1986). Sound familiar?
It should, as it is a line from The
Beatles’ song “Happiness is a Warm
Gun.” A blurred woman appears on
screen before a blank background, in
a similar fashion to the instructional
videos one might find at American
Apparel. It is indeed an interesting
short; the tape is fast-forwarded and
her voice becomes a distorted squeaky
idiosyncrasy while she sings the title
phrase of the piece over and over
again. Eventually, Lennon’s sweet voice
takes over, and the visuals transition to

poignant stills and brief moments of
seduction. Unfortunately, the viewer
is left unsatisfied; the song never quite
reaches the chorus and John’s and the
woman’s voices lull into an echo.
Rist’s video is a startling beginning
to this show, not only due to the highpitched sounds, but also because of
the fuzzy visual accompaniment. The
follow-up piece is possibly Paik’s most
well-known work, “TV Buddha” (1989).
This stoic Buddha statue has meditated in several settings under varying
conditions since its first appearance
at a New York opening of Paik’s work.
Buddha sits diligently in the center of
the room as a camera simultaneously
films his contemplation and plays it
back on a television monitor. Although
this piece is an intriguing comment
on the present-past nature of films, it
seems misplaced amongst the rest of
the exhibit, which is more dynamic

and engaging.
Easily the most salient piece in this
show is Ahtila’s “The House/Talo”
(2002). This projection film clearly
demonstrates the focus of the collection. Three large screens fill the space,
each offering a different visual perspective of the same story. The female
protagonist describes the destabilization of her life caused by various
sounds and noises in her world.
Ahtila’s work analyzes how sound
can foster a sense of place and how
distant sounds from other locations
can disrupt the world we occupy. For
example, the sounds of a harbor heard
in a waterfront restaurant can cause
a strange sense of being in more than
one environment at a time. In this
world, the cow that is mooing on the
television program breaks the barrier
of the screen and walks into the living
room, its calls following the narrator

into the kitchen, where it does not
belong. When sounds and their sources
become displaced, the woman’s sense
of self in the film is also compromised.
Despite the emphasized audio component of this art exhibit, it successfully tests and probes the relationship
of what is seen and what is heard, how
viewers respond to visual and aural
cues, and how these senses enhance
the viewer’s understanding of the surroundings. Though alternative and a
bit eccentric, the validity of the intention is not lost on overly complex and
conceptualized ideas as is sometimes
the case with experimental media.
Individually, these particular works
might not resonate with viewers, but as
a whole they offer up unique takes on
what happens when we can see what
we can’t hear or when we can hear
what we can’t see.

‘Dying City’ addresses sorrow,
sex for Iraq soldier’s family
DYING CITY

continued from page 5

eventual reconciliation, then, is
not believable, even if his wife’s
and brother’s stances are.
The show is liberal with its sexual references — too prolific, in fact.
The point was made: These characters objectified sex. They used it
as a gratifying tool and not for love,
but because they needed to feel
power, whether it was over women
or over other men. It’s an important message, but easily understood. Often, when the show tries

to hit home for the shock value, it
ends up seeming crass.
Despite its slower moments,
“Dying City” is an interesting and
challenging look at the meaning of marriage, family and — of
course — sacrifice. It offers good
acting and a tough, realistic and
relevant topic to ponder.
Most importantly, “Dying City”
provides good reason to ask the
ubiquitous “Why?” to the challenges posed by complex family
relationships and the choice to go
to war.

Two father figures tragically
collide in ‘Reservation Road’
ROAD

continued from page 5

Navigating twisted back roads
in the dead of night, Dwight
drives toward Ruth’s house after
the game. Meanwhile, Ethan and
his family stop for gas on their
way home from Josh’s cello recital. As Josh lets fireflies out of a
jar alongside the road, Dwight
swerves around a curve and,
while trying to answer his cell
phone, plows into Josh.

The story is one told
many times before:
A family loses one of
its members through
an accident and must
somehow figure out
how to on. Instead of
continuing in the vein
of so many films before
it, “Reservation Road”
includes surprising
encounters between a
man who has lost his
son and the man who
took him away.
Director Terry George, known
for his work on “Hotel Rwanda”
(2004), masterfully shot this
scene, shocking the audience
while keeping gratuitous blood
and gore to a minimum. Dwight
slows down and almost comes
to a standstill as Ethan runs over
to his son’s mangled body. While
Ethan screams at Dwight’s car,
Dwight speeds away into the
night.
This one encounter on
Reservation Road drives the film
to its emotional climax. Dwight’s

life is filled with fear, as the police
begin to make headway in the
investigation to find Josh’s killer.
He abandons his car for a rental,
afraid that the vehicle will tie him
to the crime. Dwight’s son Lucas
eventually makes the connection
between the night the two drove
home from a Red Sox game and
the night of Josh’s death. Dwight
tenses up and denies the link.
Ethan’s obsession with finding Josh’s killer leads him on a
sordid trail of avenging the crime
himself. He begins to frequent
Internet chat rooms while the
case languishes in the town’s
police department. There, he
makes an unnamed friend in
another parent of a murdered
child who convinces him to seek
his own justice outside of the
court system.
Connelly is terrifically convincing as a troubled housewife,
blaming herself for her son’s
death and her husband’s fixation.
In a particularly moving scene,
Ethan arrives home to see men
taking Josh’s personal possessions from the family’s home. He
bounds up the stairs where his
wife awaits and the two throw
emotional bombs at each other
as they argue over what to do
with their dead son’s possessions.
The film’s subtle yet effective
navigation of the labyrinth of
plot twists is its greatest strength.
While Sorvino is underused in
her role as Dwight’s ex-wife, the
script offers both Ruffalo and
Phoenix opportunities to shine
as the film’s leading men.
George deftly encompasses the stories of both families
equally through a series of quick
cuts contrasting the two patriarchs. These juxtapositions serve
the film’s core of variations on
the theme of personal justice,
but at movie’s end, the question
remains: Is “an eye for an eye”
ever really justified?

Luxury Condos Only Steps Away From Campus

Two condos located on a quiet street, but close to campus, Davis Sq. and public
transportation.
Interior exemplifies posh urban living with the best in style and design.
Features sleek euro style kitchens, gleaming hardwood floors, modern bathrooms, and
high ceilings. Both units also have central air conditioning.
Both units have great layouts with lots of natural light. Unit #1 includes 5 rooms/2
bedrooms. Unit #2 is a 9 room/5 bedroom/ 2 bathroom unit. This was previously rented
for over $3000 per month. Lots of space, and perfect for entertaining. Both units also
feature parking, porches, and a shared back yard.
For more information, please contact listing broker, Mike Cohen at (617) 852-1160.
Century 21 Commonwealth: 205 Holland Street, Somerville, MA 02144

Our idea of a study break.

College Students

Get 15% OFF full-price items.
Must show valid college ID. Restrictions apply; visit store for details.

Harvard Square
1 Brattle Square
Second Floor
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Deck yourself out in workout wear that’s functional and fashionable
by

Margaret Slaby

McClatchy Newspapers

So you’re determined to abandon your couch-potato ways and
have joined a gym. But now, trying
to decide what to wear to your
workout sends your heart rate
soaring faster than sprinting for 30
seconds on a stairmaster.
Not to worry; we’ve got you covered.
Workout wear has come a long
way since the days of plain cotton sweatpants and T-shirts. These
days, there’s plenty of apparel out
there that’s comfortable, functional
and fashionable — clothes that will
have you looking, and feeling, like
a pro. Just remember two words:
moisture management.
“It’s all about dri-fit. It’s very
popular,” says Allison Reeves,
an apparel associate at Sports
Authority in River Park shopping
center in the Fresno, Calif., area.
Dri-fit apparel is designed with
a moisture-transport system that
wicks perspiration away from the
skin and to the garment’s outer
layer, keeping body temperature
consistent, says Brian Constantino,
assistant manager at Big 5 Sporting
Goods in Fresno. The fabric typically is a blend of several fibers,
including polyester and spandex.
Tops, tights, shorts, socks and
sports bras all come with moisturemanagement technology.
A good pair of shoes also is a
necessity when heading to the
gym. “Don’t pick a shoe because
it looks good. Go with what feels
good,” says Aaron Samansky, who
owns Sierra Running Company at
Fort Washington and Friant roads
in Fresno. The store sells a large
line of shoes, apparel and accessories for runners, walkers, tri-athletes and gym-goers.
“If you don’t get the right shoes,”
he says, “your feet are going to hurt

and then other things will start
hurting and you’ll get injured and
stop exercising.”
Sierra provides a free gait analysis for its customers. This takes
about 20 minutes and reveals stride
biomechanics. About 80 percent of
people need a stability shoe, store
manager Kyle Cirrincione says;
these are for people with a medium
arch who need a little extra support. The other 20 percent require
either a motion control or neutral shoe. A motion control shoe is
for someone with a flat foot who
needs the most arch support. A
neutral shoe is for someone with a
high arch who doesn’t require additional support. Cirrincione says the
most popular brands at Sierra are
Asics, Brooks and Mizuno, which
average about $100.
Michael Schielke, a sales representative at Big 5 Sporting Goods in
Fresno, recommends New Balance
or Asics ($39-$79.) for a nothingfancy, mid-line gym shoe. “All of
them are lightweight. They’re kind
of like an all-purpose shoe,” he
says.
And don’t forget the socks, says
Steve Moua, footwear associate at
Sports Authority. These also are
available in dri-fit, and many come
with reinforced heels, toes and toe
footstrike cushioning.
There also some nifty accessories out there that will help amp up
your gym workouts, including the
iPod and a heart-rate monitor.
“A heart-rate monitor is the most
effective way of telling you how
your body is doing,” Cirrincione
says. “They’re also a good motivator to get you out there, and they
give you a good way to analyze and
track the way you’re working out.”
Tops
Under Armour compression
shirts (about $24 and up) that mold
to the body are hot sellers. Black,

Bottoms
The Under Armour trend continues with compression shorts
(about $25) in black, white and
navy blue as popular items. These
usually are worn under a second
pair of shorts in black, white and
navy.
For women, Under Armour and
Nike compression tights ($25-$40)
are trendy. And long, basketballstyle shorts in various colors are
hot for guys ($20 and up).
Socks
No-show performance socks in
black and white ($10 and up) are
most popular. Polyester, nylon and
spandex blends helps keep feet dry
and cool.
Shoes
Nike+ ($85-$120) are hot. They
have pockets under the insole for
a wireless sensor that sends data
such as time, distance, pace and
calories burned to a receiver on
your iPod Nano. A Nike+ iPod Sport
Kit ($30) allows you to transfer your
workout data to iTunes and nikeplus.com to evaluate performance
history, set goals and challenge
others to a virtual race.
When buying shoes, look for
mesh uppers, which allow feet to
breathe, and gel-, air- or foamcushion technology for support
and comfort.

MCT

Training at the right intensity is key to reaching fitness goals, and a heartrate monitor ($50 and up) can help. The most common types have a
“watch” and a transmitter chest strap worn against the skin.
And, for women, a sports bra
white and navy blue are popular
that offers comfort and support is
colors.
For those looking for tops less a must. Under Armour, Nike and
clingy, there are looser-fitting tees Champion are common brands;
and tanks in various brands; prices prices usually run $20-$35.
start around $20. Pink is hot.

iPods
Tune out distractions with the
iPod Shuffle and iPod Nano. iPods
are more popular than MP3 players because they’re smaller. The
minuscule 1-gigabyte iPod Shuffle,
which holds up to 240 songs, costs
about $80 and clips to clothing. A
4-gigabyte iPod Nano (up to 1,000
songs) costs about $150. Many
gym-goers strap iPods to their
waists or upper arms. Cases cost
$20-$40.

Conflicts over sex and religion
shake Tom Perrotta’s latest satire
by

Connie Ogle

McClatchy Newspapers

Winter Recess Housing begins December
21, 2007 at 12 p.m. and ends at 9 a.m. on
January 14, 2008. International students
who live outside the U.S. and will not be
going home are eligible to apply.
Applications are available on line at
http://ase.tufts.edu/reslife or at the
Office of Residential Life and Learning
located in South hall.
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 9:00 am – 8:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
reslife@tufts.edu

Over the course of five novels and a
collection of short stories, Tom Perrotta
has laid claim to the prime real estate
of upwardly mobile suburbia, hilariously probing its leafy, soccer-obsessed,
McMansion-lined streets. No component
of life here is safe; crime watches are as
ripe for satire as is social one-upmanship.
Perrotta has skewered politics, parenting,
the educational system, marriage and sex,
the sacred cows of family life unspared by
his sardonic insight and incisive humor.
“The Abstinence Teacher” is not a sequel
to “Little Children,” his previous novel,
which was made into an Oscar-nominated
film by Todd Field, with a screenplay cowritten by its author, but it’s a logical
follow-up to Perrotta’s exploration of the
culture wars as they play out with surprising ferocity in parks and schools. “Little
Children” introduced two adulterers who
conduct an affair as their hometown panics over the return of a sex offender. “The
Abstinence Teacher” further stirs the mix
by introducing evangelical Christianity and
its effects on a similar community.
Sex is also a big part of the discussion,
and that’s as it should be according to Ruth
Ramsey, a divorced mother of two and the
high-school Health & Family Life teacher in
Stonewood Heights. Ruth — who “used to
joke, in simpler times, that the entire ninth
grade Sex Ed curriculum could be reduced
to three words: “Condoms, Condoms,
Condoms!” — is in trouble with the school
board after a casual comment in class about
oral sex: “Some people like it.” A student’s
parents, members of The Tabernacle of the
Gospel Truth, threaten a lawsuit, and the Sex
Ed curriculum is quickly revamped as Wise
Choices for Teens, an abstinence program
complete with a Virginity Counselor and
what Ruth considers “shameless fear mongering, backed up by half-truths and bogus
examples and inflammatory rhetoric.”

It would be easy enough for Perrotta
to stop there and take aim at evangelical pushiness and hypocrisy and the
documented ineffectiveness of chastity
courses, but he is not content to push an
agenda. The novel devotes equal narrative time to the problems of Tabernacle
member Tim Mason, divorced dad, former addict and coach of a girls’ soccer
team that includes Ruth’s daughter. Like
Ruth, Tim is in a bit of trouble after a
spontaneous outburst: In the wake of
a particularly intense soccer match, he
leads his team in a prayer of thanks, only
to be confronted by a furious Ruth. Her
complaint to the soccer league about his
behavior could cost him his coaching
job. If his disapproving ex-wife, who has
legally banned him from including their
daughter in Tabernacle activities, finds
out about his public prayer, she may well
overhaul the custody arrangement.
“The Abstinence Teacher” bounces
between Ruth and Tim and tugs effectively at our warring views on morality
and our foolish insistence on its absolutes.
Perrotta challenges perceptions in unexpected ways; even the most liberal reader
may be shocked by the revelation that one
of Ruth’s gay friends was molested by a
priest at 13. She is shocked, but he shrugs it
off, unfazed. “I did enjoy it, and I certainly
volunteered for more.”
Perrotta’s greatest weapon is irony, and
he brandishes it with flair and wit. Despite
fealty to their respective belief systems,
neither Ruth nor Tim is satisfied with their
lives. Ruth the sex-ed teacher is celibate
and not by choice. Religious Tim, having abandoned drinking, drugs and the
Grateful Dead, is remarried to “the ideal
Christian wife — modest, affectionate, sincerely devoted to his happiness,” but his
marriage is growing strained, endangered
by daydreams about his ex and a nagging
suspicion that he has made a poor decision
despite the counsel of The Tabernacle’s
devoted Pastor Dennis.
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THIS IS THE SPOT ...
... where we’d like to have a Photo of the Week contest.
(You may have noticed, though, that it’s blank.)
So whether you’re an amateur photographer or a seasoned shutterbug, send
your favorite pics to:
dailyarts@gmail.com
If selected, your photo will be showcased in the next Weekender section.

Write to Us!

Send an Op-Ed of 800 to 1,200 words in length to oped@tuftsdaily.com and/or a Letter
to the Editor at
letters@tuftsdaily.com
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TUFTS RUGBY
PHOTOS BY JO DUARA AND REBEKAH SOKOL
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Doonesbury

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Outcoaching Bill Belichick

Late Night at the Daily
Solution to Thursday's puzzle

Bloom: “Why did the golfer wear two pairs of pants when he went
golfing?”
[Puzzled looks, edge-of-your-seat anticipation]
Bloom: “In case he got a hole-in-one! Huh? Huh?”
[Polite laughter]
Bloom: “Oh, you try to be funny at 1:30 a.m.”

by

Wiley
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Event

Housing

Sun Splash Tours
Spring Break 08 Lowest Prices:
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco. Free
Meals & Drinks. Book by Nov.
1
Hiring Reps. Free Travel &
Cash. Exciting new destinations.
Costa Rica, Europe, Punta Cana.
www.sunsplashtours.com 1-800426-7710

Housing

Apartments Available
From June 1, 2008 to May 30,
2009. Off street parking. Washersdryers. Dishwashers. Please call
Donny at 781-396-0303
Three and Four Bedroom
Apartments
Available for next school year. June
1st 2008 to may 30th 2009. Rent
early and get your choice. 617-4486233.

Historic House for Sale
Historic House for Sale. Perfect for
Professor or student group. Own
a piece of Medford History. Live
in the Historic Litchfield House.
Minutes from campus. Beatiful
3 bedroom townhouse. Plenty
of deeded parking. $475,000.
Check it out on the web at www.
litchfieldhouse.com or call 617828-0517.
Great 6 and 7 Bedroom
Apartments.
Almost on campus. Great locations. These will be gone. Quickly
June 1st 2008 to May 30th 2009.

Bob Bartlett
3 bedroom Ossipee Road, 4 bedroom Teel Ave, 4 and 5 bedroom
Whitfield Road. June 1, 2008
- May 31, 2009. Call Bob 509887-1010.
3,4,5,6,7 Bedrooms
Rent now for next school year.
June 1st 2008 to May 30th 2009.
Get your choice, very convenient
to school. Rent now while you
can. YOu can peruse apartments
at gkalos.com/appartment or call
617-448-6233

Jumbos will
benefit from
weekend off
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
continued from page 14

know how long you can stretch
your kick,” Farwell said
The Jumbos should also be in
good shape physically, since they
took last weekend off from competition in order to prepare for the
upcoming championship race.

“We’ve definitely been
keeping it at the same
intensity. We’ve gotten two good weeks of
training in, and we’re
definitely going to do
well this weekend, so
we’re all looking forward to it.”
Katy O’Brien
Senior Tri-Captain
“We worked through and had
two hard workouts instead of just
one,” Loftus said. “It allowed us to
have a weekend to get rested up
and ready for NESCACs without
having to get on a 7 a.m. bus.”
“We’ve definitely been keeping
it at the same intensity,” O’Brien
said. “We’ve gotten two good weeks
of training in, and we’re definitely
going to do well this weekend, so
we’re all looking forward to it.”
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Housing

Housing

4 Bedroom Apartments Available
June 1st, 2008
Spacious 1st floor 4 bedroom with
large closets, 2 full bathrooms and
finished basement. Excellent condition, off Capen St., 7 min walk to
Tufts campus. Large front porch,
living room, modern kitchen, dishwasher, refrigerator, hardwood
floors, tiled baths and kitchen, nice
large deck and backyard. 1 driveway spot plus off street parking
available. Free washer and dryer
in basement, one car driveway.
$2100/mo, not including utilities.
Call Carole at 781-391-1898 or
email: carole.lubin@tufts.edu

email carole.lubin@tufts.edu

9/1/08 781-249-1677

Maria Apartment for Rent
4 Bedroom Apt. Newly Renovated
on Ossipee Rd. Available June 1st
2008. Call Maria for more information at 781-942-7625

Server and Hostess Needed
Tryst Restaurant located at 689
Mass Avenue in Arlington is looking for a host/hostess evenings
only. If you have a great personality and would like to join our team
please forward your resume to
paul@trystrestaurant.com or call
781 641-2227

6 Bedroom Apartment Available
June 1st, 2008
Bright and spacious 2nd and 3rd
floor 6 bedroom with lge closets,
2 bathrooms. Excellent condition,
off Capen St., 7-8 min walk to Tufts
campus. Large front porch, living
room, large kitchen with island,
new windows, dishwasher, refrigerator, hardwood floors, tiled baths
and kitchen, deck and backyard, 1
driveway spot. Free in-unit washer
and dryer. Gas heat with new furnace. $3600 per month plus utilities. Call Carole at 781-391-1898 or

Services

Bella Lincoln Apt. for Rent
Wooded privacy and serenity. 1 ½
room country cottage. 5 minutes
to T and commuter train. Landlord
pays snow removal/ground care.
No pets. No smoking. $875 +utilities. 781-259-0884.
John Oneill Across from
Professors Row
Two 6 Bedroom Apts. Each has
living room, hardwood floors
throughout. C.T. eat-in-kitchen.
dishwasher, refridgerator, washer,
dryer, 2 baths, front and rear
porches and 4 car off street
parking. For each apt $4500/mo
Includes heat and hot water. Avail

-

Ms. Hopes Palm and Card
Reading Psychic Readings by
Ms. Hope
All types of psychic readings.
Specializing in Palm & Tarot,
Crystal Ball and ESP readings.
Available for parties, social gatherings and house calls. I will make
time to talk about your future. 186
Harvard St. 781 391 3903.

Grassroots Campaigns
Activism Campaign Jobs With the
ACLU.
$1400 - $2200/month.
Work to restore our rights, stop
government spying on U.S.
Citizens, and put an end to illegal
torture and detention.
FT/PT/Career.
Call Alex 617-338-7882.

Broadway Dry Cleaning and
Laundry
Broadway Dry Cleaning and

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Jumbos to run familiar course for NESCACs

Tufts looks to
improve upon
recent history

MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
continued from page 15

That allows us to pack up
during the race, and instead
of running as individuals,
we’re running as a group of
five. The longer we can stick
together, the better, because
we can push each other on.”
Along with Sorensen, Welch
and Pallotta, the Jumbos will
be looking for major contributions from sophomore
Jesse Faller and senior tricaptain Chris Kantos, who
has been injured for most of
the year. Because of Kantos’
injury, the team has not had
many chances to race with
its top five intact.
This weekend will mark
only the second time this
season that the Jumbos will
race at full strength. As a
result, the team expects
NESCACs to be one of its
strongest races of the year.
“We haven’t had a race
where we’ve all been in it
and all ran to our potential,”
Welch said. “We know what
we’re capable of. We think we
can go out there and surprise
people, and at the end of the
day the only guys who aren’t
going be surprised are going
to be on our bus.
“Our top five can run with
any top five in our region,” he
continued. “It’s going to be
tight for the top six teams, so
it comes down to every man
in the last mile. But I think
we’re as capable as anyone.”

Laundry 736 Broadway,
Somerville Wash Dry Fold
Services Dry Cleaning/ Alterations
Very Reasonable Rate (617) 6257530

MEN’S SOCCER

continued from page 16

Botwinick said.
“It would mean a lot to the
seniors to advance past the first
round after the disappointing
losses each of the past three
years,” said sophomore goalie Pat
Tonelli, who will be playing for
the injured junior David McKeon
this weekend.
The 2007 edition of the men’s
soccer team features a good mix of
young players and seasoned veterans. Yet at this point in the season,
the players insist that labels get
thrown out the window.
“It’s no longer about who’s got
potential,” Bedig said. “It’s now
about who’s going to play the
best on a certain day.”
And part of that will have to do
with physicality on the field, as
the sense of urgency often lends
itself to a noticeable increase in
physical play.
“At the end of the season, when
the playoffs are in sight, the tendency is for things to get more
physical,” DeGregorio said. “The
referees allow for more shoulder
-to-shoulder contact.”
There’s no question about it
— the Jumbos are prepared for
the style of play in the NESCAC
Tournament. The only question
left is whether they’ll be around
to show it.

courtesy EliteRunning.com

Sophomore Jesse Faller was one of three Jumbos in the top 10 when
the men’s cross country team traveled to Williams for the Plansky
Invitational two weeks ago.

StatISTICS | Standings
Field Hockey

Women's Soccer

(10-3, 6-2 NESCAC)
NESCAC

W
8
Bowdoin
Middlebury 6
6
Tufts
4
Amherst
4
Trinity
4
Williams
Wesleyan 3
2
Bates
Conn. Coll. 2
1
Colby

L
0
2
2
4
4
4
5
6
6
7

OVERALL

W
13
10
10
8
8
7
7
5
6
4

L
0
3
3
5
4
6
6
7
7
9

W
Williams
8
Amherst
5
Tufts
6
Bowdoin
5
Middlebury 4
Trinity
4
Conn. Coll 2
Wesleyan 2
Colby
0
Bates
0

Pts
28
15
9
9
8
8
6
6
5
2

C. Cadigan
M. Furtek
L. Fedore
A. Maxwell
R. Abbott
F. Gamal
G.DeGregorio
S. Nolet
S. Raley
J. Jamison

G
I. Casellas-Katz 13
B. Holiday
7
M. Kelly
3
M. Scholtes
0
A. Russo
4
T. Jasinski
2
T. Brown
3
M. Kutcher
2
J. Perkins
2
J. Williamson
1

A
2
1
3
9
0
4
0
2
1
0

Goalkeeping GA
K. Hyder
11

S S%
46 .807

L
0
1
2
3
3
3
5
5
6
8

T
0
2
0
0
1
1
1
1
2
0

W
13
5
10
10
8
6
5
3
4
3

G A
13 4
3 4
3 3
2 5
1 2
0 4
1 0
1 0
1 2
1 1

L
0
4
3
3
3
4
7
9
6
10

(15-12, 4-3 NESCAC)

(4-7-1, 2-5-1 NESCAC)

NESCAC OVERALL

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0

Volleyball

Men's Soccer

(10-3-0, 6-2-0 NESCAC)
T
0
4
0
0
2
3
1
1
3
0

Pts
30
10
9
9
4
4
2
2
2
2

Goalkeeping GA S S%
K. Minnehan 9 37 .804

NESCAC

W
Amherst
7
Middlebury 7
Williams
6
Wesleyan
5
Bowdoin
4
Trinity
4
Tufts
2
Colby
1
Conn. Coll 0
Bates
0
G. O’Connell
A. Lach
K. Anglin
P. DeGregorio
D. Jozwiak
N. Muakkassa
A. Botwinick
D. Schoening
B. Duker
M. Maloney

L
1
1
2
3
3
4
5
5
5
7
G
5
4
2
2
2
1
1
0
0
0

T
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
2
3
1

OVERALL

W
12
11
9
9
9
8
5
6
2
4
A
1
1
3
2
0
2
2
2
1
1

L
1
2
3
4
3
5
7
5
8
8

T
0
0
1
0
1
0
1
2
3
1

Pts
11
9
7
6
4
4
4
2
1
1

Goalkeeping GA Svs Sv%
D. McKeon
12 57 .826

Football

N.E. Div. III Football
(Oct. 22, 2007)

(4-1 NESCAC)

NESCAC OVERALL

W
Amherst
7
Williams
6
Conn. Coll. 5
Middlebury 5
Tufts
5
Wesleyan
4
Trinity
3
Hamilton
2
Bowdoin
2
Colby
2
Bates
0
Offensive
D. Joyce-Mendive
K. Wysham
B. Helgeson
C. Updike
S. Filocco
K. Denniston
N. Shrodes
Defensive
N. Goldstein
D. Feiger
D. Joyce-Mendive
S. Filocco
C. Updike
K. Wysham
K. Denniston

L
1
1
2
2
3
3
4
5
6
6
8

W
23
15
17
15
16
15
17
9
16
12
7

Kills
204
223
187
198
173
136
73
B
0
23
10
22
15
139
53

L
3
9
6
10
12
6
8
18
13
20
22
SA
18
20
0
28
14
0
2
Digs
500
224
191
236
190
74
21

W
4
Amherst
Middlebury 4
4
Trinity
4
Tufts
3
Wesleyan
3
Williams
2
Hamilton
1
Bowdoin
0
Bates
0
Colby
Rushing
Att
W. Forde
78
C. Guild
41
B. Ricketson 33
Passing
Pct
M. Russo 53.0
Receiving No
D. Halas
25
A. Adhanom 13

L
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
4
5
5

PF
126
119
172
109
93
149
66
77
67
27

Yds
199
197
161
Yds
869
Yds
367
108

PA
47
56
76
84
96
135
93
142
144
132

Avg TD
2.6 5
4.8 1
4.9 1
TD Int
7
6
Avg TD
14.7 2
8.3 0

Defense
Tack Int Sack
A. Henke
33
0
0
T. Tassinari
33
4
0
T. Reynoso 32
0
1
S. Albertine 28
0
3

Points (first-place votes)
1. Curry, 148 (13)
2. Trinity, 119 (2)
3. Coast Guard, 112
4. Middlebury, 91
5. Tufts, 83
6. Amherst, 81
7. Plymouth State, 78
8. Williams, 40
9. Maine Maritime, 18
10. WPI, 17

N.E. Div. III
Women’s XC

(Oct. 22, 2007)
Points (first-place votes)
1. Amherst, 80 (8)
2. Williams, 72
3. Bowdoin, 61
4. MIT, 58
5. Middlebury, 49
6. Tufts, 37
7. Trinity, 27
8. Keene State, 23
9. Colby, 22
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Women’s Cross Country

Tufts hopes to halt two-game Jumbos down
Jumbos to face Amherst,
NESCAC slide this weekend Ephs again
WOMEN’S SOCCER
continued from page 16

chances up front,” Furtek said.
“In the midfield, we need to
do a better job of getting back
and marking and transitioning together. Williams moved
the ball really well and just
caught us out of position a few
times.”
Despite the recent troubles,
Tufts has had an impressive
regular season. The team has
compiled a 10-3 overall record
and will certainly be one of
the teams to beat in this year’s
tournament.

“I think we have definitely grown more comfortable
with each other,” Emery said.
“Offensively, we are getting a
lot of quality shots, we are
transitioning well through the
midfield, and we understand
and cover for each other on
defense.”
While the Jumbos are certainly looking forward to the
start of playoff season Sunday,
they are careful not to get
ahead of themselves.
“We are trying not to look
too far ahead and take it one
game at a time,” Emery said.

Williams at NESCACs

FIELD HOCKEY

continued from page 16

ly important.”
But a potential trip to the NCAA
Tournament is still in the distant
future. Until then, Tufts will focus
on capping off arguably its greatest
regular season in recent memory
with its first-ever NESCAC title.
“Even the way I’ve coached the
girls, I’ve tried to simplify what
we’re doing, focus on each individual play,” McDavitt said. “That’s the
same way I’m approaching the end
of the season: focus on just each
game. We’re really just trying to take
things as they come.”

Evening, Day & Residential Programs for the
Treatment of Adults Suffering from Anorexia and
Bulimia Nervosa
Comprehensive, discrete, home-like treatment centers offering evening, day & residential
programs with locations in West Medford and West Somerville Massachusetts. Our
programs are designed exclusively for adults and are tailored to meet the unique needs of
those we serve. We work in collaboration with the outpatient treatment teams and families
prior to and throughout the course of treatment.

We are conveniently located minutes from downtown Boston, Davis Square &
Harvard Square. We accept most insurance plans. JCAHO Accredited. Please call
Linda McDonald, Director of Admissions @ (781) 393-0559 for more information or
visit our website at www.laurelhillinn.com .

by

Carly Helfand

Daily Editorial Board

There aren’t too many
teams out there who can say
that last year’s NCAA Div. III
Championship results looked
like a rematch of their conference championships.
At last year’s NESCAC
Championships, the women’s
cross country team managed a
second-place showing, placing
just five points behind Amherst
and beating out Williams and
Middlebury, who came in third
and fourth respectively. Two
weeks later, all four teams finished within the top eight at
Nationals with the Panthers edging the Lord Jeffs by one point to
take the title.
Top national rankings have
become the norm for the NESCAC,
and this year is no exception.
Heading into this weekend’s
NESCAC Championships in
Williamstown, Amherst (No. 1),
Williams (No. 5), Bowdoin (No.
18), Middlebury (No. 20) and
Tufts (No. 34) all rank within the
top 35 teams in the country.
With such stiff competition,
Tufts will need to be at its best
come race time, especially if it
hopes to upset some of its highlyranked opponents. With so many
capable teams at the top, not
even the Lord Jeffs are safe.
“We’re just excited to test ourselves,” said Pete Farwell, coach
of the host Ephs. “I’m always
pretty sure we’re going to do well,
but we don’t know exactly in relation to other teams.”
Luckily for the Jumbos, the
team will be riding the momentum from its last competition, a
team victory at Oct. 13’s Plansky
Invitational in which senior tricaptains Katy O’Brien and Cat
Beck and freshman Stephanie
McNamara locked up the top
three spots in the race. With their
No. 1 through 3 runners in place,
the Jumbos will look to the rest
of their top seven to keep them
competitive.
“Ideally, we’ll finish in the
top three, which means beating
Bowdoin and Middlebury who
have beaten us in the last couple
meets,” coach Kristen Morwick
said. “I think we’re strong enough
to do that. On a really good day,
we could challenge Williams for
second, on a good day we could
be third, and if we’re just average
or racing how we have been, we
could be fourth or fifth.
“A lot will depend on how well

courtesy EliteRunning.com

Senior tri-captain Katy O’Brien
has finished first in three races
this season.
our middle pack runs,” Morwick
continued. “The top three are
really competitive, and then it’s a
matter of getting that next group
sort of up there.”
Over the last two weeks, the
Jumbos have been working to do
just that, keeping a prominent
focus on group running during
practices.
“With our workouts, we’ve
really focused on staying together,” freshman Christy Loftus said.
“We have a different girl lead
each interval, and then everyone
tries to stay with each other.”
“It just first of all helps your
team because you have people
to run with that you train with,”
Morwick said. “It’s also pretty
intimidating to the other teams
to see a pack of Tufts people
instead of just one or a bunch of
people strung out. It’s a big competitive tactic, but it’s also a good
strategy in terms of helping your
own teammates.”
Tufts was also fortunate to
get an advanced look at most
of the course at the Plansky
Invitational, which was also held
in Williamstown.
“It’s a pretty challenging
course,” Morwick said. “It’s got
one pretty significant hill in the
last mile. It’s on grass and trails,
and it’s rolling hills — it’s a true
cross country course, so it should
be good.”
“If you’re familiar with the
course, you know where to push
and where to hold back, and you
see WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY, page 13

Editors' Challenge | Week 8
The season's over by Week 8? Seriously?
Editors’ Challenge is turning into the AFC East.
Liz "Luckbox" Hoffman has skyrocketed even higher into first place, embarrassing the rest
of the field with a 12-2 week and taking a seven- (yes, you read that right, seven) game lead.
Despite her consistently inexplicably weird picks, she has baffled her nearest competitors with her
71-win season.
Alex "Larry" Bloom, Ethan "Curly" Landy, Evans "Moe" Clinchy and Tim "Shemp" Judson
all look like bumbling fools at seven games back. Meanwhile, Ross "A-Pet" Marrinson is just two
games behind their pace -- imagine what he'd do in the starting lineup.
OVERALL RECORD
LAST WEEK

Liz
71-32
12-2

Detroit at Chicago
Oakland at Tennessee
Cleveland at St. Louis
Philadelphia at Minnesota
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati
Indianapolis at Carolina
Houston at San Diego
New Orleans at San Francisco
Buffalo at NY Jets
Jacksonville at Tampa Bay
Washington at New England
NY Giants at Miami
Green Bay at Denver

Chicago
Tennessee
St. Louis
Minnesota
Cincinnati
Indianapolis
San Diego
New Orleans
Buffalo
Tampa Bay
New England
NY Giants
Green Bay

Alex
64-39
9-5

Ethan
64-39
8-6

Chicago
Detroit
Tennessee
Tennessee
Cleveland
Cleveland
Philadelphia
Minnesota
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
San Diego
San Diego
New Orleans New Orleans
Buffalo
Buffalo
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
New England New England
NY Giants
NY Giants
Denver
Denver

And then ... there's the usual bottom three. At this point, we're running out of jokes. Say all
you want about gender stereotypes, but girls just don't know football. Sorry, it's true.
Rachel "I Wanna Hold Your Hand" Dolin is having A Hard Day's Night in seventh place, and
it's only going to get worse now that she's stopped copying Clinchy's picks. Sapna "Stalker"
Bansil went 10-4 last week, but is still tied with Dolin. Carly "Still Confused in the Head" Helfand
is an unprecedented 15 games out of first place. Making fun of her isn't even fun anymore. Let's
just move on.
Alum Andrew "ShmuDogga" Silver returns to his Daily roots for a week, taking a break from
his busy life as a Washington paralegal to offer his guest picks.

Evans
64-39
9-5

Tim
64-39
11-3

Ross
62-41
9-5

Rachel
61-42
9-5

Sapna
61-42
10-4

Carly
56-47
9-5

GUEST
Andrew Silver

Chicago
Tennessee
Cleveland
Minnesota
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
San Diego
San Francisco
Buffalo
Jacksonville
New England
NY Giants
Green Bay

Chicago
Tennessee
Cleveland
Minnesota
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
San Diego
New Orleans
Buffalo
Tampa Bay
New England
NY Giants
Denver

Chicago
Tennessee
St. Louis
Minnesota
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
San Diego
New Orleans
Buffalo
Tampa Bay
New England
NY Giants
Denver

Chicago
Tennessee
St. Louis
Minnesota
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
San Diego
New Orleans
Buffalo
Jacksonville
New England
NY Giants
Denver

Chicago
Tennessee
St. Louis
Minnesota
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
Houston
New Orleans
Buffalo
Tampa Bay
New England
NY Giants
Denver

Chicago
Tennessee
Cleveland
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
San Diego
New Orleans
Buffalo
Tampa Bay
New England
NY Giants
Denver

Chicago
Tennessee
St. Louis
Minnesota
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
San Diego
New Orleans
Buffalo
Jacksonville
New England
NY Giants
Green Bay
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Football

Danny Joseph | Gimme The Pill

Must-win game lies ahead for 4-1 Jumbos
Amherst comes into town
looking to break NESCAC tie
by

Evans Clinchy

Daily Editorial Board

A week ago, the football team was undefeated, on top of the NESCAC all alone, and
looking to pull away. Now, after a rude awakening from their 8-0 dream, the Jumbos are
just trying to stay in the hunt.
At 4-1 following an ugly loss to Williams,
Tufts finds itself in the middle of a playoff picture that couldn’t be more muddled.
Middlebury, which started 3-0 before losing
in Week 4, is now 4-1 as well, and the Trinity
Bantams, victims of a Jumbo upset that same
week, are back at 4-1 themselves. Suddenly,
the three teams are mired in a four-way tie for
first place.
The fourth team is the Amherst Lord Jeffs,
who come to Zimman Field tomorrow in a
must-win game for both teams. Meanwhile,
the Bantams play at Middlebury. After this
weekend, two teams will be tied for first place
at 5-1, and if the Jumbos are to compete for a
NESCAC championship, they had better be
one of them.
“If we want to win, we have to win out,”
senior linebacker Stephen Albertine said.
“Every team has to. There’s no getting around
it. What the coaches call it is, ‘Every game is
the Super Bowl,’ and I’m sure that the other
teams out there are treating it the same way.
If you lose, you’re out.”
The Lord Jeffs are the first of the three teams
standing between Tufts and a league title —
the other two being Colby and Middlebury
— and on paper, they look like the toughest.
The Jeffs boast the league’s stingiest defense,
allowing just 9.4 points a game, and on the
other side of the ball, they’re just as scary,
leading the conference in team rushing.
Two of the NESCAC’s top four running
backs, sophomore Aaron Rauh and junior
Eric NeSmith, will line up against the Jumbos
this weekend. Rauh has picked up 427 yards
this season, including 103 against Wesleyan
last week en route to NESCAC Player of the
Week honors. NeSmith is not far behind with
415.
Amherst picked up 269 yards on the
ground last season on the way to a 24-6 win
over the Jumbos, and despite their inexperience, Rauh and NeSmith led the way. This
time, the Jumbo defense will have to be ready
for the two-headed Jeffs monster.
“I remember that they broke a lot of arm
tackles — you had to get a shoulder into
them to bring them down,” said Albertine,
who made five tackles in last year’s game.
“A lot of gang-tackling is what we’re going to
need. What we have to do is put a lot of guys
in the box and stop the run. We have to make
them throw the ball.”
Luckily for the Jumbos, throwing the ball
is Amherst’s one weakness. The Jeffs lost twotime All-NESCAC quarterback Nick Kehoe
to graduation in the spring, and his replacement, sophomore Lucas Loeffler, has struggled so far. His 95.8 passer rating is eighth in
the NESCAC.

L

Laura Schultz/Tufts Daily

Senior Dan Walsh blocks for senior quarterback Matt Russo in the football team’s 21-13
win over Bowdoin in Week 3. The Jumbo offense faces a formidable test tomorrow, as the
Amherst Lord Jeffs come to town with the NESCAC’s best defense.
“From what I’ve seen of [the Jeffs], a lot of
their sets have been two-tight end, two-running back, which would say that they want to
run the ball a lot,” Albertine said. “That’s what
they want to do — they don’t want to put the
ball in [Loeffler’s] hands.”
On defense, the Lord Jeffs are a force to
be reckoned with. They lead the conference
not only in fewest points allowed, but in total
yardage, allowing just 229.4 yards a game.
Their turnover margin is also the league’s
best.
“Their defense is pretty athletic and pretty
tough,” said junior Will Forde, who rushed
for 72 yards against the Jeffs last year. “But if
we just stay physical and do the things we do
best and execute offensively, I don’t think it
even matters what they do.”
Forde is the team’s leading rusher through
five games with 199 yards and five touchdowns on the season. He began the year as
one of three featured backs on the Jumbo
offense alongside senior Chris Guild and
junior Brad Ricketson, but injuries have since
set in. Ricketson has struggled with a shoulder ailment, and Guild showed symptoms of
a concussion two weeks ago.
Guild was out last week against Williams,
Ricketson missed the Trinity game a week

before, and both were missing against
Bowdoin in Week 3. Forde has grown into a
bigger role on the Tufts offense over the past
month, and he’s adapted well.
“I’ve gotten a little bit more comfortable
with it,” Forde said. “I knew coming in that
Guild would be the leader, being a starter and
a senior, and that I’d have to split carries with
Brad. I’ve gotten more comfortable with that,
and every game, I’m just trying to do the best
that I can with the opportunities I get.”
The offense was actually very strong
against Williams despite Guild’s absence,
as the Jumbos outgained the Ephs 425-347.
Senior quarterback Matt Russo was 30 for 45
for a career-high 308 yards, and the Jumbos
had the edge in time of possession.
Turnovers, however, made the difference
as Russo threw three interceptions and the
Jumbos fumbled the ball six times. If Tufts
wants to improve to 5-1 and stay atop the
NESCAC, the sloppy play has to stop.
“I think it was a good wake-up call for us,”
Albertine said of the Williams loss. “We were
riding a little high after the Trinity game,
and losing that game [to Williams] kind of
brought us back down to earth.”
They’re down to earth now, but if all goes
well tomorrow, they’re still in first place. Tufts

Men’s Cross Country

Tufts heads to NESCACs; hopes to improve on ‘06 showing
by

David Heck

Daily Staff Writer

During 2006’s NESCAC Championships,
the men’s cross country team finished a
disappointing eighth out of 11 teams.
This weekend, the Jumbos will finally
have a shot at redemption.
The team will travel to Williams
tomorrow for the biggest race of the
season to date with the hope of improving on its worst-ever showing at last
year’s meet.
“We want to do well because it is the
NESCACs,” freshman Greg Pallotta said.
“But this meet also has a bearing on a
national bid, so we want to get that as
well.”
Between 2003 and 2005, the cross
country team reached unprecedented
levels of success, finishing first in the
NESCAC Championships and Div. III
Regionals for three consecutive years.
Last year, however, the Jumbos fell
off their perch, finishing poorly in the
NESCACs, only to follow that up with a
fifth-place finish at Div. III Regionals.
“We obviously don’t want to see the

same outcome [this year],” senior tricaptain Dave Sorensen said. “It’s going
to be tight and we have to pull it all
together and race well. I don’t think
there are any teams that we can’t beat.
Our top five can definitely match up
with anyone else’s.”
While that may be the case, the
Jumbos will have to prove it against
some stiff competition. They will have
to beat strong teams from Williams, last
year’s NESCAC champion, and Amherst,
both top-25 teams nationally.
“Even though Williams lost to MIT
two weeks ago, I think they’re regarded
as the favorite,” sophomore Nick Welch
said. “They have a strong team and
they’re as deep as they were last year.
Everyone’s looking for ways to bring
them down.”
Although taking down the Ephs is no
easy task, Tufts will be running on familiar terrain. Their last race, the Plansky
Invitational on Oct. 13, took place at
Williams, which will host NESCACs
tomorrow. The only difference between
the two races is that the course has
been extended from 6,000 meters in the

Plansky Invitational to the standard 8k
length of the NESCACs.
“One advantage [from seeing the
course] is that it’s a little bit of a way to
calm the mind,” Welch said. “We’re all
thinking about the race for these next
few days, but rather than trying to visualize a race course that we’ve seen two
years ago or never at all, we get to think
about a course we’ve seen two weeks
ago.”
This familiarity with the course
should also give the Jumbos a tactical
advantage.
“It will help a lot because it’s not completely new to you,” Pallotta said. “You
know how the course goes and where
the hills are. It just makes it easier, and
it definitely helps our confidence.”
Beyond its knowledge of the course,
the squad will rely on its front pack to
secure a top finish.
“We’re fortunate to have a very
tight pack in our top five,” Welch said.
“We’ve had three different number
ones and the order changes every race.
see MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY, page 13

Hate me now
et me tell you the story of how I
got 30 sorority girls to hate my
guts within 15 minutes.

You may have read in Monday’s Daily
about Saturday’s Swishes for Wishes
Charity Basketball Tournament, run
by the Chi Omega sorority. Of course, I
entered with a squad of five.
When Saturday finally came, visions
of basketball grandeur danced though
my head. You can call me a loser for
getting jacked up for a one-day charity
b-ball tournament, but opportunities for
hardwood glory are few and far between
for erstwhile high school ballers such as
myself.
The games were to be five-on-five halfcourt, making open play very congested.
Each game went for the duration of 15
minutes instead of to a certain score,
and the time remaining was announced
erratically by the tournament organizers.
We found ourselves in a battle with our
very first opponent, up one point with
some undetermined amount of time left.
My opponent suddenly slipped past me
for an offensive rebound, hit a layup to
put his team up one, and held the ball
while he and his teammates celebrated.
A good 10 seconds later, the game was
declared over.
We would have had ample time to
score and win the game had we known
the circumstances.
People who know me realize that I am
a huge goofball and am extremely laidback — except when it comes to basketball. Nothing gets my blood boiling like
losing a basketball game. Needless to say,
I was irate because not only had we lost,
but we had lost in part because of the
unorthodox tournament structure.
I stewed in my frustration for 45 minutes as we awaited our second game in
the double-elimination tournament. It
was soon announced that we would be
playing the Chi Omega girls, my perceived antagonists. My teammates saw
the fire in my eyes, and they looked
extremely worried that I was about to do
something stupid. I did not disappoint
them.
Before the game, each of the girls cordially introduced themselves. This is basketball, ladies — we don’t do that kind of
stuff. I was prepared to wreak havoc. On
the first play of the game, my opponent
received the ball in the corner where I
ferociously ripped it from her hands,
lowered my shoulder, and drove straight
to the basket for a layup. I caught a disgusted look on the face of the referee as
we checked the ball.
“Can he even do that?” she shouted.
Can I? Yes. Should I? Probably not.
The rest of the game was a massacre. I
swatted, drove by, and boarded over perfectly sweet, polite girls who were at best
half of my size. A considerable spectator
section formed with many champions of
Chi Omega’s civil liberties.
These chivalrous knights jeered me
relentlessly with such gems as, “Oh you’re
real tough,” and “Come see if you can pull
that stuff on me.”
Their barbs only fueled my fire, and I
began to relish the role of villain. I topped
off my act by throwing the ball behind a
girl’s back only to bring it back and cross
her up again. We had won the game but
were now the undisputed heels of the
tournament.
Our bad-boy squad eventually bowed
out in the semifinals, losing by two points,
but we had left an indelible imprint on
everyone at that tournament.
I feel like I should apologize to the
girls of Chi Omega, who were doing a
great service to the community by raising
money for charity, but I really don’t want
to. In the immortal words of P. Diddy,
“You can hate me now, but I won’t stop
now.”

Danny Joseph is a sophomore majoring
in English. He can be reached at Daniel.
Joseph@tufts.edu.
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Men’s Soccer

Field Hockey

Intense do-or-die
weekend awaits
men’s soccer team

Jumbos could clinch best-ever league finish
with win tomorrow over Conn. College
by

INSIDE

Liz Hoffman

Daily Editorial Board

The field hockey team has run over its
opponents in October, posting a 6-1 record
and a five-game winning streak while outscoring its opponents 22-4.
But the competition is about to get a whole
lot tougher.
The Jumbos will play their regular season
finale tomorrow afternoon before kicking off
postseason play on Sunday when they will host
the first round of the NESCAC Tournament as
either the No. 2 or the No. 3 seed.
While nationally-ranked No. 1 Bowdoin
has already claimed the conference’s regular
season title and a first-round bye in the postseason, Tufts can lock up the second seed
with either a win tomorrow over 6-7 Conn.
College or a Middlebury loss to Trinity. Both
the Jumbos and the Panthers currently hold
identical 6-2 records in NESCAC play, but
Tufts owns the head-to-head tiebreaker if the
teams finish tied after tomorrow.
If the Jumbos do claim the No. 2 seed,
their first-round opponent Sunday would
be the seventh-seeded Wesleyan Cardinals,
who clinched the final spot in the NESCAC
Tournament last weekend.
There is a chance the Jumbos could slip
to the third spot if they lose to Conn. College
tomorrow and Middlebury beats Trinity. That
would pit Tufts against a yet-to-be-determined
sixth seed. One of three teams — Williams,
Trinity or Amherst, all tied for fourth place at
4-4 — will drop down to sixth after Saturday’s
action, setting up some intriguing scenarios
for the Jumbos.
While the Ephs would present the challenge of containing reigning NESCAC Player
of the Year Meighan McGowan, the Bantams
feature one of the conference’s top five scorers
in junior Karli Del Rossi. The Lord Jeffs, meanwhile, handed Tufts one of its two NESCAC
losses earlier this season, topping the Jumbos
2-1 despite a 22-1 disadvantage in penalty
corners.
“I would like to see Amherst again, because
we had so many opportunities to score when
we played them,” coach Tina McDavitt said. “I
think if we play as well as we’ve been playing
lately, we could beat them if we capitalize on
our corners. That was the biggest problem
with that game: We had 22 corners and didn’t
capitalize. It would be a good matchup, and
hopefully it would fall in our favor if we played
them.”
Before the tournament kicks off Sunday,
the Jumbos will face a sub-.500 Conn. College
team already mathematically eliminated from
postseason play. The Camels enter the game
ranked ninth out of 10 NESCAC teams in scoring and last in the conference in goals-against
average. Tufts has won six of its last eight
meetings with the Camels, five via shutouts.
But the Jumbos refuse to overlook their opponent, since they look to head into the tourna-

ment on a positive note.
“I spoke with the girls about respecting every opponent
that we play and not taking anyone lightly,” McDavitt
said. “I actually read them the Daily article from four
years ago when we lost to Conn. in our last regular season game. Playing in the NESCAC,
it’s anybody’s game, so we need to really
show up ready to play.”
by Noah Schumer
Daily Staff Writer
“It’s very important to have a good
last game of the season that ends you
with positive momentum going
It’s scary to think that an entire
into the playoffs,” senior co-capseason could rest on one flip of a
tain Ileana Casellas-Katz said.
coin.
“For us to just come out
		
But for the men’s soccer team,
and play so-so hockey on
that fear could become a reality.
Saturday doesn’t really
The goal is simple this weekleave us in a good
end: win and in. The Jumbos control
position on Sunday
their own destiny — with a win over
as far as confiConn. College, they lock up a NESCAC
dence.”
Tournament spot. But with a tie and a
A win not
Colby win over last-place Bates, things will
only assures the
get scary for the Jumbos.
Jumbos the No.
Tufts, currently 2-5-1 in NESCAC play, is
2 seed in the
currently a half-game ahead of Colby (1-5-2).
NESCAC but
Both teams are vying for the seventh and final
also strengthspot in the conference tournament, and the
ens the team’s
Mules must win to stay alive.
chances
for
A Tufts loss and a Colby win will leapfrog the Mules
an at-large bid
over the Jumbos for the final playoff slot, leaving
to the NCAA
Tufts out of the NESCAC Tournament for the first time
To u r n a m e n t .
since its inception in 2000. On the other hand, if Tufts
A loss to the
ties and Colby wins, it’s a dead heat at 2-5-2. The teams
Camels coupled
would rely on the NESCAC tiebreaking system to deterwith an early exit
mine their respective fates.
from the NESCAC
Given that the teams played to a 2-2 deadlock in
Tournament would
their head-to-head matchup, their final standing would be
drop the Jumbos
determined by their records against the rest of the NESCAC.
to five losses on the
But here’s the thing: with a Jumbos tie and a Mules win, those
season. Last year, the
records would be identical. The coin flip is the only factor left.
team was denied an
Needless to say, the Jumbos won’t be taking the Camels or
at-large bid to the
their winless conference record for granted.
Div. III tourna“They haven’t won, but they haven’t been blown out either,”
ment with an
senior midfielder Alex Botwinick said. “There are no weak teams
11-5 record, a
in the NESCAC.”
fate Tufts hopes
“They’re kind of like us in that we haven’t given up more
to avoid in 2007.
than two goals in a game this year, and we like to point to that,”
“I think that
junior Peter DeGregorio said. “It works both ways. No team has tramwhen [the selecpled them either.”
tion committee]
Should Tufts make the playoffs, it will play one of the three potenmakes its decitial No. 1 seeds on the road Sunday: Amherst (7-1), Middlebury (7-1), or
sions as far atWilliams (6-2).
large bids, they
“We have vendettas against all three teams,” DeGregorio said.
aren’t just looking
“We feel that Williams unjustly beat us [this year],” senior tri-captain
at wins and losses,
Alex Bedig said. “We have a history with Middlebury that I’d like to correct. I’m
but also who those
referring to my first two years when they knocked us out of the playoffs.”
losses were to and
“But I’d have to pick Amherst [as the team I’d most like to play] because our
who those wins
playoff game against them went down to the wire last year, with them winning
were against,”
on penalty kicks,” he continued. “Plus, it’d be the shortest drive, and I might get
Casellas-Katz
to sleep in my own bed.”
said. “Making
In the past three seasons, disappointing first-round losses have been the
each game
norm. In 2004 the Jumbos fell to Middlebury 4-3 in overtime, and in 2005 they
count as a
lost to Middlebury by one goal again. Last season Tufts lost on penalty kicks to No.
win is real2-seeded Amherst.
This time around, they want to be the spoilers.
“It would be great to play next Saturday [in the second round] as well,” senior Alex
see FIELD
HOCKEY,
see MEN’S SOCCER, page 13
page 14

Jumbos hoping to avoid
season-deciding coin flip

David Cohen/Tufts Daily

Women’s Soccer

Tufts, Amherst both vying for No. 2 seed in NESCAC play
Tim Judson
Daily Editorial Board

From Sept. 15 to Oct. 9, the
women’s soccer team rattled off
eight straight wins on its way to
the top of the NESCAC, priming
itself for a postseason run.
Now, two weeks later, the
Jumbos have lost two of three
and will be fighting with Amherst
for the second-place slot heading into their final game of the
regular season against Conn.
College tomorrow.
At 6-2 in the division, Tufts is
currently tied for second place
with Amherst (5-1-2) and is
guaranteed home field advan-

tage in the first round of the
tournament. And after dropping their last two conference
games to Trinity and Williams,
the Jumbos are looking to show
the rest of the conference that
they are a serious contender.
“We have something to
prove,” senior defenseman
Joelle Emery said. “We need
to show other teams in the
NESCAC that we are a quality
team and we had a long win
streak for a reason.”
Thanks to their 1-0 victory
against the Lord Jeffs on Sept.
22, the Jumbos can lock up the
second seed if they win Saturday
or if both teams lose. But if the

Jeffs win and the Jumbos lose,
Amherst will head into the playoffs a notch ahead of Tufts.
The difference between a No.
2 seed and a No. 3 seed seems
negligible, but it is the difference between playing Wesleyan
or Conn. College, both 2-5-1,
and playing a 4-3-1 Trinity team
that beat Tufts two weeks ago.
While the recent pair of losses means the Jumbos do not
have the same type of momentum as they did heading into
the Trinity game, the team can
be confident that neither was
a result of poor play on Tufts’
part.
“Our record has not reflected

this, but we worked really hard
these past two weeks,” senior
co-captain Martha Furtek said.
“We just came out flat in a
couple of the games, and we
were having trouble finishing
the ball. It’s frustrating to have
lost two of the last three, but we
know we can get it done.”
Losing 1-0 to Trinity may have
been the biggest disappointment of the season for Tufts, as
it outshot its opponents 18 to
two but was still unable to get
the ball in the net.
“In the beginning of the season, we were able to squeak out
a couple, but we were just not
able to squeak out the win,”

Emery said.
Although the unbeaten
Ephs emerged with a 2-0 win
Saturday over Tufts, the team
is not going to write off a possible NESCAC showdown in the
later rounds of the tournament.
If the Jumbos do get another
chance to square off against
Williams, they will be prepared.
“We need to make sure we
mark up all over the field,”
Emery said. “We didn’t mark
up as tightly, and that’s how
Williams scored goals.”
“We need to finish our opportunities and take advantage of
see WOMEN’S SOCCER, page 14

