Move over SNL: TFL brings laughs, not just for the
ladies
see WEEKENDER / PAGE 3

SWIMMING & DIVING

Jumbos get ready to dive
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Alain Baidou responds to Trump’s election, encourages revolt
against current system
by Joe Walsh
News Editor

French philosopher Alain Badiou spoke about
President-elect Donald Trump’s election and theorized about what that means for the state of democracy and capitalism during a lecture last night in
the ASEAN Auditorium.
Over 120 people attended the event, which was
co-sponsored by the Department of English, the
Center for the Humanities at Tufts and the ToupinBolwell Fund.
During the talk, Badiou acknowledged that
many people are afraid and anxious at the prospect
of Trump’s presidency. However, he chose to diagnose the reasons for Trump’s victory through three
lenses: the failures of capitalism, the current state
of democracy and the path forward for those on the
political left.
“Trump is like a spot on the face of the contemporary political world,” Badiou said. “Trump must
be interpreted as an ugly symptom of the global
situation.”
Badiou contended that the capitalistic system has
created tremendous and constantly-growing economic inequality. Additionally, he said that it has stratified
the population into groups of employers, consumers
and peasants, along with leaving out a large group of
see BADIOU, page 2
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French philosopher Alain Badiou speaks during his lecture on American democracy and the presidential election in ASEAN
Auditorium on Nov. 17.

Students design app to connect students through cuddling
by Emily Burke

The startup’s team of developers includes Baerde,
co-founder Stephan Green and programmers Khaliun
Narangerel, Deepanshu Utkarsh and Isaac Colins. All
A group of students is launching a startup app five are first-years.
called “Buddy” in an effort to connect Tufts students
Baerde said she felt that Tufts students, especially
seeking community through cuddling, among other first-years and international students, need a more
things, according to project founder Olive Baerde.
effective method of connecting with new people.
“As
someone
who is leaving their
home for a new city,
a new environment,
sometimes you are
lacking that human
connection because
your friends, your
family are no longer
here,” Baerde said.
The app would
connect Tufts students looking for
people to cuddle,
do activities or simply have a conversation with, she
said. Baerde clarified she does not
envision the app as
SEOHYUN SHIM / THE TUFTS DAILY
another version of
First-year Olive Baerde, the founder of startup app Buddy, cuddles with an oversized teddy bear
Tinder but rather as
on Nov. 17.
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a way for students to meet each other in a relaxed
environment.
The app in its original form was called “Cuddle Up”
and focused solely on connecting students interested
in meeting new people through cuddling, she said.
“I feel like people at Tufts are more open, and lots
of times I feel like many great conversations start
from cuddling,” Baerde said. “Once you start cuddling with someone, you guys are much closer. Even
though you don’t really know each other that well,
you feel comfortable talking to each other.”
Baerde and Green attended a coaching night on
Nov. 3, organized by Tufts Entrepreneurial Leadership
Studies Program, during which students talk to Tufts
professors of the practice about their startups. After
speaking with the professors, Baerde found that her
idea could expand beyond cuddling.
“I realized what I want is not just cuddling,”
Baerde said. “Cuddling is a base point, but I want to
eventually make Tufts feel more together, more like a
family, because for me I feel like Tufts is my home.”
Baerde renamed the app “Buddy” and began trying
to gauge student interest through a Facebook page.
According to Green, they are also working on a
photo campaign to publicize the startup and to show
students that they are not alone in wanting to form
connections with new people.
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Philosopher critiques capitalism, suggests new political system
BADIOU

continued from front
isolated people who are looking for a
place to fit into the system.
Those people who are looking for a
place, he said, cannot be helped by capitalism because the system is fundamentally limited and motivated by profit. As
evidence, he cited that people with jobs
are working longer hours while the unemployed and isolated are not being given
any work at all.
“We have a surplus within the existing
humanity today, which is people without
any destination, without any reason to
exist from the point of view of globalized
capitalism itself,” Badiou said.
In addition to those structural issues,
Badiou added that many people currently
see capitalism as the only possible system
of societal organization. He insisted that
the alternatives, especially communism,
must be discussed as possibilities.
Badiou concluded that the current
political system is facing tensions both
from the left and the right. He explained
that the democratic system is constrained
to the center of the political spectrum,
with very little room for far left or far right
viewpoints. Thus, he said that the center is
united by the ideology of capitalism.
Badiou said that both the centrist left
and the centrist right are currently facing tensions from their respective sides
because many people are not satisfied
with the center. He defined Trump as the
fringe of the right and Secretary Hillary
Clinton as more of a centrist. For that
reason, he claimed that the 2016 election was asymmetrical and that Trump
caused a contradiction of the system,
causing Clinton to lose.

RACHAEL MEYER / THE TUFTS DAILY

French philosopher Alain Badiou encourages an audience of over 120 people to rethink
alternative political systems in a lecture in the ASEAN Auditorium on Nov. 17.
“The fundamental symptom today is
the impossibility of the two big parties to
continue … their mixture of contradiction
and collaboration,” he said.
Badiou identified four problems that
define the current political crisis worldwide: the brutality caused by capitalism,
the decomposition of the political elite,
the population’s responses to those problems and the perceived lack of any other
strategy.
Finally, Badiou called for people on the
political left around the world to try to create
a new system rather than modify the current capitalistic system. He referred to the
new system as theoretically “communism,
although he acknowledged that the term
has been historically difficult.
Badiou laid out four principles that

people on the left can use to define the
new system: rejection of the need for private property and inequality, rejection of
the separation between manual labor and
intellectual work, rejection of the idea
that racial division is inevitable and rejection of the need for states with separated
power to exist.
Badiou said that Trump’s victory should
be treated as an opportunity to revolt
against the current system using the principles that he outlined. He said that the
revolt will occur outside of the current
system and that it can be through an alliance of intellectuals, young people and
poor workers.
“The system cannot propose a place
for novelty, so we must create something
outside the system as it is,” he said.

‘Buddy’ app aims to promote friendships
BUDDY

continued from front
“We are planning to [encourage]
people to start coming and see what it
feels like and how natural it is to start
[friendships] by cuddling, so we can
put up some of those pictures on our
website,” Green said.
In order to appeal to a wider range of
interests, Baerde explained that the app
will also have a message board component, in which students can post information about activities they want to do
so that other students can participate too.
Utkarsh said that the app would

ease the sometimes-difficult process of
meeting new people.
“You’re forced to go out of your
comfort zone and talk to a stranger,”
Utkarsh said. “It’s easier on an app but
harder in real life, so the app is where
the connection starts and real life is
where it grows.”
To address security concerns about
meeting up with strangers, Baerde emphasized that measures are being taken to
ensure that students using the app are safe.
The main safety feature is that students are
required to register with their Tufts ID.
“The reason why you apply with

your college ID is so that it gives you
more liability,” Baerde said. “If anything goes wrong, based on the college
ID, you know who is doing it.”
Baerde explained that for now, the
app will not be open to students from
other universities, because its purpose
is primarily to bring Tufts students
together and to help students meet
people on campus they might not have
otherwise met.
“No one wants to admit that they are
lonely or that they are sad, stressed,
depressed, so I just want people to see
that connection,” Baerde said.

The Tufts Daily
wants to hear from you!

Have a problem with our coverage?
Upset about something happening at Tufts or in the community?
The Daily welcomes all thoughts, opinions and complaints from
all readers. Have your voice heard!
Send op-ed submissions, 800-1200 words,
to tuftsdailyoped@gmail.com.

WEEKENDER

3
tuftsdaily.com

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2016

TFL Comedy endeavors to build more
inclusive community with rebranding effort
by Isaac Brown

Assistant Arts Editor

TFL Comedy may be one of the newest additions to the Tufts comedy scene,
but the group is already making waves
with its focus on creating a comedy
group less focused on performances and
more on building confidence and community. The challenges women face in
comedy are well-documented by the
media, but women aren’t the only ones
who can find the wider comedy scene
less than welcoming — or in some cases,
downright hostile — due to its homogeneity and pervasive stereotypes. In light
of this, TFL wants to make sure others
feel like they have a platform to express
themselves, too.
Its transition from an informal
group to a formal one last year, an
effort led by seniors Ilana Hamer and
Isha Patnaik, who is the group’s current head of public relations, as well
as recent SMFA dual degree graduate
Jehan Madhani (LA ’16), was a result of
many people feeling that underrepresented demographics needed a better
outlet for their comedic creativity and
a place where they felt they could share
their experiences safely. Following the
success of their most recent show,
“Woke Up Like This” on Nov. 3, current group leaders Hamer, sophomore
Erica Gelfand and juniors Emily Baker
and Laura Donovan concurred that the
group has been making clear progress
toward fulfilling that vision.
“TFL was created out of this frustration with other comedy groups and with
comedy at large and the mentorship that
came out of that frustration,” Hamer said.
“Comedy will, unfortunately, continue
to be relatively homogeneous, especially the Boston comedy scene, which is
known for being very white, cis male. But
a lot of the frustrations I’ve had have gone
down, which is amazing.”
Originally called Tufts Funny Ladies,

the group rebranded itself as TFL
Comedy at the beginning of this
year after group leaders
felt that the name did not
accurately express the way
the group hoped to reach out
to those of, according to their
blog, “any race, religion, sex,
socioeconomic status, national or
ethnic origin, age, sexual orientation,
ability, height, BMI, sports team fanbase,
birth order, or caffeine sensitivity.”
According to Hamer, other comedy
groups do not focus as much on the
composition of the group or on trying to
bridge the gap between the male-dominated comedy scene and everyone else,
which is why TFL was able to fill that
niche.
“We’re focusing on female-identifying,
gender-nonconforming, genderqueer
and trans students. That’s who makes
up our audience and our group and also
something we talk about a lot,” she said.
Hamer added that TFL’s goal had
always been to be as inclusive as possible,
but the group wanted to reiterate its commitment to this goal with its rebranding
— members need not identify as “ladies”
to feel like they have a place in TFL.
“People aren’t going to get comfortable getting on stage if they don’t see
people like them onstage, which is relevant to all identities, gender, race,
socio-economic status, all of those
things,” Hamer said. “TFL tries
in part to combat some of
those issues. Before TFL was
started, there were women
in other comedy groups,
but they weren’t leadership positions. Many
sketches end up
being played by two
guys. In TFL, you
know that parts
will be played by
people who aren’t
men.”

Aspiring comedy writers or actors may
feel discouraged from pursuing their
passion when they’re tasked
with presenting a sketch or
doing standup for the first time
in front of people they worry may
not understand where they’re coming from or understand their sense
of humor.
“Especially in marginalized groups,
there can be a lot of fear and embarrassment about writing and acting in comedy. Watching a show and being like ‘Wow,
that person talked about an experience
similar to mine or an identity that I hold.’
That’s a really powerful thing,” Hamer
said.
One way TFL differs from other comedy groups on campus is that they take
a proactive role in ensuring people
feel comfortable in the group and
have the resources to feel confident. Gelfand, who is the
group’s mentorship coordinator, explained that the group was
leading the charge to make valuable intra-group relationships a
key part of their mission.
“We have this thing called TF Lunches.
We were the first comedy group to
do this, but now I think Major:
Undecided does as well. Basically, we
send out a survey and match up people
who we think would get along and create
mentor-mentee relationships with each
other,” Gelfand said.
Another way TFL strives to build
confidence comes from making sure
members feel like there is a path to
improving their comedic abilities
and that learning to be funnier
is a valuable endeavor.
“We do a lot of workshops. We did a standup workshop, we did a
sketch writing workshop
and I think Majors does
this a little bit, but since
we do one show instead of

COURTESY SARAH GRUEN

two, we really focus on teaching skills,”
Donovan said.
Besides its performances, TFL also
plans to make its blog another platform for people to express themselves
offstage.
With a new iteration on Dec. 4, the
blog is intended to provide another outlet for members to showcase
their talent for comedic writing or to
express themselves in any way without the added pressure of standing in
front of a live audience.
“So far, we haven’t been completely
focused on it since the show has taken
over our lives, but we’re planning on
a blog launch in a few weeks,” Hamer
said. “A lot of other comedy groups
with so many shows focus more than
anything on their performance.
Performance is a huge part of our
group, but another huge
part is improving as comedians and part of that is
becoming better comedic
writers, so the blog is a place
for that.”
Though the group is still
relatively new and in the midst of
getting Tufts Community Union funding, Hamer feels that they’ve already
begun to make an impact on other
groups by virtue of being more malleable and willing to experiment with
new ideas.
“This past show cycle, we tried a
completely different kind of rehearsal,
and this show cycle we’re going to do
something different again,” she said.
“We’re not as entrenched. We don’t
necessarily have 10 years of doing
something a certain way.”
Other comedy groups
are seeing people
from more diverse
backgrounds take an
interest in comedy as of
late, and Hamer believes
that, while TFL isn’t the
sole reason for this change, it is a contributing factor.
“Major: Undecided has
more women than ever,
has more female writers, more female
heads of the
group than since
I’ve been in Major:
Undecided,” Hamer
said. “If you ask anyone in Majors, they
will say that TFL has given
a lot of female-identifying people confidence that they didn’t use to have. I think
now more than ever people see TFL and
say, ‘This has a purpose, even for me who’s
outside of the group.'”
Donovan agreed that since TFL’s early
days, people who once shied away from the
spotlight seemed more empowered and
willing to speak up.
“Last year, we had a comedy show that
was majority women, which was really cool,”
she said. “Just a lot of girls going up and trying
things they’ve never tried before. People talk
about how they’re nervous about writing to
other groups, whether it’s Institute or Majors,
but at TFL they’re taking risks, and people
who never do standup do it for the first time
at our show.”
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Do it this weekend: Nov. 18–20
With Thanksgiving right around the corner, here are some big shows to check out before the minivacation. You don’t want to miss any of these!
FRIDAY
Tufts Amalgamates Concert
Details: The Amalgamates’ latest show
will feature a guest performance from
the Brown University Derbies. No tickets
required.
When and Where: 6:30 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.,
Barnum Hall, Room 104

ed by senior Peter Secrest and written
by Will Eno. The show is a re-imagining
of Henrik Ibsen’s “Peer Gynt.”
When and Where: 8 p.m. – 11 p.m,
Aidekman Arts Center, Balch Arena
Theater

Square. The show will feature the largest
performance of a gospel choir in Tufts
history, as all former members and directors of the group are invited to attend.
Tickets are $10 and are available both at
the door and at Tufts Granoff Music Cent
er Box Office.
When and Where: 8 – 10 p.m., The
Chevalier Theatre, 30 Forest Street,
Medford

SATURDAY
“Shir Appeal Presents: Spy Peals 3D”
Tufts sQ! Concert
Details: The only co-ed Jewish a cappella
Details: sQ! has been inspired by ani- group at Tufts, Shir Appeal has been influmal noises and songs for its fall show, “sQ enced by the seminal “Spy Kids” (2001)
SUNDAY
goes to the farm,” featuring a guest per- in its upcoming show. Tickets are free for
“Tufts Choruses: Water Music”
formance from Tufts B.E.A.T.s. No tickets Tufts students and $5 for guests.
Details: Directed by Jamie Kirsch, Tufts
required.
When and Where: 7:30 – 8:30 p.m., Tufts Concert Choir and Chamber Singers’ fall
When and Where: 8 – 10 p.m., Goddard Hillel
concert will showcase a wide array of
Chapel
composers including Vaughan Williams,
“Answering the Call: Tufts Third Day Rebecca Sacks and Johann Adolph Hasse.
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
Gospel Choir Concert”
No tickets required.
“Gnit”
Details: The Third Day Gospel Choir is
When and Where: 3 – 5 p.m., Distler Hall
Details: Pen, Paint and Pretzels (3Ps) is celebrating 35 years at Tufts with a special
performing its fall major, “Gnit,” direct- show at the Chevalier Theater in Medford
—Justin Krakoff
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LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
The Hof: “#LiamKnox is a ding-dong head.”

Comics

SUDOKU

DOONESBURY
BY GARY TRUDEAU

Difficulty Level: Agreeing on a temperature with your housemates.

NON SEQUITUR
BY WILEY MILLER

Thursday’s Solution

CROSSWORD

Thursday’s Solution
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WOMEN'S SWIMMING AND DIVING

Young team poised to improve on seventh place NESCAC
finish
by Ryan Schneiderman
Staff Writer

When the women’s swimming
and diving team starts its season on
Sunday, it will be looking to build on a
strong 2015-16 campaign, which saw
the team send swimmers to the NCAA
Championships for the first time in
two years. After a productive offseason,
senior captain Amanda Gottschalk is
looking for the team to be even better
this year.
“We had an extremely productive
preseason throughout September and
October in which we held captain’s
practices and lift in anticipation of our
November 1st start date,” Gottschalk
told the Daily in an email. “The team
has been working hard in practice, and
we are poised to have one of the best
seasons in the last few years.”
Gottschalk will be a key figure in the
pool for the Jumbos this season. Last
year, she broke the school record for
the 200-meter breaststroke and then
broke her own record later in the season. She also boasts Tufts’ 400-meter
IM record and was one of two female
Tufts swimmers to be invited to the
NCAA Championships for the first time
since 2013. However, the success of
the team is the only thing on her mind
going into the new season.
“In terms of goals for the season, we
are looking to win as many dual meets
as possible and improve our point total

at the NESCAC Championship come
February,” Gottschalk said.
Sophomore Colleen Doolan is also an
integral part of the team this year. After
a strong first season, Doolan earned an
invitation to the NCAA Championship
for her performance at NESCACs,
where she won the 200-meter fly and
set a Tufts record with a time of 2:03.77.
She competed in three events at NCAAs
— the maximum allowed for an individual swimmer. Her time of 2:04.11
in the 200-meter fly final earned her
12th place and scored points for the
Jumbos at the event. It was also enough
to earn her an honorable mention for
All-American Honors.
For a team with very large firstyear and sophomore classes, the leadership of Gottschalk and fellow senior
tri-captains Sophia Lin and Sarah
Elghor will be important in setting
the tone for the younger swimmers.
Developing camaraderie and unity
among the team was a big emphasis in
the preseason, and second-year coach
Adam Hoyt believes it could pay dividends later on in the year.
“The small senior class will be relied
on heavily this year, both athletically and from a leadership standpoint,”
Hoyt said. “With such a young team, we
put an emphasis on getting our women
connected personally, connected from a
commitment standpoint and connected
from an effort standpoint. Getting everyone on the same page, excited about the

season, training well and staying healthy
… will allow us to work on more specific things as we get into the months of
December, January and February.”
Hoyt is entering his 12th season coaching men’s swimming and diving, and

“The mental side of the
game is to swim with a
fearless mentality, and
that is what we look to
foster in our swimmers.”
—Second-year coach
Adam Hoyt

last year was his first time heading the
women’s program as well. Last season
was undoubtedly a positive step for the
program, but the one area Hoyt will look to
improve is in the NESCAC Championships.
After finishing seventh out of 11 for the
third consecutive year, performing better
in the NESCACs is a point of emphasis
for the team. Despite the relative lack of
progress in the NESCACs, he saw distinct
improvement among the majority of his
swimmers and divers and he hopes this
continues into his second year.

“Swimming is a great sport because
it is measured in time, so while you
want to improve your ranking against
other schools, you can always see if
you are improving yourself, there aren’t
external elements,” Hoyt said. “A large
percentage of our women were able
to improve on their times, personal
bests throughout the year and scores
in diving. Hopefully this year we will
continue on that track.”
According to coach Hoyt, this
requires a certain brand of mental
toughness, one that he looked for in
his recruitment process.
“We are in an honest sport and the
numbers don’t lie,” Hoyt said. “The
clock doesn’t go slower or faster on
a given day, so you have to have the
type of courage and confidence that
allows you to swim a race that isn’t
your best or a dive that isn’t your
best and be able [to] get up the next
day and try to get better. The mental
side of the game is to swim with a
fearless mentality, and that is what
we look to foster in our swimmers.
[In recruiting our first-years], we
were looking for women who were
excited to swim in college, excited
to represent Tufts and dedicated to
their sport and the program they
represent.”
The Jumbos compete in their first
event of the season this Sunday when
they host Middlebury College at
Hamilton pool at 11 a.m.

The Tufts Department of Drama and Dance presents

2016 FALL DANCE CONCERT

Friday November 18 @7PM
Saturday November 19 @7PM

For more information visit:
http://dramadance.tufts.edu/

Friday, November 18, 2016 | Sports | THE TUFTS DAILY

S

7

Jumbos take work-in-progress approach to new season
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

continued from back
The team’s failure to defend its NESCAC
title was quickly forgotten, as it embarked
on a NCAA journey during which it went
further than ever all the way to the title
match. There, however, it lost against
defending champions Thomas More 63-51
on April 4.
Four of the team’s five starters from last
year are returning this season: tri-captains senior forward Michela North, senior
guard Josie Lee and junior point guard
Lauren Dillon, as well as junior forward
Melissa Baptista.
Lee, who was also a tri-captain last
year, will help to lead the team along
with North and Dillon, who set the tone of
the season by leading captains’ practices
up until official practices started on Nov.
1, as per NESCAC guidelines.
While Dillon is now stepping into her
first official leadership role on the team,
Berube said that the Dillon has been a
team leader ever since she earned a starting position as point guard in one of her
first few games in a Tufts jersey.
“Lauren [Dillon] – LD – [is] our court
general. Everybody’s looking to her all the
time, just keeping us steady and strong,
and I think she’s done a great job so far,”
Berube said. “Leadership is a work-inprogress, [and] Lauren’s kind of been a
leader since she stepped on campus, so
she’s perfect for this role.”
North, the most decorated athlete
on the Tufts team, received D3hoops.
com All-America second team honors,

Women’s Basketball Coaches Association’s
All-American honors, the D3hoops.
com Northeast Region Player of the Year
award and the NESCAC Co-Player of the
Year award, among other honors this past
year. Her contributions go far beyond leading the team in both points and rebounds,
Berube said.
“I think [North] has stepped up,” she
said. “She definitely leads by example on
the court. She’s done a great job … being
a more vocal leader, and I think she sets
the right example as both a student and
an athlete.”
North’s leadership has also impacted
other players who are stepping into larger roles this season as upperclassmen.
Baptista averaged 22.8 minutes in 30
starts last season, contributing 10 points,
5.9 rebounds and 1.8 blocks per game.
She tied with North for the most blocks
on the team.
“Michela [North]’s voice is strong and
present, and she’ll very much give you
advice when you’re doing something
wrong, what to improve upon, when to
cheer,” Baptista said. “She’s always a constant voice, especially with the forwards.
She’s taught me a lot and she’s taught
everyone underneath her a lot.”
The Jumbos have five first-years on
their roster: guards Cailin Harrington,
Sadie Otley, Alexis Hermes, Lilly Paro and
guard/forward Erica DeCandido, who
will look to make an immediate impact
and energize the rotation.
“I’ve been trying to find ways to motivate the team, to have all the players

want to play for the seniors in a way,
knowing that it’s our last year in this
jersey. I want them to really push themselves,” North said. “I want them to
know that this is [the seniors’] last shot
at the national championship and I don’t
have another chance.”
Upperclassman efforts to further integrate newer players into the team has
been a crucial development over the preseason, according to North.
“We have a lot of people who are experienced and kind of know the drill, so
everyone was pretty much familiar with
what we do in [the] preseason in terms of
lifting, conditioning and pick-up,” North
said. “I think we all did a good job of
relaying that to the freshmen that you
have to work so hard to get to that point
[and] we didn’t just end up at the national
championship.”
At the core of this motivation, North
and Berube said, is a constant reminder
of the team’s past shortcomings. Even
as the program has recently reached
new heights, the team strives to continue to improve.
“Every year I’ve been here it seems like we
kind of have a chip on our shoulder [because]
the team before has gone so far and last year
was the closest we’d ever made it,” North
said. “We’d made it to the Final Four in previous years, but the National Championship
game is one step further and this year it feels
that we need to redeem that [loss], more so
than previous years.”
The team’s competitiveness stems in
part from Berube’s approach. The image

of Berube intently directing play from
the sidelines, even while her team is
winning by 20, epitomizes the mission of
playing with something to prove.
“If you don’t play with a chip on your
shoulder, you’re not going to just have
that extra motivation,” Berube said. “We
haven’t won anything, we haven’t won a
national championship here, and I also
think it’s taken us a while to get the
respect that I think the program deserves.
We’re certainly getting that now, but I
think you always need to play to prove to
yourselves, to prove to others watching.”
With the Jumbos ranked No. 1 in the
D3hoops.com preseason poll on Oct. 26,
Tufts does not have the option of flying
under the radar this season. With that
recognition comes the expectation that
their opponents will bring their “A game”
to Cousens Gym.
“It’s nice to get that respect, but a lot
of the ranking is what we did last year
and who we have coming back, [but]
nobody has seen us yet. It’s just a preseason ranking, so we have something
to prove, but most important to me is
that we’re getting better and we’re getting prepared both mentally and physically to take on everybody’s A game,”
Berube said. “It’s great for the program
and for the alumni and for recruiting
and all that, but we want to be number
one in March not in November.”
Tufts begins its 2016-2017 season
today against Keene State at 8 p.m. during
the Skidmore Tournament in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y.

ICE HOCKEY

Tufts hosts No. 9 Trinity in home opener, NESCAC semifinals
rematch
by Savannah Mastrangelo
Staff Writer

With nine skilled incoming first-years
and two of the NESCAC’s best goalkeepers,
Tufts men’s hockey is looking to improve on
last season’s 10-10-6 overall record, striving
for a NESCAC championship. Although the
team is relatively young this year, with only six
seniors, the new recruits have shown promise
in the preseason and coach Pat Norton expects
them to lead the team’s offense.
Goaltending will be one of the team’s biggest strengths once again this season. Among
returning players, senior goalie Mason Pulde
had the best save percentage in conference
last season, at .946 in the NESCAC and .947
overall. Additionally, junior Nik Nugnes
had the second-highest save percentage
among returning goalies at .943 in-conference, though his .941 overall rate ranks fourth
in the NESCAC. Nugnes returns this season
despite off-season hip surgery.
Offensively, the team graduated co-captain forward Stewart Bell (LA ’16) and gained
five first-year forwards in Anthony Farinacci,
Machlan Sawden, Tyler Scroggins, Ross
DeLabreure and Blake McIntyre. Juniors Brian
Brown and tri-captain Chad Goldberg, the
team’s top two point-scorers last season, are
poised to continue to be effective offensive
players. Meanwhile, junior Oliver TakacsiNagy is the team’s only returning centerman,
which means the Jumbos will be relatively
inexperienced up the middle.
“With the [first-years] playing, this will be
an adjustment period for them and hopefully
it is a quick one,” Goldberg said. “We haven’t
really had set lines throughout the preseason,
so we are still trying to mix and match to figure
out who fits with who, so that might be an
issue. However, I don’t foresee it being something we can’t handle because of the depth of
the team this season.”

Throughout the preseason, the team has
also been working on an aggressive penalty kill
and a defensive line that is active in the offensive zone. Norton has been training a more
offensively-involved defense that is active in the
rush and pinches whenever possible.
Tufts ranked worst in the NESCAC last
season in terms of penalty minutes per
game with 13.4, but turned its penchant for
rough play into an asset by attacking while
short-handed. The Jumbos’ seven short-handed goals on the season led the NESCAC and
nearly doubled second place Conn. College
and Trinity, who each scored four.
A major offensive goal of the team is putting more pressure on the opposing goalie and
creating more chaos at the net.
“Last year, I thought we were too passive
early on and the goaltenders that we faced
saw too many shots,” Norton said. “I want the
team going aggressively at the net with shots,
numbers and bodies and hopefully that translates into more goals per game.”
Tufts faces a tough challenge out of the
gate against rival No. 9 Trinity in its home
opener on Friday. The showdown is anticipated to be an intense and emotional game after
the Jumbos fell to the Bantams in the NESCAC
semifinals 4-3 to end last season.
“This is definitely a rivalry ... that we enjoy.
We like the atmosphere, especially after
beating them two years ago in the [quarterfinals] and losing to them last year in NESCACs,”
Goldberg said. “I think that it harbors ... great
competition and it’s going to be fun for us and
those watching the game.”
Trinity, the defending NESCAC champion, has a highly-skilled team with
many experienced upperclassmen,
which could be a challenge for a younger Tufts roster, but Tufts is counting
on its strong penalty kill to disrupt the
offensive pressure that Trinity’s power
play creates.

“It’s tough coming out of the gates against
the nationally-ranked team when you’re still
trying to create your own identity, so it will be
a good test for us,” Norton said.
This will be Norton’s second season
with the team, and he has already transformed its culture and expectations. With
promising new recruits and consistently
strong goaltending, the team feels it has a
better chance than in recent years to win
a NESCAC championship.

“Expectations are high this season. We really
want to win a NESCAC championship, and I
think we have enough good players now to do
so,” junior forward Nick Flanagan said. “I’m not
sure that in the past the team was quite strong
enough to do it, but this year, the recruits are
very strong and have been playing really well,
so anything short of a NESCAC championship
[would be] a disappointment.”
Following the Trinity game on Friday, Tufts
hosts Wesleyan on Saturday at 3 p.m.
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Then-junior forward Conal Lynch handles the puck in the game against Conn. College on
Feb. 5.
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Tufts returns four starters, ranked No. 1 in national preseason poll
by Alison Kuah
Staff Writer

In 2014, the Jumbos made the Final Four of the NCAA
Div. III National Championships for the first time. The
Jumbos returned to the Final Four in 2015, bowing out
to eventual champion Thomas More with a final score
of 62-52. The Jumbos made history again in 2016 with
their first appearance in the national championship
game before ultimately losing to defending champion
Thomas More.
The team’s steady ascent over the years, continuously
improving and moving forward, reflects the underlying
mentality of its players and coaching staff.
“For me, [coaching] is a work in progress, learning
new things, new offensive things, putting in new defensive drills,” coach Carla Berube said. “I’m always looking
to incorporate new things into our program, [and] we’re
certainly not doing the same exact things that [we did] last
year because our personnel are different.”
Tufts finished 28-4 overall and undefeated in the
NESCAC in the 2015-2016 season, averaging 59.9 points,
39.8 rebounds and 14.8 assists per game. The Jumbos held
their opponents to just 45.4 points on 32.5 percent shooting all season. As a result of two early season losses, the
Jumbos’ record was 6-2 by the end of December. They went
on a 17-0 run to start 2016 before Amherst snapped their
streak with a 50-49 win in the NESCAC final on Feb. 28.
see WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, page 7
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Senior forward/center Michela North contests a Thomas More player’s shot in the NCAA Div. III women’s basketball championship on April 4.

MEN'S SWIMMING AND DIVING

Jumbos hope to build on last season’s 12th place national finish
by Bradley Schussel
Staff Writer

As winter approaches and the temperature begins to plummet, the Jumbo athletics action heads indoors. The men’s
swimming and diving team opens its season this Sunday at 11
a.m. when it hosts NESCAC rival Middlebury at Hamilton Pool,
although the diving events will be held at Bentley University.
The Jumbos have only been practicing as a team for a few
weeks now due to NESCAC regulations, but they are itching to
launch into competition.
“The team is excited to be back at it,” coach Adam Hoyt
said. “The NESCAC schedule prohibits us from training as
much as most schools and most athletes do. Being able to
get started officially again is exciting. We’re looking forward to
another year full of opportunities, and we’re going try to do
something special.”
There is plenty of excitement around the program this
year, especially with the expectations set for senior tri-captain
diver Matt Rohrer. Rohrer is a four-time All-American and
two-time honorable mention All-American after three NCAA
Championship appearances. He most recently capped off his
2015-16 campaign with a sixth-place finish in the three meter
and an eighth-place finish in the one meter at the NCAA meet
in March to lead Tufts to 12th place nationally.

Sophomore Kingsley Bowen returns this season and will
look to build on his 49.13 time in the 100-meter backstroke
and 1:47.69 in the 200-meter backstroke from last year. His 100meter and 200-meter performances ranked eighth and fourth
in the country respectively, and both earned him All-American
recognition.
The two returning All-Americans will need to outperform
their past performances if Tufts is to repeat or exceed its 12th
place finish at the NCAA tournament last year, the best since
2006. Graduating four-time All-American Michael Winget (LA
’16) is a blow to the team’s hopes, but there is enough talent on
the roster to fill the hole.
Rohrer also cited the latest preseason poll — which ranks
Tufts No. 17 nationally — as a source of motivation and early-season momentum. No. 9 Williams and No. 13 Amherst are
the only NESCAC teams ranked higher.
“We’ve put in so much work already in the preseason,”
Rohrer said. “We’re ready to swim as fast as we can, dive as
well as we can right off the bat. We’re excited that we’re being
recognized now as one of the best teams in the country, and
we’re ready to prove that. Also, everyone on the team is ready
to show that they can be a factor and that they can contribute.”
The Jumbos finished second in the NESCAC last year and
Hoyt expects them to be near the top of the conference this
season as well.
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Then junior Russell Weeks swims breaststroke in a dual meet against Wheaton College on Jan. 23.

“My expectation is that we can compete with just about
every team we’ll see this year,” Hoyt said. “We have the
ability level, the talent level and the maturity to compete.
There are going to be some schools that are tougher than
others, but we’re right in the thick of the top third in our
conference. I can see us finishing anywhere from first to
fourth place, depending on how well we put it together and
how well the other teams put it together.”
Senior tri-captain Russ Weeks, who swims the individual medley and the breaststroke, believes that the team’s
success last season was in part due to the Jumbos’ impressive work ethic.
“I would like to carry over the work ethic we had last
season. We were able to stay motivated and focused on
our training throughout the entire season and the results
paid off,” Weeks told the Daily in an email. “I would like
to work on our intensity during races by maintaining our
confidence and being aggressive in the water. Winning or
losing can be determined by hundredths of a second, so
being able to keep up the intensity and finish strong into
the wall can make a huge difference in the end.”
Hoyt has tried to motivate his swimmers to work hard and
develop a winning mentality going into the new season.
“I think attitude and effort are everything, so that’s
something we focus a lot on,” Hoyt said. “Swimming is a
tough sport, and it’s a very honest sport. You can’t blame
your time on another player or a teammate or a coach.
I try to talk a lot with our men about attitude, and I tell
them to stay positive.”
Hoyt noted that he does this especially with the firstyears, which is particularly important as the 15-strong
first-year class is the largest on the team. The upperclassmen have also taken to mentoring the rookies and making them feel welcome in the program.
“With such a young team, I feel that it is essential to set
the tone and lead by example,” Weeks said. “In order to be
the best we can be and to have everyone on the same level,
I need to be able to share my knowledge and experience
with the underclassmen.”
Rohrer also noted that enjoying competing is an
important factor in developing the necessary motivation
and drive for success, and wants others to enjoy being part
of the team as much as he does.
“[The sport] is fun. I love it,” Rohrer said. “I
wouldn’t have stuck with it if it wasn’t fun. It’s a blast,
and I want everyone to love this team as much as I do.
At the same time, we are a top 20 team. We have to
work to be successful.”

