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KENTUCKY PR~0FESSilO:M'AL FlREFlGHTERS 
A~FFILIATEOWITH INTERN&TIOMAL ASSi3CII4TIO;N OF FiHEFiGHTERS.KENTUCr,V STATE b p i - C i O  

- PetitLon F P  93-1 
Office of the Secretary 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Wash~ngton ,  D.C. 20207 

Dmear Sir: 

As mem~bers 06 the Fire Service of the Commoawaaith of Kentucky. 
we would li~ke to express our desire t o  s e e  th~e passage of meaningful.  
fede'rall flarnmabililty s:tandar,ds for; upholstered furniture. We would 
also siuggest that the standards be equlal t o  on gre;lter tnanl thos'e fou;nd 
in  California Tech,nicall Bulletlins 133 anld 117. 

We would Ehrther slagges,t that  the s,tatndlards ble exfenldedl to ~ n s l u d ?  
up~hollstered fufiniture i n  personal dwellings iln order to reduce <;arr,i 
spread as w'ell a,s resist sm'olderi'ng:. As firefighters. we jec t h e  
damage upho1s:tered furnitlnre c,auses in the l~mss of proper!? 2nd .  

un,iortuaateiy, the lo's,s of  lives. With srringent federal standard5 
establishled and enforced, the Camrno:nwealtto of Kentucky co~uld save 
co~un~aless limes each y e a r  that are needlessly lost. 

Uphloilstlered furniture i's ge:nerally polyurethan~e toam covered wi th  
loose  weave fa~brics and mfost often does not have fire reoardaar 
propi:rti~es. Malny fines in Kentucky ase c:aused by cigarettes dropped 
i n  furniture wh~isch srnold~ers until1 well after  tihc cncrupalnts a r e  asleep. 
When upholstered fu,rnitute is h'eated in this type of fire con'dlirion, i t  
b~urns fiercely a n d  produces extremely high heat. This h,igli heat 
exposes th~u occupants to extremely hilgh tem1peratu:res and extrrmely 
toxic gases. 



KE,NTUCKY P'R'OFES~SIIO~NAL FlR'EFlGH~TERS 
AFFILIATED WITH INTERNATIOPIAL A S 5 3 C I A T l O N  0' F I f l i E F I l , ~ T ~ 3 S ~ I : t ~ ; T U C K ~  STATE i; L-r? 

As fi,refigtiters o f '  the ComnonwealtH of  Kentucky,  we i e e l  that  a 
Federal  Upholstered Furniture Flamimabil'ity S t anda rd  shomuid be 
imp1e:mented. Th'e fe:doral government h a s  passed miandates in :he 
pas t ,  as  early as 1!953, that have regulated an'd proven to b'e effec:i'\.e. 

So~me  o f  those miandates a r e  (1)  Federal F1ammiab~l;e Act;  w h i c h  
regulated Chi1d:ren's sleepwear: ( 2 )  tssti!ng m~eth~ods ( two d i f f e ren t  
o n e s )  that provi'de fbr s a f e  carpe'ts: ( 3 )  regulati 'ons for  tex t i les  in 
moton vehi~cle  pa,ssonger c :a rs  governled by thie United Stares  
Departm~ent  of tra~nsportatio!n: ( 4 )  regulationis for  texti1e:s i n  a i rcna~f t  
compart,mants gpve:rned b y  thse Federa l  Aviation Adminis t ra t ion:  a n d  
( 5 )  Flammalbility Standards for Malhresses. 

I t  only make:s senise that we would wanit t ,o protect  i h e  ci t izens of oilr 
grea t  country in their hlornesas well as  in their  vehicles  and a i r  : rave l .  
These  sra,nda,rdls were developed to p~roitect l ives and ha~ve plroven ;#o d o  
so .  A n  Upholstened Furniture F'llammability Stanlda,rd would a,!so 
?rotecr lives. We strongly urge thiat steps b~e taken r80 d8?vslo ,?  r r c  
malnd,ate !,hes'e standardis. 

Sincerely y o u i s .  
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Bruce Robe:rts, 9. 
President  N 
K.P .F .F . ,  I . A . F . F .  
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