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Greenblatt speaks about social
entrenpreneurship
by Josh

Weiner

Daily Editorial Board

Jonathan Greenblatt (LA ‘92),
special assistant to President
Barack Obama and director of
the Office of Social Innovation
and Civic Participation in the
United States Domestic Policy
Council, delivered the Lyon &
Bendheim Alumni Lecture at
51 Winthrop St. last night.
Greenblatt spoke of his early
experiences as an activist,
which included protesting in
his hometown of Bridgeport,
Conn. for Soviet Jews’ rights
and joining Bill Clinton’s 1992
presidential campaign as a
graduating senior at Tufts. He
chose to spend his first months
out of college working as a
waiter at a Harvard Square cafe
while campaigning for Clinton
in his spare time, much to the
shock of his parents.
“In that moment, I had the
benefit of nearly four years
of discovery and enrichment,”
he said.
Greenblatt recognized the
tremendous impact his alma
mater had had on his career in
entrepreneurship and encouraged current Tufts students to
make the most of their undergraduate experience.
“I wanted to change the
world, and it was my liberal

arts education that taught me
how big a place the world is,”
he said. “Those seeds are being
planted right now and you
don’t even know it. But take
the time to till those seeds, to
cultivate that plant, because
they could take you places you
don’t even know.”
Greenblatt outlined what he
believed would be common
characteristics amongst social
entrepreneurs. He said that
people in the field commonly
display a strong sense of determination and resourcefulness
towards achieving a positive
impact in their environment.
“They are change agents,
people who are committed to
change throughout their lives,”
he said. “This is typically part
of their DNA. They are out to
change what they think is a
broken equilibrium. They are
thinking big from the get-go.”
Greenblatt acknowledged
several accomplished entrepreneurs from Tufts, telling
current students that they are
part of a lineage of social entrepreneurship. He then spoke
about his own experience in
co-launching the charitable
water bottle company, Ethos
Water.
Greenblatt said that the stasee GREENBLATT, page 2
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Somerville High School and Medford High School students will no longer have to pay Tufts’ $70 application fee,
as part of an agreement between the university and the two cities.

University waives application fee for
Medford, Somerville High students
by

Menghan Liu

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts University, with the City
of Somerville and the City of
Medford, reached separate partnership agreements last week
that waived the university’s $70

application fee for Somerville
High School and Medford High
School students and committed
Tufts to paying each city $1.375
million over the next five years.
“This latest agreement marks
another milestone in how we
work together,” Director of

Community Relations Barbara
Rubel told the Daily in an email.
According to Somerville Public
Schools Superintendent Tony
Pierantozzi, Tufts will provide
SAT preparation tutoring and
see APPLICATION, page 2

Tufts Medical Center names Wagner interim CEO
by

Melissa Mandelbaum
Daily Editorial Board

Michael Wagner, president and CEO of the Tufts
Medical Center Physicians

Organization, was named
interim chief medical officer
for Tufts Medical Center after
his predecessor Eric Beyer
resigned on Sept. 17.
According to Media Relations

Specialist at Tufts Medical Center
Jeremy Lechan, Beyer held the
CEO position for two years
before leaving to pursue other
opportunities.
Immediately
after Beyer announced his deci-
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After the resignation of his predecessor Eric Beyer, President and CEO of the Tufts Medical Center Physicians
Organization Michael Wagner was appointed interim chief medical officer for Tufts Medical Center on Sept. 17.

Inside this issue

sion to leave Tufts Medical,
Wagner was appointed to fill
the position.
“It just seemed like it was
the most appropriate natural progression,” Lechan said.
“He has a wealth of experience both [in] a management
capacity and as a physician.
He’s had progressively more
responsibility within our
organization it made sense
that he was the top executive
and the person with the most
experience.”
As CEO, Wagner hopes to
expand Tufts Medical’s market share by strengthening
relationships with physicians
in the community. Therefore,
doctors will send their patients
to the Center for tertiary care,
or special consultant care on
referral from a primary or secondary doctor. He would also
like to pursue more hospital
affiliations that are mutually
beneficial for Tufts Medical
Center and community hospital centers.
“Hospitals today are complicated places and there are
a lot of changes occurring in
terms of the way we’re paid,
accountabilities, reporting
and the increased focus on
reporting our quality results,”
Wagner said. “All those clinical operational issues are a
major focus of the work I do
every day.”

Wagner started at Tufts
Medical in 2008 as Chief of
Internal Medicine and Adult
Primary Care and an Associate
Professor of Medicine, he
said.
He believes his understanding of financial operations, the
full range of services the Tufts
Medical provides and the process of running a complicated
organization will help him significantly in this new role.
The search for a permanent
CEO has not yet begun, as
the Board of Trustees of the
Medical Center hopes to focus
on current strategic initiatives
instead, Lechan said.
“There is no imminent plan
to replace [ Wagner],” Lechan
said. “There is no doubt among
anyone that he’ll do an excellent job.”
While the university and
Tufts Medical Center are independent entities, Tufts Medical
is the university’s valued partner in training the next generation of doctors, University
President Anthony Monaco
told the Daily in an e-mail.
“We envision a future of continued collaboration between
our two-world class institutions,” he wrote.
Wagner has been President
and CEO of Tufts Medical
Physicians Organization since
see WAGNER, page 2
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Police briefs
Watch your pack

Tufts University Police Department
(TUPD) on Oct. 23 at 12:05 p.m.
received a report from a male student
concerning a stolen backpack. The student had left his backpack on a field
while playing Frisbee and returned to
find it missing. Items lost with the bag
included his iPhone, glasses, ATM card
and a gift card. Officers later arrested
two individuals, one of whom had the
iPhone and one of whom had the ATM

card and gift card. The glasses were
not found. Neither of the suspects were
students. The case is currently being
processed in court.

Buddy system

Medford police on Oct. 24 at 1:49 a.m.
reported individuals throwing trash barrels on the train tracks by Boston
Avenue. When TUPD arrived, Medford
officers were talking to a male student
who was not directly involved in the
incident. His roommate, the student

News

Wednesday, October 30, 2013

who had been witnessed throwing the
barrels, had run away. Officers accompanied the uninvolved student back to
his house on Boston Avenue but could
not locate his roommate.

him to the ATM. The officer smelled
alcohol on the student and subsequently asked what was bulging out under
his sweatshirt. The student revealed a
1.75 liter bottle of Jack Daniels. The
officer confiscated the bottle.

Baby Jack

On Oct. 27 at 12:0 3 a.m. a male student knocked on the door of the Mayer
Campus Center, which was locked for
an event, and asked to use the ATM
inside. The supervising officer on duty
agreed, let the student in and escorted

—Compiled by Menghan Liu

Greenblatt encourages nonprofit work
GREENBLATT

continued from page 1

tistics regarding the global water
crisis — and the facts that over
a billion people worldwide lack
access to clean drinking water
and 2.6 billion lack adequate
sanitation — greatly disturbed
him. He became inspired to do
his part to resolve this issue and
decided to develop a brand of
bottled water to generate funds
for water, sanitation and hygiene
education programs.
From the start, it was a
challenging venture, and
Greenblatt initially struggled
to effectively market and distribute his water bottle brand.
He described this startup
period, during which he sold
Ethos Water exclusively from
his home in Los Angeles, as
one of profound uncertainty.
“Everyone loves a success
story,” he said. “But before those
success stories, there are a lot
of tough nights, hard conversations, debates about what we
were going to do next.”
Greenblatt and his colleague
Peter Thum eventually managed to get local stores to carry
the brand. Greenblatt said their
greatest breakthrough was the
moment when the Starbucks
Coffee Company purchased
Ethos Water in 2005 and agreed
to donate five cents for every
bottle sold to water-themed

charities, as well as a minimum of $10 million over its
first five years of sales. He said
that this represented the company’s best chance of turning consumers into activists
and bettering the company’s
chances of making a collective
impact towards resolving the
global water crisis.
Greenblatt addressed his
other efforts involving social
entrepreneurship, including
many which he handles on a
regular basis at his position
in the White House. He spoke
of ways in which individuals
can devote themselves to the
“social innovation agenda.”
Volunteering for nonprofit organizations, including
AmeriCorps, was one method
which he praised specifically.
“The nonprofit field in this
country is the most vibrant in
the world, and it is the safety
net that provides so much to so
many,” Greenblatt said. “If you
want to change the world, this
is one way in which you can do
just that.”
Greenblatt said he will collaborate with his White House team
to help financially support nonprofit organizations and develop
venture economies. He is currently working to implement
the Jumpstart Our Businesses
Startups Act, also known as the
JOBS Act, which he said would

Wagner hopes
to broaden local
connections
WAGNER

continued from page 1

September of last year, a role also previously held by Beyer before his promotion, according to Lechan.
Since Wagner still maintains this former position, he will ultimately have
to make a decision between his Tufts
Medical Physicians Organization job and
his work as the CEO of Tufts Medical.
“He can’t continue to do both of
those jobs forever,” Lechan said.
Wagner explained that he hopes to
make a decision within the next three
months. In the meantime, he said, he
has a counsel of three chairs to help
him manage the work of both roles.
Although it is not the largest hospital
in its market area, Tufts Medical is considered to be a value provider in the
marketplace, Wagner said.
“We’re the number one academic
medical center nationally in terms of
the [cost] efficiency in care that we
provide, according to the University
HealthSystem Consortium,” he said.
Wagner noted that, when patients
need heart transplants, they come to
Tufts more frequently than to any other
medical center in New England.
Monaco said he is confident that Wagner
will be a good leader for the center.
“Michael Wagner is a respected physician and skilled administrator who
has the medical knowledge, business
expertise and commitment needed
to ensure continued progress for the
Tufts Medical Center at this time,”
Monaco said.

Kyra Sturgill / The Tufts Daily

Special Assistant to President Barack Obama Jonathan Greenblatt spoke about his experiences in social entrenpreneurship at the Lyon & Bendheim Alumni Lecture last night at 51 Winthrop St.
unlock the ability for individuals to put their money to use on
entrepreneurial projects.
“Our goal here is to create
institutional capital, capable
intermediaries, new financial
instruments and better information,” he said. “If we get
that to work, we will get the

impact economy that we all
want to see.”
Greenblatt concluded his
speech by citing two quotations by Civil Rights Movement
figureheads Martin Luther
King, Jr. and Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel.
“Life’s most important ques-

tion is, ‘What are you doing
for others?” and ‘Every little
deed matters — we all have the
power to change the world,’”
Greenblatt said. “That is what
I want to leave you with today.
How will you change the world
and how will you plant the seeds
of doing so?”

Tufts to provide college preparation, financial aid to
neighboring communities
APPLICATION

continued from page 1

essay-writing workshops for applying
students, as well as recommendationletter training workshops for teachers.
The university will also offer a “Kids to
College” program for sixth graders and
invite ninth graders to campus each
year to help them gain awareness about
college and the application process.
Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Lee
Coffin will also personally send letters to high-achieving students inviting
them to apply.
“College readiness is a critical piece
in preparing students to be competitive in a global market,” Pierantozzi
told the Daily. “Each of the proposed
programs outlined in this agreement
is specifically designed to support college readiness efforts, and we’re thrilled
to be working side by side with Tufts
University on providing our students
with that competitive edge.”
In addition to showing support through programming efforts,
Somerville Director of Communications
Denise Taylor said that Tufts will also
increase its financial contributions
to Somerville. The university plans to
increase its annual payments by almost
two-thirds, from $175,000 to $275,000
per year, amounting to the total $1.375
million over a five-year period.		
According to an Oct. 23 article from
the Medford Transcript, the same financial plan will also apply in Medford.
Medford also requested an advance of
$500,000 on annual payments to be
applied to the public schools.
A five-year timeline was adopted
over the traditional ten-year timeline

in order to provide more predictability and responsiveness to community
needs over time, Taylor told the Daily
in an email. The agreement will expire
in June 2018.
According to Pierantozzi, the decision to waive the application fee was
made in light of the serious financial
constraints that many Somerville residents experience.
When negotiating the agreement,
Somerville Mayor Joseph Curtatone and
school representatives wanted to be certain that families would not have to
decide between buying necessities and
paying for the application, Taylor said.
“Two-thirds of Somerville students
qualify for free or reduced-price lunch,
meaning every dollar matters in their
households,” Taylor told the Daily in
an email.
Pierantozzi said he expects that the
new policy will result in an increased
number of applications to Tufts. He
believes that the agreement’s focus on
strengthening the personal connection
between Tufts and Somerville students
through targeted outreach efforts, in
addition to waiving the university’s
application fees, will further open the
door for underprivileged students.
“[Waiving the fee] makes the goal
of being able to pursue a college
education much more attainable,”
Pierantozzi said.
According
to
the
Office
of
Undergraduate
Admissions,
over
a dozen students from the two cities
now attend Tufts. During the past five
years, the number of applicants from
Somerville — mostly from Somerville
High — has ranged from19 to 36. The

current freshman class, totaling 1,318
students, includes two from Somerville.
Taylor said that the partnership is
similar to a payment in lieu of taxes
agreement since Tufts, as a tax-exempt
educational institution, does not pay
taxes on its property. Contributions
will go towards city services such
as the Somerville Police and Fire
Departments, from which the university also benefits.
Rubel insisted that the increased payment will not impact current students,
but will only help prospective ones in
local towns.
“Through [these agreements] we
wanted to show our commitment to
the Medford and Somerville school systems and ensure those students have
the information they need to make
informed choices about their college
future,” she said.
Taylor stated that in addition to supporting local academic programs, Tufts’
role has historically been an important
addition to community projects including the Shape Up Somerville anti-obesity and healthy living initiative. Over
200 Tufts students also volunteer every
year for Tufts Kids’ Day, a 50-year tradition during which children from the
Somerville and Medford communities
come to campus for fun and games
sponsored by the Leonard Carmichael
Society, the umbrella organization for
community service at Tufts.
“Tufts is deeply committed to continuing its strong partnership with the
City of Medford and with the City of
Somerville,” Rubel said. “Chances are
good that we will work on another
agreement.”
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Fire up
the grill
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Cathy Stanton, lecturer in the Department of Anthropology, is currently working on a study of Peddocks Island in the Boston Harbor
Islands National Recreation Area.

Taste of Tufts: Stanton works with National
Park Service to understand communities
by

Danielle Bennett
Daily Staff Writer

Cathy Stanton, lecturer in the
Department of Anthropology, on Oct.
25 gave the second lecture of the “Taste
of Tufts” series, discussing her ethnographic research in various areas of the
National Park Service.
Stanton has done work with heritage
tourism, historic sites and historic memory and consciousness. Before turning
to the main subject of her lecture, she
acquainted the audience with anthropological thinking. Stanton first defined
a few terms that cultural anthropologists
use to think about culture in 2013.
“We talk about participant observations, where you don’t just go and look
but you step into the picture, as opposed
to standing on the outside and looking
in,” she said.
Stanton explained that this sometimes includes conducting interviews
and mapping spatial relationships.
“The goal is to get a sense of what
the place or the culture looks like from
the inside and also a more analytical
framework for thinking about it from the
outside, so we’re always on both sides of
that fence,” she said.
Inserting an anthropologist into an
environment to conduct a study can
change the results, Stanton said.
“I’m not just thinking about a group
I’m studying or a report I’m writing, but
I’m trying to think of a more holistic way
of thinking of how my actions and my
words are going to affect [the study],”
she said.
After describing the difficulties inherent in an anthropologist’s work, Stanton
introduced one of her studies, centered
in Salem, Mass.
“When you think of Salem, you think
of witches and schooners from a particular time in history, but it was once
the Polish neighborhood,” she said.
This was when Salem had a large
industrial presence, and Polish immigrants worked in the factories there.
Many of them eventually moved to
the suburbs, and the main social hall
of Salem, called St. Joseph Hall, was
incorporated into the National Parks
in 1988. Stanton was called to perform
research on the community surrounding the building.
“Part of this study was dealing with
the fractious early politics and how that
got solidified over time,” she said.
One important finding of her
research was that the Polish community in Salem practiced strategic essentialism: They seemed to become more
Polish when they moved to America.
Stanton said that, although the study
had to be conducted carefully given
the timeline, it is a classic example of
salvage ethnography, or having the

opportunity to talk to people before
they pass away.
“There was one amazing 99-year-old
woman. She was so smart and funny,
and I interviewed her several times,”
Stanton said. “She died just before the
report came out, but we had a lot of
interviews with her.”
Stanton described the end result of the
work in Salem as feel-good research.
“People really thought that this
research was putting something into
visibility,” she said.
Stanton then introduced her 2012
study on the Martin Van Buren National
Historic Site. Originally, just the mansion itself was a National Park, but it
eventually expanded to encompass the
over 200-acre farm nearby.
“There were a lot of people in the
Parks Service who just didn’t want to
deal with this farm,” she said.
Stanton said she was hired to research
the area because she was not a part
of the Park Service and could provide
unbiased judgment about how to incorporate the farm into the established
agriculture system in Columbia County,
N.Y. This year, she won the Excellence
for Consulting award in the individual
category from the National Council on
Public History for her work.
Stanton’s current study is located on
Peddocks Island in the Boston Harbor
Islands National Recreation Area. In
one of the island’s three sections, or
“heads,” there is a sizable community
of cottages — some having been there
for over a century.
“[There is] not just one bureaucracy,
but 10 bureaucracies to manage the 38
Harbor Islands,” she said.
Peddocks Island, owned by the
State Department of Conservation and
Recreation, is one of the largest among
the Harbor Islands.
“I am there at the behest of the
National Park Service, but I am studying
land owned by the state,” Stanton said.
This occasionally causes complications, she said, since the National Park
Service does not own any of the islands,
only a few outposts.
“The state is the landlord, and the Park
Service is there involved in the interpretation of the land,” Stanton said.
The Park Service’s goal in commissioning Stanton’s research was to better
understand the history of the Peddocks
Island communities so that it can be
more informed when managing the
island. The study focuses on the culture
of Middle Head, which can get complicated since culture is a process, according to Stanton.
“One of the things I was asked to do
was document which cottage came from
where,” she said.
Stanton explained that this was difficult since there are three groups

in the area. The first is a group of
Portuguese fishermen, originally from
Long Island, that settled in the Middle
Head in the 1880s. The second is a
group of people involved in the seasonal homes and hotels constructed
in the 1870s and 1880s.
In 1897, the federal government starting building Fort Andrews on East Head
— the same fort used to film “Shutter
Island” (2010). The soldiers stationed
at the fort eventually moved to Middle
Head, which they tended to inhabit yearround. This provided a more grounding
presence and made up the third main
community found on the island, according to Stanton.
Along the way, she observed that these
three groups were more connected than
she had initially anticipated.
“When I was on Middle Head, someone once said to me early on, ‘We’re all
related.’ And I said, ‘Yeah, yeah, sure,’”
Stanton said. “But then I got looking
and spent a lot of time this summer
on Ancestry.com — which is strangely
addictive — and finding even more connections than people knew about.”
The more recent history of Fort
Andrews involves a lapse in management from a private owner and then
a buyout in 1970, when the state purchased the fort to create a Harbor
Islands Park. Stanton believes this was
not handled well.
“They just really didn’t want to deal
with the people and their cottages, so
they attempted a mass eviction overnight of everyone from their cottages,”
she said. “And there was a huge uprising,
as you can imagine, because these people have very deep-seeded attachments
to this place.”
The state initially assumed that the
fort’s inhabitants were remnants of communities gone by and could be pushed
off of the land, according to Stanton.
She will face political complications like
this as she continues her research on
Peddocks Island.
“My conclusion about is that ... it’s a very
place-bound sense of community,” she said.
These conclusions, however, are not
the kinds of answers that the state is
looking for. If the people of Middle Head
can present themselves as a traditional
community with strong ties to the land,
they have more of a chance of staying on
the island, according to Stanton.
She believes that the work anthropologists complete is capable of producing
substantial change.
“I have been doing this for 15 years
now; we are creating stories that can be
very compelling. If you can tell the story
of a group in a compelling way, it can
sometimes get the ear of management
in a way that it wouldn’t otherwise,”
Stanton said. “And that’s the job of the
ethnographers — to convey.”

ast week I said I’d reveal if God
exists and after much deliberation,
I’m ready to put it all on the line. The
answer is yes, there is indeed a god
and his name is Walt “Clyde” Frazier, former point guard for the New York Knicks.
Currently a commentator, he wears cowprint suits and has a better command
of the English language than William
Shakespeare. He uses the word “percolate”
and rhymes nearly everything. He also
frequently says, “you know who the Knicks
could use right now? Ben Zuckert. Once
you look past his complete lack of muscle
and four-inch vertical leap, you’ll see a kid
who’s definitely ready for the NBA.”
If I could write this whole thing about
Walt Frazier, I totally would, but I can’t
because I have editors.
Okay, this week we’re moving on to
the fourth book of the Bible: Numbers.
In Numbers 11, the Israelites have been
wandering the desert for a while and start
to complain about the lack of food:
“If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost —
also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions
and garlic.”
That diet sounds incredible — probably super local and organic as well.
You can’t blame them. Then they asked,
“Where is the corned beef? Where is the
tender pastrami?”
I think I regret making that joke, but I
had to do it.
So what did the Israelites have to eat?
Basically all they had was manna, which
was like “coriander seed and looked like
resin.” Okay, that sounds terrible, but it
gets better.
“It tasted like something made with
olive oil.”
Who doesn’t like olive oil? And who
complains after being freed from slavery?
Moses hears their complaints and speaks
to God.
“What have I done to displease you
that you put the burden of all these people on me?”
Moses is so troubled about it, he
continues.
“If this is how you are going to treat me,
please go ahead and kill me.”
This is my kind of leader.
Some other things happen and then
God creates a wind, which drops three feet
worth of quail around the Israelites’ camp.
All is good in the biblical hood, right? No,
because two Israelites were prophesying
so God hits them with a plague. Everyone
knows Moses can be the only prophet.
Well, not according to Moses, who says, “I
wish that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit
on them!” Moses has some serious issues.
Let’s take it back to Tufts. Jumbos have
the luxury of really good dining hall food,
but sometimes those options can get
repetitive. So when you call home, you say
to your mom, “Mom, I miss your cooking
— your chicken pot pie, your chocolate
cake, your slow-roasted pork with Cajun
seasoning.” Then your mom says, “You
want me to send that stuff up to you?”
You start to dance a little bit, but then
you hear a low voice come on the line:
“Son, your mom’s not sending you any
of that. You hear me?” You answer, “Fine,
dad. She was just offering.” Then he says,
“When I was at college all I ate was bread
and meatloaf.” You say, “You didn’t even
go to college.” And he says, “That’s right
because I’m a self-made man. So cook
your own food, goddamn it.”
Your dad hangs up the phone, but luckily
your sweet, sweet mother is still on the line
and she agrees to send you some meat. You
eat it and then realize it wasn’t refrigerated.
You get food poisoning (the plague), but
watch “The Wire” so your roommate finally
stops telling you about it.

Ben Zuckert is a senior majoring in political science. He can be reached at Benjamin.
Zuckert@tufts.edu.
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Do you love science?
Want to put physics, chemistry, biology and math to good use?
Curious about Earth?

Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences
Spring 2014 Courses
EOS 2 Environmental Geology
EOS 12 Igneous & Metamorphic Petrology
EOS 13 Isotope Geochemistry
EOS 22 Structural Geology

EOS 42 Sedimentology & Stratigraphy
EOS 104 Geological GIS
EOS 133 Field Hydrogeology
EOS 192 Paleoclimate
EOS 288 Groundwater Modeling

Tufts EOS Spring Break Field Trip, southern Utah

course descriptions and major programs at:

eos.tufts.edu
facebook.com/TuftsEOS
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Theater Review

Nimarta Narang | Hello U.S.A

‘The Power of Duff’ pushes boundaries,
explores socially relevant topics
by

Lukas Papenfusscline
Contributing Writer

“Religion is the neglected and deluded stepchild of logic and reason,” character Scott Zoellner, a news director,

The Power of Duff
Directed by Peter DuBois
Huntington Theatre Company
264 Huntington Ave, Boston 02115
explains in a critical scene in Stephen
Belber’s “The Power of Duff.” A local
production of the play — directed by
Peter DuBois for Boston’s Huntington
Theatre Company — deftly explores the
role of religion and spirituality in ostensibly secular America.
“The Power of Duff” tells the story of
Charles Duff (David Wilson Barnes), an
anchor at Channel 10 News in Rochester,
New York. After his father’s funeral, Duff
returns to work and improvises a prayer
on one of his live broadcasts — to the
delight of many viewers and the horror of
his boss and fellow journalists, who blast
him for his lack of journalistic integrity.
Duff, however, continues to ad-lib prayers
each night, creating a great change in his
community and transforming him into a
Christ-like figure. Although the play contains hints of darker material, it avoids a
predictable collapse into tragedy. In fact,

Courtesy T. Charles Erickson / Huntington Theatre Company

‘The Power of Duff’ uses multimedia set pieces to help transition between scenes.
the first act is comedic and light, while
the second act clings hopefully to optimism and the power of community in the
face of sorrow and failure.
It’s easy to question the relevance
of a play focused on a television news
channel in the age of the Internet. Yet
modern issues dominate Belber’s work:
gentrification, homosexuality, marital
and familial issues and the role of religion in contemporary society. Belber’s
play is reminiscent of “Network” (1976),

Gallery Review

Paddy Chayefsky’s stunningly prescient
film about a crazed news anchor who is
exploited for ratings, revealing the insanity of American media. Indeed, once word
spreads about Duff’s religious work, others try to take advantage of him for their
own profit. Belber even incorporates a
scene where Duff is flown to a meeting with a Google executive to discuss a
future crusade into Africa — highlighting
see DUFF, page 6

TV Review

‘American Horror
Story’ continues
to thrill
by

Akshita Vaidyanathan
Senior Staff Writer

Ever since the first season of “American
Horror Story” debuted in 2011, creators
Ryan Murphy and Brad Falchuk have

American Horror Story: Coven
Starring Evan Peters, Taissa Farmiga,
Jessica Lange, Emma Roberts
Courtesy Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Photographic depictions of peace amidst the turmoil of war are highlights in
the exhibition.

a triptych of three enormous Polaroids
and depicts a woman reclining luxuriously on a bed, gazing disinterestedly
out of the frame. Her bored expression is
juxtaposed with the decorations on the
bed, her clothing and the background —
all of which are adorned by a mosaic of
bullet casings.
On the adjacent wall, a description
of the exhibit describes the difference
between the stories these photos tell and
the stories most western societies associate with the Arab world. As it explains,
the purpose of the exhibit is to “challenge
Western notions about the ‘Orient,’ examine complexities of identity and redefine
documentary as a genre.” This goal is
achieved through the artists’ attempts to

offered audiences an amalgam of disturbing introductions, music, characters
and storylines — all of which occur in
equally alarming settings. “American
Horror Story: Coven” — the FX show’s
third installment — is no exception.
What makes this show different from
most is that, although the cast has
remained relatively constant over the
years, the plot has changed completely.
Season one, “Murder House,” was set in a
ghost-filled haunted house, while season
two, “Asylum,” took place in a 1960s mental hospital. The latest season, “Coven,”
occurs in present day New Orleans at a
school for young witches.
The continuity of the cast allows for
more breadth in the storyline of the show
— something that the writers use to their
full advantage. Because the whole story
takes place within one season and is not
spread out over an indefinite amount
of time, the series leaves very few loose
ends. Indeed, both “Murder House” and
“Asylum” featured tightly knit plots and
exciting, fulfilling conclusions. The condensed nature of the show is part of what

see MFA, page 6

see COVEN, page 6

MFA exhibit features Iranian,
Arabic photographers
by

Hadley Gibson

Daily Editorial Board

The Museum of Fine Arts (MFA) is currently exhibiting “She Who Tells a Story:
Women Photographers from Iran and
the Arab World,” which will run through
Jan. 12 and features photographs from
12 prominent Iranian and Arabic female
photographers. Throughout the gallery,
each woman’s photographs provide a
unique commentary on the social conditions of her homeland — ranging from
observations about women’s traditional
societal roles to interpretations about the
effects of war on everyday life.
Upon first entering the gallery, the
viewer is greeted by a larger-than-life
portrait by Lalla Essaydi. Entitled “Bullet
Revisited #3,” the piece is broken into

Airs Wednesdays at 10 p.m. on FX

Hello
‘Insert
Culture’

M

y idea of a perfect Friday
night involves Indian food,
Bollywood music and a lot
of dancing. Luckily for me,
The Hindu Students Council and Tufts
Association of South Asians (TASA) jointly organized a Diwali event at Tufts this
past Friday. Diwali is the festival of lights,
and — to keep the explanation simple —
it is a holiday celebrating the victory of
good over evil and light over the darkness
of our ignorance. The evening event was
illuminated with lights as we began with
a puja, or prayer service, and then had a
dinner followed by a celebration — which
is when the dancing came in.
I jumped at the opportunity to help
organize the event, since Diwali is a festival I celebrate back home. I was pleasantly surprised to see so many people gearing up for the event by painting of the
cannon, helping out as part of TASA or
the Hindu Students Council, or setting up
with the Diwali committee. As for those
students who didn’t celebrate Diwali, it
was nice to see them soak up the buzz of
the celebration. Granted, most were participating for the Indian food, but at least
they still cared enough to ask about the
significance of the holiday and the prayer
service. It was as if they had stepped into
another cultural atmosphere temporarily
— tourists in the midst of the South Asian
cultural atmosphere at Sophia Gordon.
As excited as I was to wear a salwar
kameez — a traditional outfit for women
— I was a little anxious as to the responses I would receive once I stepped out of
my residence hall. I have seen people
dressed in pajamas, superhero costumes,
dance costumes and even shorts with
blue spray-paint gallivanting around
Tufts. Therefore, I figured a traditional
outfit shouldn’t be any more eye-catching. But the idea of wearing something so
definitive of my culture for everyone to
see was a little unnerving. I got glances,
smiles and various messages along the
lines of “You look nice!” or “Oh, it’s you!”
It was quite interesting to see the effect
clothing can have on how other people
approach you.
I was also a little skeptical of the compliments; merely putting on ethnic clothing
does not necessarily mean that I looked
nice. Maybe what they really meant was
“different.” Back at home, I would wear
traditional outfits once a week and would
not hesitate being seen in them out at the
malls or other venues. Here in the United
States, clothing is a cultural aspect I have
had to adapt to. (I recently learned that
there is a difference between leggings and
tights.) After having a strict dress-code
policy back in high school in which I had
to wear a uniform, it is strange to dress so
casually for classes and not receive looks
of disdain from the professors. I also
found it strange seeing many of my South
Asian friends wearing traditional clothing
— a little ironic because now I do not give
a second thought about their appearance
when they wear Western clothing.
It was also nice to see those who do
not celebrate Diwali come to the event
in traditional South Asian clothing. It
reassured me that students at Tufts are
receptive to different cultures and are
willing to take the extra step to immerse
themselves in different cultural practices. Halloween is near, and I will be
dressing in my first ever costume for a
holiday I have never celebrated before.
Seeing people dress up in traditional
South Asian attire just shows me that we
are all adjusting to each other’s practices, ideas, backgrounds and beliefs. It is
“Hello U.S.A.” for me, but it is also “Hello
‘Insert Culture’” for everyone else.

Nimarta Narang is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major. She can be reached at
Nimarta.Narang@tufts.edu.
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‘Duff’ offers delightful cast, wonderful production value
DUFF

continued from page 5

the exploitative consumerism that can go
hand-in-hand with religion.
DuBois’ direction is seamless and
effective — there are no wasted moments
and no blackouts between scenes. Rapid
and energetic set changes swirl around
actors as they walk into new scenes, while
they simultaneously change clothes and
pick up a prop or two. The eight-actor
ensemble cast, despite its large size, is
also impressive. Most notably, the cast is
able to generate the suspense and thrill
of on-air presentations. The improvisatory nature of Duff’s prayers and the
response of his fellow newscasters are
both convincing and powerful, furthering the authenticity of the performance.
While Belber’s characters initially appear
one dimensional and stereotypical, careful
and expert characterization allows each to
grow into a complex personality. Barnes
presents a polished and insincere facade
that’s completely believable. At the office
and with his family, we see only the shell of
a proud and masculine man. It’s not until

he faces his own isolation that we begin to
notice cracks in his personality. Barnes brilliantly reveals these flaws as he struggles to
get closer to his alienated wife and son. Amy
Pietz, who plays his ex-wife Lisa, brings a
fiery maternal force to her character, refusing to let Duff get away with neglecting her
and their son. The real treasure, though, is
Brendan Griffin, who plays Duff’s coworker,
John Ebbs. Although he acts like a garish
goofball on and off the air, Ebbs is actually
profoundly depressed. Through his character, Griffin is able to truly delve into the
dichotomies of depression and find relief
in the human connection he longs for —
which may just be the communal religion
that Duff is advocating.
The astonishing set, designed by David
Rockwell, includes a news desk and many
television screens. These TVs are imaginatively used throughout the production, both as the background for the news
program and also to represent windows,
weather, breaking glass and tall ceilings.
But several realistic and detailed set pieces, such as Duff’s father’s kitchen and
Puff’s own living room, seem unnecessary

and out-of-place. Moreover, the costumes
strike a discordant note — they appear
dated and stale, like a poor attempt to capture the style of “Mad Men” (2007-present)
and the glory of media during that era.
Belber wrote “The Power of Duff” after
reading a statistic in Time Magazine
that stated 95 percent of Americans
believe in God. Touching upon religion
in American art is risky, but Belber does
so with ease, casually increasing the
discourse without imposing personal
beliefs. Indeed, his protagonist avoids
preaching morals and lessons, instead
asking that religion manifest itself in
meaningful human connection and
community support. In this era, religion is often considered ineffectual or
irrelevant, but, as a new wave of “atheist spirituality” rises, many intellectuals
are exploring what role connectedness,
integrity and mindfulness can play in
people’s lives. “The Power of Duff” calls
for reflection on how modern-day religion — however that may be defined
— can fit into media, daily routines and
even art.

Courtesy T. Charles Erickson / Huntington Theatre Company

Despite Duff’s spiritual revelations, he still
struggles to connect to son Ricky.

Female photographers examine war, politics
MFA

continued from page 5

Courtesy Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Newsha Tavakolian imposes Arabic text over many of her photos.

demystify women in the Middle
East through their work.
The exhibit is divided into sections of similarly themed pieces.
“Deconstructing Orientalism”
deals with the issue of the hijab,
or headscarf. One of the most provocative pieces from this section is
“Untitled I & II” by Jananne Al-Ani.
The piece consists of two photos
positioned on opposite sides of a
small hallway. The pictures depict
Al-Ani and the women of her family dressed in different levels of
veiling, and each panel shows the
same women looking across the
space at another version of themselves. The viewer is caught in
between the two, becoming a part
of the work as the women in the
photographs stare back from both
sides. The effect is both powerful
and chilling, forcing the viewer
to think about the implications
of the veil and how it affects a
woman’s identity.
In a series of nine photographs
entitled “Mother, Daughter, Doll,”
Boushra Almutawakel suggests

that religious extremism has taken
control of women’s bodies. In this
series, a woman and her daughter
are shown in various stages of veiling — a doll in the little girl’s arms
is slowly covered as well. As the
eye progresses down the line of
photos, the pairs’ clothing changes
from color to black, in conjunction
with the growing seriousness of
their expressions. The second to
last picture shows the woman, her
daughter and the doll adorned in
full burqa, with mesh over their
eyes. The final photo presents only
the black background, making a
poignant statement about how the
veil can take away the identity of
the wearer.
Another area of the gallery,
called “Constructing Identities,”
features images of contemporary
Arab society through varying
visual media, like large groups
of photos and a section of television screens. The last major
theme is “New Documentary,”
which follows “real life experiences” such as “urban life, war,
occupation, protest and revolt”
and the effects that they have

had on everyday life.
Gohar Dashti’s “Untitled #4, 5,
1, 7, 8 and 2” brings this theme to
life with an assortment of photos
depicting a young couple placed
amidst a battlefield. In one photo,
the couple is shown hanging white
flags on a barbed wire fence; in
another, they are eating dinner in
a sandbag fort.
Other notable works include
Shirin Neshat’s photographs of
women with Arabic script written across their faces, women
with lethal weapons placed near
their bodies and her picture of a
woman’s lower legs, tattooed with
images from a bloody Persian war.
Overall, the exhibit not only
discusses the oppression that
many women face in the Arab
world, but it also sheds light on
an often misunderstood culture. When the veil is removed,
the viewer sees a woman — not
the mythical Persian Queen
Scheherazade or a helpless victim. These female photographers
ultimately show Arabic women
for what they really are: resilient
and strong.

Witches, voodoo provide new spin in
popular series
COVEN

continued from page 5

makes “American Horror Story” so satisfying to watch.
Despite its unique plot structure,
“American Horror Story” is not universally appealing and is certainly not for
the faint of heart. In addition to the gore
and horror that is so central to the series,
“American Horror Story” also deals with
somewhat disturbing and alienating
themes, such as infidelity, sanity and
— it seems in this season — oppression
and racism.
“Coven” may be even gorier than the
past two seasons. Already, episodes have
incorporated disturbing racial torture,
the graphic resurrection of characters
from the dead and strange voodoo fertility ceremonies. Three action-packed
episodes of “Coven” have debuted so
far, proving that this season is measuring up to the standards of “Murder
House” and “Asylum.”
The depiction of fantastical figures
in mass media is nothing new. Witches
have been featured on countless TV
shows, including “Sabrina: The Teenage
Witch” (1996-2003), “The Vampire Diaries”
(2009-present), “Charmed” (1998-2006)
and “The Secret Circle”(2011-present). All
of these series have created their own
representations of witches, and “Coven”
seeks to do the same. The young, modern
witches of Miss Robichaux’s Academy for
Exceptional Young Ladies have the potential to make this a mystical, magical and
monstrous season.
Returning to the cast as new witch Zoe

Benson is the beloved Taissa Farmiga
from “Murder House.” Farmiga’s performance skillfully captures the innocence of her character, causing audiences to take a strong liking to Zoe.
Another surprising addition to the cast is
Emma Roberts as Madison Montgomery,
a spoiled, rich actress who also happens
to be a witch. Throughout her acting
career, Roberts has mostly taken roles
in mainstream romantic comedies like
“Valentine’s Day” (2010), “Aquamarine”
(2006) and “Celeste and Jesse Forever”
(2012) — making her appearance in
a show like “American Horror Story”
extremely unexpected. Although it may
seem like Roberts is challenging herself
with such a different genre, her character is unfortunately very similar to other
parts she has played before; Madison is
particularly reminiscent of Roberts’ role
in “Wild Child” (2008).
On the other hand, Jessica Lange never
fails to impress with her beautiful representation of complex and dark characters.
This season, Lange plays Fiona Goode,
the reigning Supreme Witch obsessed with
looking young and maintaining her power,
which seems to be slipping when a new
Supreme (presumably one of the girls in
the coven) begins to discover her new magical abilities.
Both the storyline and characters of
this season of “American Horror Story”
have the potential for strong development. The multifaceted witches, the gore
and the hauntingly alluring atmosphere
will have viewers reeling in anticipation
for each new episode of “Coven.”

Greg “Papa” Razzi via Flickr Creative Commons

Emma Roberts plays a young witch in the new season of ‘American Horror Story.’
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Giving back and moving forward
Given the overwhelmingly college-centric lives we lead, it is easy to forget that,
as Tufts students, we are also residents of
Medford and Somerville. The university
has therefore embarked on a new partnership with the two cities in an effort
to bolster relations with the surrounding
community. With a donation of $1.375
million over a five-year period — a portion of which will go toward local police
and fire departments — the university
hopes to build a mutually beneficial relationship with our local governments and
communities. This partnership is a commendable one, as it is necessary for Tufts
to give back to and maintain a good
standing with the community.
The agreement will also serve to
advance local high schools and assist
students applying to Tufts. The Office
of Undergraduate Admissions receives
applications from all over the world,
but the lack of applications from stu-

dents from our neighboring towns —
the number ranges from 19 to 36 from
Somerville in the last five years — is
rightfully concerning. To address this,
the university has decided to waive
the $70 application fee for Medford
and Somerville High School students in
hopes of eliminating any financial concerns preventing these students from
applying to Tufts. Although this might
be viewed as unfair to other Tufts applicants, it is worth noting that the option
to waive the fee is open to all students
who can prove they are financially
unable. By removing the fee for local
high school students, the university will
give students who might not otherwise
apply an opportunity to do so.
In addition, community outreach will
include providing SAT preparation and
essay-writing classes for local students
applying to the university as it looks
to increase the number of applications

from Medford and Somerville. The positive aspects of these community-building programs are undeniable. However,
it remains particularly unclear how Tufts
will manage these workshops, raising
the question of whether we should be
allocating all these resources toward
high school students rather than the
existing student body. The university
should clarify whether the prep courses
will be run by faculty, outside teachers
or even current Tufts students.
Regardless of the grey areas in Tufts’
new collaboration with Medford and
Somerville, it remains clear that the
partnership is both necessary and valuable. The university relies on the goodwill of local residents to carry on activities from Fall Gala to Spring Fling. More
importantly, the new program should
open up new opportunities for students
to withdraw from their daily lives and
engage with the local community.

sidewalks and a box spring mattress
left on a neighbor’s property — to be
someone else’s problem! We’ve heard
and seen it all!
The rat population in West Somerville
and Medford’s Hillside has increased
over the years. Concerns about rodents
in the neighborhoods are justifiably
triggered by improper trash disposal.
Here are some helpful “Trash Dos and
Don’ts” to remember: Trash and recyclables should not be left outside in
plastic or paper bags, but in barrels kept
closed until pick up day. Barrels should
be put out every week on the proper
day for pickup. They must be placed
curbside by 7:00 a.m. on the morning
of your assigned trash pickup day. Don’t
put them out any sooner than the night
before pickup. Barrels should be put
away as soon as possible after pickup.

They should be kept outside and, preferably, out of sight from the street. Don’t
leave barrels out for days. Call the city if
you have larger items for disposal. Don’t
throw trash into back or side yards.
If your house or apartment generates
more trash than the barrel will hold, ask
your landlord for additional barrels.
Long-time residents take pride in
the appearance of their neighborhood,
and you’re part of the neighborhood
too. Please take pride in where you live
and take good care of your house. Help
your neighbors keep your street clean.
Contact Tufts Community Relations with
any questions.
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Do you know why your neighbors are so
concerned about proper trash disposal?
Improper disposal of trash can be
unsightly and foul smelling, and lead
to insect and animal problems. It can
also lead to fines from city health
departments.
Since the beginning of the fall semester, the Office of Community Relations
has received a half dozen calls and
emails from neighbors concerned about
how Tufts renters manage their garbage, including concerns about garbage
being placed outside in unsealed containers well before trash pickup days,
loose garbage spilled out by animals left
without being cleaned up, garbage that
poses safety problems for children and
pets such as half-eaten chicken wing
bones and broken beer bottle glass on

Sincerely,
Susan Fuller-DeAmato
Assistant Director of Community Relations
at Tufts University

Hamid Mansoor Executive Online Editor

Corrections
BUSINESS
Daphne Wu
Executive Business Director
Li Liang Receivables Manager
P.O. Box 53018, Medford, MA 02155
617 627 3090 FAX 617 627 3910
daily@tuftsdaily.com

The Daily would like to formally apologize to Peter Tang, staff photographer at the Chicago Maroon, for our use of his copyrighted photograph of
Nobel Prize winner Eugene Fama without Tang or the Chicago Maroon’s permission. The photograph appeared on the front page of the Daily on
Oct. 29.
In the Oct. 28 article titled “Mural artist speaks about graffiti culture,” it was incorrectly stated that a public talk held by graffiti artist ABBY TC5 was
held in the Aidekman Arts Center Alumnae Lounge. In fact, the event was moved to the Sophia Gordon Multipurpose Room.
In the Oct. 29 Sports article “Tufts takes North Atlantic division crown,” senior co-captain Inbar Fried was incorrectly referred to as “Inbar Field.” In
fact, his last name is spelled “Fried,” not “Field.”

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.

Wednesday, October 30, 2013

The Tufts Daily

9

Op-Ed

The trouble with (just) recycling
Dan Jubelirer

by

Consider this: If every human being on
earth lived and consumed as Americans do,
we would need over four earths to support
ourselves. This is called global overshoot,
and it is like living off our ecological credit
card. Our current unsustainable way of life
is borrowing from the future. Is this sustainable? Hardly. So, as Tufts students, as young
people coming of age at a time of deep social
and environmental injustices, what should
we do? We didn’t create these problems; we
inherited them. Yet the responsibility to act
falls squarely on our shoulders.
I challenge Tufts students to go deeper
than just recycling or Zero Waste Week, and
to have discussions and debates about what
it will really take to create sustainability on
this small and fragile planet.
It is time to turn our critical eye toward
our institution’s “green initiatives.” I challenge my peers to go beyond traditional
environmentalism. We must go beyond the
institutionalized ideas of “going green,” such
as recycling and responsible consumerism,
in order to tackle the great environmental
crises of our time: climate change, deforestation, fresh water depletion and total ecological unraveling.
The trouble with recycling is that most of
our so-called environmental problems are
actually social and economic problems and
problems of power.
We need collective political action and
systemic changes. We need radical paradigm
shifts and shifts in consciousness, as well
as bold transformations of our economic,
political and social systems. This is because
we are not isolated. We are not, in actuality, the hyper-individualized consumers we
are conditioned to be. Our economic and
social behaviors are interrelated with each
other and entangled in broader systems of
economic activity, resource extraction and
networks of economic and political power.
Simply making different individual decisions
as consumers is based on the assumption
that our personal consumption is the root
of the problem. Personal overconsumption
is certainly part of the problem, but so is the
problem of corporate power, institutionalized racism and a whole model of economic
growth that puts profits for an elite class over
peoples’ health and the earth’s vitality.
Our human activities are interrelated in a
sort of ecology not dissimilar from the ways
nature and her natural processes are interrelated. For example, the political power of
the fossil fuel companies in turn affects what
consumer choices are available to us. Our
system isn’t broken; it is fixed — specifically
set up to reinforce class and racial hierarchies and to benefit corporate power. The
myth of the free market obscures the fact
that our intertwined economic and political

Kyra Sturgill / The Tufts Daily

system prioritizes large, unsustainable corporate profit via tax cuts, “free trade” agreements and government subsidies. Consider
that fossil fuel companies do not pay any
taxes or fees on carbon pollution and are
heavily subsidized by governments globally to the tune of $1.9 trillion a year. Trillion,
with a T, 2.5 percent of the global GDP. This
is corruption and greed at the highest level
and evidence of a massive failure on the
part of our leaders. To bring about a clean
energy revolution, we will need to not simply
recycle and use less, but also confront this
reality of corruption and systemic failure.
The way I see it, everyone should be recycling, composting and using efficient light
bulbs and appliances. This should be a baseline. If companies come up with innovative, efficient products or new ways of using
materials, that is great. If Tufts promotes
recycling initiates or encourages students to
consume less, I am all for it. But it isn’t nearly
enough to match the problem at hand. We
too often succeed at being responsible consumers but fail at being engaged with the
broader political systems we are a part of.
As Annie Leonard has said, we need to flex
our citizen muscles, as well as our good consumer muscles.
The simple truth is that we need immediate, bold and collective action in order to
rapidly create a paradigm shift and radically

change our social and economic systems. An
over-emphasis on recycling makes too many
of us feel good about ourselves, without
actually accomplishing much.
As Naomi Klein wrote recently: “Climate
Change. It’s not an ‘issue’ for you to add to
the list of things to worry about. It is a civilizational wakeup call. A powerful message
— spoken in the language of fires, floods,
storms and droughts — telling us that we
need an entirely new economic model, one
based on justice and sustainability.”
So please, keep recycling, keep trying to
buy things produced and grown locally and
use a reusable water bottle and coffee mug.
That is important. But don’t think that it is
enough, and please don’t stop there. Join the
growing climate movement, which is turning to tactics such as divestment and civil
disobedience to challenge the power of the
fossil fuel industry. Take classes on environmental justice, environmental racism and
social change. Educate yourself about alternative economic paradigms, such as the new
economy movement and eco-socialism. Be
a part of this movement. There is room for
you, and you are needed.
Dan Jubelirer is a junior majoring in peace
and justice studies. He can be reached at
Dan.Jubelirer@tufts.edu.

Finding enlightenment
Luke Decker

The Dartmouth

Sometimes, I feel as if I am just going
through the motions. So much of my
Dartmouth experience has been about next
steps -— deciding on how many majors to
pursue, what graduate school to attend and
so on. In many ways, as I look back on my
time at Dartmouth to date, I feel like I have
missed two years of my life.
By pragmatically spelling out my personal
goals and planning precisely how to achieve
them, I have not spared myself a minute in
my overbooked schedule to think or reflect
on my education. Perhaps even more importantly, I have not taken a moment to assess
my own intellectual maturation, and how
I was changing as a person through that
process. In my calculated trajectory toward
the next chapter of my life, I lost passion
to practicality. In forgetting about education’s ultimate purpose — to transform and
enlighten — I certainly have just been going
through the motions: riding a conveyer belt
to a graduation stage, knowing that when I
stood up in front of the thousands of people
staring right back at me on the Green, my
diploma would have honors stamped on it.
But how important are those tangibles of our

How
much is it
worth?

R
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Bhushan Deshpande | Words of Wisdom

education — the grades, the citations and the
honors — in the long haul?
Too often, as ambitious overachievers in
today’s meritocracy, we have overlooked the
intangible of insight in favor of numbers. For
instance, taking four classes at Dartmouth in
a single term has become more indicative of
success than fully investing oneself in three.
Achieving straight A’s in three layup courses
earns a student more accolades than another student who finishes with less favorable
grades in a much more personally challenging schedule. Could we blame the system of
higher education itself for cornering students
into this almost mindless pursuit of what is
deemed the highest success? Sure, but it is
never going to change. Merit equals success
today more than ever.
I wish that I had heard this from someone much sooner than I came to realize it
myself — think below the grandeur. Instead
of focusing in so closely on what comes
next, whether it be Yale Law School, Harvard
Medical School or an investment banking
job at Morgan Stanley, spend some time in
the present. There is no doubt that you are
not exactly the same person, with the same
interests, talents and friends, as you were the
first day you set foot on campus. Where have
your passions led you?

I am not here to say that enrolling in a
class with a light workload or high median
is a bad thing, or even sometimes necessary
given the rest of your schedule. But choosing to take classes term and term again for
the grade that will appear on your transcript
rather than their intellectual attractiveness to
you is choosing to go through the motions.
The same can be said for activities beyond
the classroom: extracurriculars, internships,
volunteer hours and athletics. Time is priceless. We only have four years of undergraduate study to find what it is we love doing and
develop an undying thirst to further pursue
that passion post-Dartmouth. If we do not
find an utmost joy in what we are doing, then
why do we continue to beat on?
The mentality of finding happiness only
after being admitted to the best graduate
school or employed by the most prestigious
corporation is an irrational one. What happens when we make it to the next level? Does
the mindless pursuit of merit to achieve the
“what’s next” end? If the Dartmouth conveyer belt is any indication, post-grad life will not
slow down afterwards as much as we would
like to believe. So if we simply plod along
with our eyes fixed on the future, we miss out
on the best years of our young lives. Why?
Because we looked past their importance.

ight
before
last
year’s
Commencement, the Class of 1963
had its 50-year reunion. Alongside
all the free wine and ice cream were
several long tables that the endowment
management office had set up, and they
were pushing hard to get folks to donate.
Maybe I will come back to Tufts for
my 50-year reunion in 2064 and maybe I
won’t, but I will be astonished if I end up
donating anything.
Last year, Tufts charged $55,212 for
tuition, fees, a single and a 160-meal plan.
I cut that down by 20 percent by working
two jobs during the year, but if anyone
has a way for an Arts and Sciences student
to do any better than that, I’d love to hear
it. Junior year was the lowest amount that
my family has ever paid for me, but even
despite that, I’m not sure it was all worth
it for the 35 weeks that I was on campus.
It isn’t that I have disliked the seven
semesters I have spent on campus; quite
the opposite. But Tufts makes it pretty
challenging to for me rationalize coming
here without having received a significant
tuition discount. Even accepting the fact
that Tufts will give you a better education,
additional opportunities for networking
and research access and name recognition for employment or graduate school
applications, it’s hard to imagine that it all
is (really can’t be) worth six figures more
than the local state university. Tufts students have been pretty fantastic overall,
but the same is just as true for the people
I know at UMass Amherst.
If Tufts spent all its money wisely, I
might feel a little bit better about my
decision. But that isn’t remotely close to
being true. Incoming freshmen last year
were given free 1GB flash drives, and I
must have found every last one left in
rooms at the end of the year. The Office
for Campus Life ordered 2,500 T-shirts
last Spring Fling and distributed them
on the day of the event, when everyone
who wanted a shirt that day already
had one. Just last week, Public Relations
decided it would be really important to
spend money to rent a helicopter so we
could update a two-year old aerial view
of campus.
The above are a small portion of the
university’s operating budget, but it is
emblematic of a much bigger problem:
much of the money the administration
spends is not for a clear purpose. We
pay our faculty handsomely (in the 75th
percentile of all universities) which is
certainly in line with our ultimate goal
of being a top-tier research and teaching university. However, can the same
be said of the university administration?
Each position is equivalent to one to four
full tuition scholarships. Hiring another
programming coordinator is implicitly a
decision to not have an additional dozen
internship grants or a decision to make
an additional student take on crushing
student loans.
There are 420 “non-faculty professional” or “executive administration” full time
employees (which exclude clerical and
technical positions) at the Schools of Arts
and Sciences and Engineering, or in other
words, more staff and administrators than
tenure-track professors. Not all of these
positions are unimportant. But there are
some that are quite clearly more valuable
to the university than others. Most of us
came to Tufts because it promised us an
excellent education and plentiful opportunity, and certainly many positions contribute to that vision. But there is a point,
long since passed, where the additional
position simply does not contribute in
any meaningful way to that vision. There
needs to be a serious re-evaluation by
President Monaco and Provost Harris
about which positions are truly essential
to the functioning of this university.

Bhushan Deshpande is a senior majoring in
quantitative economics. He can be reached
at Bhushan.Deshpande@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Engage the world with these new courses this spring!
ARB 6: Introduction to Egyptian Arabic
TW 9:05-10:20, F 9:30-10:20
El Nady
Introduction to the spoken Arabic used in Egypt. The course will
focus on day-to-day conversations by starting with daily basic
expressions and commonly used verb structures, and leading to
more complex conversations and sentence forming, through
engaging with a variety of social and cultural topics of current
relevance. Pre-requisite: Arabic 3.

ARB 92-01: Gender and Sexuality in the Middle East
M 6:30-9:00pm
Abowd
This course will provide students with insights into the
fascinating but often misunderstood realms of gender and
sexuality. It will explore the diverse cultural and political
realities in a region made and re-made over the last 200 years
by revolution, social movements, war, and colonial power and
anti-colonial resistance. Conducted in English.

ARB 92-02: Palestinian Cinema and Literature
W 6:30-9:00 pm
Abowd
This course will provide students with an overview of
contemporary Palestinian cinema and literature and address
crucial questions relating to Palestine, including themes such as
nationalism and national identity, gender and sexuality, cultural
hybridity, and colonialism. Conducted in English.

CHNS 90-01: Special Topics: Chinese Characters
MW 3:00-4:15
Wang, M
Explores historical, cultural, and linguistic aspects of Chinese
characters. Provides a deeper and more comprehensive
understanding of Chinese characters, which enables students
to expand their vocabulary in Chinese systematically and
efficiently. Major topics include origins and evolution of
Chinese characters, characters and culture, character structure
and components.

GER 92-01: Law and Culture
MW 4:30-5:45
Hiob
What is the law? What is its purpose? On the basis of literature
and film we will examine how law and culture interact. We want
to examine how law shapes our culture. Chosen texts will
include, among others, Kafka and Dickens, and films like The
Reader and Judge Dredd. This course is taught in English.

GER 92-02 Humans, Animals, and Hybrids
TR 6:00-7:15
Densky
Study of literary and visual human-animal portrayals from the
eighteenth century to the present. Focuses on aesthetic
representations of hybrids as well as cultural and ethical
questions around human action vis-à-vis animals. Discussion
of a range of short texts by influential writers and pathbreaking thinkers as well as selected films. Cross-listed with
ILVS 92-35. No prerequisites. In English.
OFFERINGS!

ILVS 192-09: End of the World, Plan B
M 6:00-9:00 pm
Inouye
A comparative study of end-of-the-world narratives considered
from the perspectives of Buddhism, Islam, Christianity,
Judaism, and Science. How and why our present notions about
a final catastrophic moment are actually a misunderstanding of a
paradigm common to these various traditions. Why justice is a
problem. For ILVS seniors, and a few others by permission of
the instructor. 1.0 credit.

RUS 92-01: Dostoevsky Goes to Hollywood
MW 1:30- 2:45; screenings T 7:30-9:30 Lemelin
What has Fyodor Dostoevsky got to do with Brad Pitt,
Gwyneth Paltrow, or Matt Damon, and what can he tell us
about twenty-first-century America? We’ll consider how
Dostoevsky’s ideas reverberate in contemporary American
films, including Fight Club, Dogma, The Matrix, and The
Emperor’s Club. No prerequisites; all readings and
discussions in English. Cross-listed with ILVS 92-33.

ILVS 60-01
Introduction to Literary Studies
MW 3:00-4:15 pm
Rastegar
How do we interact with a text? How does a work of art work? How do my critical skills and my
personal/cultural background affect my perception of the work of art? A rigorous introduction to
fundamental concepts and methods for personal and self-conscious engagement with literary
works. Focus on approaches such as Hermeneutics, Russian Formalism, Structuralism, Semiotics,
New Criticism, Phenomenology, Reception Theory, Reader - Response Theory, Aesthetics of
Reception, Post-Structuralism, Feminism, Marxism, Deconstruction, Psychoanalysis, and
Minority Discourse. Fulfills the introductory requirement for the ILVS literature track.

NEW COURES!
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

by

Wiley

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Finding a house that gives out full-size candy bars.

Late Night at the Daily

Tuesday’s Solution

Jamie: “I’m thinking of making my Halloween
costume the corpse of print journalism.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily
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Halloween
Midnight Organ Concert
~

Goddard Chapel
Thursday, October 31 • Doors open at 11:45 pm

Learn About:
!
!
!
!

Architectural Studies majors and minors
for Liberal Arts and Engineering students.
Architectural Studies Courses
Urban Studies minor
Study Abroad

!

Internships

!

Graduate School

!

Professional Careers

!

Boston Area Opportunities
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Join us on the eve of All Saints Day for a
combination of traditional religious music and
Halloween–themed tunes performed by Tufts
University Organist Dr. Janet Hunt.
Enjoy hot cider and donuts, meet students
from religious communities on campus, and
learn a bit about the tradition of Halloween
and All Saints Day. All are welcome. Feel free
to come in costume.
Sponsored by the Tufts University Chaplaincy
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Wanted
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-

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of
family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge
location. Apply online:
SPERMBANK.COM
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classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Tyler Maher | Beantown Beat

The
Celtics’
calamity

T

Courtesy GJ Vitale

The Tufts club baseball team fell to Harvard 7-6 in the first round of the New England Club Baseball Association’s playoffs after an 8-4
regular season record for the best finish in the team’s five-year history.

Young team holds promise for future
BASEBALL

continued from back

Since Zurier had fared better in his outing against Harvard than Vitale did, the
decision was made for Zurier to start
on Saturday. Vitale would be saved
for a possible game two, to be played
against University of New Hampshire.
Unfortunately for Tufts, the first game
of the single elimination tournament
did not go as planned. After jumping out to an early 5-1 lead, walks and
defensive mistakes plagued the Jumbos.

They gave up the early lead and lost in
the bottom of the seventh inning on a
walk-off single up the middle.
“The bases were loaded, so we had
the infield in,” Vitale said. “There was
a little chopper off the end of the
bat that went up the middle past
the pitcher. It went just between the
shortstop and second baseman.”
And just like that, the season was
over. Kreshtool, however, was quick to
call the season a success.
“Going in, we didn’t really have goals

Jumbos gear up for offseason training
CREW

continued from back

Gawlas then returned to cox the
Jumbos to a 14th-place finish in the
men’s collegiate eight event, where
they placed 14th out of 25 boats.
“This is our biggest trip of the year,”
senior William Ross, who was part of
the 14th place men’s collegiate eight
team, said. “Our goal on the day was to
try out different things to get the best
possible results and win the most medals, with an emphasis on fun as well.”
Tufts did not have many of its men’s
rowers race individually, with the exception of Ross, who placed seventh overall
in a 15-rower field in the men’s collegiate single event, and Dixon Minnick,
who placed ninth overall in a field of 12
in the men’s open light single event.
“I was very pleased with my individual performance because it was
my first race this season, and I managed to finish in the top half of the
pack,” Ross said. “In the collegiate
eight race, we were passed early by a
small Wesleyan crew, which kind of
gave us a reality check. We definitely
recognized there is still a lot of work
to be done both technically and physically this winter.”
The women also had their fair share
of quality races. The quad boat of
senior tri-captain Caroline Ricard,
sophomores Grace Reilly and Rachel
Siegler and senior Virginia Trumbull
had the best varsity performance by
the women on the day, placing sec-

ond out of nine in the women’s collegiate quad event. Tufts boats also
took fourth and fifth in the event,
cementing top-five dominance by the
Jumbos.
Tufts also raced four boats in the
women’s collegiate double event and
did not disappoint. The tandem of
Siegler and senior tri-captain Caitlin
Meeks placed sixth overall in the
17-boat race; freshmen Julia Davis
and Natalia Kastenberg were not too
far behind in ninth; seniors Alecia
Hagman and Maureen Hilton were
11th and senior Rachael Filer and
sophomore Claire Markoff were 12th.
The women’s lone win of the day
came from the novice division, as
sophomore Kate Ainsworth reached
the top of the podium in the women’s open novice single event. In that
race, which featured only Tufts rowers,
junior Lauren Paik took silver, sophomore Kellie King took bronze and
sophomore Amy Kao took fourth.
Tufts also had strong performances in the collegiate singles final. The
Jumbos had four rowers competing
in the field. Ricard led the Tufts rowers with a fourth place finish. Behind
her were sophomores Claire Sleigh in
eighth place and Emma Wells in ninth.
Rough conditions played a factor
throughout the regatta.
“The morning started cold. It was
probably in the upper 30s, low 40s,
and the wind picked up throughout
the day,” freshman coxswain Victoria
Moore, who led the women’s novice

other than to have a good time,” Kreshtool
said. “That’s what the club team is all
about. But once we started piling up the
wins, we wanted to reach the playoffs for
the first time in team history.”
Although Vitale will graduate this
spring, he says that team’s prospects
are looking good.
“We didn’t have many seniors [this
year], so we have a lot of young guys,”
he said. “The bulk of our team is
younger guys, so the future looks
bright for our team.”

eight to a 21st-place finish, said. “By
the afternoon, the wind was around
20 miles per hour, so the water was
pretty choppy.”
Other challenges unrelated to the
weather also arose for the Jumbos.
“The skeg [the part that helps control the steering] of our boat fell off
mid race, so steering the boat became
difficult,” Moore said of the novice
eight. “Despite this difficulty, I’m still
pleased that we came in 21st place.”
Ross described the constructive
team dynamic as the men’s and women’s teams came together at the same
competition.
“Bringing the entire program together definitely helped all of us,” Ross
said. “The men’s program is too caught
up on power on occasion, so it was
helpful to cheer on the women’s team,
who has a great focus on technique. We
can feed off each other and learn from
each other, which creates a healthy
environment for the program.”
The fall season has now ended for
the men’s team, which will begin competition on April 5 in the spring. The
women’s team still has a small boat
regatta on Mercer Lake in Princeton,
N.J. this weekend. After that, the
entirety of Tufts crew will continue to
train throughout the winter to prepare
for the spring season.
“A long winter off from rowing
will allow us to work on our strength
work,” Ross said. “We know we’ll be
standing somewhere different at the
end of the year.”

he Boston Celtics kick off their season tonight against the Toronto
Raptors. Even if the Red Sox weren’t
on the cusp of winning the World
Series, I still wouldn’t watch. I can’t. It’s
going to be too painful.
The Celtics are rebuilding, which is
a nice way of saying that they’re going
to be terrible this year. They made that
abundantly clear throughout a listless preseason in which they looked out-of-synch
and overmatched. The team is in flux,
having just traded away its heart and soul
— Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett.
Gone too is head coach Doc Rivers,
the steady hand and spiritual leader who
guided Boston to more than 400 wins
and seven playoff appearances in his nine
seasons at the helm. Rivers saw where
the team was going — nowhere — and
jumped ship, forcing a trade to the Los
Angeles Clippers where he can coach a
championship-caliber squad fronted by
Chris Paul and Blake Griffin.
Rivers is replaced on the Celtics bench
by Brad Stevens, a longtime college coach
at Butler with zero NBA coaching experience. Stevens is a smart guy who handles
young players well, but there’s going to
be an adjustment period as he learns the
ropes in his first year on the job.
Stevens’ inexperience is exacerbated by
his personnel who have yet to develop any
semblance of chemistry on the court. This
year’s outfit is an unfamiliar one, made up
largely of new players (none of whom are
particularly good) acquired in the blockbuster deal that sent Pierce, Garnett and
Jason Terry to the Brooklyn Nets.
To make matters worse, Rajon Rondo,
Boston’s dynamic point guard and best
player, is still recovering from a torn ACL
suffered last January. Rondo’s rehabilitation has gone well and, barring any major
setbacks, he should return to the court
this season, but nobody can say for sure
when that will be or if he’ll be the same
player when he comes back. His future is
made even more uncertain by whispers
that he too could be traded, and if/when
he leaves, there won’t be anyone left from
the Celtics team that reached the NBA
Finals in 2010.
Put it all together, and this is shaping up to be Boston’s worst season since
its 2006-2007 train-wreck of a year, in
which the team bottomed out by losing
18 games in a row at one point and finishing with a 24-58 record. That prompted
GM Danny Ainge to go out and trade for
Ray Allen and Kevin Garnett, assembling
a Big Three with Pierce that revitalized
basketball in Boston.
Their first season together culminated
with the Celtics winning their 17th championship and first since 1986. They brought
back Celtic Pride, sold out the Garden on
a regular basis and transformed the Cs
into perennial powerhouses in the Eastern
Conference.
This year is going to be different. Much
different. There probably won’t be too
many meaningful regular season games,
let alone any postseason games, and the
Garden figures to have plenty of empty
seats this winter. Next summer’s draft is
supposed to be loaded, so it makes sense
for the Celtics to tank in order to land a
good pick. They must sacrifice the present
in order to improve their future.
It’s going to be awhile before the Celtics
are good again. It’s going to be awhile
before I can start watching them play
again too.
Tyler Maher is a junior who is majoring
in economics. He can be reached at Tyler.
Maher@tufts.edu.
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Crew

First-place finish from lightweight four highlights
weekend at Head of the Fish
by

Chris Warren

Contributing Writer

The men’s and women’s crew
teams took their boats and
oars out west this past weekend for the 2013 Head of the
Fish Regatta, held in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y. The Tufts team
fielded over 30 boats and 70
rowers, the most of any participating school.
The top performance of the
day for the Jumbos was a firstplace effort in the men’s collegiate lightweight four event.
Freshman Doug Burt, sophomores Jackson Horwitz and
Jonathan Lapadula and junior
Sam Helrich, as well as sophomore coxswain Maria Karam,
placed first in a nine-team field
to claim victory in the event.
The rest of the men’s crew
team had impressive performances as well. Two Tufts
squads raced in the men’s collegiate four event, and both
performed up to expectations. The squad of juniors
Jeff Aalberg and Krzysztof
Danieliewicz,
sophomores
Spencer Moslow and JJ Zhou
and coxswain junior Kasia
Gawlas placed 17th overall in
the 32-team field. Meanwhile,
the team of freshman John
Bailey, senior Lex Clary, sophomore Martin Van Mierlo,
sophomore Andrew Warren
and coxswain junior Gracie
MacKenzie were not too far
behind in 23rd place.

Courtesy Anna Lindgren-Streicher

see CREW, page 15

The Tufts boat in the collegiate lightweight four event, manned by freshman Doug Burt, junior Sam Helrich, sophomores Jackson Horwitz and Jonathan
Lapadula as well as sophomore coxswain Maria Karam, took first place for the Jumbos at the Head of the Fish Regatta.

Club Baseball

Tufts’ stellar season
ends against Harvard
by

Alex Connors

Daily Editorial Board

The most successful season in Tufts club baseball history ended in heartbreak on
Saturday with a walk-off, 7-6
loss to Harvard in the first
round of the playoffs.
In its fifth year playing in
the New England Club Baseball
Association, Tufts finished
the regular season with an
8-4 record, which was good
enough for second place in
the Southeast division. The
Jumbos earned the final playoff spot, making the postseason for the first time in the
team’s five-year history.
Going into the last game
of the season against Boston
University, Tufts was a half
game ahead of Dartmouth for
the last playoff spot.
“We needed a win because
it was so close between us and
Dartmouth,” senior co-captain GJ Vitale said. “We didn’t
know what would happen if we
ended with the same record,
so we knew we needed to win
to give ourselves a chance. And
we did.”
The team won the game in
walk-off fashion, earning its
first-ever spot in the playoffs.
For senior co-captain Evan
Kreshtool, it was the most
memorable moment of the
season.

“[ The game was] Friday
night under the lights, which
only added to the excitement,”
Kreshtool said.
The win gave Tufts the sixth
seed in the playoffs, meaning it was matched up against
third-seeded division rival
Harvard in the first game of
the playoffs. Harvard won the
Southeast division with a 9-2
record but had split its season
series 1-1 against Tufts.
“We went in pretty confident,” Vitale said. “We realized that we were pretty even
teams.”
Vitale and junior Jack Zurier,
the team’s top two starting
pitchers, had each started one
game against Harvard during
the regular season. Zurier drew
his success this season from
a high-velocity fastball and a
good slider, while Vitale makes
up for his slower fastball with
a variety of quality off-speed
pitches.
The bulk of the offensive
production throughout the
season came from sophomore
shortstop Eric Smiley and
junior catcher Reilly Walker,
who batted third and fourth in
the lineup, respectively.
Vitale had high praise for
the duo.
“They were our two big
bats,” he said.
see BASEBALL, page 15

Golf

Jumbos conclude season with
26th-place finish
by

David McIntyre

Daily Editorial Board

In golf, the margin between
victory and defeat can be as
slim as the difference between
a par and a bogey. Consistency
is the elusive characteristic
that every golfer strives for,
but few attain.
For the Jumbos, it was a
lack of consistency that
frustrated them this season,
which concluded over the
weekend with a 26th-place
finish out of 38 teams at the
New England Intercollegiate
Golf Association (NEIGA)
Championship on Cape Cod.
Tufts posted a few strong
rounds, including junior
Sebastian Vik’s four-over 76
on Sunday, but the team faltered as the tournament concluded and slumped in the
standings.
“It always feels good to
come out as the low guy, but
you also feel disappointed
because you could have gone
that much lower,” Vik said.
“You wish the other guys [on
your team] had beaten or tied
you so we would have a better go at it as a team. For me,
I thought the first day was a
good start, but [then] I turned
in a pretty high number on
Monday.”
A number of Tufts golfers
posted scores in the high 70s

or low 80s, but there were too
many rounds in the mid-80s for
the team to make a push into
the top half of the standings.
“Golf ’s a funny game —
personally, I actually felt like
I played better during my
Monday’s 83 than my Sunday’s
77,” junior co-captain Alex
Zorniger said. “It’s really a
game defined by a break here
and a break there and how
you respond to those breaks.
On Monday, I got a little frustrated during my round and it
cost me a few strokes, whereas on Sunday I maintained
my composure pretty well all
day and was able to get out of
a few jams.”
The
tournament
was
eventually won by Central
Connecticut State, whose
Monte Mullen took home the
individual medalist honors
by defeating the University of
Rhode Island’s Joseph Leavitt
in a playoff. Tufts was able to
best NESCAC foes Wesleyan
and Bates, who were the only
other teams from the conference in the tournament
and finished 37th and 33rd,
respectively.
The NEIGA Championship
concludes a season that
saw decidely mixed results
for Tufts, including a sixthplace finish at the NESCAC
Qualifiers on Sept. 28-29,
when the team was within

striking distance of a berth
in the spring NESCAC
Championships.
Members of the team agree
on one thing: There has been
concrete progress made this
fall, and the team will continue to improve in the months
and years to come.
“The team as a whole has
made some progress, and
I think there is a promising future ahead,” Vik said.
“Consistency is number one
for me — that just means putting in the hours, which can
be tough when you’re trying
to balance school and golf.”
“Overall, this season we
improved,” Zorniger added.
“I don’t think anyone’s
ecstatic about their play, but
we’re moving in the right
direction.”
For now, coach Bob
Sheldon’s squad will have to
head into the winter thinking
about what might have been.
But the team has already dedicated itself to working hard in
the offseason and preparing
for another sprint in 2014.
“We all have to stay committed to keeping on top of
our games throughout the
winter,” Zorniger said. “In the
spring, most of the teams are
very rusty, and it will be a
great opportunity for us to
pick off a win if we come out
prepared.”

