
September 30, 1993 

MEMORANDUM 

TO : Bob Lewis 
Bob McAdam I 

'I FROM: Susan ~tuntq~4-t 
3 

- -- - The latest - in- -the resolution parade . is the- attached _resolution - 

opposing cigarette taxes to finance health care reform -- from the 
Richmond (VA) Machinists Local. 

We are scheduled to speak before the South/Central council of the 
AFL-CIO on Monday in San Francisco, where this group is meeting as 
part of the AFL-CIO biennial convention. The South/Central council 
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RICHMOND LODGE No. 10 
INTERNAnONAL ASSOCIATION of MACHINISTS 

and AEROSPACE WORKERS 

MACHINISTS BLDG.. 320-5 CUTSHAW AVE.. RICHMOND. VA. 23230-5010 

OFFICE OF THE 
BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE 

AREA CODE 804 
35940S8 

Resolution on 

Financing of Health Csre  Rcform 

Whereas: The development of h e a l t h  care reform pol icy within t h e  Clinton 
Administrat ion includes proposals which would finance the hea l th  ca re  reform 
package throuxh s dramatic inorcase i n  the f c d e r s l  c i g a r e t t e  excise tax reportedly 
ranginq between $.50 and S1.00 per pack: and 

. . ...... -Whereas-: - -  Such a dramatic increase- -in the  amount-. of t-he - f e d e r a l  ckqare t t e  exc-lse - - -- - 
tax vould result i n  the l o s s  ol' thousands of highly s k i l l e d ,  high-wage .jobs in t h e  
cigarette manufacturing industry d i r e c t l s ,  a11d other  thousands of o the r  .lobs lost. 
in r e l a t e d  secondary emploprnent; and 

Whereas: The overwhelminq ma.joritr of tobacco w o ~ k e r s  are dues-payinq union 
members represented by a f f i L i a t e d  unions  of t h e  AFL-CIO; and, 
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- consumer excise tsses on cigarettes nnd other products: and - - -- - 
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Resolved: C h a t  the Virginia Machinists Council opposes a11 e f f o r t s  t o  rncrease 
t h e  f e d e r a l  cigarette excise tax  as a means of finsrrcj,nc? hea l th  care reform; atrd, 
be i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved: T h a t  t h e  Virginia Machinists Council suppor ts  broad-based, progressive 
financinc of health care reform: imd, be it  f u r t h e r  

Resolved: That tire Virginia Machinists Council w i l l  cont inue t o  Work w i t h  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  AFL-CIO t o  promote f a i r ly  financed basic heal th  insurance protection f o r  
a l l  Americans. 


