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C i g a r e t t e  smoking was ex tens ive ly  discussed a s  an a i r  ' '2' " 

.i C .' 
contaminant a t  hear ings  held today on a i r c r a f t  cabin a i r  1. ::I: : 3" 
q u a l i t y  before the  Aviation Subcommittee of the  Senate Commerce ..>,,. ..-I. . 
Committee. The focus of t h e  hear ings  was a b i l l  sponsored by 

.I 

Senator Inouye (D-HI )  d i r e c t i n g  the  Secre tary  of Transpor ta t ion  \ I .  '.:'a 

t o  conduct a s tudy to  determine t h e  adequacy of c e r t a i n  3 .  
' I  

indus t ry  p r a c t i c e s  and Federal  Aviation Administration (FAA) 
r u l e s  and regu la t ions ,  inc luding those  r e l a t i n g  t o  a i r  . . 
contamination limits, t h e  q u a n t i t y  of f r e sh  a i r  per occupant, . . 
and o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  of a i r  on board commercial a i r c r a f t .  
$500,000 is authorized f o r  completion of t h e  s tudy which is t o  
be submitted t o  Congress not  l a t e r  than s i x  months a f t e r  
enactment of t h e  b i l l .  : ' .  ., 

The FAA and indus t ry  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  
a i r c r a f t  a i r  q u a l i t y  s t andards  a r e  adequate and t h a t  t h e r e  is 
no evidence suggest ing t h a t  they pose a s a f e t y  o r  hea l th  t h r e a t  
t o  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  public .  On t h e  o ther  hand, a i r l i n e  employee 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and witnesses from t h e  medical and s c i e n t i f i c  
profess ions  supported the  b i l l ,  s t r e s s i n g  the  c u r r e n t  lack of 
da ta  on i n - f l i g h t  cabin  a i r  q u a l i t y  and poss ib le  t h r e a t s  t o  , 

hea l th  and s a f e t y  due t o  c i g a r e t t e  smoking and o the r  dangers 
inheren t  i n  the  cabins  of modern j e t  a i r c r a f t .  

The FAA t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a 1971 study conducted j o i n t l y  by t h e  
FAA and the  Publ ic  Health Service  revealed very low l e v e l s  of 
a i r  contaminants due t o  c i g a r e t t e  smoking which were judged not 
t o  r ep resen t  a hazard t o  t h e  nonsmoking passengers.  
Furthermore, the  FAA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  exposure t o  
upassive" or  "second handH c i g a r e t t e  smoke " i n  a reasonably 
v e n t i l a t e d  environment is not  expected t o  have any r e l a t i o n  t o  
cardiovascular  or  pulmonary d i s e a s e  causat ion."  The FAA noted 
t h a t  passengers '  annoyance t o  smoke is c u r r e n t l y  being 
addressed by t h e  C i v i l  Aeronautics Board. A copy of the  FAA 
testimony is at tached.  

The Air Transport  Associat ion of America s t a t e d  t h a t  the i.: 
0 cur ren t  p r a c t i c e  of separa t ing  nonsmokers from smokers nseems :!. 

t o  work q u i t e  well." The ATA sees  no need for  a d d i t i o n a l  s tudy p I: 
or f u r t h e r  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n .  Cb a::.: 
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Representat ives of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Union of F l i g h t  
Attendants ,  Associat ion of P ro fess iona l  F l i g h t  At tendants ,  and 
t h e  Associat ion of F l i g h t  At tendants  support  t h e  b i l l .  ' Senator 
Inouye asked each group f o r  t h e i r  thoughts  on smoking. The 
Associat ion of F l i g h t  At tendants  suppor ts  a  ban on smoking on 
f l i g h t s  of one hour or  l e s s  while  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Union of 
F l i g h t  Attendants  suppor t s  a  ban on f l i g h t s  of 2 hours  or  
l e s s .  Mr. Donald Denmark, a  United f l i g h t  a t t e n d a n t ,  b e l i e v e s  
smoking should be t o t a l l y  banned. The f l i g h t  a t t e n d a n t  
o rga iza t ions  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  the  problem with a  smoking ban on 
more lengthy f l i g h t s  is  enforcement. They f e a r  an inc rease  i n  
the  number of a s s a u l t s  on a t t e n d a n t s  i f  they a r e  r equ i red  t o  
enforce a  ban on longer  f l i g h t s .  Senator Inouye suggested t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of two completely s e p a r a t e  a i r  c i r c u l a t i o n  u n i t s  o r  
compartments, one f o r  smokers and one f o r  nonsmokers. 

Doctor Michael B. Gregg of the  Department of Health and Human 
Serv ices '  Center f o r  Disease Contro l  sa id  the  smoke t o  which a  
nonsmoker is exposed may cause s i g n i f i c a n t  annoyance o r  a c u t e  
adverse h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  i n  a s thmat ics  and i n  o t h e r s  with 
pre-exis t ing  i l l n e s s e s .  Gregg a l s o  mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  is  an 
increas ing  body of s c i e n t i f i c  evidence t h a t  sugges t s  
involuntary c i g a r e t t e  smoke i n h a l a t i o n  may inc rease  t h e  r i s k  of 
developing lung cancer .  He mainta ins  t h a t  t h e r e  is no evidence 
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  exposure t o  c i g a r e t t e  smoke aboard a  
commercial a i r l i n e r  d i f f e r  from s i m i l a r  kinds of exposures i n  
o ther  r e l a t i v e l y  crowded s i t u a t i o n s .  Other medical wi tnesses  
s t a t e d  t h a t  smoking aboard a i r c r a f t  i s  a s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  concern 
deserving s e r i o u s  s tudy and a t t e n t i o n .  

A r ep resen ta t ive  of the  National  I n s t i t u t e  on Occupational 
Safe ty  and Health who accompanied Dr. Gregg t o l d  t h e  
Subcommittee t h a t  NIOSH is c u r r e n t l y  working on a s tudy  on 
occupational  hazards t o  a i r l i n e  a t t e n d a n t s  cause2 by cabin  a i r  
contamination. 


