
 

 
 

Christiaan Huygens  (14 Apr 1629 – 8 Jul 1695) 
 

1651   Theoremata de quadratura hyperboles, ellipsis et 
circuli … 

1656   De Saturni lunâ observatio nova 
1657   Tractatus de ratiociniis in alae ludo 
1658   Horologium 
1659   Systema Saturnium 
1673   Horologium Oscillatorium 
1690   Traité de la lumière, Discours de la cause de la 

pesanteur 
1703   Christiani Hugenii Opuscula Posthuma 

 































GALILEAN-HUYGENSIAN RELATIVITY 

“The motion of bodies and their equal and unequal speeds 
are to be understood, respectively, in relation to other 
bodies which are considered as at rest, even though perhaps 
both the former and the latter are involved in a common 
motion.  And accordingly when two bodies collide with one 
another, even if both together are further subject to another 
uniform motion, they will move each other with respect to a 
body that is carried by the same common motion no 
differently than if this motion coming from outside were 
absent to all.”       
   [Huygens, manuscript at Royal Society, 1669] 
 
 
 



Huygens, 1669 Manuscript 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 “Thus, if someone conveyed on a boat that is moving with a uniform 

motion were to cause equal balls to strike one another at equal speeds 
with respect to himself and the parts of the boat, we say that both 
should rebound also at equal speeds with respect to the same passenger, 
just as would clearly happen if he were to cause the same balls to collide 
at equal speeds in a boat at rest or while standing on the ground.” 






















































