
APR - 4 EN33 

April 4, 1983 - 

Mr. Peter Sparber 
Vice President of Public Information 
Tobacco Institute 
1875 I Street, N, W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Pete: 

As you requested, we have looked into various methods of 
identifying organizations which are potential allies in a 
.general campaign against.Federa1 excise taxes. As a result, 
we have developed a questionnaire to identify the groups most 
likely to join with the Institute in a coalition ofor this 
purpose. 

The first approach to each organization would be through 
a telephone call from Gray and Company, ,We would explain 
that we have a client concerned about excise taxes so we are ...... 
gathering information about non-profit organizations1 
lobbying activities in general and their attitudes toward 
excise taxes in particular. They would be asked to answer 
the short list of questions over the telephone, but if that 
is inconvenient we would send the questionnaire with a 
stamped envelope to be returned to Gray and Company. 

. .. . 
~ f t e r  identifying groups which are both concerned about 

excise taxes and have actively lobbied the Federal government 
in the past, a second contact will be made to propose the 
formation of a coalition. Gray and Company, the Institute 
and your member firms would approach those groups where 
personal contacts already exist or can easily be arranged. 
Positive contacts with those organizations will be 
followed-up with requests for help in recruiting other allies 
from the identified organizations and other groups they 
believe would be willing to get involved. I 

By that time we should have evolved an action plan for 
the coalition and be prepared to put it into effect 
immediately. 

InEPMRHOCISE 
NWrWGlON. D.C. WX!J 
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Attached is a proposed list of q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  an 
i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  and  a very  rough  list of t a r g e t  groups .  The 
i n i t i a l  list of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  is l i m i t e d  t o - t h o s e  w i t h  
n a t i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  Washington and New York C i t y  
m e t r o p o l i t a n  areas and t h e r e  are p r o b a b l y  o t h e r s  t h a t  can be 
inc luded  i n  t h a t  group. The o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  and government g r o u p s  and some o t h e r s  may 
r e q u i r e  a s h o r t e r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  . 

A l s o ?  a t t a c h e d  is t h e  l is t  o f  e x c i s e  t a x e s  w e  were able 
t o  i d e n t i f y  immediately. All o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h i s  g r o u p  
shou ld  be c o n s i d e r e d  p o t e n t i a l  a l l i e s .  

Bar ry ,  N i e l s  and I are prepared to  go forward with  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  whenever your p e o p l e  are ready t o  move on it. 

Cord t a l a ,  

David w. Umansky 

-. Enclosures.  



- - 
Dear: 

- r -Congress  and t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  are f a c e d  w i t h  
s u b s t a n t i a l  s h o r t f a l l s  i n  r evenue  for t h e  b u d g e t  now u n d e r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and  new t a x  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  v e r y  s e r i o u s  
a t t e n t i o n .  

As i n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,  i n c r e a s e d  and new e x c i s e  t a x e s  are 
l i k e l y  to  be  though t  o f  as e a s y  s o u r c e s  o f  r e v e n u e  t h a t  can 
be a p p l i e d  a t  l i t t l e  or no p o l i t i c a l  cost to  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
members of t h e  House and Sena te .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e s e  e a s y  t a x e s  have t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  and 
m o s t  u n f a i r  impact  on l o w  and moderate income f a m i l i e s  and 
i n d i v i d u a l s .  The few c e n t s  or d o l l a r s  t h e y  add t o  t h e  cost 
of an  i n d i v i d u a l  i t e m  a r e  h a r d l y  f e l t  by t h e  r i c h ,  b u t  t h o s e  
on t i g h t  b u d g e t s  are squeezed  h a r d e r  and t h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  how 
to  spend t h e i r  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  become even more d i f f i c u l t .  

W e  have  a  c l i e n t  concerned abou t  e x c i s e  t a x e s ,  so w e  are 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing i f  n6n-profi t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  whose 
members or a r e a  o f  concern  a r e  a f f e c t e d  by t h i s  i s s u e  are 
p r e p a r i n g  to  d e a l  wi th  it. 

For t h a t  r e a s o n ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  t a k i n g  a few 
minutes  t o  r e spond  to t h i s  b r i e f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and r e t u r n  it 
i n  t h e  a d d r e s s e d  e n c l o s e d  pos tage -pa id  envelope .  . 

Thank you f o r  your  a s s i s t a n c e .  
I 

C o r d i a l l y ,  I 



. V-. ' 

EXCISE TAX SURVEY 

1. Do you r e g u l a r l y  p o l l  your members on s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s ?  rf 
" Y e s w ,  How? 

2. Do you encourage your members to  con tac t  t h e i r  e l e c t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on m a t t e r s  of  gene ra l  concern to  your 
o rgan iza t ion?  

3. D o  you e v e r  br ing  your membership to  Washington t o  lobby 
on i s sues?  If "Yesw, what i s sues?  

4. Have you e v e r  been p a r t  of a c o a l i t i o n  o f  d i v e r s e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which has  lobbied t h e  Federa l  government? 

5. Has your group e v e r  been involved i n  lobbying on t a x  
issues? 

6. Has your o r g a n i z a t i o n  done any r e sea rch  on t h e  economic 
impact of e x c i s e  t a x e s  on your membership? 

7 ,  Have you e v e r  po l l ed  your membership to f i n d  o u t  i f  
i nc reased  e x c i s e  t a x e s  have a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  buying h a b i t s ?  

8. A r e  your members aware of  t h e  amount of  e x c i s e  t a x e s  they  
pay on automobiles,  beer ,  l i q u o r ,  t e lephone  s e r v i c e ,  
tobacco, wine and o t h e r  products?  



EXCISE DXES 
Currently in the Internal Pe~enue  Code 

Zeta i le rs  ' e x c i s e  taxls:  
D i e s e l  f u e l  md s ~ c i a l  mtor f u e l s  (includes e r t a i n  gas subs t i tu tes )  

14anufacturers' excise taxes: 
Trucks, t r a i l e r s  with gross weight over 10,000 lbs. 
Truck p a r t s  and accessories  
Gas guzzler tax on autorrobiles 
Tires, etc: 

Highway type 
Other 
Inner tubes 
Tread rubbsr 
h i n a t e d  t i r a s  

Gasoline 
Crude o i l  windfall ,profits tax 
Lubricating oil 
Fishing equiprent 
Bows atd arrcds (hunting) and parts and accessories 
Pi s to l s  and revolvers 
Other f i r e a r m ,  s h e l l s  and car t r idges  ' 

Airport and airway user taxes: 
Gasoline used in  general  n o n m m r c i a l  aviation 
bmestic t r a n s p r t a t i m  of persons by a i r  

Miscellaneous excise taxes  : 
Telephone and te le typewri ter  s e rv i ce  
Foreign insurance po l i c i e s  
Wagering 
Wsgers 
Occu,pat ion of  accepting wagers 
User tax cn cer ta in  highway vehic les  ' 
Inland waterway u s e r s  tax 

Alcobol taxes: 
Dis t i l l ed  spirits 
Beer . 

S t i l l  wines 
Occupa t ional taxes : 

8reiiers 
Mauf acturers  of stills 
tr'nolesale dealers 
& t a i l  dsa le rs  
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C i g a r s  
Cigarette ,5=-prs o r  t u k s  

Machine y n s ,  etc.: 
T r a n s f e r s  
&cupat io2al 
Making 

Ehvironmental taxls: 
Per barrel ,  ptroleum 
Per t o n ,  dry weiqht hazardous waste 
Per ton. ci;oinicals 



- * -  NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN D- C .  AND N- Y, 

Business Organizations - Washington & N. Y. 

Chamber of Commerce of the U. S, 
National Federation of Independent Business, Inc. 
National Business League 
National Alliance of Businessmen 
National Associated Businessmen, Inc. 
National Association of Small Business 

Investment Companies 
National Family Business Council 
National Small Business Association 
Presidents Association 
Small Business Legislative Council 
Young Presidentst Organization 
Business Council 
Business Roundtable 
Committee of7~ublicly Owned Companies 
Council of State Chambers of Commerce 

Veterans Groups - Washington & N. -Y. 

Military Order of the Purple Heart of the U.S.A. 
Black Veterans , Inc. 
Catholic War Veterans of the U.S.A.. 
Disabled Officers Association 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
American Leg ion 
VFW 
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A. 
The Retired Officers Association 
United Spanish War Veterans 
Textile Veterans Association 
American Veterans Comqittee 
AMVETS 
Combined Natidnal Vete,rans Association of America 
Women ~orld,'~dr ' veterans . 
Veterans of World War I of the U.S.A. 
Military Order of the World Wars 

Black Organizations 

National Caucus and Center on Black Aged 
National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus 
Congress of Racial Equality 
National Black Feminist Organization 
National Black Women's Political Leadership Caucus 



Black Organiza t ions  (Cont ' d )  

Nat iona l  Black United Front  
' -Coa l i t i on  o f  Black Trade Un ion i s t s  

C o a l i t i o n  of 100 Black Women 
Leadership Conference on C i v i l  R igh t s  
Nat iona l  Assoc ia t ion  f o r  t h e  Advancement of  

Colored People 
NAACP Legal Defense & Education Fund, Inc. 
Nat iona l  Black Caucus of Local E lec ted  - O f f i c i a l s  
Nat iona l  Black Caucus of  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s  
Nat iona l  Business  League 
Nat iona l  Council  of  Negro Women 
Nat iona l  Newspaper Pub l i she r s  Assoc ia t ion  
Nat iona l  Urban C o a l i t i o n  
Nat iona l  Urban League 

Jewelers 

Jewelers  o f  America 
Jewelry 1ndus3ry Council 
Jewelry Manufacturers Assoc ia t ion  
24-Carat Club o f  t h e  C i ty  of N e w  York 

F u r r i e r s  

F u r r i e r s  J o i n t  Council  o f  New York 
. Fur Wholesa le rs  Assoc ia t ion  o f  America 

Associated Fur Manufacturers 
Master F u r r i e r s  Guild of America 
United Fur Ptanuf a c t u r e r s  Assoc ia t ion  

A u t o  Dealers  

American I n t ' l  Automobile Deale rs  Assoc ia t ion  
Nat iona l  Automobile Deale rs  Assoc ia t ion  

Senior C i t i z e n s  
? 

Gdlden Ring ~ o h n b i l  of ' s e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  Clubs 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Federa t ion  o f  Agency 
Jewish Assoc ia t ion  f o r  S e r v i c e s  for t h e  Aged 
Leadership Council  of  Aging Organizat ion 
Legal Council  f o r  t h e  E l d e r l y  
Legal S e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  E l d e r l y  
Nat iona l  Assoc ia t ion  of Area Agencies on Aging 
Nat iona l  Associat ion f o r  Human Development (Aging) 
Nat iona l  Assoc ia t ion  o f  S t a t e  Un i t s  on Aging 
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S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  ( C o n t s d )  
. L -  

N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S t a t e  U n i t s  o n  Aging 
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  & C e n t e r  on B l a c k  Aging 
N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  on  A r t s  & Aging 
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  
American A s s o c i a t i o n  of Homes f o r  t h e  Aging 
A c t  i o n  for Independen t  M a t u r i t y  

Elected O f f i c i a l s  a n d  Governmental  Groups  

C o a l i t i o n  o f  N o r t h e a s t e r n  Governors  
Confe rence  o n  A l t e r n a t i v e  S ta t e  and  Local  P o l i c i e s  
C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e  Government 
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of C o u n t i e s  
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Regional  C o u n c i l s  
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Towns and Townships 
N a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e s  
N a t i o n a l  G o v e r n o r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
N a t i o n a l  League of Cities 
U. S. C o n f e r e n c e  o f  Mayors 


