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Panel discusses felon
disenfranchisement
by

Denali Tietjen

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Democrats, the Center
for the Study of Race and
Democracy and the Peace and
Justice Studies program yesterday evening hosted a panel
discussion on felon disenfranchisement in the United States.
Staff
Attorney
at
the
American
Civil
Liberties
Union Carl Williams, along
with ex-prisoner and Criminal
Justice Committee Organizer
at
the
Boston
Workers
Alliance Sunni Ali and Third
Vice President for the Boston
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People Supreme Richardson,
joined the panel, led by
Assistant Professor of Political
Science Natalie Masuoka.
As part of their discussion
around the disenfranchisement
of incarcerated persons, panelists discussed issues of racial
discrimination within the U.S.
incarceration system.
Minorities
have
higher
chances of being incarcerated,
Masuoka said in her opening
remarks. Black men have a
one in three chance of being
incarcerated during their lifetimes and Latino men have a
one in six chance, compared
to the one in 17 chance that
a Caucasian man will go to
prison, she said.
“If you know someone who is
black in this country it is merely
a mathematical certainty that a
person in their extended family
is incarcerated,” Williams said.
Ali pointed to the 13th
Amendment to the United
States Constitution as responsible for the disproportionate number of incarcerated
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minorities.
“The 13th Amendment of
the Constitution says slavery is abolished in America
everywhere except as punishment for crime,” Ali said.
“That’s the reason 55 percent
of incarcerated [people] are
black but [black individuals]
only make 13 percent of the
population.”
Ali also pointed to the War on
Drugs and its media coverage as
contributing to the increasing
number of black males in prison.
“We used to be able to vote
in prison ... until the War on
Drugs,” he said.
He explained that Caucasians,
as a demographic, make up the
largest number of drug users
in the United States, yet black
males represent the highest
number of people charged for
drug possession and drugrelated crime.
The panelists also discussed
the role of education in the
U.S. prison system. About 60
percent of all males in prison do not have a high school
diploma, according to Ali.
“Why are our prisons so full
with uneducated people?” he
asked. “Think about that. Who
does that affect the most? The
suburban where there are less
crowded private schools? Or
the urban dweller?”
The panelists also criticized
the media’s sensationalist use
of the word “crack” in early
coverage of the War on Drugs.
“I’m a Vietnam vet,” Ali
explained. “The worst drug in
this country then was heroine and the worst drug in this
country now is heroine. It’s not
‘crack.’... There’s no such thing
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Cheap Sox improv group to
compete for national title
by

Abigail Feldman

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts’
improv
comedy
troupe Cheap Sox on Nov. 23
was named champion of the
annual New England Regional
College Improv Tournament,
held this year at Central Square’s
ImprovBoston theater.
The troupe will travel to Chicago
to compete in the final leg of the
competition against other regional victors on March 1.
Cheap Sox member Katie
Wartella said the team was very
happy to move on to the national competition.
“Previous to a couple weeks
ago, the best we’d ever done was
getting second [at regionals], so
this is super exciting,” Wartella,
a senior, said.
The competition, Cheap Sox
member and senior Dan KatzZeiger said, was created seven
years ago by an arts organization called Chicago Improv
Productions.
Twelve college teams from all
over New England, including
troupes from Brown University
and Cornell University, competed in this year’s tournament, Wartella said. Troupes
were divided into three groups
for a preliminary round before
the final competition, which
was held at midnight. During
each round, teams performed
20-minute sets before a panel
of judges.
Wartella said that the best
part of the tournament was the
fact that competing teams were
willing to laugh about and enjoy
other’s performances.
“It was a really supportive

see FELON, page 2
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Cheap Sox, Tufts’ improv comedy troupe, on Nov. 23 became regional
champions of the annual College Improv Tournament.
environment,” she said.
In Chicago, Cheap Sox will
match up against around 14
other teams from all over the
country to compete for the
North American Championship
trophy, Katz-Zeiger said.
Cheap Sox member Adam
Bangser said that the team’s
strategy will be to keep up the
work they have been doing all
semester and stay focused.
“We’re excited just to go
there and have the opportunity to perform in the midst of
a bunch of fantastic improv,”
Bangser, a senior, told the Daily
in an email.
Although every show is different, Wartella said, improv
troupes rely on two basic
improve frameworks — short
form and long form. Short-form

improv, she said, tends to incorporate games in a “Whose Line
Is It Anyway” (1988-1998) fashion. Long form involves creating
story lines that eventually tie
together, as if one were making
up a play on the spot.
While Cheap Sox is generally
a short-form troupe, this year
the group decided to perform
long-form pieces, Wartella said.
“Literally all we went into
it knowing was we’re going to
do some opening scenes [and]
we’re going to do a long form
together,” she said.
Wartella added that each of
the three judges had a background in improv, ensuring the
fairness of the competition.
Besides determining which persee IMPROV, page 2

Hanukkah on the Hill

Students launch app for
location-based messages
by

Alexa Horwitz

Daily Editorial Board

Four students last Tuesday
unveiled the new iPhone and
iPad application, Marko, which
allows users to leave photos
and notes in physical places
that can only be viewed from
the location in which they
were taken.
Creators Nathaniel Hajian,
Amadou Crookes, Spencer
Schoeben and Gabriel Jacobs
have been working on the
application since September,
they said.
“We started brainstorming,
and we wanted to do something that our friends would
use,” Hajian, a junior, said.
Crookes said that the app’s
social nature gears it toward
people outside of the tech

community.
“Although it’s competitive,
we didn’t want to cross off
[including] social networking
or photo sharing,” Hajian said.
“Marko is a combination of
social networking, photo sharing and location sharing.”
Jacobs said he believes
Marko offers users a different
type of technology.
“A lot of technology makes
you want to sit around and not
do anything but look at the
screen in front of you,” Jacobs,
a junior, said. “Marko makes
you want to go somewhere and
see something.”
Since its release last week,
the app has gained over 500
users, Schoeben, a sophomore, said. On the first day

Nick Pfosi / The Tufts Daily

Freshman Noah Cohen lit candles to celebrate the seventh day of Hanukkah during Chabad’s
Eight Lights on the Hill Menorah Lighting ceremony last night on the upper patio of the Mayer
Campus Center.

see MARKO, page 2
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Marko creators hope to eventually use app to generate profits
MARKO

continued from page 1

Marko was available, the app was
downloaded 350 times and 150 times
on the second day. While the app
works everywhere, its creators believe
that mainly Tufts students are using
the app.
“We are mostly looking to learn from
Tufts students,” Crookes, a junior,
said. “We want to get their feedback.”
Although the app was only released
last week, the creators are already
looking toward the future of Marko.
“Our vision is to incorporate a messaging aspect where users can see
that someone has left them a message
at a specific location, and the person
receiving the message can only look at
it at that location,” Hajian said.
During the next few weeks, users will
be exposed to more push notifications
— messages that appear onscreen
without needing to be opened — so
that they can see what is happening
and who is posting around them, the
group said.
Schoeben and Jacobs said there
are also plans to expand the area in
which users can see that people have
posted content.
“You’ll be able to see where people
have left ‘marks’ within a certain distance of where you are,” Jacobs said.
“You won’t be able to see exactly what
they posted, but it will be an incentive
to go there and check it out.”
Jacobs hopes the app will be successful, pointing out that a lot of
companies that are producing similar
apps, such as Pinterest and Snapchat,
have not made any profit yet. The creators of Marko said they are hoping to
generate user interest.
In the future, however, he believes
they can turn Marko into an app that
will produce a profit.
The creators of Marko hope to
eventually host brand coupons and
promotions at targeted locations.
Companies, through a brand share,
could market discounts through
Marko and offer specifics for people to find at designated locations,
according to Schoeben. Other marketing strategies could include offering
rewards to people who leave a certain
number of pictures in given places.
Hajian believes the Marko app has

Kyra Sturgill / The Tufts Daily

Last Tuesday four undergraduates launched Marko, an iPhone and iPad application that
allows users to create location-specific photos and notes.
an interesting nostalgic quality.
“It’s a powerful moment when you
can go back to a spot that you once
were and look at the pictures you took
at that exact place,” Hajian said.
Crookes said Marko’s best feature
is that it allows users to see what

their friends are doing, after the time
has passed.
“It’s like we’re making a time capsule for every location,” Crookes said.
“You can join them there when you go
the next time, and see what they did at
any point in the past.”

Cheap Sox to
travel to Chicago
IMPROV

continued from page 1

formances were the funniest, the judges
were able to critique troupes and provide
suggestions for the future.
“[The judges look for] not only what
is funny, but what makes a good improv
scene,” Wartella said. “A lot of times, you
might be watching something and you
walk away from it saying, ‘Wow that was
really great,’ but you can’t pinpoint why
it was great. Having judges who are experienced in improv makes the judging so
much more legitimate.”
Wartella admitted that the team is not
certain what to expect at the national tournament since the troupe has never participated
before, but she and Katz-Zeiger expressed
excitement for the opportunity to gain more
insight on performance strategies.
“I think it’s going to be a time to see
some great improv — to get to learn from
other teams, be inspired, get some good
notes,” Wartella said. “I think we’re looking
at it as an experience to really just learn
and grow.”
“Even if we go to Chicago and we don’t
come back victorious, we’re going to buy
ourselves a big trophy,” Katz-Zeiger added.
“So either way we’ll win.”
There are currently seven members on
the team, and each participates in every
show, Katz-Zeiger said. Wartella added
that the group practices six hours a week
over three days.
“We try to spend enough time together
to get into each other’s heads,” Katz-Zeiger
said. “Basically ... being good at improv is
just being good friends.”
Wartella and Katz-Zeiger believe that
much of the group’s success this year was
a culmination of all of the troupe’s training.
Bangser added that, this year, the group
worked to strengthen its long-form improv
abilities and ties between group members.
“We focused on practicing long form
with the goal being to make it a strength of
our group rather than an occasional enterprise,” he said. “We also just love each
other and love to play around on stage.”
Wartella agreed that being close with
everyone on the team has been an important factor in the team’s success.
“We all recognize the value of getting to
know each other, and trust is a huge thing
in improv,” she said. “You have to put
yourself out there and trust that another
person is going to understand what you’re
saying and support you.”

Panel members discuss role of discrimination, education in felon disenfranchisement
FELON

continued from page 1

as a crack baby. It’s a connotation that was put in your mind
by the media.”
Richardson criticized certain prison programs, claiming they unrightfully pride
themselves as “correctional
facilities.”
“It’s called a ‘correctional
facility,’ but these people
don’t even know how to wash
their hands when they get out
of prison,” he said. “They’re
used to turning on the faucet
and have never seen an automatic sink. They’re not taught
about what’s changed.”
There are four levels of disenfranchisement in the United
States, Williams explained. In
some states, people can vote
in prison and jail, but in other
states, those who are serving
time on a felony are barred
from voting. Certain states
allow people to vote while
they are on parole, but not
while they are serving time,
and, in some states, voting
rights of incarcerated people
are stripped permanently.
“The only two states where
you can vote in prison and jail are
Maine and Vermont,” Williams
said. “Why? Because they’re in
the liberal Northeast but more
importantly, they’re white.”
Richardson said imprisoned
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Staff Attorney at the American Civil Liberties Union Carl Williams, Criminal Justice Committee Organizer at the Boston Workers Alliance Sunni Ali and
Third Vice President of the Boston National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Supreme Richardson discussed prisoners’ right to vote.
people should have a right to
select who will represent them
in society.
“When people died for their
voting rights [during the Civil
Rights Movement] they had no

idea it was going to be this
easy to strip people of their
voting rights.” Richardson
said. “Because they committed
a crime does not mean they
should be stripped of their

right to vote.”
The panelists urged students
to get involved in the movement to end criminal discrimination and grant incarcerated
persons voting rights by con-

tacting non-profits and even
writing to prisoners.
“You
are
the
future,”
Richardson said. “You are the
individuals who are going to
make the changes tomorrow.”
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Ben Zuckert | Straight out of the Bible

Moses
and me

T
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Clients at Outside the Lines Studio present their artwork at local fairs in addition to taking classes at the studio.

Local arts studio empowers adults with
disabilities
by

Emma Arnesty-Good
Daily Editorial Board

Just off the Tufts campus, located behind
Bello Field, is Outside the Lines Studio
(OTL), an art studio devoted to providing
a space for adults with intellectual and
physical disabilities to engage in activities
focusing on creativity, vocational training
and wellness. Both artists and volunteers
are involved in programming, including
opportunities to show and sell artwork at
local festivals and fairs. Some OTL volunteers have been Tufts students, demonstrating their commitment to both the arts
and the local community.
Entering the Outside the Lines warehouse feels a bit like falling down a rabbit hole. In the main community room,
art is everywhere — on tables, on walls
and behind every door. There are large,
comfortable chairs and games, colored
pencils and markers, cloth and glitter.
Sculptures of Frankenstein, bats and
other papier-mache creations line the
walls like a 3D funhouse.
Staff member Diana Rice, an artist who
teaches classes at OTL, orchestrates programming such as daily cooking classes
and two dance groups hosted by Third Life
Studio, a center for performing and healing
arts in Somerville, every Monday.
Through its activities, OTL tries to build
a sense of community among its artists to
provide a sense of empowerment through
its artwork in a supportive community,
according to Rice.
“The arts give people a way to exercise
their will,” she said. “And people with disabilities don’t have a lot of choices.”
OTL was founded in 1995, according
to Rice, as an alternative environment for
adults with what Rice described as challenging behaviors, but it soon became a
mecca for creative work.
“Initially it was sort of a way to keep
their hands busy, but then they became
more self motivated and more interesting
in drawing,” Rice said.
Using art as therapy as a model of positive reinforcement, the alternative program
evolved into a studio that has been able to
change some maladaptive behaviors into
adaptive behaviors, according to Rice.
“We started an alternative day program
for people with challenging behaviors but
then after a while they noticed that people
were doing drawings and actually enjoying
it,” Rice said.
Senior Alma Rominger began volunteering at OTL during her freshman year to
expand her extracurricular interests. She
became involved with the Best Buddies
program, organized through Tufts’ Leonard
Carmichael Society, which pairs a volunteer with an adult who has an intellectual
or developmental disability.
She said she visited once a week to

spend time with Alice, one of the artists
at OTL.
“We would usually just talk or draw. She
is a wonderful card maker,” Rominger told
the Daily in an email.
She added that she and Alice often went
on walks and participated in the studioorganized cooking classes.
This past summer, Rominger said she
worked as an intern at OTL, where she
was able to engage with even more artists.
She spent a lot of time hanging around the
studio, helping other staff organize projects
and facilitating the cooking class.
The hierarchy of the staff, volunteers
and clients is intentionally blurred at
OTL. That way, everyone is on more equal
ground, according to Rice. OTL extends
this philosophy to its art instruction as
well, trying to avoid a set of preferred hierarchical types of artwork.
“Instead of trying to get them to fit some
sort of idea of what art is supposed to be
it’s really getting to know the individuals on
their own level, meeting them where they
are, finding out what they’re really into and
building on that,” Rice said.
Every Thursday morning, OTL has a
community arts group where volunteers
and both emerging and established artists join the OTL community to help make
crafts that can be sold at local art fairs.
According to Rice, the community arts
group gets clients of OTL excited about artists or volunteers taking part in its classes.
She pointed out the positive contribution
of volunteers and visiting artists to the
atmosphere of OTL.
“I think that that means a lot to our folks
because they’re used to just having relationships with staff who provide them with
direct care, and they’re conscious of that,”
she said.
Rice discussed the simplicity of these
relationships in tasks like participating in
discussions or working on client’s individual portfolios.
“It doesn’t have all of the baggage and
the implications that are implicit in the
relationship with direct care person or of
someone who works there,” Rice said. “It’s
good for them to have that experience of
that kind of relationship.”
Adults with the kind of disabilities to
which OTL caters have historically been
unfairly excluded from society, according
to Rice.
“People should not be hidden,” she said.
“They should be out in the community
with everybody else.”
Another intern at OTL, sophomore Will
Freeman, has experience working with
adults with disabilities in both music and
art. He said he works on outreach for showings, fairs and events and occasionally
helps out with the art classes led by Rice.
He described the environment as very
free-form, noting a change from his

experiences from previous, more structured internships.
“It’s not really instruction in the traditional sense because it is very open-ended,” he said. “I think that Outside the Lines
is a very good place for people to work who
are open minded and comfortable transitioning between multiple different roles.”
According to Freeman, the clients are
in charge of making their schedules while
spending time at OTL. They decide what
classes to take, or which projects to pursue
independently, according to Freeman.
Rice emphasized that everyone always
has a choice to participate. There are so
many options, they can always decide to
do something else, she said.
“I think that teaches some skills of
responsibility and fosters a sense of independence as well,” Freeman said.
The Tuesday afternoon drawing class
at OTL is another popular creative outlet.
Located in a more secluded section of the
warehouse, clients can work on still lifes or
on individual projects. These classes represent a unique opportunity for the artists to
receive a more structured approach.
“It’s always individualized, but we get
people together looking at each other’s art
to facilitate some sort of conversation to
get some feedback,” Rice said.
In the location for the Tuesday afternoon
classes, Rice tries to create a different, more
secluded atmosphere.
“It’s a space where I want people to
feel there’s something expected of them,”
she said. “I think if you feel like nothing is
expected of you that’s pretty depressing.”
OTL has been able to show much of its
artists’ work this year at several art festivals,
small business displays and even a haunted house, which included two 20-feet tall
Frankenstein creatures made of chicken
wire and papier mache.
“We recently had a show in Watertown
Public Library and iYo in Davis, and there’s
also a holiday craft fair going on right now at
a community center for adults with disabilities in downtown Boston,” Freeman said.
Freeman said that he chooses much of the
art that gets hung in coffee shops and community spaces for OTL events. He noted his
preference for self-portraits and said they
are the most evocative and compelling.
“A lot of the work, I feel, is very personal
and inextricably tied up with the identity
of the person who created it,” Freeman
said. “I find some of the work really moving and powerful.”
Rice said she feels that she has also
gained a lot through working with the
members of OTL.
“I’ve just grown so much learning about
different people’s perspectives and learning about them through their art, and
helping people develop as artists and as
individuals,” she said. “It’s challenging,
but it’s really gratifying.”

his is it: my final column. From
goatskins to penis skins, it’s been
a great semester. I could spend
this column reflecting on what
I’ve learned, but that wouldn’t fill a
whole column.
First, though, I want to say thank
you to Moses for putting these stories
down on papyrus. I couldn’t have done
it without you. That’s why this week it’s
just the two of us: Moses and me.
In Deuteronomy 34, Moses finally arrives at the Promised Land but
doesn’t get to enter. How could he
have gotten this far and not be let in?
Apparently, he struck a rock to get
water out of it instead of speaking to it,
as God had instructed. That’s it? After
40 years of wandering the desert, that’s
the reason?
So Moses climbs a mountain, looks at
the land and says, “Damn, I would love
to Instagram this right now.” Then he
dies. But this isn’t any ordinary death —
it’s “at the mouth of Yahweh.” Yes, that’s
right, Moses dies when God kisses him.
They only got to first base, and for that
we repent.
So, does my life have any relation to
Moses’? Absolutely.
It’s graduation, May 2014, and joy is
in the air. I sit in my seat and think to
myself, “I am completely unemployable.” Soon, I’m asleep and start to
dream about my first job interview: “So,
Mr. Zuckert, it appears you have an odd
fixation on foreskin. Care to comment?”
I turn white. I can’t believe he’s read my
column. “I was young then,” I tell him.
“It was ... senior year of college.”
The guy in the seat next to me wakes
me up because we’re about to go on
stage to receive our degrees. The political science department chair calls his
name and says, “Give these graduates
a big round of applause.” I’m standing
at the side of the stage in shock. I run
up to the dude in the robe and tell him,
“There must be some kind of clerical
error. You didn’t call my name.” The
dude stares at me and asks, “Who are
you?” I look around and watch everyone hugging their families and taking
pictures. I see my dad holding my mom,
who’s in tears, and my sister shaking her
head. I’ve ruined the family name.
I hop off the stage and sprint toward
Dowling. I immediately stop to catch
my breath because it’s the first time
I’ve exercised all semester. I finally
get inside, but Dowling’s a ghost town.
There’s only one person on campus
who can remedy the situation.
I run over to Gifford House, where I
find Monaco sipping on an Appletini in
a large leather chair. “Monaco, something’s gone horribly wrong,” I tell him.
“I’ve been waiting for you, Benjamin,”
he says. “Please, take a seat.” The problem is, there are no other seats, so
I have to sit on the floor. It’s a key
power move by Monaco. “You’ve shown
no academic or personal growth in
your four pathetic years at Tufts,” he
tells me. “You’ve been removed from
the system.” I watch him finish his
Appletini. “Removed from the system?”
I ask. Monaco stands up from his chair
and lights a Cuban cigar. “I’m afraid
so,” he says, and takes a puff. “Oh, and
before I forget, I’ve enlisted you in the
military.” A single tear runs down my
face. “I’m not built for it!” I cry. Then
I feel another tap on my shoulder. I
wake up and realize it was just a dream
within a dream. Everyone’s staring at
me because I’ve been talking out loud
the entire time.
But unlike Moses, I get to live in the
Promised Land: my parents’ house.
Ben Zuckert is a senior who is majoring in
political science. He can be reached at Ben.
Zuckert@tufts.edu.
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Studying abroad spring 2014?
Be prepared for your semester abroad!
Required pre-departure meetings:
Programs Abroad staff and study abroad alumni will
go over the pre-departure checklist, discuss health and
safety issues, transfer of credit, cultural
adaptation and much, much more!
Non-Tufts Programs

Tufts Programs

Non-Tufts Africa/Asia/
Caribbean/Latin America/
Middle East

Tufts in Madrid/Paris/Tübingen/
London

*all meetings in Braker Hall 001*

A course for students interested in learning about !
how to critically study different cultures and literatures
ILVS 0060 · Spring 2014 ·!Professor Kamran Rastegar
!

We are surrounded by cultural and literary texts in all aspects of our lives. But what tools exist to help
us critically assess them and to analyze them? This course offers an introduction to the major critical
and theoretical approaches for the study of literatures and cultures, especially of foreign cultures.
Issues studied include: How do we analyze cultural productions, whether our own or those of other
societies? What do we learn in comparing texts from different cultures with each other? What is the
value of literature, and how do we deÞne it? How do cultural productions allow us to understand
social issues, and to what extent does it contribute to social change? How can we be critical yet ethical
producers and consumers of literary and cultural productions in an world that is increasingly global?

Tuesday, Dec. 10 @ 10:30 am

Non-Tufts Mainland Europe

Wednesday, Dec. 11 @ 1:30 pm

*all meetings in Braker Hall 001*

Tuesday, Dec. 10 @ 1:30 pm

Tufts in Hong Kong

Wednesday, Dec. 11 @ 10:30 am

Non-Tufts UK/Ireland/Australia/
New Zealand
Wednesday, Dec. 11 @ 3:30 pm

PLEASE NOTE: If you cannot make your scheduled
non-Tufts meeting, please attend another non-Tufts
meeting. If you cannot make your scheduled Tufts
meeting, please attend another Tufts meeting.

Meetings are required.
Questions? Call x7-5871.

To nominate a current first year or
sophomore leader, VISIT our website!

Ocl.tufts.edu
Self nominations are encouraged!

Nominations are due

Friday, JANUARY 24th, 2014

“Developing Leaders” are current First Year and Second Year
students who have exhibited leadership potential through
their involvement and contributions to the Tufts Community.
This is a one-day conference for all campus leaders
to learn how to add innovation, influence, involvement,
and inclusion to their leadership skills.

Arts & Living
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Fall television season marked by
stellar ratings for AMC
by

Nimarta Narang | Hello U.S.A.

Black
Friday

Lancy Downs

Daily Editorial Board

From the successes at CBS, to the ratings woes at NBC, to the triumphs of cable
channels like AMC and FX, this year’s
fall television season has seen its share
of highs and lows. As midseason finales
begin to air, it’s an apt moment for a look
back at the past few months of TV.

AMC
It’s been quite a fall for the network
behind the critically acclaimed shows
“Mad Men” (2007-present), “The Walking
Dead” (2010-present) and, of course,
“Breaking Bad” (2008- 2013). AMC’s shining moment began in July when it racked
up an astounding 34 Emmy nominations
— the most for any basic cable network this
year. It fared reasonably well at the awards
ceremony itself, with “Breaking Bad”
taking top prize for Outstanding Drama
Series. Although Bryan Cranston and Jon
Hamm both failed to win Outstanding
Lead Actor in a Drama Series, Anna Gunn
managed to snag a trophy for her role as
Skyler White in “Breaking Bad.”
The network’s ratings have been consistently high as well. “The Walking Dead” broke
cable channel records when it brought in
16.1 million viewers for its season four premiere and followed up with another 12.1
million for its midseason finale. The final episode of “Breaking Bad” raked in an astounding 10.3 million viewers. But these numbers
— impressive as they may be — are not
guaranteed to stay. With “Mad Men” entering
its final season and “Breaking Bad” now off
the air, AMC must find another hit or two in
order to sustain its remarkable success.

I

djtomdog via Flickr Creative Commons

‘Breaking Bad’ stars Aaron Paul and Bryan Cranston saw high ratings for their
acclaimed drama.
NBC Thursdays
Unfortunately, not everyone has
been doing so well in the ratings. NBC’s
Thursday lineup has seen tepid viewership for the past few months. New
shows “Sean Saves the World” and “The
Michael J. Fox Show” have received
mixed reviews, and viewers have stayed
away, preferring the all-star CBS comedy
block of “The Big Bang Theory” (2007present), “Two and a Half Men” (2003present) and newcomers “The Millers”
and “The Crazy Ones.” “Big Bang” is the
most watched comedy on television — it

Album Review

regularly sees over 18 million viewers —
and easily beats the competition.
Meanwhile, critically acclaimed shows
like “Parks and Recreation” (2009-present)
and “Parenthood” (2010-present) get very
little love from the ratings — an unlucky
trend, as both shows feature stellar casts
that continue to give funny, poignant performances week after week. Perhaps “Sean
Saves the World” and “The Michael J. Fox
Show” are not worth sticking around for,
but it is truly regrettable to see top-notch
see FALL, page 6

Restaurant Review

First Printer
charms with
varied cuisine
by

Caroline Welch

Daily Editorial Board

On an unassuming side street, away
from the crowds of Harvard Square, is a
hidden gem of a restaurant. Around the

First Printer
15 Dunster St, Cambridge, MA 02138
Awaywiththepixies via Flickr Creative Commons

The British boy band combines diverse musical influences to create an album suitable
for more than just tweens.

turely dismissed One Direction and
its songs as fodder for hormonal adolescent girls or soulless music used
more for merchandising than for
artistic expression. However, those
people are dead wrong.
Thus far, One Direction has done
everything right. Delivering their
trademark easy-listening pop tunes
about puppy love to an extremely loyal
following, the boys are too innocent
and sensitive to hate. Even those who
would rather die than compare One
Direction to The Beatles — which some
were eager to do when the band burst
on the scene in 2010 — cannot deny
the similarities between both groups.
Although it would be hard to say that

corner from Au Bon Pain on a one-way
alley, its location isn’t the only deceiving thing about this establishment. Its
name, First Printer, makes the place
sound less like an eatery (it’s certainly
not as clear-cut as more direct titles like
The Cheesecake Factory or California
Pizza Kitchen) and creates a more historic, nostalgic vibe — which is exactly
what it’s going for.
The restaurant, which opened in early
2012 in the space formerly occupied by
Herrel’s Ice Cream, is situated on the site
where America’s first printing press was
housed. A plaque advertising the historical importance of the location was discovered in the basement of the building
during renovations, ultimately inspiring the restaurant’s name. With shiny
wooden tables and burnt red and brick
walls, the atmosphere oozes an old-time
Americana feel. Antique type cases and
framed newspaper clippings — some
close to 300 years old, according to the
restaurant’s website — along with dim
yellow lighting, only further this vin-

see DIRECTION, page 6

see PRINTER, page 6

‘Midnight Memories’ shows
maturity with infectious rock
by Veronica

Little

Daily Editorial Board

Just last week, tweens across
the world rejoiced at the release of
One Direction’s third studio album,

Midnight Memories
One Direction
Syco/Columbia
“Midnight Memories.” For those who
don’t know, the band made it big
after its stint on the hit U.K. show
“The X-Factor” (2004-present) and
because of this, many have prema-

(617) 497-0900
$$

always envisioned that the mall on Black
Friday would be similar to a theme park
on a Saturday afternoon. I imagined there
would be parents screaming after their kids
and long lines, with people casually bumping
into each other as they run from one store to
the next. I supposed Black Friday might be
hectic, as shoppers race to buy items to check
off their lists. I assumed that by the end of the
day, people would leave with near-empty wallets, laden with bags full of various things you
would only consider purchasing under special
circumstances.
I did not wake up at 4 a.m. to wait in line.
I did not have a huge list of things to get. I
did not bring a whistle or stash extra snacks
and water in my purse. (This was the kind of
stereotypical vision I had formed from advertisements I used to see back at home.) In fact,
I was actually a little disappointed not to see
a mass of people in the mall — but that was
probably because I went in at around noon.
It’s a little strange how some events can
cause a huge number of people to conglomerate in one space: football games, movies,
discussion panels, parades and, of course, the
greatest sales day of the year.
As I was trying on a seemingly endless
amount of coats, I noticed a small incident
occur. A little girl was trying on a jacket
when an older woman accidently knocked
her over. As the girl started to cry, her mother tried to console her by assuring that she
would never have to see that woman again
(or at least not until next year’s Black Friday,
I wanted to add).
This got me thinking. Though events like
Black Friday involve so many people, this
does not mean that they are in any way social
events. Black Friday is only social in the sense
that shoppers are in the presence of others;
however, these people usually don’t interact with one another. People attend these
events for a common purpose — shopping.
Indeed, last Friday I had something in common with everyone at the mall — one of the
pivotal things needed in order to build an
acquaintance. But somehow, as the event
winds down, everyone returns home having
made few new connections.
I realized that I had been in a similar situation just three months ago when I first landed
at Tufts: Pre-orientation and orientation week
were filled with hundreds of college newbies
and their parents. The only difference was
that the first-year students wanted to socialize and often pushed themselves to talk to as
many people as possible. In contrast, during
Black Friday, the main interactions involved
people accidently knocking into each other
and brushing past others to get to that last
pair of boots. At Tufts, I have met many
wonderful people from all over who have
so many impressive things to offer. It almost
seems as if I meet someone new every day —
and these exchanges often incorporate the
same level of enthusiasm that is so present
on the first day of freshman year. Here, I don’t
feel like a stranger at all, and luckily no one
brushes past one another.
As the days begin to grow darker earlier, it makes me realize that the end of
the semester is creeping closer and closer.
I’ve learned so many things, met so many
people and have had so many experiences
here at Tufts. It’s almost time for us all to go
back to our homes — and for me to go back
to Thailand — but it comforts me to know
that we’ll have the opportunity to meet
again, unlike the shoppers in the mall. I’m
sure that the next semester will bring me
many more exciting encounters. I have a
lot more to experience as an international
student, but for me — and I’m sure for
many of you, as well — Tufts has become a
home to which I will be glad to return.

Nimarta Narang is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major. She can be reached at
Nimarta.Narang@tufts.edu.
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Restaurant occupies historical site in Harvard Square
PRINTER

continued from page 5

tage ambience. Even the names
of certain menu items — cocktails called the Journalist, The
Correspondent and the Fedora,
for instance — play to the oldstyle printing press theme.
The decor may be old-fashioned
with a twist, but the menu is decidedly more modern. Originally,
First Printer’s fare was noticeably
Southern, and reviews from its
early months reference dishes of
fried alligator and frog legs as well
as lobster hush puppies and Cajun
fried bass. However, nearly two
years since its opening, the rotating seasonal menu has evolved.
There are still hints of Southern
inspiration: Fried chicken and
waffles topped with maple bourbon butter and homemade marmalade have been featured on the
past two menus.
In general, though, the cuisine is more diversified. The
menu is rife with innovative,
comfort-food selections from
different cultures. Its fall menu
listed a French-inspired bouillabaisse seafood stew next to a
traditional Greek plate of eggplant-potato Moussaka, complete with pine nut cream and

squash marinara. The current
winter menu offers the quintessential Asian staple — stir-fry
noodles in a sweet and spicy
sauce, as well as more conventional Bostonian dishes like
New England clam chowder
and a lobster roll, spiced up
with chipotle orange aioli. The
variety is ultimately refreshing.
With a wide assortment of not
only entrees, but also salads,
sandwiches, flatbreads and
burgers, the options are plentiful, but in no way overwhelming. And the dishes themselves
are unique without being overly experimental: Lamb chops
served with a mint chimichurri
sauce and mussels prepared
with apple cider are just a few
examples of the restaurant’s
unique take on classic meals.
Indeed, at First Printer, there’s
truly something for everyone.
Along with such a broad array
of food choices, prices also vary
considerably — something that
may help those on a college budget. Entrees typically range from
$18 to $30, and ordering drinks
will inevitably increase the bill
substantially. Yet for those who
still want to enjoy a nice evening
out without the hefty price tag,

Courtesy First Printer

First Printer has a full bar and offers a small late-night food menu.
First Printer makes it possible.
Sandwiches and burgers are typically between $12 and $14, and
salads and appetizers, many of
which are large enough to act as
a main meal, often cost even less.
And with a full bar, First Printer

offers an affordable late night
menu for those who want to pop
in for a quick bite between 10
p.m. and 12 a.m. on weekends
— another enticing factor for the
college-aged crowd.
First Printer is located on 15

Dunster St. in Harvard Square
and is open for lunch, dinner
and late-night food Monday
through Saturday, and for
brunch on Sunday. For questions or to make a reservation,
call (617)-497-0900.

‘Homeland’ slumps, ‘Sleepy
Hollow’ wins over audiences
FALL

continued from page 5

shows like “Parks” and “Parenthood” with
such miserable ratings.

Awaywiththepixies via Flickr Creative Commons

Despite relying heavily on a team of writers and producers, One Direction deserves credit for
their latest endeavor.

One Direction incorporates more
musical diversity into tracks
DIRECTION

continued from page 5

Harry Styles and Liam Payne will have the
same musical legacy as John Lennon and
Paul McCartney, on “Midnight Memories”
the boys display incredible growth and
impeccable production.
Now, it’s clear that those five boyish
faces have little to do with the creation
of music on the record. Indeed, in the
grand tradition of boy bands, there is a
massive network of behind-the-scenes
figures — producers and songwriters —
who generate the bulk of the music on
the album. From the Backstreet Boys to
the Jonas Brothers, boy bands have been
a part of the modern musical zeitgeist
for some time now, and it is hard to deny
their appeal. The boys of One Direction,
for example, dress well, say charming
and goofy things in interviews and seem
to have a true passion for music.
“Midnight Memories,” as an album,
takes form by combining diverse musical influences and samples into simple
songs geared toward youngsters. This
album is everything you ever wanted
the “Kidz Bop” (2000-present) compilations to be. The opening track, “Best
Song Ever” employs a heavy reference
to the song “Baba O’Riley” (1971) by
The Who. Some may take offense, but
this sample represents a kind of homage to the famous Brits who paved the
way for bands like One Direction. The
song is infectious and culminates in a
raucous celebration, much like the song
it references.

“Story of My Life,” the second song
and most recently released single from
the album, is an even more interesting iteration of diverse musical incorporation. The song begins with delicate guitar-picking, reminiscent of the
iconic sounds of Mumford & Sons. With
these musical allusions, One Direction
unabashedly pays tribute to contemporaries while simultaneously establishing
its own musical worth.
As the album continues, the force of
the tracks grows exponentially. Songs
like “Midnight Memories” and “Little
Black Dress” have shiny guitar and
pounding percussion, reminiscent of
hair bands from the 80s like Van Halen
and Poison. And, of course, there are the
more ballad-y acoustic jams that invariably include lyrics about a boy and a
girl falling in love, falling out of love or
falling apart. However, these numbers,
which could easily have been throwaway derivative tracks, end up being the
most delightful on the album. Songs like
“Through the Dark” and “Strong” are
both meaningful and addictive.
For those of you who have been scoffing since the headline, you will probably never be convinced of the merits
of One Direction. However, take this
challenge: open your mind and give the
band a shot. It is easy to dismiss a group
like One Direction, but, ultimately, it is
popular for a reason (and it’s not just
because of beautiful faces and incredible hair). Dig deeper — you just might
be surprised at what you hear.

“The Voice” and “The Blacklist”
Despite Thursday night disappointments, NBC isn’t a black pit of ratings
despair. Its singing competition, “The
Voice” (2011-present), draws in almost
15 million viewers on average each week
(including those who tune in through
DVR playback), giving a solid lead-in to
the new James Spader-led drama, “The
Blacklist,” which has a comparable viewership. This success, though, isn’t necessarily shocking when one considers that
“The Voice” has been doing fairly well for
the past few years and “The Blacklist” was
touted by critics as one of the fall’s best
new shows. What is surprising, however,
are the robust numbers “Chicago Fire”
(2012-present) sees. The firefighter drama,
now in its second season, airs right after
“The Blacklist” and has averaged about
10.9 million viewers: more than the combined ratings of “Sean Saves the World”
and “The Michael J. Fox Show.”
“Homeland”
When “Homeland” premiered in 2011,
it was hailed as one of the best shows on
television and has since scooped up a pile
of Emmys, including Outstanding Drama
Series, and awards for leads Claire Danes
and Damien Lewis. Its sophomore season, while less universally acclaimed, was
still a hit.

It would seem, though, that “Homeland”
has hit a creative slump this year. The
Showtime drama concluded its second
season with a bang — literally and figuratively — and the writers have struggled
to follow up on that game-changing conclusion. The show’s pace has slowed considerably — a significant change since
“Homeland’s” trademark was its plot’s
breakneck speed — and Lewis’s character, ex-Marine Nick Brody, has been
almost entirely absent this season. The
upside of this, however, is more screen
time for Mandy Patinkin, who is consistently captivating as acting CIA director
Saul Berenson.
“Sleepy Hollow”
The success of the wild and silly new
series “Sleepy Hollow” was not exactly expected. Yet the fantasy drama —
which tells the story of a small New York
town terrorized by a headless horseman and the unlikely pair trying to
stop him — has quickly accumulated
a rabid fan base, partially due to the
two leads. The show’s heroes are police
officer Abbie Mills (Nicole Beharie) and
Ichabod Crane (Tim Mison), formerly
a solider in the Revolutionary War and
newly awakened from a more than 200year slumber. The frequently bantering duo is engaging — not to mention
attractive — and somehow make the
drama’s highly unrealistic elements a
treat for viewers. Fox apparently agreed;
“Sleepy Hollow” was the network’s first
new show of the fall to be renewed.

The Tufts Daily

Wednesday, December 4, 2013

7

advertisement

Tufts Center for the Study of Race and Democracy presents...

Michelle Alexander
The award winning author of the
bestselling The New Jim Crow:
Mass Incarceration in the Age
of Colorblindness will deliver the
2013 Gerald Gill keynote lecture.

December 5, 2013

our contact

7:00pm – lecture
7:45pm – Q&A and book signing
Cohen Auditorium
Tufts University
The event is free and open to the public. For tickets,
please visit or call the Aidekman Box Office at 617.627.3493.

For questions, contact Theresa Sullivan: theresa.sullivan@tufts.edu

Center for the Study
of Race and Democracy

(617) 440-7361
or

bostonburgerco.com

our hours

our location
37 davis square
somerville, ma
02144

mon - wed:

11 AM to 10 PM

thurs - sat:
11 AM to 11 PM
sun:
12 PM to 8 PM

FALL PANCAKE

STUDY BREAK

the dean of students office
SPONSORED BY and
the office for campus life

9pm-11pm

MONDAY DECEMBER 9th

FREE PANCAKES

MAYER CAMPUS CENTER

FEATURING FUN ACTIVITIES IN HOTUNG including

photobooth,
flipbooks
limited edition tufts beanie giveaway!
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editorial

‘Rainbow Steps’ is welcome name change
Names shape our understanding of
that which they denote. Their sound,
connotations and literal meanings create a subjective impression of whatever
they refer to; how different would it be if
we were called the “Weasels” instead of
the “Jumbos?” Similarly, places around
our campus resonate with us in different
ways based on their names. In light of the
progress the university has made toward
addressing the issue of sexual assault on
campus, having the phrase “Rape Steps”
as part of the Tufts vocabulary is distasteful and insensitive. It’s about time
that we collectively change the name of
the staircase by Wren Hall to something
more upbeat — the “Rainbow Steps.”
Last Sunday, members of Action
for Sexual Assault Prevention and the
Queer Straight Alliance took initiative
by laying rainbow-colored bricks along
this staircase. It is important to note

that the students were working entirely on their own, as their initial plan
to solicit the help of Tufts Facilities
Services did not produce results of
action. These students have taken an
important step in changing the conversations surrounding sexual assault
by urging peers to instead refer to the
staircase as the “Rainbow Steps.”
An Op-Ed published in the Daily on
Dec. 2, entitled “Call them the Rainbow
Steps,” outlined the various reasons for
the change. The use of such a loaded and
complex term in this context adds to
the problematically casual understanding of rape that persists in our society.
While many might like to brush this
assertion off as over-sensitive, linguists
and psychiatrists would beg to differ.
For instance, Susan Smalley, a professor in the Department of Psychiatry and
Biobehavioral Sciences at the University

of California, Los Angeles, recalls that “a
word is like a living organism, capable
of growing, changing, spreading and
influencing the world in many ways,
directly and indirectly through others.”
One would be surprised the impact
this supposedly funny name can have
on people, especially those who have
experienced sexual assault in the past.
The word “rape” creates an unnecessarily negative association with that
region of campus and the entire university. Hearing it creates a sense of
insecurity and taints the otherwise comfortable feel of Tufts. While there are
numerous reasons for the change, the
most basic one is that the name is, in the
first place, based on a hoax started years
ago. The term “rape steps” is well past its
expiration date and will hopefully disappear as new Jumbos make their way to
the Hill in the coming years.
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MPAA must not censor female sexuality
by Sam Jasenosky
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Actress Evan Rachel Wood condemned
the Motion Picture Association of America
(MPAA) on Twitter last week for altering a sex scene in her new film, “Charlie
Countryman.” Wood claims the MPAA
altered the scene because someone on
the ratings board was uncomfortable
with a man-on-woman oral sex scene.
Wood isn’t the first to criticize the ubiquitous ratings system. The MPAA recently
defended its system after an Annenberg
Public Policy Center and Ohio State
University study found gun violence has
tripled in the most popular PG-13 releases since 1985. The study hinted at potential issues in the ratings system.
MPAA ratings board head Joan Graves
defended the system in an Associated
Press interview, saying it serves its purpose of representing American parents.
Kirby Dick, director of the documentary “This Film is Not Yet Rated,” said in
the film that the MPAA’s ratings board
is controversial within the film industry. According to the film, the MPAA
said board members’ identities are kept

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

secret from the public to deter any outside influences.
However, during the film’s investigation, Dick said he learned that there are
holes in the MPAA’s claims. Most notably,
Dick’s investigator found that some of the
board members don’t even have children,
contrary to the ratings board’s claim that
it exists to represent American parents.
This lack of transparency is an issue
due to the MPAA’s power over the film
industry.
Since its founding in 1968, the MPAA
has grown in popularity after replacing
the former moral censorship guidelines
for films, or the Hays Code. In 1984, the
ratings board created the PG-13 rating
that expanded the rating system.
Throughout Dick’s film, many filmmakers argue that movie theater chains
respect the system so much that most
theaters refuse to carry films with NC-17
ratings. Thus, films with that rating will
likely perform poorly.
According to “This Film is Not Yet
Rated,” the issue with the MPAA’s power
began to surface when films containing
scenes of women experiencing sexual
pleasure became more likely to receive

a rating of NC-17 than films depicting
violence or male sexual pleasure.
Although no film distributors have a
legal obligation to follow the MPAA’s ratings, some feel its power is a form of censorship. Theaters want to appeal to the
largest audience possible, and carrying
films with NC-17 ratings could alienate
parents from the theaters altogether.
The MPAA doesn’t actively acknowledge its influence over the industry.
“This Film is Not Yet Rated” cited a USA
Today interview in which a ratings board
spokesperson said, “We don’t create standards; we just follow them.”
Wood’s criticism of the MPAA’s ratings
board emphasizes the system’s problematic nature in society. Wood argued that
altering a sex scene in which a woman is
being sexually pleasured “is a symptom
of a society that wants to shame women
and put them down for enjoying sex.”
If this mysterious board decides what
movies are widely available, the public
deserves transparency.
Censoring the sexual enjoyment of
half of the American population only
perpetuates the stereotype that women
shouldn’t expect to enjoy sex.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
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The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.

Wednesday, December 4, 2013

The Tufts Daily

9

Op-Ed

Off the Hill | Harvard University

Bhushan Deshpande | Words of Wisdom

What
little time
remains

T

MCT

A better way to travel: Why isn’t the U.S.
investing in high-speed trains?
by Jonah

Hanh

Harvard Political Review

Thanksgiving is a holiday that encourages thoughtful reflection about the various
aspects of our life for which we are grateful. It
is also a holiday of travel, annually reinforcing a glaring weakness of the country that
the government refuses to address. Under
the watchful eye of Dwight Eisenhower, the
United States built a labyrinth of freeways
across the nation known as the Interstate
System. Airports are now a staple of every
major, and minor, city in the country. Since
World War II, the overdependence on those
modes of transportation has led to some
unintended consequences that have made
building a dependable, effective intercity
high-speed rail (HSR) an exigency. However,
Washington’s stagnant position on the issue
is largely a result of a misconceptions based
on a series of exaggerated or false criticisms.
For Thanksgiving, a remarkable 43.4 million people will travel over 50 miles to
celebrate the occasion with around 38.9
million electing to drive, according to AAA.
Such a surge in cars on the road leads
to immense traffic delays and inconveniences. INRIX, a traffic services provider
that offers apps and tools about traffic
information, predicted that driving in the
cities with the worst Thanksgiving traffic
would, on average, delay the trip 28.55
percent. Flying, with all its expenses and
unpleasantries, is not an attractive, or in
some cases plausible, alternative. Yet, what
is the average American to do? With such
limited transportation options, American
citizens are forced to decide between two
undesirable, environmentally harming
choices. Although Thanksgiving highlights
this upsetting phenomenon, the problem
exists at all points of the year and will
only be exacerbated as the U.S. population
grows. The United States cannot simply
rely on selling more cars and creating new
roads to solve the transportation issue.
Andrew Holland, a Washington-based
expert on energy, climate change and infrastructure policy, pointed out that while
“The Interstate Highway System has been
successful in linking the country together
it promotes sprawling, auto dependent
development — which essentially outsources a major cost (fuel) to consumers.”
For this very reason, a paper produced
by America 2050, a national infrastructure
planning and policy program on a broad
range of transportation, sustainability and
economic-development issues, recommended, based on the criterion of metropolitan size, distance, transit connections,
economic productivity and congestion,
instituting high-speed rail in the Northeast,
Midwest, Texas and California.

The benefits of faster, more efficient train
systems are enormous. As articulated by
the U.S. High Speed Rail Association, these
trains address a variety of problems plaguing America. With ubiquitous examples of
the negative effects of climate change, highspeed trains would reduce our national oil
consumption and emission. Through constructing the new rail infrastructure and
manufacturing new rail cars, millions of
jobs will be added to the economy. Since the
trains are powered by clean electricity from
renewable energy sources, they will provide a freedom from oil dependence, lessening national security risk. Lastly, a new,
improved train system will provide congestion relief and a convenient, comfortable
way to travel without hassles or delays. So,
why has there been little political movement
on the issue?
First, there is a general stigma associated
with passenger trains because of the fallacy
that they are incredibly expensive, requiring
taxpayer subsidies. People have decried the
supposed $53 billion cost of implementing
intercity, high-speed rail insisting that, as
Thomas Sowell wrote in the Albany Herald,
“Spending for high-speed rail when the
national debt is exceeding the total value of
our annual output is world-class chutzpa.
It is spending that is speeding us toward
bankruptcy.” Here, Sowell is intentionally
ignoring the great double standard of the
HSR debate: government subsidization. As
Ben Goldman correctly asks: “What is it
that makes HSR off-limits for government
spending, while the construction and maintenance of the interstate highway system was
undertaken at such great federal expense?”
The Congressional Budget Office calculated,
“In 2007, the public sector spent $146 billion
to build, operate and maintain highways in
the United States.”
Second, people argue that HSR is not suited for the United States. For instance, Robert
J. Samuelson wrote, “The reasons passenger
rail service doesn’t work in America are well
known: Interstate highways shorten many
trip times; suburbanization has fragmented
destination points; air travel is quicker and
more flexible for long distances.” Despite
sounding sensible, Samuelson is wrong
because he neglects to consider the future
in crafting his argument. As the American
Public Transportation Association (APTA)
rightly points out, during the decades that
will be required to construct an elaborate
network of high-speed rail, “the American
population is expected to grow by at least
100 million, fossil fuel will become more
scarce and environmental concerns will
require the use of less-polluting, more energy efficient modes of transportation,” which
is why they conclude, “High-speed rail fits
that bill.”

When assessing the cost in the present, we must consider the implications
of the future. Adding a different perspective, Diana Furchtgott-Roth proclaimed in
theWashington Examiner, “Some Americans
admire the railroads they see on trips to
Europe and Japan and think America
should have similar trains. But this ignores
the exceptionally different demographic
and economic environments.” If FurchtgottRuth is right, why did Japan just offer to
cover several billions of dollars in costs if it
did not believe that its product would be
successful? Further, APTA reports, “In the
Northeast Corridor, intercity trains enjoy a
market share almost equal to the airlines,
and nationally, ridership on Amtrak is at an
all-time high.” It is safe to say that the excuse
that trains do not work in the United States
is overly simplistic and not applicable.
Finally, people exclaim that there is no
political or public support for HSR, which
is why its supporters overstate the benefits.
Ken Orski in his Innovation Briefs characterized congressional leaders’ opinions on
HSR as, “‘an absolute disaster,’ and a ‘poor
investment.’” Orski also maintained, “The
president’s ambitious initiative is unraveling at the hands of a deficit-conscious
Congress, fiscally-strapped states, reluctant
private railroad companies and a skeptical public.” Sadly for Orski, his statements
are extreme extrapolations from reality. A
poll conducted by Angus Reid discovered
49 percent of Americans support HSR while
only 26 percent oppose it. In a report done
by APTA, it found that the members of the
House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee (T&I) and its subcommittee
on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous
Materials who “have been critical of the
manner by which the administration has
allocated the rail improvement funds”
simultaneously set about “finding creative
ways of financing the initiative in the hope
of encouraging greater private-sector support and leadership,” which undermines
Orski’s argument. Further, it is important
to note that, as the Economist explains,
“Airlines fear competition from high-speed
rail and lobby against it.” People want highspeed rail. The government should respond
to their interest.
The U.S. government can no longer delay
investing in high-speed rail. Aside from the
benefits far outweighing the costs, most of
the criticisms against HSR are based upon
misconstrued facts. As the U.S. economy is
slowly starting to emerge from its recessional
shell, now is the perfect opportunity to invest
in the future. When facing a disintegrating
infrastructure, the United States has two
choices that Ed Rendell, former governor of
Pennsylvania, articulated to an audience in
Jacksonville: “Pay now or pay later.”

his point in the semester is always
a bit weird. We get back from
a lovely five-day Thanksgiving
break, and all of a sudden we’re
thrust into a whirlwind of very rapidly having to do all the work neglected
over the course of the semester.
It seems worse this year. Maybe that’s
just a whining senior’s perspective?
True, but apparently, it is actually
worse this year. This is the only semester in the past four years where we have
only had 10 days — six class days, two
weekend days and two reading period
days — between Thanksgiving break
and the start of finals period. In 2010,
2011 and 2012, we had 16, 17 and 17
days, respectively, in between the two.
That’s a huge difference. So, what happened this year?
It’s a rather simple explanation actually. Nov. 1 was on a Friday, so the
fourth Thursday of November 2013 was
as late as it could possibly be: Nov. 28.
It’s a simple explanation, but it feels
inherently unsatisfying. A quirk of the
calendar does not mean that I am anywhere near prepared to be taking my
public policy final exam today.
And as it turns out, it would be completely easy to give us a little bit of
extra time before finals. An extra day of
reading period would still allow us to
have move-out day before Christmas,
by having it over the weekend or that
Monday, and it would be even easier
most weeks. However, according to the
Student Services website, the academic
calendar is apparently set in stone
through 2020.
Considering that a number of students who have been highly involved
with the administration in their time
here whom I know were completely
unaware of how it’s determined, I think
it’s fair to say the process for determining the calendars is opaque at best. I
believe that a faculty committee comes
up with the calendars years in advance,
but certainly whoever did it failed to
take into account a realistic student
schedule.
As the Daily briefly noted in its editorial on Monday, finals basically begin
this week. Many students have last
midterms that replace the final exam
and final papers or projects due before
the last day of classes. That means
that as soon as students arrive back on
campus, having had to endure immediate and extended family for five days,
they are forced to jump straight back
into a terrible week of final assessments and last-minute studying. Or,
I guess they might have been “lucky”
and self-disciplined enough to make
themselves do work over break, giving
them a moderately decent final week
of classes.
I told myself this break that I would
do work.
That obviously didn’t happen.
Professors should be willing to recognize that this trend is going to hold
true for the vast majority of students.
It is perfectly acceptable to hold students to high standards, but at least
give us a little bit of time to produce
our best work. It would be nice if at
least some professors were willing to
give a little bit of slack in these years
when we only have a week in between
Thanksgiving and finals, and either
assign papers well before break or have
them due during finals period itself.
Grades aren’t due until early January.
I’m fine with waiting until then for
them if I can get a reasonable amount
of time to actually work on the assignments that contribute to them.
Bhushan Deshpande is a senior who is
majoring in quantitative economics. He
can be reached at Bhushan.Deshpande@
tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

by

Wiley

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Hoarding zombie heads, and hiding your zombie daughter, without others finding out.

Late Night at the Daily

Monday’s Solution

Abby: “Full page baby.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.
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Housing

Housing

7 bedrooms-Located on Boston
Avenue (corner of Bellvue Ave &
across from Wren Hall). Includes 2
baths & 2 living rooms, New modern
eat-in kitchen with 2 refrigerators,
dishwasher & gas stove. Newly
finished hardwood floors throughout
apartment. Large outdoor deck. 4 off
street parking spaces included. Non
Coin-op Laundry in basement. NO
FEE, $6,000. Avail 6/1/14 Call Angela
– 617-852-2215 or e-mail:angelam@
kssrealtypartners.com

4 bedrooms - $3,600 Located on
Boston Avenue (corner of Bellvue
Ave & across from Wren Hall). 4 bed/1
bath apartment. New modern
eat-in kitchen with full size refrigerator,
dishwasher & gas stove. Hardwood
floor throughout apartment. 2 off
street parking spaces included. Non
Coin-op Laundry in basement. NO
FEE, $3,600. Avail 6/1/14 Call Angela
– 617-852-2215 or e-mail: angelam@
kssrealtypartners.com
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Advertisement

Housing

Wanted

4 Bedrooms - $3,400 Located on
College Avenue at Powder House
Circle (corner of Warner Street) Steps
to campus. 4 bed.1 bath
apartment with updated eat-in kitchen
with full size refrigerator, gas stove &
dishwasher. Hardwood floors throughout. Non coin op washer/dryer in
basement. $3,400. Off street parking
included. Avail. 6/1/14 Call Angela @
617-852-2215 or e-mail: angelam@
kssrealtypartners.com.

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED
$$ Earn up to $1,200/month and
give the gift of family through
California Cryobank’s donor program. Convenient Cambridge
location. Apply online:
SPERMBANK.COM

-

-

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

The Institute for Global Leadership at Tufts University invites you
to a screening of Just Vision’s Peabody Award-winning film:

followed by a discussion with Just Vision's Suhad Babaa
December 4, 2013 | 7:00 PM | Barnum 104
The Film
My Neighbourhood chronicles the story of Mohammed El Kurd, a Palestinian teenager whose family is
forced to share a section of their East Jerusalem home with Israeli settlers. When Israeli activists arrive in
his neighborhood to join residents in protests against the settlements, Mohammed comes of age in the
midst of unrelenting tension with his neighbors and unexpected cooperation with Israeli allies in his
backyard. My Neighbourhood premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival in April 2012, and has since been
screened at prominent venues including the Paley Center for Media, the San Francisco Jewish Film
Festival, the Al Jazeera International Documentary Film Festival and the European Parliament.
The Speaker
Suhad Babaa is the Director of Programming at Just Vision, an organization dedicated to increasing
media coverage and support for Palestinian and Israeli civilians working to end the occupation and
the conflict through unarmed means. In this role, Suhad oversees Just Vision's community and campus
outreach strategy, coordinates the development and distribution of Just Vision's educational resources, and
engages students, educators and community leaders across the country. Suhad graduated with Honors from
the University of Pennsylvania where she received a B.A. in Politics, Philosophy & Economics.
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Inside the NFL

Browns reap reward of Gordon’s explosive play
by

Matt Berger

Daily Editorial Board

Ask most people who the most talented
wide receiver in the NFL is, and they will
likely say Calvin Johnson, Andre Johnson
or Larry Fitzgerald. Then ask them who the
most promising young receiver is, and you
will probably hear A.J. Green or Julio Jones.
One name that should be mentioned
more often in both of these conversations is
Josh Gordon. The Cleveland Browns’ secondyear receiver, whose stellar play on the field
has been coupled with positive drug tests off
of it, may have more ability than any wide
receiver in the NFL and is a perfect illustration of why NFL teams keep taking chances
on talented players with issues off the field.
As a sophomore at Baylor University,
Gordon was a major cog in the Bears’ prolific
offense. He caught 42 passes for 714 yards
and seven touchdowns, and he was named
to the All-Big 12 third team by Phil Steele.
That season, however, Gordon’s off-thefield issues rose to the surface. In October, he
was caught asleep in a car with another teammate in the parking lot of a Taco Bell. Police
found marijuana in the car, and Gordon was
suspended for one game.
In July 2011, Gordon failed a drug test,
testing positive for marijuana, and was suspended indefinitely by Baylor head coach Art
Briles. A month later, he transferred to Utah
but never played a down for the Utes, declaring for the 2012 Supplementary Draft instead
of completing his senior season.
Looking to add explosiveness to their dormant 2011 offense, which ranked 30th in the
NFL in total yards, the Browns took a huge
gamble and drafted Gordon in the second
round of the Supplementary Draft, signing
him to a 4-year, $5.3 million contract.
If a team selects a player in the supplemental draft, the organization forfeits its pick
in that round of the draft the next season. As

MCT

Josh Gordon of the Cleveland Browns is on
pace to be one of the league’s best wideouts.
a result, teams rarely take players in the supplemental draft. Of the eight players eligible
for the 2012 Supplementary Draft, Gordon
was the only one drafted.
Thus, the Browns were essentially risking
their second round pick in the 2013 Draft in
hopes that Gordon would be a productive
wide receiver despite not playing in a game
for more than 18 months, and more importantly, that he would stay out of trouble.
Gordon got off to a stellar start in 2012
and finished among the league’s top rookie
receivers with 50 receptions for 805 yards
and five touchdowns, leading the Browns in
receiving yards and receiving touchdowns.
He also seemed to gain confidence as the
season wore on.
Looking to build on his success as a rookie, Gordon again found himself in trouble
before the start of the 2013 season. In June,

Gordon tested positive for codeine, a substance banned by the NFL, apparently as
a result of a cough medicine he took for
strep throat he had in February earlier that
year. While the NFL is stringent even with
substances consumed unknowingly, Gordon
was given just a two-game suspension for the
beginning of the season.
Once he returned to the field, Gordon
bested his impressive rookie numbers to
keep the lowly Browns in playoff contention
for much of the season. Gordon’s performance in his last two outings, however, has
really brought him into the center of the NFL
spotlight. Gordon recorded over 200 receiving yards in both games, becoming the first
player in league history to do so in back-toback regular season weeks. In the two games
combined, the explosive receiver caught 24
passes for 498 yards and three touchdowns.
In terms of raw talent, Gordon ranks
among the NFL’s top receivers. His 6’3, 225pound frame frees him from physical cornerbacks, and his 4.3 40-time allows him to
separate from defenders and make big plays
down the field.
But Gordon’s consistent problems with
substance abuse should be troubling for
Cleveland or any other team that might be
interested in signing him once his contract
expires at the end of the 2015 season.
If Gordon can remain on the field, his NFL
future is extremely bright. Gordon ranks second in the league with 1,249 receiving yards
this season despite playing only ten games.
What’s more, Cleveland’s quarterbacks,
Brandon Weeden and Jason Campbell, are
two of the most inconsistent in the league.
One can only imagine how much more productive Gordon could be with even an average NFL quarterback.
Assuming the receiver can kick his persistent marijuana habit and remain on the field,
Gordon should remain a dominant force in
the NFL for years to come.

Inside the NBA

Early season full of surprises, disappointments
by

Marcus Budline

Daily Editorial Board

With nearly 20 games gone by, the NBA
has put almost a quarter of its season in the
books. Over the first month, we’ve learned
that the Western Conference is as deep as
ever but that the top two teams in the entire
league may be in the East. We’ve learned that
tanking isn’t quite as easy as expected. And
we’ve learned that the Nets are an abomination of a basketball team.
But what else, and who else, has surprised
and disappointed? Here’s a look at the most
pleasant surprises and biggest disappointments of the NBA season so far.

Paul George and the Pacers
Throughout last year’s playoffs, there was
talk about whether Paul George could make
the jump into the upper echelon of NBA
superstars. This year George has made it
clear that he could. He has put on a show this
season: Through 17 games he is averaging
24.9 points per game, a massive jump from
his average of 17.4 last season.
He’s become incredibly efficient, shooting
48 percent from the field even while attempting more than six 3-pointers per game. His
player efficiency rating (PER) has jumped to
24.72, higher than that of players like Steph
Curry, Dirk Nowitzki and James Harden.
George has elegantly handled the transition to the Pacers’ No. 1 scoring option, and
his individual performance has mirrored
the team’s success: The Pacers have torched
the league en route to a 16-2 record and
have become the top defense in the league.
The team allows just 90.1 points per 100
possessions, almost seven points lower than
last season.
Although the Heat are still the team to
beat, the Pacers are putting it all together to
perhaps snatch the No. 1 seed in the East.
Anthony Davis
Before going down with a broken hand
this weekend, the Pelicans’ big man had

been taking the league by storm, battling
with LeBron James for the PER lead and
establishing himself as a true MVP candidate. Davis leads the league with 3.6 blocks
per game and has anchored an otherwise
porous New Orleans defense that averages
111.7 points per 100 possessions with him off
the court, according to 82games.com.
The former University of Kentucky star is
also averaging 18.8 points per game and 10.2
rebounds, showcasing the transformative
talent he was expected to bring out of college.
Davis is out indefinitely with a hand injury,
but if he can come back soon enough, he
may be a legitimate contender for the MVP
and for the most improved player award.

The Portland Trailblazers
The Pacers’ rise to the top of the East may
have been a little more expected, but the
Blazers’ run in the early going has come out
of nowhere. Portland rode an 11-game winning streak to its current position at the top of
the Western Conference with a 15-3 record.
The Blazers have used a tremendous
offense built around LaMarcus Aldridge and
Damian Lillard to carve up a relatively forgiving slate of opponents. Aldridge averages
22.7 points per game, with Lillard just behind
at 20.6, meaning both ends of the Blazers’
pick-and-roll attack pose a great threat to
defenses. Additionally, the Blazers have been
helped by an impressive early-season campaign from Wesley Matthews, whose 55 percent field goal rate helps space the floor.
TheTrailblazers’ offseason bench improvements have also paid dividends, with Mo
Williams and Thomas Robinson giving them
just enough to stay competitive when Lillard
and Aldridge take a breather. Although the
defense is lacking, if the Blazers continue to
score at this rate, they may be true contenders in the West.
The Nets
When GM Billy King put this team together last summer, the Nets were gearing up for
a run at the title led by a pack of wily veter-

ans. But thus far, the team looks anything
but wily. Instead, the team looks washed up,
stuck with a decaying and decrepit roster.
With Deron Williams (who’s injured), Joe
Johnson, Paul Pierce, Kevin Garnett and
Brook Lopez, the Nets sport an offense that
musters just 99.1 points per 100 possessions, a bottom-third mark. The offense
is stagnant, and the players look lost in a
way that King certainly didn’t expect coming into the season. Williams must make a
tremendous impact if the Nets hope to turn
the offense around.
But the Nets have truly fallen apart on
the defensive end, where they rank secondto-last in the league in efficiency, ahead of
only the tanking Jazz. With aging players and
veterans on limited minutes, the Nets won’t
have a chance of making serious noise in the
East without much-improved defense.
J.R. Smith and the New York Knicks
Tyson Chandler is still out for New York, so
there is somewhat of an excuse, but even so,
the Knicks have been a disaster. An offense
that ranked third in the league last year in
offensive efficiency is now 23rd, due in large
part to a 3-point shooting percentage that
has plummeted from 38 to 32 percent.
But the biggest culprit has been J.R. Smith,
whose PER of 9.2 tells the story of a player
wallowing in abject failure this year. He’s
shooting under 30 percent from three and
just 33 percent overall while continuing to
jack nearly 13 shots per game. He’s demanding a starting role, simply providing all of the
bad J.R. Smith baggage without any of the
good. Clearly, the Knicks’ offseason acquisition of Andrea Bargnani has not paid off, and
Iman Shumpert has not taken the leap they
expected him to, but it’s Smith who symbolizes the rapidly deteriorating team that is the
New York Knicks.
The Nets and Knicks face off Thursday
night at Barclays Center. Get excited for a
battle of the boroughs in which the two
teams will be scrapping for last place in
the East.

Tyler Maher | Beantown Beat

Kiss
Ellsbury
goodbye

J

acoby Ellsbury, a key member of the
Boston Red Sox’ 2013 World Series championship team, is a free agent. And an
attractive one at that, drawing interest from
multiple teams so far this offseason. He’s
about to become very rich very soon. But
Boston has shown little interest in re-signing its star leadoff hitter, making Ellsbury’s
departure a near-certainty.
It does seem strange that a team as rich
as the Red Sox — who began last season
with the fourth-highest payroll in baseball
— is making so little effort to retain one of
its best players. Ellsbury’s not only a twotime World Series champion, but also an
All-Star, a Gold Glove winner and a former
MVP runner-up. He’s an above average hitter, elite baserunner and plus defender in
center field. According to FanGraphs, he
was the most valuable player on the Red
Sox this year, worth close to six wins above
replacement level.
And yet, it would be in Boston’s best
interest to let him walk. Ellsbury and his
agent, Scott Boras, are reportedly seeking
a deal in the neighborhood of seven years
and $142 million. Red Sox fans know
those figures well, for they are the terms
Carl Crawford agreed to when he signed
with Boston prior to the 2011 season.
Crawford slumped and struggled with
injuries from the start, and before long,
his contract was regarded as one of the
worst in baseball. Realizing their mistake,
the Red Sox traded him to the Los Angeles
Dodgers during the second year of his
deal, saving themselves a lot of money
and headaches in the process.
Boston doesn’t want to make the same
mistake again.
Ellsbury’s track record isn’t nearly as
impressive as Crawford’s was before he came
to Boston, but they’re very similar players nevertheless. Like Crawford, Ellsbury’s
greatest asset is his speed. Since the start
of the 2008 season, Ellsbury ranks third in
stolen bases despite missing nearly all of the
2010 season and more than half of 2012. He
also covers a lot of ground in center field,
making plays that less-athletic outfielders
could only dream of making.
But he’s 30 — a tricky age for ballplayers — and injury prone, so his best days are
probably behind him. Once his speed starts
to diminish, Ellsbury won’t have much value
because he can’t hit for power (his fluke 32
home run season in 2011 notwithstanding)
and doesn’t get on base often enough to
compensate. Suffice it to say that Ellsbury
probably won’t be worth the money, especially if his recent injury woes persist.
Furthermore, as good as Ellsbury has
been for the Red Sox, he’s not irreplaceable.
Last year they had Shane Victorino, a natural center fielder, playing right field, so it
wouldn’t be much of a stretch to move him
back to center and sign somebody (Carlos
Beltran?) to man right. Or they could try
to work out a trade with the Dodgers for
Matt Kemp, the 2011 NL MVP runner-up.
If that doesn’t work out, they have Jackie
Bradley, Jr., a speedy prospect comparable
to Ellsbury, waiting in the wings.
The point is that the Red Sox have options.
Losing Ellsbury will hurt, but it won’t
cripple the team. Depending on how Ben
Cherington invests the money he’s going to
save, it could actually help. Letting Ellsbury
leave allows the Boston GM to re-sign Mike
Napoli, find a new catcher and pursue other
free agents such as Beltran. Cherington can
upgrade the roster in several areas, putting
the Sox in prime position to make another
title run in 2014.
So, I say let Ellsbury go. Let him earn
as much money as he possibly can. He’s
earned it, and he deserves it, but he won’t be
getting it from Boston.

Tyler is a junior who is majoring in economics. He can be reached at Tyler.Maher@
tufts.edu.

