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Turkish Public Supports Role In Kosovo Action

This just-completed USIA survey in Turkey finds that
the Turkish public is solidly behind the NATO
action in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(FRY), evidently seeing the allied campaign as a
chance for Turkey to assume a leadership role
within the international community.

Support for Kosovo Action, Leading Turkish Role
Three-quarters of Turks support the NATO airstrikes
against Serbia (see table). The same proportion
would support sending NATO ground troops to the
FRY either to stop the fighting (75%) or to maintain
peace (77%). Only about one in ten either oppose or
do not have an
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another third think that Turkey itself should take the
lead (36%). Relatively few say that Turkey should
either take a minor role (7%) or not be involved at
all (8%).

Support for NATO Membership Up Slightly

The Turkish public’scommitment to NATO remains
solid. Support for Turkey’s membership in the
alliance has increased from 66 percent last year to 74
percent now (18% oppose). Moreover, on par with
findings from recent years, twice as many deem the
alliance as essential (60%) to their country’s security
as consider NATO no longer essential (30%). Large
majorities of both those considering NATO essential
(85%) and no longer essential (71%) support the
airstrikes in the FRY.

Majority Support Accepting Refugees

The Turkish public’s support for intervention in
Kosovo extends to their own country’s involvement
in the refugee crisis there as well. A large majority
(69%) support allowing refugees from Kosovo into
Turkey “for humanitarian reasons.” Only a quarter
(25%) oppose accepting refugees because “‘our
country has too many problems” of its own already
(6% are unsure).

Most Turks Paying Some Attention To Kosovo
Conflict

Two-thirds (64%) are paying at least a fair amount
of attention to the current situation in Kosovo.
Fewer are paying not very much (19%) or no (12%)
attention.

This report is based on preliminary data from face-to-face interviews with a nationally-representative sample of 1,140 adults (age
18 and older) living in Turkey conducted May 15-22, 1999. The research firm Strateji Mori based in Istanbul conducted the
interviews for USIA. Prepared by Christopher J. Fleury (202-619-4490; reu@usia.gov).



