




Galileo’s  Telescopic  Discoveries 
 
 

Announced in Siderius Nuncius 
 
¾ Surface of the Moon irregular, including mountains 4 miles high 

 
¾ “Earth  shine”:  reflected  light  from  the  Earth  lights  the  Moon 

 
¾ Fixed stars do not appear as disks when viewed in telescopes 

 
¾ Planets do appear as disks when viewed in telescopes 

 
¾ Fixed  stars  are  “so  numerous  as  almost  to  surpass  belief” 

 
¾ Milky way consists of congeries of innumerable stars grouped in clusters 

 
¾ So too for the celestial objects theretofore called nebuli 

 
¾ Four  “planets”  are  in  orbit  around  Jupiter,  lending  support  to  Copernicanism 

 
  
Announced in “Letters  on  Sunspots” 
 
¾ Venus exhibits phases, akin to those exhibited by the Moon 

 
¾ The  Sun’s  surface  displays  spots,  persisting  in  relation  to  one  another   

 
¾ As inferred from the spots, the Sun rotates on its axis (roughly 25 days) 

 
¾ Saturn  exhibits  two  “small  stars”  tied  to  it  on  opposite  sides 


