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Labor head ~/+°
on tobacco
payroll

Former Minnesota union president
lobbied for industry, data shows

DAVID SHAFFER and DAVID HANNERS STAFF WRITERS
% 1988 ST, PAUL PIONEER PRESS

David Roe, former president of the Minnesota AFL-CIO,
has worked as & paid lobbyist for a tobacco Industry group
sinpe 1995, but didn't fully disclose the relationshin in stale
lobbying reports, newly released documents show,

Roe, one of the slaie’s besi-known Jabor leaders and a for-
mer Unkversity o! Minpesota regent,
used his influence in the labor move-
ment fo campaign against U.S. Feod
and Drug Administration regulation of
vigareties. More recently be says he has
lobbied for an industry-backed national
Llobaceo settlement,

Roe was one of a pumber of labor |
leaders, lobbylsts and organizations lmﬁ
allied with the Democratic Party
under a $3 million-a-year pro am
known as the Tobacco Industry Labor
Ma emenl Commiiies, which iz fund- ’
ed 50 by the Tohaccn Institute, the industry's lobbying
and pub ic relations arm.

According 1o a 1996 Tobacco Institute budgei recently
made rublic the Mst of groups that received money from the
commitiee reads like & who's-who of llberal and progressive
organizations: Citizens for Tax Justice, the Ecanomic Policy
Inslltute the Oaalltion of Labor Union Women and the Strat-

Grou
roll:.- played hy Roe and other former union officlals id
tobacco fndustry lobbying Is described in documents disclosed
by cigarette makers under terms of the May @ setliement o{
the Minnesota lobacco lawsuil by slate Altorney Geners
Hubert Humphrey 1IL.
The bud et for the Tobacco Insiilute indicates that Roq
wag pald 24,000 in 1995 and $30,000 ln 1098. Roe, 73, of
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the committee defended their lob-

the fight asing the industry's

“There is nothing nefarious
here,” said Ray Scangell,

top direct.mail
CIinton-Gore re-election cam-

The committee also paid
$30.000 to the Economic Policy
Institale in Washington. Among
the co-fonders of the progressive
think tank are Robert Reich, who
served as Clinton's secretary of
labor, and Ray Marshail,
served as labor secretary cnder
President Carter,

Soeme of the groups who
received commi mogey  maain-
tained last week that they had
beent unaware the commitltee was
funded by the Tobaccn Institute.

L

David K. Ros

mAZy 73

wHome: Medicine Lake

w Job: Censultant to Tebacen
Industry Labar Management
Commitee 1995-presernt
mSalary: $30,000

B Has lobiwed agamst U.S. Food
and Drug Administration regula
tions aimed at reducing youth
| aocess 1o tobacco products.

Carver

m Minnesota AFL-CIO President,
19661985

= Minnesota Labor Intemretive
Center, chaiman of the board,
1

m University of Minnesota
Regent, 1981-1993

# Metropolitan Airports. Cormmig-
Sion. 19681972

= Minteapolis Buitding Trades
Council. business ggent. 1953
1965

= Democratic candidate for Min-
neapolis Mayor, 1961

m Served on the boards of the
Salvation Anmy, Red Cross and
Twin Cites Oopormmities 'ndus-
trialization Center. Aisp served
on Governor's Commissicn on
Worker Compensation and
Unemployment Compensation,

Some said they were told the
drive was a union-led effort

Roe ks oot the first labor figure
to work for the industry. Last

ster gnion lobbyist Wes Lane
secretly was pald to lobby and
gatber politicai intelligence for
the Tobecco Institute, the indus-
try's lobbying and public relstions
arm, from at lesst 198% to 1994,
Lape didn't report the payments

from the tobacco industry. in
required lobbying disciosure state-
Tends

Minnesota anti-sirokimg activist
JeamnWe:gummdshemﬁnely

“It seems odtright deceptive,”
said Weigum, president of the
Association for Non-Smokers Min-
pesota. "It looks fo me like he
managed to do it in 3 way that
neatly avoids being caughi
despite the ifact that all kinds of
us were looking at it”

Todd Paulson, executive diree-
tor of Commwn Cause of Minneso-
ta, said lobbyists' disclosure
reports should say who pays
them. He said the revelations
abowt Lane and Roe illustrate the
weakpess of current laws

Indeed. Roe's incomplete
reporting may not be illegal
Gary Goldsmith, assistant direc-
tor of the state board that meni-
toxs lobbying, =aid Mimmesota law
implies — but doesn’t explivitly
state — the association name

‘must be disclosed.

Thus the question of whether
the full pame st be listed is “a
situation only the beard could
resolve,” sald Goldsmith.

influence tobacco bilis in the
state legislatnre — as Lane, the
former Teamster official, did But

has unmderwritten
the union tobbying effort since
1354 Scanerel] said. It i= led by @
Washinglon public affairs Firm,
Savarese & Associates, which was
paid $300,000 ix 1995 =nd 1996 by
ihe Tohacon Iostitute, the bedgat

James Savarese, a former
unien offitial who is listed as
executive director of the commit-
ter, was unavailable for com-
ment, said a receptionist who
answered the phooe ad his firm

Tobaceo Institute officials did
ot return calls.

The lzhor labbying etfort is
part of the $28 millioa the Tobac-
oo [nstitrte speat i 1996, sccord-
ing to its budget In addition to
ihe payments Lo Roe, the Insti-
tute’s Jobbying budget for Min-
pesota alse incleded $109,000 for
two staff members in a regional
office, plus $160,000 to hire local
lobbyists, according to the 1996
badget document.

Yet the industry's rele in
underwriting Izbor's tobacco lob-
byiog has been nearly mvisible.

For example, Roe psed Mio-
nesota AFL-CIO stationery to
write a Jetter to President Clinton
n 199% expressing union opposi-
tion to FDA regulations aimed at
further restricting miners’ access

name of former Yice President
Hubert Bumphrey while urging
Clinton “mot to harm the Labor
Movement."" At the time.
Humphrey’'s son was suing the

tobaceo industry in a lapémark
consamer fraud case that oetted
the state a $6.1 billion scttlement
last mwomth Roe said in an ioter-
view that be dida‘t kmow that
Humphrey's family pow believes
that the elder Humophrey's death
from complications of bladder
gm n 1978 was smoking-relat-

Berpard Brommer, Mianesota
AFL-CIO president, said tix orga-
pization hasn't taken a position on
FDA regulation of tobacco and
declined Roe's 1995 requmest to
send a gmilar letter under anoth-
er AFL-CIC olficer's signature.
He said be dido't know Roe had
used AFL-CIO stationery o semd
his vwn letter.

Roe alsn enlisted other onions
aod labor organizations in the
campaign against FDA regula-
tions, which are under conrt chal-
lenge by the indusiry. Eleven
Minnesota labor leaders wrote
tetters to the FDA. often using
their ynion’s stati

The wording of the letters is
alrmost identicat becayse they are
based on a formr letter supplied
by the committee, docnments
show. But Roe didn't disclose his
industry-financed consulting work
{0 those who wrole the letters.

1, didn’'t Rnow I'm very
disappointed to hear mat," sgid
Bernde Capey, business manager
of the International Elevator Con-
struetors Union Locai 9 of Min-
neapolis. “He has been quite a
standard bearer for us.

Copies of letlers by Casey and
others later landed in the files of
one of the tobaceo cempanies.
which dischosed them as part of
the Minnesota settlemment. Reoe
said be dida't kmow how a lobac-
o col y got the lefters but
speculated that the commititee
may have supplied them.

interasts in the 3

"1 do a Wttle bit from time
time” bhe said [ do things &
theet.”™

Asked if he got paid by il
committes, he replied, “Thi
might be correct.” Toid tf
Tobacco Institute budget doc
ment :showed be earned $300(
from them in 1996, be replied,
may have, yeah "

_Among the unlikely groups ge
ting money through the lab
management committee wer
three state affiliates of it
National Council of Semior Cit

rens. a Wa advoci
c¥ group mprmnt senior
inferests. Affilistes in New Yor

and Florida pot $14,302 each, by
the largest singfe chank, $21 3%
was given to the group’s Congre:
of Califoruia Senkors, whose o
mer political director said b
didn't kpow yntil later that it w3
tobacco movey.

"l pever dealt with anyon
from the tobacco industry,” sai
Howard Owens, the former polit
cal director. “We are always in
fund-raising mode. They offere
ys some money to help os ru
our operation. It wasa’t resil
clear to me {rom the i
that it was tobatco money. Late
on, 1 knew that it came from th
Tobacco Institute.”

The newly releazed indusir
docurnents include a. 1995 lette
to the FDA signed by the presi.
dent of the Wisconsin State Cowm
cil of Semior Citizens expressin
opposition to (be proposed iobec
co refuiations.

SLat! wrrter Davd Shaffer zan be
reached at (612} 223-5468 or dsharl
fer@pionaerpress. com . Staff writer
Qovid Hanrers can be reached at (512!
228-5551 or

dhanne sPrInneerpress cone |



