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Transgender operations to be covered in
faculty health plan

Via Wikimedia Commons

part of the university health plans ... coverage,” Mackenzie told the Daily in an email.
The university’s student health insurance plan began offering similar benefits in
September, according to Senior Director of
Health and Wellness Service Michelle Bowdler.
Student insurance plans now cover hormone
therapy, counseling and gender reassignment
surgery.
Tufts may be one of the first schools
to offer such benefits to faculty,
Mackenzie said.
“We were pleased when the policy development was finished earlier this year and as
such, transgender services surgical coverage
will be offered through the university health
plans,” she said.
Mackenzie explained that, prior to the
policy change, health plans offered selected
services, like hormone therapy, but excluded
coverage for surgery for faculty. She believes
that many employees will take advantage of
the new benefits.
The expanded coverage represents Tufts’
continued support of the LGBT community,
according to Mackenzie.
“Tufts University has a strong commitment
to diversity and inclusion,” she said.
Employees should contact their health
plans directly for specific coverage information, Mackenzie said, adding that she is
grateful to the university insurers for helping
administrators change the policy.
“We thank the health plans for their partnership and collaboration on this important
issue,” she said.

The university faculty health insurance plan
has expanded transgender coverage.

—by Denali Tietjen

The university’s faculty health insurance
plan will this January offer new benefits to
transgender faculty, including coverage for
gender reassignment surgery.
The expanded faculty coverage comes
after a push from the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender (LGBT) community, according to Director of the Benefits and Human
Resources Service Center Ann Mackenzie.
“Over the past year or so, the Human
Resources Benefits Office had been contacted
by faculty and staff from the LGBT community to discuss the topic of implementing
transgender services and surgical coverage as
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Author speaks about mass
incarceration as ‘New Jim Crow’
by Josh

Weiner

Daily Editorial Board

Michelle Alexander, a well-known
civil rights advocate and associate professor of law at Ohio State University,
delivered the Center for the Study of
Race and Democracy’s (CSRD) inaugural Gerald Gill Keynote Lecture in
Cohen Auditorium last night.
Alexander began her lecture by
denouncing America’s modern-day
incarceration system, a topic which she
discusses in her bestselling book, “The
New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in
the Age of Colorblindness.”
“I know a lot of people want to say
that there is nothing as horrible as
slavery or Jim Crow that exists today,”
she said. “What I firmly believe is that
today — hundreds of years later in this
modern, supposedly advanced world
— there are people struggling in our
midst, lynched by a system that’s profoundly unjust and laced with racism,
greed, power and control.”
Alexander described her experiences working with individuals whose
lives had been permanently derailed
— sometimes justly — due to their status as felons. Mass incarceration can
also have widespread consequences
for other generations as well, she said.
“Felon disenfranchisement laws
accomplish what poll taxes and literacy tests ultimately could not,” she
said. “A black child born today has less

of a chance to be raised by two parents
than during the age of the slave trade
due to the mass incarceration system.”
According to Alexander, American
citizens and lawmakers alike continue to disregard the severity of these
issues, as well as possible means of
resolving them.
“We know that people released from
prison are subject to a lifetime of discrimination and exclusion, but we
claim not to know that an underpass
exists,” she said. “We know and we
don’t know at the same time.”
Furthermore, she explained, the fortification of America’s prison system
has come at the expense of developing
other institutions which would be of
far greater value to society.
“Rather than good schools, we have
built high-tech prisons,” she said.
“Rather than create jobs, we have put
up a mass incarceration system”
This phenomenon of investing in
the wrong programs has been prevalent in America since the end of the
Civil Rights Movement, at which point
Americans abandoned the political
ideals of a just society, according to
Alexander.
“We could have invested in jobs and
training so that people ... could make
the transition [from] the industrial
economy to a service-based economy,”
she said. “Instead, we chose the path of
see JIM CROW, page 2

Crafts Center increases programming, hosts workshops
by

Nicole Brooks

Contributing Writer

The Crafts Center, located in the basement of Lewis
Hall, has long been frequented by Tufts students seeking a space for a relaxing,
art-oriented atmosphere. The
center’s free resources are
often used to complete class
projects or banners for sports
teams and clubs.
This year, however, the Crafts
Center has begun to take on a
new role on campus. With new
workshop programs, the center
aims to provide an area for students to express their creativity
through designing their own
projects. The art studio is open
to the entire Tufts community
and provides instruction from
student volunteers nicknamed
“Crafties” during scheduled
workshops and open hours.
The center has attracted
more students this year due to
its increased outreach, according to Melissa Ferrari, leader of
the Crafts Center and a fourthyear student in the Tufts and
School of the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston (SMFA) dual-degree program.
“I think we’ve just been trying to listen to what students
want more,” she said. “We also
have more outlets of commusee CRAFTS, page 2

Annie Levine / The Tufts Daily

The Crafts Center collaborated with student engineers this semester to prepare its Haunted House event in Lewis Hall for Halloween.
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Alexander speaks about consequences of War on Drugs
JIM CROW

continued from page 1

punitiveness and discrimination. As a
nation, we ended the War on Poverty
and began the War on Drugs.”
The consequences of this decision
have endured into the present day.
“When black people ask for jobs
and schools, they typically don’t get
them,” she said. “The one thing black
people can ask for and get are prisons.
And we have gotten way, way more
than we bargained for.”
Alexander noted that many of her
listeners have been shocked by the
connections she has made between
the mass incarceration system and
institutional racism. She rejected
counter-claims that the dramatic
surge in America’s prison population
merely indicates a rise in nationwide crime rates, rather than racial
impulses.
“We have the highest rates of incarceration in the world,” she said. “But
while rates of incarceration grow, crime
rates have fluctuated. Sometimes they
have gone up, sometimes they have
gone down. Crime rates are now historically low, but incarceration rates,
especially black incarceration rates,
have soared.”
Furthermore, it is impossible to deny
that black communities are disproportionately hampered by the modernday legal system and combat against
drugs, according to Alexander.
“Contrary to popular belief, people of color are no more likely to
use or sell drugs than white people,”
she said. “But that’s not what you’d
think from looking into our prisons,
which are overflowing with black drug
offenders.”
Alexander said that the Supreme
Court and law enforcement institutions have not acted to reverse these
trends and have oftentimes made
the situation even worse for black
Americans. She declared that a modern-day version of the Civil Rights
Movement would be the only way
to curtail the negative impact of the
mass incarceration system and the
War on Drugs.
One of the first key steps in such
a movement would be for society to
change its attitude toward ex-felons,
who are permanently disadvantaged.
“Talking and telling the truth has
never been enough,” she said. “We

Shelby Carpenter for the Tufts Daily

The Center for the Study of Race and Democracy last night invited Michelle Alexander, an associate professor of law at Ohio State University and author of ‘The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration
in the Age of Colorblindness,’ to speak about mass incarceration in Cohen Auditorium.
have to be willing to build an underground railroad for people released
from prison.”
The movement has already begun,
Alexander noted. She applauded the
efforts of states, like Massachusetts,
which have legalized or decriminalized marijuana. Still, there is much
work to be done, especially in removing overly harsh sentences for possessing and consuming illegal drugs.
“A person in possession of crack
should not have to go to prison and

be impeded for life when someone
who has the status of an alcoholic gets
treatment,” she said.
Professor of History Peniel Joseph,
who is the founding director of the
CSRD, expressed his enthusiasm for
Alexander’s appearance.
“Michelle Alexander’s book has
really transformed the way we are
having a national discussion on race
and mass incarceration,” he said. “To
bring her to campus is really [effective
in] expanding that dialogue.”

Crafts Center attracts variety of student groups
CRAFTS

continued from page 1

nication with them, in terms of being
more active with the e-lists, and a lot of
Google [Documents] to be able to hear
what people want.”
According to members of the Crafts
Center, hosting workshops was never
a large portion of their programming.
With this year’s emphasis on offering more events, however, students
can visit the basement of Lewis to
explore different styles of art and
learn how to use certain tools to create artistic projects. One of the most
popular is a wheel-throwing workshop taught by senior Johnny Wu on
Sunday mornings.
“I think it was my freshman or sophomore [year] when I started teaching,”
Wu said. “I wanted to do more pottery
stuff because I did a lot in high school.
I don’t remember why, but I remember
going on the Crafts Center e-list and
seeing an announcement about workshops, so I thought I might want to
teach one.”
The Crafts Center is run entirely by student volunteers, many of
whom live in the Crafts House. These
students are responsible for running
open hours, cleaning the center, helping students with tools and selecting
the supplies needed to periodically
restock the center.
“We’ve been trying to do a lot better
this year, and we have been succeeding
in keeping it organized,” Ferrari said.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

“Though it’s hard because a lot of people come in here and don’t know what
things are ... We are trying to make a
map over winter break, so people can
refer to that so they know where everything is.”
The various improvements have
brought the center to full capacity during many of its open hours this
semester. Ferrari pointed out that Tufts
art students frequently use the Crafts
Center as a studio to help them finish
their work.
“We do get a lot of class projects,
and I’m a lot more excited because a
lot of the combined degree students
between the SMFA and Tufts are coming in and doing their homework,” she
said. “I’m in the combined degree program, and it’s really hard to go to the
SMFA just to use the studio space. It’s
like an hour and a half commute just to
find a place to draw.”
Finding studio space on the Medford/
Somerville campus to complete projects can be difficult for dual-degree
students, Ferrari said.
“For art students on campus, there’s
not really any studio space [where] you
can go and make a mess and not get
fined from the school for getting charcoal all over the walls in your dorm
room,” she said.
The Haunted House in Lewis’ lounge
this Halloween, created by the Crafts
Center, the Office of Residential Life
and Learning and various students, is
a prime example of programming that

brought together many members of the
Tufts community. Assistant Professor in
the Department of Computer Science
Benjamin Shapiro, the professor in
residence of Lewis Hall and faculty
advisor for the Crafts Center, explained
that a variety of students got involved
in the project.
“When we did the Haunted House,
[there were] students from the dorm,
random students on campus, students
from the Crafts Center, and there
were also quite a few engineering students who came in and were helping
out, [made] things that could move,”
Shapiro said. “They would make a
papier-mache eye ball and then figure out a way to motorize it. Those
are skills ... that neither one of those
groups had by themselves.”
Shapiro hopes that the Crafts Center
will be able to provide a common space
on campus for all students to interact
and develop innovative projects.
“There are quite a few students and
faculty who really want to create these
common spaces on campus,” he said.
“We’ve called them and talked to them
about ‘maker spaces.’ We’ve even come
up with a good name for it, Jumbo
Labs, which should be really cool.”
Shapiro said he looks forward to
bringing creative student groups
together in the Crafts Center next
semester.
“This January, when things kick off,
I want to get together and do some
planning,” he said.
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The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.
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and rate card are available upon request.
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Interview | Oscar Isaac

Oscar Issac discusses role in ‘Inside Llewyn Davis’
by

Timothy Charouk

OI: I had to work a lot on his [Llewyn
Davis’] physicality, how I was going to
express what was happening to him emotionally in an external way. For instance, I
decided that he would always walk as if he
were walking uphill. He’s constantly in a
state of struggle.

Daily Staff Writer

Oscar Issac talked to the Daily about
his performance as Llewyn Davis in the
upcoming Coen Brothers film, “Inside
Llewyn Davis.” The movie details the life
and troubles of Davis, a struggling folk artist living in New York in the 1960s.

TD: When you saw the finished product,
were there any things, perhaps about the
editing, that changed your perception of
the character?

Tufts Daily: Can you talk about the research
that you did for the role? Obviously, it’s
based on Dave Van Ronk, so did you read
“The Mayor of MacDougal Street” [Van
Ronk’s memoir]?
Oscar Isaac: Yes, I did read that, and
“Chronicles,” which was Bob Dylan’s
account of the time, and he had some history with Van Ronk, so that worked well.
But mostly it was from talking to people
who were there in the village when it was
all going down, and that was really useful.
TD: Did you have any expectations about
working on set with the Coen brothers?
And were any of [your expectations] met?
OI: There’s never a desire to not stick to the
script. They write in such a great way, and
with such a great rhythm and cadence,
that once you walk in to it, you wouldn’t
want to do anything else. That was unexpected ... They didn’t talk much about the
symbolism or the meaning of things —
any of those big ideas or thematic ideas. It
was all very practical, which was unusual.
Also, the fact that they never compliment.
They don’t compliment anything.
TD: How did they communicate [to] you
the tone that they wanted for the film?
OI: Tone is definitely the most important
thing for them. You just read it and talk

Alison Rosa courtesy CBS films

Oscar Issac had to work with cats when shooting his scenes as Llewyn Davis.
about it with them, but they don’t dictate
what you’re supposed to be doing. They
don’t say, “You need to act in this style, you
need to do it this way.” They leave it open.
That’s why it’s kind of a phenomenon —
their tone is so specific, yet they’re not
controlling it.
TD: To me, the Coen brothers are just
a [singular] directing entity; could you
explain how they differed on set in terms
of their directing styles?
OI: Sometimes, there will be a slight disagreement, but when there is, it’s just whoever feels the strongest about it — and that’s
including me as well. I’ll always remember
when we were doing some hair tests ... Joel

and Ethan came in and looked at it, [and]
Joel said, “What do you think?” and I said,
“I don’t know, I think it’s alright — maybe
it’s not perfect, but it could work,” but then
he said, “Because I f***ing hate it, but I just
hate it.” So that was that. I kept it curly.
TD: How did you first get involved with
this film?
OI: I auditioned for it. I saw that they were
making a movie on the Internet, and I
got an audition with the casting director.
She sent that tape to the Coens, and they
brought me in again.
TD: What was it like preparing for the
audition and the role in general?

OI: Most of it, actually. You are so inside
of it that it’s hard to see the meaning
of things [when they] come together.
Especially for this role, which was a very
internal performance ... It was up to the
Coens to create the context for the character. For instance, the “[The Death of ]
Queen Jane” song, when they gave it to
me to learn, I didn’t really get it. Why is
he singing about a medieval c-section?
But when I saw it in the movie, I understood. It had echoes of the abortion
that never happened, the child that he
might have and also the symbolism of
him being Queen Jane and having to
give up.
TD: You got to spend a lot of time with
John Goodman in a car, and also with cats.
Were there any crazy experiences on set?
OI: Nothing too wild happened in the
car. John Goodman had a very challenging role. He had these big stream of consciousness monologues ... so he had a lot
of focusing to do. Just the fact that I was
in a car with John Goodman in the back
was a pretty crazy thing in and of itself.
There was that moment when [I] looked
around the car and I realized that I was
definitely in a Coen brothers movie.

Album Review

bEEdEEgEE impresses with experimental electronic music
by

Brendan Donohue

Daily Editorial Board

“At least to begin with, I would
recommend closing our eyes.”
With these opening lines, Brian

SUM/ONE
bEEdEEgEE
4AD
DeGraw’s debut solo album,
“SUM/ONE,” begins. Listeners
should take DeGraw’s introductory suggestion to heart. Full of
incredibly varied instrumentals
and experimental, electronic sounds, the album requires
some concentration. Right from
the start, DeGraw prepares listeners for an adventure of noise
and emotion — and the album
certainly does not disappoint.
As
the
keyboardist
of
Manhattan-based group Gang
Gang Dance (GGD), Degraw has
had over a decade of experience
in the experimental electronic
genre, allowing him to perfect
his ability to blend synthesized
percussion with innovative
vocals and melodies. “SUM/
ONE” is DeGraw’s first album
under his moniker bEEdEEgEE,
a name derived from his initials.
This LP comes during a GGD
hiatus; the band is set to return
in 2014.
Taking a break from the fastpaced city lifestyle, DeGraw
recorded “SUM/ONE” in upstate
New York. However, there is
nothing rustic or natural about
this album. Though it features

dance-influenced beats, “SUM/
ONE” tends to stick to the atmospheric, yet wide-ranging electronic sound that made GGD so
successful. The main difference
between the two stems from the
creative process: While bEEdEEgEE’s music feels planned and
organized, most of GGD’s pieces
originated from jam sessions
and collaboration.
Yet “SUM/ONE” does include
collaboration with other artists,
and it is these tracks that are the
most satisfying and complete.
While some numbers, such as
the opener “Helium Anchor,”
move awkwardly through swirling synth beats and piano chords
and often seem unsure of where
they stand, the album functions
most effectively when DeGraw
works together with other vocalists. “F.U.T.D. (Time of Waste)” is
a house-infused seven-minute
track of thudding club beats layered beneath the vocals of Hot
Chip’s Alexis Taylor. Though, at
times, DeGraw’s music seems to
mainly support Taylor’s repetitive “All I want to do is f*** up
the day” lyric, DeGraw’s presence definitely strengthens the
piece. This near-perfect track is
a highlight of the album, despite
its excessive length.
As it reaches its end, “SUM/
ONE” proves that its head bobbing beats operate best when at
their most dynamic. On “Flowers,”
vocals from Lovefoxxx of Cansei
de Ser Sexy work in tandem with
emotional ’80s beats, creating a
hint of desperation that sets the
track apart from the rest of the
album. More contemporary trapinspired beats in “Bricks” tease
listeners by avoiding complete

nobody199999999999 via Flickr Creative Commons

bEEdEEgEE’s debut album, ‘SUM/ONE’ demonstrates DeGraw’s ability to create well-planned tracks.
measures as London grime-style
percussion shuffles from thump
to thump. One of the more distracting tracks on the album,
“Bricks” is certainly not an ideal
tune to play as background
studying music.
A few slower, sunnier sounding tracks work to infuse the
album with a more upbeat feel —
the tone of “SUM/ONE” seems
mostly uncertain, though it is
more neutral than negative. The

Caribbean percussion and buoyant synths of “Quantum Poet
Riddim” will elate listeners, while
GGD singer Lizzie Bougatsos’
varied vocals on “Like Rain Man”
escalate slowly, culminating in a
poignant, powerful conclusion.
One wishes after hearing this second track that DeGraw had collaborated more frequently with
his bandmates on this debut.
As the year comes to a close
and blogs and magazines

begin to release their best of
2013 lists, keep bEEdEEgEE’s
“SUM/ONE” in mind. This
eclectic and multi-layered
album is sure to be a favorite
of the year, and even those less
interested in the genre definitely owe it a listen. One can
only hope that DeGraw will
bring some of the dynamism
and dance beats present on
“SUM/ONE” back to his band
in the future.
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SUDOKU
Level: Falling in love as a zombie.

Late Night at the Daily
Thursday’s Solution

Melissa: “I mean, I love salmon, so I love the
shout out.”
Susan: “Shout out to all salmon lovers. This
one’s for you.”

Please recycle this Daily.
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Studying abroad spring 2014?
Be prepared for your semester abroad!
Required pre-departure meetings:
Programs Abroad staff and study abroad alumni will
go over the pre-departure checklist, discuss health and
safety issues, transfer of credit, cultural
adaptation and much, much more!
Non-Tufts Programs

Tufts Programs

Non-Tufts Africa/Asia/
Caribbean/Latin America/
Middle East

Tufts in Madrid/Paris/Tübingen/
London

*all meetings in Braker Hall 001*

Tuesday, Dec. 10 @ 10:30 am

Non-Tufts Mainland Europe

Wednesday, Dec. 11 @ 1:30 pm

*all meetings in Braker Hall 001*

Tuesday, Dec. 10 @ 1:30 pm

Tufts in Hong Kong

Wednesday, Dec. 11 @ 10:30 am

Non-Tufts UK/Ireland/Australia/
New Zealand
Wednesday, Dec. 11 @ 3:30 pm

PLEASE NOTE: If you cannot make your scheduled
non-Tufts meeting, please attend another non-Tufts
meeting. If you cannot make your scheduled Tufts
meeting, please attend another Tufts meeting.

Meetings are required.
Questions? Call x7-5871.
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Housing
7 bedrooms-Located on Boston
Avenue (corner of Bellvue Ave &
across from Wren Hall). Includes 2
baths & 2 living rooms, New modern
eat-in kitchen with 2 refrigerators,
dishwasher & gas stove. Newly
finished hardwood floors throughout
apartment. Large outdoor deck. 4 off
street parking spaces included. Non
Coin-op Laundry in basement. NO
FEE, $6,000. Avail 6/1/14 Call Angela
– 617-852-2215 or e-mail:angelam@
kssrealtypartners.com

Housing
4 bedrooms - $3,600 Located on
Boston Avenue (corner of Bellvue
Ave & across from Wren Hall). 4 bed/1
bath apartment. New modern
eat-in kitchen with full size refrigerator,
dishwasher & gas stove. Hardwood
floor throughout apartment. 2 off
street parking spaces included. Non
Coin-op Laundry in basement. NO
FEE, $3,600. Avail 6/1/14 Call Angela
– 617-852-2215 or e-mail: angelam@
kssrealtypartners.com
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Wanted

4 Bedrooms - $3,400 Located on
College Avenue at Powder House
Circle (corner of Warner Street) Steps
to campus. 4 bed.1 bath
apartment with updated eat-in kitchen
with full size refrigerator, gas stove &
dishwasher. Hardwood floors throughout. Non coin op washer/dryer in
basement. $3,400. Off street parking
included. Avail. 6/1/14 Call Angela @
617-852-2215 or e-mail: angelam@
kssrealtypartners.com.

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED
$$ Earn up to $1,200/month and
give the gift of family through
California Cryobank’s donor program. Convenient Cambridge
location. Apply online:
SPERMBANK.COM

—

—

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Sports
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Women’s Swimming

Postseason Awards

Cannon’s All-American selection headlines
postseason honors for fall athletes, teams
For the second-straight year, senior midfielder Emily Cannon of the Tufts field
hockey team has been selected as a First
Team All-American by the National Field
Hockey Coaches Association of America
(NFHCA). This award, along with others
received by athletes and teams in the last
two weeks, highlights a prolific 2013 fall
season for the Jumbos.
Cannon
Cannon is now just the third Jumbo in
program history to receive First Team AllAmerican honors in back-to-back years.
Her former teammate Tamara Brown
(LA ‘11) did so in 2009 and 2010, and
Margi Scholtes (LA ‘10) earned the honors in 2008 and 2009. Representatives
from three other NESCAC schools join
Cannon on the First Team.
Cannon contributed 21 points for the
Jumbos this fall with nine goals and three
assists. The senior started all 72 games in her
four-year Tufts career. This season, she has also
been named to the NFHCA All-New England
West Region first team and the All-NESCAC
first team for the second year in a row.

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

The Tufts women’s swimming and diving team continues to struggle in the early goings of
the season, as it most recently dropped its meet on the road against Wellesley.

Tufts falls to Wellesley,
continues winless start
by

David McIntyre

Daily Editorial Board

The women’s swimming and diving
team remains winless on the season
after suffering its fourth straight loss on
Wednesday evening in a dual meet at
Wellesley College.
With a final score of 179-119, the
Wellesley Blue recorded the convincing
victory, but the meet was not without
bright spots for the Jumbos. Seniors Jenny
Hu and Sami Bloom earned five victories
between them, with Hu winning the 100
and 200 meter breaststroke and 200 meter
individual medley by large margins.
“I’m really happy with the times I
swam — they were all best times for
this season and [it] is a really encourag-
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ing sign that I’m getting back into my
groove,” Hu told the Daily in an email.
“I’m most happy [because] I was able to
win all my races for my team and score
points at the meet.”
Meanwhile, Bloom excelled on the
diving board, winning from both one
and three meters. The victories were the
second at each height on the season for
Bloom, whose task was made easier by
Wellesley, which only used one diver in
both events. The other two competitors,
freshman Kylie Reiman and sophomore
Shivani Bigler, were both from Tufts.
“I’m happy with my personal performance against Wellesley,” Bloom told
the Daily in an email. “[But] I want to
work on returning to doing my harder
dives, which I haven’t been able to
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Touchdowns Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning is on pace to
throw this regular season. The Super
Bowl XLI champion and MVP is 10
touchdowns away from breaking Tom
Brady’s NFL record of 50, averaging 3.4
a game with five in his most recent outing. Manning already has the second
highest total with the 49-TD mark he set
in 2004. The Broncos are currently 10-2
atop the AFC standings with four games
remaining.

135
Margin of victory for Tufts women’s
basketball over its opponents through
the first six games of the season. The
Jumbos have outscored their opponents
432-297 in their perfect start to the
season. They have also outrebounded
their opponents 256-209. Leading the
way offensively for Tufts is junior Hayley
Kanner, who is averaging 12.8 points per
game. First year Michela North is leading
the team in rebounds, averaging almost
10 a game in her rookie campaign.

Women’s Soccer
The Tufts women’s soccer team received
a 2013 Team Academic Award from the
National Soccer Coaches Association of
America (NSCAA) as recognition for the
team’s outstanding work on the field
and in the classroom.
The Team Academic award, which recognizes the Jumbos’ 3.41 cumulative
grade point average, is the team’s eighth
since 1999. Ten members of the team
were individually selected to the AllAcademic NESCAC team due to their
excellence in academics.
The NSCAA also recognized junior defender Catharine Greer and senior tri-captain
forward Anya Kaufmann as members of the
Continental Tire All-Region Women’s Soccer
practice because of injuries to my hip
and wrist.”
Junior Samantha Sliwinski also had
a strong performance, posting two second-place finishes in the 50 and 100
meter freestyle sprint events. Sliwinksi
also finished a close third in the 200
meter freestyle.
Despite the positives, the meet was
still a disappointment for the Tufts

109

Length in yards of Auburn senior cornerback Chris Davis’ game-winning return
of a missed field goal to beat then topranked Alabama in the 2013 Iron Bowl.
With the game tied 28-28, Alabama
attempted what would have been a
game-winning 57-yard field goal as time
expired. The try fell just short, and Davis,
who was positioned in the back of the
end zone for this very situation, darted
up the left sideline and ultimately into
the end zone to secure the victory.

66
Percentage of points scored by the men’s
basketball team last year that is currently
inactive due to either injury or graduation. The top four scorers from the team
last year, Ben Ferris, Scott Anderson
(LA ’13), Stephen Haladyna and Tom
Palleschi, are all sidelined — Anderson
due to graduation, Palleschi permanently
due to injury and Ferris and Haladyna
with temporary injury.
Despite all of this, the team is still 5-2,
and is seeing major contributions from
the freshmen.

Teams. Greer was selected to the All-New
England second team for the second time in a
row, while Kaufmann was picked for the third
team for the first time in her career.
Volleyball
Three members of the Tufts volleyball team earned awards from the New
England Women’s Volleyball Association
(NEWVA) this past week. Junior middle
blocker Isabel Kuhel, who finished second
in both kills and blocks on the season for
the Jumbos, was selected to the NEWVA
All-New England Second Team.
Freshman middle blocker Elizabeth Ahrens
was one of seven players in New England to
garner All-Rookie Team honors, as she led
both the Jumbos and the NESCAC in blocks
per set. Ahrens also contributed offensively in
her freshman campaign, posting the team’s
fourth-highest total for kills with 160.
Lastly, senior tri-captain libero Virginia Clay
was selected to play in the NEWVA Senior
Classic. This game, composed of the region’s
32 top seniors, will take place on Dec. 8
at UMass Boston. Clay was a staple of the
Jumbos’ defense, compiling 168 digs in her
last season wearing the brown and blue.
Blumenthal
Men’s soccer team senior tri-captain midfielder Scott Blumenthal was recently named
the MVP of the New England Intercollegiate
Soccer League (NEISL) Senior All-Star game
due to a three-goal performance that helped
his team to an 8-2 victory.
Blumenthal and classmate defender Ben
Ewing were selected for the game this past
Sunday at Harvard. The highlight of the MVP
performance for Blumenthal was the third
goal of his hat trick, in which Ewing played a
ball in from the right corner and Blumenthal
made a move past a defender and finished
past the keeper.
—by Alex Schroeder
squad, which has yet to taste victory this
season and defeated the same Wellesley
team last year by a wide margin.
The early season dual- and trimeet schedule has been a struggle
for the Jumbos, who were blown out
by the Conn. College Camels and the
Middlebury Panthers in the first contest
of the year on Nov. 16, before losing
a closer contest at home to the Keene
State Owls on Nov. 23.
Despite early frustration, the team is
still hopeful that, with plenty of time left
on the schedule, there is still an opportunity to improve.
“I know it may appear that the team
has gotten off to a tough beginning,
but we have had a lot of amazing individual performances, and we always
keep improving throughout the year,”
Bloom said. “I don’t think there is a
specific event that needs improving.
I know that we are going to keep our
energy levels up and keep improving
through winter break.”
Tufts has just one meet left prior to the
break — this weekend’s MIT Invitational.
The Jumbos will then go on a two-week
training trip to Florida. Immediately
afterward, the team has three home
dual meets within a week against MIT,
Wesleyan and Wheaton. The Jumbos will
need to be firing on all cylinders as they
come off the long break.
“We all know that it is incredibly
important to keep up with training every
day during this break,” Hu said. “We
have a very grueling training trip in
Florida at the start of the new year that
is two weeks long, and I have all the confidence in the world that the girls will be
ready to compete after that trip.”
For now, coach Nancy Bigelow’s team
has to turn its focus to the pools at MIT.
“Our team [needs to go] into meets
with more competitive energy and confidence in our racing abilities,” Hu said.
“Finishing strong and really winning
the close races is definitely somewhere
we can improve.”

