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Bare it all at the ‘Nighttime quad reception’ on Dec. 10
Free t-shirts, doughnuts will be provided
BY

DANIELA PERDOMO

Daily Editorial Board

Start hitting the gym twice a
day, remove all that unsightly hair
and buy a bottle of Insta-Tan
because the Nighttime Quad
Reception is coming soon.
Preparations for the Nighttime
Quad Reception are underway as
the Tufts Community Union
(TCU)
Senate
and
Tufts
Programming Board plan for the
Dec. 10 festivities.
The
Nighttime
Quad
Reception was conceived as an
attempt to improve safety at the
longtime Tufts tradition after its
reputation reached a low point in
2002. That year, 500 to 600 students crammed inside West Hall
and five students TEMS assistance as a result of the Naked
Quad Run.
One of the five students was
unconscious when he was admitted to the hospital for alcohol
poisoning and had to be put
under anesthesia.
“Our goal is to draw crowds out
of West [Hall]; to provide entertainment for people outside of

West,” Programming Board coChair Alexis Smith said.
West Hall’s safe occupancy
limit is approximately 200 people
but in past years, runners and
voyeurs have filled it far beyond
its capacity.
“Our main concern is that people don’t get hurt and that they
feel safe,” said Zachary Landau,
TCU senator and coordinator of
the Nighttime Quad Reception.
“[The] TCU and Programming
Board have nothing to do with
the Naked Quad Run.”
According to Landau, the TCU
Senate will be responsible for the
“safety aspects” of the unofficial
Tufts tradition. These include
coordinating police support,
Tufts
Emergency
Medical
Services, an on-site ambulance,
and the salting and sanding of
the Residential Quad in the event
of snowfall.
Landau is still looking for eight
to 12 more student volunteers to
assist with the Senate’s safety
preparations. The volunteers will
walk through West Hall to be sure

JEFF CHEN/TUFTS DAILY

This year’s ‘Nighttime Quad Reception’ (NQR) will be held on Dec. 10 and will feature free hot chocolate and
Krispy Kreme doughnuts. The NQR was cancelled last year due to heavy snow fall.

see NQR, page 2

Thankful for the Turkey Shuttle

Weather and crowds cause travel delays
BY

The Tufts Community Union (TCU) Senate
eased holiday travel for students by once again
offering the Thanksgiving “Turkey Shuttle” last
week.
The shuttle, which transported students from
the Mayer Campus Center to all requested terminals at Logan Airport, cost $5. “We weren’t looking for a profit, and we probably broke about
even,” TCU Senator Harsha Dronamraju said.
The busses ran several times a day last Tuesday
and Wednesday and proved successful in terms of
student usage. “The numbers [of riders] slightly
dropped off for Wednesday, but Tuesday’s numbers were very strong,” Dronamraju said. Both the
2 and 4 p.m. buses sold out.
The TCU Senate must deal with the annual
obstacle of providing volunteers to ensure the
smooth operation of the buses. “You have to
stand [at the campus center] for 20 minutes, collect tickets and make sure everyone is there, then
you can go eat a hot dog or whatever you do with
your day,” TCU Treasurer Jeff Katzin said in the
Senate meeting on Nov. 21.
—by Danny Lutz

INSIDE
This year’s “Nutcracker”: a
new take on an old classic
see ARTS, page 5
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Many students found themselves
stranded on roadways or in airports
in their travels back to Tufts yesterday.
“It’s supposed to take less than
three hours to go from Connecticut
to Tufts, and it took me five,” said
sophomore Erica Baker. “The entire
drive took me over seven hours,
which is just ridiculous.”
The “major problem” was traffic,
she said, which she encountered on
nearly
every
highway
from
Connecticut to Massachusetts,
including the Mass Pike.
“It was just because of the largerthan-normal amounts of people,
slowed down by the weather, which
was vicious at times,” she said. “It
just made everyone drive more
slowly.”

Indeed, AAA estimated that the
numbers of travelers this weekend
would exceed pre-Sept.11 levels.
To make matters worse, weather
caused delays to flights into and out
of Boston, New York, and
Philadelphia, as well as the middle
of the country, reported CNN.
Senior Val Wood was stuck in the
airport at Cincinnati for almost five
hours in what was supposed to be a
one-hour layover, she said.
“Because the weather was so
crappy in Boston there was only one
runway available,” she said. “I was
really frustrated.”
“There was a ground stop on all
planes flying into Boston in the
morning so everything was backed
up domino style,” said Sophomore
Dan Grant, whose plane was
delayed 55 minutes and had to circle for 20 more.
“I heard people talking about sitting on the plane in their home
cities for more than two hours,”

Grant said. “With all the students
coming back to school in Boston,
any weather trouble will throw the
meticulously planned schedule out
of whack.”
Sophomore Garen Nigon, whose
flight was delayed two hours each
way, experienced similar difficulty.
“I was angry and annoyed,”
Nigon said. “Weather made my travel plans a nightmare.”

Correction
Due to a reporting error, an article last Tuesday (“Tuition, financial aid increase for 2005-06 set
at 4.5 percent,” Nov. 22) misstated the tuition increase for
the 2005-06 school year. Tuition
is up 4.5 percent from the
2003-04 academic year and
next year’s tuition will be determined at the Board of Trustees’
February meeting.

Habitat for Humanity joins alumni, Fletcher students, undergrads
BY

KAT SCHMIDT

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts alums and current students spent constructive time
at a Habitat for Humanity project this October in La Puebla,
Mexico with the support of the
Office of Alumni Relations and
the University College.
The build was part of the
annual Jimmy Carter Work
Project ( JCWP), a week of
intense construction of lowincome housing for families
that takes place at different
locations worldwide every year.
The project pairs a group of
volunteers with a family in
need of housing and has them
work together to construct a
simple but serviceable home.
This year’s build resulted in
75 new houses and drew 2,500
volunteers. The Tufts team
completed two houses during
their weeklong project.
Junior Mauricio Artinano,
senior Zach Baker, and secondyear Fletcher students Brooke

COURTESY MAURICIO ARTINANO

Members of Tufts’ Habitat for Humanity build, the families they worked
with and the homes they constructed.
Barton, Julia Sable and Marcela
Prieto-Millan joined nine alumni on the trip, along with Pam
Halton, a visiting lecturer in the
Department
of
Romance
Languages.
“It was a lot of fun because

we get to build with the families,” Artinano said, “And we all
became really close to the family that’s going to live in the
house.”
The annual JCWP project is
sponsored by former President

Jimmy Carter and his wife, and
facilitates a “blitz build” — a
large construction project in a
certain area.
Carter and his wife were
working alongside volunteers
on the build, Artinano said.
Previous JCWP builds have
taken place in South Africa,
South Korea, and the United
States.
Following their seven days in
La Puebla, the Tufts group visited
Oaxaca for three days,
where they observed festivities
for the Day of the Dead, interacted with locals as they decorated family graves in cemeteries and toured the ruins at
Monte Alban.
Halton also offered insight
into the cultural background of
the trip, Baker said, which
enhanced the experience. “She
sparked discussions on holidays and traditions and foods
of Mexico,” he said.
The trip was one of many
see HABITAT, page 2
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EDUCATION BRIEFS

OFF THE HILL | PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

NEW BILL FAVORS FOREIGNERS
WITH AMERICAN DEGREES IN
VISA COMPETITION
Congress passed a bill last week setting
aside 20,000 work visas to foreigners with
graduate degrees from American universities.
President George W. Bush is expected
to sign the bill into law; the bill will also
set the budgets for 13 federal departments.
Applicants for the 20,000 visa slots will
not have to compete against the larger
pool of visa seekers — they will be considered separately. The visas, called H1-B
visas, are required for foreign citizens to
be employed in the United States.
The Department of Homeland
Security’s
U.S.
Citizenship
and
Immigration Services agency’s quota for
H-1B visas was 65,000 last year.
While the quota varies annually, it is
almost always filled before year’s end,
leaving many applicants waiting until the
next year to work in the United States. The
quota for this fiscal year has already been
met.

TWO HARVARD ENDOWMENT
MANAGERS MAKE $25 MILLION
EACH IN YEAR’S SALARY
The two top money managers at
Harvard Management Company, which
manages Harvard University’s endowment, each earned $25 million in salary
and bonuses this year, a fact that has
recently been criticized by alumni.
The company, which is owned by the
university, manages the school’s $22.6 billion endowment. Both men, David
Mittelman and Maurice Samuels, earned
an even larger salary in the 2003 fiscal
year, taking in $35 million each.
Harvard released figures on its six top
money managers, drawing the ire of
many alumni, who were taken aback by
the fact that each man earns 50 times that
of Harvard President Lawrence Summers.
Ten alumni wrote a letter to Summers,
arguing that the money used for multimillion dollar bonuses should go toward
freezing tuition for students. Instead,
Harvard has announced a tuition increase
for the 2005-06 academic year.

U. OF COLORADO ATHLETIC
MANAGER RESIGNS
University of Colorado at Boulder (UCBoulder) Athletic Director Richard A.
Tharp resigned last week in the wake of
continued scandals that have plagued the
university’s athletic program.
The most high profile scandal was a
sexual harassment case involving the university’s football team. Three women have
filed lawsuits against the UC-Boulder,
claiming to have been raped by football
players or recruits.
Tharp’s letter of resignation, addressed
to UC-Boulder’s provost and released last
Monday, said his departure “should not in
any way be construed as an admission to
having engaged in any activity of wrongdoing.”
A grand jury investigating the university and its athletic program decided two
months ago that while illicit practices, like
the use of sex and alcohol to attract
recruits to the football program had
occurred, there was no evidence that the
athletic department knew about them.
Tharp’s resignation comes after an
announcement that the state will audit
the UC-Boulder, its athletic department,
and the foundation that manages its
endowment.
— compiled by Jillian Harrison from the
Chronicle of Higher Education
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Princeton alum admits smuggling artifacts
BY

HANNAH CHARLICK

The Daily Princetonian

(U-WIRE) PRINCETON,
N.J. - A Middle Eastern expert
and Princeton University
graduate alumnus was sentenced Monday for attempting to smuggle 4,000-year-old
artifacts looted from the Iraqi
National Museum after the
fall of Baghdad into the
United States.
Joseph Braude was sentenced to six months under
house arrest and two years
probation after pleading
guilty to smuggling and making false statements before
U.S. District Judge Allyne
Ross in August.
Braude
studied
Near
Eastern languages at Yale and
Arabic and Islamic history at
Princeton in the late 1990s.

He left the University without
completing his doctoral dissertation,
according
to
Kathleen O’Neill, department
manager of the Near Eastern
studies department. He is fluent in Arabic, Hebrew and
Farsi and has worked with the
U.S. government and several
news agencies on Middle
Eastern affairs and counterterrorism.
Braude was arrested when
a routine customs examination at J.F.K. Airport on June
11, 2003, revealed three cylindrical stone seals in his suitcase he had not declared to
customs on his arrival from
London. He also claimed he
had not visited Iraq during
his trip, according to a statement released by the office of
U.S.
Attorney
Roslynn
Mauskopf.

The marble and alabaster
seals were marked on the
bottom in black ink with the
initials “IM” and a serial
number. An associate professor of ancient Near Eastern
art and archaeology at
Columbia University authenticated the items as belonging to Iraq’s Akkadian period
of 2340-2180 B.C., according
to the statement.
Braude later admitted to
agents of the Bureau of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement that he had
bought the seals for $200 on
the black market in Baghdad
and was aware that they had
probably been looted from
the Iraqi National Museum in
April 2003.
In a press release from the
Justice
Department
announcing Braude’s arrest,

Volunteers
explore culture
of surrounding
build sites

OFF THE HILL | BOSTON UNIVERSITY

BU basketball director fired
following arrest at party
BY

ANITA DAVIS

The Daily Free Press

(U-WIRE) BOSTON — Director of
Basketball
Operations
Chris
McLaughlin was “permanently relieved”
of his responsibility to the Boston
University men’s basketball team last
week following his arrest early Saturday
morning for disorderly conduct, according to a Bostoon University (BU) press
release.
BU coach Dennis Wolff made the
decision to release McLaughlin, who
was in his third year with BU.
“After spending the last 48 hours
reviewing the facts related to the incident that took place on Saturday morning, I have notified Chris McLaughlin
that he is permanently relieved of all
duties with the BU men’s basketball
team effectively immediately,” Wolff
said in the press release.
McLaughlin was also arraigned at

Mauskopf
stated, “This
administration sent a clear
signal that we would not
allow thieves to take advantage of the conflict in Iraq to
pilfer its antiquities.”
Braude told The New York
Times that he had visited Iraq
in June 2003 to research an
introduction to his book “The
New Iraq: Rebuilding the
Country for Its People, the
Middle East and the World,”
published last year.
Braude was born to an
Iraqi-Jewish family and
describes himself as an IraqiAmerican.
According to the report
from the customs agents who
questioned him, Braude had
told agents that he planned
to have the seals inspected
and then “turn them over to
the proper authorities.”

noon Monday at the Brighton District
Courthouse for his arrest at 1954
Commonwealth Ave. Saturday around 3
a.m.
It is unknown if he knew of his dismissal during his arraignment.
In the press release, Wolff explained
that the details of the incident came to
his attention after Saturday’s game with
the College of the Holy Cross.
“I was unaware of this incident until
after the end of our game with Holy
Cross on Saturday afternoon,” he said.
“It was then, after the game, that Chris
informed me of what had happened.
Had I known of the incident prior to the
game, he would not have been on the
bench for the game.”
McLaughlin had no prior offenses
before Saturday’s incident, said his
attorney, Peter Lyons.
“He has no outstanding record with
this court,” Lyons said during the
arraignment.

HABITAT
continued from page 1

excursions worldwide that the
Alumni Relations Office organizes for
the alumni community. The build
project was the first time, however,
such a trip included current undergraduate and graduate students.
Such collaboration was unusual
and appreciated, Artinano said. “The
alumni were really happy, and they
enjoyed having current students
there and learning how Tufts is now.”
Habitat for Humanity is a Christian
nonprofit organization that constructs simple homes all over the
world for diverse families in need.
Habitat families pay for their homes
with a down payment, a not-for-profit
mortgage, and their own labor and
assistance in the construction.

Increased safety measures aim to minimize NQR injuries
NQR
continued from page 1

emergency exits are unobstructed and
provide assistance to Nighttime Quad
Reception revelers.
“[They’ll] serve as a buffer between
police and students,” he said. “If someone
is in trouble they’ll have a student to go to
and say, ‘I need help.’”
The volunteers will be on duty from 8
p.m. to midnight.
The Health Advisory Board, a group of
students who work with Tufts Health
Services, is also working with the Senate
to ensure student safety.
To ensure students’ entertainment,
nudity will come with a soundtrack — a
student DJ is slotted to play at some point
between Barnum and Ballou Halls on the
Academic Quad. Several stations will be
set up on both the Residential and
Academic Quads to dispense free hot
chocolate and Krispy Kreme doughnuts.
Smith said the entertainment planned
for the Nighttime Quad Reception is “fair-

WEATHER FORECAST

Tomorrow

ly minimal compared to last year,” however.
But like last year, a limited number of
free t-shirts will be available with “NQR”
emblazoned across the chest, Landau
said. NQR is the acronym for both the
Nighttime Quad Reception and the
Naked Quad Run.
Last year’s planned reception was supposed to include live performances from
a local band, a Tufts a cappella group, and
a Tufts student band. Also scheduled for
the carnival were Chinese food, Krispy
Kreme doughnuts and hot chocolate.
But last year’s Nighttime Quad
Reception, which would have been the
first, was cancelled due to heavy snowfall. Transportation difficulties and electrical concerns precluded the planned
entertainment and prevented the
Chinese food from being delivered. Only
doughnuts and hot chocolate were
offered.
“This year’s scaled-down version is less
reliant on electricity so we’ve got back-

Wednesday

ups,” Landau said. “But if another recordbreaking blizzard hits us with equally bad
timing there’s not much we can do about
it.”
According to TCU Treasurer Jeff Katzin,
the budget for the reception is $9,000, of
which $5,000 is coming from the TCU
Senate. The remainder is being paid by
the administration.
Over-time pay for Tufts University
Police Department (TUPD) officers and
associated costs are part of the $9,000
total.
Last year’s run went far more smoothly
due to student involvement and prior
safety considerations. With the help of 30
student volunteers, TUPD, and local
police officers, only two students received
minor injuries.
Noise complaints from nearby residents were also considerably lower in
2003 than in 2002. Dean of Students
Bruce Reitman told The Tufts Daily last
December that “there were no complaints that I have heard about.”

Thursday

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Yesterday’s close

T

+1.92

T

— 0.57

DOW JONES

Today
Monday, November 29

10,522.23

NASDAQ
2,101.96

Sunny
High 50
Low 29
Mostly sunny in the morning
then becoming partly cloudy.
Highs around 50.

Mostly Sunny
47/37

Rain/Wind
50/32

Partly Cloudy
43/28

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
41/18

Sunny
38/29

Few Showers
47/30

“

Smoking is bad for
your health.

”

Jake Brotter
Freshman

see page 3
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ALLISON ROESER |
MY WOMAN FROM TOKYO

Have your
Christmas cake
and eat
it too

M

y Japanese friend Kanae
and I were walking to
school one morning when

I noticed that a gigantic Christmas
tree, stretching five stories high, had
suddenly appeared on the side of the
Ito Yokado department store that we
pass everyday. Banners exclaiming
“Very Merry Christmas Time!” filled
the windows.

While I know that there are about
one million Christians in Japan (less
than one percent of the population), I
wondered how the rest of the
Japanese population celebrated
Christmas, and if it was anything
more to them than a time for big
sales.
Kanae, who does not adhere to any
one religion — a common practice
among the Japanese — stated that it
really was not much more to her and
her family than a time to buy things
for each other, to have “special” food,
and to decorate a small, fake tree in
her house with origami paper cranes.
I asked what sort of “special” food she
would have with her family, and
Kanae laughed and nearly refused to
tell me.
“We usually have Kentucky Fried
Chicken,” she said after awhile. She
explained that while KFC is not really
a delicacy in Japan, it’s ubiquitously
American and because Christmas is a
Western holiday, several Japanese
families will opt to have American
fast food to celebrate. The other
see ROESER, page 4
Allison Roeser is a junior majoring in
English. She can be reached via e-mail at
allison.roeser@tufts.edu.
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ONWARD AND UPWARD | MARK HAYS

Alum reaches for the (clean) sky
Hays helped pass precedent-setting bill on global warming
BY JENNIFER

CANTELMI

Senior Staff Writer

After Mark Hays (LA ’01) graduated
with a dual degree from Tufts and the
New England Conservatory, Hays wanted
to do something meaningful that
involved working with people and
addressed socio-political issues, but
wasn’t simply a job in politics. He found
GreenCorps, an organization focused on
training the next generation of environmental leaders.
“I knew I didn’t have enough experience as an activist, but I didn’t want to
wade through internship after internship,” said Hays, who was an English
major and in Classical Voice at the New
England Conservatory. “I wanted a jumpstart, to be totally immersed in a new
experience that gave me a comprehensive approach to this kind of work.”

“

Being a good spokesperson is like being a good performer.
The discipline you need to be a
successful musician is the same
kind of discipline you need to be a
successful organizer.

”

Mark Hays
LA/BFA ‘01

The GreenCorps program, founded in
1992, lasts one year and includes classroom training, field training and career
job placement.
Hays’ year with Greencorps was a
highly important step in preparing him
for an environmental career. “The experience was a defining one for me,” he
said. “Though my experience at Tufts
was great, GreenCorps ended up being
the program that set my life course.”
That life course has been a highly
engaged and effective one: Hays currently works as an outreach coordinator in
energy/air pollution issues for the

Natural Resources Council of Maine, a
state-based environmental advocacy
group.
During his first year with the Council,
he and other organizers, along with
members, activists and allies, successfully helped pass a bill that set in statute
statewide goals for the reduction of pollutants that lead to global warming. This
bill was the first of its kind in the United
States.
Hays did not land his current job
directly through GreenCorps, but he did
learn of the opening from GreenCorps
alumni job postings.
Hays finds that his undergraduate
studies, though not directly relevant to
the type of work he does now, have provided him skills that help him lead effectively and think critically.
“Being a good spokesperson is like
being a good performer,” Hays said. “The
discipline you need to be a successful
musician is the same kind of discipline
you need to be a successful organizer.”
“The kind of critical reasoning you use
to dissect the work of an author can also
easily be applied to how one develops a
campaign plan or an argument for environmental protection,” he added.
Hays worked on four campaigns total
throughout his year with GreenCorps. He
spent four months in Chicago working to
protect the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge from drilling, two months in
Concord, New Hampshire working on a
campaign to stop the rollback of the
Clean Air Act, and four months in
Worcester, Mass. working as an assistant
director of a fundraising canvass office
and campaign office working on behalf
of the Sierra Club and the Massachusetts
Public
Interest
Research
Group
(MASSPIRG).
In addition, Hays spent two months in
Chicago working with Corporate
Accountability International (formerly
Infact), a corporate accountability group,
on a campaign that targeted Philip
Morris for directing its advertising at
underage youth.
Although Hays said that each campaign was compelling and instructive,

GREENCORPS.ORG

Tufts alum Hays works as an outreach coordinator in energy/air pollution issues for the
Natural Resources Council of Maine, a statebased environmental advocacy group.
the Arctic Campaign stood out because
of its national scope.
“We were a team of about 10 organizers spread out over 10 different states,
working with groups already on the
ground to convince key senators in those
districts to vote against drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,” Hays
said. “It was very exciting to feel as
though we were a part of mobilizing people all across the country to act on this
issue, in a strategic fashion, using plain
old power.”
In Hays’ opinion, GreenCorps resembles both a graduate degree program and
a first full-time job. “GreenCorps awakened my political sensibilities,” he said.
“It showed me that fundamentally, environmental issues are political issues.”
“It demonstrated to me that the skills
people need to become effective advocates and organizers for social change
can be taught to anyone, and should be,”
Hays added. “It also taught me that this
work is hard, but very rewarding. It can
be a lifelong pursuit.”
Hays recommends GreenCorps to
other Tufts graduates interested in environmental activism and in need of foundational experience to start their journeys.
“My one caveat is that people should
be prepared,” he said. “GreenCorps
pushes you mentally, physically, politically and philosophically. It is, in some
ways, organizer boot camp.”

Picking up a nicotine habit at college

Alcohol, peer pressure are key factors in students’ decision to smoke
BY

ARIANNE BAKER

Daily Staff Writer

BEN THAYER/TUFTS DAILY

In compliance with Mass. state law, Tufts’ facilities (including dorms, fraternities, and sororities) are designated as non-smoking areas - though
not all students adjust their behavior accordingly.

College smokers are likely to
be a Caucasian, non-religious
member of a fraternity or sorority who drinks, according to Edith
Balback, director of the Tufts
Community Health program.
This survey, based on national
data that is not Tufts-specific,
also found that smokers also
tend to be dissatisfied with their
education and non-athletic.
According to the Office on
Smoking and Health at the
Center for Disease Control, 80
percent of adult smokers started smoking before the age of 18.
Since the strong force of peer
pressure in middle school and
high school tends to be the
principal factor influencing
adolescents’
decisions
to
smoke, most anti-smoking
campaigns are aimed at the
adolescent crowd.
Among the college demographic, the overall number of
student smokers stays approximately the same, “Around nine
percent start in college and nine
percent quit,” Balback said.
There are several possible
reasons why nine percent of
college students start smoking
upon attending college. Alcohol
plays a role, say both Balbach
and Dean of the Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences
Robin Kanarek, a researcher in
the psychopharmacology of
tobacco and nicotine use.
“One feature of college social

life which may contribute to
smoking is alcohol use,”
Kanarek said. “Alcohol may
make students feel less inhibited and thus contribute to their
decision to smoke.”
Those suing tobacco companies focus on the firms’ advertising practices. National ad
campaigns like thetruth.com
aim to raise awareness about
companies’ practice of marketing cigarettes to adolescents.
But some students do not
attribute their first smoke to
cigarette companies’ ad cam-

“

[If my friends] are
smoking a pack a day, I try
to get them to cut down.

”

Josh Lord
Freshman

paigns. “Advertising didn’t
impact me at all — it was
curiosity,”
freshman
Jake
Brotter said. Brotter tried his
first cigarette when he was in
eighth grade.
National anti-smoking campaigns also face limited success.
“The anti-smoking ads definitely kept me from smoking up
until freshman or sophomore
year [of high school],” freshman
Josh Lord said. “The first time I
smoked a cigarette was sophomore year and I was considerably drunk.”

Although anti-smoking campaigns may not prevent all people from taking up smoking,
these national ad campaigns
appear to have a degree of
effectiveness. Junior Holly
Ganbold, an international student from Austria, says that
there are more anti-smoking
campaigns in the United States
than in Austria and “people
smoke about 25 times more
there.”
Peer pressure and whether
one’s friends smoke are also two
important factors in the
whether students start smoking. “It’s not advertising; it’s
who you’re friends with,” said
Ganbold of her reasons for
starting to smoke when she was
16-years-old.
Brotter started smoking regularly during his senior year of
high school, when it became
easy to buy cigarettes because
he had “plenty of friends who
were eighteen.”
Nicotine’s addictive and
relaxing properties make cigarettes an appealing stress reliever to stressed students who
already smoke — possibly contributing to the fact that most
people who enter college as
smokers leave as smokers.
“I think that stress does play a
role in maintaining smoking
behavior,” Kanarek said. “We
and others have data that show
withdrawal
from
smoking
increases feelings associated
see CIGARETTES, page 4
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College smokers warn
against picking up the habit
CIGARETTES
Continued from page 3

with stress in smokers. Also,
there are data demonstrating
that nicotine has mild painrelieving properties.”
Kanarek ventured to say
that “if someone who is a
smoker has to sit through a
three-hour class without
smoking, it could be detrimental” to classroom performance.

“

I think Tufts’ priority is alcohol and other
drugs that pose an immediate threat to student
health — tobacco is more
deadly, but it tends to be a
slow-motion killer.

”

Edith Balbach
Director of Tufts Community
Health program

As far as the effect of smoking
on success in school, studies for
college-age students are limited.
However, according to the
National Institute on Drug
Abuse, “smokers have shown
impairment across a wide range
of psychomotor and cognitive
functions, such as language
comprehension” during periods
of abstinence and/or craving.
Fortunately, compared to
other people of the same age
group, college students are less
likely to smoke. “While the
stress of college may encourage
some to start smoking or make
it harder to quit, higher education as a rule is protective
against smoking,” Balbach said.

There
are
accessible
resources on campus for those
suffering from alcohol and
(non-tobacco) drug problems,
but the school’s resources for
cigarette smokers seeking to
quit are more limited.
“I think Tufts’ priority is alcohol and other drugs that pose
an immediate threat to student
health — tobacco is more deadly, but it tends to be a slowmotion killer,” said Balbach
when asked if Tufts’ services for
smokers are sufficient.
Tufts students are largely
aware of the ill health effects
of smoking. However, Brotter
admits that, though he read
about the Great American
Smokeout — an effort by the
American Cancer Society to
help stop smoking that took
place on Nov. 18 — he has no
immediate plans to stop. “I’ll
probably try to quit in the next
one to five years,” he said.
Both Brotter and Lord said
that if their younger siblings
started smoking, they would
tell them to stop. “I would definitely tell them not to,” Lord
said. Brotter concurred, saying
that he would explain to his
siblings that “smoking is bad
for your health.”
Lord added that he would
say the same to friends that
may be smoking too much.
Though Lord says that he is
not addicted to cigarettes, he
feels that he has many friends
who are. “[If they] are smoking
a pack a day, I try to get them
to cut down,” Lord said.
Tufts Health Services offers
a range of options to students
who want to quit smoking.
The Health Services website
lists the Tufts AOD program,
peer support groups, and a
Counseling Center as some of
their services.
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Religious acceptance and openess in Japan
ROESER
Continued from page 3

common food eaten on
Christmas in Japan is the
Christmas Cake, which Kanae
explained as nothing more than
a giant, decadent cake.
Although Christianity found
its roots in Japan in the 1500s, it
did not become more stable
until the 1800s, and only continued to prosper after World
War II due to the numerous
Christian influences brought
over by members of the U.S.
military in Japan. Today, of the
approximately one million
Christians in Japan, the majority are still of foreign descent or
have strong ties and associations with the Western world.
The fascinating thing about
religion in Japan is that it’s so
non-existent,
yet
so
omnipresent at the same time.
This phenomenon is syncretism, or the process of combining different belief systems
together. For example, it’s perfectly common for a Japanese
woman to have a traditional
Western wedding at a Christian
church, but to request that her
funeral be held at a Buddhist
temple. Japanese religious holidays are celebrated just as
much as Christian holidays —
but the degree to which these
holidays are truly and properly
observed varies greatly.
While most Japanese will say
that Buddhism and Shintoism
are the two most popular religions in the country, many
Japanese do not profess attachment to one particular religion.
In fact, according to some of
the Japanese people I have spoken with about this, it is often
advised that they avoid becoming attached to one religion.
The reasons for this still remain
a bit murky and unclear to me,
but my friend Shota explained
that it has a bit to do with how
the Japanese who practiced

Shintoism and Buddhism were
treated during and after the
war.
Briefly, Shintoism was the
first real religion to establish
itself in Japan. It’s a polytheistic
belief system, where most
objects are considered to have
god-like spirits. Buddhism
arrived in Japan in the sixth
century and emphasizes ethical
conduct, meditation, study,
and the ability to overcome suffering.

The fascinating thing
about religion in Japan is
that it’s so non-existent,
yet so omnipresent at the
same time.
Despite whether or not a single Japanese person will choose
to
claim
attachment
to
Buddhism or Shintoism, it plays
an ever-present part in everyday
Japanese life, from the architecture and design of all types of
buildings, to the way in which
the Japanese flock to Shinto
shrines and Buddhist temples on
New Year’s Eve to ring in the New
Year. My “Urban Planning and
Architecture of Japan” professor,
Sugiyama-sensei, explained how
the Meiji Shrine in Omotesando, Tokyo, is notorious for
being one of the most popular
and dangerous places to be during New Year’s.
“I went there one year with
my wife and there are so many
people there that you physically can’t voluntarily move yourself — you just have to stay
relaxed and let the crowd push
you along the paths until you
reach the shrine and can pray,”
he said. Sugiyama also added
that most of the people are
drunk and are throwing coins

of Japanese yen over the crowds
of people, often resulting in
some sort of major injury every
year.
There are a few other religions that exist in Japan, but
their followers are even fewer
than those of Christianity.
According
to
Sugiyama,
Confucianism remains a strong
part of “the Japanese way of
thinking,” but is not practiced
as a religion. Islam is gradually
growing in Japan, but has fewer
than 1,000 followers, a number
that is not expected to significantly increase in the foreseeable future.
Judaism has an estimated 600
followers who reside in Japan,
almost all of which are foreigners
who live in the urban areas. I
recently went to the ChabadLubavitch Center of Japan with
Ari, a Jewish friend of mine here,
mostly because we were curious
as to what kind of people would
be in attendance.
We went to a Friday evening
service, conducted by the Rabbi
Mendi Sudakevich, and quickly
learned that those who attend
the services at the ChabadLubavitch Center are typically
foreign business men and
women who are temporarily in
Japan for business purposes,
Jewish members of the U.S. military,
and
some
JewishAmericans
and
JewishEuropeans that are living in
Japan for one reason or another.
We did not see a single Japanese
person, and the service was conducted entirely in Hebrew.
Back at the Ito Yokado store,
Kanae and I were finishing our
discussion on religion in Japan.
“I guess the Japanese are just
greedy — they always want to
have a holiday so they can relax
and spend time with family and
buy nice things for each other,”
said Kanae half-jokingly. And
really, what’s so bad about that?
Happy holidays from Japan.
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The season of ‘The Nutcracker’

New director in charge of Boston version of classic ballet
Write a
column
about ...

L

BY

ERIN PIZZONIA

Contributing Writer

The fur-trimmed Rockettes aren’t the
only Christmas spectacular in town this
year. Boston Ballet’s “The Nutcracker”

isten up readers, I have a

The Nutcracker

problem. The other day I

Nov. 26 through Dec. 31
At the Colonial Theatre
106 Boylston Street

received my first piece of

fan e-mail. But the fan e-mail isn’t
the problem. It feeds my ego, and
somehow that makes me feel better about myself.
No, fan e-mail is not the problem; in fact, it is encouraged. But
fan e-mail means people are reading my column, and that, my
friends, is the problem.
Now I know what you’re thinking. You’re thinking, “Aren’t you the
obnoxious jerk that puts the
Internet link to his column in his
instant messenger profile every
goddamn week? Don’t you find
your column to be shamelessly
self-aggrandizing? And don’t you
use it just to make people aware
that you know what words like selfaggrandizing mean?”
The quick answer to your questions: Yes.
But when people read my column, I encounter the backseat
columnist phenomenon. And you
know who you are, backseat
columnist. You’re the same guy
who frantically tells the driver to
switch lanes on the highway when
the exit is a mile and a half away.
And you’re the same guy who tells
me to throw to the B button receiver while playing Madden on Xbox,
when he’s so obviously been put in
double coverage because for the
last three quarters all you’ve been
talking about is how open he is and
you still won’t be quiet because
you don’t realize you’re helping
Dan more than you’re helping me
so why don’t you just get the hell
out of my apartment. You’re that
guy, backseat columnist.
So in honor of all the “Hey, you
should write a column about
that”s I have received over the past
three months (and at least two of
these are not made up), I have
compiled a quick list of my favorite
topics, with my single favorite
bringing up the rear. Enjoy.
The prospect of planting orange
trees on the residential quad.
Admittedly, this was the product of
the rantings of a loony Tropicana
Pure Premium Grovestand zealot
who was driven over the edge by
the continued serving of orange
juice from concentrate by Tufts
University Dining Services.
Sure it’s a weak idea for a column, but it’s fairly off-the-wall and
original, especially considering the
blueprints for a massive self-sustaining greenhouse structure that
accompanied it.

opened at the Colonial Theatre on Nov. 26
with an exciting new production.
When artistic director Mikko Nissinen
arrived at the Boston Ballet in 2001, he
found that over the years, five different
choreographers had already contributed
to the holiday classic.
This year, Nissinen promises many surprises to the traditional storyline. Nissinen
introduced new choreography for Act II

last winter and, this season, he has unified
his vision of the classic with entirely new
choreography of Act I.
Seasoned “Nutcracker” attendees will
not only find this year’s production more
cohesive in vision, but they will also be
surprised by new costumes, lighting, and a
new theater. Almost one third smaller than
the Wang Theatre, which is the usual home
of the Rat King and the Nutcracker Prince,
the Colonial hosts the production this winter. With only half as many seats as the
Wang, the theater has an intimacy which
has been considered by the show’s directors to be beneficial and consistent with
the inspiring message of the holiday
favorite.
“This art form is about creating an illusion,” Nissinen said in a press conference.
The new scenery, lighting design and
costuming each contribute to the overall
see NUTCRACKER, page 7
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In ‘A Walk in the Magic Garden’ (1954), Sudek demonstrates his ability to handle large panoramas as well as intimate internal settings.

A picture worth a thousand words
MFA showcases work of Czechoslovakian photographer
BY

CAROLINE LAGNADO
Senior Staff Writer

With a single photograph, an
artist can send a message to the
world.

Josef Sudek:
Poet with a Camera
Running through April 3, 2005
At the Trustman Galleries

Whether political or in admiration, the artist has incredible
power with his medium, even if
he chooses to make a quiet statement, one which simply suggests
pleasure or whispers beauty.
Such an artist was Josef Sudek,

a Czechoslovakian photographer
who has been titled the “Poet of
Prague.”
Sudek’s simple yet evocative
photographs, currently on display at the Boston Museum
of Fine Arts, are all in black
and white and have the ability to
sneak up on the viewer
long after he has viewed
them and remind him of their
simple beauty and thoughtful
execution.
“Poet With A Camera” is being
shown in the Trustman galleries,
a two-room carpeted space
enclosed by glass doors. The galleries are therefore quiet and less
populated, adding the solitude
and quiet nature of Sudek’s art.

Sudek’s story is an original one.
After losing his right arm in World
War I, all that Sudek had to
manipulate his large format camera were his teeth and his left
hand. In order to change the film
in his large Kodak panoramic
camera, he had to encase himself
in a three-layer black cloth sack to
ensure total darkness.
These unusual circumstances,
as well as the upsetting World War
II, led Sudek to turn inward and
create careful pieces, mostly of
serene, still events like still lives,
portraits, window views, and
images of light.
His pieces include series of private compositions showing his
favorite sites in Prague, like the

Charles Bridge and the Prague
Castle, as well as images of his
studio, which he entitles
“Labyrinth.”
His studio is shown to be a
cluttered space filled with papers,
books, cups, candles, and shells
— the latter are props used for his
still lives. The two “Labyrinth”
images displayed — one from
1960, the other from 1969 — show
his studio as somewhat of an
open closet space filled to the
brim in which he would work and
collect unique objects for his
work.
In contrast, the series of images
taken from his studio window
see SUDEK, page 6

MOVIE REVIEW

No need to squeeze humor
out of SpongeBob movie
BY JEAN

WHITEHEAD

Contributing Writer

Ever wake up from an amazing
dream of financial success where
everyone loves you? Ever go on

The ten thousand tons of plastic
they wrap around the tiny little
sandwiches they serve at several
on campus vendors. I was sitting
at lunch one day with a friend of
mine, and he could not for the life
of him open his sandwich. Which I
find ironic considering this guy
has, quite possibly, the most

The SpongeBob
SquarePants Movie
Starring Tom Kenny, Clancy Brown
Directed by Stephen Hillenburg

see POTHIAWALA, page 7
Saj Pothiawala is a senior majoring in
quantitative economics. He can be
reached via e-mail at sajid.pothiawala@tufts.edu.

BECKY RUDNER/TUFTS DAILY

Call the exterminator! Costume designer
David Walker’s version of the Rat King is one of
the scariest yet.

YAHOO! MOVIES

SpongeBob proves that all it takes to return a crown to King Neptune
is a little self confidence and a clean pair of cardboard undies.

an adventure with your best
friend? Ever get scared that you
are just not man enough? Ever
get brainwashed by an evil green

piece of plankton that wants to
rule the world?
Well maybe not the brainwashing, but everything else is
likely.
“The
SpongeBob
SquarePants Movie” is not as
unrealistic as you might think. It
is probably the stupidest movie I
have ever seen, but I laughed my
pants off.
There is nothing like hemorrhoid and puberty jokes to get
you riled up. Yes, it is true,
SpongeBob is a bubble blowing
baby, but he’s a damn funny one.
Waking up from a dream of
financial success, SpongeBob
see SPONGEBOB, page 6
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YAHOO! MOVIES

In ‘The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie,’ SpongeBob and friends embark on a long adventure
ending with David Hasselhoff.

‘SpongeBob:’You get what you’d expect
SPONGEBOB
continued from page 5

(voiced by Tom Kenny) pops on his little
cardboard undies and gets ready for what
seems like a day for joyous occasions.
Alas, his dreams of becoming the manager of the Krusty Krab 2 are crushed by
the fact that he is just a kid. A kid!
The plot thickens when SpongeBob’s
boss, Eugene Krabs (Clancy Brown) gets
framed for stealing the illustrious crown
from King Neptune ( Jeffrey Tambor).
Small side note here: what kind of crab
cooks crab at his own restaurant?
SpongeBob agrees to go on a journey to
find this renowned crown in order to save
his boss’ life. He has to battle some bullies,
some giant sea monsters, and even the
sinking feeling of failure.
He goes on with his journey and is able
to get through all these obstacles except
for one. How shall they get back to Bikini
Beach? Who is there to save the day?
David Hasselhoff, of course. Who else
would you want on your side when your
bag of magical winds has flown away and
you are stranded on a beach with a cartoon crown that is bigger than your entire
body?
“The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie” is
a bit like “Alice in Wonderland” meets
“Pee-wee’s Big Adventure.” You get a movie
whose writers seem too high to function,
but also smart enough to pull it off.
The producers also manage to reel in

some pretty famous guest voices, like Alec
Baldwin, Scarlett Johansson, and, of
course, Hasselhoff.
“SpongeBob” even incorporates some
drama into its zaniness. At one point,
SpongeBob has a moment where he might
not go on. It is a tearjerker. It’s no “Forrest
Gump” funeral scene, but it does make you
shed some tears. Well, okay, I didn’t cry, but
I might have.
Most of us watched “Shrek” (2001) and
laughed like hyenas knowing in our minds
that no kid around us was laughing for the
same reason. This movie is the same way.
Take the scene where SpongeBob finds
out that he won’t make manager. What else
does one do when he gets bad news but go
to the local bar (ice cream bar, that is) and
get sloshed on sugar heaven with a good
friend, in this case, Patrick Star the starfish
(voiced by Bill Fagerbakke)?
SpongeBob sings a few tunes and passes
out on the bar floor while waking up to an
angry bartender. Seem familiar to anyone?
(I know some of you are nodding your
heads.)
Even though it might not actually be up
to the par of “Shrek,” “The SpongeBob
SquarePants Movie” is still quite enjoyable.
You might not want to run out to buy the
DVD, but you’ll chuckle and you get what
you expect.
It is a movie about a yellow sponge
being silly and blowing bubbles. Good
family fun, but only see it once.

Poetry evident in photographer’s work
SUDEK
continued from page 5

show perhaps the polar opposite of these
cluttered compositions.
These images, which are scattered
throughout the exhibition, highlight Sudek’s
interest in mysterious imagery and still lives.
Sudek would place small props before his
studio window and photograph them in different times of day and in different light
sources.
“A Dark Rose in an Engraved Glass” (1954)
is an elegant, linear composition. In this
image, a long, dark rose, sleek and slim,
stands in a tall glass with a linear design
imprinted on it. The long stem mimics the
long lines upon the glass, creating a harmony of lines before a blurry, out of focus background scene from his garden just outside
the studio window.
Other compositions also show his great
concern for the subject and an appreciation
of a simple scene, like “The Coming of
Spring” (1968). This print shows a mess of
barren branches in soft focus against a grey
washed sky. Entwined within are young,
newly growing twigs and branches with icicle-like buds. Only some of the stems are in
focus, and seem to surface from the chaos as
an allegory for spring emerging from the
gray confusion of winter.
“Poet With a Camera” also focuses on
Sudek’s friendship with Sonja Bullaty, a
Holocaust survivor and former assistant to
Sudek, who moved to New York in 1946 after
working with Sudek in Czechoslovakia.
Bullaty, a photographer herself, took great
care of the letters and photographs Sudek
sent her from his studio in Prague. She and
her husband, Angelo Lomeo, worked to promote Sudek’s work in America through exhibitions and a published book.
Sudek’s interest in quiet themes and soft
tones shines through in this small, placid

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

Sudek’s ‘Glasses and Eggs’ (1952) shows his
interest in the small, simple scene.
exhibition. Scenes of the outdoors and
household items dominate, but are interspersed with unexpected images, like the
beautiful “Nude Portrait” (1951-54).
This tasteful nude shows a young woman
looking down and away from the camera;
her white skin is bathed in soft, diffused
light, highlighting the angles and forms of
her body.
“Poet With a Camera” provides the viewer with a tour of mid-twentieth century
Prague through Sudek’s wide-view
panoramas, as well as a tour of the artist’s
personal life through his studio scenes and
portraiture. The exhibition is a welcome
refuge from the often teeming MFA and
offers the viewer a peaceful and contemplative experience.
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Updated ‘Nutcracker’ takes to the stage this year Should columnists use their
NUTCRACKER
powers for good or for evil?
continued from page 5

atmosphere that Nissinen and
his directors have created
onstage at the Colonial Theatre.
Lighting designer Pierre
Lavoie, who has worked on several other Boston Ballet productions, has truly transformed this
year’s “Nutcracker” into a visual
masterpiece. Working with the
Boston-based Color Kinetics,
LED lighting technologies allow
transitions between colors to be
smooth and virtually unnoticeable.
Roughly 400 foot-long strips
of lights are positioned from
several angles around the stage
so that the light not only moves
cleanly (from red to green, for
example), but also allows for
the whole stage to be washed in
an even coat of color.
As a result of the magnificent
lighting, the costumes and
scenery have risen to the task of
cooperating with the new color
scheme of “The Nutcracker.”
Glittering snowflakes float
above the dancers in the snow
scene at the end of the first act,
creating the image of a snow
globe, according to set designer
Walt Spangler.
Costume designer David
Walker made new Act I costumes in a style more consistent
with that of the setting of the
ballet, Nuremburg, Germany in
1886. He claims that using
lighter colors in the Party scene
accents the lighting design.
Particularly breathtaking are
the costumes of the Columbine
and Harlequin dolls that Clara’s
uncle brings to life to entertain
the party children. Multiple
patches of silk taffeta form the
Harlequin’s vest and the
Columbine’s skirt, and wool
lace accents her bodice, making
the characters seem as though
they were animated from a storybook.
Nissinen has choreographed
more challenging dances for the

POTHIAWALA
continued from page 5

nimble fingers at Tufts. And that
was not meant to be sexual
before I wrote it. Ladies and gentlemen, his phone number is
available upon request.

BECKY RUDNER/TUFTS DAILY

One of the big changes in this year’s production of ‘The Nutcracker’ is
that the Nutcracker’s transition from toy to prince happens onstage.
Mouse King and the Nutcracker
Prince. The Nutcracker’s transformation from toy to prince
also happens onstage this year
(surprise!).
For both of these reasons, the
masks of the two main characters are unbelievably light — no
more than one or two pounds
— and are also heat sensitive,
lightweight, and translucent so
the dancers can sweat, jump,
and see where they are leaping
at the same time.
Though the first act is completely new this season in choreography as well as costumes,
the second act retains the
extravagance and splendor of
last
season’s
production.
Nissinen expects that the contrast from the more traditional
and muted first act colors to the
bright and varied second act
color scheme will create an illusion of traveling from the real
world into Clara’s fantasy kingdom.
Even with all the visual
excitement of this year’s
“Nutcracker,” Bostonians and
New Englanders will not traverse snow storms and holiday
shopping traffic to the Colonial

Theatre this season simply to
see the new production features
of the prestigious company’s
show. “The Nutcracker” is a
story about children and the
power of imagination, and it is
only fitting that children participate in the fantasy.
Traditionally, the Boston
Ballet version of the performance heralds the greatest number of children in “The
Nutcracker” worldwide, around
350. With a shorter run this year
however, 270 children from the
area are dancing in four different casts. Party children, angels
and pochinelles chasing each
other from under Mother
Ginger’s skirt are all roles which
young dancers in Boston
assume during their five weeks
in Clara’s dream.
Though it has an entirely
new scope and technology this
year, “The Nutcracker” is rooted in Boston tradition. What
better way is there to celebrate
the holidays than through the
adventures of a young girl and
her beloved prince? If this
doesn’t sound appealing, the
Rockettes are only across the
street.

My friend Matan. Every time I
see him, he gives me a suggestion
for a column. And every time it’s
about him. Example exchange:
Matan: So, I bought a new eurotrash button down shirt today.
Me: (looking at his shirt) So you
did.
Matan: Yeah, you should put that
in your column. And mention
that I’m single.
Of course I took some liberties
with the actual conversation.
What he really said was, “mention that I’m Tufts University’s
most eligible bachelor.” Second
most, Matan. Third, if you count
nimble fingers up there. I suppose his number is also available
upon request, but it’s just as easily found in the left stall of the
Eaton Hall women’s bathroom.
But enough of that (and by
that I mean enough of me functioning as a dating service). Now
for my most favorite column suggestion:
The betterment of society. More
than once it has been suggested
to me that I use my exposure as a
Tufts Daily columnist to do more
than make stupid jokes about
prison rape or Catherine Zeta
Jones. Rather, I should use my
powers for good.
This recommendation came
no stronger than a month ago
when the idea of the responsibility of the media was brought to
my attention. While writing to
entertain is indeed a virtue,
shouldn’t it be secondary to the
more traditional journalistic
virtues of working as an advocator and investigator on the behalf
of the public?

Unlike Mischa Barton, pubic
lice, and my school work, I took
this seriously. Maybe I should do
something worthwhile with my
800-1,000 words every week. Why
should I waste my time writing
about my unconditional heterosexual love of the Red Sox or
about movie stars that stalk me
when there are people to save in
this world? When there are crusades to embark on? When, just
in America, half a million puppies die every year from insufficient love? Why?
After a good few minutes, I figured it out. Because I am not a
journalist. That’s why. I am just an
idiot college student who writes
about idiot college student things.
Surely, I am no journalist. And as
grand (READ: megalomaniacal.
SEE ALSO: self-important) as the
notion is, I’d say none of my fellow
columnists are. Instead we are
niche writers: the sports writer,
the TV writer, the fashion writer,
the lifestyles writer, and the punditry writer. Each is a valuable part
of this newspaper, and each and
every one of us is special in our
own way.
So the next time anyone feels
the need to grab their quill ready
to ink a scathing criticism of what
they read, they should take a
deep breath, look in the mirror,
and ask themselves where babies
come from. By the time they figure it out (the stork), they’ll have
forgotten what they got all riled
up about in the first place.
If you, the criticizer, wishes to
press on then no one, not even
the stork, can stop you. You obviously see the practical purpose in
needlessly biting the hand that
feeds you that I do not. Be cautious though. Eventually they’ll
stop feeding you and you’ll be
forced to grab some orange juice
from concentrate and an
unwrappable sandwich from the
campus center with my friend
Matan. Who, by the way, is single.
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Democracy may be faltering in Iraq, but
it has taken root in what was the heart of
the Soviet Union In Kiev, protests against
the results of the Ukrainian presidential
election on Nov. 21 have drawn international attention to the Ukraine. The movement, echoing Georgia’s 2003 peaceful revolution, is a reminder of the powerful
attraction democracy holds to those who
have only lived under dictatorships.
While thus far non-violent, the crisis
threatens to split the country into two. It
would be a tragedy for the Ukraine to be
split apart, right as it gains a closer relationship to its western neighbors and
become a true democracy.
Like the United States, support for the
presidential nominees bitterly divides
the country. Viktor Yushchenko, the
opposition candidate, draws backing
from the western part of the country,
which is more agricultural and
Ukrainian-speaking. Viktor Yanukovych,
current prime minister and disputed
president-elect, gets support from the
industrial, ethnically Russian eastern
part of the country. Yushchenko is viewed
as the U.S. candidate and joining the
European Union is part of his platform.
This is attractive to many from the western part of the country who want to lessen
dependence on Russia. In the eastern half,

there are fears that ethnic Russians will be
treated as second-class citizens and that
the Ukraine’s economy will falter from
lessened relations with Moscow.
This is an oversimplification of
Ukrainian politics, but gives an idea of the
country’s divisions. Yanukovych declared
victory by three percent of the vote, but the
country’s top court has not allowed the
results to be finalized or published.
Yushchenko accuses the government of
intimidating voters and repeat voting during the election. Western leaders have
come to Yushchenko’s support — including Secretary of State Colin Powell — citing
fraud and abuse. Russian president
Vladimir Putin, however, congratulated
Yanukovych, even though the results are
not yet final.
On Saturday, the Ukrainian parliament
denounced the election results. The
supreme court meets today to decide if reelections should be held. In the midst of
this uncertainty, the eastern province of
Donetsk wants to gain autonomy if
Yushchenko becomes the victor.
If Donetsk becomes autonomous, who
knows what will follow. Perhaps all of the
regions will split into the respective camps,
and the Ukraine will emulate those
“United States of Canada” and “United
State of Texas” maps floating around the

Internet since Nov. 2.
But, if the Ukraine wants to become a
western-style democracy, it should not
allow dissenting regions to secede.
Thus far, Ukrainians have reacted correctly. Supporters on both sides have taken
their demonstrations to the streets and
acted nonviolently. Threats of a general
strike by opposition followers would be a
continuation of the peaceful protests that
have drawn the world to Yushchenko’s
side.
No matter what the outcome of the
challenges to the final tally, neither the
opposition nor the current government
should resort to violence. But the
Yanukovych supporters should not be forgotten in the wayside.
Today, the Ukrainian people have the
opportunity to change the direction of
their country. The Ukranian Supreme
Court should decide to hold another election, this time under the scrutiny of even
more international observers. Hopefully,
the wishes of the Ukrainian people will be
heard and the deserved politician will be
elected this time.
This will set the Ukraine on the path to
true democracy, and serve as a reminder to
the autocratic leaders of countries like
Belarus and Azerbaijan that the people will
not stay quiet forever.
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But Tufts University does not have alternative publications, at least none on the
scale of The Tufts Daily. This may seem like
an arrogant assertion, but the Daily is the
most widely-read piece of print on campus, and although it may not always be
perfect at disseminating minority views, it
is the place where students go when they
want to raise an issue on campus.
Well, I am tired of it.
This is a campus of nearly 5,000
young, bright students. The best of
America and a few other countries, we
are told. So why is it that the outlets for
the ideas on this campus seem to be
floundering?
The Primary Source, after being a
strong advocate for change and a wellspoken challenger of the status quo my
freshman year, has now fallen into a
state of irrelevance in the campus rhetoJonathan Graham is the editor-in-chief
of The Tufts Daily. He can be reached at
editor@tuftsdaily.com.

ric. The sensible and clear-headed arguments for conservative ideals once
attracted great political essays and biting
commentary on national, local and campus political issues. Now, the publication
is a shadow of its former self, with the
inability to rationalize an argument or
look at itself with a critical eye.
The Tufts Observer converted itself
into a magazine and has never fully
adjusted its style or mission to the new
format. There are flashes of brilliance
that give me hope that the campus will
once again have a well-written, welledited and well-read weekly publication,
but unless the improvement speeds up,
we will be waiting a long while. With a
weekly publication schedule, it could
cover items with an in-depth journalistic
edge; instead it reports on stale news
and soft-ball feature stories.
Tufts publication for radical thought,
Radix, arrived and then disappeared.
Last year’s commencement issue was
abandoned in Curtis Hall, never delivered despite the thousands of dollars
from the TCU Senate which funded the
printing of its glossy covers. Not that it
would have mattered. All of the articles
in the May 2004 issue contained stories
more applicable to February or March
than May or June.
TUTV has gotten its technical issues
under control, but in the past four years
has only offered Jumbo Love Match and
a the odd student films.
I know that I am starting to harp, and I

apologize. As a member of a publication
on campus, I understand the hard work
that goes into all of the groups above, and
I do not want to demean those students’
effort. But all of the members of these
media groups must ask themselves what
their purpose on campus is. If it is to propagate information and discussion and
ideas, then I can unequivocally state they
are failing miserably.
The Daily has its own issues that it
needs to deal with, and for every part of
the newspaper which has improved over
the last several years there are others
which have worsened. But we are striving to be better, to be a leader of the Tufts
University student body.
I have always viewed my responsibility as editor-in-chief of a college newspaper to provide the structure and knowledge of journalism to fellow students,
and try to work with them so that they
love journalism just as much as I do.
I do not feel that the publications on
campus are currently doing that. And,
yes, this includes the Daily. I do not
exclude us from the groups which need
to improve on this issue.
Let’s allow the voices of this campus to
rise up, and then we can have a real
shouting match across the Hill and give
this campus a richer discourse.
Hopefully it will teach generations of
Tufts students to add their opinions to
the world’s discourse and encourage
everyone on campus to become intellectually involved.
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NOAH TRUGMAN |
LIFE IS ELSEWHERE

Enough
about Artest

R

on Artest is promoting his new rap
CD this week and not playing professional basketball because he

Goodbye,
moderation

punched some fans in the face at the end
of a game in Auburn Hills last week. After
the press conferences, interviews, rulings

BY

PHILIP MARTIN

by the NBA and filing of lawsuits, the
media had a field day. We have not seen
the same tape replayed so many times
since the World Trade Center towers fell.
But there are other things happening in
the world today. Ukrainians are protesting
for genuine democracy. American troops
and insurgents are fighting each other to
see who can liberate the Iraqi people first.
There is genocide occurring in Darfur.
Compared to their relative importance,
why has the story of an NBA misfit
received a disproportionately high level of
attention? The basket-brawl raises moral
questions about individual responsibility
and highlights the growing distance
between (primarily) young, over-paid,
black athletes and their (generally) older,
over-paying, white fans.
But the real reason we talk so much
about Ron Artest is simply because we
have nothing else to talk about. America is
bored.
Let me qualify that by saying instead
that America merely chooses not to talk
about the real issues. We focus on who
threw which punch at whom and on the
stiffness of the penalties instead of realizing that there are deeper social issues
— about race relations, wealth distribution or the nature of our celebrity culture — that need to be addressed.
These larger problems exist at an
international level too. But America
chooses to ignore the rest of the world.
Politically, this choice is reflected in our
foreign policy of unilateralism. In sports,
while the rest of the world plays what we
call soccer, we play baseball and have
the gall to call it the “World” Series. In
education, more than 80 percent of
Americans cannot identify Iraq on a
map, according to CNN. Obviously we
do not even know where the rest of the
world is located.

In sports, while the rest of the
world plays what we call soccer, we
play baseball and have the gall to
call it the ‘World’ Series.
America is so big (and so politically
and economically advantaged) that it is
just too easy not to see or think about
anyone but ourselves. There is so much
local news that we never hear what is
going on in the rest of the world, even if
it may be more important. We are
parochial and self-absorbed. The attention given to the Artest story is a case in
point.
But we are also bored. Why else would
we watch the network dress up some Joe
Shmoe who sings in the shower and turn
him into an American idol overnight?
This boredom stems from our lack of
engagement with the world. Our boredom, therefore, is self-imposed.
Last week I classified all the problems in
the world as self-imposed. We smoke cigarettes and develop lung cancer. We engage
in unprotected sex with strangers and
see TRUGMAN, page 10
Noah Trugman is a senior majoring in philosphy. He can be reached via e-mail at
noah.trugman@tufts.edu

STEVE SACK/KRT

B

oth at home and abroad, reactions
to this year’s presidential elections
have been quite mixed. Obviously
there was a general sense of happiness
on the right, but among liberals worldwide, there was no clear consensus on
Nov. 3, 4 or 5 of what a second term for
President Bush actually entailed.
Everyone, however, had an opinion.
Some worried more than others. With
an electoral mandate, no recount to
worry about, and with control of both
houses of Congress, Bush and his neoconservative friends will run wild, many
contended. He will appoint radical
judges to the Supreme Court in hopes of
overturning Roe v. Wade (and thus criminalizing abortion), he will try to invade
Iran or Syria, and he will even bring
back the draft. Others were not so pessimistic. “He only has support of half
the voting population,” they argued, “he
can’t truly run wild.” He has already
been forced to backtrack on his aggressive unilateralism in hopes of “winning”
the war on terror and solving the quagmire in Iraq. He will try to ensure a legacy for himself and unite the country,
Philip Martin is a junior majoring in
political science. He is currently studying
abroad in Madrid.

many pundits wrote in the op-ed pages.
Unfortunately, those in the first camp
were right. It seems now, that every hint
coming from the White House points to
a radical right-wing agenda, not a moderate one. As New York Times columnist
Nicholas Kristof recently wrote, “Having
crushed the resistance in Fallujah,
President Bush is now trying to do the
same at the State Department and the
CIA.” What an alarming reality.
Colin Powell, the lone moderate of
the administration, will no longer be
part of the Bush team. His resignation
was expected; known to butt-heads
with Cheney and other members of the
administration over Iraq, a BBC journalist even recently quoted him as referring
to the neo-conservative members of the
Administration as “fucking crazies.” The
curiosity of who would replace Powell
lasted briefly when the President nominated Condoleezza Rice, a woman who
is by no means a moderate in any sense
of the word. Besides having demonstrated her incompetence as the
National Security Adviser, she is also the
woman who warned the American people that we couldn’t wait for a “smoking
gun” to invade Iraq because, “We don’t
want the smoking gun to be a mushroom cloud [over an American city].”

Even more troublesome are the
changes at the CIA. The new head of the
organization,
Porter
Goss,
was
announced some time ago after the resignation of George Tenet. Although
known to be very conservative and a
friend of the administration, many
believed that Mr. Goss would lead the
agency in a responsible and non-partisan way. Again, unfortunately, the
opposite has proved to be the case.
Newspapers across the country have
been reporting that Mr. Goss has been
ordered to purge the agency of dissent
and have been reprinting a recent
memo he sent out to CIA employees.
The memo states that it is the job of CIA
employees not to provide objective
intelligence and to avoid political pressures, but instead to “support the
Administration and its policies in our
work.” It continues, “As agency employees we do not identify with, support or
champion opposition to the administration or its policies.”
After all the concern about intelligence agents being pressured to conform
their
analyses
to
the
Administration’s beliefs during the runup to the Iraq war, such a memo is truly
see ADMINISTRATION, page 10

OFF THE HILL | BOSTON COLLEGE

Contempt for Coulter reflects
poorly on Boston College
BY

ROB KAFAFIAN
The Heights

(U-WIRE) CHESTNUT HILL, Mass.
— I never thought that I would be
embarrassed to attend a university of
such high public standing as Boston
College, but I suppose that college is
about being exposed to new things.
The opposition to Ann Coulter was
vividly displayed in the audience two
weeks ago.
Unfortunately, all it did was prove
what Coulter had said to be true. For
those of you who were not there, students were giving the finger to Coulter
and making some very inappropriate
comments. If I were Coulter, I would
never return to speak at Boston
College. Max Buccini’s dream description of the openness of dialogue on
campus was shattered by this disgraceful display of disrespect.
I do understand that Coulter is a
controversial character — she speaks

her mind and she does it forcefully and
with wit. Her comments about liberal
failure to propose an argument that
has logic, is not emotional, and is
respectful were only proved true by
those who strove to prove it false. I
don’t see how giving the finger to a
guest of our school is in any way
productive.
Very few of the questions asked had
any real merit to them; the students
sounded like conspiracy theorists as
they made claims as to what Coulter
said or meant. I’m sure there will be
crying about how “she did say those
things,” but alas, Coulter was right —
your argument is baseless off of the
information presented.
I am sure that the one student
thought it would be hilarious to ask
Coulter the question that referenced
her getting hit in the face with a pie by
students at a recent speech. He could
laugh about it with his friends — he
could be the big man on campus, but it

was a disgraceful cheap shot that had
nothing to do with anything except
anger.
The liberal audience proved itself
closed to a difference of opinion. They
claim to want free speech and to allow
everyone to have their own ideas, but I
felt as if a lot of people went to the
speech already knowing what they
thought about the topics and Coulter.
Questions asked clearly showed that
the students weren’t listening and that
if they had been they might have found
their questions answered already.
Conversely, at Howard Dean’s
speech, I saw myself and other conservatives respectfully listening to a man
we disagree with. I noted the good
points that he made yet did not give
him the finger when he made baseless
accusations about the administration I
support. Nor did I hear someone yell
out, “Answer the question!” when Dean
see COULTER, page 10
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Americans suffer from self-imposed problems What administration turnover
TRUGMAN
means for the next four years
continued from page 9

contract HIV. We eat McDonalds and get, well,
supersized. The reason we do not just abstain
from smoking, eating fast food or having unsafe
sex is because there are lots of people out there
whose job it is to manufacture cigarettes, sell
burgers and fries, and even to document and
fight the spread of AIDS. It is in their interest to
see that these problems persist because if there
were no addicted smokers, no fast food nation
citizens, and no AIDS epidemic, they would be
out of work.

The real reason we talk so much about
Ron Artest is simply because we have
nothing else to talk about. America is
bored.
We create problems in order to solve them.
That is what we do. We are problem solvers.
Problems keep us busy and entertained. That

seems to be the explanation why we do stupid
things and why every solution generates another problem and every answer raises another
question. Of course, some problems generated
by our solutions to other problems are not
always unintentional or, from some perspectives, entirely problematic. The rebuilding of
Iraq, for example, is great for certain American
businesses, even though it should benefit the
Iraqi people.
Just because our problems are self-imposed
does not mean that we shouldn’t work to solve
them. There are plenty of pressing, immediate
challenges at the local level that we should talk
about and try to solve. With the Ron Artest case,
attention should be drawn to the deeper social
implications, not to Artest himself or to the
specifics of the altercation. I am afraid we are too
caught up in the hype to realize the deeper issues
at stake. I am afraid that, as Americans, we focus
on unimportant issues and distractions at the
expense of larger, serious problems facing our
society and the rest of the world.
Thank you, Ron Artest, for giving us another
problem to solve. For giving us something to
talk about. I mean, thanks for nothing.

Coulter audience reflects poorly upon BC
COULTER
continued from page 9

sidestepped an actually relevant inquiry.
I won’t put all of the blame
on the students, though.
Coulter played a part as well. I
can’t speak for other students,
but from observing people’s
reactions and questions, I feel
that some of what she said
went over the average student’s head. She did give evidence to back up her ideas,
but some of it might not have
made sense to an average college student. She threw out
names and historical happenings that go beyond the

knowledge of Bill Clinton,
George Bush, Iraq and Monica
Lewinsky.
Had the speech been more
on a college level, maybe
some people would have realized that she did not in fact
single out Al Franken as representing the liberal community.
She did give names of elected
officials and their actions that
represent the liberal electoral
community ... some of the
audience simply did not recognize these names, which it
had elected. Maybe I’m underestimating the level at which
the student body is informed,
but few people (liberals and

conservatives) laughed at
some of the jokes she made
that referenced obscure politicians and events.
My point is not to prove
Coulter right nor the students
wrong, it is to express my distaste at the way some students
handled themselves. Is this
how they want BC to be represented? A few students were
disgustingly disrespectful and
the reflection on BC was
abhorrent. When someone
asks Coulter how her speech
at BC went, maybe she will tell
them, “The students that disagreed with me didn’t listen
and then gave me the finger.”

ADMINISTRATION
continued from page 9

disturbing. If the agency needs
anything, it is honest analysis,
not politicized data. Perhaps we
were all naïve to think otherwise; this is the administration
whose attorney general proclaimed before Congress that
those who question or challenge
the Patriot Act are actually aiding and abetting terrorists, and
whose president argued, “You’re
either with us or the terrorists.”
Some were optimistic about
Ashcroft’s abrupt resignation
and Bush’s appointment of a
Hispanic, Alberto Gonzales, to
take his place. Yet, John
Ashcroft’s replacement is only
more
digestible
to
the
American populace because he
has remained behind the
scenes. Mr. Gonzales has never
sang gospel songs at press conferences or, famously in the
weeks after the Sept. 11 attacks,
focused instead on purchasing
an $800 scarf to cover the bare
breast of the statue of “Justice”
in the Department’s building.
It was Gonzales, however, who
decided
that
the
Geneva
Convention did not apply to those
in Guantanamo Bay. It was this
man who wrote that the president,
through some sort of legal perversion, is actually able to order the
torture of prisoners, leading to the
atrocities at Abu Ghraib. He even
was a partner in the law firm that
represented Enron. Already on his
agenda is the passage of Patriot
Act II, which disturbingly contains
provisions to strip American citizens of their citizenship. Who
knows what else Mr. Gonzales has
planned for us.

What does this mean for the
world and for Americans at
home? With Powell absent from
the State Department and with
the hawkish Rice in his place,
the American government will
likely continue to embrace the
divisive policies of Ariel Sharon
and jeopardize any chances of a
solution
to
the
IsraeliPalestinian conflict. It also
makes it more likely that the
U.S. will give Israel a green light
to bomb Iran’s nuclear reactors
as it did to Iraq in 1981. The
Administration will continue to
oppose the ICC and the Kyoto
Treaty and show a general disregard to the concerns of its traditional allies.
With all opposition being
removed from the CIA in a
Stalin-like purge, we face a situation in which the agency will
produce “intelligence” to support whatever moves the president wishes to make, whether it
be against Syria, North Korea, or
another nation. At home we will
find a picture that is equally
bleak; a more regressive and
divisive tax system, more coddling to corporate interests, and
most worrisome, the continued
erosion of civil liberties.
Anti-Americanism and the
transatlantic rift will not diminish
anytime soon. Already Bush has
been greeted by large-scale
demonstrations during his trip to
Chile, forcing the Chilean government to cancel a banquet planned
for the President. Worse, since the
numbers spoke for themselves in
the recent elections, it is likely that
people and nations around the
world won’t just hate Bush and his
cronies; they will hate us too.

National
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Republicans must avoid overreaching on agenda, say analysts
BY

WILLIAM NEIKIRK

Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Moving
swiftly to consolidate their control over government in the wake
of their big election triumph,
President Bush and Republican
leaders in Congress are facing a
different kind of threat — themselves.
Political analysts warn that
overly aggressive efforts to push
a conservative agenda could
leave Bush and his allies vulnera-

ble to charges of political overreaching, and ultimately cause a
voter backlash.
So far, no such backlash is in
sight. But Bush and Republican
congressional leaders have wasted no time since the Nov. 2 election to tighten control and lessen
dissent in the party ranks as they
maneuvered to press the president’s agenda, leaving some GOP
moderates chafing over how they
were treated.
Republican consultant Whit
Ayres said Bush has a “significant

mandate.” However, he added,
“obviously everyone involved
needs to use good judgment and
reflect on how their actions will
be perceived by the electorate.”
Democrats are hoping that
Bush
and
congressional
Republicans overplay their hand
so the Democrats will have a better chance of making a comeback in the 2006 and 2008 elections. Already Democrats are
saying that Republicans are
stressing an ideological rather
than
a
middle-of-the-road

approach to governing.
“If you don’t think you are
going to be accountable and
there are no consequences for
what you do, it’ll lead to overreaching,” said Rep. Rahm
Emanuel, D-Ill. He said voters
“want Congress to be a watchdog, not a lapdog.”
Bush moved to strengthen his
control over the bureaucracy by
eliminating pockets of dissent at
the State Department and the
CIA, and by naming close political allies to key Cabinet agencies.

BY

FRANK JAMES

Knight Ridder Newspapers

JEFFREY PHELPS/KRT

Moeid Akbar, 11, purchases chocolate milk from a vending machine at Oak Creek West Middle School in
Oak Creek, Wisc.
milk machines, as some had done in the past.
The reauthorization of the federal Child
Nutrition Act, signed into law in June, includes a
similar provision.
Hansen said he plans to study Wisconsin’s law
to see how it’s working and whether it needs
improving.
Hansen’s original bill required schools with
soft-drink contracts to offer milk “whenever and
wherever the soft drinks are available to pupils.”
The language was watered down before it
passed to say that schools should try “to the
maximum extent possible” to make milk available to students. Hansen called the current version a compromise.
“I think it’s important,” he said. “It’s time to
follow up and re-evaluate it.”
Fast food restaurants are also introducing repackaged milk. Both McDonald’s and Wendy’s
introduced the newly designed white and
chocolate milks last summer, and have since
reported record sales of milk.
— Raquel Rutledge/KRT

Independent vote count confirms a
Bush landslide in northern Florida
BY MEG LAUGHLIN
AND DAVID KIDWELL

Knight Ridder Newspapers

LAKE BUTLER, Fla. — Since
George W. Bush captured
Florida and the White House
again, critics have fixed their
sights on northern pockets of
the Sunshine State and asked:
How did the Republicans win so
heavily in counties stocked
with Democrats?
Some wondered whether
Florida’s tally was corrupt, with
one Internet site writing:
“George W. Bush’s vote tallies,

see MANDATE, page 12

Flu crisis reveals gaps in
bioterrorism readiness

Milk is for the cool kids too

Milk is making significant market gains in
schools, where children are increasingly grabbing 16-ounce “Grip it, Sip it” milks from vending machines, said James Robson, spokesman
for the Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board.
Wisconsin leads the nation in number of
schools with milk vending machines, Robson
said. About 365 schools now offer milk from
machines. That’s up 50 percent from two years
ago. And the number is expected to grow.
Don Kreuser, principal of Oak Creek West
Middle School, had a milk vending machine
installed in his school last year.
“I was alarmed at the amount of soft drinks
kids were drinking,” he said. “They were bringing it in the morning and drinking it at lunch.”
Many kids now opt for milk, he said. “It’s a
popular choice.”
State Sen. Dave Hansen, D-Green Bay, takes
some credit for getting milk vending machines
in the schools. He co-sponsored legislation in
2002 that prohibits soft-drink companies with
exclusive school contracts from disallowing

He claimed a mandate and said
he intends to go ahead with controversial initiatives such as partially privatizing Social Security
and overhauling the tax system.
Presidents who win a second
term often get into political trouble by simply going too far.
Political analysts cited several
examples, including Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s efforts to pack the
Supreme Court, Ronald Reagan’s
entanglement in the Iran-Contra

especially in the key state of
Florida, are so statistically stunning that they border on the
unbelievable.”
Last week, The Miami Herald
went to see for itself whether
Bush’s steamroll through North
Florida was legitimate. Picking
three counties that fit the conspiracy theory profile —
staunchly Democratic by registration, whoppingly GOP by
voting — two reporters counted
more than 17,000 ballots over
three days.
The conclusion: No conspiracy.

The newspaper’s count of
optical scan ballots in Suwannee,
Lafayette and Union counties
showed Bush whipping Sen.
John Kerry in a swath of Florida
where registered Democrats outnumber Republicans 3-1.
The newspaper found minor
differences with the official
results in each county, most
involving a smattering of ballots that had been discarded as
unreadable by optical scan
machines but in which
reporters felt the voter intent
see FLORIDA, page 12

WASHINGTON — Problems
producing flu vaccines that
raised the specter of a health crisis have highlighted the difficulties facing the U.S. government
as it tries to counter terrorists
who would attack America with
bioweapons.
If terrorists were to strike with
deadly biowar agents such as
anthrax or plague bacteria,
experts fear the nation would be
hugely vulnerable, despite the
billions of dollars already spent
to increase national readiness
after the Sept. 11 hijacking
attacks and subsequent anthraxlaced letters in 2001.
The U.S. is substantially ahead
of where it was three years ago,
when the nation was mostly
unprepared for such attacks,
experts say. But further progress
is urgently needed, they say, as
terrorists such as al Qaeda are
known to be interested in using
bioweapons.
“I do think a lot has been
accomplished
considering
where we were a couple of years
ago but there’s still a long, long
way to go,” said Dr. Charles
Bailey, executive director of the
National Center for Biodefense
at George Mason University in
Fairfax, Va.
The gaps are worrisome to
experts like Bailey, former commander of the U.S. Army Medical
Research Institute of Infectious
Diseases at Fort Detrick, Md.,
one of the nation’s few facilities
equipped to study the deadliest
microbes.
As proved by the unsolved
2001 anthrax attacks, in which
envelopes containing weaponsgrade spores were sent through
the mail and killed five people,
even crude bioterrorism attacks
can be effective.
“It’s not rocket science to generate these agents and disseminate them,” Bailey said. “Some of
these terrorist groups are
believed to be capable of doing
that. I’m very concerned about it.
“As the biological sciences
keep progressing in its technology and know-how, it’s going to
become even easier for lessertrained individuals,” he added.
Not surprisingly, much of the
progress since Sept. 11, 2001, has
been to solve the easiest-to-tackle problems.
For instance, the nation’s public health network had long been
neglected, treated by politicians
and the medical community as
an unglamorous backwater.
Many state and municipal offices
lacked adequate computer and

communications technologies.
“We had health departments
with rotary phones and without
beepers,” said Dr. Georges
Benjamin, executive director of
the American Public Health
Association, which advocates
providing more resources for the
nation’s public health system.
Benjamin recalled that when
the anthrax attacks occurred and
he was Maryland’s top health
officer, “our capacity to pull all
the state health officials in the
country on the phone at one
time was zero. We didn’t even
have the numbers.” That has
been fixed as public health officials reached out to one another.
Considered just as important
is a changed mindset among
public health workers.
“Our index of suspicion is
much higher,” Benjamin said.
“We’re more likely to think something might be intentional where
we would’ve never thought it was
intentional before.”
For instance, if doctors saw
several patients come into a hospital emergency room with flulike symptoms outside the flu
season “we’re more likely to think
that’s intentional and rule that
out first,” he said.
But more difficult problems
persist. There is still a relative
lack of vaccines to prevent outbreaks caused by microbes that
experts worry most about and
drugs to treat those infected.
There is no effective vaccine for
some pathogens, for instance.
It is a problem likely to take
years to fix due to lengthy lead
times necessary to develop effective vaccines and treatments. But
the pharmaceutical industry has
also not rushed to make the
needed products because it is
not clear that companies could
recuperate their costs and make
a profit, experts said.
Those difficulties were recently underscored with the shortage
of influenza vaccine for this flu
season, which led to long lines of
people hoping to get the scarce
shots
and
congressional
inquiries. Earlier this year,
President
Bush
enacted
Bioshield legislation, aimed at
providing billions of dollars in
incentives for drug companies to
develop products that could protect Americans against bioterrorism attacks.
But a recent survey of experts
in the field found the government’s efforts will not “produce
the countermeasures the nation
needs for a truly effective biodefense.”
The review was conducted by
see FLU, page 12
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Expert says that all presidents have
tendency to ‘overreach’ their mandate
MANDATE
continued from page 11

affair and Richard Nixon’s Watergate
coverup.
Congress will take on a decidedly
more conservative cast next year, particularly in the Senate, where the GOP
expanded its majority. Hard-line conservatives are among them. Sen.-elect Jim
DeMint of South Carolina favors abolishing the income tax. Sen.-elect Tom
Coburn of Oklahoma favors the death
penalty for doctors who perform abortions.
Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, RTenn., served notice he wants to change
filibuster rules so Democrats would have
a harder time blocking confirmation of
conservative judges. He also secured
power to fill key vacancies on major
committees.
Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., was threatened with losing his chance to become
chairman of the Judiciary Committee
after saying that anti-abortion judges
would have a difficult time getting confirmation. Specter survived, but not
without complaints from many conservatives, and the senator is reported to
have backed away from his initial statement that got him in trouble with conservatives, and one conservative activist,
James Dobson, said Specter “will assume
his new position on a very short leash.”
In the House, where Republicans also
increased their majority, the GOP
changed their rules so Majority Leader
Tom DeLay, R-Texas, could keep his
leadership post even if he is indicted as
part of an investigation into alleged
campaign finance violations that helped
Republicans win legislative races in his
home state.
Rep. Christopher Shays, R-Conn., a
moderate, voted against the rule change
involving DeLay but said later that he
did so with some fear of political retribution. Democrats had a field day criticizing the Republican leadership for shielding DeLay.

Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, DCalif., called DeLay “not only unethical
but delusional.” He responded by saying
Pelosi had broken campaign finance
laws.
Another sign of possible overreaching
came when the House approved a huge
spending bill containing a provision that
would enable key members of Congress
to look at individual income tax returns.
That caused such a flap that Republican
leaders in both houses immediately disavowed it and pledged to remove it.
These incidents underscore the
potential pitfalls of seeming to overreach because they can give the opposition ammunition in the next election.
Also, the opposition party has a tendency to gain seats during mid-term elections of a president’s second four years
in office.
Democratic political consultant Jim
Duffy said that “when you have complete control, there is a certain arrogance and entitlement that develop. I
think they need to be very careful.”
He added that Democrats “got completely arrogant” when they controlled
the government for years. There were
nearly unbroken Democratic majorities
in Congress for 40 years, until 1995.
Duffy said that if Bush succeeds in
putting justices on the Supreme Court
who vote to overturn Roe v. Wade, the
decision that legalized abortion nationwide, “I think it would create a huge
backlash.”
Brent Blackwelder, president of
Friends of the Earth, an environmental
group, said he fears that Bush will adopt
regulations that weaken the Clear Air Act
and the Clean Water Act. The environment wasn’t a big issue in the campaign,
he said, and Bush easily could cause a
backlash by easing environmental rules.
Nonetheless, conservatives believe
they won a clear mandate in the election
and that the next two years will provide a
unique opportunity to move their agenda ahead.
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U.S. unprepared to deal with bioterror
FLU
continued from page 12

researchers at Sarnoff Corp., a technology
and consulting company based in
Princeton, N.J., and at the Center for
Biosecurity of the University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center.
A related problem is the lack of a way to
quickly diagnose people infected with the
most serious pathogens. “For any of the
category A agents (such as anthrax) we
currently don’t have any rapid clinical
diagnostic test,” said Michael Mair, a senior research analyst with the Center for
Biosecurity.
“That makes it difficult in the event of
an outbreak to identify people who’ve
been exposed who might get sick,” he
said. “Especially if we have a shortage of
countermeasures, it’s hard to know how
best to use those because we can’t tell
quickly who’s been exposed and who hasn’t, who’s sick and who isn’t.”
Despite preparedness efforts, he said
that a major bioterrorism attack infecting

hundreds or thousands would quickly
overwhelm health-care providers in most
regions.
“We still lack the surge capacity to deal
with large numbers of patients,” Mair
said.
Hospitals do not have the spare beds
and are unlikely to get them at a time
when the federal government and insurance companies are squeezing healthcare institutions to keep their costs down,
he said.
While homeland security dollars have
flowed to assist state and local readiness,
momentum has been slowed by those
same governments, which in some
instances laid off public health workers as
part of budget-cutting measures.
But as a longtime emergency room
physician, Benjamin takes a philosophical
view: “You’re always trying to catch up in
these things. The goal is to try to shorten
your response time for unanticipated
events and try to mitigate some of the bad
things that can happen. That’s the drill.”

In surprising turn, Democratic north
Florida votes overwhelmingly for Bush
FLORIDA
continued from page 11

was clear.
Under the optical scan system, voters
fill in an oval or darken an arrow by a candidate’s name on a card. A machine reads
the card optically.
Wrinkles aside, the Herald count confirmed that Bush’s message sold in a part
of the state where many voters may be
Democratic by registration only.
“They’re not going to vote for a
Northeast liberal,” summarized Lafayette
County Judge Harlow Land, director of
the county canvassing board.
Kerry had solidly won the battle in
South Florida, where touch-screen
machines do not create a ballot paper
trail that can be checked. But Bush won
the war in Florida by dominating elsewhere, particularly in the 52 counties that
use optical scan ballots, which can be
checked for accuracy.
Republicans had often done fairly well
in those counties, but this year more so.
And it was on those counties that the
critics focused. Democrats outnumber
Republicans by about 340,000 voters in
the 52 optical scan counties, but Bush
took them by about 340,000 votes — a
680,000-vote swing that assured him of
winning the White House.
The Herald focused on three counties
that represented some of the more severe
disparities between registrations and
votes, beginning last Monday morning in
Union County, where more than 75 percent of the registered voters are
Democrats.
Election clerk Mary Francis Williams
flipped ballots in the courtroom in Lake
Butler, as reporters marked lines on pads
— counting votes for Bush, votes for
Kerry and the rare votes for a third-party
candidate.
As the counting went on, the daily hubbub of life breezed through. One worker’s
husband dropped by to say he was taking
a truckload of cucumbers and collards to
Jacksonville. A neighbor stopped in to tell
friends about the lot size for her doublewide.
Union County Judge Dave Reimer
popped in, too, saying: “People here traditionally register as Democrats to vote in
local primaries, but they’re very conservative. When I came here in 1983, there
were only 54 registered Republicans in
the whole county.”
Election Supervisor Babs Montpetit
was a little more direct. “People here are
mostly fundamentalist Christians who
work in the prisons,” she said. “Do you
think they’re going to vote for the liberal
senator from Massachusetts?”
The Herald total: 3,393 votes for Bush
and 1,272 for Kerry. There were 15 votes
that couldn’t clearly be counted.
The official Union County total: 3,396
votes for Bush, 1,251 for Kerry and a few
dozen that couldn’t be counted.
“The difference is in the under-over
votes,” Montpetit explained. The Herald
concluded voter intent in a couple of
dozen cases that optical scan readers
could not discern.

The next stop was west a bit, past cattle
and tall pines to neighboring Suwannee
County. Election Supervisor Glenda
Williams greeted reporters at the election
office in Live Oak: “Most people in this
county are against abortion and gay marriage. So, they voted for Bush.”
Did it matter that Dick Cheney, Bush’s
vice president, said that same-sex marriage should be left to states to decide, a
position that differs from Bush’s? “We
don’t think that deep,” she replied.
Williams had just put together a packet
to mail to BlackBoxVoting.Org, an
Internet group that has questioned the
outcome of the Florida election.
“BlackBox wants office memos,” Williams
said. “But we just talk to each other.”
Williams displayed the voting tabulation machines and demonstrated how
the ballots are fed in by voters. She printed out a tape that looked like a cash register receipt to show the early vote results.
It matched The Herald’s count.
Halfway through Tuesday, Williams
took a break so she could pick up Sassy at
the dog groomer and buy a pecan pie
from Cracker Barrel.
The head of the Suwannee County
Chamber of Commerce, Dennis Cason,
put in his two cents during the respite. “A
lot of Christians here — independent,
fundamentalist Baptists — think that God
interceded for Bush,” he said.
The Herald counted almost 60 percent
of the votes in Suwannee County, where
nearly 64 percent of the voters are registered Democrats.
The newspaper’s total from those
precincts: 6,140 votes for Bush and 2,984
for Kerry, which nearly matched the
county’s official tally.
Next stop: Mayo in Lafayette County
(pronounced “Luh-FAY-it”), where 83
percent of the voters are registered
Democrats.
Along the way were neighborhoods
called “The Christian Village,” and a
warehouse called “The Christian Outlet.”
One billboard said: “There is life before
birth.”
“This can’t be deja vu, like four years
ago,” county Election Supervisor Lana
Morgan said at the courthouse, where the
ballots awaited.
Four years ago, the Florida vote was so
tight, and so flawed, that The Herald
counted every questionable ballot. This
time, the results weren’t as close, but the
questions remained. Reporters told
Morgan the newspaper had come back to
hand-count presidential votes to end the
speculation.
“Good,” she said. “You don’t know how
frustrating it is to convince people who
are set on believing something — even if
it’s not true.”
Lafayette County Judge Land paid a
visit during the count. Bush made “an
honest mistake” when he said there were
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, the
judge said, and voters looked past that
error to other issues.
The reporters’ total: 2,452 votes for
Bush and 848 for Kerry, with 20 that
couldn’t be clearly counted.
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Raid on Baghdad mosque uncovers suicide car workshop
BY

OMAR JASSIM

Knight Ridder Newspapers

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A mosque raided by
security forces in southern Baghdad contained a workshop to rig suicide car
bombs, with seven vehicles ready for terror attacks, an Iraqi Defense Ministry official said yesterday.
Car bombings and remote-controlled
roadside blasts have become routine in
the Iraqi capital in recent weeks, including
a blast yesterday that wounded two U.S.
soldiers.
National Guard forces raided the Sunni
Muslim Al-Yassen Mosque in the southern
Baghdad area of Abu Dshir on Saturday,
said Gen. Saleh Sarhan of the Defense
Ministry. In addition to seven cars prerigged with explosives, the guardsmen
found 30 rocket-propelled grenades, highpowered rifles, mortars and remote control detonators, Sarhan said.
“The National Guard arrested the imam
[religious leader] of the mosque,” Sarhan

said, and detained an additional 18 people
suspected of involvement in the car
bombings.
Anti-U.S. insurgents used some 60
mosques in the city of Fallujah, west of
Baghdad, to stockpile weapons and provide cover during a U.S.-led offensive
against the city earlier this month, the
U.S. military says. One of the mosques was
described as a general arms depot capable
of equipping insurgents across much of
Iraq.
Both Sunni and Shiite Muslim clerics
are deeply opposed to the U.S.-led occupation of Iraq, and many Sunni clerics
also reject elections scheduled for Jan. 30.
In Samarra, 60 miles north of Baghdad,
a car bomb killed six people.
Another car bomb exploded on a perilous road leading to Baghdad’s airport,
wounding two U.S. soldiers and damaging
a military vehicle, a military statement
said. There were no civilian casualties.
A blast on the same stretch of road
Saturday damaged two armored military

buses but caused no casualties.
Elsewhere, insurgents lobbed mortars
near a police station in Baqouba, a city 35
miles northeast of Baghdad, police said.
Two officers and a woman were injured.
Iraqi and U.S. forces around the northern city of Mosul arrested 43 suspected
rebels, a U.S. military spokesman said. As
U.S.-led forces attacked Fallujah earlier
this month, insurgents in Mosul rose up in
a bloody campaign against civilians.
Security forces found 17 bodies around
the city on Friday, and 15 on Thursday,
Army Lt. Col. Paul Hastings said.
Among those arrested in recent days are
a number of Islamic jihadists, or fighters,
from outside of Iraq. Sarhan said police
over the weekend captured a Saudi citizen, Faisal Ganem, carrying two grenades
and a map of Fallujah.
Last week, Basra police arrested two
Saudis, two Tunisians, a Sudanese and a
Libyan who allegedly arrived in the city
from Fallujah to carry out a bombing campaign.

Sudan gov’t bombs town after anti-Arab riot
BY SUDARSAN

RAGHAVAN

Knight Ridder Newspapers

TAWILLA, Sudan — Under a
periwinkle blue sky, Hawa
Thom glared yesterday at evidence that shattered Sudan’s
claim that it doesn’t bomb its
own civilians in the ongoing
crisis in Darfur.
In a flame-swept compound
covered with blackened straw,
a 5-foot-wide crater, mangled
shrapnel the size of a plate,
smashed pottery and roasted
bed frames were the residue of
a government bombing attack.
Thom’s circular mud-brick
hut, where she lived with her
nine children, was a charred
carcass, its thatched roof
burned away, just like three
others nearby.
“That’s fate,” mumbled the
thin, weathered Thom, 40, in a
dazed, hopeless voice.
The government bombed
this strategic town last
Monday in response to a rebel
attack earlier that morning.
Tens of thousands, including
more than 50 humanitarian
aid workers, fled, bringing
tales of an aerial attack and
gunfights that fractured a
cease-fire less than two weeks
old.
The bombing was the latest
incident — sparked by an
unprecedented uprising by
local black African merchants
against pro-government Arab
militias called the Janjaweed
— that underscores the ten-
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A little girl stands outside of her family’s refugee shelter near the town of Tawilla, in northern Darfur, Sudan, on
Saturday. Almost all of the residents of Tawilla fled their homes after fighting between government soldiers and
rebel fighters flared during the week.
sions between Sudan’s Arabdominated government and its
black majority.
The conflict began last year,
when black African rebels
launched an insurgency saying
they faced discrimination. The
government
recruited
the
Janjaweed and backed them with
Soviet-made bombers and heli-

copter gun ships. The violence
has taken an estimated 70,000
lives and uprooted 1.6 million.
Senior Sudanese officials
denied any bombing raid on
Tawilla, as they have done
numerous times in other areas of
Darfur Province, the center of the
revolt. They have also restricted
journalists from traveling to sites

of clashes.
Local authorities repeatedly
denied access to journalists
wishing to travel to Tawilla, citing
security concerns.
On Saturday, journalists from
two U.S. news organizations
accompanied an African Union
see SUDAN, page 15

U.S. use of ‘pepper’ bullets at border alarms Mexican migrants
BY

HUGH DELLIOS

Knight Ridder Newspapers

CIUDAD DEL CARMEN, Mexico — In a
casual conversation on the wharf, the ice
cream vendor and the underwater welder
began talking about unemployment,
which led to talk about sneaking into the
United States, which led to a new twist in
the average Mexican’s opinion of his
neighbor to the north.
“Watch out, or they will shoot you with
rubber bullets,” the vendor said with a
smile.
Over the last year, an emotional debate
has been playing out in Mexico’s
Congress, media and streets over the U.S.
Border Patrol’s occasional use of riflefired, non-lethal projectiles to subdue
unruly illegal immigrants trying to cross
the border.

In congressional hearings and dramatic
newspaper headlines, critics have conjured images of lopsided clashes between
Israelis and Palestinians in the West Bank,
where Israeli soldiers fire rubber-coated
bullets at Arab youths armed with rocks.
The critics included George Prescott
Bush, President Bush’s nephew and son of
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, who touched down
in Mexico looking to round up expatriate
votes for his uncle before the November
election, and proceeded to criticize the
Border Patrol.
“If there has been American approval
for this policy, that is reprehensible,” the
younger Bush said at a news conference in
Mexico City, blaming the practice on
“some local INS guy who’s trying to be
tough, act macho.”
Trouble is, the so-called “rubber bullets” aren’t rubber bullets like the ones

used in the Middle East; they are softer
pellets that emit a pepper powder intended to temporarily immobilize someone,
like tear gas. They are something like the
“paint balls” that fun-seekers shoot at
each other with air guns at ranges
throughout the United States.
And the pepper pellets’ use is, in fact,
an official U.S. practice. It is part of an
understanding with the Mexican government over how to control violence at the
border, and has been tested out in Arizona
and California over the last several years.
During a meeting of the U.S.-Mexico
Binational Commission in November, U.S.
Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge
became the latest American official to
defend how the Border Patrol uses the
pepper pellets: as a defensive tool only
see BULLETS, page 15

Mosul troops
try not to
anger residents
BY

KIRSTEN SCHARNBERG

Knight Ridder Newspapers

MOSUL, Iraq — Soldiers joke
that the Iraqis see Capt. Bill
Jacobson as something of a
deity, an omniscient authority in
desert fatigues who sits high
above them judging whether
they have sinned.
The scene in a poor, insurgent-plagued neighborhood of
Mosul on Saturday night only
added to that perception.
Soldiers had rounded up more
than 100 military-age men, and
Jacobson stood atop an armored
vehicle as the Iraqis were
brought, one by one, to stand
before him.
“Let that man go!” Jacobson
would yell, with a dismissive
wave, at the majority of the terrified men.
But for a select few, the lanky
31-year-old officer issued a less
benevolent directive: “Detain
that man. Cuff him.”
The Iraqi men, some standing
in their socks because their sandals had been lost when U.S. soldiers yanked them off the surrounding streets and into the
lineup, were wide-eyed as they
stared up at Jacobson when their
turn for judgment came. What
they did not know was that
inside the vehicle, via a live video
feed, a local informant was identifying those believed to be connected to the city’s growing
insurgency. Jacobson was issuing his seemingly arbitrary verdicts after getting instructions
through an earpiece tucked
under his helmet.
Things are not always as they
appear in Mosul. For example,
although U.S. soldiers are getting shot at far less frequently
than they were a few weeks ago,
the city’s insurgency is rapidly
gathering strength, resolve and
traction.
With such regularity that
troops have begun to joke that
they are in the mortuary business as much as the soldiering
business, the bodies of Iraqis
killed by insurgents are found
scattered throughout Mosul,
sometimes with notes pinned to
them saying that anyone seen
working with the Americans or
the new Iraqi government will
share the same fate. The most
recent count, including the bodies of four more men discovered
Sunday morning, is nearly 70
victims in just over a week.
The murders are meant to
intimidate the local populace —
and they seem to have done that
well. But in recent days, as the
insurgents leave the sometimesmutilated corpses in more and
more public places, military
commanders are starting to
think the insurgents have miscalculated and gone too far.
They say they believe Mosul’s
residents increasingly think they
should turn against the insurgents, who in many cases may
be their neighbors.
“We know a lot of people in
Mosul don’t like us and are much
closer philosophically to the
insurgents than to us,” said Lt.
Col. Erik Kurilla, whose troops
from the Army’s 1st Battalion,
see MOSUL, page 14

14

THE TUFTS DAILY

INTERNATIONAL

Monday, November 29, 2004

U.S. troops root out insurgents with
help of townspeople, but fear still rules
MOSUL
continued from page 13

24th Infantry Regiment occupy much of the
city. “But we think that the killing has
reached such a level that the majority of
people are turning more in our direction.
Where they once saw the mujahedeen as
underdogs fighting the great Satan of
America, now they see them as terrorists
who must be stopped from destroying their
city and nation and from killing their own.”
Since the mass killings began a couple of
weeks ago in Mosul, townspeople have been
reluctant to identify the insurgents to U.S.
forces. But Kurilla says that “the number of
people coming forward with information in
the past few days has been phenomenal.”
Neighborhood lineups and overnight
raids have followed, and more than two
dozen suspected insurgents have been
detained over the past several days. Still,
the military’s new crop of informants is
only so willing to go public with the kind of
information that could put them or their
families at risk. Often they go to extraordinary lengths to keep their assistance to the
troops anonymous.
Saturday night’s informant agreed to take
part in the lineup only if he never had to
leave the shadowy belly of the armored
vehicle. On a raid last week, another local
informant wore a black ski mask that covered his face and asked to be addressed only
as George Bush. He laughed uproariously
when he heard that an informant several
days earlier used the alias John Kerry.
For all the precautions required when
dealing with these often-skittish sources,
at least some of their information has
proved useful to U.S. military officials. One
of the men identified during the lineup
Saturday night was hostile as he was
tapped for detention, and before he could
be cuffed he attempted to wad up and toss
a number of papers from his pocket.
The papers, handwritten in Arabic, were
translated by Army interpreters. They
included instructions for making explosives, suggestions for how to raise money

to continue the fight against the United
States, admonitions not to use rocket-propelled grenades against armored vehicles
because they had proved ineffective and
directives to follow the order of any imam
who called for a full-scale jihad against the
U.S. occupation. The soldiers searched the
detainee’s nearby home and found pipes
they believe had been cut to make bombs
and a large sum of Iraqi dinars.
However, lineups like the one Saturday
also serve to infuriate much of the population the military is hoping to mine for
information. Of the nearly 115 men who
waited in that long column in the cold
night, fewer than 10 were detained. Almost
30 of the men in line had been pulled, at
gunpoint, from a nearby social club where
they had been playing cards, drinking coffee and smoking cigarettes.
“This is the big casting of the net to separate the grouper from the big fish,” Kurilla
acknowledged Saturday evening as he
oversaw the operation from a nearby
rooftop, under a full moon.
As imperfect as the system may be, military officials have been unwilling to turn
over such operations entirely to Iraqi forces,
who often accompany the U.S. soldiers on
the raids. During a raid Friday night, an Iraqi
National Guard soldier began kicking and
punching a man about to be detained until
U.S. soldiers pulled him back.
The Americans, too, can be rough. On
Saturday night they taped one man’s mouth
shut when he refused to quit arguing his
case. The man, whose face was covered with
a plastic sandbag, soon began to gag and
struggle for air. He appeared near collapse
when the soldiers removed the tape.
The fine line between stopping insurgents and unfairly punishing innocents is
not lost on Jacobson, the young officer
who was issuing the rulings of whether
men should be detained or let go Saturday.
A devout Mormon who quietly prays
before each meal in the mess hall, he worried later about the money he had confiscated from one detainee’s home.
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Hawa Thom, 40, stands near the remains of one of her family’s homes in Tawilla, Sudan, yesterday. The house was destroyed by a bomb
dropped from a government plane earlier in the week.

Town of Tawilla takes brunt of government’s bombing
SUDAN
continued from page 13

investigation team to Tawilla for a twoday visit. They entered a town battered by
bombs and bullets and deeply scarred by
months under siege.
Homes were abandoned. The market,
usually buzzing with hawkers, was quiet
expect for a few traders and men coming
to see if it was safe for their families to
return. Streets were empty and eerily
silent. Women and children were scarce.
“Tawilla was full of people in the past,”
said Mariam Adam, 35. “Most have scattered into the hills. I only came back to see
if any food was left in my house. But it’s
been taken. Now I’m headed back to my
hiding place.
“Nobody spends the night in Tawilla,”
she added.
Nestled along the main highway that
supplies government troops in western
Sudan, near the heartland of the
Janjaweed, Tawilla has felt the full brunt
of the conflict. In February and March,
Janjaweed militias attacked — burning,
looting, and raping hundreds of women.
Since then, the town has been a hotbed
of tension. The Janjaweed would routinely descend from nearby villages to loot at
night, while police sent to protect Tawilla
would look the other way, or even loot
themselves, according to townspeople.
Then a sense of normalcy began to
reappear. Arabs from nearby villages
would come to trade on market days,
every Saturday and Tuesday, and would

pay for goods.
That changed two weeks ago. On
Saturday, Nov. 13, a gang of Janjaweed
looted some merchants at gunpoint in the
market, said townspeople.
The following Tuesday, a group of
Arabs, including women, came for cloth
at the market but refused to pay, according to witnesses. That’s when the merchants — and scores more in the market
— turned on the Arabs. They picked up
stones and clubs and attacked the group,
leaving three men and a woman dead,
said witnesses.
It’s not clear why the Arabs refused to
pay. Nor is it clear if they were Janjaweed,
or whether the rebels took part in the
killings.
But for the people of Tawilla the murders felt justified — the first time they had
ever taken revenge on the Janjaweed.
“All of us participated,” said Ibrahim
Ahmed, 32, looking around at a group of
men in a coffee stall. “I was happy.
“What the Janjaweed did to the people
of Tawilla was more painful than what we
did to them.”
The Janjaweed militias came back that
night, looting and shooting, injuring an
old woman and a little boy, continuing the
cycle of revenge, said townspeople.
Last Monday, it was the rebels’ turn.
Shortly after the Muslim dawn prayers,
gunfire erupted. Like thousands of others,
Thom fled her house with her children,
taking only a blanket and an empty sack
for her children to lie on. She left behind

her most valuable possessions — a bed,
some tobacco, pots and clothes.
She took refuge in a field as the gunfights flared throughout the morning.
In the mid-afternoon, Thom and other
witnesses said, they saw a white plane circle in the sky, then drop its load.
“It was a terrible noise,” recalled Thom.
“Then there was red dust. One of the
houses was burning.” Fortunately,
because so many people had already fled,
there were no casualties from the bombing.
About half mile east of Tawilla, a Knight
Ridder reporter and photographer found
four more craters, smaller than the one at
Thom’s compound. There were small
pieces of shrapnel in three of the craters.
Near one crater, the wall of a dike was
chipped away, as if struck by a heavy
object.
Fati Elrahman, a Sudanese government
liaison to the African Union, who also visited Thom’s compound, declined comment on the bombing.
Thom gained the courage to leave her
hiding place in the dry riverbed called a
wadi and return Friday to her bombed
house. She was hoping to find some of her
valuables. But there was nothing, she said.
“Everything was burned,” she lamented. “It’s fate. So I went back to the wadi.”
By Tuesday evening, the government
had retaken control of Tawilla. Sunday,
heavily armed soldiers, perched atop a
hill, glare from behind sand bunkers, staring at an empty, bombed town.

Mexicans upset gov’t approved use of pepper bullets
MEXICO
continued from page 13

when people violently resist arrest along
the border.
U.S. and Mexican officials say the pellets are never used just to prevent immigrants from crossing the Rio Grande or
digging under a fence. They say the pellets are deployed only where large
groups become violent and threaten
Border Patrol agents, citing cases of
near-riots.
Usually, Border Patrol spokesmen say,
it is human traffickers, not the immigrants, who turn violent when faced
with arrest. They insist the pellets actually prevent greater injury or death,
because they keep the agents from
using even tougher means.
“I want to assure you that it is used only
in specific circumstances,” Ridge said. “Its
standards of use are known very well by
the people of the Border Patrol.”
Mexican Foreign Minister Luis
Ernesto Derbez, called before one congressional committee after another in
recent months, has used the same justifications. He said the Mexican government agreed to the practice in 2001.

U.S. officials say the projectiles were
fired about 80 times in a year running
from 2002 to 2003, the last year they
counted, with no deaths or severe
injuries reported.

The critics express shock and dismay that any government would
sign off on a practice that allows
foreign agents to shoot projectiles
at its people.
“Let’s be very clear,” Derbez told the
Congress. “To reject the use of nonlethal weapons on the border would be
to promote the use of real bullets
against our citizens.”
The hardest questions have been
aimed less at the U.S. than at the
Mexican government. The critics
express shock and dismay that any government would sign off on a practice
that allows foreign agents to shoot projectiles at its people.

Yet U.S. officials chafe at what they
say are inaccuracies, especially the
repeated references to “rubber bullets.”
Normally, “rubber bullets” are actually
metal pellets sheathed in rubber, and
they can be fatal depending on where
they strike the body.
This month, yet another story in a
respected Mexico City newspaper
reported accurately on the pepper-pellet issue. But above the article was a
headline once again labeling them as
balas de goma, or rubber bullets.
The difference apparently has not
reached down to the workers on the
docks in Ciudad del Carmen, where vessels depart to service oil platforms in
the Gulf of Mexico. Nor, probably, is it a
nuance recognized elsewhere by unemployed Mexicans or adventure-seeking
youths contemplating a risky trip over
the border.
The practice may soon change.
Taking heat, Mexican officials asked
their U.S. counterparts at this month’s
meeting to search for a less controversial but equally non-lethal method to
deter unruly immigrants. They said the
Bush administration agreed.
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COMICS

DOONESBURY

BY

FOX TROT

GARRY TRUDEAU

BY

DILBERT

BILL AMEND

BY SCOTT

ADAMS

BY

WILEY

NON SEQUITUR

HOROSCOPES
Today’s Birthday (Nov. 29) — It’s important for you to find the facts, but be careful what you say. Don’t just blab
everything you learn. Win by timing your revelations. Consider who, what, when, where and why.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is a 7 — Don’t make
a big fuss about a difficult situation at home. Stick
to the rules the family has set, and everything
works out fine.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is a 7 — You’re in the
mood to study, and you’re learning rapidly.
Continue toward mastery with concentration
and practice.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — Today is a 7 — The workload is heavy, the pace is quick, but it ought to
also be fun. Make sure you’re being paid well for
your efforts, then show you know your stuff.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today is an 8 — It’s easier to
connect now with the things closest to your heart.
Don’t be distracted by fancy talk. Trust the tried
and true.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is a 7 — It’s clean-up
time, in more ways than one. Don’t start any new
projects now. The more old stuff you get checked
off your lists, the more creative you will become.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is a 7 — Meetings
should go very well today. People are in the
mood to build structures that will last for years.
There may be a bit of disagreement on priorities,
but you can work that out.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is a 6 — More responsibility isn’t usually something that you seek.
You’d just as soon let somebody else make the
rules and enforce them. Do get involved just
enough to make sure they’re fair.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is an 8 — Expand
your area of influence, with a scouting mission
at first. Venture outside the boundaries you’ve
set to see what new dilemmas await.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is a 7 — All fantasy aside, how are you going to pay for these
innovations? Someone you know well and
respect can give you some helpful hints.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is a 6 — You’re
reminded of rules and regulations, with which
you have to comply. You know it’s good to have a
routine, but you prefer the ones you set. Be gracious and go along.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a 7 — You’re
under pressure, and that works well to focus
your attention. Use the routine you’ve already
learned, and maximize your output.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is an 8 — Others
admire your creativity and imagination. Add
stability and structure so they’ll take you seriously. Build something that will last for years,
and of which you can be proud.

AROUND CAMPUS
TODAY

TOMORROW

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
“There is a higher law than the law of government. That's the
law of conscience.”
— Stokely Carmichael
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Housing

Housing

Housing

Services

Wanted

Wanted

Large and Small Apartments
Available for June '05
Within walking distance of campus
and to T in Davis Square. Reasonable
Rent. Great Apartments. Call Day or
Nigt Frank or Lina 617-625-7530. Offcampus living is the best.

Houses for Rent
4, 5, 6 Large Bedroom Houses for
rent, available June 1st '05, very
close to school, washer and dryer,
some parking, ask for Danny @ 781
396 0303

Five to Six Bedroom Apartment
One 5 to 6 bedroom available. Onethird mile to school campus.
Recently redone. Beautiful neighborhood. call 617-448-6233 or 617527-5989

#1 Spring Break Website!
**#1 Spring Break Website! Lowest
prices guaranteed. Free Meals and
Free Drinks. Book 11 people, get 12th
trip free! Group discounts for 6+
www.SpringBreakDiscounts.com or
800-838-8202

Wanted-After School Babysitter
WANTED-AFTER
SCHOOL
BABYSITTER $10/hr., After 2:30 til
5:30 for ages 8 & 11. Let me know
what days you're available. You can
study while they do their homework. Call Chris 617-592-766

Off-Campus Apartment
3-4 Bedroom Apartment, 5 minutes from Tufts, Beautifully
Renovated, Front and back porch,
On and off street parking, Big
Kitchen with dining and living room,
Washer/Dryer,
$1800-2000
Available: At once - June 18th

Three Bedrooms
Three bedrooms. Three to choose
from. Extremely well located to
school. Look now while you still
have choice. Call 617-448-6233 or
617-527-5989

Spring Break
SPRING BREAK. Largest selection
of Destinations, including Cruises!
Foam Parties, Free Drinks, and VIP
Club Parties. Rep Positions and
FREE trips available. Epicurean
Tours 1-800-231-4-FUN Sign onto
our Website today, www.BREAKNOW.com
Egg Donors Needed
Help make a couple's dream of
becoming parents come true by
becoming an egg donor. Very generous compensation and expenses
paid. Ages 21-32. Non-smokers
only. For more information please
visit our website at www.robertnicholsesq.com or contact Christine
or Liz at 781-769-6900.

#1 Spring Break Vacations
Cancun,
Jamaica,
Acapulco,
Bahamas, Florida, & Costa Rica.
110% Best Prices! Book Now &
Get Free Parties & Meals! Group
Discounts. Campus Reps Wanted!
1-800-234-7007 endlesssummertours.com

One Bedroom
For one occupant. On the
Powderhouse rotary. Basement
apartment with free washer/dryer.
One off-street parking space. Only
$850.00 per month, untilities NOT
included, 1st month and security
deposit (1,700) required. Available
December 1, 2004. (617) 627-9441
Roommate Needed
Beautiful, spacious, 4 bedroom apartment needs one roommate. 1500
square ft., everything is new! large
living room, full kitchen w/dishwasher and disposal, new appliances, 1.5
bathrooms, bedroom fully furnished
w/ bed and matress all carpeted, one
parking space, washer and dryer in
basement. will email pictures upon
request. 4-minute walk to campus.
females only. Available Jan. 1, 2005.
Across From Professor's Row
3 roommates wanted for 6 bedrm, 2
bath apt. completely renovated.
Includes C.T. eat-in-kit; refrigerator;
dishwasher; washer and dryer in the
apt. Lg. living rm. Front and rear
porches; 4 car off st. parking. avail.
now or 12/1/04 or 1/1/05. $800/
bedrm and includes all utilities. 781249-1677.
SHOP EARLY
Two apartments available beginning
6/1/05. 3-4 Bedrooms with hardwood
floors, eat-in kitchens, modern baths,
front and rear porches and parking.
Just steps to school, off of Winthrop
Street. Call 781-283-0795

Apartment Available
Apartment available on Tufts
Campus. June 01, 2004 - 3, 4, & 5
Bdrms apts available (college Ave,
Teele Ave).
July 01, 2004 Beautiful 5 Bd, 2 bath. Sept 01,
2004 - 4 bd. Call RJ 617-320-2621
7 Bedroom House
7 bedroom house with 4 bedrooms
upstairs and 3 bedrooms downstairs. Two bathrooms and two
common rooms. Call 617-448-6233
or 617-527-5989
9-10 Bedroom House
9-10 bedroom house for rent. Five
to six bedrooms upstairs and four
bedrooms downstairs. Two common rooms and two bathrooms.
Call 617-448-6233 or 617-527-5989
FABULOUS
Five
Different
4
Bedroom
Apartments available for school
year 2005-2006. Be able to make
your choice by shopping early. Price
range $2200-$2400. Great areas
within easy walking distance to
school. Call 617-448-6233 or 617527-5989

5 Bedroom 39 Curtis Ave
1 Block away, large rooms, 3 car
driveway, Washer and Dryer.
Available June 1st. $3250, contact
ray @ testsolutions101@hotmail.com
3 Bedroom 39 Curtis Ave
1 Block away, large rooms, 1 car
driveway, Washer and Dryer,
recently renovated. Available June
1st, $1950. contact ray @testsolutions101@hotmail.com
Apartment and Rooms for Rent!
Apartments, Sublets and Room
Rentals. List and browse FREE!
Find an apartment, sublet, or room!
In all major cities or areas. Studio,
1, 2 bdrm $700-3000. www.sublet.com 1-877-FOR-RENT (3677386)

Services
Relationship Problems? Study
Problems? Depressed?
Relationship Problems? Study
Problems? Depressed? Dr. Richard
A. Goodman, "Newsweek" quoted
therapist and relationship specialist
has a few openings for students.
Complete confidentiality. Tufts
insurance accepted. Call (617) 7392650

Self-Storage
McCarthy Self-Service Storage at 22
Harvard St., Medford, Ma 02155.
781-396-7724. Space great for
between semester storage. $5 off
monthly rental of a 5X5 unit. Minutes
away
from
campus.
Visit
www.mccarthyselfstorage.com for
more info
Spring Break 2005
Travel with STS, America's #1
Student Tour operator, to Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, and
Florida. Now hiring on-campus
reps. Call for group discounts.
Information/Reservations 1-800648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.
Do you use Marijuana frequently?
Do you use marijuana frequently?
Researchers at McLean Hospital
are using MRI scanning to look at
the effects of marijuana. All information will be kept completely confidential. You may be eligible if you
are between the ages of 18 and 45,
have not had any head injuries, and
can be at McLean Hospital for 3-4
hours. You will be paid up to $125
for your time. If interested, please
call Ashley at 617-855-3631.

continued from page 20

The strong second team created a welcomed problem for
Morwick, who found herself constantly having to choose between
a wide range of strong runners to
form her top team. The Jumbos
took first place at both the
Connecticut College Invite and
the Twin Brook Invite.
Ades was the team’s top runner
for just about every race and was
the lone female Jumbo at
Nationals. Her 13th place performance at Regionals ensured
her a spot in the race at Eau
Claire, where she finished 118th.
Morgan, who transferred from
a strong cross country program at
the University of Colorado, and
O’Brien consistently dueled for
second and third for the Jumbos.
Morgan finished 19th at the
Regional meet while O’Brien led
the Jumbos at the McGill Invite
with a 13th place finish on the
4,000 meter course.
Beck, Shih, Walls, Sheedy, and
Crispin frequently fluctuated as
the fourth through seventh run-

ners. Beck (35th, 23:14) and
Crispin (51st, 23:38) both had
strong races at the Regional meet.
Sheedy (37th, 19:37) ran well at
the NESCAC Championships as
the Jumbos sixth runner while
Walls raced to a fourth place finish at the All New England
Championships in the sub-varsity race. Shih ran well for the
Jumbos at the McGill Invitational
(28th, 15:06) and the Jumbo
Invitational (17th, 24:05).

“

I don’t think we
expected to have such a
young team in our top
eight. It was great. It was
fantastic.

”

Senior Emily Pfeil

Tri-captain, Women’s cross country

The Jumbos constantly had
worried over whether their young
team would be able to handle the

pressure of important meets,
considering their inexperience.
“We just hadn’t been there
before. It was just a completely
new experience,” Shih said.
“This is their first collegiate
season,” Pfeil said. “You never
know how they are going to
adjust to collegiate training. They
adjusted very well. But we were
constantly unsure. You are just
never quite sure how things are
going to turn out.”
The Jumbos will now focus on
next season where, barring any
setbacks, they will return six of
their top seven, with their
replacement for Katie Sheedy
already running close to the top
seven. With such a strong team
returning and other NESCAC
teams graduating most of their
runners, the Jumbos should be
one of the strongest teams in
New England.
“Being seven points away from
qualifying for Nationals is leaps
and bounds closer than where we
were last year,” Pfeil said.
“Hopefully next year they’ll be
able to qualify.”

Jumbos lose some but still have a stocked shelf
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
continued from page 20

champions,’” Lacey said.
While that was one of Lacey’s
favorite memories of the season, McNamara remembered
the “Crazies,” about 30 fellow
Jumbos who didn’t run but
drove up to Maine and out to
Wisconsin, decked in body
paint, to support their teammates.
“They were awesome as
always,” Brigham said after
Nationals.
Brigham and McNamara,
along with Bromka, leave the
program after a stretch that
includes back-to-back Triple
Crowns, three team appearances at Nationals, and
Brigham’s 11th place finish
nationally his sophomore year.
“I came in freshman year
hoping to run varsity all four

years and run well at Nationals,”
McNamara said. “But I don’t
know if I ever thought we’d win
NESCACs or regionals because
Tufts had never won and other
teams like Bates and Williams
were so good. But after Nate’s
and my freshman year, and then
when guys like Lacey and [junior Kyle] Doran came in the next
year we thought maybe we had
a chance and we’ve just been
working really hard for two
years now at those goals and it
paid off.”
“We haven’t really been hit
hard by graduation in awhile,”
Lacey said. “It’s part of the whole
process. It will be hard to
replace the guys we’re losing.
They’ve been contributing for
four years now. But we’ve got to
bank on some people stepping
up big time.”
The Jumbos will return

Business Opportunity
All cash vending route for sale. 50
high traffic locations. $36,000
approximate annual income. Sell
for $5000. 1-800-568-1392 or
www.vendingthatworks.com

Roommate Wanted
Two really cool juniors--going to be
seniors-- looking for male or female
roommate next year. Spacious bedroom, bathroom, and perfect location-- 205 College Ave. Great Price.
Contact Jesse at 617-460-0009 or
jesse.gerner@tufts.edu

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with cash or check. All classifieds must
be submitted by 3 p.m. the day before publication. Classifieds may also be bought at the Information Booth at the Campus
Center. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds may not be submitted over the
phone. Notices and Lost & Founds are free and run on Tuesdays and Thursdays only. Notices are limited to two per week
per organization and run space permitting. Notices must be written on Daily forms and submitted in person. Notices cannot be used to sell merchandise or advertise major events. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to
print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an overtly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person
or group.

Team to return six of its top seven in 2005
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

Students for Sociological Study
Researcher seeks young adults,
ages 18-22, from families with one
parent who was born Jewish for
45- to 60-minute confidential interview for sociological study. rockenmacher@brandeis.edu or 781-3964938

For Sale

Kennedy, who earned AllAmerican status at Nationals,
Fortin, Lacey, and freshman
Chris Kantos, who filled in for
Doran when he went out with
an injury at the end of the season. They will also get back
Doran’s services, and they hope
for a return to top form by junior
Neil Orfield, who ran in
Nationals last year.
“The obvious goal for next
year is to improve on our
Nationals finish from this year
as well as complete another
triple crown, so we can have a
‘triple triple crown,’” Lacey said.
“Everyone will be dedicated,
because this year it was easy to
lose focus in some cases
because you knew there were
others who could pick up your
slack, but it won’t be like that
next year, and people understand that.”

NBA should set player age
limit to minimize immaturity
BLOOM
continued from page 19

judge in the summer of 2002
following a domestic dispute
with his girlfriend.
He was the lone gunman on
the grassy knoll.
So it should be no surprise
that this guy was taunting
Detroit fans by lying on a table
like he was relaxing as his players scuffled with the Pistons.
No, Artest hasn’t replaced
Vernon “Mad Max” Maxwell,
Dennis “The Bad Boy” Rodman,
or Kenyon “K-Mart” Martin.
Artest “The (insert derogatory
expletive)” is on whole new
level.
4. The Detroit fans
And you guys thought Philly
fans were bad.
We may pelt Santa Claus with
snowballs and cheer when
Michael Irvin has a career ending injury. We may even face
Judge Seamus McCaffrey in
Veterans Stadium during Eagles
games for public drunkenness
and fighting other fans, but we
aren’t dumb enough to fight
professional athletes.
Seriously, these must be the
dumbest fans in America. How
drunk and stupid do you have
to be to think you can battle a
6’7”, 250 pound machine who
works out daily and has arms
bigger than most people’s legs?
The New York Times ran an
op-ed on Monday, Nov. 22 by
Robin Ficker, a Washington
Wizards heckler, who actually
lectured Detroit fans on how to
harass players. I guess that kind
of thing is necessary though.
5. Security
More like the lack thereof.
Rick Mahorn had to dive into
the stands. Security was never a
problem when fans and players
knew how to control themselves. But now you are going to
see security by the players’
benches and all over the court.
Congratulations Detroit and
Indiana. You have now ruined
the fan experience.

6. The Suspensions
Too light. This type of thing
can never, ever happen again.
Players were pummeling the
people who pad their paychecks (Aaah, alliteration, the
lost art). Artest (gone for the
season) got what he deserved,
but Jackson (30 games) and
O’Neal (25 games) could have
received stiffer punishments.
And Wallace (six games) got off
incredibly easy.
7. The real solution
Banning beer isn’t going to
solve this problem, although it
should be withheld from
Pistons fans until 2005 as a punishment.
The NBA needs to institute
an age limit. Players are too
immature. Stephen Jackson and
Jermaine O’Neal jumped to the
NBA following high school.
Artest spent two seasons at St.
John’s before entering the draft.
Another idiot bad boy, Zach
Randolph of Portland, also has
no college education, just like
Kobe Bryant, therapist and the
poster child for bad behavior.
Carmelo “Mellow out, it’s my
friend’s marijuana” Anthony
spent only one season at
Syracuse.
These guys go from receiving
parental curfews to receiving
millions of dollars in endorsements. They are told that they
are the greatest and treated like
kings (King James out in
Cleveland). It goes to a kid’s
head.
College experience mollifies
egos and gives players the
chance to sow their wild oats.
There are many more restrictions and players come out of
school much more mature and
(hopefully) smarter than when
they entered. Examples: Tim
Duncan, Grant Hill, Ray Allen,
and Paul Pierce, who all spent
at least three seasons in
college.
The NBA has huge problems
after this ridiculous brawl and
major changes have to be made.
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Amid rain, wind and
mud, Pats stop Ravens
BY

HANK GOLA

Knight Ridder News

FOXBORO, Mass. — The New
England Patriots won Sunday.
They almost always win.
There was wind, rain and mud
at Gillette Stadium Sunday.
There was Ray Lewis, Ed Reed
and the fearsome Ravens
defense. It didn’t matter.
“When it starts to snow and it
starts to rain, to us, it just seems
like it’s time to play football,”
linebacker Tedy Bruschi said
after New England ran its record
to 10-1 with a 24-3 win.
And just “playing football” is
what the Pats do best. It might
have been their most impressive
win of the year. They came off a
Monday night game in Kansas
City in which they had faced a
high-powered offense and had a
short week to get ready for the
stingiest defense in the NFL. It is
why they are 10-1, tied for the
best record in the NFL and showing no letdown from their second Super Bowl championship.
“We knew with the schedule
the way it works, it was going to
be that kind of week,” quarterback Tom Brady said, happy to
come out of the game with no
INTs and no TDs. “It was tough. I
think a lot of guys were really
tired. It was the most tired I ever
was as a football player. But it’s
kind of the mark of this team. I
like the way we fight. I like the
way we play smart and tough
and disciplined.”
The Ravens had come here to
“stake out our ground,” in the
words of head coach Brian
Billick, knowing that they could
end up making a return trip in
the playoffs.
For a half that ended in a slogging 3-3 tie, they hung tough,
even without injured running
back Jamal Lewis.
But, as it often does with the
Patriots, it took one play to
change the course of the game.
Bethel Johnson fought for 25
extra yards on the second half
kickoff and the Pats went on to
own the final two quarters.
They wore down the Ravens’
defense as Corey Dillon gained
83 of his 123 yards in the second
half, carrying it 17 times with
one TD. They throttled Kyle
Boller, who had been making
steady progress the last two
weeks, holding him to 93 yards
on 15 completions and breaking

his string of 123 straight passes
without an INT.
He also committed a turnover
for the final, clinching TD when
Bruschi beat two blockers on a
blitz, knocking out the ball that
backup defensive end Jarvis
Green recovered. The Ravens,
who squandered good field position in the first half, would manage just 29 net yards in the second.
Adam Vinatieri was impervious to the miserable conditions,
drilling three straight field goals
out of the muck and through the
uprights, each one longer than
the one before (28, 40, 48) in running his consecutive field goal
streak to 21.
“They were maybe the worst
conditions I’ve ever played in,”
Vinatieri said. But he wasn’t
complaining, which is why Bill
Belichick said, “There’s no kicker
I’d rather have, let’s put it that
way.”
Belichick wasn’t as chipper at
halftime, after his team had
yielded Baltimore’s only points
of the game. The Pats had gotten
the ball back with 1:08 left in the
half but had to punt it back with
36 seconds to go, then committed two personal fouls during the
runback. Matt Stover kicked a
22-yard field goal.
“I did a poor job on that,”
Belichick said drolly.
But Vinatieri put the Patriots
ahead with two third-quarter
field goals and the Patriots
wrapped it up with two touchdowns early in the fourth. Dillon,
the biggest difference in this
year’s offense, took over the rest
to help the Patriots to almost a
12:00 advantage in possession
time.
“It’s getting to the point where
it doesn’t surprise me,” Brady
said of Dillon mucking it up,
punishing tacklers. “The more
you give it to him, the better he
seems to do. Corey’s so strong
when he gets out on the edge, it
just looks like he’s gaining extra
yards.”
Dillon, a flamboyant loser in
Cincinnati for the first seven
years of his career, has assumed
the personality of the team.
“Call me boring Corey,” he
said. “What’s so flashy about us
going out there and winning? I
didn’t come here for the hype
and the glamour. I just came
here to win. And if I’m doing
that, I’m going home happy.”
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Eagles add a special twist to clincher
BY

RICK GOSSELIN

Knight Ridder Newspapers

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The Philadelphia Eagles were a
little-play team trying to win a
Super Bowl the last three years.
But each time, the Eagles came
up short, losing in the NFC
championship game.
So the Eagles made a $109.5
million investment in big plays
for 2004. They gave Pro Bowl
wide receiver Terrell Owens a
$48.9 million contract with $8.5
million in bonuses and Pro Bowl
pass rusher Jevon Kearse a $60.9
million contract with $12 million
in bonuses.
For three months, Owens gave
Philadelphia the type of dynamic
plays he was being paid to produce, catching a league-leading
13 touchdown passes to help
propel the Eagles to the top of
the NFC with a 9-1 record.
But the last Sunday of
November belonged to Kearse,
who made the play that ignited a
27-6 romp over the New York
Giants and allowed the 10-1
Eagles to clinch their fourth consecutive NFC East title.
Kearse blocked the first kick
of his NFL career midway
through the third quarter, setting up a short touchdown run
by Brian Westbrook. The Eagles
had been clinging to a 13-6
lead, and that touchdown blew
the game open.
It was the first punt the 28year-old Kearse had blocked

DAVID L. POKRESS/KRT

Todd Pinkston (87) gets hauled down by New York Giants cornerback
Will Allen (25) in first quarter action. The Eagles beat the Giants, 27-6,
at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey, yesterday.
Tennessee, where he was a threetime Pro Bowler and one of the
league’s most feared pass rushers
with 48 sacks in 66 games.
But with the Giants at midfield
in a close game Sunday, the
Eagles left their defensive unit on
the field to guard against a fake
punt. Eagles special teams coach
John Harbaugh added a twist.
Giants punter Jeff Feagles
always angles his coffin-corner
punt toward the right side.
Harbaugh hoped to discourage
him by running a blitz rush from
that side with Kearse looping
from the inside to the outside.

since high school and the first
kick of any kind he’d rejected
since a field goal in college at
Florida in the 1990s.
“I want to be considered a
complete player, not just a pass
rusher,” Kearse said. “I want to
make big plays, whether it’s
sacking the quarterback, blocking a punt or whatever.
Whatever I can do to help this
team win.”
Kearse isn’t usually on the
punt-block unit. He usually isn’t
on special teams, period. He
never played them in the first
five seasons of his career at

SCHEDULE | Nov. 29 — Dec. 5
MON

TUES

WED

THURS

Men’s
Basketball

@ MIT
7:30 p.m.

@ Babson
8 p.m.

Women’s
Basketball

@ Babson
6 p.m.

@ Gordon
7 p.m.

Hockey

@ UMD
7:30 p.m.

FRI

SUN

@ Clark
2 p.m.

St. Anselm
7:30 p.m.

Men’s
Swimming &
Diving

SAT

Babson
7 p.m.

N.E. Col.
3:00 p.m.
Bowdoin
3:30 p.m.

Women’s
Swimming &
Diving

Bowdoin
1 p.m.

Men’s Squash

@ Wellesley
7 p.m.

Women’s
Squash

@ Trinity
4 p.m.

vs. Hamilton
(@ Wesleyan)

@ Trinity
TBA

vs. St. Law.
(@Wesleyan)

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Men’s Basketball

Women’s Basketball

NESCAC Standings

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

W
Team
0
Amherst
0
Bates
0
Bowdoin
0
Colby
Conn College 0
Middlebury 0
0
Trinity
0
Tufts
0
Wesleyan
0
Williams

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Pct
---------------------

W
12
1
0
1
0
1
1
1
1
0

L
0
0
0
0
2
1
0
1
1
0

Individual Statistics
Scoring
Player
Reggie Stovell
Jake Weitzen
Drew Kaklamanos
Ryan O’Keefe
Brian Kumf
David Shepherd
Brian Fitzgerald
Jason Grauer
Dan Martin
Jesse Belodoff
Jimmy Edgerton
Casey D’Annolfo
Team
Opponents

Pts
18.0
16.0
14.0
11.5
9.0
8.5
5.0
2.5
1.0
0.5
0.0
0.0
86.0
87.5

Hockey

NESCAC Standings

Reb A
11.5 0.0
9.0 3.0
3.5 2.5
1.0 1.0
8.0 1.5
5.0 6.0
3.0 0.0
3.5 1.5
2.5 0.0
0.0 1.5
0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0
52.0 17.0
38.5 13.0

CONFERENCE

Team
Amherst
Bates
Bowdoin
Colby
Conn College
Middlebury
Trinity
Tufts
Wesleyan
Williams

W
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

OVERALL

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Pct
---------------------

W
1
1
0
1
1
0
1
2
1
1

L
0
0
0
1
1
0
1
0
0
0

Individual Statistics
Scoring
Player
Jessica Powers
Allison Love
Valerie Krah
Erin Connolly
Laura Jasinski
Katherine Miller
Julia Verplank
Jenna Gomez
T. Miller-Stevens
Khalilah Ummah
Julie Mulinare
Ali Landes
M. Duffy-Cabana
Team
Opponents

Coed Sailing Rankings
as of Nov. 16 2004

NESCAC Standings

Pts Reb A
11.5 3.5 3.0
11.0 4.5 0.5
10.5 1.0 2.0
7.0 0.0 1.5
7.0 4.0 1.0
7.0 4.5 0.0
7.0 5.5 5.5
6.0 2.5 0.5
4.0 2.0 3.5
4.0 4.0 1.0
2.5 0.5 0.0
2.5 2.0 0.5
1.0 2.0 3.0
81.0 41.0 22.0
39.0 25.0 9.5

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
Middlebury
Trinity
Williams
Amherst
Bowdoin
Colby
Hamilton
Conn College
Tufts
Wesleyan

W
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
2
2
2

T
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

Pct
1.000
1.000
1.000
.750
.750
.500
.500
.000
.000
.000

W
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
2
2
2

T
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

Individual Statistics
Scoring
Player
G
Ken Cleary
1
Matt McCarthy
2
Jason Boudrow
1
Kurt Hertzog
1
Gino Rotondi
0
Peter Corbett
0
Greg O’Connell
0
Ross Gimbel
0
Matt Ninnemann
0
John Murphy
0
Joe Cappellano
0
Goaltending
GA
James Kalec (0-1-0)
9
Matt Ninnemann (0-1-0) 3

A Pts
2
3
0
2
1
2
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
Sv Sv%
51 .850
13 .812

NFL ESPN Power Rankings
as of Nov. 16 2004

Rank, Team (Previous Rank)

Rank, Team (Previous)

1. Brown (4)
2. USC (1)
3. Yale (3)
4. Harvard (9)
5. Hobart/William Smith (7)
6. Hawaii (17)
7. Dartmouth (6)
8. Boston College (8)
9. Stanford (12)
10. MIT (14)
11. Tufts (11)
12. Georgetown (5)

1. Steelers (1)
2. Patriots (2)
3. Eagles (3)
4. Colts (5)
5. Falcons (6)
6. Chargers (4)
7. Broncos (7)
8. Ravens (10)
9. Jaguars (12)
10. Packers (13)
11. Jets (8)
12. Rams (16)

Men’s Cross Country
Rankings as of Nov. 16 2004
Rank, Team (Region)
1. Calvin College (GL)
2. Wisconsin-La Crosse (MW)
3. North Central College (MW)
4. Haverford College (ME)
5. Tufts University (NE)
6. College of New Jersey (A)
7. St. Olaf College (C)
8. Willamette University (W)
9. University of Chicago (MW)
10. Carleton College (C)

NBA ESPN Power Rankings
as of Nov. 15 2004
Rank, Team (Previous)
1. Mavericks (7)
2. Jazz (2)
3. Spurs (5)
4. Pacers (1)
5. Heat (3)
6. Timberwolves (6)
7. Pistons (4)
8. Kings (12)
9. Suns (8)
10. SuperSonics (19)

Monday, November 29, 2004
ALEX BLOOM |
PHILLY PHODDER

Brawl
Breakdown

I

t looks like it’s a right of passage
for every sports columnist this
side of Beijing to write about the

Nov. 19 skirmish between Detroit
Pistons fans and members of the
Indiana Pacers. It’s understandable
though, because this was a bit different than usual brawls, which look
more like scenes from West Side
Story. I bet you have already read
fourteen Detroit Fracas City articles,
seen thirty-five angles of the Malice
at Auburn Hills, and were more filled
on Thanksgiving of the Melee in
Motown than of stuffing and pumpkin pie.
But let’s make it fifteen. Here’s a
breakdown of the chaos, Philly
Phodder style. I have to get my two
cents in on this one, because it’s just
that ridiculous.
1. The combatants
In this corner, weighing a combined 709 pounds and standing a
monstrous 20 feet, 2 inches, we have
Ron “Beer Me!” Artest, Jermaine
“Haymaker” O’Neal, and Stephen
“I’m gonna kill you Miss” Jackson of
the Indiana Pacers.
And in the other corner, inebriated, pissed off, and in large numbers,
we have the fans of the Detroit
Pistons, led by an idiot throwing beverages, some crazy guy who thinks he
should walk on the court to challenge Artest, and the chair-tossing
dude.
Put them all together, add a flagrant foul on Ben Wallace, a pinch of
ego, and a dash of danger, bake for
almost 48 minutes, and you get the
most embarrassing night in professional sports history.
2. The flagrant
So if you watch the game, you’ll
see that the brawl is heating up after
two previous hard fouls that go
uncalled because it’s garbage time.
Artest hit Wallace hard. But to say
Wallace overreacted is an understatement.
You know Ben Wallace is tough. I
know Ben Wallace is tough. Ron
Artest knows Ben Wallace is tough. So
why did Ben Wallace feel the need to
reinforce his toughness?
There’s 45.9 seconds left in the
game. What is Ben Wallace going to
prove by starting a street-yard fight
with the most incorrigible hacker in
the NBA? I’ve seen more maturity out
of my 10-year-old sister.
3. The initial blow
What in the name of Mike Tyson
was Artest thinking lying on that
table like a sitting duck? Oh, that’s
right, he’s Ron Artest. Do we need to
run through his laundry list of credentials that make him eligible for
his dubious achievement? Yes we do.
He led the league in the 2002-03
season with nine flagrant fouls.
He was suspended for 14 games in
the last two seasons.
He threw a $100,000 camera in
frustration after a loss in New York on
Jan. 3, 2003.
He taunted the Miami Heat and
coach Pat Riley, earning a four-game
suspension.
He was fined for an obscene gesture to Cleveland fans after being hit
by a quarter.
He was ordered to undergo 26
hours of anger management by a
see BLOOM, page 17

Alex Bloom is a freshman who has not yet
declared a major. He can be reached via
e-mail at alexander.bloom@tufts.edu.
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INSIDE COLLEGE FOOTBALL

BCS bowls still undecided, but Utah is in
BY

BEN HAGOPIAN

Senior Staff Writer

All 19th ranked Boston College needed to
do in order to get a BCS match-up against
Utah in the Fiesta Bowl was win this weekend. And the team they had to beat was
Syracuse, which owned a record of just 5-5
coming into the game.
But the omen of losing their starting QB
Paul Peterson last weekend with a broken
hand set the scene for BC. The Eagles came
out sloppy, giving Syracuse backup RB
Damien Rhodes a 69-yard TD run. The
Orangemen didn’t look back. Although
Rhodes succumbed to a leg injury and the
Orange were forced to replace him with
defensive back Diamond Ferri, Syracuse
took a commanding 24-10 lead into halftime.
Syracuse continued to pound BC into
the second half, eventually winning the
contest 43-17. Ferri finished with 141 yards
on 28 carries and 2 TDs on offense as well
as a 44-yard interception return for a TD on
defense.
“That’s probably one of the biggest performances I’ve ever seen in my entire life, in
any sport, to be able to come in and play
big-time college football like that,” Rhodes
said of his backup.
The loss puts BC out of the BCS bowl picture and prevents the Eagles from winning
the Big East championship outright. Now,
BC, West Virginia, Syracuse, and Pittsburgh
are locked in a four-way tie for first place in
the Big East. Due to records against each
other, only Syracuse and Pittsburgh can
win the division now. If Pittsburgh wins
next week, it is likely that they will play in
the Fiesta Bowl against Utah. If Pitt loses,
the Orangemen may make the trip to the
Fiesta Bowl.
“I’m just going to enjoy that we’re bowl
eligible,” Syracuse coach Paul Pasqualoni
said.
Elsewhere across the country, No. 5 Texas
knocked off No. 22 Texas A&M 26-13, No. 15
Tennessee survived a scare by squeaking by
Kentucky 37-31, and No. 11 Virginia Tech
defeated No. 16 Virginia by a count of 24-10.
With this win, Virginia Tech will take part in
a BCS bowl if it defeats Miami next weekend to win the ACC championship.
The word on the BCS: Here’s how the
Bowl Championship System is taking
shape:
ACC: The winner of the Miami-Virginia
Tech game gets the ACC’s BCS bowl bid.
Big East: If Pitt wins next weekend
against South Florida, it gets the BCS bowl
bid; if they lose, Syracuse gets it.
Big 12: It’s Oklahoma vs. Colorado next
week for the Big 12 championship. If
Oklahoma wins, it will go to the Orange
Bowl for the national championship. If
Colorado wins, it will go to the Fiesta Bowl,
leaving Oklahoma hoping for an at-large
bid. For Texas to sneak into a BCS bowl
game, Cal will have to lose next weekend.

ERICH SCHLEGEL/KRT

Texas running back Cedric Benson shouldn’t be too happy; despite a 10-1 record, Texas will
probably get shut out of a BCS bowl thanks to the emergence of non-BCS Utah.
Big 10: Michigan is going to the Rose
Bowl.
Pac 10: If USC continues to win, the
Trojans will go to the Orange Bowl for the
national championship. If they lose,
they’ll go to the Rose Bowl. If Cal wins
next week, it takes an at-large bid for a
BCS bowl game.
SEC: It’s Auburn-Tennessee next weekend for the SEC championship. If Auburn
wins, it could still get screwed out of the
Orange Bowl despite an undefeated record
and get stuck in the Sugar Bowl. If
Tennessee wins, the Volunteers go to the
Sugar Bowl, leaving Auburn hoping for an
at-large bid.
Elsewhere, Utah will take an at-large BCS

bowl bid due to its top six ranking in the
BCS system. Boise State will need both Cal
and Miami to lose next weekend to get a
BCS bowl bid, regardless of what happens
to Texas. Yes, the BCS is stupid if Texas ends
up number four and doesn’t make a major
bowl.
Platinum Playas of the Week: This week,
we’re only giving out one platinum ball
because this guy stood out on both sides of
the ball. That’s right, Syracuse’s Ferri, filling
in as third-string running back for
Syracuse, scored those two offensive touchdowns to go along with his one defensive
score off of an interception return in the
Orangemen’s blowout 43-17 victory over
BC.

Athletes of the week
JOSH KENNEDY, MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
The men’s cross country team finished sixth last weekend at the Div. III Cross Country
National Championship race, and sophomore Josh Kennedy was a big reason why. Kennedy
was the team’s second youngest runner in the race, yet he showed the experience and talent
that allows him to be considered a veteran, finishing 32nd overall and first on the team with a
time of 25:16.3.
By finishing in the top 35, Kennedy earned All-American status, becoming the first Jumbo to
do so in cross country since senior co-captain and teamate Nate Brigham did so in 2002 when
he finsihed 11th. Kennedy notched top-ten finishes in four races this season for the Jumbos.

JESSICA POWERS, WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The women’s basketball team is off to a 3-0 start, outscoring its opponents 244-103, and junior guard Jessica Powers has been at the center of the Jumbos’ success. The Massapequa, N.Y.,
native is leading Tufts in scoring through three games, with 11.7 points per game. Powers’ scoring prowess thus far has come via a lights out field goal percentage of .615 along with draining
50 percent of her attempts from beyond the three-point line. The junior guard is also averaging
2.7 rebounds per game along with 1.7 assists and two steals.
Most recently, Powers posted 12 points in only 12 minutes of action in the team’s 82-25 rout
at Johnson & Wales on Tuesday. More amazingly, in the limited action, she recorded five of the
Jumbos’ 29 steals. In her most extensive action of the early season, Powers led Tufts in the championship game of the Tufts Invitational, a 74-55 win over Endicott, providing five boards and
three assists, her highest totals thus far in those categories, to supplement her nine points.
Power’s highest scoring performance of the young season came in the opener, an 88-23 drubbing of Bryn Mawr, as she posted 14 points in 16 minutes of action.
Powers and the Jumbos return to action tomorrow night at Babson.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Johnson, Wales prove to be
no match for surging Jumbos
BY

LIZ HOFFMAN

Senior Staff Writer

As most Jumbos turned in papers,
packed their bags, and checked out for the
holidays, the women’s basketball team had
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
at Johnson & Wales, Tuesday

Tufts 82
Johnson & Wales 25

BEN THAYER/TUFTS DAILY

Senior co-captain Allison Love, shown here hoisting a jump hook against Endicott, is averaging 9.7 ppg this season as her Jumbos have rushed out to a 3-0 start.

one thing left to do on Tuesday afternoon.
Before heading home for the Thanksgiving
holiday, the team traveled to Rhode Island
to take on Johnson & Wales, and with an 8225 victory over the Wildcats, the Jumbos
more than earned their Thanksgiving
break.
Tufts was led by sophomore Laura
Jasinski, who netted 12 points and added
five rebounds and two steals. Junior Jessica
Powers and freshman Khalilah Ummah
also contributed 12 points each to the
Jumbos’ offense.
The Wildcats turned the ball over on their
first three possessions, and steals by Powers
and senior co-captain Allison Love got the
Jumbos going on their way to a 15-0 lead
only five minutes into the game.
The Tufts defense continued to be suffocating throughout, forcing 36 turnovers and
holding the Wildcats to a dismal 15.7 percent shooting from the floor. Points off
turnovers contributed to nearly half of the
Jumbos’ total, as the team netted 40 points
off its 29 steals. Sophomore Valerie Krah
nabbed six steals to go with Powers’ five,
and the Jumbos once again demonstrated
the defensive intensity that coach Carla
Berube stressed during preseason.
“Definitely one of our strengths is our intheir-face defense,” said Love, who picked

off four steals and pulled down two
rebounds for the Jumbos. “Coach preaches
defense all the time, and it was really the
key to our offense [on Tuesday]. We got a lot
of steals and some quick points.”
Every Jumbo made an entrance on the
court and in the scorebook as the team got
40 points from their bench, including 10
from Krah and the 12 from Ummah.
“The younger players are really stepping
up and getting some playing time,” senior
co-captain Erin Connolly said. “It looks
positive, and I think we’re extremely deep
this year.”
The Jumbos have scored an average of
81.3 points in their first three games this
season while allowing only 34.3 from their
opponents. The lackluster competition
thus far, while producing impressive statistics, does make it difficult to judge the
strength of this year’s squad. Some big nonleague games in early January against
Southern Maine and Emmanuel will be
better measuring sticks as the team ventures into NESCAC territory in mid-January.
In the meantime, the Jumbos will continue to work on their game and stay in top
form over the holidays.
“We still need to work on our transition
defense and our motion offense,” Connolly
said. “But I think that as long as we hustle to
every loose ball and continue to play as a
team, we’re going to be successful.”
The Jumbos will suit up again tomorrow
when they take on non-conference Babson
in the second leg of their five-game stint on
the road. Tufts has not lost to Babson under
Berube’s direction, and last year came away
with a decisive 79-57 victory. The Beavers
opened their season last weekend against
two NESCAC teams in the Babson
Invitational, where they pulled out a close
win over Middlebury before falling to
Williams in the final.

MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

As favorites, 2004 Jumbos confirmed title
BY

BEN HOFFMAN

Daily Editorial Board

They came. They ran. They
conquered.
For the most part, that was the
story for the 2004 men’s cross
country team. Coming off a stellar 2003 season in which Tufts
won the ECAC Championship,
the NESCAC Championship, and
the New England Championship
— the second two for the first
time ever — before finishing 11th
at Nationals, this year’s team did
even better.
The Jumbos captured ECACs,
NESCACs, and New Englands
again this fall and went on to
Nationals, where they fell short
of their top-four goal — but still
set a new Tufts standard with a

sixth place finish.
“We did everything we wanted
to do all season,” junior Matt
Lacey said. “We just came up a
little short at Nationals.”
“Anytime you can win as many
races as we did, that’s pretty darn
good,” senior co-captain Brian
McNamara added. “Placing sixth
in the nation is a pretty big
accomplishment.”
Throughout most of the season, Lacey, sophomore Josh
Kennedy, and senior co-captain
Nate Brigham led the way for
Tufts, with McNamara, fifth-year
senior Peter Bromka, and junior
Matt Fortin also racking up solid
performances. At the Jumbo
Invitational, which Tufts won for
the first time since 2001,
Brigham (second), Lacey (third),

Kennedy (fourth), McNamara
(sixth), and Fortin (seventh),
blew away the field, combining
for a mere 22 points.
At NESCACs, the Jumbos put
on a similar performance, with
Lacey finishing fourth overall
and Kennedy, McNamara, and
Brigham
finishing
seventh
through ninth, respectively. At
ECACs, the second seven came
up clutch with the victory, thanks
to sophomore Justin Chung,
whom the squad will look to as a
varsity runner next year, senior
Mike Don, who had the first half
of his season wiped out by
mononucleosis, and a surprise
race from sophomore Chad Uy.
After that, all the Jumbos had
to do to capture a second consecutive Triple Crown was win

BEN THAYER/TUFTS DAILY

Senior co-captain Brian McNamara, junior Matt Lacey, and sophomore Josh
Kennedy were all key members of the cross country team’s successful season.
regionals. They did just that, with
all five runners finishing in the
top twenty at Southern Maine to
send Tufts to Nationals.
“It was great to hear them
introduce our team before the

race at Nationals as the ‘NESCAC
conference champions, the New
England Regional champions, as
well as the ECAC conference
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY, see page 17

WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

Though women fall just short of making Nationals, season a success
BY ALEX BLOOM

Daily Staff Writer

Seven points. An improvement of one
place for each runner. That’s all that stood
between the women’s cross country team
and a trip to the NCAA Div. III National
Cross Country Meet this past season.
“That was something that was a very realistic goal for us this year,” senior tri-captain
Emily Pfeil said. “It was well within our
reach.”
The women ran into stiff competition at
the New England Regional Meet held in
Twin Brooks, Maine, finishing just behind
NESCAC rivals Amherst and Wesleyan. Only

the top five teams would move on to
Nationals in Eau Claire, Wis. The Jumbos
placed sixth.
Yet while the Jumbos did not move onto
the Nationals, the disappointment should
not overshadow a productive season for the
women.
“We took a huge step in the right direction
this season,” Pfeil said.
Last season the Jumbos were ninth out of
35 teams at the regional meet. This season
they were sixth out of 41 teams. They also
finished fourth at the ECACs, an improvement of four places over last season. And
they accomplished all these feats despite
having five of their top eight runners new to

the team.
The Jumbos compensated for the losses
of seniors Lauren Caputo and Lauren Dunn
with the additions of freshmen Catherine
Beck, Katy O’Brien, Anna Shih, and Laura
Walls, and a sophomore transfer Raquel
Morgan. The incoming freshmen and
Morgan had an immediate impact for the
Jumbos, a pleasant surprise for the team.
“It was a very young team. It was almost a
new team,” Pfeil said. “I don’t think we
expected to have such a young team in our
top eight. It was great. It was fantastic. It
helped us move forward.”
The newcomers joined senior Katie
Sheedy, junior Becca Ades, and sophomore

Sarah Crispin to form a strong varsity team.
Nipping right at their heels were seniors
Katie Mason and Pfeil, junior Arielle
Aaronsen, and sophomores Jenny Torpey
and Samantha Moland, who rounded out a
very deep squad.
“We had a really strong second team,”
Shih said. “It was pretty impressive how they
did at ECACs.”
“We had a lot of returners that just
worked a lot harder this summer,” Pfeil said.
“People realized what it was going to take to
get us to our goal. They came back in great
shape.”
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY, see page 17

