


 
III,28. That the Earth, properly speaking, is not 
moved, nor are any of the Planets; although they 
are carried along by the heaven. 
 
And it is important to remember here what was said earlier 
concerning the nature of movement, i.e. that (if we are 
speaking properly and in accordance with the truth of  the 
matter) it is only the transference of a body from the vicinity 
of those bodies which are immediately contiguous to it, and 
considered to be at rest, into the vicinity of others.  However, 
in common usage, all action by which any body travels from 
one place to another is often called movement; and in this 
sense of the term it can be said that the same thing is simul-
taneously moved and not moved, according to the way we 
diversely determine its location.  From this it follows that no 
movement, in the strict sense, is found in the Earth or even in 
the other planets; because they are not transported from the 
vicinity of the parts of the heaven immediately contiguous to 
them, inasmuch as we consider those parts of the heaven to be 
at rest.  For, to be thus transported, they would have to be 
simultaneously separated from all {the contiguous parts of the 
heaven}, which does not happen.  However, because the 
matter of the heaven is fluid, sometimes some of its particles, 
and sometimes others, move away from the Planet to which 
they are contiguous, and this by a movement which must be 
attributed solely to them and not to the Planet: in the same 
way as the partial transferences of water and air which occur 
on the earth’s surface are usually attributed, not to the earth, 
but to those portions of water and air which are transported. 




