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Autism Speaks, 123 raise
awareness for disorder
by

Denali Tietjen

Daily Editorial Board

As part of World Autism
Awareness Day, the Tufts’ chapter
of Autism Speaks and the brothers of the Theta Delta Chi (123)
fraternity worked together to
raise autism awareness on campus yesterday.
World Autism Awareness Day,
organized through a partnership betweem Autism Speaks,
a national autism advocacy
organization, and Theta Delta
Chi’s national organization,
aims to raise awareness about
autism’s prevalence and diagnoses, according to Tufts Autism
Speaks chapter fundraising chair
Danielle Feerst.
“Autism Awareness day is a
day dedicated to making people
aware of the fact that Autism
diagnoses are increasing and to
help people understand what it
is,” Feerst, a sophomore, said.
As part of the awarenessraising efforts, the Autism
Speaks chapter at Tufts hosted
Boston Medical Center Autism
Specialist Lauren Bartolotti (G

’12) to discuss Autism prevalence, as well as current Autism
research and treatments.
One in 68 American children
are diagnosed with an autism
spectrum disorder every year. By
2020, it is estimated that rate will
increase to one in five, according
to research released last week by
Autism Speaks. Yet Bartolotti told
students at the panel last night
that this statistic may be exaggerated to gain media attention.
“The thing with the new statistics is you have to remember
that the media likes to make
people interested in the story,”
Bartolotti said. “Yes, the presence
is ‘increasing,’ and I’m not diminishing that, but the data was only
taken in 11 communities of eight
year olds. So the one in 68 statistic isn’t completely accurate. This
statistic is really good for raising
awareness, but it’s not accurate
in treatment.”
Bartolotti also discussed the
financial burden imposed on
families with autistic children.
Autism families spend on aversee AUTISM, page 2

Professor to receive
award for public work
by Justin

Rheingold

Daily Editorial Board

Robinson
Professor
of
Chemistry David Walt will
receive the Gustavus John
Esselen Award from the
Northeastern Section of the
American Chemical Society
(ACS) during an April 10 ceremony in Cambridge, Mass.
The award recognizes a
chemist who has done significant work to benefit the public interest, according to Karen
Piper, secretary to the Esselen
Committee.
“[Walt] is being honored for
his work in developing microarrays and single molecule detection for understanding and
treatment of disease,” Piper
told the Daily in an email. “His
work is especially useful in
early diagnosis, for example, in
malignancies.”
According to Walt, his
research focuses on technology
at the molecular level.
“We develop techniques that

work at the micro- and nanoscale ... these are devices that
have technologies that we’ve
created that have dimensions
kind of smaller than an antenna
on an ant,” he said. “We develop
technologies that are able to
do molecular balances of everything from genes to proteins at
a very tiny level that involves
extremely small measurements
of low concentration things that
are in blood or any kind of environmental sample.”
This research has been widely
used, Walt explained.
“The technology that came
out of my lab has turned out to
have a tremendous amount of
impact in a wide variety of fields
for both the clinical market and
the agriculture market, but has
also enabled a tremendous
amount of new research discovery,” he said. “[It] is particularly
gratifying that the technology
that they developed at Tufts has
enabled many new discoveries
see WALT, page 2

Barnard officially kicks off campaign
	Tufts senior Taylor Barnard
announced in a April 2 email
to supporters that he will participate in the democratic primary
campaign for the Massachusetts
House of Representatives seat
being vacated by Carl Sciortino
(LA ‘00).
“Representative Sciortino has
been a role model for me, and

I look forward to continuing his
progressive legacy in the state
legislature,” Barnard wrote in the
email. “Over the next several
months, I’ll be knocking on doors
all throughout 34th Middlesex
and listening to the voters in the
district.”
—by Justin Rheingold

Courtesy Leonard Wachs

Members of Tufts Model UN pose with their awards after the group’s most recent conference.

Tufts Model UN seeks continued
growth
by

Roy Yang

Contributing Writer

Last weekend, the Tufts
Model United Nations (MUN)
team competed in the Five
College Model United Nations
Conference (FCMUN) hosted by
Mount Holyoke College to mark
the team’s fourth and final conference of the year.
MUN social chair Leonard

Wachs explained that this conference was the group’s most
successful to date.
“This was our best showing yet at any conference we
have attended in the past four
years,” Wachs, a sophomore,
told the Daily in an email. “We
brought 24 members, the largest delegation we have taken to
a conference, and we received
seven awards, including two

Best Delegates. Compared to
last year, our delegation at this
specific conference more than
doubled in size — that goes for
our club in general, as well —
received more awards and had
an overall bigger impact at the
conference.”
Tufts delegates Jenna Smith
and Michael Bird received the
see MODEL UN, page 2

Acceptance rate drops 10
percent in last five years
by Justin

Rheingold

Daily Editorial Board

The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions released its remaining admissions decisions last
Friday, which include a recordlow 17.4 percent acceptance rate
for the Class of 2018.
With 19,075 applications for
next year’s freshman class, this
is the third record-high pool
Tufts has received in the last
four years, according to Dean of
Undergraduate Admissions Lee
Coffin. The numbers are particularly notable for the School of
Engineering, where the number
of applicants increased by 17
percent from last year. This is the
eighth year in a row the school
received a record-breaking applicant pool.
“That’s the untold story, the
explosive growth in the School of
Engineering,” Coffin said. “I think
it’s ... partly because of a national
trend and it’s partly a continued
expansion of the visibility of the
School of Engineering at Tufts.”
While the number of applications to the School of Arts and
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The Office of Undergraduate Admissions has recently accepted a
record low percentage of applicants for the Class of 2018.
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Walt emphasizes role of student researchers in work
WALT

continued from page 1

in thousands of research labs
across the world.”
One such research lab was
the J. Craig Venter Institute,
according to Krishna Kumar,
chair of the Tufts Department
of Chemistry.
“When Craig Venter was
here he mentioned David Walt
... multiple times,” Kumar
said. “The reason for that was
even the Craig Venter Institute
is using instruments from
Illumina ... This has basically
touched everyone’s life and ...
every company in the world
that is involved in sequenc-

ing or medicine is using this
technology.”
Walt, who has been at Tufts
for 33 years, started numerous
companies during his tenure,
including Illumina, a multibillion-dollar publicly traded
company that develops systems for analyzing genetics and
Quanterix.
“The science was developed
right on this floor, and what
he and his group have developed is essentially a way to
sequence [genomes] using
fiber optics,” Kumar said.
“Forbes had a cover article on
the fastest growing companies
in America. Illumina was num-

ber one. [Illumina] just recently announced a $1,000 genome,
so this is a big deal.”
Kumar emphasized that
the Esselen Award is not only
for chemists working in the
Northeast, but that Walt follows
many international winners,
including Nobel laureates.
“[The award] is administered
by the Northeast Section of the
ACS, but it’s really an international award,” he explained.
“They choose people who are not
just Americans but [from] across
the world. Mario Molina, who is
a Nobel Prize winner in chemistry; Sherwood Rowland [and]
Carl Djerassi, who synthesized

the first birth control pill and
made it happen, won this award
so this is really almost a precursor to a Nobel. It’s in the interest
of public science, and certainly
David is very deserving.”
Walt also created a program
to increase the involvement of
undergraduates from underprivileged and diverse backgrounds in his research while
serving as a Howard Hughes
Medical Institute (HHMI) professor, according to Kumar.
“We had a program with
Spelman
and
Morehouse
[Colleges] ... [and] he’s done a
lot for both increasing diversity and student participation

Groups seek to spread awareness of autism prevalence
AUTISM

continued from page 1

at Tufts,” Kumar said.
While Walt will receive the
award, he attributed much of
his work to the students and
researchers who have aided him.
“The success of my laboratory has been really enabled
by all the fantastic Tufts students that have worked in
it,” he said. “That includes
everything from post doctoral
students ... to graduate students that come to the chemistry department to get their
Ph.Ds ... [to] a large number of
undergraduates. My success is
the measure of the success of
a real team effort over a long
period of time.”

chair told the Daily in an email.
The fraternity brothers wore
blue, painted the cannon and
lit their house blue yesterday as part of World Autism
Awareness Day, Jacobson, a
sophomore, explained.
“Theta Delta Chi is also national partners with Autism Speaks,
so our house has always been
very involved with the organization,” Jacobson said. “But [since]
Shannon brought the chapter to
Tufts this fall, it has really taken
off. This past fall we raised over
$2,000 with our [Blue Luau]
fundraising social event, where
we sold wristbands along with
tickets as a way to both fundraise
[and] raise awareness.”
World Autism Awareness
Day is part of a longer national
Autism Awareness Month and
the two student organizations
will continue to host awarenesspromoting events throughout the
month, Feerst added.

A guest speaker from the Boston Medical Center, Lauren Bartolotti, speaks at the Worldwide Autism Awareness
Day event in Carmichael Hall lounge on April 2.

age $60,000 on a child’s medical services a year, according
to Feerst.
“It’s really a lot tougher than
people would expect,” Bartolotti
said. “A lot of my patients can’t
pay for their rent, let alone services for their child.”
Theta Delta Chi has been
working closely with the newly
introduced Tufts’
Autism
Speaks chapter at improving
Autism awareness on campus,
Feerst explained.
“When I first became philanthropy chair, one of the first
people to reach out to me was
Shannon McHenry, who is the
president of the Autism Speaks
chapter here at Tufts, and since
then we have been a really good
team in terms of maximizing
fundraising and awareness for
Autism Speaks,” Rob Jacobson,
the Theta Delta Chi philanthropy

MUN considers hosting HS conference next year

Tufts sees rise in applicants

Caroline Geiling / the Tufts Daily

MODEL UN

continued from page 1

Best Delegate awards, while
Vice
President
Annirudh
Balachandran and Wachs
earned Honorable Mentions.
Tufts MUN team President
Ashley Scarfo received a Verbal
Commendation recognition.
According to Scarfo, a senior,
the conference consisted of
series of crisis committees that
test delegate’s abilities to make
quick decisions during imaginary crisis scenarios. The types
of committees ranged from realistic scenarios, such as the Ninth
East Asian Summit, to imaginary
situations, like the World War Z
Committee, in which delegates
were forced to make decisions
in the face of the outbreak of an
imaginary virus.
Scarfo explained that MUN
conferences, like last weekend’s,
offer opportunities to develop
practical skills that are applicable to a variety of majors.
“Doing MUN, you definitely
develop public speaking experience, debate skills and thinking
on your feet that you cannot
get anywhere else,” Scarfo said.
“Being able to confidently talk
in front of hundreds of people is
a great skill to have, and I think
it can be useful for any Tufts student of any major. Most think
that Model UN is for [international relations] nerds, but we
have biomedical engineers to
music majors who benefit just
as much.”
Balachandran added that
MUN has a great community.
“It really comes down to the
people you have with you,”
Balachandran, a junior said. “It’s
the people at Tufts Model UN, the
e-board to the underclassmen
[to] the seniors who have graduated, who make it all the worth-

while and entertaining. They gave
me the confidence to go out there
and to do well, and you just learn
so much from others in the club.
Our club is full of people who are
knowledgeable in international
aspects, and, as an international
student myself, it’s nice to have a
shared community.”
According to Scarfo and
Wachs, the club meets each
week to practice technical skills such as speaking,
researching and writing resolutions. Wachs added that the
group holds mock committee
sessions each semester to prepare for the conferences.
Although the season is
over, the MUN club is already
planning for next year, Scarfo
explained. The team is also hoping to hold its own MUN conference for local high schools as a
way to build relations and teach
prospective MUN delegates.
“We’ve been contacted by
local high schools whose students want to grow their own
high school MUN teams,” Scarfo
said. “We are trying to develop
relations with the neighborhood, and we thought a great
way to develop that was to host
our own MUN conference for
them. We don’t know how far we
can extend in the first year, but
we are going to try out best to
simulate what these high school
delegates will encounter at the
college level.”
Wachs added that hosting a
conference will put Tufts in a
special group.
“We’re also really proud of
the fact that next year we will
be hosting Tufts’ first ever high
school conference,” he said.
“This will really put Tufts and
Tufts MUN into a select group
of schools.”
While Tufts MUN is a Tufts

Community Union ( TCU)
Senate-recognized
group
with funding and had its
largest-ever team this year,
Balachandran added that in
the past, costs have been prohibitive to some students.
“The last thing we want to
see is a student not being able
to go to these conferences,”
Balachandran said. “Yet, I’ve met
students who couldn’t afford it.”
However, with the Senate’s
recent development of a new
funding program for students
on financial aid, Balachandran
and Wachs hope even more students will be able to participate
in the future.
“We are very excited about
the new student fund that TCU
[Senate] has passed, which
should allow us to put less of a
financial requirement on students wanting to attend our
conference[s],” Wachs said.
“This will allow us to better
pursue our club’s ultimate goal:
to allow undergraduates in the
Tufts community the opportunity to learn about the bodies,
functions and methods of the
UN and other organizations.
More money means more people can learn.”
In addition to this learning,
Balachandran explained that
participating in MUN has
also helped him to develop
both a sense of school pride
and citizenship.
“You learn about active citizenship and what it means to
be a global citizen, and it really
helped my entryway to the Tufts
community,” he said. “Model
UN opened me up to the community, and I was able to meet
more people and became more
confident [in] being a Tufts student. By being in MUN, I get a
very strong Tufts pride.”

ADMISSIONS

continued from page 1

Sciences did not notably increase,
Coffin said the combined acceptance rate for both undergraduate schools has dropped by 10
points in the last five years.
“I think some of it is the success of the undergraduate admissions website,” he said. “We went
live in the fall of 2011 and the
[applicant] pool is up almost 17
percent in the two years we’ve
had an online recruitment platform versus a more traditional
print based system ... The admissions blogs [are] a really significant draw.”
This year’s acceptance pool
includes students from all
50 states, two more than last
year. In particular, there has
been a tremendous growth in
the number of applicants from
California. Tufts received 2,417
applications from this west coast
state, compared to 2,441 from
Massachusetts.
“It would not surprise me next
year to see California become the
number one state in the applicant pool,” Coffin said. “That is
a function of the web. I think we
have eight different admissions
officers that recruit in California.
We’ve spent more time doing
programs in the state.”
The admissions office also saw
continued growth in applicants
from outside the United States,
Coffin added, in large part due
to increased travel from admissions counselors and increased
visibility of the school.
According to Coffin, standardized test scores for the Class of
2018 remained relatively consistent with last year’s record scores.
The mean SAT critical reading
score remained unchanged at
728, and the math was at 732,
slightly down from 735, but still

higher than it has been for classes within the last decade. The
average ACT score also remained
at 32.
Ninety-three percent of accepted students ranked in the top 10
percent of their class. However,
Coffin noted that this statistic
excludes the many students who
come from high schools that do
not use ranking systems. Unlike
last year’s class, which included
slightly more female students,
almost an equal number of
male and female students were
accepted this year, according to
Coffin.
Approximately two-thirds of
this year’s pool applied for financial aid — a consistent number
from last year’s applicant pool,
Coffin said.
“The goal is to continue to
raise resources to make Tufts
successful,” Coffin said. “There
is never going to be an admission
cycle where that eases up.”
Tufts Admissions also accepted a record 342 first-generation
college students this year, an
increase over the 295 admitted
last year.
“I’m really proud of the
increase in the first-gen community at Tufts,” said Coffin, who
was a first-generation college
student himself.
There were 3,315 total students accepted for the Tufts
Class of 2018, a number that has
also decreased in recent years
as larger numbers of accepted
students decide to attend Tufts,
according to Coffin.
Admitted students will have
until May 1 to submit their
deposit. As it has annually, the
school will host three Jumbo
Days on April 17, 18 and 25.
Coffin encouraged current students to sign up to host the most
recently accepted Jumbos.
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Liaison between Fletcher, State Department:
Bridget F. Gersten
by

Nadya Netcheva

Contributing Writer

Bridget F. Gersten, a senior-level career
American diplomat, is now the U.S.
Department of State Senior Fellow at The
Fletcher School this year after serving as a
United States Foreign Service Officer (FSO)
since 1999. Gersten has vast career experience in international affairs, having worked
as a diplomat in countries like Afghanistan
and Saudi Arabia, and is now bringing her
experience to Tufts.
“Being the Senior Fellow at Fletcher
entails integrating myself fully into the
community of Fletcher, participating in
events that are held across campus, teaching a course on U.S. Public Diplomacy
and engaging in some volunteer activities on campus,” Gersten said. “I am here,
and I am available as a resource to any
student on campus ..., to give any advice
or guidance on foreign careers and foreign affairs careers.”
Gersten’s journey to success in the Foreign
Service can be traced back to the city of
Tempe, Ariz., where she was born and raised.
A self-proclaimed “desert rat,” Gersten’s present work in diplomacy is a far cry from her
younger years when she was largely unfamiliar with issues in international relations.
“Growing up there, I can honestly say
I really had no idea of the world of work
that I work in now,” she said. “I think it’s
pretty typical for people in many parts of the
United States not to really know what the
State Department is, versus if you grow up on
the East Coast, closer to Washington, D.C.”
Though she did not consider joining the
Foreign Service early on, Gersten said that
growing up in a diverse environment like
Tempe largely influenced her career path
and interests.
“It did affect me, in that I grew up on the
border with Mexico,” she said. “From the
time I was very young, I lived in a multicultural environment. Arizona is home to
many Native American groups, including
the Navajo nation ... That part was my first
experience with the broader diversity I came
to meet.”
With no foreign language or international
travel experience, Gersten said her worldview expanded considerably during her tour
of Europe at the age of 17, a graduation gift
from her parents.
“That’s where it all started, that was the crux
of it,” she said. “I went on this trip, and it was in
several countries in Europe ... and I came back
a completely changed person. I went back [to
Arizona], and I had this bug in me.”

Wanting to return to Europe, Gersten
entered into an undergraduate program at
University of Arizona, Tucson and began
to study Italian, Spanish and French.
Eventually, she decided to transfer to a
university in Italy.
“I was really passionate about this whole
experience, and I just went for it,” she said. “I
did a lot of intensive studying for two years to
get the three years’ worth of credits necessary
to enter as a freshman in Italy.”
Gersten then entered the University of
Pisa in Tuscany with first-year standing, later
transfering to the University of Venice as a
sophomore.
“[That was] one of the most enriching
experiences in my whole life,” she said.
“That really shaped me a lot — it was
more when I left Arizona that I experienced true multiculturalism.”
With a B.A. from the University of Venice,
Gersten returned to the U.S. to get her
M.A. from the University of Arizona, where
she began to teach. Gersten was then
selected to study as a Fulbright Scholar in
Czechoslovakia and, later, as a Daniel Boren
Fellow in Slovakia.
“I was in some very historical moments
[as a Fulbright Scholar], like in the square in
Prague when all the people were out there
calling [for] the end of the [communist]
regime,” she said. “That whole experience
has shaped me in ways in which I will never
forget. That’s really the power of exchange
programs — [and] one of the things that led
me into joining the Foreign Service because
I am technically an alumna of a U.S. government exchange program.”
Gersten then earned a Ph.D. from Arizona
State University, specializing in foreign language education and bilingualism, working
in academia for 13 years before joining the
Foreign Service, with the U.S. Information
Agency. She has since served as a diplomat in Washington, D.C., Tunis, Moscow,
Vladivostok, Bogota, Kabul and Riyadh.
“My job now is in public diplomacy and
what that ... [consists of is] communicating about American values, institutions and
policy,” she said.
Gersten attributed her knowledge of
languages to much of her work in the
Foreign Service sector. Speaking Spanish,
French, Italian, Czech, Slovak, German,
Russian and English, she has also dabbled
in Arabic and Hungarian.
“I did have some course work [in these
languages], but the only language in which I
had extensive instruction was Russian,” she
said. “With Italian, I had studied it in the university, but then I learned everything else by

Courtesy Bridget Gersten

U.S. Department of State Senior Fellow at The
Fletcher School Bridget Gersten has received several awards for her work in public diplomacy.
doing. It’s not like I took three years of French.
I just had [learned] a little French ... on my
own and plunged right in.”
Gersten, using her professional experience, is currently teaching a Fletcher
course called “U.S. Public Diplomacy”
on the history, rationale and strategy of
American diplomacy.
“I have chosen to teach a course ... as part
of my placement here,” she said. “That was a
way for me to pay back, in my own mind, the
university. My course is really based on giving my students practical examples of how
people-to-people diplomacy is conducted in
countries around the world.”
Gersten also described her experience at
The Fletcher School as a way to reengage
with the academic environment.
“Honestly, I am so impressed with the
faculty here,” she said. “We, as diplomats,
really come here to recharge our intellectual batteries because we are out in the
field, we are out in difficult, dangerous,
high-threat places.”
While Gersten is deeply engaged with
graduate students, she said she has also
been in touch with undergraduates through
the Career Center to share her knowledge.
“I am here to really be useful and helpful
to the community at Fletcher and Tufts,
[and] for that matter, on what it means
to be in international relations because...
[Tufts has] a lot of people interested in that
career path,” she said. “I have stepped into
the classroom to share insights and experiences that I’ve had through working as a
diplomat in all these different countries,”
she said.

Throwback Thursday

Courtesy Stephen Gilman

Students campaign for George H. W. Bush in October of 1988 before the presidential election.

Eva Batalla-Mann | Valuable Delusions

The
Greatest

Q

uite inexplicably, there have
been a few days in the past
couple of weeks that I have
woken up with Whitney
Houston’s “Greatest Love of
All”(1985) stuck in my head. I’ve maybe
heard that song once or twice, so this
really doesn’t make sense. And the part
that I always hear is that anthemic chorus that goes, “I decided long ago, never
to walk in anyone’s shadows” (please
sing it aloud for dramatic effect). The
other day I finally decided to sit down
and listen to the whole song because it
was slowly creeping into my psyche and
I had to know why.
I watched the music video and, despite
the big hair and undertones of suppressed
stage-mother memories (complete with a
Cissy Houston cameo), I was pleasantly
surprised with its message. I had never
actually listened to the song and always
assumed that it was about some guy in
a leather vest who she loves against her
better judgment. But no, it’s not. It’s all
about loving yourself and being proud of
yourself even in the face of failure. What
could be better? And why aren’t more
pop songs like that? This reminds me of a
quote from “High Fidelity” (2000), one of
my favorite movies. The audiophile main
character is thinking about all the songs
written about sorrow, heartache and loss,
and when reflecting on his adolescence
says, “Did I listen to pop music because I
was miserable or was I miserable because
I listened to pop music?”
I deduced that “The Greatest Love of
All” was speaking to me, and decided to
do some research. I learned that the song
was originally written for a biopic about
Muhammad Ali, which gave it a whole
new meaning. One of the writers wrote it
during her battle with breast cancer and
dedicated the lyrics to her strength and
the passing of that strength on to future
generations. Learning about something’s
context can really richen its significance.
I also am elated that an anthem of female
independence and strength was such a
chartopper. It might be time for another
one of those.
The other day I read an article about
how “Girls Just Want To Have Fun” (1985)
by Cyndi Lauper broke down social
barriers, creating a new normal, along
with the fad of people dying their hair
pink and trying to sing several octaves
above any range that can be heard by
humans. When the song first came out,
Lauper said it meant that girls could have
the same experience as men, and her
incorporation of multi-racial girls in the
music video was to show that everyone
is entitled to joy. Not that I don’t enjoy
the current use of euphemisms (“Enjoy
The Ride” (2013), anyone?) and overt codependence (“I Need Your Love” (2012)),
but I’m missing a balance. Where are the
songs that say that you are enough and
that everything will be ok even if you have
mellow Saturday night that you actually
remember? I’m sure they’re there, but I
wish they would be a little louder. I think
we each find our anthems for different
times throughout our lives. They come
to us and they help us feel our sadness or
happiness fully and without apology.
So when you wake up in the morning,
brain foggy and exhausted at the thought
of the day ahead, listen to the music that
comes to you. Because it might be just
the thing you need to get through all the
crazy. And if nothing comes, you can
write your own song or you can listen
to Whitney and she will readily remind
you that “learning to love yourself is the
greatest love of all.”
Eva Batalla-Mann is a sophomore majoring in peace and justice studies and community health. She can be reached at Eva.
Batalla_Mann@tufts.edu.
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The gallery endeavors to create a space that students from various areas of study can enjoy.

by

Tufts Art Gallery brings
contemporary pieces to Boston art scene

Lancy Downs

Daily Editorial Board

P

Alonso Nichols / Courtesy Tufts University Art Gallery

ublic art generally does not aim
to incite controversy — after all,
these sorts of open-area murals
and sculptures are usually installed
to visually enhance their surroundings and engage the community. However,
recently pieces on least two Boston-area
campuses, including Tufts, have accomplished just that. At Wellesley College, a statue
of a nearly naked sleepwalking man — part
of an exhibit at the school’s Davis Museum
— frightened and angered students, some
of whom even signed a petition calling for
its removal. Here at Tufts, the rather infamous ostrich sculpture, or “Autruche II,” was
recently removed due to incidents of vandalism that may have permanently damaged
the piece.
While these events have certainly garnered significant buzz, they speak to only one
aspect of visual art and gallery space at both
Tufts and other Boston-area schools. Indeed,
the Tufts University Art Gallery is rather multifaceted in scope, endeavoring to make art
at Tufts interdisciplinary and accessible to
the entire Tufts community. With a unexpectedly impressive permanent collection, a staff
dedicated to pursing innovative goals and a
unique position in the Boston art scene, Tufts’
art gallery offers the university a surprisingly
diverse cultural experience that goes beyond
a single attention-grabbing sculpture.
Logistical balancing act
To casual observers it may appear that
new exhibitions simply materialize in the
gallery every few months, but these smooth
transitions mask the lengthy and laborintensive curatorial process required to
bring a show to campus.
“At any point, we’re looking at planning two
years worth of exhibitions,” Amy Schlegel, the
director of galleries and collections, said.
Part of Schlegel’s responsibilities
includes thinking about the big picture
plan for the gallery.
“Amy will find the exhibitions, and once
she finds an exhibition and locks it in, the rest
of us have ... to actually bring it here and get
it up in the gallery,” Lissa Cramer, the exhibitions coordinator of the gallery, said.
As such, the gallery’s exhibitions reflect
the work of not just Schlegel, but her whole
department and oftentimes outside collaborators, such as Tufts professors and guest
curators. This coordination, though, can
involve more than just negotiating and cooperating with the curators themselves.
“We worked with the artist or the artist’s
representative to work out conditions that
we have to [comply with],” said Cramer the
of current exhibit on display in the gallery,
“Seeing Glacial Time: Climate Change in
the Arctic.” “Is there a loan fee? How [do] we
get it shipped here? [And] we have to work
within a budget.”
Fitting together all of these moving parts is
not an easy assignment, according to Cramer,
so during the planning process Cramer, who
acts as the project manager for this process,
has a complex and tricky role.
“She is the point of communication
between us and the artist, or us and the
lender or us and the printer,” said Schlegel.

“There’s a lot of back and forth.”
It’s easy to understand why the gallery
plans shows so far in advance. Coordinating
with artists, lenders and owners can take
months at a time, according to Cramer.
The various stipulations and complications do not stop once the pieces arrive at
Tufts. Gallery staff is still tasked with, among
other things, designing the plan for the exhibition, generating label and wall text, finding
just the right Plexiglas cover for particular
pieces and perfecting the lighting. With all of
these different elements in play at once, the
whole process of bringing an exhibition to
campus can feel like one long balancing act.
“We have all of these considerations [to
work out],” said Schlegel. “We’re constantly
[in the process] of doing this.”

An interdisciplinary approach
Once an exhibition is open, the gallery
staff also collaborates with professors and
students. Perhaps somewhat surprisingly, art
history faculty and majors do not necessarily top this list. Several professors from an
assortment of departments choose to bring
their classes to the gallery, utilizing artwork in
new and varied ways.
Generally, Schlegel and Cramer find that
classes tend to visit the gallery when the
exhibit has a direct tie to course material.
Contemporary art classes, for example, are
frequent visitors due to the high amount
of contemporary art featured in shows. But
what is rather unexpected about the Tufts Art
Gallery is the interdisciplinary nature of these
academic ties. Humanities classes are not the
only ones that consider exhibitions to be a
useful resource.
“This particular exhibition has been great
to make connections with climate change
environmental studies [courses] and with
earth and ocean sciences ... [and] with an
environmental chemistry course,” Schlegel
said.
Although the connections to science
or other fields of study might not be the
most obvious, Schlegel views them as an
important part of the gallery’s role in the
Tufts community.
“This is all about cultivating relationships with these faculty ... knowing what
courses they tend to teach,” said Schlegel.
“The tricky part is developing the exhibition idea ... without necessarily knowing yet
what those faculty will be teaching when
that exhibition is on view, so our timelines
are a little out of synch.”
The gallery is committed to this interdisciplinary approach to visual art because of
what Schlegel sees as its significant educational boon.
“There’s also an incredible educational
power that art can play,” said Schlegel. “I
think forming ... a different knowledge about
the world through vision and becoming
more informed and a better critical thinker
by understanding that images convey meaning — that they are coded — [is important]. There are skills that can be taught and
learned in deciphering these meanings.”
Alison Graham, a sophomore who works
as a visitor services ambassador in the gallery,
expressed a similar sentiment.
“I really appreciate when people come
in here and look at a piece and say, ‘Oh,
I’ve been there’ or ‘I’ve studied this,’” she

said. “It can change the way you think
about the work.”
The gallery’s interdisciplinary elements
also extend beyond academia.
“The gallery is an educational space and its
visual aesthetic is wonderful, but we are also
a fun place,” said Cramer. “There are times
that students have parties, which [makes for]
a fun atmosphere. There are times they do a
walkthrough ... I see students on our couches
doing work [in] a peaceful setting.”
Cramer and Schlegel take pride in the fact
that the gallery is a place that many community members can enjoy.
“[The exhibitions] appeal to everyone,”
said Cramer. “Even if maybe one show ... isn’t
particularly your taste, well, you’re in luck
because we are always changing.”
There is a difference, however, between
being audience-centered and creating crowdsourced exhibitions, and both Schlegel and
Cramer are highly cognizant of this distinction. They emphasize that the curricular connections are of fundamental importance.
“We do have an educational mandate,”
Schlegel said. “[Putting on crowd-sourced
exhibitions] is not our role ... We ... echo the
university’s larger mission.”
Tufts in the Boston arts scene
While the Tufts Art Gallery is undoubtedly geared toward the Tufts community, it
also is working to carve out its own place in
the Boston art world. Boston is replete with
world-class art museums and area colleges
also boast impressive collections. According
to Schlegel, the Tufts Art Gallery is comparable to the Rose Art Museum at Brandeis
University or the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s List Visual Arts Center.
Although the Tufts permanent collection features works by renowned artists
(including John Singer Sargent, Andy
Warhol, Grant Wood, Auguste Rodin and
Pablo Picasso), the gallery has focused
its energies on exhibitions. According to
Schlegel, this is a different approach from
the Harvard Art Museum’s, which emphasizes its rather vast collection.

“We have logistical and operational
hurdles making the collection more inaccessible here that certainly Harvard does
not have,” said Schlegel. “Consequently,
the exhibitions program has been the most
public face of our operations.”
While logistical issues may be inconvenient, they have not prevented the Tufts Art
Gallery from carving out its own identity.
“We have created a niche for ourselves in
[the] contemporary art landscape,” Schlegel
said. “We have more contemporary art here
than ever before, and we develop exhibitions that are socially relevant, that are idea
driven, that are timely ... I don’t see [this]
happening anywhere else in this area on a
consistent basis.”
Schlegel is proud of what the gallery has
done so far, but she also has big plans and
long term goals for the space’s future. She
would one day like to make the collection
more accessible to students via an educational center. Schlegel describes this space
as a “study storage room” that could accommodate small groups interested in examining
specific pieces.
Schlegel’s other goal, which would reflect
a more fundamental change, is to create
a museum on campus. This might require
finding a new donor to officially name the
space after, but Schlegel feels that this switch
would more accurately reflect the role the
gallery currently occupies.
Indeed, for Schlegel, even the word “museum” carried connotations that the term “gallery” simply does not.
“The word ‘gallery’ is misleading,” she said.
“It’s possibly one reason why visitation or
awareness is not higher than it ought to be.”
Schlegel and her staff are certainly ready
for a sizable and significant shift in the way
Tufts thinks about visual arts on campus.
All that remains to be seen is whether or
not the administration will support such
a decision. For her part, Schlegel feels that
the choice is obvious.
“There is no reason that a university of
Tufts’ caliber should not have a museum,”
she said.

Alonso Nichols / Courtesy Tufts University Art Gallery

Schlegel believes the gallery brings engaging contemporary art to both the Tufts community
and Boston.
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Bare Bodkin opens spring show ‘Twelfth Night’ Friday
Tufts students will perform outside for Tufts community
by

Drew Robertson

Daily Editorial Board

If you hear singing from the top of
Nathan Tufts Park near the Powder
House this weekend, do not be alarmed.
If you climb to the top of the hill, you
will find a group of Tufts students
performing Shakespeare. Bare Bodkin’s
production of “Twelfth Night” will be
opening Friday at 2 p.m. off campus.
For those who are unfamiliar with
“Twelfth Night,” which was written at
the turn of the 17th century by William
Shakespeare, it is a comedy full of
the hilarious misunderstanding and
love triangles that arise when two siblings are shipwrecked on the mysterious shore of Illyria. While the piece
is undoubtedly fun and whimsical on
the surface, director Allison Benko, a
junior, says she was also drawn to a
more serious side of the piece while
studying theater in London.
“I saw that there was all this imagery of decay in [“Twelfth Night”] and
that it wasn’t just this comedy — it
[also] has this big, strong bite,” Benko
said.
Thus, in directing the Tufts production, Benko hopes to strike a balance
between the lighter and darker sides of
the play, which, under her interpretation, conveys a split message: seize the

Aaron Donovan via Flickr Creative Commons

Director Allison Benko says, despite challenges, the outdoors setting of Nathan Tufts Park is well worth it.
day, because we’re all going to die.
“It’s a tremendously funny play, [so]
I’ve tried to put in a ton of humor, too,”

Courtesy Allison Benko

Adele McAllister composed original music to be included in ‘Twelfth Night.’

she said. “But there is also this element
of darkness.”
Musical elements help to weave
together both sides of “Twelfth Night.”
In fact, one of Benko’s goals for the
production has been to use music as
a way to explore some of the deeper
themes that initially caught her interest.
Yet though she always intended
to experiment sonically, the musical
aspects of the show have taken off
beyond her expectations. Cast member Adele McAllister, who plays Feste,
the jester or clown of “Twelfth Night,”
brought her music writing talents to the
production with transformative results.
The music included in the Bare Bodkin
production will feature McAllister’s
original work. With a bit of experience already under her belt — she has
adapted the works of J.R.R.Tolkien and
Robert Burns to music — McAllister, a
junior, was inspired by the songs given
to Feste in “Twelfth Night” and started
composing after receiving the part.
“I really like setting poetry texts to
music,” she said. “I started writing stuff
and [said], ‘Oh, we can use this!’ Beiko
has given me a really wonderful opportunity to set Shakespeare to music.
How could you ask for better words?”
Benko said she could not be more

TV Review

Artsy Nugget

Colbert addresses #CancelColbert with trademark satire
Earlier this week, Stephen Colbert
responded to the outrage that erupted
after an out-of-context quote from his
program was tweeted from Viacom’s
promotional Twitter account for “The
Colbert Report” (2005-present). Using

pleased with McAllister’s work and the
abilities of her “absurdly musically talented” cast.
“I really hit the jackpot,” she said.
The feeling is mutual. Tufts seniors
Adam Bangser and Julia Lyons, who
play lovers Sebastian and Olivia, are
also excited about the musical side of
“Twelfth Night.” According to Bangser,
the music “instills a sense of togetherness that you don’t normally get in a
straight play because ... we’re in all the
group numbers together.”
To Lyons, the songs are an integral
part of the show’s character.
“The music also puts [‘Twelfth
Night’] in a specific time and place,”
she said.
“Twelfth Night” will be performed
three times at the top of the hill in
Nathan Tufts Park. The performance
times are Friday, Saturday and Sunday
at 2 p.m., and audiences are encouraged to bring their own seating. In
the case of one performance being
cancelled due to rain, an extra show
will be performed on April 12 at 2 p.m.
in the park. If a second performance
is rained out, an indoor performance
will be given in Sophia Gordon Hall on
the April 12 at 8 p.m. All shows will be
free, non-ticketed events open to the
public.

his trademark irony to mock his critics
and distance himself from the tweet,
which Colbert asserted was not approved
by him, the host presented himself as in
control of an issue blown out of proportion by blogs and broadcast news.

The topic surfaced when the hashtag
#CancelColbert gained momentum
on Twitter last Thursday. A so-called
hashtag activist named Suey Park
attempted to frame Colbert as a racist
following the tweet, which mocked the
owner of the Washington Redskins and
the football team’s racist moniker.
In a segment called “Who’s Attacking
Me Now?” Colbert responded to critics
by sharing various news clips and listing
all of the websites and magazines that
helped #CancelColbert gain traction.
Lampooning the idea of trying to cancel
a television show for just a few out of
context words, Colbert, identifying himself as an Irish-American, sarcastically
urged his viewers to #CancelSwift — a
reference to author Jonathon Swift’s
satirical essay “A Modest Proposal”
(1729), which suggested that the poor
in Ireland might ease their economic
woes by selling their babies as food.
“The dark forces trying to silence my message of core conservative principles mixed
with youth-friendly product placement have
been thwarted,” Colbert declared to cheers
from the audience as he sipped a Bud
Lite Lime. Despite the uproar, it certainly
looks like Colbert has, once again, silenced
his detractors with his characteristic good
humor and irony.

Mike Browne via Flickr Creative Commons

Stephen Colbert delivered an on-air rebuttal to recent controversy.

—by Brendan Donohue

‘Rick and Morty’
characterized by
postmodernism
by

Christopher Garcia
Daily Staff Writer

Once upon a time in the 1980s, there
existed two well-loved characters — a
wacky scientist and his heartthrob teen-

Rick and Morty
Starring Justin Roiland, Chris Parnell,
Spencer Grammer
Airs Mondays at 10:30 p.m. on Cartoon Network

age sidekick — who starred in a trilogy of
blockbuster movies involving time travel,
high-school drama and hover boards.
Almost 30 years have passed since
then, but “Back to The Future” (1985)
still remains a nostalgic trip. In recent
decades, the stock characters of Marty
McFly (Michael J. Fox) and Doc Brown
(Christopher Lloyd) have been parodied
to various ends, the most recent of which
is animated Adult Swim series “Rick and
Morty” (2013-present). This newest project from “Community” (2009-present)
creator Dan Harmon features two characters oddly familiar to the duo from the
original Robert Zemeckis movie.
see RICK, page 7
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Nash Simpson | Throwblack Thursday

What’s Up This Weekend
Looking to make your weekend artsy?
Check out these events!
Diane Burko: Polar Investigations:
Artist Diane Burko, whose work is currently featured in the Tufts University Art
Gallery exhibit “Seeing Glacial Time,” will
be giving a presentation tonight that is
co-sponsored by the gallery and Tufts
Institute for the Environment. Burko’s talk
will include a discussion of her expeditions
to Antarctica and the Arctic Circle, as well
as works from those trips. (Tonight at 6
p.m. in the Alumnae Lounge. Admission
is free.)

Rangeelo Raas: Tufts Third Annual
Garba: The Hindu Students Council will be
hosting their third annual Rangeelo Raas,
which is a traditional folk dance of India.
The event will feature a live band, dancing
and Indian snacks. (Friday at 9:30 p.m. in
Dewick-MacPhie Hall. Admission is free.)
New Music Ensemble: Tufts’ New Music
Ensemble will be presenting a concert
tonight titled “On/Off Grid/Graph,” which
will include music using graphic scores and
grid systems, in addition to other pieces.
The concert will feature works by Leslie

Ross, Martin Bresnick and Kris Siy. (Tonight
at 8 p.m. in Distler Performance Hall.
Admission is free.)
Machine Fantasies Concert: This weekend’s Machine Fantasies workshop will
conclude with a concert Saturday night,
which will feature electroacoustic music
involving piano, electric guitar and more.
Performers at the concert will include John
McDonald, Eliot Bates and Christopher
Burns. (Saturday at 8 p.m. in Distler
Performance Hall. Admission is free.)
—compiled by the Daily Arts Department

‘Rick and Morty’ convention-bending series

RICK

continued from page 6

It goes without saying that “Rick and
Morty” is a parody of “Back to the Future”
at its most basic level, yet the show is so
much more than that. Although it utilizes the stock profiles of the mad scientist
and his sidekick, the tropes are reduced
to their very core and then transformed
into their own individual personalities.
Rick (Justin Roiland), the mad scientist,
is an alcoholic with a cold exterior —
though perhaps somewhere deep on the
inside he feels love. Morty (also Roiland)
is an awkward 14-year-old that is probably as distant from Fox’s character as
can be, even if they look similar. What
“Rick and Morty” manages to do best is
to take these two absurd characters into
even wackier adventures: You’re never
really quite sure what is going to happen
next.
This unpredictability can, at times,
make “Rick and Morty” a rip-roaringly
funny show, as the show seems to take
an almost a no-holds barred approach.
Serious topics such as feminism, alcoholism and divorce are lampooned alongside more conventional sources of comedy, such as toilet humor and references
to sexual acts. Some of the show’s best
moments come from a bizarre combination of lowbrow and highbrow humor;
parodies of both “Inception” (2010) and

Gage Skidmore via Flickr Creative commons

‘Community’ creator Dan Harmon refocuses comic efforts on self-referential ‘Rick and Morty.’
“Nightmare on Elm Street” (1984) have
been particular highlights. The show
even pokes fun at television itself, like
in a recent episode, “Rixty Minutes” —
an excellent and entirely self-referential
installment.
Whenever “Rick and Morty” becomes
meta — a concept that is starting to
lose its originality in this postmodern
era — it manages to do so in a way
that, for the most part, avoids groaninducing moments. Rather, “Rick and

Rachel Lovinger via Flickr Creative Commons

Chris Parnell stars on ‘Rick and Morty’ along with Sarah Chalke, Justin Roiland and
Spencer Grammer.

Morty” accomplishes self-reference
more indirectly.
In “Rixty Minutes,” Rick gets bored of
conventional Earth TV, so he invents a
machine that allows the family to tune
into the channels of every possible universe. When the channel surfing commences, Rick notes that television from
other dimensions seems to have a much
looser feel to it. The episode becomes
more and more ridiculous, and we get a
sense of the absurd, improvised nature of
the short television bits.
However, not all of “Rick and Morty”
reaches the same high notes. Throughout
much of the season, the show endeavors
to maintain a status quo: It seems that no
matter what happens in the episode —
much like other conventional cartoons
— everything will be fine when the credits roll. This is a mechanism that detracts
from the overall quality, especially when
you consider how unconventional the rest
of the series is. This grievance, though,
is being addressed more frequently, as
actions from earlier episodes are starting
to have real consequences.
“Rick and Morty” is poised to leap
headfirst into bold new territory, with
two episodes remaining in the first season, and a second one in the works. It
still hasn’t hit perfection, but if it is able
to make certain adjustments, it might be
on the right road — though where they’re
going, they might not need roads.

Top Ten | Things found in every Wes Anderson movie
Wes Anderson’s most recent release,
“The Grand Budapest Hotel” has been
lauded as his masterpiece, so, naturally,
he is more topical and hip than ever. But
what makes a Wes Anderson movie so
great? With this question in mind, the
Daily Arts Department proudly presents:
“One Gazette’s Quintessential Bulletin
of Wesley Wales Anderson,” narrated by
Alec Baldwin.
10) A vaguely ethnic unknown:
Preferably under 17, with interesting teeth
and a bizarre and compelling backstory.
Oh, and they should probably be able to
act, too.
9) Meticulous fonts: You’ll never be
able to look at Futura without seeing it
plastered on the side of a rose colored
two-story school bus or projected, perfectly centered, on a grimy but charming
apartment building.
8) Jokes that aren’t jokes: It’s okay
if you don’t get them. No one does,
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really. Just look over at the kid with the
handlebar mustache or the girl rocking
serious bangs in the theater and laugh
when they do.
7) A precocious adolescent with an
unrequited love: They say heady things
that adults don’t understand, make tiny
lists, have bizarre after-school business
ventures, make unlikely friendships with
crotchety and wounded adults and, ultimately, lust after somebody they will
never get.
6) Timeless fashion: We don’t mean
figuratively. Like, literally, it’s impossible to tell whether that coat is from
1920 or if it was featured in Prada’s
2014 spring collection.
5) Book within a book within a
movie within a song within a crossstitch embroidery: Christopher Nolan
totally stole the idea for “Inception”
(2010) from “The Life Aquatic with Steve
Zissou” (2004).

4) Corduroy record player: You know,
so you can play your Rolling Stones
records on it to impress your immortal beloved: your boyfriend’s boyfriend’s
dad’s biographer.
3) Thinly veiled real-world settings:
Listen, Wes, we all know that “The
Royal Tenenbaums” (2001) is set in
Manhattan! You can’t just change all
the names of the buildings and streets
and expect us to be impressed.
2) Apathetic toddler: This little tike
will secretly smoke off-brand cigarettes
and contemplate oblivion all while being
changed by Angelica Houston.
1) Bill Murray: In Pabst Blue Ribbon
shorts. Playing golf. Humming a French
pop song. Drinking whiskey. Smoking a
hand-rolled cigarette.

—compiled by the Daily Arts Department

I guess
that was
it

F

inally, I’ve done it! I’ve finally
watched “12 Years A Slave” (2013).
Will I ever do it again? We’ll see.
Do I want to? Certainly not. Let
me explain.
I watched the winner of this year’s
Best Picture Academy Award several
months too late, after all the media
buzz had fizzled away. The funny thing
about my waiting so long is that I actually really wanted to see the movie
since its release, but I was never able
to find the perfect moment to do so.
You know those movies that you think
are so good that you don’t want to
watch them for the sake of avoiding
that “Man, that was awesome, but it’s
too bad that I’ve already seen it now”
feeling? Well, that’s exactly what happened to me. “12 Years A Slave” was
just about to join the ranks of movies
that are too good for me to watch — a
“The Godfather” (1972), “Malcolm X”
(1992) and “Monty Python and the
Holy Grail” (1975) — when I randomly
made a decision to buckle down and
watch it.
Before I started the movie, I ensured
that absolutely everything in the room
was just right. I tilted the television
to an optimal angle, I adjusted the
temperature to just-the-right-level-oflukewarm, I prepared a flawless bowl
of popcorn with no kernels, I gathered a nest of pillows and I wrapped
myself up in a blanket so soft that I
swear it had fallen straight down from
a passing cloud. At last, I was ready to
experience what everyone had been
talking about — the wonderment, the
emotional turmoil, the gripping imagery, the stunning acting. I took a deep
breath and pressed play.
Then, just like that, it was over.
What? Was that it? Wow. It sucked. To
be fair, I may have been judging the
movie based on the wrong criteria. I
happened to be expecting to see a film
that would pull me into the bowels
of an intriguing biographical narrative, portraying the experience of protagonist Solomon Northup’s (Chiwetel
Ejiofor) seemingly endless suffering in
the midst of a dehumanizing institution perpetuated by slave masters, kidnappers and bystanders alike. I wanted
to see a movie so good that I’d even
forget that it was a movie.
Instead what I got was a forced amalgamation of scattered scenes with missing transitions and other annoying cinematic issues. I kept searching for a
character to sympathize with, and I
never knew quite which emotion to feel.
Furthermore, the film lacked a cohesive
storyline. I grew so disconnected from it
that I couldn’t even properly empathize
during scenes that accurately depicted
physical suffering. I just wondered why
those things were happening in the
first place, since often times they didn’t
really seem to fit into the supposed narrative. Furthermore, the motives of the
perpetrators were usually vague and
unclear. And as for the painfully awkward ending ... I can’t even.
Oh, well. Just a swing and a miss,
I thought. But then I suddenly came
to terms with a sad reality. “Django
Unchained” (2012) which I like to jokingly describe as “the best made bad
movie ever made” was, even with all its
flaws, a far better film than “12 Years
A Slave.” Hands down. Then I realized
an even sadder reality: that “Django
Unchained” was the only prominent
film I could think of to compare to “12
Years A Slave.”
There are, however, often-overlooked
and well-executed films that tell the
story of slaves. Be sure to watch Haile
Gerima’s 1993 film “Sankofa,” a well
constructed, well-written and realistic slave narrative that highlights the
realities of antebellum slavery and is
both mentally and emotionally engaging. You can skip “12 Years A Slave.”

Nash Simpson is a senior majoring in
English. He can be reached at Nash.
Simpson@tufts.edu.
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Editorial

McCutcheon decision devastates campaign
finance law
The United States Supreme Court yesterday chipped away further at campaign
finance regulations and solidified its stance
that political donations are equivalent to
political speech, allowing individuals to
donate more money to candidates and
parties in an election cycle. The court’s
opinion dangerously props the floodgates
open even wider for money to influence
federal elections less than seven months
away from the 2014 midterm election.
The court struck down the Federal
Election Commission’s $48,600 limit on
the total amount of money an individual
can give to candidates collectively and its
$74,600 limit on the total an individual can
give to parties or PACs in an election cycle.
While the court left the central regulations
regarding donations to individual candidates in place, it has all but gutted the
electoral reforms enacted post-Watergate
via its rulings in Citizens United v. FEC
(2010) and now in McCutcheon v. FEC.

Counterintuitively, the McCutcheon
ruling will likely bring some of the soft
money funneled through Super PACs after
2010 back into the national party structure, empowering party leaders and tying
them directly to big donors. By opening
the door on unlimited direct contributions
to national parties, the ruling benefits big
donors the most. The ultra-wealthy can
now bypass the shadowy PAC system and
directly influence party leaders, ensuring
their interests are more than represented.
In his majority opinion, Chief Justice
John Roberts argued only preventing the
explicit corruption of politicians is a sufficient public interest for restricting political contributions corruption, not ensuring
the integrity of government institutions or
leveling the political playing field.
Clearly, the time has come for a constitutional amendment process aimed at
reforming campaign finance to begin. The
Roberts court has cemented its stance

that money is speech, and the individual candidate limit may be the next to
fall. According to a June 2013 Gallup poll,
nearly 79 percent of Americans would
support limiting a congressional candidate’s fundraising and spending capabilities. The stance is effectively universal
across demographic categories.
Senators Tom Udall, Michael Bennet
and Jon Tester have proposed a constitutional amendment to regulate the flow
of money into electoral campaigns. With
so much money betting against such an
amendment, however, it’s unlikely one
would come from Congress without significant external pressure. Americans
should get behind a push for an amendment and reclaim the democracy from
the highest bidder. With no help coming
from the Roberts court, it is time for the
American public to take democracy into
its own hands and give it back to the
people.
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U.S. needs to end system of tipping wait staff
by

Walker Edwards

The Daily Nebraskan

Wait staff, baristas, bartenders and
servers of all kinds are the unsung
heroes of the food service industry. They
deal with every sort of customer all day
long. They are the ones who give us our
lattes when we can barely function the
morning of a big test. They give us greasy
delicious diner food when we’re hungover. They keep the wheels of American
industry going by serving us food at
all hours of the day. Without them, we
would be hungry, exhausted and decaffeinated. We should cherish food service
workers, but we shouldn’t tip them.
Tipping would be great if it was a
rare experience. Something you only
did when the service was extraordinary.
But we’re expected to tip every time
we go out, and in an increasing variety
of places. We’re encouraged to tip our
baristas in coffee shops, wait staff in
buffets and even the staff in the serveyourself frozen yogurt joint. How much
should you tip the barista who just
hands you a mug for you to pour your
own coffee into? How much should you
tip someone in a serve-yourself restaurant? Should it be the same as in a sitdown place?

All this tipping creates a feedback
loop where we as consumers are supposed to pay part of wait staffs’ wages.
Under Federal law, restaurants are only
required to pay $2.13 an hour as long as
the tips received equal at least minimum
wage. This leaves consumers to make up
the rest of the employee’s salary, instead
of the restaurant.
But tips are volatile. One day you
could be making far more than minimum wage, the next you could be barely
scrapping by. Tips are dictated by a score
of other factors that have nothing to do
with service. Michael Lynn, a Cornell
University professor, has compiled a
number of reports on Tipping Expert.
According to his work, waitresses
who are considered pretty are tipped
more regardless of the quality of service.
Nothing against beautiful waitresses,
but should they make more in tips just
because they’re considered conventionally pretty?
The demographics of the person tipping also influences tip regardless of
service. Atheists and Jews on average tip
more than Christians. Would it be okay
for wait staff to pay more attention to
their atheist customers because they
believed this would lead to more tips
and thus more income?

In fact, perceived quality of service
affects very little of the actual amount
we tip. In a review of more than 2,000
dinner parties, service explained only
about a two percent variation. If the
point of tipping is pay for hard work,
and tipping isn’t an accurate measure of
that work, why should we tip in the first
place? Isn’t there a better option?
Of course. Tipping is almost solely an
American institution. Much of the rest
of the world has a much better option.
Namely they pay their workers better —
a living and effective wage. Workers are
recognized as being a vital part of the service system. And if you look closely, this is
how most service industries are paid.
You don’t tip doctors or professors
because we recognize that they provide a
vital service to the economy. If you were
to tip a professor it could be construed as
a type of bribery. You definitely don’t tip
a doctor after an examination. We should
extend wait staff the same courtesy and
respect their work. We shouldn’t force
them to work under the shifty work environment that tipping can create. They
deserve to have their work respected and
properly compensated.
Plus it would save you the horror of
having to do math after three cocktails
and an appetizer.
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Correction
The March 31 TCU Senate Update incorrectly stated the amount of money allocated to ALLIES and Tufts Robotic Sail Team.
ALLIES received $333 for its first request instead of $444, and Tufts Robotic Sail Team received $951 instead of $95. The Daily
apologizes for this error.
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Putin tries to turn Russia into a mean,
green, Olympic-winning machine
by

Alex Meyer

The Daily Cougar

President Vladimir Putin has
announced that he will be using the
leftover cash from the Sochi Olympics
to revamp an old Soviet fitness regime
— one in which Russians swim, run,
jump and hike to prove themselves
worthy of defending their nation.
Suddenly, my Pilates class feels
inadequate.
Putin announced on March 24 that
the program — known by the initials
GTO, short for a Russian phrase that
translates to “Ready for Labor and
Defense” — will “pay homage to (the)
national historical traditions.”
These traditions involved a nearly
century-old Stalinist system that was
based on physical evaluations and
training programs for all age groups.
It lasted from 1931 until the 1991 fall
of the U.S.S.R. The regime’s all-around
physical development of the individual included exercises like pull-ups,
rope climbing, skiing — and dummy
grenade throwing.
Those who excelled in these fields
were given silver or gold badges to
prominently display for the public
eye. The participants who excelled
repeatedly over the years were awarded the Badge of Honor.
It sounds like Sochi part two, specifically tailored to Russians and
Russians only. In Putin’s words,
according to Reuters, “the Olympics
and Paralympics have demonstrated
that we are again becoming one of
the leaders in global sports,” in reference to the 2014 Russian athletes’ 33
Olympic medals.
While the former program was engineered as a war effort, this resurrected
version is being labeled as a collection of tests that will “rear active and
healthy generations” for Russia. And
yet Putin’s desire to strengthen the
country is quite timely, considering

the nation’s contentious accession of
Crimea.
In an interview with ITAR-TASS
News Agency’s Alexandrova Lyudmila,
Krasnoyarsk Territory Gov. Lev
Kuznetsov said, “there should be no
compulsion. We must try to create a
situation where people will be eager
to do sports.”
It seems that in order to do so, Putin
has taken to celebrity endorsement;
he first announced his decision about
GTO last year in Moscow with action
film star Steven Seagal at his side.
According to the Washington Post,
Seagal “retains celebrity among the
oligarch class” and was there in support of Putin’s plan for Russians
“to stand up for themselves, their
family and, in the final run, the
Fatherland.”
The Telegraph reports that Vitaly
Mutko, Russia’s sports minister, said
his agency “would work to introduce the physical training standards
nationwide by 2016.” The new GTO
will begin this September, starting
with 6- to 11-year-olds.
The president has ordered annual
reports of its progress for himself and
for the public, confident that the initiative will be a great success. As Putin
is an avid fitness buff, it’s no surprise
his government had been discussing
“how to attract the vast majority of
our citizens to take part in regular
physical training.”
And the Russian populace is apparently in support of this project, just as
large majorities have been in support
of absorbing Crimea into the country’s borders.
From an evolutionary perspective,
Russia’s victory at the Olympics seems
to have been the impetus for Putin to
encourage a “survival of the fittest”
mentality among his citizens. But for
those outside his borders, it poses a
threat to one of the most celebrated
events in world history.

Wikimedia Commons / Presidential Press and Information
Office

Every four years, people from all
corners of the Earth support their
respective Olympians in the competition of a lifetime. However, if the
GTO is promoting Olympian expertise
among an entire population, which
its description suggests, it lessens the
prestige of the actual Olympic games.
Russians are said to be athletic
already. They don’t need government
motivation to walk in the footpath
of gold medalists. It invalidates the
perseverance and discipline of those
remarkable beings that do it by the
force of their own willpower.
So while the torch goes to “the
Fatherland” in this round, a grander
plan is under way — one that envisions Putin’s Russia as the greatest
player on the world stage. The exact
details of this plan, however, are up
for debate.
In light of this, I think I’ll take up
yoga. In fact, that should be included
in the GTO. Maybe it would help ease
Crimean tensions.

Off the Hill | University of Denver

Ban “bossy” needed for female leadership
by

Naomi Forman
The Clarion

“Sticks and stones may break my
bones, but words will never hurt me.”
We all know this is nothing more than
bull spit. They may look or sound like
just collections of letters, but words
shape our realities. Whether their
intent is inspirational, intimidating
or isolating, words are influential.
It is essential we reexamine our use
of language and think critically of
its tangible impact. Analyzing and
demonstrating self-reflexivity for our
own language use and the use of
those seemingly insignificant words
has now become a pressing matter of
social justice.
Who knew the impact one individual letter in the alphabet could
have. And of all letters to hold significance it is “y,” that indecisive and
rather fickle one. So significant it
could change the face of government
and business. When these two penstrokes are attached to the less than
threatening word “boss,” it takes on
a whole new meaning. A meaning
that many believe is telling young
girls and women to stay silent, not
be assertive and fear judgment when
pursuing leadership. So there’s a ban
on bossy.
The Ban Bossy campaign was
launched by Facebook COO Sheryl
Sandberg and now has the support of
Michelle Obama, Condoleezza Rice,
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Girl Scouts of America CEO Anna
Maria Chavéz, Jane Lynch, Jennifer
Garner and Beyoncé. Their televised campaign advertisement presents statistics on the disparity
between leadership among young
males and females and concludes
with Beyoncé making the affirming
statement, “I’m not bossy. I’m the
boss.” Their mission is to end the
intimidation and labeling that leads
to a suppression of female leadership. Their website boasts many infographics which state facts such as
that between elementary school and
high school girls’ self-esteem drops
3.5 times more than boys’ and that
girls are twice as likely to worry about
being judged as bossy when in leadership roles. The impact of this is
reflected in national statistics that
demonstrate the lack of female presence in our leadership. Women compose only 19 percent of U.S. Congress
and a meager five percent of Fortune
1,000 CEOs.
Some, however, question this correlation or the validity and effectiveness of this campaign. A primary point
contested in a March 25 Huffington
Post article was the purpose of using
the word “bossy.” BJ Gallagher, a sociologist, wrote that “bossy” refers to a
negative style of leadership and that
replacing the adjective “bossy” for
“having leadership potential” would
be unproductive. Leadership skills
should certainly not be mistaken and

labeled as “bossy,” but Gallagher recognizes that identification of genuine
“bossy” behavior is a positive occurrence. In her words, “If someone calls
you ‘bossy,’ they are telling you that
your behavior is off-putting.” From
this people can take constructive
steps towards employing more effective forms of leadership.
This negativity is refuted through
emphasizing the grander goal to recognize the significance of language,
demonstrate the impact of labeling
and increase our consideration of
word choice. Whoever the subject
and whatever the word, labels hold
a tangible impact within the lives of
individuals and influence the trends
of our society. As is argued, a ban
may not be sensible, as these words
serve a purpose within social dynamics and socialization of individuals. However, it is through replacing
their use as judgmental expressions
of labeling for appropriate purposes
that will be successful. We need to
utilize a language of consideration
and empowerment.
Though it is all too easy to recognize
the significance of words when directed
towards us, it is personal awareness that
can be challenging to cultivate. We need
to be a conscientious community. Being
an ounce more aware, an ounce more
considerate and critical could lend itself
a long way to changing perspectives.
Be a boss at banning ignorance and
inequality through language.

Fencing
with the
next Inigo
Ever since last October, when seeing
Mandy Patinkin (you know, “Hello. My
name is Inigo Montoya...”) in concert
rekindled my love for romance, swordplay
and mustaches, I’d been dying to fence.
Really, I had been dying to either fence or
save a mistress, but fencing sounded safer.
I asked Chandler Coble, my friend, coworker and fierce-fencing guru, if she’d be
willing to teach me and she agreed. Maybe
it was the suave new facial hair festering
on my upper lip that convinced her.
Chandler and I met in Jackson Gym to
fence. And by “to fence,” let me be clear,
I mean “to humiliate myself,” in all likelihood blinding the Tufts fencing squad in
the process. Luckily, nothing of the sort
happened, and I even learned a lot about
fencing (and mustaches) in the process.
Fencing rule number one: you cannot
fence in pajama pants and Birkenstocks.
I had anticipated wearing my typical
getup, but, apparently, that would have
been “not suitable at all.” So, I arrived in
long socks, sneakers, athletic shorts and
a filthy exercise shirt. Our first formal lesson came in the gym’s basement, where
Chandler dressed me in spare fencing
gear. The off-white pants were a bit too
small and the faceless helmet a bit too big,
but the lesson fit just right. I felt empowered in my new suit.
Fencing rule number two: everyone (or
was it no one?) looks sexy in fencing gear.
After we had taken care of my dress, our
attention turned to what I consider the
second most important part of fencing
(second to the mustache): the sword.
Fencing rule number three: there are
three types of swords, but it’s all very confusing.
I quickly learned that the three fencing
weapons are the foil, sabre and épée. But
really, I learned that hardly anything physically distinguishes the swords from each
other. Any fencer would likely disagree,
but I’m not any fencer. What distinguishes the swords, rather, is the set of rules
applied to each one. For example, the foil
can’t target the arms or legs while the épée
can. Chandler and I then each took an
épée and began the more advanced lessons upstairs.
Fencing rule number four: there are
seven more varieties of parry than I
thought there were.
How many maneuvers can you think of
to avoid being stabbed? I could only think
of a few, three namely: duck left, duck right
and run away. Fortunately, after Chandler
showed me footwork too complicated to
describe here and attacks too gruesome
to recount, she opened my mind to the
expansive world of parries. Learning to
defend myself may have been the most
valuable of Chandler’s lessons. If only I
could do it well.
Fencing rule number six: Chandler is
too nice.
  	 We were then ready to fence. Again,
just to be clear, by “fence” I mean “humiliate myself.” She could have dominated
me easily, but instead, humoring me, she
toyed with my newfound skills. She then
dominated me anyway. It would have been
a shutout but for a single hit when I accidentally poked her thigh. It was a proud
moment, despite my lack of intention.
Have I learned much about fencing?
Some, but nothing I couldn’t have learned
from Wikipedia. What I really learned was
more about Chandler, a friend, and my
own inability to wave a sword about menacingly. It’s a day I’ll enjoy remembering
every time I sit down to re-watch “The
Princess Bride” (1987). Even though I’ll
never be Inigo Montoya, I know some day
Chandler will. I can hear it now: “Hello. My
name is Chandler Coble. You sought my
teachings. Prepare to fence.”
Adam Kaminski is a freshman who has yet
to declare a major. He can be reached at
adam.kaminski@tufts.edu

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Getting into South Harmon Institute of Technology.

Late Night at the Daily

Wednesday’s Solution

Caroline: “I put Monoco’s head on the leotard but
now he won’t fit in this field of cats.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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Housing

-

-

4 bedrooms - $3,000
Located on Boston Avenue (corner of
Bellvue Ave & across from Wren Hall).
4 bed/1 bath apartment. New modern
eat-in kitchen with full size refrigerator,
dishwasher & gas stove. Hardwood
floor throughout apartment. 2 off
street parking spaces included. Non
Coin-op Laundry in basement. NO
FEE, $3,000. Avail 6/1/14 Call Angela617-852-2215 or e-mail: angelam@
kssrealtypartners.com.

15

Sports
-

-

-

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Aaron Leibowitz | The Fan

Slaying
Goliath

D

Courtesy Paul Glickman

The men’s tennis team split its weekend matches, beating Wesleyan 8-1 after losing to Amherst, 9-0.

Tufts splits weekend matches, beats Wesleyan after
loss to Amherst
MEN’S TENNIS

continued from back

However, it was in singles play where
Tufts asserted its dominance, winning
all six of its matches, with four of the
victories coming in just two sets.
The
two
close
three-setters
belonged to Telkedzhiev, who won at
No. 1 singles 6-3, 6-7(3-7), 11-9, and
Ladwig, who won at No. 6 singles 5-7,
6-4, 10-6.
Tan also played a close match, but
was able to pull out a 6-4, 7-5 win at No.
4 singles. Jacobson (7-5, 6-1), Blau (6-4,
6-0) and Wong (6-1, 6-2) all won their
matches in convincing fashion.
“Clinching the match against Wesleyan
this year was an extremely special
moment after the 5-4 loss last season,”
Jacobson said. “Sticking to the process is
going to yield the team big results.”
On Saturday, Tufts was on the other side
of the blowout in its 9-0 loss to Amherst.

Saturday saw the doubles portion
of the match against Amherst played
inside due to inclement weather, but
the singles portion began and finished outside on the Voute Courts.
The Lord Jeffs took an early lead
by going up 3-0 in doubles play.
Telkedzhiev and Tan gave Amherst its
toughest test in double play, as the
duo lost by a score of 8-6. Although
the Jumbos were not able to pull out
any wins in the singles portion, the
matches were a lot closer than the
score indicated.
Freshman Kevin Kelly was the one
Jumbo to push his Lord Jeff opponent to
three sets, as Kelly won the second set
before eventually falling, 6-3, 3-6, (4-10).
“Coming off Amherst was tough, but
we knew that we played well and had
competitive matches that weren’t necessarily displayed by the score,” Blau said.
Ladwig noted that the match against

Amherst, while a loss, was a great display of the level of competitiveness
that the team hopes to bring this year
to the courts.
“Our match was definitely challenging since they are one of the top teams
in the nation,” he said. “However, I’ve
been on the team for four years and
have never seen a Tufts team compete
as strongly against Amherst as we did
this year.”
At the end of the weekend, the
Jumbos had moved to 4-3 on the season and 1-2 in the NESCAC, but look
to be playing stronger tennis as a
team as they move into the middle of
their season.
“We created an environment where
we were all just bouncing positive
energy off of one another, which was
a very cool thing to be apart of,”
Jacobson said. “That made a huge difference for us.”

Doubles wins propel Tufts past Wellesley
WOMEN’S TENNIS
continued from back

and senior Emma Lewis. Bowman and
Baum pushed Likhanskaia and Lewis,
who have won six of their 10 doubles
matches together, to 8-6.
“Shelci and Jacqueline played some
of the best doubles I’ve seen all year,
but the other team stepped it up a bit
more at the very end,” Bayard said.
Meanwhile, Bowman dropped just
six games in four sets at No. 4 singles,

sweeping aside Bowdoin freshman
Samantha Stalder, 6-2, 6-2. Calabro was
the only other Jumbo to win in singles
play, beating Likhanskaia, 6-0, 7-5.
With the loss to Bowdoin, Tufts moves
to 0-1 in the NESCAC, and will rely on
its lone captain, Gann, as the team
begins to navigate conference play.
“Sam’s ability to truly be focused
and have the same intensity for every
single point in matches and practices is always inspirational for others,”

Bayard said.
With a tough three weeks of play
remaining in the regular season, Bayard
is confident that the team will only get
better with each game.
“We had very tough competition, [but]
I believe that all of those matches against
great teams will only help us moving forward,” Bayard said. “I was proud of how the
team fought, [and] I know we’ll get more
mentally tough as the season progresses.”

Tufts builds momentum heading into Nationals qualifier
SAILING CO-ED

continued from back

ership on the team, which features
19 seniors, will undoubtedly help
the underclassmen sailors to develop
and become the team leaders as the
season progresses.
“A lot of [the learning] comes in
practice, so we try to help them as
much as we can,” Ruiz-Ramon said.
“We really encourage [the underclassmen] to ask us what we’re doing.”
“Having the experience, you can

give a lot of advice to younger sailors and really help them learn what
to expect from upper level regattas,”
Grasberger added.
The second-place finish came a
week after the Jumbos came in fourth
out of nine teams at the Jan T. Friis
Intersectional Regatta at Harvard. The
team’s improvement is a good sign
going into the New England Team
Racing Championships next week in
Connecticut.
“This weekend was our best week-

end of the spring season so far,” RuizRamon said. “We beat all the other
New England teams ... which is a really
good sign going into the New England
[Team Racing] Championships next
weekend, which is the qualifier for
Nationals.”
The second-place finish this past
weekend is the highest-place finish
that Tufts has earned in the spring season, and the team appears to peaking
at the right time heading into its most
important stretch of the semester.

o you like a good underdog story?
David slaying Goliath? The Sox taking down the Yanks? Mercer stunning Duke?
If you do, then you must know who to
root for in one of the most lopsided battles
in sports history: Northwestern football vs.
the NCAA.
Since I last wrote on this topic two months
ago, the Wildcats pulled off a truly remarkable
upset: The National Labor Relations Board
determined that the Northwestern football
players are workers.
Not that they can apply to be workers. Not
that they can pretend to be workers. That they
are workers.
Don’t pop the champagne just yet. Yes, this
is a major victory for college athletes, and yes,
it’s a massive plot twist in the “student-athlete”
fairytale that fuels the NCAA. But if you think
the NCAA won’t fight this tooth and nail — if
you think Mark Emmert won’t breathe fire
and destroy the Earth if that’s what it takes to
maintain his athletes’ amateur status — then
you just don’t know the NCAA.
While there is a thorny road ahead for Kain
Colter and his teammates as they attempt
to form the first union for college athletes,
the arguments against unionization are
unconvincing. Here’s what they boil down to:
“Change scary. Unions bad.”
“Nobody disputes college football players
deserve scholarship guarantees, more flexibility to transfer, lifetime medical coverage for
injuries suffered on scholarship and, yes, stipends to supplement college’s hidden costs,”
writes David Haugh of the Chicago Tribune.
“Nobody disagrees that the NCAA needs to
be less tone deaf, more inclusive and respond
immediately to the unrest reflected by the
commotion Colter caused.”
I’ll tell you who disagrees: the NCAA. That’s
exactly why we’re here in the first place. Labor
movements arise when workers are being
treated unfairly and employers refuse to make
concessions. Don’t try to tell me that, if only
the athletes would quit causing such a hullabaloo and simply ask nicely for, oh, you know,
some basic freedoms, this whole thing would
be resolved. That’s not how change happens.
Not in a David vs. Goliath battle.
This is about much more than a few angry
football players. It’s about workers’ rights, for
one. Northwestern University is currently
leading the appeals process against the players because, as Edge of Sports’ Dave Zirin
points out, “They are afraid that if the football players can unionize, then the graduate
teachers, the custodial staff, the work-study
students and the cafeteria workers will all say,
‘If they can be a recognized union, then why
not us?’”
It’s also about racial justice. Over half of
Div. I football and men’s basketball players are
black, and it’s no coincidence that the athletes
in those two sports are most heavily exploited.
As Taylor Branch explains in his groundbreaking piece for The Atlantic: “To survey the scene
— corporations and universities enriching
themselves on the backs of uncompensated
young men, whose status as ‘student-athletes’
deprives them of the right to due process
guaranteed by the Constitution — is to catch
the unmistakable whiff of the plantation.”
I’m not naive enough to think the NLRB
ruling will lead in a straight line to better conditions for big-time college athletes. Inevitably,
unionization will create dozens of tough questions. But there is no viable alternative.
When questions arise, the two sides can
battle it out. At least in that scenario, the athletes have a seat at the table. They might even
get a slice of the pie.
So you know what? Take out the champagne. Sip to celebrate Northwestern football’s inspiring achievements so far. Save the
rest for when Goliath is finally slain.

Aaron Leibowitz is a senior who is majoring in American studies. He can be reached
at Aaron.Leibowitz@tufts.edu.
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Women’s Tennis

Tufts splits games against Bowdoin, Wellesley
by

Alison Kuah

Daily Editorial Board

The No. 18 women’s tennis team
recovered from a 7-2 weekend loss to
No. 7-conference-foe Bowdoin, topping
local-rival Wellesley, 6-3, on Tuesday
afternoon. The Jumbos move to 0-1 in
the conference and 4-5 overall (2-4 in
spring play).
The singles matches were split
between Tufts and its opponents, with
Tufts winning two of six against Bowdoin
and splitting the singles wins evenly
with Wellesley.
While Tufts dropped all three doubles matches to start against Bowdoin
over the weekend, the opposite was true
against Wellesley, with Tufts sealing all
three doubles victories.
Sticking with the same doubles
lineup as she had against Bowdoin,
head coach Kate Bayard played freshman Alexa Meltzer and senior captain
Samantha Gann at the No. 2 doubles
spot, and the freshmen duo of Conner
Calabro and Chelsea Hayashi at the No.
3 doubles against Wellesley. With both
pairings notching easy wins, 8-4 and
8-3, respectively, the Jumbos appeared
to have found their groove in the doubles game.
“[Against Wellesley] we did a good job
taking opportunities, being gutsy and
just playing aggressive, solid doubles,”
Gann said. “That feeling of going up
after doubles, whether it be by 2-1 or
3-0, really sets the tone for the rest of the
matches.”
At the No. 1 doubles spot, senior Shelci
Bowman and freshman Jacqueline Baum
played in the closest-fought doubles
matchup of the day, eventually edging
past their opponents, junior Sojung Lee
and freshman Carina Chen in a tiebreak,
9-8 (8-6).
Despite these significant strides,
Bayard emphasized that the team
needs to keep working to improve its
doubles game.
“We are certainly becoming more
aggressive at net and putting more pressure on the other teams, but we still need
to work on [our doubles play],” Bayard
told the Daily in an email. “We need to
be able to capitalize more effectively
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The women’s tennis team recovered from a weekend loss to Bowdoin, 7-2, to beat Wellesley
on Tuesday, 6-3.
when we have offensive opportunities any points,” Gann said. “We’ll definitely
— to work on being able to execute our be taking that intensity to the rest of the
put-away shots better and play the pres- matches going forward.”
Against Bowdoin, Tufts started out
sure points with more confidence.”
At the same time, Tufts’ successes in the strong, but the inexperience of some of
the younger players on the team showed,
singles game should not be overlooked.
Despite going 3-3 in singles against especially when the matches came down
Wellesley, all three losses saw Tufts to the wire.
“We started out really strong in the
push its opponents to the limit. Gann,
who led the team in the No.1 singles doubles, but Bowdoin upped [its] level
match, suffered a close loss to Lee, 6-4, [of play] throughout the course of the
3-6, 10-5. Meltzer and Baum both took pro-sets,” Bayard said in an email to the
their matches to a third set tiebreaker, Daily. “Ultimately, Bowdoin was gutsier
with Meltzer at No. 2 eventually bow- when it counted, and we made a few
ing out 6-4, 1-6, 10-8 to Chen, while too many unforced errors when we had
Baum at No. 5 found herself on the opportunities.”
That being said, four of the six douwrong side of a 6-3, 3-6, 10-5 loss to
bles players are freshmen who, given
freshman Dasha Kostikina.
Meanwhile, freshman Conner Calabro the focus on individual results in juniors
breezed past her opponent, freshman competition, have limited experience
Lina Ye, 6-2, 6-3. Bowman and senior in doubles. Yet glimpses of the Jumbos’
Rebecca Kimmel also dispatched their offseason efforts were on display against
opponents easily in the No. 4 and No. 6 the Polar Bears, with the No. 1 doubles
singles positions, winning 6-1, 6-1, and pairing of Bowman and Baum putting
up a commendable fight against the
6-0, 6-1, respectively.
“Especially in this match [against pairing of freshman Joulia Likhanskaia
Wellesley], I feel that everyone was really focused and didn’t want [to] give up
WOMEN’S TENNIS, page 15

Men’s Tennis

Jumbos end
weekend on high
note
by

Catherine Worley
Daily Staff Writer

The men’s tennis team shook off
a 9-0 loss to No. 4 Amherst to cruise
past Wesleyan with an 8-1 win over
the weekend, playing both matches
at home.
After losing to Trinity over spring
break and to Amherst on Saturday,
Tufts came into its Sunday match
against NESCAC-rival Wesleyan in
desperate need of a win, as the team
hoped to avoid an underwhelming
0-3 start in conference play.
Despite the loss to Amherst, the
team drew positive lessons from playing a difficult opponent, and brought
those lessons into Sunday’s match
against NESCAC rival, Wesleyan.
“We had chances on every court
and the way we fought set us up
perfectly for our match against
Wesleyan,” Zach Ladwig, a senior,
said. “We took confidence from competing well against Amherst and
never let Wesleyan get any momentum against us.”
The Jumbos also saw their match
against the Cardinals as a chance to
exact revenge for the Cardinals 5-4
victory last season.
“We always say that we need to
try and treat every match with equal
importance, but because we lost to
[ Wesleyan] last year we had that in
the back of our minds and wanted
to make sure we played our best,”
junior co-captain Brian Tan said.
Playing inside due to inclement
weather, the Jumbos used their extra
motivation to take a quick 2-1 lead in
doubles. Tan and sophomore Nikola
Telkedzhiev won at No. 1 doubles,
8-4, and senior co-captain Austin
Blau and sophomore Nick Cary won
at No. 3 doubles, 8-3. Sophomore Rob
Jacobson and freshman Brad Wong
were unable to complete the sweep,
as they lost at No. 2 doubles, 8-6.
see MEN’S TENNIS, page 15

Co-ed Sailing

Jumbos finish second at Marchiando Team Race
by Steven

Hefter

Daily Staff Writer

The co-ed sailing team continued its spring campaign over
the weekend at the 33rd Annual
Marchiando Team Race at MIT.
The team came in second place
out of sixteen, marking a great
start to a promising season. The
No. 11 Jumbos, with a record of
16-6, finished behind the No. 2
Stanford Cardinals, who won the
regatta with a record of 18-4.
The No. 1 team in the country, Yale, came in third place
with a record of 15-7. The
opening round of the regatta featured all 16 teams that
attended the competition,
with the top eight moving on
to the finals. Of the 16 teams
competing in the first round,
seven of them ranked amongst
the top 10 in the nation. The
high-caliber opposition gave
Tufts a chance to see how it
stacked up against the country’s most elite teams.
“We did very well at the
Marchiando Team Race,” senior
Paula Grasberger said. “[We]
came in second only behind
Stanford, which was a pretty
impressive showing.”
Tufts posted a record of 10-5
in the opening round, which

tied for third place with No. 6
Boston College, No. 10 Brown,
No. 8 Roger Williams and
Yale. Only Stanford and No. 9
Dartmouth ended the opening
round with better records, each
earning a 12-3 mark. Tufts’ finish guaranteed it a spot in the
final round.
Tufts suffered losses to
Boston College, Dartmouth,
St. Mary’s and Stanford in the
opening round. The team was
close to picking up wins against
St. Mary’s and Harvard, but lost
to both opponents, 2-3-6.
In the finals, Tufts won six
of its seven matches, beating
Dartmouth, Yale, Brown, Boston
College and Vermont. The
lone loss came to the eventual
winner, Stanford, which also
recorded 6-1 in the finals. The
records of both rounds were
added up to determine the winner. Dartmouth finished fourth
with a record of 15-7 and Brown
rounded out the top five with a
record of 13-9.
“It was a really shifty day,
and on one of the races we just
weren’t able to execute play,
and so [Stanford] took advantage of that and [was] able to
win,” Grasberger said.
Only six Jumbo sailors competed in this race, which meant

the team was comprised of
three skippers and three crews.
The skippers were senior tricaptains Will Haeger and David
Liebenberg along with junior
Alec Ruiz-Ramon. The crews

were Grasberger, senior tricaptain Kathleen Kwasniak and
junior Sam Madden.
Although all of the sailors
at the Marchiando Team Race
were juniors and seniors,

the Jumbos hope to pass the
baton to younger sailors as
the season progresses. The
veteran presence and leadsee SAILING CO-ED, page 15

Nicholas PFosi Photography

The co-ed sailing team had a successful weekend at the Marchiando Team Race, finishing second with an overall
record of 16-6.

