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Editors’ Note

The diversity of the Asian population at Tufts is
both a source of cultural enrichment and newly gener-
ated problems.

While many of us have different origins and vast
cultural differences, we are lumped together into a
single category as Asian-Americans. Because we are
viewed as a homogeneous group, issues that involve
one subgroup, ie., Chinese, Japanese, Korean, or
Filipino-Americans, will have its effects on the entire
Asian community.

The pooling of the respective Asian cultures has
both positive and negative aspects. On one hand,
Asian individuals will not tolerate the ignorance of
others concerning their heritage, but from another van-
tage point, it binds all the Asians closer together. It is
based on the latter that the Asian Students Club was
formed. The combined strength allows us to have a
voice on campus to serve the needs of Asian students.

Recently, however, there has been a trend to
divorce the Asian labeling by forming different clubs

with different nationalities. By having separate organiza-
tions, the respective clubs may be able to better serve
their own needs. But although this may remove some
of the stigma of Asians being one race with no inherent
cultural differences, the Asian voice grows weaker and
weaker. As more and more Asians matriculate to Tufts,
this influx will surely be accompanied by an increasing
number of problems. Therefore, in the future, the
leaders of the respective organizations must make a
concerted effort to work together and cater ta the
needs of all Asian students. Only then will our voice be
unified and strong.

Voices is an attempt to display some of the diver-
sities of Asian cultures which will help to establish a
better understanding of all Asians.

Voices would not have been possible without the
support of the following: Dean Liz Toupin, Professor
Li-Li Ch’en, the Department of Communications staff
and the Asian Students Club.
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Random Notes on Asian Students

The New Invisible-Visible Minority of East Coast Schools

The number of Asian students has increased so
rapidly on college campuses on the east coast that
Asian students now represent a minority population
equal to or larger than the Black population. The num-
bers are not surprising given the phenomenal growth of
the Asian population in the United States in the past 10
years. Since 1970, the population of Chinese, Japanese,
and Filipinos have more than doubled while the Korean
group has increased fivefold. Public and private institu-
tions of learning have not had time to prepare for the
large influx of Asian students, the majority of whom are
bi-lingual, and for the issues facing these minorities.
Asian students differ from one another in language and
cultural heritages, socio-economic backgrounds, educa-
tional goals and values, etc. At the same time, the new
Asian minorities are largely perceived by fellow stu-
dents, faculty and administrators to be a monolithic
and homogeneous group.

The myth of the model minority may have been
useful for earlier generations of Asian immigrants and
their children, for it reinforced some of the positive
stereotyping of Asian Americans. Also, as Asians con-
stituted only 1% of the total population in the U.S. in
1979, the number of educated Asian Americans was
not considered a competitive threat in American soci-
ety with its strong racist orientation toward people of
color. The interaction and competition between Asians
and non-Asians for the same piece of pie was minimal
in the expanding economy. This was especially true in
New England and the mid-Atlantic states which not only
attracted a different Asian immigrant population, but a
smaller one. New England and Massachusetts had less
than 3% of the Asian population in 1970. In 1980, the
Asian population had increased by 51%.

In the 1980’s, the new Asian student population is
a mixture of: 1) recently arrived immigrants; 2) refu-
gees; 3) second, third, and fourth generation American

born Asians and 4) students of multi-racial back-
grounds. While the drive to perform well academically
may be almost considered a generic trait, the identity
questions posed by cross cultural issues are more com-
plicated for each of these groups of Asians. Unlike the
preceding generations of Asian immigrants, the new
Asians (1 and 2) come from varying backgrounds rang-
ing from penniless refugees to wealthy refugees; pro-
fessional or skilled workers or they may simply be
related to earlier established immigrants. Some of the
new immigrants, instead of settling in racial ghettos,
have moved directly into middle class or suburban
towns where contact with other Asians even those of
another Asian nationality, is rare. Some shed the
cultural values and norms of their homeland; others
have tried to transfer these values to their children in
the new setting. The middle class nuclear Asian family
remains a close knit group, strongly patriarchal in
character, and often, emotionally and geographically
isolated from Asian communities.

For the generations of Asian Americans who have
been here for more than one generation as well as
those of mixed racial background (3 and 4), their
American heritage and place in American society is
secured by the heroic deeds of the 100th and 442nd
battalions of Japanese Americans in World War Il or by
their one American, Black, Caucasian or Hispanic
parent. Some of these students find little need to iden-
tify with the Asian minority on campus; others find the
experience reassuring.

Some Academic And Social Issues For Asian
College Students

It is apparent that each Asian group has its own
issues but the college environment may be conducive
to helping students resolve cross cultural conflict.
Special note should be made that foreign students from



Asian countries, with the exception of India, see them-
selves and are often perceived as part of the Asian
American minority. The majority of these students are
actively involved with Asian students activities.

Some general issues:

A) Academic

1) Language (English may be the student’s second language):
norms strongly discourage taking risks on mispronunciation
and incorrect answers. To be verbal enough to be accepted
for enrollment does not necessarily mean that one has the
ability to easily comprehend or write fluently in the language.

2) Open dialogue—Participation in class discussion on any
level is contrary to cultural norms which emphasize listening to
authorities, experts and elders.

3) Selection of major/career: Family expectations limiting
choices to the sciences and “professional”” careers are ex-
tremely strong regardless of interests and abilities of the
students.

B) Social
1) Co-ed Dorms

2) Roommate problems—nDifficulty in confrontation and
acknowledging being ill at ease

3) Casual and early dating (for males)
4) Dating within one’s own racial group
5) Growing number of Asian females versus males

6) Asian families generally look upon sex as natural and with-
out sinful connotations but they feel it is shameful to display
or express feelings in public or even in front of their children.

7) Alcohol—less likely to be a common home experience for
Asians, hence—an Asian student drinker might signal aberrant
behavior.

Other sources of anxiety are:

1) First separation from a tight family group. Often times,
there is little family orientation to help prepare the students to
make decisions on his own.

2) Expectation that the student's first priority is to his family
and siblings; hence, it is not unusual for a student to drop out
a semester to work in the family business or to be left with
the total responsibility of caring for siblings in a house or
apartment in a nearby city while attending school.

As the family is more important than the individ-
ual, the Asian student is implored not to do anything
that might bring shame to the family. Concurrently, it is
important to do well to bring honor to the family name.

These are some of the main undercurrents of
Asian thought that bring the Asian student into direct
conflict with his peers, his innermost needs and the col-
lege environment. The Asian student is challenged to
think in terms of his needs, to evaluate what is impor-
tant to him, to assert his individualism, to express himself,
and make decisions that reflect his values. Given his
complex cultural heritage, it is difficult for the Asian
student to maintain his integrity.

Elizabeth Toupin
Associate Dean of
Undergraduate Studies



A Prodigal Daughter's Tribute to Her Parents

When the editors of Voices asked me for an article, | thought it
appropriate to contribute the following talk, given on November

13, 1983 to the initiates of Phi Beta Kappa.

| have often been characterized as bavarde in
French, ai shuohwa in Chinese, oshaberi desu in
Japanese, loquacious and long-winded in English. So
when my colleagues asked me to limit my talk today to
about twenty minutes, | wondered how | could possibly
restrain my verbosity and say something succinct and
interesting. After some reflection, | decided to limit my
talk from the outset by focussing on one portion in one
of my current writing projects, a memoir-story entitled
"The Clan,” dealing with my parents and my ancestors.
The portion | have chosen are my ancestors’ admoni-
tions to their descendents, written in the 1720's.

| was a rebellious teenager. As | grew up in a
China torn by strifes between conservatism and radical-
ism, between veneration for tradition and espousal of
new ideas, | subscribed to radicalism and the espousal
of new ideas. In my impatience to reject the old, much
of which had been, | thought, responsible for China's
decline in the first decades of the 20th century, I identi-
fied my parents and my ancestors as arch conserva-
tives. Spiritually | moved away from them; secretly |
criticized them; and frequently | provoked my parents
into long and heated debates.

When I was 17, 1 left home and China to come to
the United States. Subsequently, | have lived mostly in
America and Europe, visiting my parents only occa-
sionally. Yet despite our physical separation—or
perhaps because of it—I drew closer to my parents
spiritually, and I began to realize that far from being
icons of reaction which must be smashed, my parents
actually embody traits and attributes which deserve to
be admired and emulated.

There were many reasons for my change of atti-
tude; the two most important ones were first, my
awareness that as a youth | had been unjustifiably
manichean in my judgment, and second, my growing
appreciation of my parents as superlative human
beings. They are accomplished; they have high stan-

dards; they are always generous, polite, and courteous;
and they have deep respect not just for other human
beings but for nature as well. Being with them is as
pleasant as—to use a well-liked Chinese simile—"sitting
in a warm breeze on a newly arrived spring day.”

How have they become this way, | wondered.
What cultural forces have helped to make them so? A
possible answer came when my father, at my request,
sent me material for “"The Clan.”

About two years ago, when | was gathering mate-
rial for this memoir-story, one day | received a letter
from my father with an enclosure written on exquisite,
hand-made ricepaper. | unfolded the enclosure and was
immediately seized by intense pleasure as | saw what a
work of art it was. It not only displayed my father's
dazzling ink-and-brush calligraphy, but the intensity of
the ink and the spacing between the characters and
between the lines were to my eyes perfect. | read the
enclosure and discovered it to be my 18th century
ancestors’ admonitions.

My father had memorized these admonitions as a
child in the early twentieth century; they had been
handed down from generation to generation. When my
father was growing up, not only were they recited for-
mally by the clan chief at each of the four annual
ancestor-worship services held by our clan, they also
formed part of the required readings in our clan's
private school. (By the way, my mother had memorized
a similar set of admonitions preserved by her clan,
when she was a child.) Although there are many
features that I, a repentent prodigal daughter, still find
out-of-date—such as the excessive stress on clan and
the presumption of women's role to be only that of
wife and mother—there are other features which | think
have helped to make my parents what they are, and
which I find instructive even today. | particularly like
the admonitions’ emphasis on generosity, on gratitude,
on integrity, on mutual help, on harmony and order, on






