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2006 Annual Report

Overview

Strategic planning undertaken in 2004/5 has paid off. 
The Center has revised its research portfolio to focus on 
three critical themes of research: Lives and Livelihoods, 
Rights and Protection, and Politics and Policy. In July 
2006, the Center staff moved into a new, larger space in 
an office building at the Tufts Medford campus, and we 
have opened a permanent second office in Addis Ababa. 
Our team of researchers, both in Medford and in Addis, 
has expanded over the year, and we are set to continue 
this expansion into 2006/7.

2005/6 has seen the continuation of a number of valu-
able partnerships—and the formation of exciting new 
ones—promoting both our research and institutional 
change agendas.

•	 We continue to work in Sudan with the World Food 
Programme both to support the evaluation of their work 
and to facilitate the creation of their first long-term 
country-wide strategic plan.

•	 In the tsunami-affected countries in South Asia, we 
are partnering with Oxfam America to support PhD 
research into post-disaster reconstruction and to work 
with local Oxfam researchers in Sri Lanka, assisting them 
in developing a community-based research program.

•	 In Ethiopia we have major partnerships with NGOs 
and the Ethiopian Ministry of Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment.

•	 In Uganda we are working closely with UNICEF.

The Center has also strengthened its commitment to 
education and teaching during the past year. In May 
2006, five students graduated from our Masters in Hu-
manitarian Assistance program, and we accepted seven 
students into the degree for 2006/7. Seventeen students 
successfully completed the Humanitarian Studies Initia-
tive, a program run jointly with Harvard University and 
MIT. Center faculty are currently advisors to five PhD 
students, and in June 2006 we welcomed our first Post-
Doctoral appointment, Dr. Lacy Gale.

In January 2006 the Center received a major three-year 
commitment towards its core funding from the Pierre 
and Pamela Omidyar Fund at the Peninsula Community 
Foundation. This generous grant has allowed us to ex-
pand our base in Africa and to focus more of our time on 
long-term research and institutional change programs.

In the spring of 2006 we signed an agreement with the 
Ministry of Justice in Ethiopia, giving the Center legal 
status in the country and allowing us to open a per-
manent office in Addis Ababa. The Addis office houses 
faculty and staff currently working on livelihood issues 
in the Horn of Africa, reviewing the impact of humani-
tarian aid projects in Africa, and supporting faculty who 
work with the Africa Union and the African Commission 
on Human and People’s Rights.

Research-Focused Programs
Theme One: Politics and Policy
The Politics and Policy theme highlights the connection 
between policies geared to alleviating suffering and pro-
tecting the rights of marginalized and vulnerable peo-
ple—the core occupation of the Center—and national 
and international politics. This intersection cuts across 
the work of the Center and has two specific aspects: the 
influence of politics on policy formation and implemen-
tation and the impact of policy on politics. The Center’s 
research agenda on these aspects operates at two levels. 
First, we take a global perspective on humanitarian poli-
cies and interventions, relating international politics to a 
range of security, funding, and strategic issues and their 
consequent impact on aid agencies and communities at 
the field level. Second, we take a more localized or re-
gional perspective, looking beyond geo-political borders 
and social or ethnic divisions. Since 1996, our work with 
marginalized pastoralist communities has evolved from 
the technical provision of community-based services to 
the analysis of the interlinked national, regional, and in-
ternational policies that constrain pastoral livelihoods. 
Such analysis highlights diverse policy processes, ranging 
from donor pressures related to terrorism and security 
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concerns to the disabling impact of global trade stan-
dards on vulnerable producers in Africa. 

The Humanitarian Agenda 2015: Principles, Power, 
and Perceptions 
Lead Researchers: Larry Minear, Antonio Donini
In the summer of 2005 we launched a new major re-
search project entitled The Humanitarian Agenda 2015: 
Principles, Power, and Perceptions, or HA 2015. Build-
ing on earlier Humanitarianism and War Project studies 
and on concerns expressed by participants at a workshop 
held in October 2003 in the wake of interventions in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, an interdisciplinary team has con-
ducted innovative policy research aimed at equipping 
the humanitarian enterprise to more effectively address 
emerging challenges. A Preliminary Report summing up 
the findings from six case studies is to be published at the 
end of the summer of 2006. The case studies and addi-
tional material are now available at the Center’s website: 
fic.tufts.edu.

The report and the research it is based upon are orga-
nized around four key issues that are likely to challenge 
the humanitarian enterprise during the next ten years: 
the avowed universality of humanitarianism, the im-
plications of terrorism and counterterrorism for hu-
manitarian action, the search for coherence between 
humanitarian and political agendas, and the security of 
humanitarian personnel and the beneficiaries of human-
itarian action. These four topics—universality, terrorism, 
coherence, and security—are approached as individual 
“petals” which, taken together, constitute a single flower. 
The research is structured so as to examine each of the is-
sues in detail and to explore their relation to each other.

Members of the team—Sippi Azarbaijani-Moghaddam, 
Antonio Donini, Greg Hansen, Larry Minear, Tasneem 
Mowjee, Karina Purushotma, Ian Smillie, Elizabeth 
Stites, and Xavier Zeebroek—have conducted field re-
search through extensive interviews and focus groups 
in Afghanistan, Colombia, Liberia, Burundi, northern 
Uganda, and Sudan. The team has also been soliciting the 
views of headquarters personnel via an electronic ques-
tionnaire. The findings point to the existence of a major 
disconnect between the perspectives and perceptions of 
outsiders and those of insiders—communities, benefi-
ciaries of humanitarian action, and local authorities in 
affected countries. Unless this disconnect is addressed, 
claims that the humanitarian enterprise is a compassion-
ate endeavor based on universal principles are likely to 
ring increasingly hollow, with deleterious consequences 
for the effectiveness of humanitarian assistance and the 
security of humanitarian personnel.

In September 2006 the Center plans to launch Phase 2 
of HA 2015, which will include, to the extent that funds 

become available, additional country studies. Iraq, Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka, the Palestinian territories, and the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo are under discussion. Phase 
2 will also include an extensive series of debriefings on 
the findings and recommendations in northern capitals 
as well as in the crisis countries themselves, along with 
some policy papers, journal articles, and an international 
conference.

In addition to HA 2015, which was the major preoccupa-
tion during the period of this report, a volume co-edited 
by Larry Minear and Hazel Smith, entitled Humanitarian 
Diplomacy: the Practitioner’s Craft was finalized for pub-
lication in the Fall of 2006. Other activities during this 
period included fund-raising, writing, and attendance at 
international meetings.

Hastily Formed Networks
Lead Researcher: Peter Walker
This study, on how organizations best organize work and 
their relations in crises, is being carried out through the 
Society for Organizational Learning and in partnership 
with the Ford Motor Company, Intel, the US Department 
of Defense, and a number of other university centers.

Normal hierarchical methods of command and orga-
nization are ill-equipped to deal with rapidly changing 
environments where there is a high degree of uncertainty 
and where individuals and groups who have not previ-
ously worked together are forced by circumstance to co-
operate for a common cause.

The research examines both successful HFNs and failed 
HFNs in the field of humanitarian crisis response, in-
cluding the present planning for a flu pandemic, and 
attempts to build a body of evidence—not only from 
humanitarian response but also from defense manage-
ment and automobile design—to propose best practice 
in organizing such networks.

Controversies, Pastoralism, and Policy Process 
Lead Researchers: Andrew Catley, Berhanu Admassu, 
Yacob Aklilu
The Center’s Addis Ababa-based Controversies, Pas-
toralism, and Policy Process initiative recognizes that 
in common with mobile communities throughout the 
world, African pastoralists are often misunderstood and 
regarded by policy makers as a hindrance to national 
development. Yet during the last 15 years, a mass of 
research conducted by anthropologists, rangeland sci-
entists, ecologists, and economists contests these views 
on the viability and efficiency of pastoralism in fragile, 
arid environments. Despite the rigor and scale of this 
academic output, supportive policies for pastoralism are 
rare, and pastoralists remain highly vulnerable and po-
litically marginalized.
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During 2005-6, the initiative was focused on technical 
coordination and policy facilitation roles in the USAID-
funded Pastoralist Livelihoods Initiative in Ethiopia. 
This program involves federal and regional governments, 
Ethiopian academic and research institutes, 15 interna-
tional and local non-government organizations, the 
private sector, and professional associations. Through 
technical support to the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development in Ethiopia, a national Live-
stock Policy Forum was established with diverse multi-
stakeholder representation. Through a series of Working 
Groups supported by the Center, the forum is currently 
reviewing experiences, conducting impact assessments 
and drafting policy recommendations related to liveli-
hoods-based livestock relief interventions in pastoralist 
areas of Ethiopia. Key experiences and lessons will be 
drawn from a series of livelihoods-based relief interven-
tions implemented by government and NGOs during the 
2005-6 drought in Ethiopia, with technical support from 
the Center.

Malnutrition and Mortality: Towards Improved 
Practice in Use of Benchmarks
Lead Researcher: Helen Young
The use of the nutritional indicator “acute malnutrition 

among children under five years of age” has long been 
established as an indicator of the nature and severity of 
humanitarian emergencies. Yet despite this, the use of 
malnutrition to diagnose famine and other nutritional 
crises remains problemeatic. Based on her previous ex-
perience of actually undertaking surveys, and more re-
cently developing standards and promoting good prac-
tice in the use of such data, Helen Young with Susanne 
Jaspars have recently reviewed the role of anthropomet-
ric data as part of an international benchmarking system, 
which was presented at the WHO convened Meeting on 
Benchmarking in Geneva in December 2005 (funded by 
DFID). Following on from this Young and Jaspars are re-
viewing these issues from a more practical perspective in 
order to produce a “primer” that is more easily under-
stood and accessible by decision-makers within national 
and international organizations. This will be published 
in 2006 by the Humanitarian Policy Network of the 
Overseas Development Institute.

Theme Two: Rights and Protection

The Center recognizes that all women, men, girls, and 
boys are entitled to protection and rights as laid out in 
international covenants and conventions. However, while 

The use of participatory inquiry tools for gathering field data is an integral part of the Center’s work. In most crisis 
areas, those who suffer the crisis have a deep and intimate knowledge of its local impact.
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humanitarian and human rights protections exist in in-
ternational law, the actual rates of abuse (including tor-
ture, murder, and rape) in many conflicts and complex 
emergencies illustrate the limited or nonexistent appli-
cation and enforcement of these norms on the ground. 
Using evidence-based research, the Center works to draw 
attention to the obligations of governments, regional and 
international bodies, and the duties of communities and 
individuals to respect, protect, and uphold basic rights. 
We work to shape policies and programs that support 
key actors in meeting these responsibilities. The Center 
also seeks to ensure that at-risk populations affected by 
armed conflict or displacement can and do play an active 
role in informing and developing protection strategies. 

Uganda and Sudan: Comparative analysis of the 
root causes and impact of armed conflict, peace, 
and justice processes. 
Lead Researchers: Dyan Mazurana, Darlington Akab-
wai, Clement Ochan, Elizabeth Stites
The Center research team completed the second year of 
a three-year, regional, comparative analysis of the root 
causes and impact of armed conflicts in northern Ugan-
da, eastern Uganda and South Sudan. The second year of 

research focused on the regional illegal weapons markets, 
the rise of militias, forceful disarmament, peace and jus-
tice processes, and key livelihoods and protection issues. 
In northern Uganda, the team looked at issues of pro-
tection and livelihoods for populations living in Kitgum 
district, one of the districts most heavily affected by the 
conflict (see section on Lives and Livelihoods below). In 
eastern Uganda and South Sudan, the team tracked ille-
gal weapons routes and the use of these weapons in both 
traditional and commercial raiding in Karamoja. The 
team also investigated local communities responses to 
shifts in raiding practices and government forced disar-
mament programs and what this means for the Karama-
jong people’s human security. In South Sudan, the team 
documented community based approaches to address-
ing violence caused by increased troops (both Uganda 
and South Sudanese) moving into the area in pursuit of 
the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army. The team also docu-
mented best practices where communities have been 
effective in significantly reducing violent encounters be-
tween civilians, armed groups, and armed raiders. The 
overall study is conducted by an eight-person research 
team with members from Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, and the 
US. This project has received funding from the Canadian 

The ongoing brutal war in northern Uganda has overturned perceptions of normalcy. To understand what is hap-
pening, conflict analysis needs to sit alongside livelihoods analysis, a human rights perspective, and an under-
standing of the local and international politics of the interrelated wars in East Africa.
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Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade; 
Canadian International Development Agency; Interna-
tional Centre for Research Development, Ottawa; Rights 
& Democracy, Montreal; the Royal Netherlands Embassy, 
Uganda; and the Mellon Foundation. 

Uganda: Forced marriage practices by the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) and Reparations
Lead Researchers: Khristopher Carlson, Dyan Mazurana

Researchers from the Center carried out the first year of a 
two-year research project that draws upon international 
humanitarian law, international human rights law, inter-
national criminal law, and the national, and customary 
laws of Uganda to investigate forced marriage practices 
within the armed opposition group the LRA. The project 
looks at issues of availability and access to justice mecha-
nisms for young women forcibly married by LRA fight-
ers and commanders. It documents the systematic rights 
violations against these females from the moment of 
their abductions through post-captivity, analyzing how 
applicable international, domestic and customary laws 
address the various crimes that collectively comprise the 
offense of forced marriages. Additionally, the research 
documents and analyzes local peoples’ perceptions of 
forced marriages as well as the concerns those females 
affected by forced marriages have regarding justice and 
effective remedy for themselves and their children born 
to these relationships. This project has received funding 
from the Royal Netherlands Embassy, Uganda; the Ca-
nadian International Development Agency; the Mellon 
Foundation; the International Centre for Research De-
velopment, Ottawa; and Rights & Democracy, Montreal. 

Enabling armed opposition groups to uphold and 
promote international humanitarian and human 
rights law during armed conflict 
Lead Researcher: Dyan Mazurana
Dyan Mazurana worked with ICRC, Geneva, Geneva 
Call, and a coalition of international organizations to 
design and lead a meeting with leaders of armed opposi-
tion groups in Africa, held in Addis Ababa in November 
2005. During the workshop, human rights and humani-
tarian actors worked with leaders of African armed op-
position groups to develop ways to better inform and 
enable armed opposition groups to uphold and promote 
international humanitarian and human rights law during 
armed conflict and into post-conflict periods. Mazura-
na authored the international report Women in Armed 
Opposition in Africa and the Promotion of International 
Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, Geneva Call and 
the University of Geneva (2006). The workshop received 
support from UNDP and the Royal Norwegian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

Theme Three: Lives and Livelihoods
Crisis-affected, displaced, and marginalized communi-
ties frequently suffer heightened vulnerability which can 
lead to the familiar scenarios of malnourished children, 
disease epidemics, and increased morbidity and mortal-
ity. While such concerns are the most immediate and 
urgent, they reflect a much wider range of issues that un-
dermine and erode livelihoods. The Center’s approach is 
to prioritize life-saving research on response strategies 
for meeting basic needs (e.g., shelter, food, water, sanita-
tion, and wider public health measures) and at the same 
time to ensure a more balanced approach that respects 
and builds on local efforts and supports local priorities 
in order to protect livelihoods and save lives. A common 
element of the Lives and Livelihoods theme is turning 
analysis into practice and ensuring well-designed strate-
gic interventions in different operational contexts. This 
theme aims to continue the Center’s tradition of promot-
ing livelihoods analysis and application by humanitarian 
agencies and of ensuring that interventions not only save 
lives but also protect livelihoods.

The development and application of a participa-
tory impact assessment tool for humanitarian 
assistance in Sub-Saharan Africa
Lead Researchers: John Burns, Andy Catley, Karen Ja-
cobsen , Peter Walker, Helen Young
Working with seven humanitarian interventions of five 
NGOs across Africa, the Center is engaged in action re-
search to help develop a better methodology for captur-
ing the true impact of humanitarian interventions. 

At present most humanitarian programs measure out-
puts and outcomes but rarely grapple with the true over-
all impact of their actions on the affected communities, 
yet from the communities perspective impact is of over-
riding importance.

This two-year program started in February 2006 with the 
aim of developing a humanitarian programming impact 
assessment approach and methodology with participat-
ing agencies. This methodology will then be applied to 
selected agency projects to produce a single comprehen-
sive impact evaluation report.

A lead researcher has been recruited and is now installed 
in the Feinstein International Center office in Addis Aba-
ba. The project team has worked with the implementing 
agencies to review their project proposals and monitor-
ing and evaluation plans. Field visits to the projects are 
planned for 2006/7, as is a training and planning work-
shop, which will bring together agency project staff from 
all seven projects with Center researchers in Addis Ababa 
in September 2006. The development and testing of a 
tool box of methodologies for impact assessment is ex-
pected to be completed in the summer of 2007.
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Micro-credit Impact evaluation
Lead Researcher: Karen Jacobsen
The Refugees and Forced Migration Program of FIC 
established the Alchemy Project in 2001 as a long-term 
initiative to explore whether and how microcredit and 
other “income support” interventions support the liveli-
hoods of forcibly displaced people. Phase I (2001-2005) 
focused on field-level piloting of microfinance services 
for refugees and IDPs in diverse contexts in Africa, 
working with a network of partner NGOs. A key aspect 
of this work was to understand of the impact of these 
programs on the livelihoods of displaced people, and we 
sought to test different methods for evaluating impact. 
One component of this testing was to work with gradu-
ate students who served as Alchemy interns. Each sum-
mer, from May–September, four to eight students were 
trained at the Feinstein Center, then sent to the field to 
work with our partners and conduct impact evaluation. 
In 2004, our interns began implementing a baseline sur-
vey as part of our impact evaluation and trained agency 
personnel to follow up with the impact monitoring. 
Phase 1 of the Alchemy Project, which included direct 
support to implementing NGOs, ended in 2005, but we 
continued to work with some of our NGO partners by 
sending interns to the field to work with them on their 
microcredit program evaluation. This year we sent one 
intern to Uganda, where she will follow up our program 
with our NGO partner and collect new data on the im-
pact of access to micro-credit on the livelihoods of IDPs. 
In 2007-8, we look to ramp up Phase 2 of the Alchemy 
Project by working with donors and NGOs to further ex-
plore the use of microcredit and savings programs for 
displaced people. 

Forced Migration and the New African City: Trans-
national Livelihoods and Politics in Maputo and 
Nairobi
Lead Researcher: Karen Jacobsen
Undertaken with the University of Witwatersrand in Jo-
hannesburg and funded by MacArthur Foundation this 
research explores the experience, livelihoods, and rights 
of refugees in three African cities: Johannesburg, Mapu-
to, and Nairobi. It asks three questions:

1. What are the factors that structure refugees’ journeys 
from source country to capital city? In particular, how do 
urban refugees mobilize transnational networks during 
their flight? 

2. What is the nature of urban refugees’ linkages with 
their countries of origin and how do these ties affect 
their livelihoods? 

3. How does the frequency and nature of contact be-
tween urban refugees and the local population affect 
group loyalties and affiliations?

In each city, our surveys sample both nationals and mi-
grants living in comparable conditions. Including this 
“control group” of national communities will allow us to 
make statistically significant claims about the effects of 
flight, legal status, xenophobia, and remittances on the 
lives and attitudes of urban dwellers. Gathering data on 
citizens living in refugee-populated areas will also allow 
us to explore the sociological foundations of the antago-
nism that often exist between locals and migrants.

The project contributes in three ways to urban migration 
research:

1. Base-line data. The project provides the first meth-
odologically sound and comparable survey data on the 
experience of refugees in African cities.

2. Building local academic and research capacity. We 
work closely with local partner institutions: the Center 
for Population Studies at Eduardo Mondlane University 
(Mozambique), and the Institute for Development Stud-
ies at the University of Nairobi.

3. Policy implications. Our data and analysis contrib-
ute to a more empirically based policy discourse by pro-
viding policy makers, refugee advocates, and the business 
community with a more robust understanding of the 
livelihoods of urban refugees in Mozambique and Nai-
robi and their potential contributions to the urban and 
national economies.

We have now completed the data collection and entry 
phases of both the Johannesburg and Maputo surveys, 
and the survey is currently being conducted in Nairobi. 

Livelihoods, Migration, and Remittance Flows to 
Conflict-Affected Regions: Darfur, Sudan 
Lead Researchers: Helen Young, Karen Jacobsen, Abdal 
Monim Osman

This research explores the role of migration and remit-
tances in conflict zones, both as they affect the liveli-
hoods of people affected by the conflict and their role 
in either supporting recovery from conflict or fuelling 
conflict and associated war economies that develop over 
time. A deeper understanding of migration and remit-
tances will enable us to make recommendations about 
policies and remittance facilities that could potentially 
support conflict-affected communities without con-
tributing to war economies or fuelling conflict, with 
the broad aim of improving the flow and utilization of 
remittances. This research is the first phase of a larger 
research study of the relationship between livelihoods 
and conflict in Sudan and Uganda and migration and 
remittance flows from the diasporas in Africa, Europe, 
and the United States. The preliminary phase was 
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funded by the Ford Foundation and the Department of 
International Development are funding further studies 
in Darfur.

We have also begun the diaspora phase of the project, fo-
cusing on the Darfurian and other Sudanese diaspora in 
the New England area. We are currently conducting pre-
liminary research with the Darfurian diaspora in Port-
land, Maine, as well as in Boston. This is a continuation 
of the pilot we conducted last summer (2005) in which 
we tested a questionnaire and sampling approach with 
the Ugandan diaspora. 

Livelihoods, Human Security, and Protection in 
northern Uganda, eastern Uganda, and South 
Sudan 
Lead Researchers: Elizabeth Stites, Dyan Mazurana, 
Khristopher Carlson
Linked to other Uganda and Sudan projects, this research 
explores the linkages between livelihood systems, securi-
ty threats, and protection strategies at the household and 
community level in areas affected by conflict. Work in the 
first half of 2006 focused on livelihood strategies within 
displaced and semi-settled communities in Kitgum Dis-
trict of northern Uganda. This research highlighted the 
importance of regular (often daily) movement as a cop-

ing strategy for communities and households in conflict-
affected areas and demonstrated the range of advanced 
protection strategies employed by communities, house-
holds, and individuals when faced with security threats. 
These findings have current relevance to the evolving 
policies and programs of international agencies seeking 
to respond to the fluctuating security and humanitarian 
conditions in northern Uganda. 

The team also initiated research on livelihoods, human 
security, and protection in eastern Uganda. Field work 
in the Karamoja region will commence in Fall 2006 and 
will include both US- and Africa-based researchers. This 
portion of the project will examine the livelihood strate-
gies employed and the protection issues faced by pastoral 
communities in Kotido and Kabong Districts. We will 
examine issues of gender, generation, tribal affiliation, 
seasonal variations, and access to assets in order to de-
velop a comparative framework of livelihoods and hu-
man security.

The destruction of food security in Darfur, Sudan, has been both a tool and a consequence of the genocide in that 
region. The Center’s research goes behind the headlines and seeks to understand the myriad economic, politi-
cal, and social pathways being disrupted and manipulated in this war. Our research is informing aid agencies and 
those on all sides who are working for an equitable and peaceful solution to the Darfur crisis.
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Institutional Change

The Center’s vision is one of action: a world where citi-
zens, nation-states, and the international community feel 
duty-bound to act—and do act—to prevent and alleviate 
suffering. The Center has achieved considerable impact 
on humanitarian and related institutions. This impact 
varies from changing global standards to improving the 
knowledge and skills of mid-level professionals in gov-
ernment. In some of our work the primary aim is to 
change the policy and institutional framework governing 
a particular sector. Here research, education, and other 
activities are used strategically to inform and facilitate 
change. The Center’s work in Africa is the most obvious 
example of where this approach to institutional change 
has been used. After many years of field testing and of 
adapting community-based approaches to research and 
service delivery, program staff recognized that wider ap-
plication of these approaches was unlikely without na-
tional- and international-level policy reform. Beginning 
in late 1999, we moved upstream and specifically target-
ed policy makers and their peers in a series of processes 
which are now achieving real progress in altering the 
policies and practices of critical institutions in Africa.

Follow-up: “Livelihoods Under Siege” Darfur, 2005
Helen Young
This research is the only field-based, independent aca-
demic research to be undertaken in Darfur, and in neigh-
boring Libya, since the conflict first erupted in early 
2003. As such it has had a major impact on international 
organizations (UNOCHA, World Bank, WFP), bilateral 
donors (USAID, DFID, Dutch, EU), and NGOs (Mercy-
Corps, British Red Cross, Practical Action), which have 
used the research findings as a platform for their own in-
vestigations or to shape their strategic planning and pro-
grams. For example, the World Food Programme used 
the Livelihoods Under Siege study to justify the rapid ex-
pansion of their food aid strategy in Darfur in 2005. The 
World Bank in Sudan has said it uses this report as “their 
bible” when it comes to the history and evolution of the 
conflict and crisis and its impact on livelihoods. Suda-
nese civil society groups have also commended the re-
port and offered their collaboration and assistance in fol-
low-up or future researches. This research has provided 
the foundation for the follow-up research study on labor 
migration and remittances. Other follow-up includes the 
development of a detailed case-study on labor migration 
and remittance flows which will form part of the ODI 
Humanitarian Policy Groups review paper on this topic. 

The follow-up to the research on Livelihoods Under Siege 
has been extensive. A local NGO, the Sudan Association 
for the Environment and Development, has organized 
the reprinting of 1,000 copies of this report for distribu-
tion in Darfur, with funding from the Netherlands. 

The positive local response to this research in Sudan 
prompted a meeting, chaired by Helen Young, of Suda-
nese academics and humanitarian and development pro-
fessionals in June in Khartoum. Attendees reached con-
sensus on the need for an independent Darfur Research 
Consortium to build upon and strengthen existing civil 
society and academic networks in Sudan, with a focus 
on Darfur. Stronger linkages between these networks and 
the international community should promote and sup-
port participatory research leading to appropriate and 
effective programmatic and policy change. This initiative 
fits well with the ongoing partnerships with Sudanese 
universities, including Ahfad University for Women, and 
Darfurian academics elsewhere.

Following on from the analysis in 2004, Helen Young and 
Abdal Monim Osman have developed a Darfur liveli-
hoods situational analysis which has been used by UNDP 
as the basis for the conceptual framework for the Darfur 
Early Recovery Programme and Joint Assessment Mis-
sion. It will also be used by UNDP and the World Bank 
to promote coherence between the different tracks of the 
Darfur JAM. The Department for International Devel-
opment are supporting this work.

Evaluation of WFP Darfur Interventions: Design 
Phase
Helen Young
Building on the previous FIC research on livelihoods 
in Darfur lead by Helen Young, a FIC team have under-
taken background researches allowing them to plan and 
design the evaluation of the relief interventions of the 
UN World Food Programme in 2004 and 2005. These 
food aid interventions were of an unprecedented scale 
reaching more than 3.25 million beneficiaries in 2005 
and with an annual budget of more than $800 million. 
The background research included a review of the con-
flict and crisis, and associated international response, in-
cluding WFP’s role within it. Studies also reviewed other 
aspects of international engagement with the crisis in-
cluding political, military, peacekeeping, human rights, 
and associated judicial/ICC processes.

In preparation for the evaluation, a full stakeholders 
analysis was undertaken, including a review of stake-
holder issues and issues raised in recent and past evalu-
ations of Sudan. As background materials, the team 
developed two separate chronologies of the crisis and a 
bibliographic database.

Evaluation of Non-food Responses to Food Insecu-
rity in Emergencies 
Elizabeth Stites
This research formed one component of WFP’s ongoing 
“Strengthening Emergency Needs Assessment Capacity” 
(SENAC) project. The evaluation focused on the various 
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assessment frameworks used by international humani-
tarian agencies to measure food security in emergencies. 
The research indicated that an analytical framework 
that takes into account all aspects of a livelihood system, 
the dimensions of conflict, and analyses of markets and 
stakeholder interests will be the most appropriate for a 
comprehensive emergency intervention that includes 
non-food responses to food insecurity.

Peace and Justice in Uganda and Sudan
Dyan Mazurana, Khristopher Carlson, Elizabeth Stites
Related to the Center’s work in Uganda and Sudan, con-
sultations are ongoing with UNICEF on issues of protec-
tion and livelihoods for war-affected youth and adults in 
northern Uganda. FIC research findings and recommen-
dations have led to high level consultations by UNICEF 
and key donor governments during which these actors 
looked to implement FIC findings and recommenda-
tions, including access to education for children born in 
LRA captivity, increased efforts to remove children from 
militia forces, better-honed protection and livelihood re-
sponses, and increased efforts to prevent sexual exploita-
tion and domestic abuse. FIC research findings are being 
used by a number of agencies to implement a significant 
shift in policy and programming in northern Uganda in 
these areas. In addition, the researchers are involved in 
ongoing consultations with World Bank officials on dis-
armament, demobilization, and reintegration of youth 
formerly associated with armed opposition groups in 
northern Ugand, leading to policy and programming 
change. FIC briefings to the US Congress helped shape 
legislation regarding US relations with Uganda and to 
further efforts to curb the use of underage soldiers. FIC 
researchers have provided key governments, UN agen-
cies, and European bodies with current analysis of the 
crises in eastern Uganda. A number of these bodies have 
commented that FIC’s research in this area are among 
the most in depth, reliable sources of information and 
analysis they have had for years on this region, that they 
are looking to FIC’s upcoming reports to help shape their 
policy and program, and that they are enthusiastic in en-
couraging the team to continue its work in the region.

Members of the FIC Uganda and Sudan research team 
have been invited for future consultations with the high-
est levels of the African Union regarding the regional di-
mensions of the conflicts, the underlying causes, drivers, 
and efforts for peace and justice. 

The gender dimensions of Multi-Country Demobili-
zation and Reintegration
Dyan Mazurana, Khristopher Carlson
In October 2005 Mazurana and Carlson worked with the 
World Bank/Multi-Country Demobilization and Reinte-
gration Program (MDRP) Secretariat and UNIFEM to 
hold a consultation workshop in Kigali, Rwanda, aimed 

at strengthening gender dimensions within the MDRP 
national programs. Approximately 80 participants from 
the seven national delegations (Angola, Burundi, Central 
African Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
the Republic of Congo, Rwanda and Uganda), UNICEF, 
UNDP, ONUB, MONUC, UNIFEM, civil society, and the 
MDRP Secretariat participated. The workshop resulted 
in the majority of the national delegations enacting spe-
cific policy and programming changes to better enhance 
their nation’s demobilization and reintegration activities. 
In addition, the World Bank/MDRP Secretariat has also 
made moves to further strengthen gender within their 
own operations.

Best-Practice Livelihoods Approaches to Live-
stock Interventions 
Andrew Catley
Livestock interventions are a common component of 
large-scale relief and food security programs, and spe-
cific interventions include de-stocking, animal feed 
supplementation, veterinary care, and restocking. Live-
lihoods thinking highlights the need to design livestock 
relief projects which both help to save human lives by 
providing livestock-derived foods and income, while also 
maintaining or strengthening local livestock services and 
capacity. 

Drawing on experiences from the Sphere Project, we 
used funds from USAID’s Office for Foreign Disaster 
Assistance to lead a global effort to develop best-prac-
tice guidelines for livestock interventions in complex 
emergencies. In 2006 we convened a meeting with FAO, 
ICRC, the African Union and Vétérinaires sans frontières 
Europa to establish a Steering Group for the Livestock 
Emergency Guidelines and Standards process and define 
the scope and contents of the guidelines. This work is on-
going and will involve wide consultation with livestock-
related agencies and individuals around the world.
 
In early 2006 we completed a second case study for FAO’s 
Agriculture and Development Economics Division on 
the role of co-ordination, information, and national and 
international policies in shaping livestock interventions 
in Somalia. This work falls under the FAO’s Food Secu-
rity Information for Action program and will lead to two 
chapters in a book on food security and livelihoods in-
terventions, also supported by FAO.

Understanding the threat of a flu pandemic
Peter Walker
If the H5N1 Avian flu virus mutates to be infectious to 
humans, the resultant flu pandemic is likely to be one of 
the largest and most global public health challenges the 
modern world has faced. Humanitarian agencies, tradi-
tionally called upon in times of crisis when nation re-
sponse is overwhelmed, will find themselves on the front 
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line of response to the pandemic, particularly in those 
countries less able to mount an effective public health 
defense and response themselves.

To help prepare for this, the Center, in collaboration with 
the UN Inter-Agency Standing Committee, organized a 
two day workshop in January 2006 to bring together ex-
perts in contingency and business continuity planning 
with the senior management of UN, Red Cross, and NGO 
agencies to accelerate the agencies’ preparedness for the 
pandemic. Experts from the corporate sector, Massachu-
setts department of public health and the US Centers for 
Disease Control, addressed the audience of some 25 se-
nior planners from the international aid community. The 
workshop focused on building links between the expert 
epidemiologists, the business leaders presently involved 
in contingency planning for a pandemic, ad the humani-
tarian agencies. A full report of the workshop plus all the 
papers presented is available on our website.

The future of food aid in Sudan
Peter Walker, Helen Young
Working in partnership with the World Food Programme 
(WFP) the Center facilitated a Food Aid Forum from 
June 6–8, 2006, in Khartoum, Sudan, as part of an ongo-
ing process to develop the longer-term strategy of WFP 
in Sudan. In support of the Forum, a series of opinion 
papers were prepared by a range of partners and experts 
on various aspects on food security strategies and their 
implications for WFP programs in Sudan. It is hoped 
that these papers and the ensuing discussions they gener-
ated will inform a strategic framework offering direction 
to WFP Sudan through 2011 consistent with national 
priorities and improve the understanding of the role and 
impact of WFP programs in Sudan. Over 200 people at-
tended the Forum, bringing together local government, 
civil society from across Sudan, aid agencies, the UN, and 
academics. A full report of the Forum and background 
papers, are available at fic.tufts.edu.

Humanitarian Policy Dialogue Workshops
Each six months the Center organizes dialogue sessions 
with humanitarian agencies and donors to share its latest 
research and gain feedback from practitioners. In Feb-
ruary 2006, FIC organized dialogues in Washington and 
New York to share the results of our recent field work in 
Darfur and northern Uganda. In May 2006, the dialogue 
sessions focused on our work evaluating the effectiveness 
of micro-credit schemes for displaced persons in Africa.

In 2006/7 our intent is to increase the number of venues 
for these sessions. We hope to have regular consultations 
in Geneva, Switzerland, and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Facilitating conferences and workshops
During the year the Center Director Peter Walker chaired 

a number of key conferences and workshops: in Decem-
ber 2005, the WHO conference on Humanitarian Bench-
marking and Mortality Data in Geneva and the ODI 
working group on Corruption in Aid in London, fol-
lowed in January by the HPG-ODI conference on Cash 
Handouts in Aid also in London.

The Humanitarianism and War Project concludes
With the retirement of its Director, Larry Minear, at the 
end of June 2006, the work of the project as a separate 
entity comes to an end. The Project’s concluding Status 
Report, issued in June, provides an appraisal of its ac-
tivities and impact. Over the course of 16 years and 88 
publications, the Project has established itself as a lead-
ing policy-oriented research center that has shaped the 
humanitarian agenda of practitioners and has contribut-
ed to the emerging academic discipline of humanitarian 
studies.. The Project’s research, publication, and dissemi-
nation activities will be continued within the Feinstein 
International Center’s thematic work on politics and 
policy. The Center will now publish regular Status Re-
ports for all the Center’s work to keep our stakeholders 
up-to-date on our achievements.

Education

The Center aims to provide the highest quality teaching 
and education for tomorrow’s humanitarian leaders and 
thinkers. The teaching agenda at the Center has three 
clear objectives:

1. To develop a cadre of professional humanitarian 
workers who view their work as a profession and are 
equipped with the up-to-date skills and knowledge as 
well as the wherewithal to use these skills in their careers 
as humanitarian managers, planners, and advisors.

2. To promote teaching humanitarian related issues in 
African universities so African humanitarian profession-
als have an alternative to the expensive and externally 
driven American and European university offerings.

3. To nurture an understanding of the humanitarian 
perspective in all students graduating from Tufts Uni-
versity, particularly those at the Friedman and Fletcher 
Schools.

Academic Education Courses 

During the period covered by this report, Center faculty 
offered five courses to graduate students in Medford, 
USA, and supported postgraduate teaching in Ethiopia.

Humanitarian Aid in Complex Emergencies
Dan Maxwell, Pierette Parriaux
This course puts complex emergencies and acute hunger 
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situations within a global perspective; gives students an 
understanding of the role of key institutional actors in 
the field; and equips them with specific tools for work in 
complex emergencies.

Gender, Culture and Conflict in Humanitarian 
Complex Emergencies
Dyan Mazurana
This course examines humanitarian aid in conflict situa-
tions from a gender perspective and highlights the policy 
and program implications that this dimension presents. 
Topics covered include gender relations as affected by 
conflict; the relationship between gender and the milita-
rization of societies and communities; violations of hu-
man rights and women’s rights; the gender dimensions 
of peace building and conflict resolution; and the gender 
dynamics of aid and post-conflict reconstruction.

Nutrition in Complex Emergencies
Helen Young, Annalies Borrel
This course examines the central role and importance 
of food and nutrition in complex emergencies. The im-
plications of this for nutrition assessment, policy de-
velopment, program design and implementation are 
examined. The course seeks to provide students with an 
understanding of the nutritional outcomes of emergen-

cies (malnutrition, morbidity and mortality), and the 
causes of malnutrition and mortality in emergencies (the 
process and dynamics of an emergency). The course de-
velops a broader range of management skills needed in 
relation to humanitarian response initiatives.

Research Seminar in Forced Migration and Human 
Security
Karen Jacobsen
This seminar seeks to strengthen students’ understand-
ing of and capacity to conduct social scientific inquiry 
in the field by exploring the research methods used by 
social scientists. The course is especially intended for 
students seeking structured guidance in conceptualizing 
and assembling a research proposal, particularly one that 
intends to use field methods in complex and conflict en-
vironments.

Tutorial in Forced Migration
Karen Jacobsen
This course is designed for a small number of students 
conducting research on specific topics in forced mi-
gration. The set of topics is decided once the group is 
formed, but has in common the overall theme of prac-
tical alternatives to current practice in refugee and hu-
manitarian protection and assistance. Thus, we identify 

Our graduating students go back out into the humanitarian community, better equipped to understand the com-
plexity of the environment they work in, and better equipped to challenge and change it. 95% of our graduates 
return to more influential posts in the aid commnuity.
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existing problems and responses, and then explore ways 
to address them. The course ensures that students have a 
solid background on the scale and scope of global forced 
displacement; international refugee law and institutions 
relating to refugees and IDPs; asylum policy in compara-
tive perspective; and the institutional nature of refugee 
protection and assistance.

Participatory Epidemiology
Andy Catley
We continued to run a course on participatory epide-
miology for postgraduate students at the Faculty of Vet-
erinary Medicine, University of Addis Ababa. This course 
introduces students to the principles and methods of 
participatory epidemiology, and examines the reliabil-
ity and validity of the approach relative to conventional 
epidemiological methods. The course is designed to im-
prove student’s capacity to conduct rigorous research in 
areas with severe resource and operational constraints. 

Degree programs

the Master of arts in humanitarian assistance
The Master of Arts in Humanitarian Assistance (MAHA) 
is a one-year joint degree offered jointly by the Friedman 
and Fletcher Schools. The program is geared toward 
mid-career professionals with significant field experi-
ence in humanitarian assistance. The program offers 
an academic set of courses so professionals can develop 
their knowledge and skills in the areas of nutrition, food 
policy, and economic, political and social development as 
these topics relate to humanitarian action. Practitioners 
study, reflect on, write about and share their experiences 
regarding humanitarian theories, programs and policies. 
This year six students graduated from the program.

The Master of Science in Food Policy and Nutri-
tion: Humanitarian Specialization
The FPAN program of the Friedman School equips stu-
dents with the diverse skills and knowledge they will need 
to make a successful impact on food policy and nutrition 
interventions worldwide. With its three fields of special-
ization, the FPAN provides not only conceptual and ana-
lytical skills required by program managers and policy 
analysts, but also a solid foundation in applied statistical 
and research skills, as well as in technical aspects of pro-
gram planning, design, implementation and evaluation.

The humanitarian specialization requires students to 
take, as core courses, two of the offerings from the Cen-
ter. This program is designed for students who seek to 
work in the demanding context of humanitarian crises. 
These nutrition professionals will be equipped to handle 
not only the technical, but also the social, political and 
economic aspects of disasters that contribute to nutri-
tional stress among at-risk populations.

New Fletcher Field of Study 
During the year the Center, in collaboration with the 
Institute of Human Security in the Fletcher School, has 
designed and had accepted, for the 2006/7 academic year, 
a new “field of study” for students taking the two year 
Masters in Law and Diplomacy (MALD). This Human 
Security field of study will allow students to focus on hu-
manitarian action, human rights, conflict resolution and 
development themes within their degree. The field will 
draw on existing and new courses offered by the Center, 
by the Friedman School of Nutrition Science ad Policy 
and by the Fletcher School.

The Inter-University Humanitarian Studies Ini-
tiative 

This unique and innovative inter-university program 
is designed for graduate students seeking an education 
in the evolving and multidisciplinary field of humani-
tarian studies. The program allows eligible students of 
three partner institutions (the Harvard School of Public 
Health, the Friedman and Fletcher Schools at Tufts Uni-
versity, and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology) to 
incorporate the requirements of the initiative into their 
respective program of study. This initiative has created 
bridges linking these three institutions, which students 
can traverse to meet the educational needs required in 
humanitarian studies: flexibility; diversity; excellence; 
and comprehensiveness. It has been highly successful, 
attracting a large and diverse student body. The Center 
will continue to support the program and to play a more 
central role in its development. This year 17 students 
completed the Humanitarian Studies Initiative. 

Mentoring 

Interns and Research Assistants
An important part of the Center’s academic work is to 
further the education of students through internships 
within the aid community and research assistance place-
ments within the Center’s own research programs. This 
year we successfully found places and support for 15 
summer or other interns. In addition, at least 10 gradu-
ate students were hired as part-time research assistants.

Practitioner experts
Periodically the Center offers space and assistance to al-
low aid workers to spend time at the Center. These prac-
titioner experts share their experiences with students and 
are able to take advantage of the many seminars. Practi-
tioners use this time to write up their work as case stud-
ies for teaching or papers for journal publication. This 
year we hosted a practitioner expert from MSF.
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Budget and Funding

The Center raised a total of $6,714,569.82 in 2005/6. 
Much of this was in multi-year grants carrying over into 
the next two financial years. Government donor agen-
cies in the USA, UK, Ireland, Sweden and Switzerland, 
along with US based foundations, the Red Cross and 

Source Amount

Government Donor Agencies $1,874,140.00

Foundations $2,786,690.00

Red Cross $24,342.00

Foreign Governments $1,373,207.00

UN Agencies $42,596.82

NGO agencies $214,561.00

Endowments Income $266,972.00

Incidental donations $132,061.00

Total $6714569.82

Income

Income 2005-2006 $6,714,569.82

Salaries $1,150,189.00

Benefits $284,835.00

Travel/Workshops $255,059.00

International package $11,440.00

Honorariums $7,295.00

Financial summary for July 2005 to June 2006

Red Crescent Movement, major NGOs and UN agencies 
also contributed to the cost of research carried out by 
the Center. The Center also has two small endowments 
generated $266,972 in combined income during the year. 
Expenditure amounted to $2,779,090 in 2005/65 with an 
estimated $3,935,479 income carrying over to 2006/7.
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Visa fees $1,421.00

Consultants $404,351.48

Supplies $35,024.00

Scholarship $42,366.00

Computer Equipment $20,873.00

Facilities $1,188.00

Catering $2,641.00

Dues $9,114.00

Books $1,270.00

Lab Equipment $1,546.00

Postage $9,618.00

Advertising $5,275.00

Repair Service $1,536.00

Printing/Copying/Publications $64,253.00

Phone/Communications $21,428.00

Housekeeping $2,600.00

Vehicle $11,986.00

Moving Expenses $4,969.00

Rent $38,307.00

Conversion Loss $8,042.52

Payment for interest earned on grants $10,735.00

Overhead $371,728.00

Total Expenses 07/01/05 to 06/30/06 $2,779,090.00

Total to be carried into 2006-2007 $3,935,479.82
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Center Staff 

Berhanu Admassu is a senior expert on regional and in-
ternational policy reform in the livestock sector in Africa 
and animal disease control. He has worked on communi-
ty-based programs with pastoralist communities in Ethi-
opia, Sudan and Kenya and an expert on livestock policy 
reforms related to poverty reduction. Part of this work 
includes ensuring effective primary animal health care 
delivery and surveillance systems, focusing in the pasto-
ral regions of Africa. His extensive experience of working 
directly with marginalized African communities, partic-
ularly in pastoralist areas, enables him to link realities at 
community level to the concerns and objectives of policy 
makers. He has been actively engaged in both participa-
tory analysis at field level, and facilitation and negotiation 
of policy processes at senior national and regional levels. 
He has also many years experience of working with non 
governmental agencies and professional associations in 
Africa to successfully lobby government to achieve radi-
cal policy reforms related to livestock trade and veteri-
nary service provision in rural areas. He has accumulated 
extensive experience of working in livestock projects in a 
wide range of environments with rural communities. Af-
ter graduating from veterinary school, he joined the Min-
istry of Agriculture in Ethiopia, where he held different 
positions with increasing responsibilities. He has started 
as Junior Veterinary Officer and progressed through dif-
ferent posts including Team Leader, Pan African Rinder-
pest Campaign (PARC) Branch Coordinator and Head 
of Regional Veterinary Laboratory. Prior to joining Tufts, 
he worked with the African Union’s Interafrican Bureau 
for Animal Resources (AU/IBAR) as an Institutional and 
Policy support advisor and project coordinator and led 
the field-level and policy support to governmental and 
non governmental partners. He holds a DVM degree in 
Veterinary Medicine from the University of Addis Ababa 
and a Master degree in Tropical Veterinary Medicine 
from the University of Edinburgh and has applied this 
knowledge in national and regional level animal disease 
surveillance and monitoring program.

Darlington Akabwai, DVM, is a Senior Researcher and 
Team Leader for the Karamajo Cluster research team 
(eastern Uganda, Western Kenya, and South Sudan). Dar-
lington has worked on community-based programs with 
pastoralist communities in Africa for over 25 years and 
is an expert on their indigenous knowledge and culture. 
He has pioneered community-based approaches to live-
stock care in East Africa and was instrumental in estab-
lishing programs that controlled rinderpest in Ethiopia, 
Sudan, Uganda and Kenya. His training as a veterinarian 
and his reputation as a peacemaker affords him great re-
spect throughout the region; he is considered by officials 
within the African Union’s Conflict Management Unit 
among the most respected and successful peacemakers 

in Uganda, Kenya, and Sudan. Within his capacity in the 
AU, Dr. Akabwai has worked to develop one of the cor-
nerstones of its work: pastoral conflict resolution and 
management, including working with local women to 
bring peace to the area with “Women’s Peace Crusades”. 
He holds a degree in veterinary medicine from the Uni-
versity of Nairobi. His current work focuses on Uganda 
and South Sudan with an emphasis in Karamoja.

Yacob Aklilu, MA, is an Agricultural Economist who cur-
rently works in Livestock Marketing Systems and Liveli-
hood-based Emergency interventions in Africa. He has 
worked extensively throughout the Horn and in South-
ern Africa countries. He has written a number of papers 
on veterinary drug privatization, livelihood-based emer-
gency interventions and livestock marketing systems and 
contributed to recent assessment reports on the crisis in 
Darfur and Ethiopia for USAID. In the last few years he 
has been actively engaged in assessing and analyzing the 
pastoral livelihood system, designing and testing pilot 
programs in the areas of alternative livelihoods, liveli-
hood-based emergency interventions, privatization and 
livestock and livestock products marketing. His “Lessons 
Learnt” documents have led to wide-scale adaptations of 
the pilot projects by other agencies and have contributed 
to policy changes particularly in Kenya and Ethiopia. Ak-
lilu consults for NGOs, Governments and donors on a 
range of pastoral issues that include assessments, analysis 
or program design in the Horn. Prior to joining Tufts, he 
worked with UNICEF, the UN, FINNIDA and NGOs in 
Mozambique, Zambia and Iraq. 

John Burns has recently joined the Feinstein Center 
in Ethiopia as lead researcher the Bill & Melinda Gates 
funded Humanitarian Impact Assessment project. He 
will be working in partnership with seven organizations 
in Africa, looking at the development and application of 
an approach and tools to measure the impact of human-
itarian assistance programs. Prior to joining the center 
John worked as a consultant for the European Commis-
sion, and was responsible for their Food Security initia-
tives in Southern Sudan. He has also worked in various 
capacities for the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization, and the World Food Programme in Africa, 
Central Asia, and the Middle East. He holds a Bachelors 
degree from Rhodes and a joint Masters degree from the 
Fletcher & Freidman Schools at Tufts

Khristopher Carlson, LL.M., is a Senior Researcher at 
the Feinstein International Center, Tufts University, USA. 
Carlson was a contributing author to Women, Peace and 
Security: Study of the United Nations Secretary-General 
as Pursuant Security Council Resolution 1325 (United 
Nations 2002). His areas of specialty include interna-
tional human rights and humanitarian law, with an em-
phasis on youth and armed conflict. His interest focuses 



on the role of children in armed conflict in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, with an emphasis on youth associated with fight-
ing forces.

Carlson has written a number of publications regarding 
the experiences of youth during situations of armed con-
flict. His latest works include “Young Mothers, Forced 
Marriage and Children Born in Captivity within the 
Lord’s Resistance Army in northern Uganda,” Disasters: 
Journal of Disasters Studies Policy and Management 
(forthcoming) and “War Slavery: The Role of Children 
and Youth in Fighting Forces in Sustaining Armed Con-
flicts and War Economies in Africa,” Gender, Violent 
Conflict, and Development (Duke University Press, 
2006). Carlson has worked as a consultant and advisor 
for various governments on projects regarding youth in 
conflict and post conflict situations in Angola, Burundi, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, northern Uganda, 
South Sudan, and Sierra Leone. 

Andy Catley, PhD, worked on community-based NGO 
relief and development programs in Somalia, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Sudan and Uganda before joining the Inter-
national Institute for Environment and Development in 
1997, where he pioneered the use of participatory epide-
miological methods in marginalized pastoralist commu-
nities in Africa. He joined the Center’s Africa Team in late 
2000 and was seconded to the AU’s Interafrican Bureau 
for Animal Resources. Working on a regional program in 
the Horn of Africa, he led the institutionalization of par-
ticipatory research in the AU, FAO, OIE and government 
and research institutes. Catley is used as a consultant by 
USAID, DFID and FAO, and is a recognized international 
authority on primary veterinary services in developing 
regions. His most recent work includes research on policy 
processes around livestock and pastoralism in the Horn 
of Africa, and the use of participatory impact assessment 
to inform policy dialogue. He holds a Bachelor degree in 
Veterinary Medicine from the University of London, a 
Masters degree in Tropical Veterinary Science from the 
University of Edinburgh, and a PhD in epidemiology, 
also from the University of Edinburgh and was recently 
awarded a Diploma of Veterinary Public Health by the 
European College of Veterinary Public Health. 

Antonio Donini, MA, is a Senior Researcher at the Cen-
ter where he is working on issues relating to the future 
of humanitarian action. From 2002 to 2004 he was Vis-
iting Senior Fellow at the Watson Institute for Interna-
tional Studies at Brown University. He has worked for 26 
years in the United Nations in research, evaluation and 
humanitarian capacities. His last post was as Director 
of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Assistance to Afghanistan (1999-2002). Before going to 
Afghanistan, he was Chief of the Lessons Learned Unit 
at OCHA, where he managed a program of independent 

studies on the effectiveness of relief efforts in complex 
emergencies. He has published widely on evaluation, hu-
manitarian and UN reform issues. In 2004 he co-edited a 
volume on nation-nuilding in Afghanistan.

Karen Jacobsen, PhD, leads the Refugee and Forced Mi-
gration Program at the Center and is an Associate Profes-
sor at the School of Nutrition Sciences and Policy. She 
directed the Alchemy Project from 2001-2005, which 
provided grants and conducted research and impact 
evaluations on micro-enterprise initiatives in conflict-
affected communities in Africa. Her current research 
focuses on the role of remittances in the livelihoods of 
forcibly displaced people in Sudan (funded by Ford and 
Mellon Foundations), and the experience of urban refu-
gees in Johannesburg, Maputo and Nairobi (funded by 
the MacArthur Foundation). She is also working with 
IRC on a survey of Burmese refugees in Thailand. Her 
most recent book, The Economic Life of Refugees was 
published in 2005. She teaches courses on Field Meth-
ods and on Forced Migration. Her earlier research inves-
tigated security and protection issues for refugees and 
relief workers in refugee camps, a study for UNHCR on 
self-settled refugees and local integration; research on se-
curity problems in refugee camps, on the environmental 
impact of refugees in asylum countries, and on the policy 
responses of host governments in Africa and Southeast 
Asia to refugees. She holds a B.A. from University of Wit-
watersrand (Johannesburg) and a Ph.D. from the Mas-
sachusetts institute of Technology.

Lacey A. Gale, PhD, is a post-doctoral fellow/researcher 
at the Center. She received her PhD in Cultural Anthro-
pology and Population Studies from Brown University. 
Her research covers issues related to refugees and diaspo-
ras and the role of families in transnational livelihoods. 
Gale’s recent publications examine humanitarian as-
sistance, refugee camp life, and post-conflict society in 
West Africa. As a consultant for the International Res-
cue Committee she produced a photo-documentary and 
traveling exhibit focused on camp closure and repatria-
tion among refugee populations in West Africa. She is 
currently collaborating with the United Somali Women 
of Maine, a refugee-headed non-profit, to create an edu-
cational multi-media piece concerning the lives of So-
mali families in Maine.

Daniel Maxwell, PhD was formerly the Deputy Regional 
Director for CARE International in Eastern and Cen-
tral Africa, based in Nairobi. In addition to his primary 
responsibility for the oversight of Country Offices, he 
was responsible for program development, disaster pre-
paredness and emergency response in ten countries in 
the Great Lakes and the Greater Horn of Africa. Before 
joining CARE in 1998, he worked for the Internation-
al Food Policy Research Institute and the Land Tenure 
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Center, and worked for Mennonite Central Committee 
for ten years in Tanzania and Uganda early in his career. 
His recent research has focused on food security, fam-
ine, chronic vulnerability, and humanitarian response 
in complex emergencies. Dan has held Fulbright and 
Rockefeller Fellowships. He is the co-author, with Chris 
Barrett of Cornell University, of the recent book, Food 
Aid After Fifty Years: Recasting its Role (2005), which has 
already had far-ranging impacts on food aid practice and 
policy. He holds a B.Sc. Degree from Wilmington Col-
lege, a Master’s Degree from Cornell, and a PhD from the 
University of Wisconsin.

Dyan Mazurana, PhD, is Research Director and her areas 
of specialty include women’s human rights, war-affected 
children and youth, armed conflict, and peacekeeping. 
Mazurana is a primary author of Women, Peace and Se-
curity: Study of the United Nations Secretary-General as 
Pursuant Security Council Resolution 1325 (United Na-
tions 2002) and has published over 40 scholarly and pol-
icy books and essays in numerous languages. Mazurana 
works with a variety of governments, UN agencies, hu-
man rights and child protection organizations regarding 
improving efforts to assist youth and women affected by 
armed conflict, including those associated with fighting 
forces. She has written and developed training materi-
als regarding gender, human rights, armed conflict, and 
post-conflict periods for civilian, police, and military 
peacekeepers involved in UN and NATO operations. In 
conjunction with international human rights groups, she 
wrote materials now widely used to assist in document-
ing human rights abuses against women and girls during 
conflict and post-conflict reconstruction periods. She 
has also worked with international NGOs and the ICRC 
to dialogue with leaders of armed opposition groups 
worldwide to help strengthen and promote their adher-
ence to international humanitarian and human rights 
law. Her research focuses on the experiences of armed 
conflict on youth combatants and civilian populations 
and their efforts for justice and peace. She has worked 
in Afghanistan, the Balkans, and southern, west and 
east Africa. Her current research focuses on Uganda and 
South Sudan.

Larry Minear, MA, holds Bachelor of Arts and Masters 
of Divinity degrees from Yale University, a Master of 
Arts in Teaching from Harvard, and worked for a year 
as a Fulbright scholar. Minear’s professional experience 
includes management of NGO aid activities in Sudan 
and advocacy activities in Washington, DC. Since co-
founding the Humanitarianism and War Project in 1991 
he has orchestrated an innovative program of research 
and dialogue in the field of humanitarian action. His re-
search has resulted in a score of monographs and books 
on individual conflicts (e.g., Cambodia, the Caucasus, 
Rwanda, and the Balkans) and themes (e.g., the role of 

the military in humanitarian action, and the media as 
a humanitarian actor) for practitioners, policy-makers 
and the general public. In addition to editing the pub-
lications of the Project, Minear has written extensively, 
most recently books on The Humanitarian Enterprise 
and (with Ian Smillie) on the political economy of hu-
manitarian action. Larry Minear retired from the Center 
in June 2006.

Peter Walker, PhD, has been active in development and 
disaster response since 1979. He has worked for a num-
ber of British-based NGOs and environmental organiza-
tions in several African countries, as well as having been 
a university lecturer and director of a food wholesaling 
company. Peter joined the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Geneva in 1990 
where he was Director of Disaster Policy for 10 years 
before moving to Bangkok as Head of the Federation’s 
regional programs for Southeast Asia. He has traveled 
extensively in the Middle East, Africa, Eastern Europe 
and the Former Soviet Union, and has published widely 
on subjects as diverse as the development of indigenous 
knowledge and famine early warning systems, to the role 
of military forces in disaster relief. Peter was the founder 
and manager of the World Disasters Report and played 
a key role in initiating and developing both the Code of 
Conduct for disaster workers and the Sphere humanitar-
ian standards. He became Director of the Center in Sep-
tember 2002. 

Helen Young, PhD, leads the Public Nutrition Program 
at the Center. Young is also co-editor of the journal Di-
sasters. She was formerly the Food and Nutrition Adviser 
in Emergencies for Oxfam UK and was responsible for 
policy development, institutional learning and opera-
tional support. Her career in nutrition started with Ox-
fam UK working in Sudan and Ethiopia in famine pre-
paredness and response from 1985 to 1989, including 
two years based in El Fasher, Darfur. She has extensive 
experience working for a range of international NGOs 
and UN organizations, including UNHCR, the World 
Bank and FAO. As a Research Fellow at the Overseas 
Development Institute, she developed participatory ap-
proaches to nutrition and food security assessment and 
surveillance. She has published extensively, including 
two practical field guides, and academic texts on nutri-
tion, famine and livelihoods. In 2003 she coordinated the 
participatory development of the new Sphere Minimum 
Standards on food security. Currently she is responsible 
for academic teaching on nutrition in emergencies at 
Tufts and a range of organizational development and 
learning initiatives (e.g., a global training initiative for 
the World Food Programme and a professional develop-
ment program for UNICEF). Her research interests in-
clude linkages between livelihoods, public nutrition and 
conflict, as reflected in the recent review of the impact of 
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conflict on livelihoods in Darfur, Sudan. She is currently 
researching the impact of conflict on labour migration 
and remittance flows on livelihoods in Darfur. She holds 
a BSc from Oxford Polytechnic and a PhD from the 
Council for National Academy Awards, Bournemouth 
University, UK. 

Karina Purushotma, MSc, is a Reasearcher with the Hu-
manitarianism and War Project and is currently part of 
the Humanitarian Agenda 2015 research team. Prior to 
joining the Center, Karina worked as a Program Man-
ager for a US-based NGO seeking to engage youth in 
service-learning. She has also worked with children and 
youth in several international locations, most recently in 
Bosnia and Kosovo, using the performing arts to engage 
audiences in interactive discussions on themes such as 
domestic violence, the hereditary nature of prejudice, 
the need for gender partnership, the dangers of drug 
and alchohol abuse, and more. She has authored several 
youth leadership curriculums and frequently facilitates 
trainings. Karina is also part of the Working Group for 
the Ratification of CEDAW and is co-author of CEDAW: 
Rights that Benefit an Entire Community. She holds a BA 
from UC Berkeley, and an MSc from the London School 
of Economics and Political Science.

Jennifer Gatto joined the Famine Center in 2001 as an 
Administrative Assistant to the Humanitarianism and 
War Project. She recently took on a new position as the 
Budget Assistant supporting the Center’s Budget Coordi-
nator. She works closely with faculty, staff, students and 
consultants on issues of financial management. She has 
a Bachelors degree in International Relations from Syra-
cuse University . Jennifer left the Center in June 2006.

Ann O’Brien joined the Famine Center in June 2001 as 
an Administrative Assistant. She is now the Assistant to 
the Director and Coordinator of the MAHA Program. 
She assists the Project Directors/Administrators of the 
Center in event planning, workshops, seminars, and 
conferences. She is also responsible for making travel ar-
rangements. Ann has 20 years of experience working in 
state government. 

Rosa Pendenza is the Budget Coordinator for the Fam-
ine Center. She is responsible for budgeting and recon-
ciling the Famine Center’s finances. She has previously 
worked at Tufts University Human Resources, Century 
Bank and Lechmere. Pendenza holds a BA in Business 
Management from Suffolk University. 

Andrew Whitacre is Communication Specialist for the 
Center. He develops the Center’s public-facing mate-
rial, including its website, briefing papers, and annual 
reports. Andrew worked previously for Houghton Mif-
flin Co. and holds a B.A. in Communication from Wake 

Forest University and an M.F.A. in Creative Writing from 
Emerson College.

Beth O’Leary joined the Famine Center in June 2006 as 
the Budget and Accounting Coordinator. She supports 
the Center’s Budget Fiscal Officer and works closely with 
faculty and staff on various financial matters. She previ-
ously worked in the finance industry as a Mutual Fund 
Accountant for Investors Bank & Trust. Beth holds a B.S 
in Business Administration from Mary Washington Col-
lege. 

Anita Robbins joined the Feinstein International Cen-
ter in May 2006 as an Administrative Assistant. She is 
responsible for the Director’s calendar, making travel 
arrangements, and assisting Project Directors/Admin-
istrators in event planning, workshops, seminars and 
conferences. She previously worked at Tufts University 
Medical School and Alumni Relations. Anita has several 
years of experience working in the corporate sector and 
attended Northeastern University as a Business Manage-
ment/Journalism major.

Hirut Demissie joined the Famine Center in 2005 as an 
Administrative Assistant to the Africa based office in Ad-
dis Ababa. She assists the Project coordinators in plan-
ning events and in organizing workshops, seminars, and 
conferences. She is also responsible for making travel ar-
rangements. She has a Bachelors degree in Political Sci-
ence and International Relations from Addis Ababa Uni-
versity and a Diploma in Office Management from Unity 
College, Addis Ababa.
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