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To-be Jumbo? Get out your crayons
ROB SILVERBLATT

Daily Editorial Board

“Using an 8.5 x 11-inch sheet
of paper, illustrate an ad for a
movie, design a house, make
an object better, illustrate an ad
for an object of your choice.”
This unusual task has officially become a criterion for
selection to the Tufts Class of
2011, after a new section of the
undergraduate application was
released yesterday.
The optional section is
designed to test for creativity, according to Dean of
Undergraduate Admissions Lee
Coffin. Answers will be evaluated using the results from Dean
of Arts and Sciences Robert
Sternberg’s extensive research.
In addition to serving
as Dean, Sternberg is also a
Professor and recognized
authority in Psychology whose
research focuses on connections between creativity and
leadership.
“The essays were strategically written to produce creative,
analytical or practical responses that correspond with Dean
Sternberg’s research on theories of successful intelligence,”
Coffin said in an e-mail to the
Daily.
Sternberg, who was traveling
yesterday, could not be reached
by press time to comment on
his research.
Students who choose to
complete the section this year
will have a choice of seven
questions. Other options
include reevaluating a historical moment or writing a short
story on the end of MTV.
According to Coffin, these
questions will “in theory...produce additional insights into a
student’s leadership potential.”
This is especially important,
he said, given that the selection
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Elections Results
In-House Elections TCU J

Freshman Class Council

Chair: Daniel Halper ‘09
Vice Chair: Shiva Bhashyan ‘07
Recognition Chair:
Ki Young Kim ‘10
Re-RecognitionChair:Jane Song ‘10
Historian:Veda Shastri ‘09
Treasurer:Jeffery Kiok ‘09
Advocacy Chair:Allison Sorkin ‘09

President: Jay Romano
VP Social Programming:
Anita Wu
VP Academic Programming:
Naomi Ellenson
Treasurer: Brittany Cahoon
Secretary: Elizabeth Chou

The Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Judiciary held in-house elections Wednesday night, with only
one board member returning from
last year.
The group elected returning
sophomore and former treasurer
Daniel Halper to be the judiciary
chair for the 2006-2007 academic
year. He will succeed junior Alex
Clark.
“I’m excited to be able to lead
the J in what will hopefully be a very
productive and good year,” Halper
said.

Just under 30 percent of
the freshman class voted
Wednesday night for their class
council president, vice presidents of social and academic
programming, treasurer and
secretary.
The new officers will be in
charge of organizing social and
academic events for the class
of 2010.
They will join the sophomore, junior and senior class
councils and other groups on a
retreat in New Hampshire this
weekend.
— Marc Raifman

New changes for IR program
BY

ASHLEY SEMLER

Contributing Writer
DANA BERUBE

A Daily illustrator offers one sample answer to the new Tufts application question: this drawing advertises a movie featuring an improved
product and a specialized house.
process for incoming classes is
unavoidably subjective.
“Since so many of the
applicants to Tufts are qualified for admission in an academic sense, the Admissions
Committee often turns to subjective qualitative data like
essays, recommendations and
interviews to sift [through]
the pool,” he said. “In a ‘most
selective’ admissions environment like Tufts, any additional
perspectives we can gather on

individual candidates is always
welcome.”
Tufts Community Union
( TCU)
President
Mitch
Robinson agrees. “I think that
Dean Sternberg’s initiative is
unbelievable,” he said.
Specifically, he is enthusiastic about the ability to render
judgments on leadership capabilities based on answers to the
essays.
see CREATIVITY, page 2

The International Relations (IR)
program is preparing to launch
an updated curriculum that will
change the structure and requirements of the IR major.
The change, which has been in
the works for over two years, was
brought about by the IR Executive
Committee (IREC), led by IR
Program Director and Associate
Political Science Professor Malik
Mufti.
The new program decreases
the IR core requirements from
seven to five. Focused coursework
within the student’s area of interest, or concentration, will increase
from four units to seven.

“We’re tremendously excited
by this curriculum reform,” Mufti
said, “and [we’re] confident that it
will further strengthen the quality and reputation of this flagship
program at Tufts.”
IREC’s proposal was approved
on May 10 by a unanimous faculty
vote.
Dean
of
Undergraduate
Education James Glaser said that
the changes brought some coherence to a “far-flung” major that
had lost much of its focus.
“Periodic change is necessary
in academia,” Glaser said.
The new program will incorporate culture, U.S. foreign policy, and seminar requirements
into student concentrations. The
see IR, page 2

Somerville mayor formalizes sister relationship with Italian city
BY

ROB SILVERBLATT

Daily Editorial Board

Earlier this month, Somerville Mayor Joe
Curtatone stood before a crowd in City Hall
and officially made Gaeta, Italy, Somerville’s
sister city.
The new relationship will strengthen economic and cultural ties with Gaeta, where
Curtatone has family ties, and was part of
his effort to show the Somerville’s immigrant
community that their city supports them.
“We want again just to put out and exclaim
the point that we are a city of hope, we are a
city of opportunity,” he told the Daily. “If you
live in this city, whether you’re here on legal
or illegal status, this is your city.”
Two weeks after the ceremony, many
Somerville immigrants say they acknowledge this commitment, but that gestures like
the one above have nothing to do with it.
Ever Castro, who immigrated to the
United States over a decade ago from El
Salvador, said that he never even heard of
the new sister city relationship.
Even so, he feels that Somerville’s commitment to aiding immigrants compares
favorably with other neighboring cities.

“Almost every day you hear [about officials] deporting people from Chelsea,
but...[I] don’t hear much [about people getting deported] from Somerville,” he said.
He said that he knows very little about
Curtatone, although what he has heard, he
appreciates.
“He said he would not allow the police to
act like Immigration,” he said. “That’s the
only thing I’ve heard about him.”
Castro was referring to a speech Curtatone
gave on May Day this past spring, reaffirming Somerville’s commitment to protecting
its immigrant population.
During the speech, he said that Somerville’s
police force should not be used unnecessarily against immigrants.
“We’re trying to reach out to these different communities...and to divert from that
and become the local arm of the federal
government’s attempts to clean up their
mess regarding immigration would really
just jeopardize our attempts,” Curtatone
told the Daily in May.
Another immigrant working in Somerville,
who asked that his name be withheld, agrees
that the city has a welcoming atmosphere
see IMMIGRATION, page 2
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NEW TV REVIEW

Senior quad-captain Chris
Decembrele and the football team open up against
Hamilton on Saturday.

Remember 3rd Grade?
CBS, please don’t.
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COURTESY OF SOMERVILLE MAYOR’S OFFICE

Mayor Massimo Magliozzi of Gaeta, Italy, signs the Memorandum of Understanding formalizing a sister
city relationship between Somerville and Gaeta; Somerville Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone (left) looks on.
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Online add/drop calms registration
woes — at least, for the most part
BY

ALEX BLUM

Contributing Writer

As the peak of course registration draws to a close, student
feedback from the new online
Student Information System
(SIS) add/drop system has been
largely positive, despite a few
mishaps.
Students were able to alter their
class choices instantaneously for
the first time this year. With the
previous system, a paper form
with advisor and professor signatures were required for every
change.
Technical services had known
for some time that the system
needed an overhaul but only
recently developed the technology necessary to implement
it, according to Matt Reardon,
a graduate student who works
in the Student Services department.
“It has been in the works for a
while and we finally had all the
software right,” he said.
Students had a wide window
of time to electronically tweak
their schedules, stretching from
the summer into the fall semester, Reardon said.
“After all students registered
in the spring, we opened registration for all students to make
changes [online] all summer,”
Reardon said. “That’s never been
an option. Also, we kept registration open for two weeks into the
semester.”
Why did it take so long? Many

were concerned that a wholly
electronic system would obstruct
communication between faculty
and students, Associate Professor
of Political Science Jeffrey
Taliaferro said.
“It was based on a presumption that by having students
obtain these signatures it would
be a mechanism for advising to
take place, but it was complete
fiction,” he said.
Taliaferro said that the “antiquated” technology underpinning the old system made it
inconvenient for students and
professors alike.
Junior Adam Levy is satisfied
with the online add/drop process.
“I think it’s a great idea. Tufts is
finally spending money on programs that actually benefit the
student body’s day-to-day activities,” he said.
The ability to make changes
to a schedule at any time also
avoids time conflicts that had
complicated the process of
add/drop, Levy said.
“The new program clearly
saves time. One of my main
problems with the old one was
that, if I wanted to drop a class
and it was at the same time as the
one I wanted to take, I had to be
in two places at once. Now I don’t
have to miss class.”
Tufts faculty members are
pleased that the online system
displays a more current and
accurate course roster, Taliaferro
said. “It is updated far more fre-

quently than it used to be so
we have a much better sense of
who is actually enrolled in our
classes.”
But some students have given
the new system mixed reviews.
They feel that its reliance on
computers means glitches in the
technology can slow the process.
“It is kind of convenient that
you can [add and drop courses]
online, but there are a lot of issues
with it,” freshman Paul Richards
said. “It is down and crashes a lot
and it seems like they don’t know
what they’re doing.”
The new system created
confusion in at least one class,
Contemporary Jewish Fiction,
which had several students on
the wait-list. Due to delays in
SIS updates, wait-listed students
did not know whether they were
enrolled on the first day of class.
Despite the complaints and
inconveniences, Richards thinks
that most students still appreciate the new process as a better
alternative.
“It is still better than going
down to Dowling and getting a
paper and spending time going
to your advisor and your teacher
and getting it signed,” he said.
Changes to SIS are a sample
of numerous changes in store for
Student Services, Reardon said.
“A big [upcoming change]
is the degree audit system,”
Reardon said. “It will allow students to check core requirements and major requirements
online.”

Gaeta example first in series of partnerships
IMMIGRATION
continued from page 1

for immigrants, although he has
never heard of Curtatone, let
alone his Gaeta initiative. “I see a
lot of community, [which] makes
me feel comfortable,” he said.
Although unfamiliar with many
local immigration issues, he is
aware of the failure to reach an
adequate solution at the national
level.
“I’ve been here a lot of years,
and I hear the same things all [the
time]...and I realize it’s just talk,”
he said, echoing the concerns of
many in the immigrant community.
According to Aru Manrique,
the Multicultural Director of
Somerville, a lack of specific
knowledge about local politics
is not uncommon among both
immigrants and non-immigrants
alike.
“If you don’t want to know who
your mayor is, you won’t know.
That’s something that we want to
change,” he said.
Even so, he is not surprised
to hear that many immigrants
feel that Somerville is immigrantfriendly.
“Although they might not be
aware of who’s putting what
through, they’re aware that they’re
being treated well,” Manrique
said.
He said that he would like for

MARKETS

more people to be familiar with
local issues and that this can be
accomplished simply by picking
up a local newspaper or turning
on a local television station.
“There’s always pockets that
don’t get reached because you can
only supply information so many
times,” he said. “People have to
meet you half way. People have to
seek out information too.”
Many immigrants are ready
to do just that. “I know how I
feel about [immigration], but I
need to learn more about politicians [and] how they feel,” Carlos
Mendes, a taxi driver who lives in
Somerville, said.
Mendes, who has lived in
the United States for about 18
years, also had never heard of
Somerville’s new relationship
with Gaeta, but upon being told,
was skeptical.
He feels that Italy is a random
choice. “Italy, it’s like going someplace...in [the] Bronx,” he said.
“It’s kind of laughable.”
He also said that Italian immigrants often face less ostracism
than those from other countries.
“Nobody’s going to tell [an]
Italian guy ‘Go back to your country,’” he said. “Even if they just got
here a year ago.”
Instead, he feels that it would
be better to choose a country
more representative of the immigrant community in Somerville.

WEATHER FORECAST

“You should probably go
someplace in Brazil, or someplace in Central America, where
you find most of the immigrants
[are from],” he said.
Manrique, though, said that
Gaeta is only the first city in a
series of cities to which Somerville
hopes to extend similar relationships.
He said that there are already
potential plans underway with a
city in El Salvador and one in
Portugal, among other countries.
Such relationships, he said,
will be an important resource
not only for people that want to
immigrate to Somerville, but will
also serve as a cultural reminder
to people from those areas who
already live in Somerville, including children.
“There can be a lot of cultural
exchange to let those kids know
...you should learn about your
culture. This is something that
always keeps their community
rich,” he said.
Manrique hopes that the Gaeta
example will encourage immigrants to push for similar relationships with their own home
cities.
For now, though, any exposure to local politics is beneficial.
Mendes, when informed of some
of Mayor Curtatone’s efforts, was
very supportive. “I kind of dig
him,” he said.
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Trial application unique
CREATIVITY
continued from page 1

“The thing that distinguishes
Tufts ... is the type of leadership
that we bring to this school,” he
said.
Though the questions are
optional, he feels that applicants
will take the initiative to answer
them.
“I think the tendency is to
do everything you can to get
into [a] college, especially if you
really want to go there,” he said.
“So you want them to have every
opportunity to see what kind of
student you are.”
Other students on campus are
equally enthusiastic about the
new questions.
According to sophomore
Prakhar Agarwal, they give students the chance to bring their
personalities to life.
“These [questions] make you
work harder and truly show your
personality and the breadth of
your opinion,” he said.
Sophomore Maya Brakhman
agrees. “It really makes people
stand out when they’re able to
show some of their personality
in the application,” she said.
According to Coffin, the new

essay questions were approved
by the Faculty Committee on
Admissions and Financial Aid
last winter.
They now comprise a pilot program known as the Kaleidoscope

“These [questions] make
you work harder and
truly show your personality and the breadth of
your opinion.”
Prakhar Agarwal
sophomore

Admissions Pilot. He said that
it is the only one of its kind,
though it bears some similarity
to the University of Chicago’s
Uncommon Application.
Because of their novelty, he
doubts that most applicants will
even fully grasp the purpose of
the questions.
“I suspect most applicants
will not realize that the optional
essays have a scientific basis to
their construction,” he said.

Many freshmen uninformed
about upcoming changes
IR
continued from page 1

goal of this new system is for students to focus on themes within
their chosen concentrations and
reach a deeper understanding of
a specific aspect of international
relations.

“We’re tremendously
excited by this curriculum reform and confident that it will further
strengthen the quality
and reputation of this
flagship program at
Tufts.”
Malik Mufti
IR Program DIrector
Many of the concentrations,
which were formerly known as
clusters, will also change. Regional
and economic concentrations will
remain, and new concentrations
will replace the other clusters.
The new concentrations include:
Global Health, Nutrition and
the Environment; International
Security; the United States in
World Affairs; and Identity and
Ideology.
Despite overwhelming support
from the faculty and administration, changing the IR curriculum
was a long process. The IREC had
to discuss its plans with the IR
faculty and the departments that
comprise the program, as well as
the Director’s Leadership Council,
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the student liaisons to the IREC,
before deciding to take on the
challenge.
The proposed changes were
then submitted to the Arts and
Sciences Curricula Committee
and voted on by the entire Arts
and Sciences faculty. “I tip my cap
to Professor Mufti for this effort,”
Glaser said.
Although the faculty supports
the updated program, some students are unclear about what the
changes mean, and many others
are completely unaware of their
existence.
Kahran Singh, a freshman and
prospective IR major, was not
aware of the new IR program.
“I guess freshmen just don’t
know about the changes,” he
said.
The IR program’s Academic
Planning Guide for 2006 still
lists the old requirements for the
major. According to Mufti, the
new curriculum has not yet been
perfected and will not be put into
universal effect until complete.
“We still have the task of refining
one or two of the new concentrations and of assigning course listings for each of the new requirements,” Mufti said. “That should
take most of the semester.”
The class of 2010 will have the
choice to either stay with the original IR program or to join the new
program, according to Mufti.
“Students don’t need to worry
about finding out in midstream
that their requirements have
changed,” Mufti said. “All students
who began under the old guidelines will be allowed to complete
their majors under those same old
guidelines if they like.”
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“The NESCAC is getting tougher, from
top to bottom. There
are no cupcakes out
there, no pushovers.”
Bill Samko
Tufts football head coach
see SPORTS, back page
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Knitting: it’s not just for grandmas anymore
BY

ROBIN CAROL

Contributing Writer

Sitting on the couch watching “Project
Runway” or spending hours online
browsing UrbanOutfitters.com might
be popular pastimes at Tufts, but what if
you could be making your own clothes
at the same time? These days, needles
and yarn are increasingly resting in the
hands of a younger demographic.
The popularity of a craft once
reserved for older generations has
steadily spread to college students.
According to the Craft Yarn Council of
America, from 2002 to 2004, there was
a 100 percent increase among women
aged 18 or under who knit or crochet.
Fifty-three million American women,
or 36 percent, know how to knit or crochet. Tufts students say the creativity,
flexibility, and portability of knitting
projects makes it an easy and desirable
hobby to learn.
“I personally like knitting because it’s
very relaxing and you can do it while
you’re doing something else,” junior
Dina Rezvani said.
Knitting also gives fashionistas
a chance to create the perfect item:

“It’s nice to be able to make things for
yourself and design your own apparel,”
junior Ellen Van Dusen said.
Van Dusen also found knitting a great
leisure activity. “It’s relaxing and if you’re
not doing anything, it’s productive,” she
said. “You feel like you are accomplishing something.”
But knitting and other textile-based
crafts weren’t quite so popular 10
years ago, explained Ex-College lecturer Seddon Wylde, who had planned
to teach a class this semester entitled
Textiles and Culture: Weaving Heritage,
which was cancelled due to low enrollment.
“It comes and goes in waves,” Wylde
said. “There was a wonderful renaissance in the 60s. Weaving was in its
height in America; everyone wanted to
weave. Twenty years before that, everyone knit. We would knit in line in my
school cafeteria. It’s not as much like
that now, but I do think it’s coming
back.”
Celebrities have been jumping on the
knitting bandwagon as well. Celebrity
knitters include Julia Roberts, Madonna,
see KNITTING, page 4

Do you vote?
CAMPUS COMMENT

“I think it is our responsibility to vote.We have a
government that supposedly works for us — we
should have a hand in
determining who works
for us.”
Morgan Robinson
Sophomore

ARIANNE BAKER/TUFTS DAILY

Alex Nussbaum

“I think Tufts could
make more of an effort
to make it easier to get
absentee ballots to students.”
Alex Nussbaum
Senior

ARIANNE BAKER/TUFTS DAILY

Morgan Robinson

ARIANNE BAKER/TUFTS DAILY

Adam Dworkin

“I sometimes choose
not to vote because
I don’t understand
enough about the
candidates, and my
vote would have been
an uneducated vote,
which isn’t a good
thing.”
Adam Dworkin
Sophomore

ARIANNE BAKER/TUFTS DAILY

Ashley Wickman

“I wasn’t able to vote in
the primary because my
absentee ballot never
arrived ... I was disappointed that I was unable
to vote in Somerville
even though I’m a
Massachusetts resident.”
Ashley Wickham
Senior

JYLL SASKIN | FASHION INFORMER

The leggings dilemma

O

paque, sheer, matte, shiny,
cropped, ankle: leggings were a
runway staple in every Fall Ready-

to-Wear show from Max Azria to Yves Saint
Laurent.

VANESSA WHITE/TUFTS DAILY

Junior Anabel Goa knits in her spare time
to relieve stress.

Is Tufts University
an electoral college?
BY

ARIANNE BAKER

Daily Editorial Board

On Tuesday, Mass. Democrats nominated Deval
Patrick for this year’s mid-term gubernatorial race.
Patrick will face Republican candidate Kerry Healey
on Nov. 7, and unless an independent candidate pulls
a major upset, Mass. voters will be making history no
matter whom they choose. The winner will either be the
state’s first black governor or its first female governor.
According to The Center for Information & Research
on Civic Learning & Engagement (CIRCLE), only 23
percent of eligible voters aged 18-29 voted in the last
Massachusetts mid-term election. CIRCLE estimates
that there are 842,000 young voters in the state this
year, but until more statistics from the primary become
available, it is impossible to say how many of them
actually voted.
Some Jumbos say that they try to vote, but oftentimes
it can be difficult. Students who live far from home may
not go through the arduous process of requesting,
receiving, and returning absentee ballots on time.
“I probably wouldn’t end up voting if my mom didn’t
send me the ballots because getting an absentee ballot
can be complicated,” senior Lisa Hyman said.
Senior Ashley Friend-Kendall agreed that having
her ballots mailed to her at Tufts makes voting easier.
“Oregon does everything by mail, so my mom sends
me my absentee ballot for every election and I send it
back,” she said.
Because Tufts students hail from so many different
states, the processes for registering to vote and getting
an absentee ballot are not always the same. But it is
possible, which begs the question: Are students actually
voting?
“I’d like to say yes,” senior Alex Nussbaum said. “But I
think it’s fewer than you’d assume. I just think about my
friends; they don’t really vote.”
Friend-Kendall believes being away from home
keeps students from voting. “I think there are a lot of
people who don’t vote because they don’t have time
because of work and other obligations, but for students,
I think it’s just that being out of town makes it harder,”
she said.
It can also be hard for absentee students to keep
track of referenda on local topics. For sophomore Adam
Dworkin, who hails from California, the multitude
of questions on local ballots is simply too much to
handle.
“I get confused about the smaller stuff,” Dworkin
said. “I don’t understand all of the issues that I can vote
for, and there are so many in California.”
In some states, voting is simpler. Sophomore Morgan
Robinson has never missed an election in her home
state of Alaska.
“I’ve voted in person when I’m at home and on an
absentee ballot when I’m at school,” Robinson said.
“Being in a minority political party, I feel it’s important
to make a protest vote and let them know we’re out
there,”she explained.
Despite the complications, Dworkin still believes
strongly in voting. “Because our country allows us the
opportunity to vote, we should take advantage of that
right,” he said.

Over the summer, they graced the spindly
legs of styling celebs as diverse as Lindsay
Lohan, Kate Bosworth, and even Sarah Jessica
Parker.
This fall, they’re popping up on us mere
mortals all over the world. What’s the deal with
this 80s revival look? No fear — the Fashion
Informer is here!
The ultimate rule that almost every legging
virgin breaks is wearing leggings with a sweater
and: that’s it. I committed this fashion faux
pas last winter, and the image still haunts me.
Repeat after me: leggings are not pants, leggings are not pants, even if you have a body like
Gisele, leggings are not pants.
Why? Because nobody wants to see your
rear end in that much detail. Treat leggings like
a pair of sheer tights, and dress accordingly.
Alternatively, use the no-leggings test: stand in
front of your mirror in your potentially fabulous leggings outfit, take off the leggings, and
see if your outfit suddenly becomes scandalous. If it does, skinny jeans in a dark rinse are a
flattering alternative for all body types.
Another key legging rule is to stick to basic
black, or risk looking like you walked off the set
of “Footloose.”
Acceptable: black or near-black colors such
as dark brown, navy, or grey; a touch of lace
trim or scrunching at the bottom; or textured
leggings such as vertical stripes (only if they’re
monotone) as seen at Missoni. If you’re wearing leggings that are anything but plain black,
be sure to keep the rest of your outfit very neutral.
With the variety of lengths out on the market,
what works best? Pedal-pusher length leggings
work only with an oversized, flowing blouse or
sweater, belted at the waist for extra fashion
points. Beware, as this length will highlight your
calves and, accordingly, only really works with
heels.
Mid-calf, or cropped leggings, are the safest
bet and the most widely available. They look
great under dresses, sweaters, long shirts, or
your last night’s hookup’s button-down. With
this length, a belt works best either right under
the bust or on the hip.
The full length, or ankle leggings, are reminiscent of Audrey Hepburn and are my personal favorite. They’re the most practical and slimming since they cover the whole leg (a great
trick if you forgot to shave!) and look fabulous
paired with mini skirts or dresses. This type of
legging also highlights your footwear, so wear
cute flats for day or platform heels for night.
The final important distinction is the difference between leggings and tights. Throughout
this article, the term “leggings” has referred to
both. Leggings are completely opaque, thick,
and are made from some kind of cotton stretch
fabric (think American Apparel). Tights are also
opaque, but provide less coverage and more
stretch (think Hue).
Contrast is key in making the decision
between leggings and tights. If your top half is
dressed in a manner that is billowy, sheer, very
oversized, or almost breaking the leggings-arenot-pants rule, then opt for leggings, whereas
if your top half is dressed in a manner that is
fitted, opaque, or a dress or skirt, tights are the
way to go. Tights are generally more flattering
and forgiving than leggings, but leggings do
provide warmth, so the final decision is ultimately a personal one.
So what has the Fashion Informer taught
us today? Leggings can be a fun, stylish, and
practical addition to your fall wardrobe as long
as they do not replace your pants.
Jyll Saskin is a sophomore. She can be
reached at jyll.saskin@tufts.edu.
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Knitting enters the 21st century on
Facebook.com and other Web sites
KNITTING
continued from page 3

Kate Moss, Sarah Jessica Parker, and
Winona Ryder, among others, according to crafts Web site Worldknit.com.
Roommates Rezvani and Van Dusen
are part of the comeback: they formed
a knitting club during their first year at
Tufts.
“Ellen came into college and was
big into knitting,” Rezvani said. “She
got me into it and we were knitting a
lot, so we decided to start the club.”
The club, which Van Dusen modeled
after her knitting club in high school,
has seen a steady flow of members
since the its inception.
“A lot of freshmen are always interested,” Van Dusen said. “At the first
meeting we have about 70 members,
and then around 15 returning members.”
Members in the club have varying levels of experience, ranging from
Van Dusen, who learned to knit as a
sophomore in high school, to total
novices.
“It’s basically a knitting circle. A lot
of people that come don’t know how
to knit, so we teach them,” Van Dusen
said. “We provide yarn and needles,
so anyone who wants to come should
come.”
Knitting circles and classes are getting more popular across America as
well as at Tufts. Davis Square crafts
store Spark Crafts offers no less than
eight knitting-related events: six classes, one knitting circle and an open
studio.
Spark
Crafts
co-owner
Jan
Stephenson said that she has “definitely” noticed an upswing in the
popularity of knitting. “It’s really hot.
People are totally into it,” Stephenson
said. “Our knitting classes are almost
always pretty booked, and our yarn
sales are really strong too.”
Some of those sales are from Tufts
students, too: Stephenson said that

the store targets women in their 20s
and 30s. “I’ve had conversations
with Tufts students who have been
here,”she said.
Stephenson agreed that part of
knitting’s popularity stems from its
relaxing and productive nature. She
also suggested unique gift-giving as a
reason for the trend, saying that Spark
Crafts has many customers “coming in
to make scarves and mittens and hats
and things as gifts.”
Junior Becca Solomont decided to
pick up knitting when she didn’t feel
like doing her homework.
“My grandma had taught me when
I was 10, and I restarted my freshman
year,” she said. “I probably knit five or
six hours a week, and I am in the knitting group on Facebook.”
The “Knitters Unite!” Facebook.
com group currently has 46 members,
and Solomont said she has noticed an
increased interest in knitting at Tufts.
“You see lots of people walking
everywhere with their knitting stuff.
It’s easy to do, which is maybe why it’s
growing in popularity,”she said.
Sheep’s wool makes up much of the
yarn on the market, but manmade textiles have whole other stories to tell.
“Today, synthetic yarns have taken
over our culture,” Wylde said. “Exotic
man-made fibers make an interesting
fabric.”
Wylde cited the exhibition “Extreme
Textiles” as evidence of cloth that
pushes the envelope. The traveling
collection features synthetic fibers
like Kevlar and other fireproof and
bulletproof fabrics, as well as fabrics
for cars and bikes, including Lance
Armstrong’s.
“Knitting has suddenly exploded
into the mainstream,” Rezvani said.
‘You just throw it into your bag and
you can knit while you’re watching a
movie, riding on the T or waiting for
an appointment. It’s a great hobby,”
she said.

Write a
Viewpoint for
The Tufts Daily
Submissions welcomed from all members of
the Tufts community;
send 700- to 1,000-word pieces to
viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com.
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TV REVIEW

Actually going to class proves more entertaining than ‘The Class’
BY

DIANA LANDES

Daily Editorial Staff

The premise for the new
CBS comedy, “The Class” is
about as easy to swallow as

The Class
Starring Jason Ritter, Lizzy
Caplan, and Jon Bernthal
Produced by: David Crane
and Jeffery Klarik
Airs Mondays at 8 p.m.

a half pint of sour cafeteria
milk. Ethan Haas (played by
Jason Ritter, son of legendary
sitcom star John) invites all his
former third grade classmates
to a reunion in his home. He
plans on surprising his fiancé,
whom he met in third grade
20 years earlier with the big
party.
The co-creators and producers of “The Class” are sitcom veterans David Crane of
“Friends” and Jeffrey Klarik of
“Mad About You,” so people
might start watching the show
with high hopes. These hopes
will be dashed within the first
ten minutes of viewing when
audiences realize “The Class”
does not have the character or
comedic strength of either one
of its successful sitcom predecessors.
Things go horribly wrong at
the party when poor Ethan is
publicly dumped by his fiancé
due to her frustration with his
thoughtful gifts and grand,
loving gestures.

CBS

Wow, those are really big third graders. Bet they failed. Failures!
Actually, Ethan was probably dumped because of his
hairstyle, best described as

a side-parted, heavily gelled
creation his mom would have
made him sport on third

grade picture day. It could be
a tactical move by stylists to
illustrate his inability to grow

up, but it looks slightly ridiculous for a man nearing 30,
and truth be told, is simply
distracting. Ethan is painfully
nice, and ends the episode on
a sappy, contemplative note
about how, out of all the kids
in the class, he never thought
he would be the one to end up
unhappy.
Ethan’s former classmate,
Kat Warbler (Lizzy Caplan) is
the only one at the party able
to snap him out of it. Kat is
artsy (in her first scene she’s
developing photos despite
glaring white overhead light)
and is meant to be the frosty,
snappy bitch of the group.
However, Kat already demonstrates clear signs that underneath her rough exterior lies
a heart of pure gold. Caplan
is good at giving sass; as she
should be, after playing the
teenage version of the same
character in “Mean Girls”
(2004).
Sexual tension between this
unlikely duo will probably
build up all season until they
finally kiss in the finale episode to a crowd of manufactured, laugh-track “ooooohs.”
But back to the uninspired
plot; while Ethan sobs in his
room, the guests mingle and
hilarity ensues. This “hilarity”
involves hackneyed gay jokes,
a bit with a guy who still lives
at home with his yenta mother
and various other things we’ve
seen before.
The guy with the yenta
see CLASS, page 7

MOVIE REVIEW

GALLERY REVIEW

‘Haven’’s plot leaves
audiences looking
for one of their own

Artist Günther Selichar examines “Media Machines”

BY

RACHEL CHARATAN
Contributing Writer

Some flaws are forgivable. Poor camera shots, blurry transitions, and maybe
even the weak script of Frank E. Flowers’

Tufts gallery highlights relationship between machine and modern individual
BY

KENDALL TROTTER

Contributing Writer

In today’s increasingly fast-paced
society, we depend on technology
and machines to do everything from

Günther Selichar:
Media Machines
At the Aidekman Arts Center
Through through Nov. 19

Haven
Starring Orlando Bloom, Bill Paxton
and Agnes Bruckner
Directed by Frank E. Flowers

“Haven” could be excused if the rest of
film could make up for it. Truly, there’s
one aspect too horrific to ignore: dragging. Eyes close, heads bob and all of a
sudden the guy two seats over has his
head in the lap of a total stranger.
Only a glance at the nearest watch/
cell phone exposes the incredible fact
that, in “Haven”’s case, less than two
hours have actually passed.
“Haven” takes place on one of the
beautiful Cayman Islands, the birth
place of the film’s writer/director
Flowers. While the film focuses mainly
on the island’s dark and terrible nightlife, some idyllic shots seem to play out
as if part of a tourist commercial, providing a view of an escape for American
businessmen and their families.
Carl Ridley (Bill Paxton) is just one
of those American businessmen who
flees to the island, with his daughter Pippa (Agnes Bruckner), after federal
see HAVEN, page 7

checking our mail to getting to work.
Televisions grow larger as computers
grow smaller, not to mention the new
iPod model practically every second.
In the exhibition “Media Machines”
currently at the Tufts University Art
Gallery in the Aidekman Arts Center,
Austrian artist Günther Selichar
encourages us to consider just that:
the effects of mass media on us as
consumers.
“Media Machines” contains work
from a variety of his series, all analyzing the role of the media in daily life.
The exhibit is comprised of large scale
black and white, as well as color digital photographs, most of which were
created within the past decade.
Selichar uses advanced cameras to
get a microscopic view of everyday
machines and devices. The surfaces
of the photographs are reflective. This
effect places the viewer inside of the
machine, thereby pointing out that
they are interconnected. By focusing on parts of machines that cannot
be seen by the human eye, Selichar
reveals their structure and form.
The resulting photographs are as
complex as they are simple: transforming the everyday into an abstract con-

GÜNTHER SELICHAR

‘Embedded’ is part of Selichar’s greater series, ‘Who’s Afraid of Blue, Red and
Green? Public Interventions.’
cept. Selichar focuses on their color,
texture, form, and value, drawing
inspiration from modern artists such
as Frank Stella and Barnett Newman.
Many modern movements like
abstract expressionism and pop art can
be found in Selichar’s photography. In
his series depicting screens, varying
lines of color resemble a Mark Rothko
painting. Aspects of pop art appear in
the piece “Standby #4,” where Selichar
deliberately uses highly pixilated,
bright, digital photographs, giving the

illusion of movement and the inner
workings of machinery.
The resemblances to varying artistic
movements relate to the time period
when Selichar created the works. His
earlier works are smaller in scale and
focus on larger images such as text, or
a particular texture. His recent works
are on a microscopic scale, and are
more conceptual.
Because the works in this exhibition
see MACHINE, page 7
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Flowers’ brainchild ‘Blooms’ into an island paradise and a pretty bad movie
HAVEN
continued from page 5

investigators threaten to
uncover his shady dealings
within the banking system. The
first half of the film involves
Pippa and her newfound pal,
low-level gangster Fritz (Victor
Rasuk), attending a party, featuring cocaine, weed, sex, and
violence. Meanwhile, Pippa’s
father engages in his own
illegal activities, attempting
to contact friend and fellow
lawbreaker Mr. Allen (Stephen
Dillane).
The second half of the film
is only vaguely connected to
the first, and attempts to come
full circle prove unsuccessful.
The later piece involves Shy
(Orlando Bloom), a young
dockhand, and Andrea (Zoe
Saldana), the dock owner’s
daughter, in a serious relationship. Their interaction threatens to break up her family,
as Andrea’s brother Hammer
(Anthony Mackie), has never
been too fond of Shy.
Although this story has found
a new setting, one cannot
watch the relationship’s downfall without a sense of déjà vu.
Star-crossed lovers have been
around since even before
Shakespeare and the film’s
Reggae-tinged, stereotypical
“Caribbean” music does not,
unfortunately, change the predictability of the downfall. At
least as Shy and Andrea’s relationship continues to unravel,

the action picks up and drama
strikes — even if one expected
it from the beginning.
The cast’s top billing is confounding, as Paxton and Bloom
have absolutely nothing in
common. Paxton is convincing
as a remorseful father whose
only concern is setting things
right and being there for his
increasingly distant daughter.
Bloom, on the other hand,
provides his usual, sometimesclothed, hopeless romantic,
with his well-known curly
locks and a pout that would
melt any girl’s heart (for more
evidence see 2003’s “Pirates of
the Caribbean.”) Shy has a bit
of an edge but poor Bloom
can’t brood any more than a
puppy.
Other particularly impressive cast members include
Saldana, whose character dives
into the world of drugs and sex,
as well as Bobby Cannavale,
who portrays one of the federal
investigators tracking the two
American capitalists.
Pippa’s casting, however,
was a mistake. Bruckner, the
twenty-one year old television
actress, looks far older and
awkwardly stands out as an
eighteen year-old with some
sort of aging disorder.
Strong acting by the rest of
the cast (sorry Mr. Bloom, Ms.
Bruckner) cannot conquer the
terrible structure of the film.
“Haven” falls on its face during
its finale simply due to a lack of

EL CAMINO PICTURES

Orlando Bloom moonlights as a cleaning lady.
strong ascending or descending action. After two plots, a
few minor events, two major
events, and a handful of suspenseful moments, the viewer
is at a loss for whether or not
there was ever even a climax.

What’s more, “Haven” ends
without a grand resolution or
any sense of finality. Either
the producers ran out of funds
or the screenwriter ran out of
paper.
Before “Haven,” Flowers only

had one movie to his name,
“Swallow,” a short without any
major stars. Surely, Bloom’s
role as co-producer helped put
Flowers’ first full length feature
film into theaters. If only he
could take it out again.

School house flop fails on nuance and humor
CLASS
continued from page 5

mom, Duncan Carmello ( Jon
Bernthal), regrets breaking up
with his high school girlfriend
Nicole Allen (Andrea Anders)
when she arrives at the party
with an aging NFL star on her
arm.
Though this elementary
school couple gets together at
the end of the episode it seems
likely that to draw this storyline out, Nicole will go back to
her husband and wrestle with
the idea of leaving him for her
old flame all season.
Lina Warbler
(Heather
Goldenhersh), Kat’s twin sister, is the token nincompoop
of the bunch who, despite
catching her boyfriend cheating on her, refuses to give up
on love. Luckily, she finds her
quirky match at the party in
the nerdy Richie Velch ( Jesse
Tyler Ferguson) who, although
depressed and suicidal at its
start, finds a new lease on life
due to his budding romance
with Lina.

The audience will
understand all the
jokes on the show, and
maybe muster a few
mumbled “ha”’s to a
few things, but generally nothing about
these characters is particularly amusing or
inventive.
Lina is laughably stupid and
Richie is laughably depressed,
but neither character is actually funny enough to make
anyone laugh. The audience
will understand all the jokes
on the show, and maybe muster a few mumbled “ha”’s to a
few things, but generally noth-

GÜNTHER SELICHAR

In ‘Standby #7,’ Selichar deliberately uses highly pixilated, bright, digital photographs to give the illusion of movement.

New exhibit gives students a
chance to observe, create art
MACHINE
continued from page 5

were created over such a large
time span, they represent an
array of approaches to the
goal of analyzing the media.
The concepts that arise from
his work are ironic statements
about society’s relationship
with technology.

By making his photographs so large,
Selichar makes his
viewer feel embedded
in them.
CBS

Bill Paxton, always too sexy for his shirt, knows the age-old adage, ‘Mo
money, mo problems.’
ing about these characters is
particularly amusing or inventive.
Finally, there is Holly
Ellenbogen (Lucy Punch), a
newscaster who comes to the
reunion to find her ex-boyfriend and give him a piece
of her mind. She found Kyle
Lendo (Sean Maguire) cheating on her with (gasp!) a man
on prom night and has never
recovered. In a one-two punch
of laughs, we go from meeting

her gay ex-boyfriend to meeting her very obviously gay
husband. You see, that’s funny
because she repeatedly dates
gay men without knowing it.
It’s hard to tell how, or if,
all of these characters will
become friends. Clear pairings
between certain characters
exist but the idea of all of them
hanging out despite their differing lifestyles, places of residence and interests seems just
a bit contrived.

In the piece “Who’s Afraid
of Blue, Red, and Green,” a
triptych of photographs portrays three television screens
displaying blue, red, and
green consecutively. When
pixilated and put together
on a television or computer
screen, these colors make
white, and are not visible to
the human eye. By making
these colors visible, Selichar
is making the viewer realize
that he interacts with them
on a daily basis.
In another piece, “Exposure
E,” Selichar plays with the
viewer’s perception of what

an image could be. In a close
microscopic shot of what
appears to be a circular metal
part, the photograph resembles a human cell. A subtle
change in value and texture
suggests the image is of a
nucleus, thus paralleling the
inner workings of human life
to that of a machine.
By making his photographs
so large, Selichar makes his
viewer feel embedded in
them. His photographs certainly make a strong exhibition in their own right,
but “Media Machines” goes
beyond the art gallery and
onto the Tufts campus.
Along with his photography, Selichar has created a
52-foot truck, which says the
word “embedded.” It is the
focus of a public photography competition featuring
human interactions with the
truck. Submissions are to be
sent to galleryphotocontest@
tufts.edu, and the winner will
receive an iPod.
“Media Machines” does
not only make you think critically about how the media
affects you, but it provides an
opportunity to get your own
work displayed. Go, observe,
analyze, shoot, and combine
the roles of consumer and
critic.
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Dustin Hoffman and Robin Williams
were voted “Least Likely to Succeed.”
Charles Schultz’s high school yearbook rejected his cartoons of Snoopy.
Thomas Edison was afraid of the dark,
Albert Einstein failed mathematics, and
Sigmund Freud had a morbid fear of
ferns.
Even George W. Bush, I’m told, was
once a poor public speaker. In the past,
negative qualifications like these would
very possibly have spelled the end for a
Tufts applicant, regardless of their capacity for future brilliance.
Thankfully, Tufts University has taken
steps to remedy this error. The new
application (which will be used to select
the class of 2011) contains a new selection of optional essays that the applicant
may choose to answer in order to show
off the kind of creativity, leadership, and
outside-the-box thinking that may not
be obvious from the required essays, the
recommendations, or even (gasp!) the
SAT scores.
The new essay questions, collectively
known as the Kaleidoscope Admissions
Pilot, were inspired by research performed by prominent psychologist
and Arts and Sciences Dean Robert J.
Sternberg.
As you may have guessed, the questions are actually evaluated and scored
in a scientific manner based on criteria
like creativity and practical ability.
At first glance, of course, this may

appear to be some kind of liberal, UpWith-People, gather-round-the-campfire-and-sing-Kumbaya nonsense.
However, after further consideration
it can be seen that the new program will
most likely be an asset to the university
admissions process.
It is true that many applicants are very
strong in particular areas and not in others; poor writing skills tend to lead to an
application being pronounced Dead On
Arrival, and many candidates are simply
not afforded the opportunity to explain
themselves to the good people at Tufts
Admissions in a manner that truly showcases their talents.
In the flurry of activity that occurs
over the first half of senior year, all applications may begin to look the same.
Applicants become tired of describing
what they will bring to the university,
why they want to attend, and who they
are (a disturbingly inane essay question that is actually required on the ‘11
application) and may hunger for a more
expressive avenue of...well, of expression.
The required essays on the Common
Application and those included in numerous college supplements serve primarily
as unpleasant closed topics into which
an applicant must skillfully stuff himself.
They offer very little room for creativity,
leading to lackluster writing, mundane
topics, and a tremendously boring afternoon in Bendetson Hall.

The new program, naturally, has
its critics. Harvard Professor Howard
Gardner, who has his own theory of intelligence, is skeptical of the project. ``If I
really want to know if someone is creative, I involve them in a lengthy, openended project, like inventing a better
mousetrap or writing a play,” Gardner
told the Boston Globe. “If it’s a Mickey
Mouse task — like, ‘What are the five
uses of a paper clip?’ — it has no predictive value about whether you will ever
create anything worth noting.”
Professor Gardner who, I’m told, has
created many things worth noting may
be correct. Nevertheless, the overwhelming majority of feedback from other universities has been positive. Both the
Harvard and MIT admissions offices
have expressed interest in the pilot, particularly in the wake of Harvard’s decision to abolish Early Action in order to
restore a greater sense of equality to the
application process.
The kinds of qualities measured in
the new Tufts approach are said to work
across both racial and economic lines,
meaning that they could potentially be
a better indicator of future success than
current standardized tests like the SAT.
Also, since the questions are currently
optional, this program is win-win for
applicants. In a year that has already
seen a certain amount of college admission reform, it is gratifying to see that
Tufts is taking the next step.
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My experience at Tufts was excellent,
but I am writing this note out of confusion and frustration about Homecoming
2006.
If the goal of Homecoming is for students, alumni and their families to come
back to the Hill for a weekend of football, fun, friends and fond memories,
why schedule it the weekend of Yom
Kippur?
The date chosen, Saturday, Sept. 30,
makes it virtually impossible for Jewish
alumni from out of town to be a part of
Homecoming. Tufts is over 20 percent
Jewish and has been for some time. Why
exclude 1/5 of the alumni from anything, let along something as unifying
and fun as Homecoming?
Ordinarily, I fly back to Boston twice
a year; once for Homecoming in the
fall, and again in April for the Alumni
Lacrosse Weekend. This year, the idea

of flying back to Los Angeles on Sunday
and then going to Kol Nidre on Sunday
night makes going to Homecoming
impossible.
I have had conversations about the
scheduling with many fellow Jumbos,
both Jews and Gentiles, and they have
been uniformly perplexed that the
University would schedule Homecoming
like this.
Given the makeup of the Tufts student
body and alumni, I would hope that
Tufts would be more considerate of Yom
Kippur when scheduling events that are
meant to include the entire Tufts community. It would be deplorable if this is a
matter of scheduling a weaker opponent
to guarantee a victory on the football
field.
My frustration is amplified because
this is not the first time the University
has done something like this. In the
1990s, the Tufts Jumbo Club scheduled
its annual golf tournament on Rosh

Hashanah for three years in a row.
I found this out during a summer I
spent caddying at the Belmont Country
Club. I was told by the gentlemen I was
caddying for they were no longer donating money to Tufts because of this perceived disrespect.
Now I understand that the Jumbo
Club may not be officially associated
with the University, but Homecoming
definitely is. As such, I wonder how
much good will, donations and respect
the University stands to lose this time
around. Hopefully the damage is not too
great.
GO JUMBOS!
Sincerely,
Daniel Kramer A’03
Economics/Political Science
Golf and Lacrosse Teams
President, Delta Tau Delta

CORRECTIONS
Due to a production error, the first installment of Olivia Teytelbaum’s weekly “Phobiaphiles” column — a piece entitled, “Meet the
phobias” — was not displayed in its entirety in the Tuesday, Sept. 19 edition of the Viewpoints section. However, the complete
column can be accessed through the Archive function of the Daily’s Web site at www.tuftsdaily.com.
Due to an editing error, yesterday’s front-page article entitled, “Loughlin pitches global Socialism to Tufts students,” misidentified
the sponsoring organization of Chris Loughlin, as Socialist International. The organization’s correct name is Socialist Alternative.
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Atlantis crew safe and sound, back on ground in Florida
BY PHIL LONG
AND MARTIN MERZER

McClatchy Tribune

The six astronauts of shuttle Atlantis
walked off their spaceship Thursday
morning after their 12-day, high-altitude construction job ended with a safe
landing at the Kennedy Space Center.
The astronauts accepted congratulatory handshakes from NASA
Administrator Michael Griffin and
others. Then, they conducted a walkaround inspection of their ship.
“It’s really a beautiful day in Florida,
a great way to end the mission,’’
Commander Brent Jett Jr. said. “It’s great
to be home.’’
About two hours earlier, closing out
186 orbits of Earth and a voyage of 4.91
million miles, Jett and pilot Christopher
Ferguson steered the craft through a
star-dotted, cloudless sky to a perfect
predawn landing at 6:21 a.m. EDT.
“Welcome back,’’ Mission Control’s
Tony Antonelli told the crew.
Responded Jett: “Nice to be back. It
was a great team effort.’’
Ground workers quickly surrounded
Atlantis and declared it safe. After a
transitional period in a crew vehicle,
the astronauts stepped foot on Earth for
the first time since Sept. 9.
Launched from a pad just a few
miles away, the astronauts engaged in
three challenging spacewalks as they
installed a new solar power unit on the
International Space Station.
The 115-foot-long solar wings will
produce power for the half-built station, though not until the next shuttle
crew—scheduled for liftoff in midDecember—completes a rewiring project.
“Assembly is off to a good start,’’ Jett
said after landing.
His mission was the first of at least 15
flights that will be required to complete
the station before the shuttle fleet is
retired in 2010. Construction missions
were suspended after the February
2003 accident that destroyed shuttle

RED HUBER/MCT

Left to right: Astronauts Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper, Steve MacLean, Christopher Ferguson, Joe Tanner, Daniel Burbank and Commander
Brent Jett, leave the Operations and Checkout Building to board shuttle Atlantis at Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Sept. 9.
Columbia and killed its seven astronauts.
“We are back in the assembly business,’’ Wayne Hale, shuttle program
manager for the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, said
Wednesday. “This is one of the most
complex missions that’s ever been flown
in space.’’
The crew’s return was delayed by one

day so NASA could inspect the shuttle
for damage that might have been caused
by several pieces of debris floating near
the craft. No damage was found and
Atlantis was cleared for a normal landing.
NASA awakened the crew this morning
with the song “WWOZ’’ by Better Than Ezra.
“Morning, Houston,’’ Jett said.
“Thanks for the wakeup music. What’s

on the timeline for today?’’
“Well, Brent, the timeline is for entry,
of course,’’ astronaut Hans Schlegel
replied from Mission Control.
In addition to Jett and Ferguson, also
aboard Atlantis during the flight were
mission specialists Daniel Burbank,
Canadian astronaut Steven MacLean,
Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper and
Joseph Tanner.

Report finds HUD staff told to favor allies; no proof they did
BY

TODD J. GILLMAN

McClatchy Tribune

CHUCK KENNEDY/MCT

President Bush looks on, as Alphonso Jackson speaks after Bush annouced
he was nominating Jackson for HUD Secretary on Dec. 12, 2003, at the
White House in Washington, D.C.

Housing Secretary Alphonso Jackson has urged top
aides to take contractors’ politics into account when
handing out grants and deals, an internal department
review has found, though there is no “direct evidence”
that favoritism actually took place.
The department’s inspector general began investigating Jackson after the former Dallas housing chief
boasted in a Dallas speech that he’d once scuttled
a deal because the would-be contractor disparaged
President Bush.
The 340-page report—issued so far only to Jackson
and a handful of lawmakers but shown Wednesday to
The Dallas Morning News—revealed no hard proof of
favoritism at the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, and Jackson claimed full exoneration.
But detractors called it a scathing portrait of cronyism that cast doubts on the judgment and integrity of
Jackson.
“We found no direct evidence that political favoritism played any role in awarding grants or contracts
from the Secretary of HUD or any of his subordinates,”
the report said.
But several top officials at HUD testified that
Jackson, a longtime Bush friend who has led the $32
billion agency since March 2004, testified that he told
a senior staff meeting a few months before the Dallas
speech that they should look at contractors’ political
leanings. He urged them to give contracts to supporters of President Bush, and voiced concerns about other
contracts going to active Democratic donors, the aides
said.
“I have never touched a contract,” Jackson said
Wednesday, in his first interview about the incident.
“I just ad libbed a little more than I should have, and I
regret that.”
When reports of his Dallas remarks spread, Sen.
Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey was one of several
Democrats to demand his resignation. On Wednesday,
the senator said the findings justify more inquiry.

“This is more of a rebuke than an exoneration,”
he said. “The Inspector General’s report describes
more wrongdoing by Secretary Jackson than originally
thought. The IG’s report is the first step in this matter.
There are serious allegations in the IG report that will
require congressional hearings and investigations by
other agencies.”
Soon after the Dallas speech, Jackson apologized,
saying he had made up the story to liven up a talk
to minority real estate executives. He and aides variously described it as “anecdotal,” “hypothetical” and a
“joke.”
The investigation revealed the story contained some
truth, though.
A top HUD aide recalled an encounter with a
Democratic contractor, though HUD records and the
contractor apparently didn’t suffer for any impertinence.
“I’ve never touched a contract. ... My story was clearly false and I shouldn’t have said it. I’ve gotten to be 60
years old. I’ve never done anything illegal or unethical
and I didn’t do it this time, other than shoot off my
mouth. That’s what I did and I made a serious mistake
doing it,” Jackson testified during the investigation. “...
I shouldn’t have done it. I lied and I regret having done
that, and my family and I have paid a price, but I can
tell you that it did not happen.”
Jackson spent three years in HUD’s No. 2 job before
his elevation to secretary. He and scores of underlings
and contractors testified that political considerations
played no role in contract decisions.
The investigation found a few instances of delayed
or curtailed contracts involving Democratic vendors,
but no proof that politics was to blame.
Such considerations were discussed—though officials were not quick to admit that.
In an initial interview on May 17, for instance, HUD
Chief of Staff Camille Pierce said there was no political litmus test for contracting and had never heard
Jackson express sentiments akin to those he expressed
see HUD, page 11
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Bush buddy suspected to play favorites
HUD
continued from page 9

in his Dallas speech.
“He doesn’t care whether it (a contractor)
is a Democrat or a Republican. That doesn’t
matter,” she told investigators.
In a follow-up interview on June 8, investigators confronted Pierce with testimony
from Cathy MacFarlane, who resigned that
month as HUD’s assistant secretary for public affairs. She had told investigators that at a
senior staff meeting, Jackson “made a statement to the effect that it was important to
consider presidential supporters when you
are considering the selected candidates for
discretionary contracts.”
And MacFarlane told investigators, “I think
it was a political (appointee) talking to a
political (appointee), saying if all things are
equal, you’re giving out a contract, give it out
to the family, you know.”
The testimony apparently stirred Pierce’s
memory.
“He did say that he did not want contracts
awarded—he did say something about political groups, maybe to Democrats or something like that,” she said in a follow-up interview, though she added that “if I had thought
he was serious I would have gone in and said,
sir, that’s ridiculous.”
Roy Bernardi, the No. 2 official at HUD and
a former mayor of Syracuse, N.Y., was among
the top department officials who testified
that he recalled the statements at the senior
staff meeting.
It is a violation of federal procurement law
to reward or punish a contractor based on
political views.
In his own testimony, given on July 24,
Jackson said he had no memory of making
such a statement. As for his Dallas speech,
he blamed fatigue and a cold, and said he’d
engaged in “ad-lib” and exaggeration.
“I was tired ... I knew I had made a mistake
the moment I said it,” he said. “I remember
coming home, telling my wife, I said I made
a mistake today. I hope nobody picks up on
it.”
The Dallas Business Journal had a reporter in the room, however, and reported the
remarks a few days later. Testimony, memos
and e-mails revealed a scramble at HUD to

contain the fallout and to determine what
truth, if any, Jackson’s anecdote contained.
White House aides were consulted on how to
handle inquiries.
Jackson maintained that the contractor
was entirely fictitious. But Assistant Deputy
Secretary Aronetta “Jo” Baylor—HUD’s chief
procurement officer—told investigators she’d
startled awake one night, shortly after the
furor. She recalled an encounter Jackson had
in the lobby of HUD headquarters with W.
Brian Maillian, head of Whitestone Capital
Group.
He’d thanked Jackson for a contract
that was initially worth $3.7 million. It was
extended in January, pushing its value to $6.1
million. He expressed gratitude and said he
didn’t care for President Bush, she testified.
Jackson told investigators he didn’t recall
the incident. Maillian didn’t recall making
the remark, and told investigators he hadn’t
suffered—“Not even close.”
After the Dallas speech, HUD Inspector
General Kenneth Donohue, who reports to
Congress, not Jackson, received complaints
from lawmakers and the public and opened
the inquiry.
Dozens of Democratic lawmakers criticized Jackson, arguing that even if the story
was fictional, it reflected an unacceptable
mindset.
“I’m extremely relieved,” Jackson said
Wednesday. “During my tenure no contract
has been cancelled, rescinded, or terminated, awarded or not awarded based on personal political benefits, to any recipient. But
I will also tell you that I sincerely regret the
remarks that I made on Apr. 28 that led to this
investigation.”
One Democratic lawmaker said the
report, rather than clearing him, highlighted
egregious behavior reflected in his Dallas
remarks.
“It looks like he wasn’t kidding,” said Rep.
Henry Waxman, D-Calif., top Democrat on
the House Government Reform Committee.
“At the time I urged that he step aside from
his position. If all this is true, I’m not kidding
... There’s no reason we should have a secretary, a member of the president’s Cabinet,
using his position in a discriminatory manner.”
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State Farm to probe vendor,
but is it just a spin tactic?
BY

ANITA LEE

McClatchy Tribune

The nation’s largest insurer,
State Farm, has ordered an
independent investigation of
one of its vendors and suspended work with the firm,
Texas-based Haag Engineering
Co., based on an Oklahoma
jury’s finding that State Farm
used Haag reports to maliciously deny policyholder
claims.
State Farm’s top executives
have not publicly announced
the “moratorium” on work
with Haag or the investigation.
But they recently were forced
under court order in Oklahoma
to submit to questioning about
the company’s claims practices, which are now being scrutinized in Mississippi as a result
of Hurricane Katrina.
If State Farm had it to do
over again, Chairman and CEO
Edward B. Rust Jr. admitted,
his company would not have
used Haag to assess Hurricane
Katrina damage.
“Based upon what I know
now,” Rust said, “I’m supportive of the moratorium and the
review. And we, you know, did
not have that knowledge prior
to this.”
Haag maintains that its engineers have for 82 years dedicated themselves to providing
opinions “based solely on the
facts and sound engineering
principles.” In advising Haag
of the moratorium on June 5,
State Farm’s top claims executive, Susan Q. Hood, wrote
that her confidence in Haag
remains, but conflicting jury
opinions out of Oklahoma
prompted her decision.
Oklahoma attorney Jeff Marr
took sworn testimony on Sept.
6 and 7, from Rust, second-incommand Vincent J. Trosino
and Hood in conference rooms
at the Doubletree Hotel in
Bloomington, Ill., where the
company is headquartered.
None of the executives could
produce any paperwork generated by the investigation, offer
any details about findings or
say when they expect a report
from the independent counsel
heading the probe.
“I don’t think there is an
internal investigation,” said
Marr, who has been battling
State Farm for the last six years
on behalf of 71 policyholders
whose homes were hit by a
1999 tornado. “I think it’s just
the latest in a series of tactics
to try to put some spin on what
they’re doing.’’
Marr said his cynicism
springs from the court system’s history with State Farm’s
claims handling practices.
However, Rust, Trosino and
Hood expressed little if any
knowledge of past problems
or how specific policyholder
claims are handled, saying
their duties are broad and
they delegate work to trusted
employees.
In Marr’s Oklahoma case,
a jury in May awarded policyholders Donald and Bridget
Watkins $13 million. The jury
found State Farm “recklessly
disregarded its duty to deal
fairly and act in good faith”
with the Watkinses and acted
with malice. The next phase of
the case will be to determine
damages for the 70 other State
Farm policyholders whose
claims were examined for State
Farm by Haag Engineering.
Marr took the sworn testimony of the State Farm executives as part of the case.
Marr asked Rust: “Do you

find it coincidental the Watkins
verdict and the jury’s findings
regarding State Farm’s use of
biased engineers and the allegations being levied against
State Farm in Mississippi are
for the same thing?”
Rust: “I find it troublesome.”
Marr: “Do you believe it is
representative of a pattern?”
Rust: “No, I don’t, but
I do find it troublesome. If
there is an issue with Haag
Engineering, we need to get to
the bottom of it.”
Rust, CEO since 1985, said
he was unaware of any problems with Haag before the
Oklahoma verdict.
As Marr continued to press,
Rust acknowledged a case in
Texas. In the Nicolau case, a
jury found that State Farm
Lloyds hired Haag to achieve
a predetermined outcome
on a property damage claim,
namely denial for most of the
coverage sought. State Farm
appealed the decision, but settled the case in 1994 after the
Texas Supreme Court upheld
the verdict and sent the case
back to the lower court to
redetermine damages.
State Farm’s claims practices also came under fire in
the medical arena. In a 1998
opinion from an Idaho court,
the judge wrote: “I find that
the evidence was clear and
overwhelming
that
State
Farm, beginning with its
claims adjuster and running
up through its management,
participated in the egregious
process of manufacturing fictitious reports and obtaining
biased opinions under the
guise of obtaining independent and objective medical
reviews.
“State Farm knew these evaluation processes were tainted
and not objective.
The only conclusion to be
drawn from this was that State
Farm intended by these processes to reduce the amount of
money it would have to pay on
legitimate claims submitted by
its insureds.”
Eight years later in South
Mississippi, claims adjusters and sisters Kerri and Cori
Rigsby are accusing the company of ordering biased engineering reports to minimize
or deny Hurricane Katrina
claims. They secretly gathered
17,000 pages of documents
and turned them over to U.S.
Attorney Dunn Lampton and
Mississippi Attorney General
Jim Hood, who earlier this year
launched a criminal investigation of the insurer’s Katrina
claims-handling practices.
Still, Rust, Trosino and Hood
maintained in their recent
testimony that any attempt
to treat policyholders unfairly would be contrary to State
Farm’s culture and policies.
“After all,” Rust said, “the
success of this organization
is driven by our ability to
retain current customers and
to attract new customers. The
last thing we want to do is be
unfair with our customers.”
State Farm’s Hood, who is
not related to Jim Hood, started work for the company in
2002.
“The commitment to our
policyholders is the document
that we in claims adhere to in
everything that we do,” she
said. “And the last sentence
sums it up. Our commitment to
our policyholders, to pay what
we owe, promptly, courteously,
and efficiently. I always like to
have that nearby.”
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Refugee expert Mayotte brings input to South Africa
BY

LAURIE GOERING

McClatchy Tribune

In 1993, Judy Mayotte was working
with villagers displaced by civil war in
southern Sudan when a relief plane
dropped an airlift of emergency food.
The pilot misjudged the target area,
and 200-pound bags of grain came
crashing down. One smashed into
Mayotte’s leg, breaking it in 10 places,
dislocating her hip and jamming her
knee into her femur. Days later, doctors amputated the refugee expert’s
destroyed lower leg.
“Fortunately, the leg knocked off was
my polio leg,” Mayotte, now 69, said
with a laugh. “I’ve always been lucky.”
Mayotte, now helping create a master’s degree in peace, leadership and
development at the University of the
Western Cape in South Africa, has
made a remarkable career of bouncing
back from disaster. Pushed out of her
troubled home as a child, she became
a nun and an international expert on
the displaced. Stricken with polio, she
learned to walk again. Widowed after
leaving her order and marrying the love
of her life, she became an acclaimed
television producer and author. Injured
in a war zone, she became a determined advocate for peace.
“She’s like a punch doll. She’s indomitable. Against amazing odds she keeps
coming back,” said Kathy Beal, a longtime friend and fellow former nun in
Washington, D.C. “She considers herself very fortunate.”
Mayotte, a slight Midwesterner with
wire-rim bifocals, a quick laugh and
an unrelenting sense of energy, bustles
around her Cape Town apartment shoving a walker in front of her. More than
half a century after contracting polio
she is suffering delayed nerve damage
and muscle weakness, but that — and
her missing leg — hasn’t slowed her
down much.
As a board member of the Desmond
Tutu Peace Foundation, she is helping shepherd a Marquette University
exchange program aimed at developing leaders in touch with Third World
social issues and teaching a class on
grass-roots leadership and community
development at the University of the
Western Cape, drawing students from
African conflict zones ranging from
Nigeria’s Niger Delta to post-genocide
Rwanda and the Democratic Republic
of Congo.
The idea, she said, is to find a way to

stop conflicts before they start. After
working with refugees and the displaced
in Cambodia, Somalia, Afghanistan and
other trouble zones, she is convinced
more attention to “soft issues” — poverty reduction, environmental protection, women’s rights, sustainable economies — is key to greater international
security and peace.
“I believe if we’re able to change the
way we think, this war-and-weapons
mentality we’ve lived with for generations, things can be different,” she
said. On her kitchen table sits a framed
African proverb: “When two elephants
fight, it is the grass that gets trampled.”
“I think she’s a saint,” said John
Callaway, a longtime Chicago public
television journalist who worked with
Mayotte in the 1970s. “She’s an on-theground working saint.”
“God smiles looking down at her,”
added Archbishop Tutu, a Nobel Peace
Prize winner. “She’s a wonderful advertisement for God and goodness.”
But her upbringing was bleak. Her
mother called her “the world’s worst
child who ever drew a breath,” Mayotte
said, and threw buckets of cold water
on her when she cried. Her father, a
prominent businessman and country
club member, drank heavily and was
sometimes abusive. When Mayotte was
old enough to go to school, her parents
shipped her off to a Catholic boarding
school in Wichita, Kan., where they
lived.
There, “I went to sleep without being
afraid for the first time in my life,” she
said. The little girl with shattered selfconfidence thrived on the security and
sense of belonging and in time converted to Catholicism and announced
she wanted to become a nun, over her
enraged father’s objections.
But before joining an order, the 18year-old college freshman came down
with polio, the same year Salk’s vaccine
arrived on the market. Told she would
never be able to use her right side, she
refused to listen and in two years had
learned to walk again.
At 21, she became a sister of Charity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Catholic
teaching order that took her to schools
in Kansas City, Mo., and Milwaukee and
provided her an introduction to social
justice issues as the nuns volunteered
with the homeless. But the Catholic
see MAYOTTE, page 15

KARIN RETIEF/MCT

Judy Mayotte has created a master’s degree program in conflict avoidance, peace and leadership at the University of the Western Cape in Cape Town, South Africa, where she was
photographed in August.

Japan’s new prime minister Shinzo Abe shows his many faces
COURTESY YOMIURI SHIMBUN
McClatchy Tribune

After Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe, 52, swept to victory in Wednesday’s Liberal Democratic Party presidential election, his school friends and other acquaintances
said he has many sides to his personality.
Abe, whose political slogan is “Japan, the beautiful
country,” claimed an overwhelming victory in the race
and will succeed Junichiro Koizumi as the next prime
minister.
Family members of those abducted by North Korea
expressed high hopes for Abe, who has indicated he will
create a new cabinet post for tackling the issue.
“He was an ordinary kid who often enjoyed reading cartoons,” recalled Katsuei Hirasawa, a 61-year-old
member of the House of Representatives who was a home
tutor for Abe during the politician’s fourth and fifth years
at Seikei Primary School in Tokyo.
Hirasawa, then a student at Tokyo University, found the
part-time job via the university’s bulletin board without
knowing that his student was the son of a famous politician. Hirasawa described the young Abe as “an obedient child who listened to me seriously and was easy to
teach.”
At the time, Abe’s late father, Shintaro Abe, had lost his
Diet seat in an election and was too busy to come home
to Tokyo from his constituency in Yamaguchi Prefecture.
Hirasawa, who went to Abe’s home three or four times a
week, said the family lived an austere life, and that Abe

wore patched clothes at home.
Abe had a pleasant and easygoing personality according to Hirasawa, who added, “I didn’t think he would
become a politician.”
As for the present-day Abe, Hirasawa commented, “As
Prime Minister Koizumi has shown, a man with power
sometimes needs to be ruthless.”
Abe enrolled in middle and high schools belonging
to the Seikei Gakuen group, before entering the Political
Science Department of the Faculty of Law at Seikei
University.
Hirotsugu Akiu, now a 52-year-old company president,
became acquainted with Abe at the university, as they sat
next to each other. “Since the first year of university, he
seemed determined to become a politician,” he said.
Soon after becoming friends, Akiu told Abe that one of
his relatives was a politician. Abe replied, “My father is
also a lower house lawmaker.”
During his four years at the university, Abe belonged
to an archery club. He participated in practice sessions,
though he was not a regular team member for competitions with other universities.
Another of Abe’s university friends said: “He never
failed to attend lectures, even when others around him
skipped classes. He was a upright man.”
Akiu said that Abe did not receive much money from
his parents and was often worried about his finances.
“When we played mah-jongg with other friends, he took
it extremely seriously,” Akiu said.
Abe’s current hobbies are golf and tennis.
Actor and painter Tsurutaro Kataoka, 51, said, “His

monochrome drawings with Chinese ink are highly
skilled.”
Abe and Kataoka have been friends since they got
acquainted at a meeting of celebrities who were born in
1954. Kataoka described Abe as a quick decision-maker,
saying: “Once he has finished observing an object he
wants to draw, his paintbrush flows like a—stream. He
never stops or looks puzzled while painting.”
Akihiro Arimoto, 78, and Kayoko, 80, the parents of
Keiko Arimoto, who was among those abducted by North
Korea, welcomed Abe’s victory in the LDP presidential
race,—saying that their favored candidate had become
LDP leader.
In September 1988, it was reported that Keiko Arimoto
was highly likely to be in North Korea. However, at the
time, people’s interest in the abduction issue was low.
Though the Arimotos asked lawmakers for a meeting,
they received but one reply: Abe’s father’s office was alone
in accepting their request.
On Sept. 17, 2002, the day following Koizumi’s visit to
Pyongyang, Abe met with family members of abductees
in his capacity as a deputy chief cabinet secretary. The
families were shocked by North Korea’s announcement
that eight of the abductees had died.
“I was also shocked because somebody I had been
concerned about for a long time was among those listed
as dead,” Abe said at the meeting, referring to Keiko
Arimoto.
Kayoko recalled that she was moved by Abe’s words,
saying, “It was then I noticed that he had always cared
about my daughter.”
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Former nun tries to ‘stop
conflicts before they start’
MAYOTTE
continued from page 13

Church’s controversial Vatican
II reforms in the early 1960s
shook her sense of belonging. In 1967, at 31, she left her
order.
“It just wasn’t right for me
anymore,” she said. “It wasn’t
the same church.”
Adrift and penniless, she
focused on finishing a doctorate at Marquette University and
took a secretarial temp job at
an electric firm in Milwaukee to
make ends meet. There she ran
into Jack Mayotte, the company’s regional boss, who eventually became a friend and, four
years later, her husband.
“He loved me just for me. He
was amazing,” she said with
a broad smile. “He had such
a love of life. He played the
saxophone. He had a wonderful
sense of humor. He knew every
ice cream store in town.” After
surviving her parents’ troubled
marriage, “I didn’t know a relationship could be like that,” she
said.
But what she calls the “happiest years of my life,” spent
with Jack in Chicago, didn’t last
long. After three years of marriage, he was diagnosed with
cancer. Six weeks later he died.
Judy, bereft, threw herself
back into work. Trying her
hand at public broadcasting,
she eventually produced one of
a series of Emmy-winning portraits of U.S. states for Turner
Broadcasting. Then she joined
the Maryknolls, a Catholic missionary order, hoping to spend
five years in Somalia. But a
doctor treating her for a longtime heart disorder insisted she
couldn’t be so far from medical care. She left the order and
promptly landed a MacArthur
Foundation grant to write a
book on refugees.

“In some sense I grew up as
a refugee by being sent away
from home. I could empathize
with rootlessness,” she said.
For the next nine years, she
traveled through the world’s
war zones, documenting the
lives of refugees and the displaced from Sudan to Laos,
crossing borders illegally and
ducking gunfire.
What she learned, she said,
is refugees are “human beings,
one by one, just like you and me.
Except their lives have totally
been turned upside down and
their roots broken. Just a day
earlier they were farmers and
engineers and teachers and
mothers and fathers.”
The accident in Sudan ended
her fieldwork. Damage to her
knee was so severe that efforts
to fit a prosthetic leg were
impossible. But as she struggled to decide what to do next,
offers poured in. The Clinton
administration approached
her to become an adviser on
refugee policy. Johns Hopkins
University asked her to develop
a course on refugee issues. She
landed a teaching job at Seattle
University, a Jesuit college,
and later an endowed chair at
Marquette.
“It’s really hard to lose your
leg when you’re in the middle of doing exactly what you
want to do. But then all these
other things fell in my lap. My
whole life has been like that.
Something has come after I lost
something else,” she said.
Now, she said, a lifelong
desire for peace — for herself
and for others — has brought
her to Tutu’s peace center.
“People will always be in
conflict,” she said. “It’s part of
life, how we’re challenged to
change and grow. The question
is, how do you deal with it in a
productive way?”
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Solution to Thursday's puzzle

“Kids aren’t even people until they’re like, five.”
—Entertainment pundit Stephanie Vallejo, on why it’s OK that
Suri doesn’t look like Tom, in response to Celebrity Guru Anne
Fricker’s “Asian Assertion.”

Friday, September 22, 2006
Around Campus
Psychology Department_
GroupDynamicsExperiment
$$ for Research Participation!
Earn $10/hour for 60-90 minute
study on group dynamics in the
Tufts Psychology Department (490
Boston Avenue). Timing is flexible
depending on your schedule. For
more details, email tuftspsychexp
eriment@hotmail.com. This study
has been approved by the IRB.

THE TUFTS DAILY
Housing

Real Estate
Tired of paying rent? Tufts faculty
member selling 3-bedroom, 2.5
bath condo in Medford. Only 3years old, freshly painted, ready
for move in. 3 levels of living space
plus huge unfinished basement, 2
off-street parking spots. 5-minute
drive, 20 minute walk to campus.
#379,900. Email 598main@gmail.
com for photos, more details, or to
schedule showing.
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Housing

Services

Spacious 3 bedroom apartment
Spacious 3 bedroom apartment
- $1100 for 2, $1280 for 3 people.
Living-, dining-room, eat-in kitchen,
front + back porch, washer/dryer,
on/off street parking - pets need
auth. Call Chris 781-820-6707.

STS Travel_ springbreak2007
Call STS for the best deals to this
years top 10 Spring Break destinations! Earn the highest rep commissions! Ask about our group discounts! Voted best party schedules.
1-800-648-4849. www.ststravel.com.

Services

Services

?
Occasional Childcare needed.
Family located in W. Medford, a
short walk from Tufts. Seeking
an individual with infant experience on weekdays. Please email
availability and hourly rate to
jaredingersoll@gmail.com.

Mad Science_
Instructors Needed to present
FUN science activities for kids
at schools and parties. Need car
and experience with kids. Training
provided. P/T. $25/1 hr. program.
Apply online: www.madscience.
org/greaterboston or 617-484-6006

Services
Relationship Problems?
Richard A. Goodman, Newsweek”
quoted therapist and relationship specialist has a few openings for students.
Complete confidentiality. Tufts insurance accepted. Call (617) 628-4961

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

White Sox ‘Won’t Stop Believin,’’ but time for staying hopeful is running out
BY

MIKE DOWNEY

McClatchy Tribune

“Don’t Stop Believin’’’ was all we heard last
September in the White Sox clubhouse.
It was A.J. Pierzynski’s idea, I think. It
turned into a keep-the-faith fight song, one
they also played for Sox fans night after night
at the Cell, full blast.
I don’t know about you, but right now I’m
definitely havin’ a hard time believin’.
Wednesday night’s 6-2 loss to the Detroit
Tigers makes it a whole lot harder to keep
believing. An 8-2 victory in Boston by those
vicious Minnesota Piranhas makes it practically impossible.
The Sox of ‘06 are dying. Trying but dying.
Their faithful fans want so much to believe,
don’t you? What was it that the late, great
relief pitcher Tug McGraw told those other
anxious disciples so many years ago? “Ya
Gotta Believe!” was his battle cry.
A few days ago, Brandon Inge, the third
baseman for the Tigers, received a CD in the
mail from a fan. It was an album by the country star Tim McGraw, son of Tug.
Inge was instructed to check out the title of
track No. 1. He flipped over the CD case.
“How Bad Do You Want It?” was the first
song.
Well, that’s where we’re at, isn’t it? How
badly do the White Sox want it? Because, my
friends, this team is about out of time. Just
like Kiefer Sutherland in an episode of “24,”
if they are going to do something, they had
better do it pretty darn fast.
There are only 10 games left. What this
team needs now is: (a) a wild winning streak,
(b) a wild Detroit or Minnesota losing streak
and (c) a major, big-time miracle.
Otherwise, the Sox can pack up their sox,
jocks, bats and balls and call it a season a
week from Sunday, because that is when the
2005 World Series champs’ reign officially will
come to a dry-eyed end.
Ozzie Guillen, the man with the plan,
must be about out of ideas and encouraging
words.
When this team had 12 games to go, he
optimistically said, “I expect us to win all 12
games.”
The desperately needed winning streak
has ended at one in a row. This season’s top

NUCCIO DINUZZO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE/MCT

Chicago White Sox’s Joe Crede catches the ball in time to get Detroit Tiger’s Ivan Rodriguez at third as he tried to steal in the fifth inning at
U.S. Cellular Field in Chicago on Wednesday.
Sox pitcher, John Garland, couldn’t tame the
first-place Tigers in what almost certainly will
prove to be the last time these teams meet in
‘06.
Guillen tried to find something fresh. He
put 21-year-old rookie center fielder Ryan
Sweeney in the starting lineup, sorely in need
of a little more production from that position.
Aaron Rowand had more hits and home
runs by himself last season than his replacements, Brian Anderson and Rob Mackowiak,
do combined.
Perhaps the Sox manager hoped that a
bolt of rookie lightning might strike. That
maybe Sweeney could prove to be a goodluck charm, kind of like a Journey CD.
“These games are so important now, we
have to go out there and play the best baseball we’re capable of,” Sweeney said before
the game, wise beyond his years.

But again the Sox came out flat and went
home deflated.
Very little went right. Joe Crede hit into
three double plays. Good scoring opportunities in the first two innings went for naught.
Mike MacDougal fell asleep on the mound
and let a runner advance without a look.
“We’re down, but not out,” Guillen said.
“You knock me down, I have to get up and
keep fighting until I can’t get up any more.”
No excuses are being made, but the more
I watch this team, the more fatigued I think it
is. Fatigued. Out of gas.
Last season the Sox had to play 174 games.
Their season lasted nearly a month longer
than the Tigers’ and Twins’ did. A shorter offseason was followed by spring camp, and, for
some, the World Baseball Classic.
There was no three-day pass for the Sox
during the All-Star break. It seemed as if half
the team had to go to Pittsburgh for that

game, including the entire coaching staff.
I bring this up mainly because in the second half of this season, the Sox now have a
record of 28-36.
This could be what caused the Pale Hose
to unravel. Who could have known that neither Mark Buehrle nor Freddy Garcia would
win a game in the month of July? Or that Jose
Contreras would win only twice in a twomonth span between July 5 and Sept. 6?
Who could guess that the Sox bullpen
would have an ERA above 7.00 for the season’s last month? Or that Neal Cotts, who
gave up one home run all of last year, would
serve up 10?
The Sox of `06 may die trying, but they also
are tiring.
A little loud music might perk them up.
Pump up the volume. Play something. Play
anything. This journey of theirs, it’s almost
over now, believe me.

Editors’ Challenge — Week 3
With a full week under our belt, the Daily Sports Dept. is finally getting in the groove,
which is more than we can say for the Eagles, Mail Services, and spinach (read the news-national spinach E. coli breakout). So now, some expert (read: Thursday-night-pregameinduced) picks for Week 3.
Backing up his trash talk from Week 2 was Dave "Former Child Gymnast" Pomerantz,
who double-handspringed from an 0-2 beginning to a 14-4 clip, tied (cutely enough) with
his roommate Andrew Bauld. Coming in at 11-5 were Liz "I LOVE the hyphen!" Hoffman
and Evans Clinchy, and Andrew Silver "Lining" saw the best in his 10-6 week, losing an
OVERALL RECORD
LAST WEEK

Dave
14-4
14-2

Washington
Washington at Houston
Buffalo
NY Jets at Buffalo
Detroit
Green Bay at Detroit
Indianapolis
Jacksonville at Indianapolis
Minnesota
Chicago at Minnesota
Miami
Tennessee at Miami
Cincinnati
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh
Carolina
Carolina at Tampa Bay
Baltimore
Baltimore at Cleveland
NY Giants
NY Giants at Seattle
St. Louis
St. Louis at Arizona
Philadelphia at San Francisco Philadelphia
New England
Denver at New England

Atlanta at New Orleans

Atlanta
27

early lead but standing steady at 12-6. After matching records in Week 1, Rachel DolinBloom and Alex Bloom-Dolin both turned in 10-6 showings to stand together in the middle
of the pack at 11-7 (A sign? We think so). A barely .500-plus week pulled Tom Eager "to
please" even at 9-9, but the hopelessly dejected Redskins fan can at least take solace in his
one-game lead over Kelley Vendeland, who was punished for some shifty Week 1 activity,
and for picking Houston and Kansas City (although to be fair, five of us picked Houston
this week). Hoping his encyclopedic knowledge of Tufts sports will translate, "Sports
Information, this is" Paul Sweeney offers his guest picks this week.

Andrew B.
14-4
12-4

Liz
12-6
11-5

Evans
12-6
11-5

Andrew S.
12-6
10-6

Alex
11-7
10-6

Rachel
11-7
10-6

Tom
9-9
9-7

Kelley
8-10
6-10

Paul Sweeney
GUEST

Washington
Buffalo
Green Bay
Jacksonville
Chicago
Miami
Pittsburgh
Carolina
Baltimore
Seattle
Arizona
Philadelphia
New England

Houston
Buffalo
Detroit
Indianapolis
Minnesota
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Carolina
Baltimore
Seattle
Arizona
Philadelphia
New England

Washington
Buffalo
Green Bay
Indianapolis
Chicago
Miami
Cincinnati
Carolina
Baltimore
Seattle
Arizona
Philadelphia
New England

Houston
Buffalo
Detroit
Indianapolis
Chicago
Miami
Cincinnati
Tampa Bay
Baltimore
NY Giants
Arizona
Philadelphia
New England

Houston
Buffalo
Detroit
Indianapolis
Chicago
Miami
Cincinnati
Carolina
Baltimore
Seattle
Arizona
Philadelphia
New England

Washington
NY Jets
Green Bay
Jacksonville
Chicago
Miami
Cincinnati
Carolina
Baltimore
Seattle
Arizona
Philadelphia
New England

Washington
NY Jets
Detroit
Indianapolis
Chicago
Miami
Cinciatti
Carolina
Baltimore
Seattle
Arizona
Philadelphia
New England

Houston
Buffalo
Detroit
Jacksonville
Minnesota
Miami
Cincinnati
Tampa Bay
Baltimore
Seattle
St. Louis
San Francisco
New England

Houston
Buffalo
Detroit
Jacksonville
Chicago
Miami
Cincinnati
Carolina
Baltimore
Seattle
Arizona
Philadelphia
New England

Atlanta
38

Atlanta
21

Atlanta
27

New Orleans
17

New Orleans
**

Atlanta
35

Atlanta
20

New Orleans
24

Atlanta
44

**As Bloom failed to submit a points total, we took the liberty of giving him some options: 6:15 (his mile time), 72 (his IQ), 0 (the number of times "I run cross country"
has worked for him at Powderhouse Pub). We're just kidding, we made these up. Except for the IQ. And the pick-up line one. Those are for real.
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O-line, childhood friend Menty to aid Russo
RUSSO
continued from page 20

seasons in 2004 and 2005,
Tufts is looking to upstage
the many naysayers around
the NESCAC who believe the
Jumbos will rest comfortably
near the bottom of the standings come November. When
the highly anticipated 2006
season begins this Saturday
at home against Hamilton,
Russo get the chance to lead
the team to its first home victory since Homecoming ‘04.
Russo faces an uphill climb
to reintegrate a strong passing game into the Jumbos’
offensive arsenal. The last two
quarterbacks, Jason Casey
(LA ‘04) and Casey D’Annolfo
(LA ‘05), failed to produce in
the air. The pair combined
for 11 interceptions and five
touchdowns in 2004, and
D’Annolfo threw for 13 interceptions and 10 touchdowns
last season.
While Russo admitted the
Tufts offense is not designed
to throw the ball on every
down, he feels that the quarterback is still an important
asset to productive game and
clock management. Coach
Bill Samko’s requirements
from his quarterback are simple: consistency and effort.
“I just need him to work
hard, prepare for each week,
and just plain go out and
enjoy the game,” said Samko,

who is entering his 13th year
as Tufts’ football coach.
Russo seems in tune with
Samko’s view: “Coach trusts
me to play sound, ball-control football,” said Russo, who
will be getting his first start in
an organized football game
in nearly four years. “He’s
not going to ask me to throw
the ball 50 times a game or
change too many plays at the
line of scrimmage. But he
expects me to protect the ball
when it’s in our hands and
make some first downs so we
can put some points on the
board.”
Russo has at his disposal
one of the most experienced
offensive units Tufts has
fielded in recent memory. His
front line, led by quad-captain Brian Schurko, is made
up of a solid core of battletested upperclassmen.
“I expect big things from us
this year,” said Schurko, free
of injury for the first time in
two seasons. “[The offensive
line] is looking as good as we
have looked in the years I’ve
been here.”
The Tufts coaching staff has
groomed this wide-bodied
group since they were freshmen and sophomores, and
the years of preparation have
produced a cohesive squad.
In addition to bonding with
teammates at Tufts, Russo also
shares some childhood ties

Cross country laces up for 2006’s
only home meet
The men’s and women’s
cross country teams will get
their first and only chance
at home-court advantage
tomorrow as the Jumbo
Invitational brings some
of New England’s toughest
teams to Grafton.
Fueled by ECAC Player of
the Week junior Catherine
Beck, along with top runners junior Katy O’Brien and
sophomore Katie Rizzolo, all
of whom were rested at last
week’s UMass Dartmouth
Invitational, the women’s
team should be in strong
shape this Saturday.
The Jumbo Invitational is
the closest the team gets to
home-field advantage during the season, and also gives
the team a chance to run a
6K course, the length of a

championship race. But the
often-poor conditions of the
field leave something to be
desired.
“We don’t love it,” Coach
Kristen Morwick said. “But
it’s our opportunity to run a
competitive 6K.”
It will be a small field in
Saturday’s competition, with
the Jumbos facing off against
rival Amherst, Bates and
Fitchburg. Scheduling conflicts during the preseason
made it difficult to schedule
more teams to compete, but
Morwick promises that it will
be a competitive meet.
“This is our chance to see
what Amherst looks like, and
to see how we run a championship distance,” Morwick
said.
— by Andrew Bauld

Team opens at home before
schedule intensifies on road

with his number one target
at wide receiver this season,
senior Steve Menty. The two
have known each other since
they were 10 years old and
played together on High-Tech
Awards, a summer basketball
team. The pair separated in
high school when they played
against each other at rival
schools Minnechaug and
Longmeadow.
“We’re really competitive
with one another,” said Menty,
who led all Tufts receivers last
season with 343 yards on 26
catches. “We’ve known each
other long enough so that we
can be honest with each other,
even if the truth hurts.”
The two reconnected at
Tufts and were roommates
together in South Hall. They
have lived in the same house
for the past three years among
other football players which
has strengthened their quarterback-wide receiver relationship.
Russo will take the field
tomorrow against the Buff
and Blue of Hamilton, a team
that won just one game in
2005. His teammates and
coaches are confident that he
will play to his potential and
take a leadership role on the
field.
“[Russo] has worked hard
and waited for this opportunity,” Samko said. “He has
shown great poise so far.”

FOOTBALL
continued from page 20

thrown into the starting role. But
according to Samko, there’s no
need to worry about his quarterback, who has the poise and the
intelligence to succeed this season.
“[Russo] understands the system,” Samko said. “We’re doing the
same things we’ve been doing for
the past three or four years.”
Russo replaces 2006 graduate
Casey D’Annolfo, who led the lackluster offense of the 2005 Jumbos.
In addition to D’Annolfo, the team
has to fill the void left by running
back Scott Lombardi, a 600-yard
rusher last season. Samko will
look to sophomore Will Forde to
carry the ball, while a receiving
core of seniors Brian Von Ancken
and Steve Menty and sophomore
David Halas will be Russo’s targets
downfield. Meanwhile, an oft overlooked component of the Jumbo
offense may prove to be the key.
“I’d look more at the offensive
line than at the skill positions,”
Samko said. “And I like what I’m
seeing in that group of guys.”
That group includes several
upperclassmen who will return
their skills and experience to the
O-line.
“[Senior Ryan] McGeary is doing
a great job at center, [senior] Max
Hatfield and [junior] Tommy Ames
are really starting to gel together at
left guard and tackle, and [senior]

Tim Lind is doing well as always,”
quad-captain Brian Schurko said.
“We also have a couple of other
guys, like [junior] Dan Walsh and
[sophomores] Dave Libardoni and
Geoff Kramer who could probably
start at any of the other NESCAC
schools,” Schurko continued.
The Jumbos start off the season with two consecutive home
games, taking on Hamilton tomorrow in the season opener and tackling Bates on Homecoming weekend—two teams who finished a
combined 3-13 last year.
Tufts has a chance to pick up
a couple of early victories, which
it may need as it will face much
stiffer competition on the road.
After Bates comes Bowdoin, a solid
team who finished last season 6-2,
followed by the Trinity Bantams,
who have dominated the NESCAC
for the past four years and is in the
midst of a national-best 30-game
winning streak.
The Tufts squad will try to avoid
a repeat of its 2005 collapse, but
after those first two weeks, it won’t
be an easy task.
“The NESCAC is getting tougher, from top to bottom,” Samko
said. “There are no cupcakes out
there, no pushovers. When I was
coaching here in the ‘70s, as an
assistant, it wasn’t like that.”
The season kicks off at noon
tomorrow, as the Jumbos take
on the Hamilton Continentals at
Zimman Field.

SCHEDULE | September 22 - September 28
FRI

SAT

SUN

MON

TUES

Football

vs.
Hamilton
12 p.m.

Women’s
Soccer

at Amherst
11 a.m.

vs. Babson
4 p.m.
(Kraft Field)

Men’s Soccer

at Amherst
11 a.m.

vs. Babson
4 p.m.
(Bello Field)

Volleyball

THURS

vs. Emmanuel at MIT Invite
4 p.m.
TBA
vs. Smith 8 p.m.

vs. Bentley
7 p.m.

Field Hockey

at Amherst
11 a.m.

Men’s Cross
Country

Jumbo
Invitational
10:30

Women’s
Cross Country

Jumbo
Invitational
11:30

JUMBOCAST

WED

Football
vs. Hamilton
12 p.m.

Volleyball
vs. Smith
8 p.m.

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Volleyball

Field Hockey

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
W
Middlebury 2
Williams
2
Bates
1
Bowdoin
1
Trinity
1
Tufts
1
Wesleyan
1
Amherst
0
Colby
0
Conn. Coll. 0

L
0
0
0
0
1
1
1
2
2
2

Pct W
1.000 3
1.000 4
1.000 3
1.000 4
.500 3
.500 2
.500 2
0.000 1
0.000 0
0.000 1

L
0
0
0
0
1
2
1
2
2
3

Goalkeeping
Duffy-Cabana (2-2)

G
2
2
1
2
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

A
1
1
3
0
2
0
1
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
1
1
1
2
2
0
1
1

T
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0

Pct
1.000
1.000
0.667
0.667
0.500
0.333
0.333
0.000
0.000
0.000

W
7
4
3
5
4
5
4
3
3
3

L
0
1
1
2
3
3
3
0
1
2

L
0
0
0
0
0
2
1
0
0
0

Individual Statistics

Individual Statistics
Scoring
Player
Marlee Kutcher
Stacey Watkins
Ileana Katz
Michelle Kelly
Tess Jasinski
Brittany Holiday
Emma Kozumbo
Kathleen Martin
Jennie Williamson
Margi Scholtes
Abi Ingalls

W
4
2
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0

Pts
5
5
5
4
4
2
1
0
0
0
0

GA Sv Sv%
8 23 .742

CONFERENCE

OVERALL

Team
W L T Pct W
Amherst
2 0 0 1.000 4
Middlebury 2 0 0 1.000 2
Williams
2 0 0 1.000 4
Bates
1 1 0 .500 3
Wesleyan
1 1 0 .500 3
Bowdoin
0 0 1 0.000 1
Colby
0 0 2 0.000 2
Tufts
0 1 1 0.000 0
Conn. Coll. 0 2 0 0.000 0
Trinity
0 2 0 0.000 0

L
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
2
3
4

T
0
0
1
0
0
2
2
1
0
0

Individual Statistics

Scoring
Player
Kelli Harrison
Katie Wysham
Stacy Filocco
Cecilia Allende
Kate Denniston
Brogie Helgeson
Julie Wilking
Maya Ripecky
Natalie Goldstein
Stephanie Viola

K SA K/gm
100 9 4.00
98 12 3.27
98 10 3.27
54
3 1.80
29
3 1.16
18
1 1.29
3
0 0.75
2
5 0.07
1
4 0.03
1
0 0.12

Kaitlin O'Reilly
Dena Feiger

Ass.
275
57

0
2

NESCAC Standings

NESCAC Standings

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
Williams
Wesleyan
Bowdoin
Colby
Tufts
Bates
Middlebury
Amherst
Trinity
Conn. Coll.

Men’s Soccer

Women’s Soccer

NESCAC Standings

NESCAC Standings

A/gm
10.58
5.70

Scoring
Player
Lauren Fedore
Jessie Wagner
Martha Furtek
Joelle Emery
Fanna Gamal
Abby Werner
Ali Maxwell
Genevieve Citrin
Rebecca Abbott
Kim Harrington
Jesslyn Jamison
Goalkeeping
Annie Ross

G
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

A
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
W L T Pct W L L
Middlebury 2 0 0 1.000 4 0 0
Amherst
2 0 0 1.000 3 0 0
Bowdoin
2 0 0 1.000 3 0 0
Wesleyan
2 0 0 1.000 3 0 0
Williams
0 0 0 1.000 2 0 0
Bates
0 1 0 0.000 1 2 0
Colby
0 1 1 0.000 0 1 2
Tufts
0 2 1 0.000 0 3 1
Conn. Coll. 0 2 0 0.000 1 2 0
Trinity
0 3 0 0.000 0 4 0

Individual Statistics
Pts
2
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

GA Sv Sv%
3 13 .812

Scoring
Player
Dan Jozwiak
Mattia Chason
Bear Duker
Bob Kastoff
Jon Glass
Alex Botwinick
Andrew Drucker
Joey Stampone
Greg O'Connell
Ben Castellot
Sam James
Goalkeeping
Pat Tonelli

G
2
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
GA
11

A
0
1
1
0
0
1
1
1
0
0
0

Pts
4
3
3
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0

Sv Sv%
20 .645

NCAA Women’s Cross
Country Rankings
As of Sept. 5, 2006
Rank, Team

1. SUNY-Geneseo
2. Washington Univ.
3. Amherst
4. Williams
5. Wisconsin-La Crosse
6. College of New Jersey
7. Ithaca
8. Colby
9. Wartburg
20. Tufts

NCAA Men’s Cross
Country Rankings
As of Sept. 18, 2006
Rank, Team (Points)

1. Calvin (280)
2. Wheaton (265)
3. Hamline (255)
4. Haverford (252)
5. Wisconsin-Oshkosh (242)
6. Nebraska Wesleyan (239)
7. Williams (231)
8. Wisconsin-La Crosse (219)
9. Wisconsin-Platteville (215)
29. Tufts (56)
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INTRAMURALS

MATT MERTENS | FREELANCER

Fall IM softball league hits roadblock, but
student steps up to plate to salvage the season
BY INGRID

Benjamin Siegel-Wallace, a former competitive baseball player and captain of
the defending IM softball victors, the
Manhogs, has stepped up to the plate,
leading the attempts to reinstate the
fall 2006 league.
According to Siegel-Wallace, the
decision to reduce IM softball to one
season, despite its popularity and obvious student dedication, seems unwarranted.
“I think we have proved...that the
members of IM softball are dedicated to
making this league work,” said SiegelWallace. “We are very committed to its
continuation.”
Intramural softball’s popularity
among students is undeniable; this year
alone a record-breaking 15 teams have
signed up to participate in the now
nonexistent fall league.
According to Milligan, the decision
to limit competition to one season of
play was the result of a lack of resources. Although much of the communication responsibilities fall on team captains, the Athletic Department is largely
responsible for the coordination and
scheduling of game dates, as well as
provision of equipment and referees.
Such considerations, as well as
problems with field space, manpower,
scheduling, and what was seen as a
waning level of participation in sev-

GILS

Contributing Writer

Intramurals, the less competitive
alternative to varsity and club sports,
have always attracted a large and
diverse group of participants; some are
novices interested in trying a new sport
and others are skilled athletes reliving
their high school glory days.
Currently, however, rookies and veterans alike may never make it to the
field.
The Tufts Athletic Department has
recently decided to limit the play of all
intramural sports. Excluding the highly
popular soccer and basketball, sports
will only be offered either in the fall
or spring. What intramural coordinator
Cheryl Milligan refers to as “seasonalization” many students view as an
unwelcome cancellation of their season.
Unsurprisingly, the discontinuation
of the increasingly popular fall league
has left many IM players scratching
their heads. Thus far, the most vocal
opposition of the Athletic Department’s
imminent plans hail from intramural softball, a sport known widely for
its friendly competition and habitual
weekend presence at Fletcher Field.
Despite the apparent finality of the
Athletic Department’s ruling, senior

eral IM sports, all contributed to the
Athletic Department’s ultimate verdict.
Moreover, as Milligan notes, softball
is not the only sport affected by the
decision.
“Intramural softball was not specifically selected to be seasonalized,”Milligan
said. “Rather, the decision was made to
move all but a few intramural sports to
one semester.”
According to Milligan, Tufts offers an
unrealistically large amount of athletic
opportunities for a school of its size.
“There are no schools of our size that
offer as many intramural sports as we
do,” Milligan said. “Not only is it unrealistic for us to provide so many athletics, but it is nearly impossible for us to
sustain such an expansive program.”
Nonetheless, Siegel-Wallace and fellow IM softball proponents remain
determined to continue play, even
without an official league. Students
are shouldering scheduling, fundraising, and administrative responsibilities and organizing themselves into
teams. Siegel-Wallace, who has participated in the supervision of previous
softball leagues in his hometown of
Philadelphia, has set the bar high for
the unofficial fall 2006 season.
“Besides the restoration of fall softball,
[we want] fans, field space, uniforms,
you name it,” Siegel-Wallace said.

Games of the Week
LOOKING BACK (SEPT. 15 - SEPT. 21) | DODGERS, 10 PADRES, 9
Take two teams battling neck-and-neck for the division title, throw in a longstanding California
rivalry, and separate them by just half a game. Drama, and a bit of hilarity, for those with a sick sense
of humor, does indeed ensue.
With sole possession of first place in the NL West at stake, the Los Angeles Dodgers and San
Diego Padres met in L.A. on Monday night, The Pads, who began the night with a half-game edge,
opened an early lead, thanks to a four-run rally in the first inning. They stayed ahead throughout the
game and took a 9-5 lead into the bottom of the ninth, and with reliever Jon Adkins on the mound,
sole occupation of the top spot seemed all but certain.
The Dodgers proceeded to rattle off back-to-back-to-back-to-back (yep, that’s four) solo home
runs. Jeff Kent and J.D. Drew hit the first two, and after the Padres turned to Trevor Hoffman to
secure the 9-7 lead, Russell Martin and Marlon Anderson touched ‘em all as well, evening the score
at 9.
The Padres tacked on another run in the 10th, but the Dodgers still weren’t through. With one
out and a runner on first, Dodger first baseman Nomar Garciaparra launched a pitch from Padre
reliever Rudy Seanez into the left field seats, propelling L.A. to victory. With that swing, the Dodgers
reclaimed sole possession of first place in the NL West and saved dropping three of four to the Pads.

KATHY KMONICEK/MCT

Nomar’s homer in the bottom of
the 10th capped a slightly ridiculous night for the Dodgers on
Monday.

LOOKING AHEAD (SEPT. 22 - SEPT. 29) | NESCAC FOOTBALL, COLBY AT TRINITY

COURTESTY COLBY ATHLETICS

Colby senior quarterback Justin Smith will be gunning for the Trinity Bantams, as the Mules look to
knock off NESCAC goliath and end the Bantams’
30-game winnings streak.

Last season NESCAC football featured two heavyweights in Trinity and Colby. The
Bantams dominated the conference en route, finishing 8-0 and extending their winning streak, the nation’s best, to 30 straight. Meanwhile the Mules went 7-1, improving their record for the fourth straight year, and finished the season ranked No. 2 in
New England.
Because of NESCAC scheduling quirks, the two never met. That’s all about to
change.
The two teams will meet for the first time since 2003 tomorrow at Trinity’s Jessee/
Miller Field. The meeting there three years ago ended with a 30-6 win for the home
Bantams, but this Mules squad is far improved from the one that went 5-3 three
years ago.
Colby has lost the NESCAC’s leading rusher in 2006 graduate Aaron Stepka, but
returns one of the conference’s top quarterbacks in senior co-captain Justin Smith,
and is bound to boast one of the league’s stingiest defenses.
Meanwhile the Bantams are still adjusting to the loss of coach Chuck Priore as
they begin a new era in Hartford under rookie head coach Jeff Devanney. A deadly
duo of running backs, seniors Gennaro Leo and Jordan Quinones, return to Trinity
this season and are bound to give the Mules’ defense fits. While many of the
Bantams’ other stars graduated in the spring, Priore and Devanney are among the
nation’s best at recruiting and are bound to put together another intimidating squad
in 2006.

Key to Jumbo defensive success lies with upperclassmen
DEFENSE
continued from page 20

season. Opponents averaged only 7.5
points per game in the team’s first four
outings. However, the competition got
tougher, and the Jumbo defense struggled, allowing an average of 37.5 points
in its next four games.
Another issue that plagued the
defense last year was mental mistakes.
The coaching staff worked throughout
the off-season to ensure that the players would be both physically and mentally stronger this year.
“We are a very different team, and
a different defense, than we were last
year,” Decembrele said. “We gave up a

lot of big plays last year, which put us in
a tough position to win games.”
Although the team will flash multiple
defensive looks, it will rely heavily on
its 3-4 base defense, with three defensive lineman and four linebackers. This
works particularly well against teams
that feature intermediate routes in the
passing game. When opponents go to
multiple receiver sets, the Jumbos will
likely have to switch things up to bring
in more players in the secondary.
The experienced defensive line will be
the keystone of the defense. In addition
to Decembrele, the Jumbos will look to
seniors Ryan Byrne, John Chapell, and
Josh Haynes to shore up the line. At
linebacker, juniors Adam Arsenault and

Steve Albertine will look to improve on
solid 20-plus tackle campaigns last season.
Senior quad-captain Brett Holm, a
three-year starter, will see a lot of playing time at cornerback, while senior
Bryan McDavitt and junior Nate Scott,
both defensive backs, are players to
watch in the secondary this season.
McDavitt led the team in interceptions
with two, and was second in tackles
with 56 total, 34 solo. Scott showed
great potential in the five games he
played.
“A lot of guys are going to be coming off the bench getting a lot of time,”
Decembrele said. “The defense is going
to be a force to be reckoned with.”

Numbskull Saturation
Dikembe Mutombo is one of the most
ferocious defensive players in NBA history.
The 7’2” center from the Congo has
patrolled the paint for six teams in 14 seasons, has been a member of the NBA AllDefensive team six times, and has led the
league in blocks in five different seasons.
Dikembe was a legend among my group
of friends during my middle school days:
both for his finger-wag of disapproval after
every rejection and for his (most likely
apocryphal) pick-up line of “Who wants to
sex Mutombo?”
True or not, listening to my buddy Gabe
parody a potential Dikembe/groupie bar
conversation during every Philadelphia
76ers game that we watched remains one of
the running highlights of my eighth grade
year.
But a closer look at the All-Star reveals
not just a gifted basketball player, but a man
of extraordinary generosity and intelligence.
Mutombo had no aspirations to be an NBA
player when he came to America at age
18; he was on scholarship at Georgetown
University studying to be a doctor. Even
after it became apparent that NBA stardom
was on his horizon, Mutombo still graduated, and even pursued a double major in
linguistics and diplomacy.
The man is fluent in English, Spanish,
French, Portuguese, and five Central African
dialects! Clearly he is not your average NBA
player, and we haven’t even scratched the
surface yet.
Mutombo’s mother died in the Congo
in 1997; she didn’t have access to quality
medical care. He subsequently vowed to
improve the dire medical situation in that
country and upped his charitable efforts,
giving $3.5 million in 2004 to help open the
Congo’s first modern hospital. Last August,
Mutombo donated $15 million to open a
second hospital there, which is now named
after his late mom.
Dikembe Mutombo is the absolute
antithesis of what we expect from our professional athletes. He is highly educated,
incredibly unselfish, and dedicated to using
his public stature and wealth to better the
lives of his country’s people. So allow me
this question: why on earth don’t we hear
about him?
CNN had intermittent coverage of L.A.
Laker Kobe Bryant’s 2003 rape trial. CNN!
A bevy of sports networks offer up-to-theminute reporting on Terrell Owens’ latest
missed practice for the Cowboys. Randy
Moss just launched a tirade against his franchise, the Oakland Raiders, and the team
hadn’t even played their first game yet.
Just for fun, I Googled a couple of keywords. “Kobe Bryant rape” returns 364,000
hits; “Terrell Owens saga” bounces back
71,800 sites; and “Mutombo charity” shows
just 22,600 hits. When I think about pro
athletes being selfish, I think about these
numbskulls, and I’ll bet that I’m not alone.
Meanwhile, class acts like Mutombo fly
under the radar.
Why does this happen? First, I think that
part of the issue is the proliferation of sports
talk radio and TV shows. Shows like “Rome
is Burning,” “Pardon the Interruption,” and
“Around the Horn” thrive on controversy.
Callers and viewers don’t agitate over a $15
million charitable donation; it’s undeniably
positive, and they’ll just pat him on the back
and move on to the Floyd Landis doping
scandal.
An irate audience—and guys like Moss
and Bryant inflame emotion among sports
fans—is an audience that’ll keep ratings up.
Secondly, though, I think that we fans are
part of the problem. I don’t like Kobe and I
don’t like T.O., but I avidly followed Bryant’s
case and I could tell you all about Owens’
$8,500 fine for missing practice recently. I
don’t like the saturation coverage of selfish
stars, but I help perpetuate it when I follow
it.
That is why I’ve decided to quit the negativity cold-turkey. I’m changing the station
when Randy Moss comes up. I won’t read
the articles on ESPN.com when Owens
blasts his coach and his quarterback. I don’t
want to keep feeding the beast. If you’re a
sports fan and you feel like I do, join me
before it’s too late, before stories like that
of Dikembe Mutombo disappear from our
collective sporting consciousness forever.
Matthew Mertens is a sophomore who
has not yet declared a major.
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NESCAC FOOTBALL PREVIEW

Jumbos ready to shed memory of disappointing 2005 tailspin
BY

EVANS CLINCHY

Daily Editorial Board

After back-to-back road wins to start the
year, the 2005 football team seemed poised
to redeem a disappointing 2004 season.
But an October collapse included a sixgame losing streak, brought the Jumbos’
final record to 2-6, and put the 2006 Jumbos
in a similar position.
This time around, the Tufts has everything it needs to pull an about-face but has
one main priority.
“We need to stay healthy,” coach Bill
Samko said. “That’s something that’s been
a dramatic problem for us over the past
two years. Some of that is just that it’s football—it’s a violent game, and people get
hurt; that happens. But it seems to be happening to us a lot, so we’re trying to change
our approach.”
If this year’s Jumbos can avoid the injury
bug, they could be ready for a productive season. At the heart of this year’s squad is a solid
core of returning starters on defense, led by
senior defensive end Chris Decembrele.
Decembrele led the Jumbos with 74 tackles last season, and his 5.5 sacks were second in the NESCAC. He earned a spot on
the New England Football Writers’ Div. II-III
All-New England Team as well as the AllNESCAC First Team.
In addition to Decembrele, junior linebacker Adam Arsenault and senior defensive backs Bryan McDavitt and Brett Holm
all posted solid numbers in 2005 and should
factor into the Jumbos’ potential success
this season.
On the offensive end, the team will be
spearheaded by an untested quarterback,
senior Matt Russo. Russo was sidelined last
season with mononucleosis, and is being
see FOOTBALL, page 18
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Senior wide receiver Steve Menty will be a key component of the Jumbo offense this season. Shown here in a game against Trinity on Oct.
15, 2005, Menty had a team-leading 26 catches for 343 yards last season.

FOOTBALL DEFENSE PREVIEW

FOOTBALL PLAYER PROFILE

Veteran defense returns to face high-octane NESCAC offenses

Russo at the
helm after lost
junior season

the Football Writers’ Division
II-III All-New England Team,
this year’s defense should be
the strength of a team that is
The old adage in football is
breaking in a new quarterback
that defense wins championon the offensive side of the
ships. If that is the case, Tufts
ball.
has a unit that could potentialThe Jumbos—and the rest of
the conference—will be chasing Trinity. The Bantams have
captured the last four NESCAC
championships and rolled over
conference opponents with
one of the nation’s best offenses, and are in the middle of a
nation-best 30-game winning
streak. This year, the Bantams
return three senior First Team
All-NESCAC selections from
2006 in running back Gennaro
Lee, linebacker Christian
Allen, and defensive back Mike
Soules.
Last season, the Bantams had
an average margin of victory
of 30 points, destroying every
opponent except the Jumbos.
Tufts gave a great defensive
effort and shut out the highpowered Trinity offense for the
final three quarters en route
to a heartbreaking 7-0 defeat
at the rain-soaked Ellis Oval
Stadium last Homecoming.
Colby is also a team to watch.
The Mules finished second
in the league last year with a
7-1 record and return a host
of starters, including senior
quarterback Justin Smith and
DAILY FILE PHOTO
senior linebacker Andrew
Senior defensive end Chris Decembrele, shown here in the Jumbos’ 7- Heaney, both Second Team All0 loss to Trinity on Oct. 15, 2005, will headline the Tufts defense this Conference selections last year.
season.
The Jumbos’ defense will
BY

ETHAN LANDY

Contributing Writer

ly lead the team to its first-ever
NESCAC crown.
Anchored by senior defensive end Chris Decembrele,
whose 2005 accolades include
team MVP, as well as spots on
the First Team All-NESCAC and

be tested around the league.
Despite the Bantams’ dominance, Amherst and Williams
are both another NESCAC
championship contender; the
Lord Jeffs return the league’s
second-best rushing defense,
and the Ephs put up NESCAC’s
best aerial game last year.
“Ultimately, our team goal
is to win the NESCAC,” said
senior defensive co-captain
Decembrele. “That has to be
the goal.”
In charge of Tufts’ defense is
coach John Walsh. Walsh has
emphasized individual roles
and responsibilities, and sees
the Jumbos’ best chances for
success if each player takes
care of the task at hand.
“This is a game with 11 people with individual jobs and you
have to do your job well,” Walsh
said. “Sometimes we tried to do
too much and did not get our
individual jobs done.”
While it features a lot of
returning talent, the defense
will make consistency a priority this season. The Jumbos
struggled against both the run
and pass last year, with opponents averaging 190.6 yards
per game in the air and 121.5
yards a game on the ground.
The Jumbos were fifth in the
conference in yards allowed
and tied for sixth in points-pergame allowed.
The defense, like the rest of
the team, started strong last

If good things do indeed come
to those who wait, then senior
quarterback Matt Russo—and
the football team—may be in
luck.
A year ago, just one week
before the team’s season opener against Wesleyan, doctors
told the then-junior that he
had contracted mononucleosis and would have to miss the
entire football season.
“It made for a long season to
sit on the sidelines the whole
year and just watch,” the
Longmeadow, Mass., native
said. “Seeing my teammates
out there working hard, struggling every day, was especially
tough because you want to be
out there fighting with them
and I just wasn’t able to.
“It made me appreciate how
much I love the game though,
and it gave me a chance to
step back and see it from a
fresh perspective and work on
some of the things I needed to
improve.”
Now Russo is back, and
Jumbo fans are counting on
him to turn around an offense
that has underperformed for
the past two seasons.
After
consecutive
2-6

see DEFENSE, page 19

see RUSSO, page 18

BY

BEN SIMON

Contributing Writer

