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Through this handbook, announcement is made of the general rules,
regulations, fees, and schedules in effect as of the date of publication. The
university reserves the right to make changes, without notice, in any
requirements, policies, regulations, dates, and financial or other information
contained in this handbook. Published by the Office of the Dean of Students
at Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts 02155. Printed in the United
States of America.

This ninety-third edition of the Tufts University Student Handbook super-
sedes the information contained in all previous editions. The Pachyderm
and its contents apply to all enrolled students.



All Students are Responsible For Knowing and Adhering to the
Information on Rules and Standards of Behavior Contained in
the Pachyderm.

The accuracy of any academic information is of particular importance to
you. We have included some such information for your convenience, but
we remind you that the most current source of academic information is the
Bulletin of Tufts University.

Although every effort is made to have the information included herein
current and accurate, changes do occur: hours and telephone numbers may
change, resource people may go on leave, and new policies may be insti-
tuted. For your own benefit, we encourage you to check information ahead
of time.

Nondiscrimination Policy

The university adheres to the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
which prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
sexual orientation, age, or disability except as provided by exclusions in the
law.

In addition, Tufts has an administrative policy that educational and employ-
ment decisions are based on the principle of equal opportunity. The consid-
eration of factors such as gender, race, color, sexual orientation, national or
ethnic origin, age, religion, veteran status, or disability unrelated to a
person's ability, qualifications, and performance is inconsistent with this
policy, except as otherwise provided by federal or state law or by university

policy.
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FROM THE
DEAN OF STUDENTS

August, 1996
To the Tufts Community:

A society educates its members so that the work necessary for its survival
may be carried out. In some traditional and simpler societies the choices of
livelihood are dictated either by tradition or by the primary needs of the
community, with little consideration for individual preferences. Complex
societies such as ours can allow individuals great latitude in choosing what
their life work will be without risking survival.

Yet, even our nation cannot flourish if the only aim of our members is to
achieve a narrowly defined personal success. A democracy must educate its
young people not only to compete in an individualistic culture but also to
contribute to the common good in an increasingly interdependent world.
We are affected by the actions and choices of others: by their care or disdain
for the environment, by economic policies that increase or diminish our
potential stake in the nation’s prosperity, and by scientific advances that
allow us both to heal and to kill more efficiently. Decisions that reflect only

narrow interests will, over the long run, diminish the quality of life for all of
us.

Education for the 21st century, therefore, must produce graduates who, in a
world of differing and conflicting values, seek to identify and strive for the
common good.* If you wish to prepare yourself both to be academically
compgtitive and to live in an interdependent world, seek out the following
experiences and resources:
®  Acquire new knowledge: seek out courses and texts
that challenge old assumptions and ways of thinking within and
across disciplinary boundaries. Take courses that require explora-



From the Dean of Students

tion of complex social and intellectual issues and present opportu-
nities to put a human face on problems frequently studied only in
the abstract.

¢ Take advantage of the accessibility of faculty, administrators,
chaplains, and even visiting speakers; and seek conversation and
advice, not just proximity.

¢ Forge your own links between the campus and the world through
community service, internships, attendance at lectures by visiting
speakers and conferences at or away from Tufts.

* Experience diversity—"not as a problem to be solved but as an
asset to be developed.” Participation in constructive dialogue will
help you to move beyond mere tolerance of difference to recogni-
tion of commonality by:

a) developing your ability to recognize the complexity of an issue
and to identify the underlying assumptions.

b) improving your ability to view an issue through another’s
perspective and to avoid premature judgment.

) helping you to learn to treat others with civility, especially when
difference challenges values you hold dear; encouraging you to go
beyond avoidance of conflict or the provision of simple answers to
complex questions or merely exchanging opinions.

Defined in this way, dialogue is an essential ingredient in an education for
commitment to the common good: it helps reveal the unspoken conventional
assumptions on which our understanding rests; it develops our ability for
critical systemic thought, so that we can take many perspectives into
account, make distinctions among them, and envision new possibilities; and,
finally, it helps us move beyond individual and group identity to an
awareness of interdependence.

Welcome to the Class of 2000 and entering transfers as new participants in
the continuing dialogue. I hope the coming academic year brings both new
and returning students individual success and a strong commitment to
working for the common good—of the Tufts community and of the world
community in which we share membership.

Sincerely,

Bobbie Knable,
Dean of Students

*I am grateful to Laurent A. Parks Daloz, Cheryl H. Keen, James P. Keen,
and Sharon Daloz Parks, authors of the article, “Lives of Commitment:
Higher Education in the Life of the New Commons”, which appeared in the
May /June "96 issue of Change Magazine, and much of which is summarized
here.
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FALL SEMESTER 1996

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER

28 Wednesday - Matriculation, residence halls open for new
students

28-2  Wednesday through Monday-Orientation for new students

SEPTEMBER

2 Monday-Labor Day, university holiday

3 Tuesday-Classes begin. Experimental College registration

17 Tuesday-Last day for students to ADD courses

OCTOBER

1 Tuesday-Last date for all students (except freshmen) to
DROP courses without record of enrollment. Last date for all
students to select PASS/FAIL option.

14 Monday-Columbus Day (university holiday); classes
suspended

15 Tuesday-Substitute Monday’s schedule on Tuesday

15 Tuesday-Last date for Liberal Arts and Engineering students
to make up incomplete grades from spring, 1996.

19 Saturday-Homecoming

NOVEMBER

1-3 Friday through Sunday-Parents” Weekend

11 Monday-Veterans” Day observed (university holiday);
classes suspended

1122 Tuesday-Last date for freshmen to petition to DROP courses
without record of enrollment

13 Wednesday-Substitute Monday’s schedule on Wednesday

28 Thursday-Thanksgiving (university holiday); classes sus-
pended

29 Friday-University holiday; classes suspended

DECEMBER

6 Friday-Classes end. Last day for undergraduate students to
WITHDRAW from courses and receive a grade of W

9-11  Monday through Wednesday-Reading period

12 Thursday-Final examinations begin

19 Thursday-Final examinations end

20 Friday-Residences close at noon for undergraduates

6

m m m m

N G AR 1Y G B uee (o) DRSNS 5 SESGSG 59 e o e m s
L_‘J

w

m Iy

m oM om oM o

LE]

\R] R

\R

i\

& R

\ N N

1996 Academic Calendar 1997
SPRING SEMESTER 1997

JANUARY

14 Tuesday-Residence halls open at 9:00 a.m. for all under-
graduates

14 Tuesday-New student Orientation and registration

15 Tuesday-Classes begin. Experimental College registration

20 Monday-Martin Luther King Day (university holiday);
classes suspended

22 Wednesday-Substitute Monday’s schedule on Wednesday

29 Wednesday-Last date for all students to ADD courses

FEBRUARY

12 Wednesday-Last day for all students (except freshmen) to
DROP courses without record of enrollment and last date for
all undergraduates students to select PASS/FAIL options

17 Monday-Presidents’ Day observed (university holiday);
classes suspended

20 Thursday-Substitute Monday’s schedule on Thursday

26 Wednesday-Last date for Liberal Arts and Engineering

students to make up incomplete grades from Fall 1996
MARCH

15 Saturday-Spring recess begins

24 Monday-Spring recess ends

26 Wednesday-Last date for freshmen to DROP courses with-
out record of enrollment

APRIL

2 Monday-Patriot’s Day (university holiday); classes sus-
pended

25-27  Friday through Sunday-Academic Awards weekend

28 Monday-Classes end. Last date for undergraduate students
withdraw from courses and receive the grade of W.

29-1  Tuesday through Thursday-Reading period

MAY

2 Friday-Final examinations begin

9 Friday-Final examinations end

10 Saturday-Residences close at noon

12-16  Monday through Friday-Senior week

18 Sunday-Commencement



TUFTONIAN
TRADITIONS

IN THE BEGINNING

The land on which Tufts stands was originally known as Walnut Hill. In the
seventeenth century, when it was used as upland pasture by residents of
Charlestown, it was heavily wooded. During the American Revolution,
captured Hessian soldiers being held in the area cut down many trees and
used them for firewood. The remaining trees were cut down by Medford
residents — perhaps for the shipbuilding industry which flourished on the
Mystic River. By the time Tufts was founded, the hill was treeless.

The movement which led to the founding of Tufts College began in the early
1800's. Members of the Universalist Church felt the need for a new and
different liberal college, one that would be nonsectarian but not anti-
religious. There was some debate about where the new college should be
built, but the issue was resolved when philanthropist Charles Tufts, when
asked what he would do with Walnut Hill, “that bleak hill over in Med-
ford,” replied , “I will put a light onit,” and donated 20 acres on which to
build the new college.

In 1852, Tufts College was granted a charter by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and became the 163rd institution of higher learning in the
United States. The following year, Hosea Ballou 2d agreed to serve as the
first president. The first class , consisting of seven students, enrolled in 1854
and was taught by a faculty of four. The students lived, studied, and
worshiped in Ballou Hall — then known as the College Edifice — which at
that time was the only building on the hill. The early curriculum included
required courses in Latin, Greek, mathematics, rhetoric, natural theology,
revealed religion, moral science, and intellectual philosophy.
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Tuftonian Traditions

The college became coeducational in 1892 and, in 1910, Jackson College for
Women became a separate division. Although the university is fully
coeducational today, women still graduate with a degree from Jackson
College.

TUFTS TRADITIONS AND ECCENTRICITIES

Alphabet Soup

There are scores of abbreviations for student organizations (TCU, IGC, LCS,
TLGBC, TSR, etc.), the faculty (CSL, T&P, AAUP), and other university
components (B&G, A&S, LA%], DOS). Don’t worry: you'll soon sort them
out.

Alumni Midnight Pancake-lce Cream Breakfast

On a midnight eve just before fall semester finals, Tufts alumni and student
senators serve pancakes, ice cream and a variety of fixings to students
suffering from study fatigue. Watch for Dining Service announcements for
this special day.

Baccalaureate

The annual Baccalaureate Service honoring graduating seniors at Tufts
began in 1865. The president is the principle speaker. He delivers the
“baccalaureate,” a sermon to the graduating class, giving him one last
opportunity to impart wisdom to those soon to become alumni. All the
university chaplains organize and plan this event which consists of readings,
prayers, and music (including Make a Joyful Noise, the Billy Taylor song
commissioned by Tufts) presented by the chaplains and seniors from the
Baccalaureate Committee.

The Cannon

The cannon, located between Goddard Chapel and Ballou Hall, is a replica
of one of the originals that served on the U.S.5. Constitution. By tradition, the
cannon is painted only at night, during the predawn hours, with slogans,
symbols, and messages to friends. At least one marriage proposal has been
made via the cannon. Please note: Only the cannon is included in the
tradition; painting the walkway and/or surrounding areas may result in a
fine and/or the cost of repair.

Convocation

During Orientation, Convocation is the first formal gathering of the new
class after Matriculation. The ceremony culminates in the lighting of
candles, symbolizing class unity and Charles Tufts’ intention to put a light
on the hill. It is an inspiring and memorable occasion.



Tuftonian Traditions

“Faculty Waits on You” Dinner
The “Faculty Waits on You” dinner, sponsored by the Leonard Carmichael
Society to raise funds for the Somerville Shelter for the Homeless, is the

perfect opportunity to mingle with faculty, help the homeless, and turn the
tables on your professors!

Frappes, Tonics, Dry Cleansers—and Other New England Oddities
Other parts of the country call them milk shakes, sodas, and dry cleaners.
New England vocabulary—like its weather—is like no other region’s.

Frisbee Golf

This derivative of traditional golf substitutes a frisbee for the clubs and ball.
The course is the Academic Green, and the holes are landmarks passed
down through generations of Tufts frisbee golfers.

Hillside House

If you're a commuting student, where you can store your lunch, study
between classes, cook dinner with friends, stay overnight after a late night
studying. Not to be confused with Hillside Apartments or Hill Hall.

Homecoming

At the end of October, alumni and students regroup at the Hill to cheer on
the Tufts teams. Other highlights include a tailgaters’ village, alumni
receptions, a pep rally, a parade of floats, concerts, and parties.

lllumination

The senior class completes its senior week activities with an illumination
ceremony that recalls their first year Convocation. The night before gradua-
tion, alumni, faculty, staff, administrators, and seniors gather on the Hill to
light candles as the chapel bells ring in Commencement Day at midnight.

Jumbo

Jumbo, Tufts University’s mascot, is the only college mascot whose name
appears in Webster’s dictionary. Every Jumbo sandwich, Jumbo sale, or
Jumbo balloon you have ever eaten, attended, or inflated was named for this

Jumbo—our Jumbo. The name derives from the Swahili word meaning
“hello.”

Jumbo, the third largest elephant ever held in captivity, toured with Barnum
and Bailey Circus in the late 1800’s and was accidentally struck and killed by
a locomotive in 1885. His hide was stuffed (in what was heralded as the
largest taxidermy job ever) and donated to Tufts College by P.T. Barnum,
Trustee of the College and donor of Barnum Hall.
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Tuftonian Traditions

Jumbo stood majestically inside Barnum Hall and was viewed by many
thousands until the hide was totally consumed by a fire that ravgged
Barnum in 1975. In the lobby of the rebuilt Barnum, as a memorial, are many
archival photographs of Jumbo.

Jumbo’s bones remain intact and are a part of the collection of the American
Museum of Natural History in New York City.

Jumbo Il by
Today, Jumbo’s spirit is kept alive by Jumbo II, a statue of.an elephan
rescued from Benson’s Wild Animal Farm when it closed in Huds_on, New ‘
Hampshire and donated to Tufts by the class of 1958 on the occasion of their

thirty-fifth reunion.

I‘?l‘c’i: g:;’, an annual spring event sponsored by the Leonard Carrrluchael |
Society, is a long-standing tradition. For one day each year, Tufts is tlixc‘ine
into a playground and carnival for hundreds of elementary school children
from Medford and Somerville. With help from many Tufts students, the
activities and sights — rides, painting, singing, firg trucks, and balloons—
bring enjoyment to many of our neighborhood children.

Letter to the Editor , .

A forum for students to express their views—whether on the choice o .
commencement speaker, the difficulty level of the crossword puzzle, or the
content of a news story.

The Light on the Hill

Our alma mater, built on land donated by Charles Tufts, who, when asked
what he would do with the barren, windswept hill he owned in M?dford,
replied, “I will put a light on it.” Also the title of the two volume history of
Tufts written by the late archivist, Russell Miller.

Line Ladies . e
The dining service staff that treat you like family and make Tufts more like
home.

Matriculation .

To matriculate: to inscribe or register the names of new members in .the .
roster of a society. On the first day of Orientation, the ceremony begins with
a formal procession of new students followed by representatives of Fhe
faculty and administration, wearing the academic rob.es that have,' since
European medieval times, identified graduates of various universities and
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