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T i g e r T r e a t m e n t 

Senior veterinary surgery technician Brenda Bramanti prepares a 3-month-old male tiger, 
born in captivity, for surgery. The cub broke a leg during some rough play with his father. 
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E x p l o r i n g 

H u m a n / A n i m a l 

R e l a t i o n s h i p s 

A childless couple whose dog had to be 
put to sleep was referred to a therapy group 
dealing with human loss. 

When they described their grief, many 
group members expressed outrage that the 
loss of an animal could equal losing a human 
life. Others were amazed at the insensi-
tivity shown by those who couldn't under­
stand the deep human/animal bond. 

"We as a society have difficulty classi­
fying animals," said Andrew N. Rowan, 
associate professor of environmental 
studies and biochemistry at Tufts School of 
Veterinary Medicine. "We seem to be con­
fused as to whether they should be treated 
as people or chattels. There is an obvious 
tension when the issue arises." 

As director of the Tufts Center for Ani­
mals, it is Rowan's job to make people more 
aware of the strong bond that exists between 
people and animals. 

"The ambivalence toward the human/ 
animal bond causes many paradoxical 
situations and much conflict in society," 
Rowan said. "The Center for Animals deals 
with these problems and provides answers 
that have application to these age-old 
controversies." 

Established in 1983, the center has three 
goals: to inform the public and the Tufts com­
munity about the social, political, psycholo­
gical, technical and ethical aspects of human 
interaction with animals; to conduct 
research in these areas; and to act as an advi­
ser on public policy issues. Grief counseling 
has recently been added to the list of ser­
vices available at the center, which has offices 
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Message from the Dean by Dr. Franklin M. Loew 

I t ' s a D e a n ' s L i f e 

I'm often asked why deans don't 
often get to sit in their quiet offices, 
contemplating the major events of 
our time and thereby personally 
counselling every student or faculty 
member on the ways of science or life. 
Here's why, based on the week 
closest to the deadline for this issue 
of Veterinary World. 

On Saturday, 4 p.m., I kiss wife and 
child (the other one's away at college) 
and leave my Newton home for Bos­
ton's Logan Airport. Some eight hours 
later, I arrive in Vancouver, British 
Columbia (with a plane change in 
Toronto) at 9 p.m. local time (mid­
night in Boston). On Sunday, I deliver 
the keynote address at the 1987 Delta 
Society annual meeting ("Domestic 
Animals vs. Wildlife: The Competition 
for Our Hearts and Minds"), watch 
television to see the Tigers polish off 
the Blue Jays, read some reports. 
Monday, 7:30 a.m. local time I fly 
back to Boston via Chicago and walk 
into my kitchen at 6 p.m. 

On Tuesday, I arrive in my Grafton 
office (40 minutes from home, 60 
minutes from Boston) at 7 a.m., begin 
to sort through 18 inches of weekend 
and Monday mail, a dozen phone 
messages and the usual office mat­
ters. At 11,1 meet for an hour with 
United Way officials regarding our fall 
campaign. The day's mail arrives (I 
average 50 pieces of correspondence a 
day), more phone calls. At 5 p.m. I 
drive to Boston for a dinner with seven 
people to plan our Dec. 10 "Winter-
fest" dinner-dance and auction. My 

sauteed sole was great, but I don't 
arrive home until 10:45 p.m. 

Wednesday I "sleep in" until 7 a.m., 
drive to Boston to give a 30-minute 
speech to welcome the financial offi­
cers of North America's schools and 
colleges of veterinary medicine who 
are holding their annual meeting. I 
then drive to Cambridge to meet with 
a biotechnology company for an hour, 
planning a research agreement. 
Through a rainstorm, I drive to Graf­
ton (returning four calls on my car 
phone) to encounter my daily mail 
pile, five more phone messages and 
brief meetings with several key staffers. 
I sign (as I must find time to do each 
day) a dozen or so letters I also have 
had to find time to write. I drive to 
Worcester for a 3 p.m. meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of the Massachu­
setts Biotechnology Research Institute 
and at 5,1 drive back to Boston for a 
political fund-raiser for a prominent 
state elected official. In the kitchen 
door again, this time at 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday I start out on the Medford 
campus to meet with the president 
and vice presidents on initial 
estimates for the 1988-89 budget. I 
drive to Grafton for two hours of 
biotechnology meetings with yet 
another company (I sneak a look at 
my inexorable mail and phone mes­
sages). At 1:30,1 meet with a faculty 
member regarding her promotion 
possibilities. At 3,1 give farewell 
remarks at a departing employee's 
party, and at 3:30,1 drive to Logan 
Airport to pick up my 73-year-old 

V e t M e d i c a l C e n t e r G e t s C T S c a n 

Tufts New England Veterinary Medical 
Center now has the most sophisticated 
diagnostic capability known to veteri­
nary medicine. 

A new CT scan became operational this 
summer as the result of an anonymous 
donation. "The donor really understood 
the impact the gift would have on all ani­
mals," said Brian K. Lee, director of 
development for the veterinary school. 

The CT scan enables clinicians to detect 
cancers in animals early and to be able to 
measure the effectiveness of therapeutic 

treatment once the diagnosis has been made. 
"A perfect gift is one that is timely in terms 

of need; is a surprise; gives the donor a sense 
of helping; and brings the donor ongoing 
joy. This gift met all the criteria," Lee said. 

As Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine 
enters its tenth year, a $26.6 million devel­
opment program has been started as a part 
of the New Campaign for Tufts. 

One of the major thrusts of this effort is to 
raise much-needed endowment funds for 
faculty and program support and for stu­
dent financial aid. 

mother, overnighting with us on her 
way to Europe the next day. 

Friday, I visit with my mother, then 
go to Medford again for morning 
meetings with our state and federal 
representatives regarding funding 
possibilities. I pick up my son, a Tufts 
freshman, leave him off at my house 
to see his grandmother before she 
leaves and drive to Pepperell, Mass., 
to visit the horse farm of one of the 
school's important supporters and 
hospital clients. At 5:30 p.m., I shake 
free of the Friday, pre-three-day week­
end traffic and pull into my driveway. 

On Saturday, after reading the 
papers (each day I read the Boston 
Globe and the Worcester Telegram; on 
Saturdays and Sundays, I add the Neio 
York Times and Toronto Globe and Mail) I 
drive to Grafton and spend three 
hours catching up on mail and reading 
over various materials. Over what's 
left of this holiday weekend, I'll have 
read this week's issues of Science, the 
Chronicle of Higher Education, the 
Boston Business Journal and the several 
professional journals that I take home 
every day. At 4 p.m., a week after I 
left for Vancouver, I am asleep in front 
of the television set, involuntarily 
oblivious to the Tigers and Twins 
battling it out for the American 
League pennant. 

Best wishes for a happy and 
peaceful holiday season. 
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Jeffrey Mariner, V87, was in Niger, Africa, while the rest of his class was graduating. The work he does will lead to further understanding 
of diseases of African livestock. The blood sample he took from this camel was brought back to Plum Island, N.Y., for analysis. 

A l u m S t u d i e s A f r i c a n L i v e s t o c k D i s e a s e s 

Jeffrey Craver Mariner is the fourth gen­
eration of veterinarians in his family, but his 
field of expertise is right out the 20th 
century. 

Mariner, a 1987 graduate of Tufts School 
of Veterinary Medicine, is a vaccine devel­
opment specialist for the school's Niger 
Integrated Livestock Production Project as 
well as a clinical instructor in international 
veterinary medicine. 

Permanently based at the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture's Animal Disease 
Center on Plum Island, off the northern 
fork of Long Island, Mariner studies 
foreign animal diseases to protect 
America's livestock. 

He will return to Niger in December to do 
more work on a vaccine for Rinderpest, the 
most serious cattle disease in Africa today. 
He is also studying diseases in African 
camel, sheep and goats. 

"Rinderpest has been around since Euro­
pean cattle were brought into Africa in the 
early 1900s," Mariner said. "The disease 
spread so quickly at that time that within 
two years, the disease, which is caused by a 
virus, had killed most of the cattle." 

Vaccines to control Rinderpest have been 
developed, but they tend to be ineffective 

and expensive to use because they must be 
refrigerated, Mariner said. "In the desert, 
where temperatures can reach 120 degrees 
and electricity is rare, keeping something 
constantly cool is virtually impossible," 
he said. 

Mariner is one of several scientists who are 
currently developing a Rinderpest vaccine 
that does not require refrigeration and that 
will remain effective regardless of tempera­
ture. He has been involved in the project 
since his second year of veterinary school. 

"I had no idea that I could be doing this 
kind of work when I decided to go to Tufts," 
said Mariner. "I like working outdoors, and 
at one time, I took a job as a herdsman 
because I thought I wanted to be a dairy 
farmer. When I found myself discouraged 
because I wouldn't have enough money to 
own a farm and discovered that I was not 
challenged enough with farm work, I 
decided to fall back on heritage and go to 
veterinary school." 

Mariner was born in Youngstown, Ohio, 
where, in 1892, his great-grandfather, 
Samuel Reuben Craver, first established the 
family's roots in the veterinary profession. 

A newspaper story in 1925 reported: "Dr. 
(S.R.) Craver (has) opened one of the first 

small animal hospitals in the U.S. It even 
has a maternity ward." 

Samuel Craver practiced in Youngstown 
for 40 years, and when he retired, his two 
sons, Dr. Nevin S. Craver and Dr. Thomas 
W. Craver, took over his hospital. Nevin S. 
Craver, a graduate of the College of Vet­
erinary Medicine of Ohio State University, 
was one of four graduates to be presented 
a Distinguished Alumnus Award and was 
president of the Ohio Veterinary Medical 
Association. 

Another uncle, Dr. David Craver 
Berglund, is still practicing veterinary 
medicine in the British West Indies. 

"I worked for my grandfather in the small 
animal hospital when I was about ten," 
Mariner said, "but I never really liked 
working with pet animals." 

"I was very lucky," Mariner said, "not just 
because Tufts was convenient, but because 
it offered options. It was as a result of classes 
in international veterinary medicine and 
meeting Dr. Al Sollod, director of interna­
tional veterinary medicine at Tufts who gave 
me a lot of guidance, that I realized how 
exciting the field could be. Suddenly every­
thing clicked into place." 



p e o p l e 

• Dr. Jeffrey Clark has been appointed a 
resident in small animal surgery at Tufts 
New England Veterinary Medical Center. 

• Dr. Susan M. Cotter, associate profes­
sor of medicine in the School of Veterinary 
Medicine, has been named a charter diplo-
mate in the recently formed speciality of 
veterinary oncology. The subspecialty of 
oncology has been recognized by the 
American College of Veterinary Internal 
Medicine, and the 14 charter diplomates 
are all diplomates of the ACVIM. Cotter is a 
recognized authority on feline leukemia. 

• Dr. Michael Court, who recently com­
pleted a three-year residency at Tufts, has 
joined the Department of Surgery at Tufts 
New England Veterinary Medical Center as 
assistant professor of anaesthesiology. He 
was educated at the University of Sydney 
and was awarded his veterinary degree at 
the veterinary college in Queensland, 
Australia. Court is particularly interested 
in pharmacokinetics and narcotic antago­
nists and their role in stereotypic behavior 
in animals. 

• Dr. Elizabeth Holland has joined the 
Department of Surgery at Tufts New 
England Veterinary Medical Center as 
assistant professor of anaesthesiology. She 
received her veterinary medical degree 
from the University of Tennessee College of 
Veterinary Medicine. She did an internship 
at Texas A&M and a residency in anaesthe­
siology at the University of California at 
Davis. Holland and Dr. Michael Court, 
assistant professor of anaesthesiology, 
recently underwent board certification as 
diplomates in the American College of 
Veterinary Anaesthesiology. 

• Drs. Peter Kintzer, Edward Maher Jr., 
Charles Rogers and Michael Stone have 
been appointed residents in small animal 
medicine at Tufts New England Veterinary 
Medical Center. 

• Andrew Konnerth, coordinator of vet­
erinary programs in anatomy, supervised 
and assisted in the rehanging of the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum's humpback 
whale skeleton in August. The 35-foot 
specimen is the only humpback whale 
skeleton on exhibit in North America. 

• Dr. Mary Labato has joined the 
Department of Medicine at Tufts New 
England Veterinary Medical Center as 
assistant professor of medicine. She was a 
member of the first class of veterinarians to 

(Continued on Page 5) 

Lee Appointed 

Development Director 

Lee-Ann Day, director of development for 
the veterinary school, left Tufts in October to 
take a job in the major gifts office at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

She has been with Tufts for 4% years, the 
last two as development director. Brian K. 
Lee, formerly associate director of develop­
ment for the veterinary school, has been 
named director. 

Day said she has "had the privilege of 
seeing the school grow, and I've been wit­
ness to the enormous changes and the 
increased public awareness. It is a wonder­
ful experience to be involved with a new 
school because every gift can make a sub­
stantial difference, and for the donor, the 
rewards are very great. Being a part of that 
dynamic is what made my job fun." 

To the uninitiated, development could be 
considered simply fund raising. "Fund rais­
ing usually implies immediate cash gifts, 
whereas development has more to do with 
the broader, larger picture. It is a very 
creative process," Day said. 

"People give for many reasons, and there 
are many misconceptions," she said. "One 
of the most common is that it is necessary to 
have a great deal of money in order to offer 
support. Quite the opposite is true, and there 
are certain tax benefits that, in some cases, 
make support a very wise thing to do." 

The scope of veterinary school activities 

Brian K. Lee 
is very broad and far-reaching. As one of 
only two privately funded veterinary schools 
in the country, it becomes increasingly 
important to be certain that the public is 
kept informed of giving opportunities so 
that it can "join us in enabling the school to 
bring even greater benefits to animals and 
humans alike," Lee said. 

For more information about giving oppor­
tunities, contact Lee at the Development 
Office, Tufts University School of Veteri­
nary Medicine, 200 Westboro Road, North 
Grafton, Mass. 01536, or call (617) 839-5302, 
Ext. 4728. 

DIPLOMATIC VISIT — Richard W. Bogosian, far right, U.S. ambassador to Niger, and 
his wife, Claire, second from right, visited the School of Veterinary Medicine in June. Dr. 
Chip Stem, left, section chief of international veterinary medicine, and Dr. Franklin M. 
Loew, second from left, dean of the school, discussed the school and its programs in 
Africa with the ambassador. Bogosian is a 1959 graduate of Tufts. 



p e o p l e 

(Continued from Page 4) 
graduate from Tufts School of Veterinary 
Medicine in 1983. Labato recently com­
pleted a three-year residency at Tufts in 
small animal medicine. Her area of interest 
is small animal endoscopy. 

• Dr. Irwin Leav, associate professor of 
pathology at the School of Veterinary Medi­
cine, has been promoted to professor of 
pathology. His promotion was approved by 
the Tufts University Board of Trustees' 
Academic Affairs Committee in September. 

• Dr. Franklin M. Loew, dean of the 
School of Veterinary Medicine, has been in­
vited by the National Academy of Sciences 
to join the advisory board of the journal 
Issues in Science and Technology. 

• Dr. Mushtaq Memon has been named 
associate professor of theriogenology in the 
Department of Medicine at Tufts School of 
Veterinary Medicine. Memon comes to 
Tufts from Louisiana State University in 
Baton Rouge, where he held a similar posi­
tion in the Department of Veterinary Clini­
cal Sciences. 

• Dr. Paul Mulville has been named a 
resident in large animal medicine at Tufts 
New England Veterinary Medical Center. 

• Dr. Megan Richie has been appointed 
a resident in anaesthesia at Tufts New 
England Veterinary Medical Center. 

• Dr. Andrew N. Rowan, assistant pro­
fessor of environmental studies and bio­
chemistry and director of the Tufts Center 
for Animals at the veterinary school, has 
been named editor of Anthrozoos, a new 
journal published by the University Press 
of New England that will explore the inter­
actions of humans, animals and the envi­
ronment. The first issue of the quarterly 
journal was published in August. The ven­
ture is being sponsored by the Delta Society, 
a nonprofit organization based in Renton, 
Wash., dedicated to furthering beneficial 
contacts between people and animals. 
Rowan also was on the planning committee 
for a "Technology Assessment Workshop 
on Health Benefits of Pets," sponsored by 
the National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Md., Sept. 10-11. 

• Dr. Anthony Schwartz, professor and 
chairman of surgery, participated in a 
symposium on "The Contributions of Bio­
medical Research to Animal Health." The 
symposium, held as part of the 100th anni-

S a y A h h 

Veterinary cardiologist Dr. James Ross gives Henry, an Old English Sheepdog, a heart 
examination. Ross, who studied with heart specialist Dr. Michael DeBakey, is pro­
fessor and chairman of the department of medicine at Tufts University School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 

Photo by Dave Willman 

versary of the National Institutes of Health, 
was sponsored by the American College of 
Laboratory Animal Medicine. The meeting 
took place in Chicago, during the annual 
meeting of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association. The manuscript from Schwartz' 
presentation will be published in the Journal 
of the American Veterinary Medical Associ­
ation . Schwartz also has been invited to be a 
visiting professor in small animal surgery 
at the Koret School of Veterinary Medicine 
in Rehovot, Israel, Dec. 21-30. 

• Dr. Amy Tidwell has been appointed a 
resident in radiology at Tufts New England 
Veterinary Medical Center. 

• Dr. Lori Tumpowsky has been 
appointed assistant professor of medicine 
at Tufts University School of Veterinary 
Medicine. In addition to serving as the only 
clinician based at Grafton to provide ambu­
latory care, Tumpowsky manages the mobile 
veterinary unit 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. She now will offer fourth-year classes 
in large animal emergency care and routine 
ambulatory care. 

NEW FACES — Dr. Pam Wagner has joined 
the Department of Surgery at Tufts New 
England Veterinary Medical Center as asso­
ciate professor of large animal surgery and 
chief of staff at the Hospital for Large 
Animals. She is board certified by the 
American College of Veterinary Surgeons 
as a specialist in orthopedic surgery. Wagner 
has a master's degree in veterinary science 
from Washington State University and a 
master's degree in molecular genetics from 
Florida State University. She earned her 
D.V.M. degree at the University of Cali­
fornia at Davis. 



T h e M o o s e 

Lucille was a 210-pound moose 
with a big problem. 
When X-rays revealed a frac­
ture of the left humerus of the 
three-month-old female 

moose, the prognosis was grim. "Get it 
fixed or put her down," veterinarians told 
Lisa Shively, a graduate student at the 
University of Maine who owns Lucille. 

"There aren't too many places that can 
repair a long bone in the shoulder of a 
moose," Shively said. "After raising the 
moose for three months, we weren't going 
to give up if there was a chance that she 
could be saved, so we drove all night to 
get her to Tufts." 

Tufts New England Veterinary Medical 
Center offers New Englanders some of 
the most sophisticated veterinary care in 
the country, and Lucille was no exception. 

A team of three veterinary orthopedic 
surgeons, two anesthesiologists and a 
battery of radiology and surgery techni­
cians labored for more than three hours to 
repair the fracture. They used a custom-
molded stainless steel plate, 10 stainless 
steel, jewel-quality screws and surgical 
wire to hold the twisted and broken bone 
together. 

"We have done this kind of surgery 
often in horses, but never in a moose," 
said Dr. John Berg, assistant professor of 
surgery at Tufts University School of Vet­
erinary Medicine. "My greatest fear was 
that her fragile, immature bone tissue 
would not support the plate or the screws. 

"There was the risk that either during 
surgery, while we were trying to place the 
screws, or when she tried to use the leg 
when she was out of anesthesia that the 
bone would re-fracture at the repair site or 
elsewhere. We were fortunate that this 
did not happen," Berg said. 

The most common misconception about 
large animals breaking long bones (leg 
bones) is that the bones cannot be repaired 
and that the animal must be sacrificed. 
Quite the opposite is true. 

Depending on the severity of the break 
and the length of time it goes untreated, it 
is possible to successfully repair broken 
legs in animals, including dogs, horses — 
and a moose named Lucille. 

Lucille had been abandoned by a New 
Hampshire roadway when she was three 
days old, Shively said. "The people who 
found her called the University of Maine, 
and I went down to pick her up so that 
she could be included in a research pro­
ject," she said. 

The illustration at right 
shows how veterinary 

surgeons repaired 
Lucille's fractured left 
humerus using a steel 

plate, wire and screws. 
At far right, and below, 
Lucille back in Maine, 

where she is recovering 
nicely from the surgery. 



I s L o o s e 

Lucille plants a moose smooch on Lisa Shively, a graduate student at the University of Maine 
who brought the moose to Tufts New England Veterinary Medical Center for treatment. 

Shively is studying the foraging behavior 
of ungulates (hooved mammals) at the 
agriculture experimental station at the 
University of Maine at Orono. Working 
under a federal Mclntyre-Stennis Grant, 
Shively and Maine undergraduate Lucy 
Newton are trying to reintroduce these 
animals to the forests in Maine. The study 
also involves caribou and white-tailed deer. 

Following her surgery, Lucille spent 
three days in an quickly improvised 
"intensive care" situation that was created 
in what had been a foaling stall in a teach­
ing barn. She was under the watchful 
supervision of a rotating veterinary team 
that included Dr. Charles Sedgwick, 
director of Tufts Wildlife Clinic, surgeons, 
anesthesiologists and fourth-year veteri­
nary students. 

Shively and Newton were very much a 
part of the team and rarely left Lucille's 
side. Twenty-four hours after surgery, 
when they were certain that Lucille had 
made it safely through the immediate 
post-operative phase, the weary young 
women returned to Maine to make arrange­
ments for the injured moose's long 
recovery and to pick up a vehicle more 
suitable for the trip home than the one 
they had arrived in. 

By the time they returned, Lucille had 
begun to eat more readily and was begin­
ning to actually use the repaired limb. The 
moose eagerly noted their arrival by hun­
grily nibbling at the tree leaves on the 
branches they had brought her from her 
own paddock. 

Four days after the surgery, on Aug. 31, 
Lucille's shoulder was X-rayed to see if 
either the plate, the pins or the bone had 
moved. They had not. Armed with a 
battery of veterinary supplies, Shively 
and Newton left Tufts with their 
tranquilized and freshly bandaged young 
charge. 

"She gets around better every day," 
Shively said recently. "She seems to be 
adjusting really well and uses her leg 
quite readily." 

Now out of immediate danger in terms 
of refracture and infection — two of the 
most common problems in large animal 
orthopedic surgery — veterinarians will 
have to reassess the repair periodically as 
the moose matures to be certain that new 
bone is forming at the repair site. • 

Text by Judy Francisco 

Photos by Dave Willman and 
Michael R. Gross 



H e l p i n g O w n e r s C a r e f o r G u i d e D o g s 

Little did Dr. M.J. Larue suspect that when 
she treated a guide dog for frequent nose­
bleeds, it would lead to a health education 
campaign for owners of guide dogs around 
the country. 

Larue, a second-year resident at Tufts 
New England Veterinary Medical Center, 
became a friend of the guide dog's owner, 
Mary Lewis of Worcester, Mass., and now 
treats Lewis' 10-year-old German Shepherd 
on a regular basis. 

During one of these visits, Lewis sug­
gested that other members of her group, 
Guide Dog Users of Massachusetts, would 
be interested in learning more about health 
care for their dogs. 

Guide Dog Users Inc. has more than 400 
members across the country, according to 
Kim Charlson, national president of the 
group, which works through legislative 
chanels to protect the civil rights of guide 
dog users. The Massachusetts club has 
about 50 members. 

"We hold public awareness campaigns to 

educate people on the role of guide dogs," 
Charlson said. "People don't always under­
stand that guide dogs are working and 
shouldn't be distracted from their work by 
being talked to or patted," she said. "People 
unfamiliar with our specific problems need 
to be informed so that there can be improve­
ments in public transportation systems as 
well as other public places." 

After she met Lewis, Larue said she "real­
ized that guide dog users have the same 
kinds of concerns and questions about 
modern veterinary care that any pet owner 
would have, but they don't always have 
access to the available information." 

In her presentation to members of the 
Massachusetts chapter, Larue talked about 
good preventive veterinary medicine, vac­
cines, care of teeth and nutrition. 

Lewis' dog, Gretchen, was taking a pre­
scribed medication containing aspirin for 
treatment of arthritis. "Gretchen's blood 
vessels were breaking down as a result of 
the medication, and that is what caused her 
nosebleeds," Larue said. Kim Charlson, left, and Dr. M. J. Larue 

P r o v i d i n g A n s w e r s t o A g e - O l d C o n t r o v e r s i e s 

(Continued from Page 1) 
on Tufts' Boston and Grafton campuses. 

Animal-related activities are an integral 
part of society, and people are becoming 
increasingly more aware of options in the 
ways society treats animals. 

In the United States alone there are 50 
million dogs, 60 million cats, 9 million 
horses, 115 million cattle and countless 
numbers of animals that live in the wild. 

"I felt it was imperative to create an acade­
mic body that would seriously study issues 
related to animals in addition to the diseases 
of animals. It is in this context that the Cen­
ter for Animals was established," said Dr. 
Franklin M. Loew, dean of Tufts School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 

The center already has made a mark in its 
short lifespan. It has developed and spon­
sored conferences, seminars and work­
shops — including two national forums on 
pit bull terriers — established a newsletter, 
initiated research projects and co-spon­
sored major meetings. 

Rowan has been named editor of 
Anthrozoos, a new quarterly journal 
published for the first time in August that 
explores the interactions of people, animals 
and the environment. Published by the Uni­
versity Press of New England, the venture is 
being sponsored by the Delta Society, a non­
profit organization based in Renton, Wash., 
that is dedicated to furthering beneficial 
contacts between people and animals. 

Of the many public policy issues related 
to animals, the most contentious currently 
are the use of animals in research, intensive Andrew N. Rowan 

livestock production, unwanted dogs and 
cats and the appropriateness of pit bull 
terriers as pets. 

"The first time we decided to organize a 
workshop on the pit bull issue, our inten­
tion was to bring together a small but 
informed group with direct interests — 
legislators, veterinarians from towns where 
the breed was popular, breeders, animal 
control officers, and a panel of experts," 
including representatives from the Massa­
chusetts Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals and the Humane Society 
of the United States, Rowan said. 

"Between the time that we started plan­
ning the session and the actual date (July 
1986), the issue had become so volatile, that 
those in need of some insight on the issue — 
judges, attorneys, victims, pit bull owners 
and members of the media — began to look 
to us for answers," Rowan said. 

"We felt it was a very positive step in 
changing the prevailing attitudes on a diffi­
cult subject," Rowan said. A second pit bull 
workshop was held in September 1987. 

"It was a gratifying experience," Rowan 
said. "By the end of this last workshop, three 
objectives had been met: the press seemed 
more educated; people began to address 
the issue of aggression in dogs more than 
focusing on the pit bull type; and one of our 
experts, Dr. Randall Lockwood from the 
Humane Society of the United States, 
introduced a composite profile of the pit 
bull owner that clearly demonstrated that 
the problem has more to do with the dog 
owners than the dog." 



b r i e f l y 

Melinda Saffer 

V e t e r i n a r y S c h o o l L i b r a r y 

I n c r e a s e s I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e s 

Melinda Saffer has created a little trea­
sure at the School of Veterinary Medicine. 

"It is principally through her efforts that 
the library at the veterinary school is seen as 
a resource for veterinarians and other ani­
mal health professionals throughout 
Massachusetts and the entire New England 
region," said Dr. Franklin M. Loew, dean of 
the school. 

Saffer, who has been director of informa­
tion services on the Grafton campus for 
three years, is chairwoman-elect of North 
Atlantic Health Science Libraries and is 
past president of the Massachusetts Health 
Sciences Libraries, a 165-member organiza­
tion that includes all health and basic 
research medical and scientific libraries 
in Massachusetts. 

"We are at the point now where we can 
say that we have the largest clinical veteri­
nary collection in New England, but there 
is still a startling lack of resources for 
practitioners and others who deal with 
animals," Saffer said. 

Computerization has broadened every 
library's ability to share resources, and 
Tufts' veterinary library is no exception. 
Connected to a nationwide network by com­
puter and telefacsimile, the staff, clinical 
faculty and students have access to books 
and journal articles that may not be avail­
able in the library itself. 

"On-line searches provide current aware­
ness as well as retrospective bibliographic 
data," Saffer added. Other services include 
document delivery, retrospective computer 
searches and other reference services. 

"We have had some fine and useful dona­
tions, which make it possible for us to offer 
an excellent collection of equine sports 

medicine material, and we have added, 
when possible, video and slides for training 
and continuing education," she said. 

For those interested in international 
veterinary medicine, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture has made Tufts a repository 
for monthly reprints of journal articles and 
published reports from international jour­
nals that have to do with exotic diseases. 

"But we need more current books, period­
icals and other educational material and the 
room to arrange it in so that there is comfor­
table space in which to work and study," 
Saffer said. "My other long-range goal is 
developing a continuing veterinary medi­
cal education center within the library," 
she said. 

Use of the veterinary school library is not 
limited to staff and students. "There is an 
underserved community of animal care pro­
fessionals," Saffer said. "We want to be able 
to make veterinary information available to 
other practitioners, people with agricul­
tural concerns, pet owners, breeders and 
other schools throughout Massachusetts 
and ultimately the New England region." 

Born in Staten Island, N.Y., Saffer was 
formerly library director at the Worcester 
Foundation for Experimental Biology in 
Shrewsbury, Mass. She has a bachelor's 
degree from Clark University and a master's 
degree in library and information science 
from Simmons College. 

The School of Veterinary Medicine library 
is on the second floor of the Administration 
Building on the Grafton campus. Hours are 
Monday through Friday from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. 

For more information about Tufts veteri­
nary library services, contact Saffer or Cheryl 
Duggan at (617) 839-5302, Ext. 4963 or 4761. 

• L a r g e A n i m a l C o n f e r e n c e 
Dr. Stephen J. Roberts, professor emeri­

tus at Cornell University, will be a guest 
speaker at the fifth annual Conference for 
Large Animal Practitioners hosted by 
Tufts University School of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

The all-day conference will be held Jan. 5 
in the Administration Building on the 
Grafton campus. Dr. Robert Steckel, 
section head of large animal surgery at 
Tufts, is program chairman, and 
Dr. Nicholas Dodman, section head of 
anaesthesia, is the research update 
moderator. 

Roberts, who will discuss large animal 
reproductive problems, will be joined by 
Tufts clinicians and residents who will 
address a number of subjects related to 
current practice and research in large 
animal medicine and surgery. 

The conference fee is $75. To obtain 
more information about registration and a 
pamphlet describing all the presenta­
tions, contact Jan Lennon, Tufts Univer­
sity School of Veterinary Medicine, 200 
Westboro Road, North Grafton, Mass. 
01536 or call (617) 839-5302, Ext. 4705. 

• H e a l t h S c i ences F a m i l y D a y 
Parents, spouses and friends of Tufts' five 

health sciences schools — the schools of 
Dental Medicine, Medicine, Nutrition, 
Veterinary Medicine and the Sadder School 
of Graduate Biomedical Sciences — are 
invited to Health Sciences Parents Day on 
Saturday, Jan. 30 at the Arthur M. Sackler 
Center for Health Communications on 
the Boston campus.. 

"The purpose of the day is to help the 
families of graduate students understand 
the world in which their children, spouses 
or friends are now involved," said Betsy 
Millard, director of the Parents Program 
at Tufts. 

All-school symposia with the deans of 
the schools will be followed by school-spe­
cific programs and tours after lunch. Sol 
Gittleman, senior vice president and pro­
vost, will be keynote speaker. 

Invitations will be mailed to all parents 
and students in December. For additional 
information, call Millard at (617) 628-0211. 

• Fos te r H o s p i t a l L a u r e l s 
Tufts New England Veterinary Medical 

Center's Foster Hospital for Small Animals 
was awarded a Certificate of Merit by the 
American Animal Hospital Association, 
according to Dr. Robert Murtaugh, associ­
ate director of the hospital. 

Representatives from the association, 
which sets standards for animal hospitals 
across the country, "examined the medi­
cal records and toured the hospital to see 
that we met the criteria," Murtaugh said. 



p r o g r a m s 

T h e N e w C a m p a i g n 

R e s o u r c e s N e e d e d f o r S t u d e n t A i d 

Dr. Franklin M. Loew, dean of the Tufts 
School of Veterinary Medicine, is hoping 
the new capital campaign will mean the 
school will be able to offer its students more 
scholarships, low-interest loans and stipends 
for summer research and field projects. 

"Student aid is our number one priority," 
Loew said. "We want our students to make 
their career selections based on what is in 
their hearts and their minds and not on what 
is in their pocketbooks. We want them to treat 
sick animals, prevent illness or carry out 
research based on needs rather than debts." 

The veterinary school tuition "remains the 
highest of any school of its kind in the coun­
try," Loew said. Because the school gradu­
ated its first class in 1983, it is really too new 
an endeavor to have established a base of 
support through its nearly 300 alumni. 

Most veterinary students accumulate 
debts, Loew said, and when they graduate, 
they generally have the lowest average 
incomes of practitioners in the three health 
sciences professions. 

The school has 260 students, 65 in each of 
the four classes. Loew said Tufts is able to 
meet about 60 percent of their financial aid 
needs. Even in its short existence, the 
school has attracted some of the country's 
most able students. The first graduating 
class scored higher on the National Boards 
than students at the other veterinary 
schools in the country, Loew said. 

Loew, a former president of the Associa­
tion of American Veterinary Medical Col­
leges, said he is optimistic that the achieve­
ments of the faculty, staff and students at 
the school, which he likes to call the 
"dandiest little veterinary school in the 
country," will engender the support of 
alumni and others. 

In terms of competitive research funds, 
Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine ranks 
fifth out of the 27 veterinary schools in the 
United States, Loew said. 

Loew is counting on the success of the 
campaign to allow the school to continue to 
develop its equine sports medicine pro­
gram. "Because the dairy industry in New 
England has declined somewhat due to 
lack of federal support, the horse industry 
is becoming increasingly important to New 
England agriculture," he said. 

Using many of the techniques employed 
by human athletic trainers, the clinicians, 
scientists, physiologists and physicial ther­
apists associated with Tufts' Equisport pro­
gram diagnose exercise-related problems 
in the equine athlete. The program offers 
gait analysis, stress testing, cardiovascular 

examinations and performance assess­
ment among other services. 

Another of Loew's program goals is to 
increase research at the veterinary school's 
Grafton campus to support the school's 
clinical programs. Research programs 
targeted for expansion include farm animal 
genetics, dog and cat cancer and zoological 
or wildlife medicine. 

Coupled with the need to expand 
research programs is the need for modern 
research laboratory facilities, Loew said. 

The dean said he also wants to see stu­
dent housing on the Grafton campus. Vet­
erinary students, who spend their third 
and fourth years on the Grafton campus, 
now live in apartments in the general 
Worcester area, he said. 

The veterinary school is also looking for 
support to expand the Grafton branch of 
the Boston-based Health Sciences Library, 
"eventually incorporating it into a con­
tinuing education center for veterinarians 
and animal owners in the six-state New 
England region," Loew said. 

While the national trend in veterinary 

medicine is toward larger group practices, 
Loew said, New England is peculiar in that 
most veterinarians have solo practices in 
small towns. "Individual veterinarians are 
reluctant to leave their practices to get con­
tinuing education," Loew said. 

To address that need, Loew said, he 
wants to take advantage of videotaping and 
satellite television to provide continuing 
education opportunities to New England 
veterinarians. By broadcasting programs 
on UHF or VHF in the wee hours — when 
the rates are lower — veterinarians could 
record these programs on VCR and watch 
them at their own convenience, Loew said. 

Loew said there is also a need to increase 
faculty endowments at the veterinary 
school, which now has one endowed chair 
— the Henry and Lois Foster Chair in Com­
parative Medicine. He said he would like to 
see an endowed chair in each of the school's 
principal areas — large animal medicine, 
small animal medicine, large animal sur­
gery (sports medicine), small animal sur­
gery, zoological medicine and agricultural 
veterinary medicine. 

H e l p i n g H a n d s 

Development staff assistant Mary Ann Adams, right, presents a thank-you plaque to 
Susan Saltonstall at the New England Hackney Society's Charity Horse Show in July 
in Oneco, Conn. Chairwoman Saltonstall accepted the gift on behalf of her club, which 
has supported Tufts' veterinary school through this annual event for several years. 
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S u r v e y S h o w s 

C l i e n t s P l e a s e d 

W i t h H o s p i t a l s 

A marketing survey recently completed 
for the Foster Hospital for Small Animals, 
the Hospital for Large Animals and the 
Wildlife Clinic indicated that clients 
generally are pleased with the veterinary 
services provided to their animals. 

"We initiated the surveys to get an idea of 
what areas were functioning as we had 
planned and what still needs work. The best 
judges of that can only be our clients," Joe 
McManus, hospital administrator, said. 

From February to September, postcards 
were made available at the reception desks 
of all three clinics. On a scale from poor to 
excellent, nine areas were offered for com­
ment. Clients were asked to judge the hos­
pitals' overall service; care and treatment of 
animals; doctors' explanations of diag­
nosis, prognosis and treatment; staff man­
ner and friendliness; hours; waiting time 
for the doctor; hospital cleanliness; cost 
and location. 

Comments ranged from "favorably im­
pressed" to the more specific: "This doctor 
is the finest veterinarian I have ever known. 
He saved my dog's life and is a constant reas­
suring factor who brings peace of mind..." 
represent the majority. 

The highest ratings were given for service 
offered and the way in which the pet was 
treated. Slightly lower ratings were given 
for waiting time, cost and location. 

"Certain things, like location, we can't do 
anything about," McManus said. "But other 
things we will continue to improve. We 
want to be responsive." 

The facilities rated in the survey are 
teaching hospitals for Tufts University 
School of Veterinary Medicine. As referral 
hospitals and veterinary care facilities for 
New England veterinarians as well as the 
public, the hospitals are collectively called 
the Tufts New England Veterinary Medical 
Center. 

I t ' s T w i n s ! 

A pair of twin lambs was born during the veterinary school's open house in May. 
Crowds touring the Hospital for Large Animals and the Foster Hospital for Small 
Animals were able to visit the newborns. These young ladies from Worcester got a 
closer look. 

Photo by Dave Willman 
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