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Administration eliminates sophomore
parking passes for incoming classes
by

Gillian Javetski

Daily Editorial Board

Next year’s freshmen will
have to wait until they are
juniors to legally park on
campus.
Sophomores will be barred
from keeping cars on campus
beginning in September 2009
after administrators adopted a
measure to stem a potential
parking shortage.
The ruling will not directly affect
any current undergraduates.
“With [the renovation of ]
80 George St., the new gym
renovation and other new construction projects coming up,
the university is anticipating
that we are going to have a
parking problem on campus
in the near future,” said John
King, director of Public and
Environmental Safety. “As we
approach the next few years,
we have to be careful managing
our parking program and this
seemed like the best solution
to fix the problem.”
The Office of the Dean of
Student Affairs, the Department

james choca/tufts daily

The Office of Student Activities will be renamed the Office for Campus Life.

Office of Student Activites to
change its name next year
by

Matt Repka

Contributing Writer

The Office of Student
Activities (OSA), a department that received national
press coverage last semester
when Director Jodi Nealley
was fired for embezzlement,
will change its name to the
Office for Campus Life (OCL)
next semester.
But Dean of Student Affairs
Bruce Reitman said the change

was not a direct reaction to last
semester’s scandal, in which
Tufts said Nealley stole $300,000
from accounts overseen by the
OSA. The office’s new name,
Reitman said, is meant to better reflect the OSA’s “large role
in all forms of campus life,”
rather than exclusively in student activities.
According to its Web
site, the OSA “is involved in
see OCL, page 2
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Sophomores will not be allowed to park at Tufts starting in the fall of 2009.
of Public and Environmental
Safety and Vice President of
Operations
John
Roberto
made the decision together,
King said.

“As we looked at the overall
parking [situation], we decided
that we need to find a way
see PARKING, page 2

With speakers and events, Healthy Week Trimmer calls soft-bodied robot a major
looks to increase awareness on the Hill innovation at Dean’s Faculty Forum
by

Madeline Garber

Marysa Lin

Daily Editorial Board

Student groups across campus have
come together to present Tufts’ annual
Healthy Week, a five-day series of lectures,
film screenings and interactive demonstrations highlighting issues of public health
and promoting wellness within the Tufts
community and beyond.
Healthy Week began on Sunday with a
presentation by Lisa Brukilacchio, director of the Somerville Community Health
Agenda, and a kick-off brunch in Hotung
Café, where students mingled with alumni
who are pursuing careers in public health.
“What we wanted to do was just get word
out about all the different health-oriented student groups at Tufts and what their
focuses are,” said senior Andrea Northup,
president of Public Health at Tufts (PHAT).
“We chose each day of the week to be a different aspect of health.”
Monday’s theme was public health and

Professor of Biology Barry Trimmer
highlighted the groundbreaking
capabilities of his newly developed
soft-bodied robot during the Dean’s
Faculty Forum in the Coolidge Room
in Ballou Hall on Monday evening,
suggesting that the invention could
revolutionize fields ranging from
medicine to military reconnaissance.
Trimmer’s “SoftBot” has received
recognition for its amorphous quality and its ability to fit into confined, complex spaces.The robot
is also capable of carrying cargo
in its central cavity, Trimmer said.
It can be made in a large range of
sizes, from the length of bullets to
multiple meters.
Trimmer, the Henry Bromfield
Pearson professor of natural sciences,
explained how these characteristics
make the machine a valuable tool for
surgeries and biomedical diagnoses.
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VOX tables for Healthy Week at Tufts.

by

Daily Editorial Board

see HEALTH, page 2

“A soft, flexible robot could be much
less damaging and less painful [than
the current technology] for exploring
parts of the body,” he said.
Furthermore, “our robots are silent
and they don’t use any power to
grip [other things]; they use passive
Velcro,” Trimmer said, citing their possible use as surveillance machines.
In dangerous reconnaissance missions such as exploring minefields,
the robots will be cheap enough to
send out without having to retrieve
them, he said.
Dean of the School of Arts and
Sciences Robert Sternberg delivered
the introductory remarks before
Trimmer took the podium.
“He will discuss ... novel technologies that might change how we think
about building and using machines,”
Sternberg said.
Trimmer, who founded the Tufts
Biominetic Devices laboratory, began
see ROBOT, page 2

Fletcher to sponsor bone marrow registration drive to help afflicted student
The Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy will host a bone
marrow registration drive today
in support of Fletcher student
Erica Murray, who is fighting
leukemia.
Murray’s best chance of survival is contingent upon finding
a donor who closely matches
her bone marrow type, said
Gerard Sheehan, the Fletcher
School’s executive associate
dean. The drive seeks to help
connect Murray with a donor.
The drive will be held on

the first floor of the Cabot
Intercultural Center from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. All members
of the Tufts community are
encouraged to register. The
registration process involves a
cheek swab and a brief questionnaire to determine registration eligibility. Most people
between the ages of 18 and 60
are eligible to register as bone
marrow donors.
The Fletcher School’s registration drive is specifically
seeking non-white registrants.

The school will receive free lab
testing for all minorities who
register. For every non-white
who registers, one white registrant can register free.
The need for minority registrants stems from the lack
of non-white donors in the
national registry. According
to the drive’s Facebook.com
event listing, less than three
percent of people registered
to donate bone marrow are
non-white.
This is relevant to the Fletcher

Inside this issue
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The Counting Crows’
new album combines
sin and remorse to
make for an emotional
return.

The baseball team
bounced back from a
Saturday loss to Bates
to sweep a Sunday
doubleheader.

see ARTS, page 7

see SPORTS, page 15

registration drive because
Murray is multiracial, and is
most likely to find a matching bone marrow donor of the
same ethnicity.
Murray was diagnosed with
leukemia in February 2006,
according to the Facebook
event. After going into remission, her cancer returned this
year, forcing Murray to withdraw from school.
Fletcher student Marcos
Gonzalez has been a bone
marrow donor and is involved

in the registration drive.
“I went through the donation process, not just the
testing process. My donation
involved one week of preparation leading up to an afternoon donation of blood. You
are never asked to donate
unless you’ve been specifically
identified as the best match
for somebody whose life is in
balance,” Gonzalez said in a
statement on the event page.
—by Nina Ford
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OSA to become OCL in attempt to more
accurately describe its role on campus
OCL

continued from page 1

educating and developing the
whole student through a wide
range of services, including
advising, programming and
operations services.”
The OSA is responsible for
overseeing Tufts’ roughly 170
student organizations. The OSA
also coordinates events such as
Club Hotung and Senior Week.
In addition, the OSA oversees
the daily operations of the
Mayer Campus Center.
Reitman said the name
change is “not directly” related
to the Nealley scandal, adding
that there have been multiple
personnel changes in the OSA
this year.
“I think that all the personnel changes have just given
us the opportunity to look at
the position description and to
reflect on ... the broader scope
of what the office really does,”
Reitman said.
“‘The Office for Campus Life’
is a more inclusive, appropriate
description of all the parts of

the job,” Reitman added. “The
[OSA] plays a large role ... with
orientation, with commencement, with so many different
parts in the community ...The
view is that the contributions
and leadership of that office is
better expressed by a title that
talks about campus life, not just
student activities.

“‘The Office for
Campus Life’ is a more
inclusive, appropriate
description of all the
parts of the job.”
Bruce Reitman
dean of student affairs

The focus of the OCL will
also change next year. It will
be more involved in student
activities such as New Student
Orientation, which Reitman
said “wasn’t so much a part of

Parking policy altered for 2009
PARKING

continued from page 1

to increase parking or reduce
demand,” he said. “Of course
increasing supply has a cost
attached to it and so the prudent approach for the time
being was to eliminate sophomore parking.”
When asked about whether
there were plans to eventually
reverse the new rule, King said,
“For the foreseeable future,
sophomores will not be allowed
to park on campus. We’re just
going to have to see how things
occur as time goes on.”
According to Dean of Student
Affairs Bruce Reitman, members of the incoming Class of
2012 have been notified in
their admission materials that
they will not be allowed to park
on campus during their sophomore year.
“We thought it would be fair
to let the incoming class know
in advance,” he said.
Students’ reactions to the
new parking regulation have
been mixed.
“This new rule may pose
a problem to some students,
[but] I don’t think that the rule

the old description.”
According
to
Tufts
Community Union (TCU)
President Neil DiBiase, a junior,
the changes to the OSA will not
have a large influence on the
TCU Senate or the Tufts community in general.
“I don’t perceive any difference in the relationship
between that organization and
the Senate,” DiBiase said.
He agreed with Reitman,
saying that the name change
was not based on the Neally
incident, but rather to give the
organization a more fitting
moniker.
“I think the name change
more accurately reflects what
that office will be doing,”
DiBiase said.
The new director’s position was posted “over a month
ago,” according to Reitman,
who said there have been
many applications thus far. A
search committee for the position is emerging, and Reitman
expects to have a new director
in place by the summer.

is unfair,” freshman Hanson
Gong said. “There are so many
other schools that don’t allow
freshmen or sophomores to
have cars at all. Even so, [it is a]
good thing that this affects the
incoming class and our class
gets to keep our parking.”
Other students were less
understanding.
“When I first heard of the
news, I was surprised that
they were going to cut out the
sophomore parking option
completely,” freshman Matt
Steinberg said. The administration “should be able to find
somewhere off campus that
they can block off as Tufts parking for sophomores. It would
be better than simply not offering any parking opportunities
at all.”
According to Tufts University
Police Department Captain
Mark Keith, this new rule was
not in response to repeated incidences of juniors and
seniors buying parking decals
for sophomores, allowing the
underclassmen to park in the
Carmichael Hall parking lot
instead of behind Hill Hall or
Cousens Gymnasium.

Healthy Week to focus on public, sexual and nutritional health awareness
HEALTH

continued from page 1

human rights. The day featured a lecture
by Jacqueline Nwando-Olaywiola, medical
director at the Community Health Center of
Meriden, Conn. and an assistant professor
of medicine at the University of Connecticut
School of Medicine.
Nwando-Olaywiola spoke about the
increasing health disparities within the
United States, and explored the forces
causing minority groups to have poorer
health and inferior access to health care
than whites.
“The United States spends $2.1 trillion per year on health, but this does not
translate to better health for all citizens,”
she said.
She cited access, insurance, lingual
and cultural barriers and quality of
health care as some of the main problems facing minorities.
“All of these things will ultimately lead
to a poorer quality of life,” she said. “Many
Americans still suffer from poor health.”
She explained that as minority populations grow, a larger portion of the
American citizenry will be at risk of having poor health.

“Health disparities end up affecting all
of us,” she said. “The nation is becoming
increasingly diverse, and the burden that
this causes on the system will ultimately be
appreciated by all of us.”
Nwando-Olaywiola urged members
of the audience to get involved in public
health care, listing careers as policy leaders,
researchers and community organizers as
ways to help.
“Public health is a very broad field. There
are so many avenues you can take if you
really believe in public health as an opportunity to promote social health. I’m asking
you to join me in the fight against health
disparities,” she said.
Monday’s events also featured a “wheel of
public health” in the campus center, which
gave students the opportunity to test their
knowledge on a number of different health
issues, said PHAT Special Events Coordinator
Katherine Diaz-McInnis.
PHAT also sold t-shirts to benefit the HIV/
AIDS group Ubuntu, an organization based
in South Africa.
Tuesday’s theme was sexual health, with a
presentation in the campus center hosted by
Tufts’ Voices for Change (VOX), an organization dedicated to exploring issues of sexual-

ity and reproductive rights and health.
The group highlighted the rising costs of
birth control pills by comparing the price of
one month of the pill to packets of Ramen
Noodles, which were stacked on a table.

“The nation is becoming
increasingly diverse, and the
burden that this causes on
the system will ultimately be
appreciated by all of us.”
Jacqueline Nwando-Olaywiola
medical director, Community Health
Center of Meriden, Conn.
“It’s actually something that a lot of the
Boston VOX groups are doing. We’re just trying to show how ridiculous the prices are,”
said sophomore Alyssa Ursillo, the group’s
vice president.
Ursillo said that most non-generic brands
of birth control cost $25 per month when
obtained through an insurance company.
“What we’re doing is comparing that

to how many packs of Ramen Noodles
you can buy. It’s over 200 Ramen packs
for one month’s supply of birth control, so per year it’s over 2,000 packs
of Ramen.”
VOX also urged students to sign a petition asking politicians to pass a bill that
would force insurance companies to lower
the price of birth control.
“We’re encouraging people to call
their senators, and we’ll be thanking
Massachusetts senators that have already
signed on,” Ursillo said.
Today’s events will provide students with
health career information, and the popular
medical televisions dramas “Scrubs” and
“House” will be screened in Sophia Gordon’s
multipurpose room from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Food, nutrition and wellness are the
themes for Thursday. Nutritional food and
other health-related items will be given out
in the campus center, and students can stop
by for a free massage or information about
Tufts’ Health Service.
This week, “we just wanted to do lots of
fun events so that people will get involved
about health in a fun and interactive way,”
said sophomore Nadine Kesten, a member
of PHAT.

Trimmer says soft-bodied robot will have a broad range of practical functions
ROBOT

continued from page 1

“I’m going to try to
convince you that I’m
not nuts for working
on caterpillars for the
last 20 years of my life.”

his speech with a brief history
of robots, a topic he said was
ironically out of his league.
“The work that I’m going to
describe today is really something that I have no business
doing,” Trimmer said. “I’m
a biologist, I’m not an engineer, and I don’t presume to
be telling engineers how to do
their business.”
After
discussing
common perceptions of robots
as humanoid, he provided an
overview of landmark robots
developed by various groups
and people around the world.

“In many ways, we’re still
at the point of dealing with
a fixed task robot,” he said.
“These robots don’t behave like
animals; they are not adaptable, robust and versatile,” he

MARKETS
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Barry Trimmer
professor of biology

said, citing their composition
of stiff materials as a factor
that makes them difficult to
control. Trimmer’s SoftBot
provides an alternative to this
type of machine, he said.
Trimmer also described the
Biosynthetic Robots Initiative,
a prospective program that he
hopes to lead at Tufts.
“We want to go one step further,” Trimmer said, describing the initiative as “an extensive new research-education
program in the biosynthesis
and engineering of organic
robots.”
Trimmer said that the program, if successfully devel-

oped, will use live cells to
create robots that can grow
organically. This will provide
great educational opportunities by cutting across a wide
range of academic areas. “We
think it’s a great research initiative because it explores
problems that people haven’t
really tried to solve,” he said.
According to Trimmer, if
his technique is successful in
“growing” soft-bodied robots,
they will be very cheap and
easy to manufacture.
In suggesting the robot’s
possible functions, Trimmer
also referred to the snake-like
robots used after the terrorist
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attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. These
machines were unsuccessful
in searching for the bodies of
survivors. “The task was too
difficult,” he said.
He said he believes his
robots will be more successful
in these kinds of search and
rescue situations because they
are extremely soft and malleable and cannot get stuck in
tight spaces.
“I’m going to try to convince you that I’m not nuts
for working on caterpillars for
the last 20 years of my life,”
Trimmer said, and concluded by thanking his lab staff
and colleagues.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Today

Dow Jones
12,654.36

Nasdaq
2,362.75

Wednesday, April 2
Sunny/Wind
Sunrise: 6:42 AM
Sunset: 7:11 PM
Windy with lots of sunshine.
High 49F.

“Any time you score
26 runs is good.”

Ian Goldberg
freshman outfielder
see Sports, page 15
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Some seniors say goodbye to cinderblocks and
communal showers, hello to Mom and Dad

Michael Sherry | Political Animal

“Boomerang kids” return home after graduation to save money as they start their careers
by

Emily Maretsky
Daily Staff Writer

As midterms pass and finals loom
just over the horizon, many seniors are
busy trying to secure jobs and living
arrangements.
But as national salaries fall and
college loans rise, some students are
considering a drastic measure typically dreaded by college students
everywhere: moving back in with their
parents.
The term “boomerang kids” refers to
students who move back in with their
parents after graduating from college.
Instead of simply taking it easy, these
students are aiming to save money by
living at home while working or looking for a better job, and strengthening

relationships with their parents at the
same time.
In
a
survey
conducted
by
MonsterTrak.com, 48 percent of 2007
college graduates said they planned to
move into their parents’ homes after
graduation. According to the same survey, 11 percent of graduating seniors
did not expect to receive a job offer by
graduation. As the U.S. economy seems
to draw closer to recession, these numbers could dip even lower.
Although many Jumbos have already
secured jobs, some Tufts students will
be joining the masses flocking home
after Commencement.
“In Career Services, we do hear students talking about the financial need
that may lead them to move home if they
haven’t secured a job by graduation,”

Career Services Director Jean Papalia told
the Daily in an email.
Papalia described the ways different
students can view the option of living
at home. “There are some students
who are quite adamant about … [living] independently and in some cases,
this is powerful motivation for finding
a job,” she said. “Likewise, we also hear
from students who say they’re happy
to live at home. They like their parents, and appreciate the comforts that
are offered.”
Aaron Mehta (LA ’07) is one such
boomerang kid. After graduating
last May, he moved home for a short
time, and is now in the process of
moving back out.
see BOOMERANG KIDS, page 5

Tufts professors take time away from the Hill
to pursue independent academic research
Administrators say research boosts reputation and draws esteemed faculty to Tufts
by Sarah

Bliss

Daily Staff Writer

This article is the first in a two part
series examining professors who take
research leaves. The first installment
will examine the faculty and administration viewpoint on the phenomenon;
the second part will take a look at the
effect the leaves place on students.
At Tufts, it isn’t uncommon for students to pick up an assigned article or
book and find the name of their very
professor printed across the cover.
These printed works are often the
product of months of independent
research by faculty — a practice that
the administration says is helping
build a better reputation for Tufts and
drawing top faculty members to the
university.
“Almost all of our peers offer research
leaves,” Dean of Undergraduate
Education James Glaser said. “If we
want to bring the best faculty in, people
who are great teachers and great scholars, or who have the potential to be
both, we want to offer them the opportunity to be successful. Research leaves
are a part of that.”
Research leaves, which must be
approved by a professor’s department chair and the dean of his or her
school, also help faculty members stay
thoroughly up-to-date in their fields,
according to Glaser, who is also a professor in the Department of Political
Science. He said this can improve the
quality of teaching.
“We are better teachers if we are
actively engaged in the creation of
knowledge. It keeps our teaching fresher, and it fuses it with our own experiences,” he said. “I think you’ll find that
there is a strong correlation between
research-active departments and excellent teaching departments.”
During the school year, most professors find it futile to attempt to complete thorough research in their field
while teaching.
“Research requires focus. When you
do 3,000 things at one time, you can’t
really think clearly about anything,”
Associate Professor of Chemistry Elena
Rybak-Akimova said. “If we are trying
to teach, do research and serve on 300
committees, we end up doing nothing
well.”
Rybak-Akimova, a tenure-stream
faculty member, took a grant-funded
sabbatical leave in the spring semester of 2005 to further her research in
small molecule activation at a Harvard
University laboratory. The $400,000

Annie Wermiel/Tufts Daily

Leaving their classrooms and offices empty, Tufts faculty are taking time away from teaching to conduct research.
grant allowed Rybak-Akimova to conduct research and to purchase equipment for the chemistry department.
“I saw an entirely different lab culture and entirely different approach to
doing science,” Rybak-Akimova said.
“The problems that they are working
on are different to the problems we are
working on, so it was extremely helpful
to me.”

From the perspective of Professor
Hosea Hirata, who teaches Japanese
and chairs the Department of German,
Russian and Asian Languages and
Literatures, the full duties of a professor include research endeavors.
“I think from a student’s way of
thinking, we are primarily teachers.
see RESEARCH LEAVE, page 5

Tufts in Washington

I

t has been three weeks since the last
primary election in Mississippi, and
we have another three weeks to go

before Pennsylvania.
The campaigns are spinning their wheels,
trying to come up with some new controversy or talking point, but there really isn’t that
much to say. We’ve heard it all before. The
voters are sick to death of the Democratic
primary. The news media, to an extent, is
sick to death of covering the same town hall
meetings, the same stump speeches, the
same “experience versus change” debates
they’ve talked about a zillion times over.
With no news to cover, I thought I’d talk
a little bit about the program I’m doing this
semester. Hopefully it’ll spark the interest of
some of you politics junkies out there.
As you probably don’t know, I’m not on
the Tufts campus this semester. I’m down in
Washington, D.C., doing a program formally
called the Washington Semester Program
(WSP) at American University. Down here,
we informally call it Tufts in Washington.
It’s a great program that I highly recommend for any Jumbo who loves politics.
Boston’s a fun place, but if government
is your thing, there’s no city better than
D.C. It’s total immersion — kind of like an
engineer going to the beach to learn how
to talk to girls.
But it’s also a great jury-rigged study
abroad program. Almost everyone, I think,
has wanted to spend a little bit of time away
from Tufts. I like Tufts a ton, but I was glad to
get a change of scenery for a while.
But studying abroad is a big commitment
that lots of people just can’t make. Whether
it’s because of logistics, expense, language
barriers or credit-transfers, sometimes
it’s just impractical for a student to study
abroad. So if you have even the slightest
interest in American politics, economics
or foreign policy, I really recommend you
consider sliding down the eastern seaboard
to the Potomac. Here’s what the program
entails:
You’ll take a seminar course in a specific
field. Although the topics range from international law to justice to peace and conflict
resolution, Tufts only allows its students to
enroll in American politics, economics or
foreign policy. This is an error, in my view,
but I can attest to the high quality of the
American politics course.
You’ll also get an internship in the city.
For many people, this is the main reason
for the program. A D.C. internship is often
a great experience, and even when it’s not,
it’s always a fantastic resume builder —
much more impressive than delivering The
Podunk Weekly Examiner on a bike route.
D.C. runs on intern labor. You may not get
your first choice, but the WSP has a great
support network of alumni and faculty as
well as a fantastic internship bazaar where
non-profits, law firms, newspapers, NGOs
and congressional offices set up shop to
entice potential interns. You are guaranteed
to find something.
You’ll also be writing a semester-encompassing research paper. It’s optional for
WSP students, who can take an elective
instead, but Tufts insists on the research
paper option. Clocking in at around 30 to 40
pages, it’s a major paper that many students
have used as the core of their thesis papers.
Don’t let this put you off. It’s doable, and
your research paper advisor is very supportive as you tackle a challenge that you’ll be
able to talk about with potential employers
years from now.
I’m having a great time here, learning the
city and its quirks. Shoot me an e-mail if you
have any questions.

Michael Sherry is a junior majoring in
political science. He can be reached at
Michael.Sherry@tufts.edu.
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Graduates negotiate new boundaries Research leaves allow professors to
with parents when they return home bring new ideas back to the classroom
BOOMERANG KIDS
continued from page 3

After graduation, Mehta spent two
months in Asia before moving back
home to Wellesley, Mass. He got a job
working on a local political campaign
and played with his band, Melodesiac,
before looking for jobs in Washington,
D.C. Had Mehta needed to worry
about paying rent, the political campaign job would have been financially
impossible.
Mehta said that among his peers,
moving home is acceptable for a short
period of time. “I know a few people
who have moved home, but fewer than
I thought,” he said. “The general consensus seems to be that it’s cool, as
long as it’s for only a year. After that,
the general feeling seems to be that
you need to move on.”
Some students worry that living
under a parental roof with little financial obligation will undermine students’ independence.
“I think that moving home is of course
a good way for young adults to save
money — money that will foster their
later independence,” Child Development
Professor Fred Rothbaum said in an
e-mail. “Whether it is a good way of fostering independence in the short term,
while they are at home, I suspect the
answer is very mixed.”
Rothbaum explained that some parents and their children find it hard to
move past their old roles of parents as
caretakers and children as those being
taken care of — but if older children
can limit the extent to which their
parents act as guardians, then being
cared for in age-appropriate ways
can actually help them in their quest
for maturity.
Rothbaum also believes that because
many college students tend to drift
away from their high school buddies
during their college years, reconnected childhood friendships can become
another benefit of moving home.

“Those who move home may be
the ones who have proven most successful in renegotiating the old childhood relationships and have made
them more mutual or reciprocal,”
Rothbaum said.
While moving home does have its
financial and familial benefits, there
are many household logistics to work
out. Moving back home after living
almost unrestricted in dorms and
apartments at school can be a shock to
those who settle back into their childhood bedrooms. Parents often struggle
over whether or not to instill curfews
or new rules on noise and visitors.
For some students, this may be the
first time in years that parents are
looking over their shoulders again.

“Well, I’ve been unemployed for a few months
now and I still need to lose
weight, so clearly someone
is feeding me. I basically
live for free, aside from taking the trash out.”
Aaron Mehta
LA ’07
Still, Mehta found many advantages
to living at home, and said his parents
gave him freedom.
“Well, I’ve been unemployed for a
few months now and I still need to lose
weight, so clearly someone is feeding
me,” Mehta said, laughing. “I basically live for free, aside from taking the
trash out.”
As for the drawbacks?
“I’m living at home with my parents
and I’m 23,” he said.

RESEARCH LEAVE
continued from page 3

But our position is really scholars,”
Hirata said. “We try to maintain our
scholarship and be productive in that,
and then hopefully that will seep into
the teaching aspect. It is important to
be a top-notch scholar, and to be taught
by top-notch scholars.”
Hirata, who plans on taking a sabbatical leave in the fall of 2009 in order
to focus on writing his third book, said
that despite the importance of time for
research, he will miss the advantages
of being on campus. For him, a balance
must be achieved.
“If you don’t research, you become
deadwood intellectually,” Hirata said.
“After a while, though, you start missing
the interaction with students,” Hirata
said. “Writing a book is a lonely task, and
it takes a lot of self-discipline.”
According to Glaser, one-year research
leaves are now granted to junior faculty members. This change has allowed
many professors to spend time creating
scholarship and establishing a reputation for themselves.
Assistant Professor of Biology Mitch
McVey is one junior faculty member who
plans to take time off from teaching.
McVey hopes to spend the spring
semester of 2009 in a Harvard laboratory, where he will learn about the techniques used to develop a new research
system so that he can study how DNA is
repaired when it is broken.
“Research is notorious for taking lots
of time, and the fact that junior faculty members now have a year to take
research leave when they are untenured
means that research can be much more
ambitious,” McVey said.
McVey used one semester of his
research leave last fall, during which
he did biology research. Viewing his
time away as a reenergizing period,
McVey said that he was able to incorporate the knowledge he acquired
through his research in to his course on

molecular biology.
“In the fall, I was able to take a trip
to Texas and meet with my collaborators there, and we talked about what
is going on in research,” McVey said.
“What I teach in ‘Molecular Biology’
is very much in my field, so I was able
to take what I learned and bring it into
the classroom to show which areas are
undergoing intensive research.”
McVey and Rybak-Akimova both conduct research with the aide of select
undergraduates and graduate students, a practice that many students
engage in to maximize their experience
at Tufts.

“If you don’t research,
you become deadwood
intellectually.”
Professor Hosea Hirata
Chair of the Department of German,
Russian and Asian Languages and
Literatures
“I have a group of graduate postdoctorate and undergraduate students working on research with me,”
Rybak-Akimova said. “Usually, these
are students who are running experiments, but they need help discussing
their results.”
Dean of the School of Arts and
Sciences Robert Sternberg also said
that a faculty member’s research leave
can be beneficial to students involved
in research because they will have
more one-on-one time with faculty
members.
“Students collaborate with faculty in
research, which can become an important part of their education,” Sternberg
said in an e-mail. “Such collaborations are enhanced by faculty’s being
able to have the time to develop their
research programs.”
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FDR

Did people suddenly discover that history

was happening to them…?

It’s a thought revolution of profound importance.

T H U R S D AY, A P R I L 3, 2008
LECTURE
4:30–6:00 P. M .
RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

Pulitzer-Prize-winning historian David Hackett
Fischer is University Professor and Earl
Warren Professor of History at Brandeis
University. He is the author of many important
books on American history, including Albion's
Seed: Four British Folkways in America, The
Great Wave: Price Revolutions and the
Rhythm of History, and Paul Revere's Ride. In
his first book, Historians' Fallacies: Toward a
Logic of Historical Thought (1970), Fischer
boldly critiqued his profession and warned
against assuming that past decision makers
operated with the same perspective and
information that historians now have.The
Pulitzer was awarded for his 2004 book
Washington’s Crossing, a study of
Washington’s leadership in the crossing of
the Delaware and the subsequent battles in
Trenton and Princeton. In this lecture, Fischer
will talk about how our greatest American
presidents invented and reinvented a way of

Richard E. Snyder

leading difficult and cantankerous people,
and made it work.

PRESIDENT ’S LECTURE SERIES
T U F T S U N I V E R S I T Y, C A B O T A U D I T O R I U M , PA C K A R D AV E N U E , M E D F O R D / S O M E R V I L L E C A M P U S
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Gallery Review

Artists explore the
dynamic qualities
of water in exhibit
by
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Album Review

WINSTON Berkman and
CHARLOTTE Bourdillon | tWO foR tEA

I’ll have my kaddo with
the pallow, please

Katherine Zeis

Daily Staff Writer

“Surrounded by Water: Expressions of
Freedom and Isolation in Contemporary
Cuban Art,” now open at the Boston

A

Surrounded by Water:
Expressions of Freedom and
Isolation in Contemporary
Cuban Art

see CUBAN, page 9

amazon.com

Sunday mornings are almost always rainy.

Latest from Counting Crows
shows split between sin and hope
by Jake Stern

Contributing Writer

The Counting Crows have had a story
to tell since they began writing music,
and their newest album, “Saturday
Nights and Sunday Mornings,” is no

Saturday Nights and Sunday
Mornings
Counting Crows
Geffen Records

exception. Lead singer and lyricist Adam
Duritz weaves stories into songs investigating sin and remorse. At its core, the
album is a remorseful yet intriguing
memory of Duritz’s past and a hopeful
feeling about his future.
Due to the Counting Crows’ past track
record for great albums, expectations for
“Saturday Nights and Sunday Mornings”
were very high. Though the album may
disappoint some casual listeners because
there is no one song quite as catchy
or gripping as “Mr. Jones” (1994), the
avid Counting Crows listener will find the
see CROWS, page 9

Theater Review

‘Three Tall Women’ appear prickly but vulnerable
by

Emma Bushnell
Daily Staff Writer

When something terrible happens in our
lives, we must find a way to rationalize it.
Our brains seek out reasons why this has

Three Tall Women
Written by Edward Albee
Directed by Spiro Veloudos
At the Lyric Stage through April 26
Tickets $50 and up
happened and who let it happen. Edward
Albee essentially asks just those questions
in his Pulitzer Prize-winning drama, “Three
Tall Women,” playing at The Lyric Stage
Company though April 26. The catch is that
he isn’t explaining something bad that has
happened; he is explaining someone bad
that happened to be in his life.
Albee has said that he wrote the largely
autobiographical “Three Tall Women” to
get his horrible adoptive mother “out of
his system.” He did not mean to create a
sympathetic character, but rather work out
how someone could become so crotchety,
unpleasant and vain throughout the course
of a lifetime. Albee was raised by conservative
parents whose values were at odds with his
homosexual lifestyle, prompting him to leave
home at the age of 18, much like the son in
“Three Tall Women.”
The actresses of the Lyric Stage Company
defy Albee’s intentions. Albee may not have
meant to create a sympathetic mother character, but his writing, coupled with the acting
of Paula Plum, Anne Scurria and Liz Hayes,
creates one anyway.

visit by a friend’s mother typically doesn’t mean much, but
for us it meant a free trip to

Ali Baba Tandoor.

At the Stone Gallery through
Sunday
Boston University Art Gallery
855 Commonwealth Avenue
617-353-4672
University Art Gallery and curated
by graduate student Natania Remba,
explores the ways in which Cuban artists use water as a metaphor.
The show features works that explore
politics, society and culture through
each artist’s personal relationship with
water. The wall text seems to favor negative interpretations of the country’s
situation, but there are some works that
feature a positive outlook. The show is
organized thematically with the pieces
grouped by social or political issues,
themes that are not always evident in
the works themselves. The show does
provide access to a group of artists not
readily available to American audiences
and brings together very diverse works.
Two of the first pieces in the show are
acrylic paintings by Tomás Sánchez.
Often compared to artists of the
Hudson River School, Sánchez paints
realistic landscapes. The two featured
here, “Orilla” (2001) and “Over Biscane
Bay” (2006), both seem to have a mes-
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The play opens with an intolerable old
woman on her deathbed, ordering her caretaker around and insulting the young lawyer
who has come to take care of some financial matters the old woman has pointedly
ignored for some time. Scurria is very much
in control of both the scene and the character of the old woman, never named in the
show and listed in the program simply as “A.”
Scurria sits in her chair like a queen, saying
whatever she likes whenever she chooses,
yet she always manages to hobble to the
bathroom in slippers, crying because of her
injured arm.
The first act is essential to the play but
becomes slightly uncomfortable at times.
There is a clear disconnect between the old
woman “A,” her caretaker “B” and her lawyer
“C.” It’s hard for the characters to relate to or
understand each other, and this dynamic
can be very frustrating for the audience. At
the same time though, the disconnect helps
to emphasize how destructive “A” really is.
Everywhere she goes, she puts up walls and
casts out positive relationships to further
underscore her isolation.
The second act is when things really start
to get interesting. “A” has entered into a coma,
truly on her deathbed now. “B” and “C” walk
on stage in formal beige dresses, inspecting
the old woman’s sorry situation. As the dialogue progresses, the unusual opening lines
of the act and odd behavior and dress of the
characters become clear. The old woman
and her inexplicable actions are finally about
to be explained.
The disconnect among the actresses is
much less evident in the second act. The
energy picks up considerably and is really
used effectively in a back-and-forth of monologues, questions and answers. Everyone’s
presence on stage is justified, which is impor-

lyricstage.com

“Don’t take my pillow! I need it for … uh…
damn Alzheimer’s!”
tant in what is essentially a three-person play.
Spiro Veloudos’ direction brings the characters closer as the act progresses, coming
together and pulling apart, both physically
and figuratively, breaking the confines of the
set in attempts to prove their points both to
each other and to the audience.
The old woman definitely has a story
to tell. It’s complex, and though Albee
never meant for everyone who hears it to
sympathize with it, there are many times
in the play where the viewers find themselves doing just that. A visit to the little
theater in Copley is highly recommended,
even if it’s only to decide whether or not
to sympathize with the stingy, nasty old
woman’s sad story.

Usually, large groups at a new restaurant try
to order a range of dishes. But this can cause
“food resentment,” which is when you refrain
from ordering something because someone
else is ordering it as well (so for the sake of variety, you get something you don’t really want).
When you see how good their meal is (your
original choice), you wish you’d gone with
your gut and gotten it anyway. At Ali Baba, we
split into two groups that each ordered the
same thing. Was this because these were the
two best choices, or was it to avoid the onset
of food resentment? We’re thinking the latter.
The majority of the meals include portions
of one of two Afghani rices. One, pallow, is
simple boiled rice that is first mixed with cardamon, cinnamon, nutmeg, cumin and oil,
and is then baked. Challow, the second rice, is
seasoned with oil and cumin seed, and is also
baked. The general table consensus was that
the pallow was better.
The vegetarian entrée that spoke to us the
most was aptly, not to mention simply, named
“Special,” and it most certainly lived up to its
name. Along side a heaping mound of pallow
rice came baked pumpkin, pan-fried eggplant, sautéed spinach and okra cooked in
tomatoes. While the eggplant and spinach
were good, they had nothing on the pumpkin
and okra, two veggies we didn’t even realize
had their roots in the Middle East.
The pumpkin was soft, naturally sweet
and... well, orange. It came as a slice about the
size of a deck of cards, and it was definitely the
first thing finished on the plate. Good thing
the table had already split a pumpkin appetizer, otherwise we don’t know if we would
have gotten our fill of gourd for that night.
The okra was something really special. It
was probably the last thing we ever expected
to find on a Persian menu, but we’re certainly
glad it was there.
Half of us had a dish called dwopiaza. After
a preliminary glance across the selection of
lamb offerings, some at the table were already
planning to seize the chance to have wellprepared lamb. True, the description does use
the somewhat off-putting phrase “leg of lamb
chunks” (we can’t even think of a situation in
which “chunks” sound appealing). Alas, with
the table’s powers combined, we put two and
two together; between the “chunks of lamb”
and the massive gas-fire range just behind
our table, it became clear that the lamb would
simply be marinated and grilled, like almost
all the other meat entrées.
A light marinade lends a warmly spiced
aroma to the dwopiaza lamb, which is then
lightly sautéed with yellow split-peas and
tossed with onions lightly marinated in vinegar. Served atop some Afghan bread, with a
generous heap of pallow rice, and a ramekin
of rich garlic and mushrooms, which were if
anything a bit much after the first few tastes,
even in their miniature portion.
Look for Ali Baba Tandoor on the corner of
Mass Ave. and Walden Street just before Porter
Square, diagonally across the street from The
Elephant Walk.
What most distinguishes this place from Ali
Baba is that both owner and manager are siblings of Hamid Karzai. That’s President Hamid
Karzai, of Afghanistan. We wonder if President
Karzai gets food resentment, too.
Winston Berkman is a sophomore majoring in
international relations; Charlotte Bourdillon is
a sophomore who has not yet declared a major.
They can be reached at Winston.Berkman@
tufts.edu and Charlotte.Bourdillon@tufts.edu,
respectively.
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Tufts University Bookstore

Senior Days!

Get ready for Graduation and come by the Bookstore for
Senior days!
April 9th and 10th
x Pick up caps and gowns
x Place your orders for announcements and class rings
x 20% discount on all Tufts merchandise*
x 15% off diploma frames.
x Refreshments will be served.

Congratulations!
*Excludes Tufts chairs. Please bring Tufts ID.

Relaxation Day
This Thursday (rain date: Friday)
Library Patio 11am-1pm

- Professional massages
- Candy
- “Jumbo” stress balls
- Satin sleep masks
- Anti-stress and sleep tips
-

Lots of other FREE giveaways!

Sponsored by Tufts Health & Wellness Service, the Student Health
Advisory Board (SHAB), and the organizers of Tufts Healthy Week

Wednesday, April 2, 2008
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Counting Crows’ album about
falling apart and rebuilding
CROWS

continued from page 7

same great musicianship that was
present on past albums. Duritz is
still the same masterful storyteller
he always has been, using imagery and references to past songs
to create a vivid picture in the
listener’s mind.
“Saturday Nights and Sunday
Mornings” is an album about sin
and remorse. Indeed, as Duritz
himself has said on many occasions, “Saturday night is when
you sin and Sunday is when you
regret.” Fittingly, the album is
divided into two parts (although
they are both on the same disc).
“Saturday Nights,” the rock-androll-oriented section of the album,
contains songs about sex, alcohol
and Duritz’s complete disintegration. “Sunday Mornings,” the
country-inspired half, is a set of
acoustic songs that tackles the
themes of remorse, emptiness
and hope.
“Saturday Nights” opens with a
bang. “1492” is the album’s loudest
song and although it may not be
the strongest track, it sets the tone
for the rest of the album. In the
chorus, Duritz sings about disintegrating and losing himself: “Oh,
where do we disappear/ Into the
silence that surrounds us and then
drowns us in the end.”
“Hanging Tree” is the second
track on “Saturday Nights.” The
dissonance of the verses complements the lyrics of the song,
which discuss Duritz’s lack of connection with those around him
and his inability to make himself
someone people care about. In
this way, the somewhat unrelated guitar and piano parts echo
the lack of connection in Duritz’s
own life. Despite the somewhat
melancholy verses of the song,
“Hanging Tree” has a strong shout
chorus that brings all the band’s
instruments together to give the
song a more concrete identity
and tonal center.

The last four songs on “Saturday
Nights” are much stronger than the
first two. “Los Angeles,” “Sundays,”
“Insignificant” and “Cowboys” are
all songs that fit into the more
conventional style of the Counting
Crows. These songs are the meat
of “Saturday Nights” and will take
the least effort to understand and
appreciate. Although these last
four songs will be easier to get into,
they are not simpler songs. On
the contrary, each of these songs
investigates in greater depth the
“Saturday Nights” themes of sin,
confusion and loss.
“Sunday Mornings” is more
musically
interesting
than
“Saturday Nights” and addresses
some equally intriguing themes.
One of the themes central to
“Sunday Mornings” is hope.
Hope can be seen in songs such
as “Come Around,” “Washington
Square,” “On Almost Any Sunday
Morning” and “On a Tuesday in
Amsterdam Long Ago.”
“Washington Square” is the first
song on “Sunday Mornings”; the
song is not one of the album’s best,
but the words are very well written
and especially significant. The lyrics suggest that getting away is a
constructive and healing process.
Indeed, “Washington Square” is
a well-formed transition from sin
into healing and regret. The song
tells the story of Duritz trying to
reconcile all of his feelings by getting away. The song, however, ends
right where it began, implying that
as much as Duritz might like to
leave it all behind, he has to come
back. The idea that one can never
truly leave one’s past behind or start
over with a clean slate is central to
the song. Indeed, through the lyrics of “Washington Square,” Duritz
suggests that “Sunday Mornings”
is about regret but not redemption; it’s about getting away but not
being able to leave it all behind.
Most importantly, it’s about ending
up back where you started — and
being okay with that.

Water becomes a theme of
isolation as well as beauty
CUBAN

continued from page 7

sage of hope. While nothing
about these paintings is explicit (“Over Biscane Bay” shows
nothing but water and clouds
and “Orilla” depicts a tropical
forest), the way the landscapes
are painted shows water in a
positive light. The forest is idealized, and there is a faint light
emanating from deep within the
trees. Sánchez is celebrating the
fact that his homeland is surrounded by water.
More often, these works deal
with the political implications of
Cuba being an island. “La edad
de oro,” (2000) which translates
to “The Golden Age,” is a video
triptych addressing the familiar
story of Elián González. Three
artists, José Ángel Toirac, Meira
Marrero Díaz and Patricia Clark,
collaborated on this piece that
shows television footage of the
event from Cuban and American
stations, interspersed with a popular Cuban children’s song. The
piece highlights the broad cultural differences and tension that
exists between two countries that
are geographically very close.
“Swimmer” (2004) by Luis Cruz
Azaceta also confronts the issue
of immigration. This large mixedmedia canvas is dominated by
violent swirls of dark colors with a
bright orange streak crossing the
middle of the work. This piece represents the dangerous path taken
by those who attempt to leave the
island for the United States illegally. Though “Swimmer” and “La

edad de oro” both deal directly
with immigration, they are placed
at opposite sides of the gallery,
allowing for viewing variety.
A photo by Manuel Piña, “Sin
titulo” from the series “Aguas
Baldias” (1995), has a more
emotional approach to dealing
with water. The photo is set at
the Malecón, the sea wall that
runs along the Northern border of Havana. Wall text explains
the cultural significance of the
Malecón. A popular place for
recreation for all Cubans, the
wall is also a physical manifestation of their separation from the
rest of the world.
Piña’s photo shows a swimmer
artfully caught jumping from
the wall into the sea. His body
stretches out towards the horizon, but one foot still remains
attached to the wall. The photo
is a poignant image of what
Remba states is the conflicted
attitude of Cubans toward the
sea, and this one piece alone
connotes both feelings of freedom and isolation.
These are only a few of the
works and themes addressed in
“Surrounded by Water.” Remba
has succeeded in displaying a
great variety of pieces, each
with a different message. The
use of water as a metaphor is
present in all the works, and
means something different
to each artist. This is a great
opportunity to gain some exposure to artists that may not be
readily available through more
well-known venues.

2008 Birger Lecture Series

“Educating People to Produce
Economic Growth:
The New View”

presented by:

Caroline M. Hoxby
Scott and Donya Bommer
Professor in Economics
Stanford University

Thursday, April 3, 2008
4:30—6:00 p.m.
Barnum Rm. 008
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EDITORIAL

Tufts should hit the brakes and think carefully
before implementing new parking policy
If you’re going to try to sell a product
on the open market, you ought to figure out exactly who your buyers are. In
the wake of the administration’s recent
decision to ban sophomore parking on
campus, it seems that Tufts officials
may not have done their homework.
They started out on the right track.
Director of Public and Environmental
Safety John King explained that the ban
was the product of the administration’s
“need to find a way to increase parking or reduce demand” in light of the
perennial parking shortage on campus.
That certainly seems reasonable. But
is reducing the number of eligible drivers on campus really going to satisfy
the demands of the student body?
Think about it: If all three classes
— sophomores, juniors and seniors
— exhibited an equal demand for
on-campus parking, the administration’s decision to disqualify one-third
of them in order to shrink the pool of
unhappy drivers would make sense.
The problem is that it’s not really certain that those three factions do have
an equal desire to park on the Hill; in
fact, the custom wherein juniors and

seniors living off-campus offer to illegally purchase upperclassmen parking passes on behalf of their sophomore acquaintances would indicate
that they don’t.
Wouldn’t it make more sense, then,
to tailor the parking eligibility requirements to the needs of the student
body? The sophomore parking ban is
attractive as a solution to the parking
shortage because it is both simple and
economical. However, it would be more
prudent to make such a decision with
the help of student input — a Webbased survey, for instance, would be a
simple and economical way to better
understand which students bring their
cars with them to school each semester
and, of these, which most need to park
those cars in campus lots.
From there, the administration could
adjust their parking policy accordingly:
If it turns out that sophomores exhibit
a much greater demand for on-campus
parking — as may very well be the case
— then the administration could consider offering a student parking pass
that would be available to sophomores,
juniors and seniors for the same fee,

and student drivers could purchase
the pass according to their needs. Of
course, if a survey of the student body
revealed that on-campus parking really
is the object of only upperclassmen’s
desires, then they could carry out their
current plan confident in the knowledge that it will best serve the student
body. The administration may also
want to consider capping the number
of parking passes they distribute each
semester to reduce day-to-day competition for spots.
Either way, it would be nice to know
exactly what the parameters of the
problem are before the administration
forges ahead and implements a solution that may or may not be best suited
to solve it. An arbitrary parking policy
could lead to another year of parking headaches and could require this
same debate to take place again in the
spring of 2009.
Consumers are not expected to invest
in a product without having a good
idea ahead of time whether or not that
product will be able to effectively serve
their needs. Why should drivers on this
campus be treated any differently?

the low turnout as the deeper issue it
reflected within the undergraduate community. How can Tufts University claim
to be educating the “leaders of the future”
if we, the supposed “future leaders,” cannot even muster a turnout of more than
10 percent of the entire student body to
fight for such a worthy cause as the eradication of cancer in our society?
The argument may be made that a few
dedicated attendees is more important
than a hoard of uninterested individuals.
However, I have a feeling that many of
the cancer survivors in attendance Friday
night would find such logic appalling.
Larger turnout surely provides a moral
boost to those who have spent their
life battling cancer. Yet, there is a more
important question that we must ask
ourselves: Why are we, as a community,
so disinterested in such an important
and noble cause?

To be fair, many people surely had
legitimate reasons for not attending the
Relay. Even I myself couldn’t stay the
entire night due to three midterms on
Monday. However, regardless of what
students chose to do with their Friday
night, the lack of interest in the Relay was
unmistakable.
Actions are a profound indicator of
beliefs. I believe the poor turnout of our
community on Friday night severely misrepresented what Tufts University stands
for. I urge all members of the Tufts community to live up to what it truly means
to be a Jumbo. When the Relay for Life
rolls around next year, I look forward to
seeing a larger, enthusiastic and genuinely interested group of individuals supporting this worthy cause.
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letter to the editor
To the Editor:
I never thought I would become disillusioned with Tufts University, but this
very sensation overcame me Friday night
while attending the Relay for Life. When
asked about what I enjoy most about
Tufts, my first response is, of course, the
students.
The turnout at the Relay for Life, however, made me feel embarrassed to be
associated with a student body that displayed such little interest in the event. To
be fair, the event itself was enjoyable and
well organized, and it made up in compassion and inspiration what it lacked in
turnout. Those who did attend were very
happy to be there.
Yet, despite over 600 students registering for the Relay, I would be extremely surprised if more than half actually attended
the event for any extended period of time.
However, I was not so much frustrated by

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

Dan Slate
Class of 2011

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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Dave Adams | Cynicism Personified

Interstate Schadenfreude

B

eing from New York, I have the
right to rip on New Jersey as much
as humanly possible. But what

about non-New York residents?

blackprof.com

Reframing climate change to ensure equity
and human rights
by Julian

Agyeman and Julia Prange

Climate change is no longer a theoretical possibility, but rather a certainty
that is supported by scientific evidence,
a diverse body of research and countless reports produced by highly credible
organizations.
While accepting the scientific realities
of climate change has become nearly universal, there is still uncertainty as to how
this global phenomenon will manifest
itself locally and at what pace changes
will occur. The emerging climate-justice
movement shifts the discursive framework of climate change from a scientifictechnical debate to one about ethics
focused on human rights and justice.
A growing body of literature, including
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), documents that those
least responsible for climate change are
also those likely to be first and most
impacted by its effects. The catastrophic
damage wrought by Hurricane Katrina in
2005 — whether one sees this as evidence
of climate change, or as a harbinger
of climate change impacts — revealed
the deep-seated injustice underlying
the vulnerability and limited response
capacity, or resilience of poor and minority populations. Importantly, it revealed
the differential vulnerability of people
today to present climate variability and
extremes.
It made climate justice not just some
future issue, but one that should concern
us today. Wealthy New Orleans residents
fled in droves in their cars and SUVs,
tapping their extensive social networks,
while the sick, the poor, the elderly and
the undocumented immigrants were left
to fend for themselves. This hurricane
may well shift the climate change and
present-day disaster risk debate in many
ways — not least from the science and
engineering arena into the territory of
ethics, human rights and social justice.
A number of other key themes have
emerged with the development of the
climate-justice movement. First, low
income and minority populations are
faced with a disproportionate burden
of the impacts of climate change on
both health and economic well-being.
While the impacts of climate change will
occur on a global scale, the effects will
not be spread evenly over the world’s

population. Rather, climate change
is likely to have different impacts on
people of different socioeconomic and
racial groups, and particularly between
Northern versus Southern Hemisphere
populations. To this extent, climate
change will exacerbate spatial injustice.
Second, there is a growing body of literature exploring issues of spatial injustice and, in effect, demonstrating that
in the United States, black Americans
are significantly more likely to live and
work in locations where they are exposed
to higher levels of pollution than the
remainder of the general public. The
factors contributing to this disparity are
related to both socioeconomic status
and race. A Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation report from 2004 highlights
data indicating that in 2002, an estimated 71 percent of blacks lived in counties in violation of federal air pollution
standards — as compared to 58 percent
of the white population. In addition,
it reveals that 78 percent of blacks are
located within 30 miles of a coal-fired
power plant, where the environmental
and health impacts of the smokestack
plumes are most acute, as compared to
56 percent of whites.
Third, as we saw in Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita, there are differential coping
and adaptive capacities between middle-class and lower-income and minority populations with regard to cars and
insurance (both of which are more abundant in the middle class). Telling people
to get in their cars and evacuate may only
be effective if everyone has a vehicle and
one is prepared to ignore road capacity issues. Such class differences also
suggest why lower-income populations
have greater attachment to their limited
possessions (homes and other property).
They are predominantly uninsured and
therefore may be more reluctant to leave,
even if they had a vehicle to escape in.
Finally, the climate justice movement
emphasizes the fact that the structure of
policies aimed at addressing the issue of
climate change will come at either great
cost or great benefit to vulnerable populations. For instance, poorly designed
climate policies will most directly harm
poor and minority families. Such policies
include those that suddenly increase the
price of energy but do not raise revenue
and recycle it in a progressive manner, or

those that fail to promote clean energy
technologies.
In contrast, properly designed energy
policies can create large net benefits for
the poor and minorities. When the revenue from carbon “charges” is used to
offset distortionary taxes, such as payroll taxes, dramatic employment benefits can be reaped across the nation.
Several studies find that progressive
climate protection policies can create
up to 1.4 million jobs. Based on historic hiring patterns, this increase in
employment will disproportionately
profit the poor and minorities. It is
therefore imperative that any climate
adaptation and mitigation strategies
take into consideration issues of ethics,
human rights and justice.
It is precisely the unethical and unjust
lack of connection between responsibility and burden that has given rise to the
climate justice movement. It fosters the
observed shift in the framing of climate
change to reflect issues of equity, justice
and accountability.
In planning for climate treaties and
appropriate policy measures, both
domestically and internationally, the climate justice movement focuses on an
evaluation of the disproportionate health
and economic burdens with which many
low-income and minority communities
are faced. In effect, it demands no less
than the re-framing of climate change in
order to ensure that principles of equity
and justice are fully incorporated.
Luckily for our community, two
important voices for this reframing are
on campus this week: Dr. Beverly Wright,
founding director of the Deep South
Center for Environmental Justice, now
at Dillard University in New Orleans;
and Ted Glick, coordinator of the U.S.
Climate Emergency Council and cofounder of the Climate Crisis Coalition.
They will be in Braker 001 tomorrow at
6:00 p.m. and will explore the connection
between climate change, social justice
and diversity. Join in and lend your voice
to this emerging movement.
Julian Agyeman is the associate professor
and chair of the Department of Urban and
Environmental Planning. Julia Prange is
an M.A. candidate in the Department of
Urban and Environmental Planning.

It is my goal to provide every state with its
own New Jersey — a state to make its citizens
feel better about themselves. So I give you my
Jersey List:
But first, let’s start with New York. You get
New Jersey, because it is the original New
Jersey. Staten Island is also yours if you tell
the world that Giuliani got rid of all the
homeless people by secretly killing them.
Connecticut: You get Rhode Island. Sorry,
guys, but size does matter. Massachusetts:
You can have Maine. Stephen King picked a
desolate, isolated place as the setting for all of
his novels for a reason. New Hampshire: Take
Vermont. You have the nation’s first primary
and they don’t. Also, your state motto kicks
ass. Rock on, New Hampshire.
Maryland: You get Delaware. It basically belongs to you anyway. Pennsylvania:
Pennsylvania is fortunate enough to
have absorbed its original Jersey, Western
Pennsylvania. But if you need a replacement
Jersey, I have to give you Ohio. Sorry, Ohio,
Pennsylvania has more electoral votes.
Virginia: West Virginia, clearly. WV broke
off because slavery was a dumb idea. It’s been
downhill ever since. North Carolina: Your
homeslice is South Carolina. They started the
Civil War; it’s hard to lose to that.
Florida: Yours is Georgia. Atlanta doesn’t
count as an entire state. Also, Florida has
Disney World and tons of old people.
Alabama and Mississippi are tied:
Mississippi has a dumb name and the lowest average IQ (85) of all 50 states. Alabama
has the largest NASCAR track. I can’t decide
which is worse.
Kentucky: You get Tennessee. They sound
funny, and you made KFC. Sort of. Illinois:
You get Indiana. This is the closest NY-NJ
reference available. Illinois has Chicago, and
Indiana has...corn and beans. Michigan:
Yours is Wisconsin. You have Detroit; they
have fat people.
Minnesota: You’re Canada’s New Jersey.
And building the largest mall was a stupid
idea.
North Dakota: You get South Dakota.
South Dakota has Mount Rushmore, but
that’s a stupid landmark anyway. Besides,
North Dakota has the highest beer consumption per capita! North Dakota, I salute you!
Nebraska: Oklahoma. You may be boring
as hell, but at least you’re not shaped like a
weird-looking pan. Missouri: Arkansas. They
both kind of suck, but St. Louis had Mark
McGuire. I suppose that’s enough to tip it.
Kansas: You’re not a state. Sorry. Evolution
is real, even though it’s just a theory. Texas:
You get Louisiana. You’re a pretty horrible
state, executing a mentally handicapped person and all, but considering that Louisiana is
now a gigantic puddle, I guess you win.
New Mexico: Totally Arizona. Bill
Richardson > John McCain. Plus, Bill
Richardson is a Tufts alum. Go Jumbos!
Colorado: Utah’s all yours. You have Coors,
Rockies, skiing and South Park. Utah has a
Salt Lake and too many morals. Lame.
Montana: You can have Wyoming. You’re
a horrible state, but at least you have more
than 490,000 people. Also, Wyoming has a
total of one four-year college. And it’s a box.
Who wants to live in a big, boring box?
Idaho: You’re everybody’s New Jersey. Go
sit in a corner. Oregon: Washington. Oregon
has legalized medical marijuana. Washington
has rain. California: Nevada. Movie stars versus old, alcoholic gamblers. Although Nevada
gets honorable mention for the hookers.
And finally, Hawaii: Have Alaska. Hawaii is
the best state ever. Alaska is cold, remote, and
home to both Ted Stevens and Mike Gravel.
Put another way, it’s a breeding ground for
crazy people.
Dave Adams is a freshman majoring in
political science and economics. He can be
reached at David.Adams@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 800 to 1,200 words in length. Editorial cartoons and Op-Eds in the form of cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to
appear in the Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format.
Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Baseball

Jumbos put up 41 runs en route to series win over Bates
After a Saturday setback to Bobcats, Sunday sees Tufts’ best single-game offensive performance since 2003
by

David Heck

Daily Editorial Board

Despite a rough start to the
weekend, the baseball team displayed the strength of both its
BASEBALL
(8-6, 2-1 NESCAC EAST)
Huskins Field, Sunday
Bates
Tufts

3
9

Bates
Tufts

3
26

Huskins Field, Saturday
Bates
Tufts

8
6

lineup and pitching staff in three
games against Bates, winning
two of three over its NESCAC
East rival.
After suffering a tough 8-6 loss
on Saturday, the team bounced
back and dominated the Bobcats
in a Sunday doubleheader. The
Jumbos routed Bates 26-3 in the
first contest before delivering a 9-3
victory in the second. Overall, Tufts
outscored Bates 41-14 this weekend to open its divisional slate 2-1.
While the Jumbos’ 26 runs to
open Sunday were the most Tufts

has scored since beating RandolphMacon 28-5 on March 16, 2003, the
offense appeared a bit sluggish at
the start of the evening contest.
The game remained scoreless
heading into the third inning,
when the Jumbos exploded for six
runs in the third, more than they
would need to eventually win the
game. With men on second and
third, junior co-captain Kevin
Casey singled home the first run
of the game.
After a walk to senior first baseman Steve Ragonese, sophomore
designated hitter Corey Pontes
ripped a two-run double to center.
Junior outfielder Eric Catalanotti
followed that with a two-run double of his own, bringing the score
to 5-0. The Jumbos touched home
for the final time in the inning
when freshman second baseman
David Leresche hit a single to score
Catalanotti.
Bates would make a move in
the fifth, however, the only inning
that Jumbo freshman pitcher Pat
O’Donnell struggled with his control. With one out and the bases
loaded, the Bobcats scored on a
fielder’s choice to first.
O’Donnell followed that at-bat
with a wild pitch, allowing Bates
to score again. A follow-up double would bring home another

James Choca/Tufts Daily

see BASEBALL, page 18

Senior co-captain Adam Telian pitches during the baseball team’s 8-6 loss to Bates Saturday afternoon. The
Jumbos responded Sunday, scoring 26 runs in the top half of a doubleheader before taking the series.

Women’s Crew

Women’s Tennis

Dominant weekend
victories leave Tufts
unbeaten in NESCAC
by Jeremy

Greenhouse

Senior Staff Writer

The nationally ranked No. 12 women’s
tennis team made easy work of Bates and
Colby this weekend, upping the Jumbos’

First two varsity boats
narrowly edge Wellesley in season opener

WOMEN’S TENNIS
(6-3, 3-0 NESCAC)
at Lewiston, Maine, Sunday
courtesy Mark Maykranz

The women’s crew team’s first varsity boat races against Wellesley in its spring opener Sunday morning at Malden River. Tufts went on to
capture both the first and second varsity eights.
weakest part of the race — it’s the hardest swain. It was amazing to see.”
by Sarina Mathai
In another close contest, the third varpart in the 2,000,” Douglass said. “It takes
Senior Staff Writer
real determination and sheer brute force to sity boat just barely lost to Wellesley’s third
After months of arduously training for get through it. You have to have the ability varsity by a time of 7:36.10 to 7:37.60. Once
the spring season, it seems as if all that hard to put your physical capacity to work at a again, the Jumbos rowed to an early lead,
but this time Wellesley completed the finalwork paid off in the women’s crew season’s time you’re the most mentally strained.”
This wake-up call caused Tufts to step up 500 comeback, overtaking the Tufts boat by
first contest back in competitive waters.
Both the first and second varsity boats its intensity, and the rowers went from their a fairly large margin. The Jumbos tried to
consistent pace of 34 strokes per minute mount a comeback of their own but just fell
defeated Wellesley this past weekend.
Nearly every race between the boats to a pace of 38 strokes per minute in the short. Wellesley’s novice eight also defeated
was decided by mere seconds. The Blue’s final 500 meters, which are known as the Tufts 7:48.0 to 7:53.30.
While the Blue provided incredibly stiff
competitive performance was proof that “spring” portion of the course. During that
the program is on the rise after a few stretch, Tufts overtook Wellesley by enough competition, the Jumbos look at this weekend as the perfect way to start off a season.
to finish the race in open water.
slow seasons.
“We really couldn’t have asked for a bet“To finish in open was just awesome to
“Wellesley has a young team,” senior
co-captain Sara Douglass said. “They see,” senior co-captain Caitlin Gallagher ter race,” Douglass said. “We were chaldon’t have a lot of seniors, but they’ve got said. “You just have to have the nerve to lenged in nearly every meter which is a
a group of juniors and sophomores. We keep going. The pain sets in two minutes great way to start a season — we have a
were surprised with exactly how strong into the race and you’ve got five minutes strong start and it also shows what we need
they were. We’ll see them later on in the to go — the team didn’t back down and to work on.”
It also showed the team that they should
season, which is good because now we didn’t quit.”
The race between the second varsity not be greatly concerned about their two
know how they race.”
Wellesley’s strength was proven in the boats was even more thrilling, with Tufts novice coxswains, as both started off their
battle between the two first varsity boats winning by a very slim margin of 7:22.50 first competitive season quite well. Junior
Jocelyn Pinkerton coxed the second varsity
— a gritty, back-and-forth dual. In the to 7:23.60.
The race started off similarly, with Tufts boat while sophomore Ana Chiu coxed the
first varsity eights, Tufts nearly lost its
lead in the middle of their 2,000-meter jumping out to the lead early. Once again third varsity.
“Both of them learned a lot from the
long race but held on to win with a time Wellesley came back, taking a one-seat
lead on the Jumbos boat midway through. experiences — they kind of took the
of 7:15.70 to 7:21.40.
The Jumbos got an early lead on the But the Jumbos rose to the challenge and race into their own hands and shined,”
Blue, but around the third 500-meter clawed their way back to narrowly edge Gallagher said.
“Jocelyn steered a nearly perfect race
section of the race, a problem area for out the Blue.
“The 2V people I talked to said it was the and made sure every stroke was used effithe team in the past, Wellesley started to
closest race they have ever seen,” Gallagher
make a comeback.
“Typically the third 500 [meters are] our said. “In the sprint it was coxswain to coxsee WOMEN’S CREW, page 19

Tufts
Bates

8
1

at Waterville, Maine, Saturday
Tufts
Colby

9
0

winning streak to four. The 8-1 and 9-0 victories put Tufts at 6-3 overall, and 4-2 this
spring, with both losses coming against
upper-division opponents.
The Jumbos made a smooth transition from their Florida play during spring
recess to the indoor courts in Maine, beating Bates soundly on Sunday. The Bobcats
got out to a good start, winning the firstdoubles match 9-8 over senior co-captain
Andrea Cenko and junior Mari Homma.
The Jumbos, however, proceeded to pick
up both of the other doubles matches and
make a clean singles sweep.
“They were definitely feisty and they
had some good players, so we had to not
get ahead of ourselves and play our game,”
sophomore Meghan McCooey said.
Cenko and Homma both rebounded to
take straight-set singles victories 6-1, 7-6
(6) and 6-2, 7-5, respectively. McCooey
said that she prefers to play outdoors;
however, she didn’t seem bothered by the
indoor surface, making work of her opponents at No. 2 singles, 6-0, 6-0, and 8-0 at
No. 2 doubles with her partner sophomore
Erica Miller.
“I was really focused during that
see WOMEN’S TENNIS, page 18
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Tufts University

Presents

Towards a Sanguine Development:
A comparative analysis of creative writings
on HIV/AIDS from Tanzania and USA
By Aldin Mutembei
Senior Lecturer and Researcher, Department of Kiswahili
University of Dar Es Salaam
Scholar in Residence, Princeton University
Aldin Mutembei is the author of Kisiki Kikavu (a Swahili novel on the AIDS crisis,
2006) and Poetry and AIDS in Tanzania: Changing Metaphors and Metonymies in Haya Oral
Traditions, (2001).

Wednesday, April 2, 2008
5:30 p.m.
Laminan Lounge,Olin Center
180Packard Avenue, Medford

This event is sponsored by the A&S Diversity Fund, Africa in the New, the Africana
Center, the Community Health Program, Creative Writing Program, the Department of Drama and
Dance, the Department of German, Russian, and Asian Languages and Literatures, the Fletcher School

Tufts University
Department of Romance Languages
presents
the 2008 Langsam, Barsam, Simches Lecture

“The Pursuit of Science and
The Power of Observation:
Louis and Elizabeth Agassiz’s
Journey in Brazil”
by
Nina Gerassi-Navarro

Associate Professor of Spanish

Monday, April 14, 2008
6:00 p.m.
Olin Center – Room 012
Reception to follow in Laminan Lounge

Doyouwanttolearnmoreaboutresearchbeing
conductedbyTuftsundergraduates?
Ifso,youmustattend…

TuftsUniversity’s10thAnnual
UndergraduateResearchand
ScholarshipSymposium
ThisyearthesymposiumwillbeheldonApril4,2008from
12:30p.m.Ͳ6:30p.m.ontheMedford/SomervilleCampus
ScheduleofEvents:
12:30PMKeynoteSpeaker:ProfessorLaurenceSenelick,Drama
Braker001

1:30PMOralPresentationSessionI
Braker113,220,222

3:00PMPosterSession
TischLibrary

4:30PMOralPresentationSessionII
Braker113,220,222

6:30PMClosingDinner
Dowling745
Formoreinformation,pleasevisitthesymposium’swebsiteat
http://ase.tufts.edu/symposium.asp
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At least one of the Big Four will miss October
by

Evans Clinchy | Dirty Water

Peter Bendix

Senior Staff Writer

The Boston Red Sox, the New York
Yankees, the Cleveland Indians and the
Detroit Tigers: at least one of these teams
will not make the playoffs. So who is going
to be left out?
First, we must make a crucial assumption:
namely, no other team will compete for the
wildcard. This is probably going to be true —
besides the Angels, no AL team seems to be
as good as the Big Four, although the Seattle
Mariners, Tampa Bay Rays and Toronto
Blue Jays could all make the races interesting if a few things go their way.
If we subscribe to this assumption, then
we will see that, essentially, three playoff
spots are available for these four teams: Two
will go to respective division winners, and
one of the second-place teams will win the
wild card.
But who will it be?
The Red Sox and Indians, the best two
teams in baseball last year, remained essentially the same, making virtually no offseason moves. Given the youth on their rosters
and the quality of their farm systems, both
of these teams should once again be very
strong.
Consider that although each team won
96 games last year, both can boast several
areas of likely improvement. For the Red
Sox, Daisuke Matsuzaka is likely to improve,
Julian Tavarez is unlikely to pitch 134 innings
again and Jacoby Ellsbury should be better than Coco Crisp was last year. For the
Indians, Grady Sizemore and Travis Hafner
are both likely to improve, the team cannot
possibly get less production from their second basemen than they did last year and the
bullpen should be deeper and better than it
was in 2007.
Certainly, both teams will regress in some
areas. Sox second baseman Dustin Pedroia
and Indian southpaw Fausto Carmona are
unlikely to repeat last year’s stellar respective performances, for example. But both
teams have enough star-power and depth to
weather any problems they might face.
The Tigers made several significant offseason moves, acquiring Miguel Cabrera, Edgar
Renteria and what remains of Dontrelle
Willis without giving up anyone important
off of their major league roster. Their offense

I

should preface this column by saying
that I am a complete nerd, and I have
no delusions of being anything but. I

MCT

Detroit’s Dontrelle Willis pitches in a spring training game against the Pittsburgh Pirates on
March 26. The Tigers acquired Willis and third baseman Miguel Cabrera over the offseason
to prepare them for what promises to be a cutthroat American League playoff race.
is tremendous, although Magglio Ordonez,
Placido Polanco and Renteria are all due for
some regression.
Detroit’s pitching staff, however, remains
very questionable: Justin Verlander is a legitimate top-of-the-rotation pitcher, but the
other four starters are either very inconsistent (Jeremy Bonderman), consistently
mediocre (Kenny Rogers, Nate Robertson)
or consistently bad (Willis).
Detroit’s bullpen is in even worse shape.
Todd Jones looks like he might be done, Joel
Zumaya is hurt and may never be the same
when he returns, and the only other decent
reliever in the pen — Fernando Rodney — is
also on the shelf at the moment.
If the Tigers are going to make the playoffs,
they will need an exceptional performance
from their offense or a better-than-expected
performance from several pitchers. Or both.
The Yankees are a very interesting team
because they are the least predictable of
the Big Four. That said, the offense will be
solid as usual, though Alex Rodriguez and
Jorge Posada will regress from their incredibly good seasons last year.
Meanwhile, Derek Jeter, Bobby Abreu and
Hideki Matsui are unlikely to improve and,
given their age, more likely to begin or continue declining. Robinson Cano and Melky
Cabrera could improve but not enough to
offset the regression from the rest of the
offense.
While the bats will remain true to

form, they won’t be enough to overcome
mediocre pitching. The Yanks, therefore,
will need the kids to step up in a big way.
Between Ian Kennedy, Phil Hughes and Joba
Chamberlain, there is tremendous potential;
New York could be the best team in baseball.
But given how relatively unproven this triumvirate is — and given the Yankees’ weak
bullpen and lack of rotation depth — the
Yankees could also easily be on the outside
looking in come October.
The key, however, to the playoff equation may not lie within any of the individual teams. Rather, the most important
aspect might be the divisions. Because of
the unbalanced schedule, teams play division rivals 19 times throughout the year.
While the Yankees and Red Sox will compete
in 19 games against the hapless Baltimore
Orioles, arguably baseball’s worst team, they
will also have to battle with the Rays and
Blue Jays, two of the top 10 teams in baseball,
38 times each. Meanwhile, the Indians and
Tigers get a total of 57 games apiece against
three teams — the Kansas City Royals, the
Chicago White Sox and Minnesota Twins —
who are all unlikely to finish over .500.
The difference in scheduling could work
in favor of the Indians and Tigers regardless
of whether they are actually better than their
AL East counterparts, simply because the
Central clubs will have many more winnable
games on their schedule than the Red Sox
and Yankees.

Inside the NL

Nine teams stand as legitimate contenders in NL race
by

David Spitzer

Contributing Writer

It’s only April, but it’s already clear: Come
October, as many as nine teams will be
realistically vying for postseason berths in
the National League.
When the 2007 regular season ended,
an incredible seven NL teams found themselves in the postseason or within two
games of their division’s lead. Additionally,
a few teams that found themselves on
the outside looking in, namely the Atlanta
Braves and the Los Angeles Dodgers,
made enough significant improvements
over the offseason to merit being mentioned amongst the league’s elite.
The Braves, perennial contenders in the
National League pennant race, will enjoy a
full season of first baseman Mark Teixeira.
With the ageless Chipper Jones at third,
the young and improving Yuniel Escobar
at shortstop and the RBI machine known
as Jeff Francoeur in the outfield, the Braves
now possess a combination of power and
speed in their lineup that can compete
with the best in the league.
The Dodgers are coming off of a mildly
disappointing 2007 campaign with a new
attitude, thanks to the hiring of manager Joe Torre. The former Yankee has an
embarrassment of riches in his pitching rotation, with perennial Cy Young
candidate Brad Penny headlining a rotation of Derek Lowe, Chad Billingsley and
Japanese import Hiroki Kuroda. A healthy
return from Jason Schmidt sometime over
the next few months will put a potential ace in each of the five spots in the
Dodgers’ starting rotation.
The seven serious contenders from last
year must all be given their proper due
as well. The NL East seems destined for a
repeat of last year, when the Philadelphia
Phillies and New York Mets took the race
for the division title down to the final game
of the regular season.

Sabermetrics and
basketball

Coming off a monumental collapse in
the last three weeks of the 2007 season,
New York acquired stud pitcher Johan
Santana during the offseason, a move
that just may be enough to put the Mets
over the top.
But to represent the Senior Circuit in the
Fall Classic, New York will need a handful of solid performances and no surprises. Pedro Martinez must remain healthy,
Oliver Perez must match the consistency
he exhibited on the mound in 2007 and
Jose Reyes and David Wright must post
MVP-caliber seasons.
The Phillies also face questions, but the
core of the team that earned the organization’s first playoff berth in over a decade
last season is back. Three legitimate MVP
candidates — Jimmy Rollins, Ryan Howard
and Chase Utley — anchor a lineup that
should lead the league in runs scored for a
second year in a row.
Additionally, the acquisition of Brad
Lidge should create more flexibility for the
Phillies’ pitching staff, providing a proven,
lights-out closer to balance Brett Myers on
the front end of the rotation.
The NL Central appears to be a twoteam race yet again, with the Chicago
Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers expected to
trade punches through September. Both
teams seem to have immense but inconsistent talent on offense, solid front-end
pitching and deep bullpens.
It’s easy to fawn over the power of Prince
Fielder and Ryan Braun, but the true
strength for the Brew Crew lies in their bullpen. Trusted setup men David Riske and
Derrick Turnbow will likely bridge the gap
from Ben Sheets, Jeff Suppan and Carlos
Villanueva to Eric Gagne, who will be eager
to prove that his two months in Boston
were an aberration.
The cursed but lovable North Siders,
meanwhile, return the effervescent Carlos
Zambrano as their staff ace. Derrek Lee,
Alfonso Soriano, Aramis Ramirez and

newcomer Kosuke Fukudome round out
a potent and balanced lineup that in the
end, should keep the NL Central balance of
power in Chicago’s favor for another year.
The NL West is the league’s most
dynamic and improved division. In 2005,
the San Diego Padres won the divisional
title with an 82-80 record. Last year, three
teams in the division exceeded that win
tally by seven.
Excellent starting pitching characterizes both the Padres and the Arizona
Diamondbacks. The Diamondbacks
brought in the All-Star pitcher Dan Haren
as a counterweight to their incumbent ace
Brandon Webb. This transaction ought to
instantly vault Arizona into the NL’s pitching pantheon, a spot that was occupied
solely by San Diego last year.
Not that the Padres are going anywhere. Reigning Cy Young award winner
Jake Peavy, ERA champion Chris Young,
347-game winner Greg Maddux and a
stingy bullpen anchored by Heath Bell
and all-time saves leader Trevor Hoffman
all herald another competitive regular
season for the Padres.
Lastly, the “lightning in a bottle” of Major
League Baseball: the Colorado Rockies.
While most baseball fans are still slackjawed from the 21 of 22 wins that the
Rockies reeled off before the World Series
last year, the young team looks primed for
another decent season.
Its lineup, arguably the most balanced in
baseball, is centered around MVP hopeful
Matt Holliday, budding star Troy Tulowitzki
and unofficial captain Todd Helton. Even if
Colorado did not play 81 games at hitterfriendly Coors Field, this lineup could still
merit the moniker “Murderers’ Row.”
Following the scintillating culmination
of the 2007 regular season, one can only
expect a repeat for the upcoming year.
Unlike the American League, more than
half of the members of the Senior Circuit
are ready succeed in 2008.

resigned myself to this fate a long, long time
ago; I’m well past the point of no return.

I think I’ve finally figured out why it took
me so long to fully embrace my identity as a
basketball junkie.
For a long time, my obsession with baseball was rooted in my love for its statistics.
It began when I was seven, when I would
spend hours looking through old baseball
cards, memorizing batting averages and
ERAs for no practical purpose whatsoever;
it fully came to fruition when I was 18, and
I learned to embrace such beautiful terms
as EqA, WARP, FIP, BABIP and of course, the
almighty “VORP.”
Baseball was an exact science. Basketball
was a mess — you could watch the game
every night and still not be able to make
logical sense out of it.
My opinion has changed dramatically
over the past few months. With the growing popularity of the “plus/minus” stat
— a simple yet elegant metric, borrowed
from hockey as a means of calculating
the scoring margin amassed with a given
player on the floor — in basketball, hoops
statistics are more prevalent than ever.
And naturally, being me, I’ve become an
obsessive stathead.
So as a treatise on my newfound devotion
to the statistical analysis of basketball, here
are a few conclusions I’ve made about the
NBA this season, strictly by the numbers.
LeBron is better than Kobe. Period.
This year brings the most contested MVP
race I can ever remember, and seemingly
every journalist, blogger and commentator (with the notable exception of Tommy
Heinsohn, whose top three candidates are
Paul Pierce, Kevin Garnett and Ray Allen)
seems to have narrowed the ballot down
to King James and the Kobe Bean. Why not
narrow it down to one?
The obvious part is the simple counting stats — LeBron leads Kobe by about
two points, two rebounds and two assists
per game. LeBron’s plus/minus shows him
yielding the Cavaliers 15.8 points per game;
Kobe checks in at a not-even-close 8.4. His
offense accounts for 6.5 of those points,
a number that puts him on par with such
future Hall of Famers as Mike Dunleavy and
DeShawn Stevenson.
The problem isn’t that Kobe is particularly bad, but he’s no MVP. He forces a
few too many jumpers rather than looking for the extra pass, and the Lakers’ field
goal percentage on assisted shots is significantly higher with Kobe off the floor (64
percent) than with him on (59). The guy’s
surrounded with more talent than he’s ever
had since the Shaq golden age, and he’s not
adjusting accordingly.
For what it’s worth, Kobe’s better defensively. But not better enough.
Steve Nash is (still!) the league’s best
point guard. All right, I love Chris Paul.
Nothing glues me to a TV set better than
a Hornets game. The alley-oops never get
old, and the kid hustles after a loose ball
like none other.
But keep in mind two things. First, CP3
is tremendously overrated defensively; he’s
just too small to effectively contest shots.
With Paul on the floor, the Hornets allow
52 percent shooting and 107 points per 100
possessions; without him, it’s 48 percent
and 102 per 100.
Second, all that garbage about how “Nash
makes his teammates so much better” is
actually true. The Suns shoot 58 percent
from the floor with Nash — that number
is downright nasty. Without him, they’re at
see CLINCHY, page 19
Evans Clinchy is a junior majoring in
English. He can be reached at Evans.
Clinchy@tufts.edu.
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Celebrating Freedom

Passover 2008
at Chabad House
Join us for the Seders in a warm and
intimate family environment. No prior
experience or background necessary.
Chabad will provide kosher dinners
throughout the week of Passover — visit
www.JewishJumbo.com/dining for more info.

First Seder: Saturday Evening, April 19th
Second Seder: Sunday Evening, April 20th
Introduction: 7:45 
Seder: 8:15 
At Chabad House - 21 Chetwynd Road

For more info and to RSVP, visit

www.JewishJumbo.com/seder
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Offense pours it on in Sunday
doubleheader with Bobcats
BASEBALL

continued from page 15

run and make the game more
seemingly more competitive at
6-3. That, however, would be Bates’
final run.
“Early on, my control wasn’t
great,” O’Donnell said. “I’d throw
three strikes, then throw three
balls. Later on, I settled down and
got into a groove. It was pretty
much good from there.”
O’Donnell pitched eight strong
innings, allowing three runs on five
hits while striking out four and
bringing his ERA down to 1.40, the
lowest in the Jumbo rotation. He
earned the complete game and his
second win in a Tufts uniform.
“That’s what’s most important:
helping the team out,” O’Donnell
said. “When Coach gives you an
opportunity, you have to take
advantage. I just try to go out and
do the best I can.”
The Tufts bats struck again in
the top of the sixth when sophomore catcher Alex Perry led off the
inning with a long double to left
center. After tagging to third on
junior outfielder Dave Katzman’s
flyout, Perry was brought home
by an RBI single from freshman
outfielder Ian Goldberg.
After Casey singled and
Ragonese walked to load the bases,
Pontes notched his third RBI of
the day on a single to second base.
Freshman outfielder Chase Rose
drew a walk after Pontes to force in
another run, bringing the score to
9-3, which would be the final.
“We played like we were supposed to,” coach John Casey
said. “We didn’t play that well on
Saturday. We got two good pitching performances from [senior
Jason] Protano and O’Donnell,
which was a big part of it. We made
some plays. It was important to
get on them early. Goldberg, after
going something like 0-for-6 on
Saturday, led off the first game with
a hit and set the tone.”
That hit did indeed set the tone
for the first game, as Tufts followed Goldberg’s with three more
hits and four runs in the inning.
By the end of the third, the score

was 8-1 Tufts.
“It feels great [being able to
contribute],” Goldberg said. “I
came in here just hoping to help.
Batting leadoff is a bonus, and
hopefully I can continue to perform and produce.”
In the fourth, the Jumbos’
offense went off, racking up nine
hits and eight runs. Both Perry
and Pontes posted two RBI singles
in the inning.
With the score 17-3 heading into the seventh, the Jumbos
offense poured it on again in the
final frame. This time, however,
it was largely due to the control
problems of Bates pitcher Noah
Burke. Burke hit the first two batters on the inning, then walked
sophomore infielder Caleb Sims to
load the bases.
Katzman singled home a run,
while junior third baseman Ari
David reached on an error two
batters later. After two more walks,
Burke was replaced by Ryan
Horvath, who did not fare much
better. He walked the first batter
he faced, Goldberg, to bring in
another run — and then gave up a
grand slam to Ragonese, his fourth
home run of the season. Tufts plated nine runs in the inning to finish
off the 26-3 final.
“It felt pretty great,” Goldberg
said. “We played like crap [on
Saturday] so today was good. Any
time you score 26 runs is good.”
Ragonese was 5 for 5 in the
first game with seven RBI. His
batting average for the season sits
at an eye-popping .508. Protano
pitched six innings, allowing two
earned runs on seven hits while
striking out six.
After the postponement of
their game yesterday at Mass
Maritime, the Jumbos look ahead
to their next home contest against
Albertus Magnus on Friday. They
also take the field the following day
for a road doubleheader against
Williams, their only NESCAC West
competition of the regular season.
“Williams beat us last year in
the championship game, so we
know what they can do,” John
Casey said.

Big match against Bowdoin
will be Jumbos’ next challenge
WOMEN’S TENNIS

continued from page 15

match,” McCooey said. “Even
when I got ahead, I didn’t think
about anything but the point at
hand...I think I was returning
well in my match, trying to be
more aggressive.”
“McCooey played really well,”
freshman Julia Browne said. “She
won both her singles and doubles, and at the Bates match, she
got the job done really fast.”
Browne also impressed in her
return to match-play. She had been
out sick the beginning of the spring
season, but stepped in at first-singles over the weekend for the first
time in her collegiate career.
“I’m really glad she’s back,”
Cenko said. “She’s an awesome
addition to the team and a big
morale boost.”
Browne dropped the first set
6-4 to Bates senior Cecilia Grissa,
who was also returning from an
injury. The Tufts freshman then
rallied back to win the second set
6-3 and finish strongly by winning
the final set 6-0. Against Colby,
Browne had no need for a comeback, as she didn’t drop a game at
first-singles or third-doubles with
freshman Edwina Stewart.
“We were really focused, and
never lost sight of taking control of every point,” Browne said.
“Then I carried that momentum
into singles, and when I got ahead
I didn’t allow myself to get distracted by the courts or people or

anything going on around me.”
Saturday’s match against Colby
was never in doubt, as only one
Jumbo lost a set the entire day.
Homma dropped her opening
set 4-6, but won the second 6-4
before sealing the victory with
a 10-2 super-tiebreak, making
Tufts 9-0 on the day.
“Homma played really well,”
Browne said. “She had two tough
singles matches that she pulled
out. Even if she wasn’t playing her
best, she found a way to win.”
On Saturday, the squad travels
to Brandeis for an out-of-conference matchup. The complete
focus of the team, however, is
now on the team’s first home
match of the spring season on
Friday. The Jumbos will face No.
22 ranked Bowdoin, who holds
an equal 4-2 record. At this time
last year, Tufts was in a similar position. Coming off a fivematch winning streak, Tufts was
upended 7-2 by the Polar Bears.
“I think [Bowdoin’s] team is a
little bit weaker this year, but in
the NESCAC anybody can beat
anybody,” Cenko said. “We’ve
been playing for the last three
years and you get familiar with
all the teams. I feel we have a
good chance to beat them.”
“I know that they both had
strong teams in the past,”
McCooey added. “Bowdoin beat
us last year, but they’re definitely
beatable. We’re just going to have
to practice hard.”
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Housing
8 Bedroom
Eight bedrooms. Two kitchens. Two
bathrooms. Right next to school.
Great price of $4000 or $500 per
bedroom. Good Shape. Call 617448-6233
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Apartment
Amazing Location - 2 Blocks to
Tufts, Newly Renovated, Stunningly
Beautiful. Huge Sunny Rooms, 2
New Bathrooms, New Hardwood
Floors, New Designer Windows.
New: Heating, Electric, Kitchen.
Parking negotiable. Available
09/01/08. $1,800. No fees. Please
call (781) 396-4675.

STOP THROWING YOUR MONEY
AWAY!
Why rent when you can own.
Fantastic 2 bed condo gut renovated. Brand New Everything with off
street parking. ONLY $269,000. 20
Hicks Ave Med. call Alissa 617 733
6064 alissasiracusa@remax.net
Two Apartments for Rent
One 5 Bedroom Apartment, One
4 Bedroom Apartment. Walking
distance from Tufts University. 62
Powderhouse Blvd. Somervile,
MA. Call Charlie @ 781-646-7434 if
interested.

Housing

Housing

Somerville Apartment
5 Room 3 Bedroom Apartment.
Beautiful condition, new kitchen,
hardwood floors, natural woodwork,
ceramic tile bath, front and rear
porches on first floor, free washer
and dryer. Available 6/1/08. Call Andy
(781) 395-3886 $1850 No Utilities.

4 Bedroom
Two four bedroom Apartments very
close to school. $2200 for each.
Washing machine + dryer in basement. Safe and in good condition.
Call 617-448-6233

4 Bedroom Apartment
7 Rooms 4 Bedroom New Eat
in Kitchen, CT Bath, Hardwood
Firs Front and Rear Porches, Free
Washer and Dryer, Off Street
Parking, Storage in Cellar. $2550.
9/1/08 781.395.3886
3 Bedroom Apartment
From $1785/Month, Call (781) 8630440. Modern 3 Bedroom apartments next to Tufts; New Washer &
Dryer; Newly refinished hardwood
floors; New Windows throughout;
Modern Kitchens and baths; garages
available, front & rear porches, no
fees.
4 Bedroom Apartment
4 Bedroom Apartment for Rent,
171 College Ave, June 08-May09,
Completely Renovated Bathroom.
Entire apartment repainted. Call Bob
508 887 1010

By the numbers, Kevin Durant
has no shot at ROY honors
CLINCHY

continued from page 17

about 49 — Nash’s 9 percent gap
is way bigger than that of Paul (5
percent), Deron Williams (also 5),
Baron Davis (4), Chauncey Billups
(3) or Rajon Rondo (2). (Fun fact:
Derek Fisher’s is negative. Suck it,
Lakers.)
Kevin Garnett’s defense has
transformed the Celtics. While
LeBron, Kobe and occasionally
CP3 dominate the MVP debate, KG
continues to linger in the race. He’s
the darkhorse candidate that won’t
go away — he’s Mike Huckabee
without the cultural ignorance,
goofy grin and general insanity.
And I know what you’re all thinking: “What is all this fuss about
defense? The MVP is about putting
up the numbers.”
But in his own sublime way, KG
has put up numbers, and that’s
why he at least belongs in the
conversation. The Celtics allow
just 98.5 points per 100 possessions with Garnett on the floor;
the average NBA team is around
107. KG’s defense nets the Celtics
4.3 points a night, and it should
go without saying that the Celtics’
opponents’ field goal percentage, rebounds and blocks all
go up with him the floor. This
stuff is quantifiable, and it’s true:
Garnett’s defense is a big deal.
There is no one in the NBA
more underrated than Antawn
Jamison. The Wizards don’t get
nearly enough respect for the
season they’ve had, establishing themselves as the fifth-best
team in the East despite missing
a legitimate superstar in Gilbert
Arenas. Jamison has stepped up to
become the team’s leading scorer
and rebounder, but that’s not all.
Jamison’s plus/minus — you
won’t believe this — is the highest in the NBA, beating out Nash,
LeBron and Dirk Nowitzki. Part
of this is of course due to the

Wizards’ lack of bench depth; if
I were backed up by a combination of Andray Blatche and Darius
Songaila, my stats would look good
too. But Jamison’s tremendous
ability on the offensive glass — the
Wizards get 32 percent of offensive
boards with him on the floor and
26 without him — should never
go overlooked. Jamison isn’t the
world’s best pure scorer, but he
does so many little things so well.
Take heed.
Kevin Durant is just not that
good. Sorry. If KD ends up winning
Rookie of the Year, he may well be
the award’s worst recipient ever.
Depending on which NBA stats
guru you trust most, he’s somewhere between the eighth- and
11th-best player on his own team
(plus/minus: -9.1 — yes, seriously,
that’s a negative sign), and this is a
Sonics club that’s on life support to
begin with.
Part of the blame belongs with
P.J. “How Do I Still Manage to
Find Employment?” Carlesimo,
whose decision to use the
6-foot-9 Durant on the wing has
made him absolutely dreadful
defensively. He just doesn’t know
how to guard guys like Tracy
McGrady and Manu Ginobili. He
doesn’t have that kind of quickness, and he just gets juked and
side-stepped to death.
But he also takes too many bad
shots on the offensive end, where
the Sonics (the Sonics!) shoot two
percentage points better without
him. He also averages 2.2 assists
and 3.0 turnovers, numbers which
are really only excusable for a true
big man like Dwight Howard or
Amare Stoudemire.
Want a real ROY candidate?
Al Horford and Luis Scola are
solid candidates, but with a plus/
minus of 7.4, Jamario Moon
stands alone.
Don’t believe me? You can look
it up. All of it.

New coxswains post strong
results in their Jumbo debuts
WOMEN’S CREW

continued from page 15

ciently,” Douglass added. “Ana has
rowed before so she knows what a
rower likes to hear and what motivates them, so she did great as
well.”
Another performance of note
was that of freshman Kaylee
Maykranz who stood out in the
first varsity boat.
“We have a really strong freshman sitting at stroke,” Douglass

said. “She sets a great rhythm and
it felt good.”
This weekend will pit Tufts
against age-old rival UVM as well
as Mount Holyoke and Tulane. It
will be a test of endurance considering that each boat will have to
compete in more than one 2,000meter race in the course of a day.
“It’s a pretty physically exhausting weekend but it will be a good
experience and will make us stronger in the long run,” Douglass said.

Apartment for Rent
Medford: (3 blocks from campus on
Boston Ave) 1 bedroom available
June 1st in 3 bedroom apartment.
Rent is $583/month, utilities not
included. Please contact Josh at
jberg888@aol.com
Danny Kourafalos_
3 Bedroom apartment for rent starting June 1. Very close to school.
Washer, dryer, dishwasher. For information call Danny (781) 396-0303.
3 Bedroom Apartment
Huge funky 3 bedroom, 7 room apartment in Victorian house. Dishwasher,
Storage, W/D in basement. Decks,
great light, hardwood floors. Nice
kitchens. Studio. Call Rick for further
details. $2100/mo. 781-956-5868. Or
Email: Gosox08@mac.com

Housing
Large 3 Bedroom Apartment
Large sunny apartment Boston Ave.
6 big rooms, 2 porches, hardwood
floors, eat-in kitchen, living room,
and dinning room. Great storage. Off street parking for 3 cars.
W/D in basement. $1750/mo plus
utilities. Call 781-956-5868 or Email:
Gosox08@mac.com

Services
Storage
McCarthy Self Storage. 22 Harvard
Street Medford, MA 02155. 781 396
7724. Business hours Mon thru Fri
8am to 5pm, Sat 9am to 245pm, Sun
10am to 245pm. Space available to
students. Close to Tufts Univ. 5*5*3
$30, 5*5*8 $48, 5*8*8 $62, 5*10*8
$67, 5*12*8 $77. Please call for more
information.

Wanted
BABYSITTING JOB
Local Tufts alum (close to Tufts)
seeking responsible, patient, loving,
energetic, non-smoking part-time
babysitter. Hours and scheduling
flexible. Salary commensurate with
experience. Please call Faith at (781)
258-9027 for details.
Got sperm??
$$ Got Sperm $$ --Cambridge.
Up to $1100 /month. Healthy MEN,
wanted for California Cryobank sperm
donor program.
APPLY ONLINE: www.spermbank.
com

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

r e g i s t e r n ow
2008

What do you need to know?
COMMENCEMENT 2008
http://commencement.tufts.edu

Housing
3 Bedroom Stunning Apartment
This Beautiful Apartment has been
completely refinished. 14 foot
Cathedral ceilings, glass blocks in
walls, huge windows, French door,
awesome angles; like something in
“Home & Garden Magazine.” Great
Location 1.5 blocks to Main Campus.
Parking option available. Rental
available 09/01/08. $1,900. No
fees. Please call (781) 526-8471

FA L L

Event
Noontime Concerts
Thursday, 4-3-08, 12:30-1:00 pm,
Goddard Chapel. Works for the
trumpet will be performed by
Christopher Scanlon.
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FOR TUFTS AND MUSEUM SCHOOL

studio art courses

f ilmma k ing , p ain t ing , p r in t ma k ing ,
je w elr y ma k in g , c e r ami c s, v id e o,
p ho t og r a p h y, s c ulp t u r e, a n d mor e !
Visit www.smfa.edu/tuftscourses for a complete schedule and description of
courses. Courses are held at Tufts (Lane Hall) and the Museum School Campus.

w w w. s m f a . e d u / t u f t s c o u r s e s
Continuing Education Office | School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston | 230 The Fenway | Boston, MA 02115
617-369-3644 | coned@smfa.edu | www.smfa.edu/tuftscourses
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Tufts University Entertainment Board Presents….

STARRING GREG GIRALDO!!!

Where: Cohen Auditorium
When: Thursday April 3, 2008
Tickets are $10.00 at the Cohen Box Office!
Questions? Email Peter.Davidson@tufts.edu or Nissa.Bagelman@tufts.edu
Brought to you by the Tufts University Entertainment Board

