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Amish Protest

An Amish tobacco farmer from near Lancaster,
Pa, smokes a cigar while wearing a “protest the
Cigar tax” sticker on the front steps of the Stale
Capitol in Harrisburg. 'The Amish man was one of
the neariy 300 tobacco farmers from Lancaster
County appearing at the State Lapitol protesting a
35 per cent increase in taxes on tobacco producls
other than cigarettes heing propoesed by the State
Legislature, —
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/5,000 Cigar Makers
Stage Tax Protest

HARRISBURG {APY — Some
00 cigar employes. on & paid
haliday of sorts, staged a mae-
sive two-lhour demonsteation at
the state Capitol Thursday 1o
protest a praposed 3% per ceni
‘iobaceo tax, now pending before
the House of Representatlves.

“Your voices have heen heard
lood and clear,” Kebert Kealing
& Scranton cigar executive and
organizer of 1he movement, de-
clared as the demonstrators

o

crowded shoulder to-shoulder
intg 1he Capitol rotunda.

The v1gar workers, 73 per cenl
of them women, were brouglt
to Harrishurg to protest an $8.5
million increase in the existing
5 per-cent excise iax on “"‘ﬁﬁ“
products other than clgareties.

“We wunt Shafer, We want:
Shafer,” ihe placard-bearing
protesters chanted as they were
assured by iheir area law-
mukers that legislative opposi:
lion 1o the bl was stiffening,

Gov, Shafer met with three of|
their  vepresentatives:  Mis.
Ward Vail and Mrs. Sallie 8mith
hoth of West Pittston; and Mrs.
Mary Krupsha of Exeter, all in
Luzerne County, -which has a
heavy conceniration of cigar
plants,.

“Thi= is what government is
all about’ " Shater 1old the

women. An aide zajd Shafer as-
sured them he had no desire tu
harm the cigar indusiry, or any
industry, bat added 1hat citlzensi
must mcoept & reasonable {aw
burden if slate government were
to mest its mapdated obliga-
lions.

Veteran Capilo! guides said
the assembly was lhe seoond
largest in their memory, super-
seded only by a.protest of hitu-
mirpus miners against 2 strip
mineg bill four years ago. .

Keating said 100 buses brought |
the workers here primarily from!
Philadelphia and Luzerme Coun-'
ties, although Iackuwusnna and
Clearfield also were represenied.

“We shut down the faclories,”
he said, :




