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The Jonathan M. Tisch College of
Citizenship and Public Service has temporarily suspended its search for a new dean,
members of the search committee have
confirmed.
The search, which began following
Dean Robert Hollister’s announcement in
September that he would retire at the end
of the current academic year, has been
postponed due to impending changes in
university leadership.
Provost and Senior Vice President
Jamshed Bharucha, in an e-mail statement released to the Daily yesterday by
Director of Public Relations Kim Thurler,
said that he will soon appoint an interim
dean to serve in the position until the
search committee appoints Hollister’s permanent successor.
The committee made public their
decision to adjourn on Tisch College’s
website.
“We have suspended the search
for a new Dean of the Tisch College
of Citizenship and Public Service,”
the committee statement reads. “An
announcement regarding the appointment of an interim dean will be made
in the coming weeks.”
In his statement, Bharucha said that
he plans to name an interim head of
the College, presumably before his time
at Tufts ends. Bharucha will leave Tufts
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Tisch College suspends search for new dean
at the end of the semester to assume
the presidency at the Cooper Union for
the Advancement of Science and Art in
New York; his own successor has not
yet been named.
“Dean Hollister has served with distinction as the inaugural dean of Tisch
College,” Bharucha said in the statement. “We are committed to ensuring a
smooth transition to his successor.”
Bharucha’s impending departure
was a contributed to the decision to
suspend the search, members of the
committee confirmed.
Senior Caitlin Payne, the only student
on the search committee, said yesterday
that in light of the coming departures of
both Bharucha and University President
Lawrence Bacow, it made more sense to
wait until their successors take over to
resume the dean search.
Payne suggested that the search committee may not resume its work until the
new provost is in office. The search committee felt that it “would be best to have
the new leadership have their input in the
selection of the dean,” she said.
A representative from Storbeck/Pimentel
& Associates, the executive search firm
involved in the dean search, declined comment, citing the search’s ongoing status.
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Tufts seeking bid for its
janitorial services contractor
by

Ellen Kan

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts recently began the process of
seeking bids for a new contractor to
provide janitorial services for the university, sparking action from union representatives and concern from Tufts’
Jumbo Janitor Alliance ( JJA) about preserving the employment and benefits
of existing janitorial staff.
Vice President for Operations Dick
Reynolds explained that the university
is initiating this process because the

contract with the existing provider,
ABM Janitorial Services, expired more
than a year ago and the university
was looking to test the market. ABM
Janitorial Services acquired OneSource,
the university’s previous janitorial provider, in 2007.
“What we wanted to do was make
sure we have the opportunity to rethink
the details of a contract that we would
have for janitorial services to make sure
we get an up-to-date set of requiresee JANITORS, page 2

—by Matt Repka

Eco-friendly economists
awarded the Leontief Prize
by Josh

Weiner

Contributing Writer

Celebrated
economists
Lord
Nicholas Stern of the London School of
Economics (LSE) and Martin Weitzman
of Harvard University Tuesday night
received the 2011 Leontief Prize for
Advancing the Frontier of Economic
Thought for their work on climate
change economics.
In receiving the prize, Stern emphasized the urgency of coordinating
environmental and economic strate-

gies, saying a failure to do so “could
destroy the relationship between
human beings and the planet.”
But if policymakers and economists
succeed in tackling the issue, he said,
the potential benefits are equally large.
“The world is likely to become more
attractive, cleaner, quieter, safer and
more biodiverse,” Stern said at the
award ceremony, held in Ballou Hall’s
Coolidge Room.
The Tufts Global Development
see LEONTIEF, page 2
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The university is making the switch to a new janitorial service provider, sparking worry from
union representatives about Tufts janitors’ job security.

Ethiopian-Israeli students speak about
discrimination at Peace Week kickoff
by Smriti

Choudhury

Senior Staff Writer

Ashley Seenauth /Tufts Daily

Lord Nicholas Stern Tuesday night joined Harvard professor Martin Weitzman in receiving
the 2011 Leontief Prize for their work in environmental economics.

Inside this issue

A panel of Ethiopian-Israeli university
students yesterday afternoon addressed
students at the kickoff event for Israel
Peace Week. The students, two of whom
migrated to Israel from Ethiopia as children, spoke about the difficulties of
assimilating to the culture in their new
home and the discrimination they faced
as minorities living in Israel.
One of the students, Assia Netaneal
Avera, described his family’s decision to
move to Israel as a necessary one.
“It was hard to practice Judaism in
Ethiopia because of the kings and political
and government regulations,” he said. “The
move to Israel was important to my family

for a sort of religious freedom.”
Another panelist, Rachel Marsha, said
she moved to Israel with her family as a
small child.
“I don’t remember much from the journey from Ethiopia to Israel because I was
very young, three years old,” she said.
“I remember that everything had to be
done in secret when traveling,” she said.
“The government of Ethiopia at that time
was a communist country, so everything
needed to be done in secret in order to avoid
being caught and put in prison or given a
worse punishment.”
Beyond the complexities of leaving
Africa, she recounted her surprise at the
Israeli reaction upon their arrival.
see ISRAEL, page 2

Today’s Sections

With 73 majors to
choose from, one just
isn’t enough for many
students.

Mahjong is making a
comeback — and not
just in nursing homes.

see FEATURES, page 3

see WEEKENDER, page 5

News
Features
Weekender
Editorial | Letters

1
3
5
10

Op-Ed
Comics
Classifieds
Sports

11
12
13
Back

2

The Tufts Daily

News

Thursday, March 10, 2011

Leontief Prize winners call for swift
action on climate change
LEONTIEF

continued from page 1

and Environment (GDAE) Institute,
which gives out the annual award,
announced Stern and Weitzman as
the winners in November for their
work in the field of economics dealing with climate change and environmental policy.
“This is the tenth prize of this
nature we’ve given out,” GDAE
Research and Policy Program Director
Timothy Wise said at the ceremony.
“It’s meant for cutting-edge thinkers
with a broadening frontier of economic thought. These people recognize that the ‘classic way’ of dealing
with climate change is flawed and are
willing to take a radical stance on this
overbearing issue.”
Stern, who is chair of the Grantham
Institute for Climate Change and the
Environment at LSE and a former chief
economist and senior vice president of
the World Bank, outlined the severe but
ambiguous environmental catastrophes that could potentially befall our
planet over the coming generations.
Within a century, he said, the
carbon in Earth’s atmosphere may
become more concentrated than it
has been in 30 million years, directly
affecting humans’ everyday lives.
Weitzman followed Stern, his good
friend and colleague, with a warning
that evidence from ice cores suggests
that human activity has had an significant effect on the climate.
“Our planet is now at the hottest
it’s been in 800,000 years,” Weitzman
said. He echoed Stern in insisting
that governments around the world
should commit to discovering drastic
solutions to climate change.
Weitzman spoke highly of the
much-debated idea of imposing taxes
on carbon emitters.
“I think it’s much too early to give
up on pricing carbon as a practical,
real-world approach to this problem,”
Weitzman said. “There may in fact be
no substitute.”
Weitzman added that the U.S.
government can no longer afford to
evade such topics as regulation, geoengineering and dramatic reductions
to carbon emissions.
He likened the current discourse
on climate change to the period following World War II.

“People could see that not collaborating had led to dreadful consequences,” he said. Governments must act in
an innovative and collaborative fashion, he said, to avoid the ecological
disasters that scientists have predicted will result from climate change.
GDAE Co-Director Bill Moomaw
introduced the winners at the ceremony, underlining the significance
of the Leontief Prize. It is presented
to individuals dedicated to “promoting a better understanding about how
countries can attain their economic
and community goals through environmentally and socially sustainable
measures,” he said.
University President Lawrence Bacow
praised Stern and Weitzman’s work.
“Both have made it impossible for
us not to look at climate change as an
economic issue,” Bacow said. “They
have really helped to shape our perspectives towards this matter in the
right way.”
Stern noted that many people outside the scientific community simply
could not cope with the enormity of
climate change.
“We must get people to understand
how big the risks are and how attractive the alternatives to them are. We’ll
have to invest heavily in this cause. It
won’t come for free, but I feel we will
embark on a round of enormous creativity and discovery in the process.”
Stern ranked the issue of climate
change along with an end to world
poverty as the two most pressing
issues facing modern society, stressing that success in one area may be
the only means of ensuring success in
the other.
Dan Comstock, a member of the
Catalyst Investment Council who
attended the event on Tuesday
night, found the winners to be wellmatched.
“Not only was the quality of the
speakers very high, but both talks were
very well laid down in a complementary fashion,” Comstock told the Daily.
Stern said he was privileged to have
had the opportunity to speak at Tufts,
he told the Daily in an interview after
the ceremony.
“The Tufts community was very, very
thoughtful, focused and engaged,” he
said. “It was very enjoyable for me to
be here with them.”

Danai Macridi/Tufts Daily

A panel of three Ethiopian-Israeli university students yesterday spoke about their experiences
as part of Israel Peace Week.

Ethiopian immigrants to Israel discuss
the complexities of their assimilation
ISRAEL

continued from page 1

“The people in Israel were shocking
because we thought everyone would look
like us, black Jewish,” Marsha added. “At first,
I faced a lot of racism in the community and
sometimes in school.”
The students said a language barrier was
another obstacle in their integration into
Israeli culture.
“It is hard to adjust life from a thirdworld country like Ethiopia to a modern
country like Israel,” Marsha said. “I think it
was more difficult for my parents to adjust
than me, because I was very young at the
time and grew up with the Hebrew language,” she added.
A third panelist, Orly Tsegahun, spoke
about her parents’ migration to Israel from
Ethiopia before she was born.
The students were at Tufts for the first
in a series of events that the Tufts chapter
of Friends of Israel (FOI) has planned to
commemorate Israel Peace Week, an international student-led initiative that aims to
inform people about Israel. They visited as
part of their association with Israel at Heart,
a nonprofit that brings Israeli students to U.S.
colleges and universities.
FOI President Daniel Bleiberg, a sopho-

more, called the event a success.
“I think that this panel was a great opportunity for Tufts students to gain another perspective on the unconventional narrative of
Ethiopian-Israelis,” Bleiberg said. “I think
students were able to relate to the speakers
with similar experiences.”
FOI Communication Chair Erica Feldman,
a freshman, said that the Tufts’ FOI chapter
aims with the weeklong series to connect
with the student body and bring more perspectives to the discourse about Israel.
“This is our first year bringing Israel Peace
Week to Tufts, and we’ve really been trying to
engage a large demographic of the student
body,” Feldman said, adding that the panel
of Ethiopian students fit with that aim.
“We really wanted to inform the student
body about the experiences of living as a
minority in Israel, especially through the
lens of Ethiopian-Israelis,” she said, adding
that the panel gave the audience a unique
viewpoint.
“They immigrated expecting this place of
milk and honey … but when they got there
they realized they were set down in this place
that was so foreign to them,” Feldman said.
Throughout the rest of the weeklong event,
FOI will sponsor a talk from a visiting professor from Denver and a film screening.

Service union, JJA concerned for janitors’ jobs as university shifts to new provider

JANITORS

continued from page 1

ments and be able to see … if we can get
a more efficient contract,” he said.
Reynolds said the university has sent
a generalized request for information
to a number of contractors, including
ABM, and expects to distribute a more
specific request for proposal to three
or four shortlisted candidates.
The initiation of this process, however, has raised concerns that the existing
janitorial staffs’ jobs, wages and benefits could be threatened, especially if
the university switches to a non-union
contractor.
“We want to make sure that whatever
contract comes in respects all the benefits that our members have — wages,
working conditions, all that stuff —
that’s what we’re trying to make sure of
and that’s why we’re putting pressure
on the university so that they make
sure whatever cleaning employer they
hire keeps all these working conditions
and wages,” Sergio Duenas, the Service
Employees International Union (SEIU)
Local 615 representative for Tufts janitors, told the Daily.
ABM is a union contractor that is a
signatory to a master contract negotiated with the union determining wages
and benefits.
“If Tufts brings in a new company
… all the janitors could lose their jobs
or be hired back at starting limits or
without benefits because the contract
they had negotiated would be null and
void,” said senior Andrea Ness, now in
her third year as a member of the JJA.

Wayne Langley, the higher education director for SEIU, explained that
while Tufts signs an agreement with the
contractor about custodial services,
contractors negotiate their own terms
with janitors. Union, or what SEIU 615
terms “responsible,” contractors are
signatory to a master contract covering
approximately 12,000 workers.
SEIU 615 is calling for the university
to select a contractor that is signatory to
that contract or that agrees to become
a signatory. Duenas said that nearly
every member of the janitorial staff has
signed a petition to the administration
expressing this preference.
Reynolds, however, stressed that the
process would not result in a switch to
a non-union contractor.
“In all cases, I would expect that anybody we send the request for proposal
to would be a union contractor and we
would have to abide by whatever the
contract terms are with the union,” he
said. “We would certainly expect that
the people who work for the janitorial
company who currently work for the
university are retained, but the specifics of the decision would be up to the
new contractor.”
According to Langley, however, the
union has received information that the
university has narrowed its list down to
four contractors, one of which is ABM
and two of which are non-union.
Director of Public Relations Kim
Thurler repeated to the Daily that the
university is only considering union
contractors in the search for a new
provider.

Langley and Duenas said that in their
meetings with the administration, they
have yet to obtain such a firm commitment to that end.
“They told our workers not to worry
too much, they will try to do what it is
correct,” Duenas said. “They didn’t say
... ‘We would never hire a non-union
contractor’; that’s something we want
to hear from them. They didn’t say, ‘We
will make sure all your rights and benefits are protected, we will make sure
nobody is displaced.’ … That’s something we need to hear, and until then
we’re going to keep pushing.”
“We did have a discussion with the
[Department of Facilities Services] guy.
They said they are cogent of the fact
that we don’t want standards reduced,
but they are not making a commitment to say that they will not do that,”
Langley told the Daily.
Langley added that while he understands the university’s decision to put
out a bid for a new contract, its unwillingness to take a definite stance on
whether the contractor will be union
or non-union, or at least abide by
the terms and conditions that are in
place now for the janitors, is cause for
worry.
“It is unnerving that they have not
made any assurances to us directly
— what’s the point of doing that?” he
said. “They are evasive about it, which
makes everybody nervous.”
He said that it was important for contracting companies to be competing on
the basis of the service quality provided.
“Competition is good, but not based

on wages and benefits,” Langley said.
“What we tell companies is that to
compete, they have to provide better
service for the same money. Our goal
is to take wages and benefits out of the
equation.”
Duenas said that in addition to the
petition that has been submitted to
the administration, SEIU 615 is sending letters to local politicians and city
councils about the matter.
It is also working closely with the
JJA, which has started a petition of its
own in support of the janitors that is
currently circulating around the student body.
“What we want to do is communicate with the administration to …
communicate the perspective of the
student body and just make sure that
they know that the student body is one
hundred percent behind protecting the
janitors’ jobs,” senior Philip Bene, a JJA
co-chair, said.
Both Ness and Bene said that the
response of the student body to their
efforts has been positive.
“Everybody I’ve talked to has been
very supportive of this,” Ness said.
“Students know their janitors and feel
like they are part of the community
and that their livelihoods and jobs
should not be put at risk.”
Accoring to Ness, JJA is reaching
out to other student groups, for example the Leonard Carmichael Society’s
group of volunteers who teach English
as a Second Language classes for the
janitors, in the hopes of forming a
coalition of supporters.
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Doubling up? Multiple concentrations
lay groundwork for future specialization
by

Angelina Rotman

Daily Editorial Board

For students who confidently
answered the “what do you want to be
when you grow up” question at age five
and never changed their minds, choosing a major is simple. For others, whose
answer changes every day, picking a
field of study and sticking to it can be a
herculean task.
With 57 available majors in the
School of Arts and Sciences and 16
in the School of Engineering, Tufts
students don’t necessarily want for
options. The thought of tackling one,
let alone two, majors in addition to
Tufts’ distribution requirements may
seem daunting to some, but many are
up to the task: Nearly one-third of Tufts
undergraduates pursue more than one
major, according to the university’s
Undergraduate Admissions website.
“There’s a couple of benefits to having two majors,” Professor or Biology
and Environmental Studies Program
Director Colin Orians said. “Say you’re
not sure what you want to do yet and
you want to keep your options open.
If [you’re] an environmental studies
major and a biology major, for example, [you] have the choice of either
career path.”
Not only does pursuing a major
provide a degree of depth on a chosen
topic, it can also function as practical training for a student’s potential
occupation.
“Think of it as a music instrument
— you have to prove yourself on the
scales first,” Associate Professor of

Russian Literature Gregory Carleton
said. “It’s a necessary stepping stone.
That’s kind of a way of looking at the
major. It’s easy to say students are just
starting [and] they need grounding. We
have to provide them with some form
of grounding.”
A kink in the process of choosing majors is that, of the 57 Arts and
Sciences majors, four — biomedical
engineering systems, biotechnology,
community health and environmental
studies — are available only as second
majors, meaning they can’t be chosen
as a student’s only major.
According to Orians, universities
with a stand-alone environmental
studies major often have requirements
of 18 to 20 courses due to the subject’s
interdisciplinary nature. Since Tufts
doesn’t offer majors that require that
many credits, designing a stand-alone
environmental studies major is a tricky
task, he said.
“Why don’t you graduate with some
depth in another major and some
breadth and depth in environmental
studies?” he said. “If you take biology and environmental studies, you
have courses that will cross-count, and
that’s true for econ and so forth. I think
that in the end, they’re getting the benefit of the disciplinary training and the
interdisciplinary training in environmental studies.”
Both environmental studies and
community health are highly interdisciplinary majors, drawing on natural
sciences, social sciences and humanities. This diversity of subject matters
is what Community Health Program

Administrator Pamela Schoenberg
Reider believes distinguishes second
majors from their primary counterparts.
“We appreciate that our students have
an opportunity to gain in-depth learning in another area,” she said. “The second major offers them an opportunity
to diversify their studies with another
in-depth focus in an area.”
Reider also noted that while the
commitment to a second major isn’t
easy, the challenge does not seem to
have deterred students from pursuing
community health.
“Students have to complete a number of requirements and an internship. They have to be motivated to
put in that effort, as it is a significant
extra amount of study and time,” she
said. “However, over the last many
years, our numbers of majors have
significantly increased. We are a big
draw for students very interested in
community health.”
Since both community health and
environmental studies are interdisciplinary, the overlap offers a unique
opportunity, albeit one that is currently
impossible to pursue.
“One of the questions that has come
up in discussion is, ‘Should students
be able to major in two secondary
majors?’” Orians said. “If a student is
interested in community health and
environmental studies, should they be
able to do that? I can imagine a lot of
students wanting to do that as a double major, and I feel that’s something
we should be exploring.”
see MAJORS, page 4

Street Smarts: Tufts’ sartorial scene
Ever notice the Jumbos on campus who put more into their wardrobes than a momentary
thought about which pair of sneakers doesn’t clash with their sweatpants? We have, and
some of their sartorial styles caught our eye.

Compiled by Romy Oltuski

Photos by Justin McCallum

“My friend said my hat was really Hot
Topic. Now I feel self-conscious.”
—Alyce Currier, 2011

“Today’s pretty warm, so I decided not to
wear the North Face coat. Dressing well
is a way to respect others and to respect
myself.”
—Yihao Li, 2014

“This bracelet I got at a street festival in
old San Juan, and the guy ... makes them
out of used car tires.”
—Katja Torres, 2013

See Jumbo Slice at
blogs.tuftsdaily.com
for the full shoot.

Yuantee Zhu |
What Would YuAntee Zhu?

Losing on
Latin Way

D

ear Yuantee,

I came to Tufts to be a big fish in a
small pond, but two years later I’m
still a guppy. It’s not that I have no redeemable skills. I’m tall and handsome, play guitar, like to cook sometimes, used to skateboard in high school and am from Arizona.
Still, my lack of popularity — or better yet,
my relative obscurity — leaves me lonely
at times, and there’s nothing my unattractive girlfriend can do about it. Sometimes,
Yuantee, I even regret not joining a fraternity. What should I Zhu?
-Losing on Latin Way
LLW,
If by now you’ve noticed the wordy virtuosity of my most prolific prose, you would
also know that I write in similar fashion to
the way Charlie Sheen lives his life: in one
speed he and I call “go.” But before I do get
“going,” allow me to warn you with an Oscar
Wilde quote my grandmother told me last
week: “There are only two tragedies in life:
One is not getting what one wants, and the
other is getting it.” She told me this after I
admitted that I only wanted my column in
the Daily to impress a girl, that this girl is still
unimpressed and that my heart still reeks of
warm whiskey and thoughts of failure. The
big fish in the small pond is often the loneliest, most feared and perpetually drunkest.
That said, just because you are feeling
lonely does not mean there is no one out
there looking for you. Let’s go through
your qualities.
Being tall and handsome certainly gives
you options generally unavailable to the
short and ugly. Keep company with inferior-looking folk, and you will look even
more appealing and dare I say become a
“big fish,” though one in an admittedly
very small pond with limited room to grow.
Should you feel brave, I recommend gravitating toward the taller and more handsome “bigger fish” and learning from the
best what it takes to evolve.
You play guitar. I am pleased to say I live
with the three surviving members of the
hugely popular Tufts rock band Knives For
Sale, who plays every Thursday night at The
Burren in Davis Square (except on Senior
Pub Nights), who keep me up at night playing sloppy Warren Zevon covers in our dining
room and who endlessly discuss the artistic
plausibility of rounding out their sound with
a second drummer. So tell them you drum.
Just show up tonight at The Burren with
some sticks and alcohol on your breath and
tell their figurehead lead guitarist you also
used to skateboard. And if you can sing at
all (let me stress “at all,” because their lead
singer can’t), they will let you sing — perhaps
a duet with their gorgeous Hawaiian chanteuse. They may not be Timeflies, but they
get free drinks every week.
As for your unattractive girlfriend, I can
see this being a lingering problem. However,
before I suggest such a drastic measure as
termination, I would need to know more
information. Women are such delicate
things, really. Tigress blood. Perhaps merely
rekindling the waning flame is just the spark
you need to feel big and loved.
Your girl aside, party with the big fish in
the big ponds. Study their ways. Watch lots
and lots of Charlie Sheen footage, including the last eight seasons of “Two and a
Half Men” and everything before that. As
the son of a movie star, he’s been a big fish
all his life. And by God, does he ever seem
to be “winning.”
So I say ignore Oscar Wilde, ignore my
grandmother, and chase that dragon.
At least, that’s what I did and what Charlie
Sheen would Zhu.

Yuantee Zhu is a senior majoring in biology.
He can be reached at Yuantee.Zhu@tufts.edu.
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EXTREMELY FUN!

”

“

Kevin Kelly, CINEMATICAL

“CARLA GUGINO HAS NEVER BEEN FUNNIER

AND JOSEPH GORDON-LEVITT IS A SCREAM!”
Debbie Lynn Elias, CULVER CITY OBSERVER

Meredith Klein/Tufts Daily

Pursuing multiple majors can provide both depth and breadth for students.

Second majors afford unique opportunities
MAJORS

continued from page 3

Orians also debunked a
common false impression
about the inferiority of second
majors. A second major, he
said, is second only in that it
cannot stand alone. In every
other respect, it’s just another
major and may in fact be the

primary interest for students
as they begin their studies.
“A lot of students are coming
here and want to do environmental studies and figure out the
second major later,” Orians said.
“Sometimes there’s a misconception of ‘second’ as less worthy.”
According to Carleton, one’s
major — or double major

or minor, for that matter —
should not be considered a
set of boundaries. Instead, it
should be quite the opposite.
“A major is not a terminal or
final stage of one’s intellectual
engagement,” he said. “Rather,
it’s the marking of a specialization from which one then
builds on.”

JOSEPH GORDON-LEVITT EMMANUELLE CHRIQUI TIMOTHY OLYPHANT ADRIANNE PALICKI
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S.11--5
A Resolution Calling For a
Sensible Marijuana Policy
WHEREAS possession of less
than or equal to one ounce of
marijuana is!not a criminal offense
in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts (as per state-wide
ballot Question 2 on November 4,
2008, in which roughly 65% of
Massachusetts voters chose to
“replace the criminal penalties for
possession of one ounce or less of
marijuana with a system of civil
penalties”, followed by the
January 2, 2009, change in Section
32L of chapter 94C of the
Massachusetts General Laws); and
WHEREAS Tufts University
students are disciplined by the
Judicial Affairs office for
possession or use of any amount of
marijuana; and

WHEREAS, within only three
days, 500 Tufts students signed a
petition supporting reform of
the current marijuana policy;
therefore

distribution of marijuana; and

BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED that the TCU Senate
supports the efforts of the Tufts
chapter of Students for Sensible
BE IT RESOLVED that it is the Drug Policy (SSDP) and endorses
opinion of the Tufts Community
their efforts to petition the
Union (TCU) Senate that the Tufts administration to change the
University drug policy should be
marijuana policy in the
revised so that possession of less
aforementioned manner.
than or equal to one ounce of
marijuana is not grounds for
Respectfully submitted on 6 March
disciplinary action through the
2011 by Alex Baskin, Laura Lasko,
and Lauren Traitz.
Judicial Affairs office; and
BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED that the TCU Senate
recommends that students found in
possession of marijuana be required
to meet with a representative from
the Tufts Department of Health
Education, in accordance with
current Tufts policy; and

BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED
that the TCU Senate
WHEREAS violations of the
believes
that
judicial
action is still
current drug policies can have longappropriate for students who violate
lasting negative effects on
other standards of conduct
students’ futures, both academic
including, but not limited to, the
and professional; and

Adopted by a vote of 16-11-1 on 6
March 2011.

**Announcement**
The Senate meeting
on March 13th, 2011
will begin at 7:00 pm in
the Sophia Gordon
Multipurpose Room.
We hope to see you
there!
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5

tuftsdaily.com

Arts & Living

Winds, dragons and Shanghai:
Mahjong isn’t just for your grandmother anymore
by

Emma Bushnell

Daily Editorial Board

“One bam.”
“Four crack.”
“Flower.”
“My wall’s done.”
“Shanghai!”
The ambient noises of
Mahjong are usually associated with retirement homes
in Florida or afternoons at
a New Jersey women’s club.
The conversation above,
however, took place on the
floor of a Tufts student’s
apartment in Somerville.
Now that the 18-to-35
demographic is far enough
removed from the era of
the Baby Boomers to find
the 1960s romanticized
and retro, the door
to pop culture
has been
opened
to let in
anything
that references an age
that
young
people view
with nostalgia,
unmarred
by
the possibility
of bad memories.
This fascination
has resulted in the
success of television
shows such as AMC’s
“Mad Men” and ABC’s
possible airing of “Pan
Am,” a drama about
the lives of stewardesses
in the ’60s, as well as the
boom of companies such as
Modcloth.com that sell the
kind of vintage clothes featured on these shows.
So if younger demographics are enjoying the clothes
and drama of their grandparents’ generation, why not
enjoy the pastimes as well?
History of the game
Few games have more
nebulous origins than the
game of Mahjong. Some
claim Confucius created it
around 500 BCE, some say it
was invented by Westerners
and merely marketed as an
ancient Chinese game and
others insist it was played by
Noah on the ark. No matter
how it began initially, John
Babcock is usually credited
as the Westerner who introduced the infectious fad to
the United States when he
sold sets to Abercrombie and
Fitch in 1919.
The game quickly
took hold of the
p u b l i c ’s
interest,
most

notably in New York City,
where women would host
Mahjong parties in their
living rooms replete with
paper lanterns, kimonos,
Chinese food and anything
considered fun and “oriental” (with the exception of
the requisite Western martini). Mahjong parties became
status symbols of sorts — in
a 1924 Washington Post column, Mildred Holland wrote
that the game afforded an
“opportunity for displaying
rings and bracelets … making the most of hands which
are pretty in shape, texture,
grace and grooming.”
Mahjong fever reached its
pitch in 1924,
with famous
s i n g e r s
like Eddie
Ca n t o r
writing
s o n g s
about it
(“Since
Ma is

Playing
Mah Jong”) and
Life magazine commemorating its popularity
with a depiction of “Ma and
Pa Jongg” playing the game
on its cover.
Sadly, as happens with
all fads, Mahjong’s popularity began to wane, and
it had all but petered out
by the Great Depression. It
wasn’t until 1937 that the
game was reintroduced
to American society
by members of the
National Mah Jongg
League, founded
by a group of
Jewish women.
Though the
elegant game
had fallen
out of fashion with
New York’s
elite,
it
had retained
an avid following
among Jewish women
in the city. The reasons for
the Jewish community’s interest in the game cannot be
pinpointed to one cause — it
may be that it was a symbol of
inclusion in American society
for a group of immigrants or
that the Jewish Lower East Side
sat right next to Chinatown,
and the Chinese symbols and
characters on the game’s tiles
evoked a kindred feeling
among the two immigrant groups.
		

Whatever the reason, the
National Mah Jongg League
formed to standardize the
rules of the game (which had
previously varied from household to household), and thus
created what is known as
American Mahjong.
In the years that followed,
Mahjong became the game
of Jewish housewives as a
means of socialization during the day while the children were at school and
the husbands were at work.
It received a major deathblow in the ’70s, though,
when women started to
work full-time jobs and
began to resent the hourslong games of Mahjong that
their housebound mothers
used to play.
It is from this setback
that the game is reemerging
today.
Mahjong: The Comeback Kid
According
to
Faye
Scher,
the
owner
of
WhereTheWindsBlow.com, a
site that sells Mahjong gifts
and accessories, the surge in
interest in Mahjong among
25-35-year-olds began about
five to 10 years ago.
“I get new players calling with kids playing in
the background (25-30) …
Women from Florida that
are just learning to play as
they retire (60s), and I get
the grandmothers who have
played for 45 years, but they
are buying sets for their
grandchildren,” Scher said
in an e-mail to the Daily.
Though many of Scher’s
customers are from older generations, she is quick to note
that in recent years, she has
sold sets as gifts for bar mitzvahs and bridal showers.
B o a r d
game bars and
restau-

rants,
particularly in
N e w
York City, are introducing
sets into their repertoire as
young professionals come
to play the game, relax
and socialize. Sites such as
Meetup.com have entire
groups devoted to gathering Mahjong
enthusi-

asts together to play and
usually attract a younger
crowd. Clearly, the generational gap is slowly closing.
Mahjong at Tufts
At
Tufts,
Mahjong has
begun
to
take a slow
but steady
hold on students’ interest.
Senior
Julia
Bartolomeo hosts a
weekly Mahjong game
in her apartment.
“My grandma picked it
up as a hobby and decided
to teach me and my sister and
my cousins one Christmas,”
Bartolomeo said. “We all
ended up really enjoying it,
despite our initial skepticism.”
As a salute to her interest in
the game, Bartolomeo’s parents gave her a set for her
birthday one year, and she
instantly began sharing the
game with her friends.
“I ended up teaching
some of my friends
at home and at
school so
that I

would
h a v e
people to
play with,”
Bartolomeo
said. “It’s a
fun
group game. It’s
tricky to
learn at first, but if you take
the time to teach people, they
tend to really like it.”
Now, Bartolomeo unpacks
her Mahjong set once a week,
and different combinations
of the friends she has
taught come to play and
socialize. There may not
be any paper lanterns or
silk kimonos, but Tufts students have found ways to
enjoy Mahjong in a manner
that fits into busy schedules.
And it’s not just American
Mahjong that has found resonance among students on the
Hill. Jesse Mark, a sophomore,
bought a Japanese Mahjong
set and has also played a
weekly game.
These gatherings, he said,
offer relaxation and entertainment in the
middle of a
busy

Photos: etsy.com, visualphotos.com,
manufacturer.com
design by leanne Brotsky

student’s schedule.
“Last semester we would
meet in one of our rooms in
Carmichael and put on
some music or maybe
have the TV on
silent,” Mark said.
“It was very
casual.”

Virtual
Versions
One of the
biggest obstacles to
younger generations
playing Mahjong is the price
of the sets. Though prices have
dropped since tiles started to
be made out of plastic instead
of the original bone, few students are willing to shell out
upwards of $100 for a parlor
game.
An easy alternative
is the several forms
of Mahjong available online or
as smartphone
applications.
Even the
National
M a h
Jo n g g

League
has created its
own online version of the game for
members without their
own sets.
According to players,
though, the virtual experience
is incomparable to the physical version.
“It’s just better playing in
person and having the tiles in
front of you,” Mark said.
Online versions also
ignore the incredibly social
aspect of the game that has
been integral to its success
from the evening parties of
the ’20s to the weekly gatherings in Tufts dorms. Now
that the stigma surrounding
the game as the pastime of
gossiping housewives and
grandmothers is slowly dissipating, there seems to
be room at Tufts — and in
the homes of young people
across the nation — for
the fad to grow
again.
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Theater Preview

‘Three Days of Rain’ offers laughs and rewarding emotions
by

Emma Bushnell

Daily Editorial Board

“Everything is tolerable if we
just talk about it.”
So says Pip in Richard
Greenberg’s “Three Days of
Rain,” this semester’s workshop
production from Pen, Paint and
Pretzels (3Ps). The gripping and
complicated story shows many
moments of fear and uncertainty
and presents them through clever
dialogue and beautiful language.
The play consists of a threeperson cast, entirely composed
of Tufts seniors. Each of the two
acts features a different generation of characters, and the actors
get to play both the younger generation and their parents during
the course of the show.
Playing characters that share
DNA can be a challenge, but the
actors say that they simply commit to each character in his or
her own right and let the audience find the similarities.
“It’s kind of tricky, but I try
not to get into my own head
about it,” said Royi Gavrielov,
who plays Walker and Walker’s
father. “I think an honest portrayal of them makes the similarities apparent. There’s a lot in
the text that shows what they do
and don’t have in common.”
The three characters in the
first act are the mentally unstable Walker, his sister Nan (Lily

Berthold-Bond) and their childhood friend Pip (Gideon Jacobs),
who is the son of their father’s
late colleague. The first half of
the play is centered around the
surprises and angst that come
with reading the will of Nan and
Walker’s recently deceased father.
The questions raised by the will
and Walker’s discovery of his
father’s cryptic journal, hidden in
a rundown Manhattan loft, drive
the action of the first act.
The three characters offer convincing interpretations of what
must have gone on in their parents’ lives and even convince
themselves that there is no mystery left. They believe what they
want to believe.
The second act, however, takes
what the first act convinced the
audience of and flips it right on
its head, as it follows what truly
took place 40 years prior.
Although “Three Days of Rain”
features a cast of seniors, it is
directed by junior Ann Noling,
who is making her directing
debut for 3Ps.
“It’s been a good challenge,
a fun challenge,” Noling said.
“It’s my first time directing in a
round, and it really helps to have
acted in the round.”
Noling selected the show herself earlier in the year for both
practical and personal reasons.
“I picked the play for two reasons,” Noling said. “I think it’s

Justin McCallum/Tufts Daily

Seniors Royi Gavrielov and Lily Berthold-Bond star in ‘Three Days of Rain.’
a really beautiful play … and it
works very well with the space.
This is a workshop, so it’s supposed to have a smaller cast and
be very character-driven.”
The three cast members agree
that if one is in pursuit of a character-driven performance, this
darkly humorous piece fits the
bill precisely.
“They are very human characters,” Gavrielov said. “What’s
nice is that you’re seeing some-

thing about real people; it’s not
farcical at all.”
With department shows
this semester mostly focusing
on less modern productions,
Noling felt that “Three Days of
Rain,” written in 1997, would be
the perfect complement.
“It’s nice to have a really
modern play — it’s not such a
common thing to see on college
campuses,” Noling said. “It feels
younger and more relatable. …

It’s not about college students,
but it deals with a lot of the
same issues we deal with, and
so I thought it would be very
accessible.”
“Three Days of Rain” is ultimately wryly funny and emotionally rewarding. The fast-paced,
witty dialogue is something
that any audience can enjoy, so
come to the Balch Arena Theater
tonight at either 7 or 9:30 p.m. for
a wonderful theater experience.

What’s up this
weekend?

Event Review

Looking to make your weekend
artsy? Check out these events!
“Three Days of Rain”: Pen, Paint
and Pretzels presents this semester’s
workshop production. (Tonight at 7
and 9:30 p.m. in the Balch Arena
Theater. Admission is free.)
The Beatles Show: Check out the
Tufts Chamber Singers’ performance
featuring Beatles songs, all done a
cappella. (Tonight at 8 p.m. in Distler
Performance Hall. Admission is free.)
Yemen Blues: Come see the U.S.
debut of Yemen Blues, an Israeli
group whose eclectic music fuses
Yemeni, West African, jazz and
funk influences. (Tonight at 8 p.m.
at the Somerville Theater. Tickets
$20-$30.)
The Institute, Episode 5:
multimedia sketch comedy
presents another night of
ity. (Friday night at 11 p.m.
Sophia Gordon multipurpose
Admission is free.)
Courtesy Institute of Contemporary Art

A still from ‘Call Me by Heart’ by Boston filmmaker Nicky Tavares.

At Boston ICA, experimental filmmakers
show what it means to break conventions
by John-Michael Sequeira

Daily Staff Writer

Watching experimental film is a bit like
reading poetry that uses abstract sounds
rather than complete words. There’s certainly something lurking beneath it all, but
without the benefit of concrete meaning to
latch onto, the experience is akin to diving
headfirst into murky water with only a slim
chance of reorienting yourself accordingly.
The viewing process often entails just
as much guesswork as it does effective
interpretation, and the mental gymnastics
required to keep up are very different from
the comfortable, familiar feeling of switching on your favorite television show.
True to form, this year’s presentation of
The International Experimental Cinema
Exposition (somewhat nonsensically

abbreviated as TIE) offered up 11 films,
among them plenty of head-scratchers
and more than a few fascinating pictures.
It was held on March 5 at the Institute of
Contemporary Art (ICA) in Boston.
The program, which is committed to
exhibiting “film on film” — as opposed
to digital media — provides an outlet for
avant-garde directors to showcase their
work to audiences around the globe.
So what is it that makes a film “experimental?” Well, there’s a strong tendency
toward rapid-fire editing and constantly
shifting images — usually abstract — that
suit the films less to passive viewing and
more to the challenging territory of requiring active interpretation.
Running time, too, isn’t quite on par
with what you’d see at AMC: The longestrunning film clocked in at a scant 20

minutes. Still, the unfamiliar and obtuse
nature of their material has a way of making brief works feel a great deal longer
than they actually are.
Frank Biesendorfer’s one-minute film,
“Cold Fried Chicken,” which opened the
program, is a quintessential example of
this odd phenomenon. With sprocket
holes skittering through the frame to simulate the effect of a filmstrip, the viewing
area is bisected into separate panels, each
presenting a rogues’ gallery of seemingly
unrelated footage and shifting colors. A
kaleidoscope of abstract imagery, including a frame of two vertically inverted trees
that seem moments away from falling out
of the sky, is striking enough to linger in
the memory.
see TIE, page 8

Tufts’
group
hilarin the
room.

“Race: Are We So Different?”:
Tufts’ Social Justice Leadership
Initiative is sponsoring a trip tomorrow to the Museum of Science to
see the new exhibit highlighting
the mutual ancestry between races,
which aims to open up a discussion
about what truly makes us different
in terms of ethnicity. (Tomorrow, bus
departing at 1 p.m. from the Mayer
Campus Center. Tickets $5 at the
Info Booth.)
Issue as Muse: Tufts Social Justice
Arts Initiative is hosting a nonprofit
fair for networking, volunteer and
internship opportunities (and free
food!) followed by a performance
showcase featuring Spirit of Color,
B.E.A.T.S., Envy and more. (Saturday
night. Nonprofit fair at 6:30 p.m.
in the Sophia Gordon multipurpose
room; performances at 8:30 p.m. in
Cohen Auditorium. Tickets $3 with
Tufts ID at the Balch Arena Theater
Box Office.)
—compiled by the Daily Arts
Department
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Restaurant Review

Shabu-Ya brings shabu-shabu fun to Harvard
In Harvard Square, restaurant serves up sushi and Japanese hot pot
by

Nick Bayhi

Contributing Writer

Unenthused by the trek on the Orange
Line to Boston and the long wait that
described Q, Chinatown’s new Mongolian

57 JFK Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
(617) 864-6868
Price Range ($-$$$$): $$

meredith klein/Tufts Daily

Harvard Square’s Shabu-Ya offers a quality Japanese take on hot pot at an affordable price.
tastes. The lamb and mushroom dishes
were especially impressive.
In addition to the broth and dunking
items, meals come with a soy-based sauce
and a tray with four or five condiments,
including Chinese barbeque sauce and
chili flakes for a bolder taste. Every order
comes with the same standard plate of
vegetables.
Though shabu-shabu is the restaurant’s
main focus, it’s not the only thing ShabuYa does well. Indeed, one friend called the
spicy tuna maki “to die for,” and the dragon maki, which includes shrimp tempura,
cucumber and avocado, was tasty enough
to merit a second order.
It pays off to try some of the less wellknown items on the menu. The stone pot
Bibimbap — a blend of marinated meat and
vegetables atop crispy rice, drizzled with a
spicy sauce to taste — was gone before it

had a chance to cool. The pork Bulgogi is
another build-your-own dish, the assembly
process of which involves scooping saucy
vegetables and spices onto lettuce leaves.
More than anything, Shabu-Ya is a fun
experience — finally, it’s okay to play with
your food. This interactive meal, filled
with powerful flavors, is definitely a group
activity. For those who are scared of cooties or weirded out by eating family style,
it’s possible to order individual entrees,
but in doing so, you really miss out on the
spirit of the restaurant.
Cashing in at almost exactly $20 per person (tip included), Shabu-Ya is an affordable
option for college students, and its nonexistent wait makes it perfect for spontaneous
outings. Granted, it’s not the best option
for a quick bite to eat — service was quite
slow at times — but it certainly provides the
chance to properly savor each dish.

From the Office of the Tufts Daily
Dear Ke$ha,
I saw you in concert last
June. It was an amazing show,
and I had the time of my life.
I danced in the maelstrom of
glitter and whiskey and partied all night. I made out with
everyone on the dance floor
and smushed a few guys in
the coat check (sorry to anyone whose coat got a little
… messy). At the end of the

night, I headed home with
an old wrinkly Australian guy
— not quite Mick Jagger, but
close enough, right? — and
we had a bit of a sleepover.
Only instead of sleeping,
we had sex.
A lot of sex.
A lot of praying mantis sex
(although that’s another story).
Well, that was nine months
ago. I’m very pregnant with
a baby boy now (I’m going

to call him Ni¢hola$), and
even though I don’t regret
anything from that night, it’s
great to see you take the initiative to make sure that people practice safe sex on the
dance floors of your shows.
	The news that you’ve
stamped your face on the
wrappers of 10,000 limited-edition
condoms
(“Kondom$?”) to be handed
out on your upcoming tour

is totally cool! It’s like, girl
power and stuff. You’re playing right here in Boston on
April 12, and I’m excited to
have the choice of whether
or not I come home from the
show bearing a little sibling
for my son.
(Your) Love (is My Drug),
A Very Pregnant Member of
the Daily Arts Department

This summer,

start building your future.
Boston University
Summer Study Internship Program
May 23–August 12, 2011
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Pub:
Tufts University
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stop
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Shabu-Ya

hot pot restaurant reviewed in the Daily last
Wednesday? Just move a little east in cuisine
and six stops closer on the T.
Shabu-Ya, a combination sushi/hot
pot East Asian restaurant in Harvard
Square, is sure to provide a fun and
delicious dining experience. Located
directly above Wagamama on JFK Street,
it gets you out of Davis Square while still
offering quality Asian cuisine far closer
to home than Chinatown.
Surprisingly, there was no wait to seat
our party of six at 6:30 p.m. on a Saturday
night. We were immediately taken by the
restaurant’s high-energy decor. The place
looks like something out of “The Jetsons”
(1985-7): Bright pink and green dominate
the color scheme, and the space is furnished
in a very smooth, flowing and modern style.
The restaurant’s website claims that the
color scheme represents raw meat and vegetables. In conjuction with the quirky lighting, it is supposed to represent what it is like
inside a hot pot.
Variety is definitely one of ShabuYa’s strong points. The shabu-shabu, a
Japanese version of hot pot, included over
a dozen combinations of meats and seafood (including vegetarian options), served
with your choice of broth, noodles or a
plate of vegetables. There was an extensive
list of a la carte choices to choose from as
well, should diners desire to diversify their

Mitchell Geller | Makes it Rain

Run Date:
Daily (M-F)

Learn More.
617-353-0556
bu.edu/summer/internship
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+HDOWK6FLHQFHV 3ROLF\
,QWHUQDWLRQDO6WXGLHV
3ROLWLFV3XEOLF3ROLF\ /DZ
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Color:
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’m not eager to admit it here in my
column about hip-hop, but I like girls.
I like some from afar and some close
up. Sometimes I tell them, sometimes
I don’t. They’re great to hang out with
and talk to, they know cool stuff that guys
don’t know, and on the whole, they smell
good and they’re nice to look at. Girls are
cool people.
But hip-hop doesn’t like girls.
Hip-hop puts hoes down. It wants to see
thick-chicks slay the hood-rats. Even rappers who don’t use crass words only say nice
things about women to sleep with them. It’s
all a game. There is no tenderness — no innocent crushes or young love — in hip-hop.
But that’s also speaking generally. If there
is one figure in hip-hop who probably has
a few crushes of his own, though, it’s got to
be ?uestlove, the afro-sporting drummer for
quite possibly the best hip-hop group in the
world, The Roots.
?uestlove (aka Questlove aka Questo aka
BROther aka Brother Question, born Ahmir
Khalib Thompson) seems like a nice guy.
He’s clearly passionate about what he does,
and he does it incredibly well. He’s not only
talented but also personable, knowledgeable, funny and kind. All of my encounters
with Questo have been great, and every time
I encounter him I like him more and more.
Oh, I should probably mention that all
of my encounters with him have been on
Twitter.
@questlove, as he has dubbed himself
on Twitter (tagline: “your favorite twitterer’s favorite music snob.”), tweets nonstop
about everything from his busy schedule
to his favorite tracks, to the goings-on of
his friends and work relations, to words of
wisdom and 140-character jokes.
I was very much anti-Twitter for a very
long time, but I finally gave in when I realized that it would behoove me to sign up
for the social network to, well, network.
The good news is that it sort of worked.
The bad news is that I am now very much
a Twitter-er (follow me @Mitchellaneum)
(#OhGodDidIJustDoThat?)
(#smh)
(#ButSeriously, #FollowMe).
Twitter has brought me a few clicks
away from a whole world of people who
would ordinarily be completely out of
reach, like Questlove.
Or @KanyeWest (one of the most popular, and most ridiculous, Twitter users out
there), @50cent (another ultra-ridiculous,
hyper-prolific tweeter), @David_Lynch,
@The_Real_Shaq, @DonaldGlover, @
BarackObama and a whole slew of other
celebrities and world leaders.
Every morning I wake up and read an
inspirational thought from @DalaiLama, the
official Twitter account of the office of His
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama and a salutation from @Serafinowicz, the official Twitter
account of the great British comedian.
While some Twitter accounts are clearly
the work of publicists (and their interns),
many are in no way vetted (e.g. Kanye, 50
Cent, Questlove) and have helped to demystify these household names. I can see, right
there on my phone or my computer, what
Questlove can see from behind his drum set
on the set of Fallon, or what Aziz Ansari is up
to at this very moment.
So no, I don’t actually know Questlove. I
would love to meet the guy one day — by
all accounts he’s an awesome human being
(and he has, hands down, the best hair
in hip-hop) — but for now I’ll settle for a
Twitter friendship (and honestly if he tweets
this, it will make my week).
The Internet is a weird place, and Twitter
definitely contributes to that strangeness.
But it can also be really great. While no
one cares what I ate for dinner, the nature
of celebrity means that we do care what
our favorite rappers are eating. Thanks to
Twitter, we can see their every meal in fullcolor TwitPic glory.
Or find out who Questo is currently crushing on. Or what my cute hipster-chick crush
is up to.
Mitchell Geller is majoring in psychology
and English. He can be reached at Mitchell.
Geller@tufts.edu. Follow him on Twitter
@Mitchellaneum.
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Top Ten | Things James Franco Is Doing Right Now
James Franco is not only the busiest
man in Hollywood, but the busiest man
in the world. Every day the news brings
us word of new Franco projects. From
higher learning to acting high, the man
does it all. As Tufts rallies to win a visit
from Franco and the world premiere
of his new film, “Your Highness,” the
Daily Arts Department would like to
present the top ten things that James
Franco is doing right now. Literally. As
you read this.

9) Doing all these things with one
arm: It’s called method acting.

10) Getting a master’s in film at NYU:
Maybe with the help of this degree, he
can kick-start his film career.

6) Getting a Ph.D. in English at Yale:
Because how else can you do justice to all
of the scripts you’re writing and adapting? (Ahem ... “Blood Meridian.”)

8) Dying in “Spider-Man 2” (2004)
every time someone watches it: Well,
technically it’s Harry Osborn dying, but
it’s just as sad every time.
7) Racking up frequent flyer miles:
How is it that those who can most afford
to fly do it so much that they don’t have
to pay for it?

5) Having a drink named after him
by New York bartenders: Demetrios
Saites of the Hurricane Club invented a
drink that includes caffeinated tea and
chili peppers and uses a frozen rock in
lieu of ice. Apparently this is James’
essence.
4) Teaching “Master Class: Editing
James Franco ... With James Franco”
at Columbia College Hollywood: Being
a graduate student at two different universities isn’t enough — he also has to be
on the other side of the desk, teaching
the most egocentric course possible.
3) Never sleeping: Come on guys,

James wasn’t stoned at the Oscars. He
was just sleepy.
2) Filming mom’s play at Palo Alto
Children’s Theatre: And the footage of
Betsy Franco’s stage adaptation of her
book “Metamorphosis: Junior Year” isn’t
just a home video — James is using it to
create a documentary, which he plans to
enter in a number of film festivals.
1) Rehearsing for “Oz: The Great and
the Powerful”: We’re off to see the
Franco, the wonderful James Franco in
“Oz.”
—compiled by the Daily Arts Department

Though short, abstract films require more thought than average theater flick
TIE

continued from page 6

Many of the subsequent films keep
close company to the structural underpinnings of “Cold Fried Chicken,” progressing their stories through tangentially connected, rapidly transitioning
images. In Dominic Angerame’s “The
Soul of Things,” this takes the form of
multi-layered, gray-scale renderings of
industrial construction and destruction, including a chilling frame of
black-and-white caution tape fluttering in the wind.
While several films delve so deeply into
the obscure as to be off-putting — Saul
Levine’s “Light Lick: Daily Camera,” for
instance — Paul Turano’s “Album Leaf”
and Kyle Glowacky’s “Ioka” stand out
as the two pictures most grounded in
discernible reality. Whether or not that
accessibility betrays some element of the
experimental label is debatable, and the
filmmakers’ willingness to borrow from
more traditional practices benefits their
work as a whole.
“Album Leaf” is noteworthy for its
earthy, natural vibrancy. Where many
of the experimental works are dragged
down by a detached, clinical vibe,

Turano deftly captures a simple portrait
of a pianist bathed in natural light and
spilling over with otherworldly radiance. His film presents a sort of hyperreality that is both grander and more
delicate than the world from whence it
came.
Similarly, “Ioka” can’t help but charm
its audience with its rustic elegance.
The documentary short is a love letter to the now-closed Ioka Theater
in Exeter, N.H., and the Bachelor of
Fine Arts thesis of Emerson student
Kyle Glowacky. “Ioka” nods to oldworld techniques like optical printing,
which layer images over one another
in a single frame. The piece strikes an
incredible balance between antiquity
and youthful nostalgia, concluding the
program exquisitely.
Unsurprisingly, the question-andanswer periods that followed the films’
presentation proved the directors to
be nearly as inscrutable as their material. Among them, the young Glowacky
communicated most directly about his
work, perhaps because he is a newcomer to the idiosyncratic, strange and
beautiful world of experimental filmmaking.

Courtesy Institute of Contemporary Art/Boston

A still from ‘Damage Control’ by Boston filmmaker Adam Paradis.
And for those newcomers keen on
dipping their toes into these dark waters,
don’t fear that the opportunity has eluded you. By all indications, the collabora-

tion between TIE and the ICA promises
to become something of an institution,
and next year’s iteration must already be
in the works.
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The Department of Romance Languages is pleased to invite you to

The 2011 Langsam Barsam Simches Lecture

“Return of the Repressed:

Study in the most
exciting, vibrant
city on Earth.
Tel Aviv University
Study Abroad Program

Italian Cinema and Holocaust Memory”
by

Millicent Marcus
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies,
Italian Department
Yale University

Monday, March 14th, 2011
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Olin Center, Room 012
Medford Campus

Undergraduate Courses:
wMiddle East Studies
wFine Arts Studies
wManagement & Economics
wLife Sciences

Graduate Programs:
wMasters in Middle Eastern History
wMasters in Conﬂict Resolution
and Mediation
wTESOL –Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages

Contact 617-627-3289 or visit
http://ase.tufts.edu/romlang for more info.
In English - Free admission - Open to the public!

www.telavivuniv.org

BIOLOGY MAJORS WEEK
The Biology Department will hold an informal
information session for students considering
Biology, Biopsychology and Biochemistry
Biology faculty will be on hand to answer questions from
prospective majors

Date: Friday, March 11th, 2011
Time: 2:00-4:00pm
Location: Barnum Elephant Lobby

Refreshments will be served
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Editorial

Tufts should sign with union contractor
Tufts’ janitors are in limbo as a
new contract negotiation could either
ensure the security of their futures
at Tufts or put their jobs in jeopardy.
Tufts is in the midst of searching for a
new janitorial services provider following the expiration of the university’s
contract with ABM Janitorial Services
over a year ago. The university’s justification for finding a new provider is to
update the current contract and come
up with one that is “more efficient,”
according to Dick Reynolds, vice president for operations.
However, the janitors and their
Service Employees International Union
(SEIU) representatives, as well as members of Jumbo Janitor Alliance ( JJA),
have expressed concern that the new
contract may not protect the wages,
conditions and rights of current janitors. This concern is particularly relevant because although university
representatives have said that they
are reviewing only union contractors,
SEIU claims that of the four providers
Tufts has requested, two are non-union
contractors. They would, thus, not be
required to honor the janitors’ current
employment conditions.
While the university has indicated its
intentions to protect the janitors’ rights,

no specific promises have been made
to ensure that, upon signing with a new
provider, janitors will not lose their jobs
or be forced to take pay cuts if they wish
to stay at Tufts. This evasive behavior
and unwillingness to make assurances
have made janitors rightfully uneasy.
Tufts’ janitors deserve protection, and
the university should pledge to maintain the janitors’ current contracts and
sign with a union provider. Reynolds
said that while the university hopes
janitors’ positions will be protected,
the decision would be made at the discretion of the new contractor. Leaving
the future of janitors’ contracts up to a
new, potentially non-union company is
unacceptable. Tufts’ janitors are members of the university community and
have formed relationships with students and administrators alike. They
have established themselves as integral
to Tufts, and they should be treated
as such. Not only is it imperative that
their jobs are secured, but their benefits
and the conditions of their employment
should not have to take a hit when Tufts
makes the transition to a new provider.
Choosing a union contractor will help
to ensure this protection.
Although both Reynolds and Director
of Public Relations Kim Thurler said

that they expect the university to seek
out union contractors, this statement
offers little comfort to janitors who are
well aware that Tufts does not have a
history of being particularly favorable
to unions on campus. The university
in 2009 began a campaign specifically
aimed at fighting efforts by employees to unionize the Tufts Employee
Association, which comprises mostly
clerical and techincal workers.
Tufts made its anti-union stance clear
in 2009, a stance that is particularly
problematic and discomforting for the
janitors, because without the protection of the SEIU, their livelihood is in
serious jeopardy. A non-union provider
would have no reason to keep current
janitors on board who do not agree to
the new company’s policies or wage and
employment conditions.
Nearly all of Tufts’ janitors have
signed a petition imploring the administration to sign with a union contractor, and the union representatives have
taken the same position. Students have
spoken out in defense of the janitors.
Now it is the administration’s turn: The
university must ensure the janitors that
their current contracts will be maintained and that Tufts will sign with a
union contractor.

a veteran. Sarcastic and disrespectful,
the article fails to acknowledge that the
mental illness and subsequent homelessness of countless veterans is, in
part, a byproduct of the attitude that
Sum presents throughout. Support and
understanding are vital for recovering
from post-traumatic stress disorder. The
majority of Vietnam veterans returning
home received no such treatment from
society. Instead, they often returned to
derision — much like that offered even
today in Mr. Sum’s article, which refers
to servicemen and -women as “agents of
death and destruction.”
Lastly, the author claims that the military exploits the lower classes, but he fails
to realize that recruits largely come from
the middle class. Mr. Sum would have
done well to perhaps seek out and talk
to the veterans among his peers here at
Tufts. In doing so, he may have garnered
a perspective decidedly different than
that conveyed throughout his column.
Many veterans are now able to pursue
a higher education due to their prior
service and some plan to return to active
duty after graduating.

In short, the military is a far cry from
a dead end. Mr. Sum also should have
acknowledged the many homosexual
soldiers who choose to serve our country not because of some misguided
desire for “assimilation” or financial
payoff, but rather because they love
our country and want to protect the
principles on which it stands. One of
these principles is an inherent respect
and tolerance for others and their life
decisions, something that seems to be
lacking in his column.
Finally, Mr. Sum supports his perspective by citing the anti-war queer activist
CAConrad, who posits that it is impossible to “both decry war and root for
DADT’s repeal.” I’ll leave the author with
a quote by Douglas MacArthur, “The soldier, above all other people, prays for
peace, for he must suffer and bear the
deepest wounds and scars of war.”

erin marshall
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
This is a response to Elisha Sum’s March
8 column, “DADT: Queer fodder.” The
article was not only offensive to homosexuals in the military, but also to servicemen and -women in general. Masking
vitriolic anti-war sentiment (which he is
entitled to have) by framing it as an LGBT
issue of consequence is self-serving and
of unsound academic practice in and
of itself. However, the general misinformation presented throughout the article
must also be addressed.
Mr. Sum uses his column to establish his
own view of the military, which he deems
an institution that perpetuates imperialism. Never mind that the military that
works for the “perpetuation of imperialism” is subject to our civilian government.
If the author has a problem with what the
military is doing, perhaps it would be more
appropriate to write articles deriding the
civilian leadership in Washington.
Furthermore, his statement that “veterans live like kings, or so I hear” is
offensive to anyone who has ever served
our country or knows someone who is

Sincerely,
Charles Finn
Class of 2011
Cadet, Army ROTC

Correction
Yesterday’s article “Boston Restaurant Week heads into full swing” mistakenly stated that the website RestaurantWeekBoston.com provided
information regarding weekend-only deals. In fact, they are not weekend-only deals, but simply Restaurant Week deals that are offered on the
weekend as well.
This error was made during the editing process and was not the fault of the writer.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position of
The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.
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Op-Ed

Israel is more than just a political debate
by

May Igawa and Natalie Milstein

An initiative launched last year by a
group of students from five American
and Canadian universities, Israel Peace
Week seeks to inform college students
about Israel’s democratic character and
efforts at forging peace with its neighbors. Israel Peace Week also strives
to highlight the multicultural, multiethnic and multi-religious aspects of
Israeli society to students who may
otherwise only associate Israel with the
turmoil of the region or who may never
even think about Israel at all. More
than 20 different campuses successfully executed the campaign last year and,
one year later, 50 campuses nationwide
have adopted the educational initiative
— including Tufts University.
Israel Peace Week is here to exemplify
how this young country — 62 years of
age and slightly smaller than the state
of New Jersey — is a thriving democracy in pursuit of peace. In order to
specialize Israel Peace Week for Tufts,
Friends of Israel (FOI) explored the
myriad democratic elements of Israeli
politics and culture, selecting those
felt to be most integral for surrounding
countries of the Middle East to adopt
today. The events this week are meant
to demonstrate to the student body
that Israel upholds the values of a pluralistic society and spearheads human
rights campaigns in the Middle East.
FOI furthermore hopes to present the
many voices that exist within Israeli
society in order to ensure that they are
fairly represented.
Israel Peace Week’s kick-off program,
“The Many Faces of Israel: EthiopianIsraelis Speak Out” brought three
Ethiopian-Israelis to share their personal stories of exodus to Israel and integration into Israeli society. Despite its size,
Israel has the highest absorption rate of
African refugees in the Middle East and
offers them citizenship, voting rights,
land-ownership rights and subsidized
housing and education, in addition to
other basic civil rights.
The Israeli government mounted Operation Moses and Operation

Solomon in 1984 and 1991, respectively, to rescue Ethiopian Jews from civil
war and famine and to bring them to
Israel. Subsequently, many Ethiopian
Jews — now Ethiopian-Israelis —
trekked across Ethiopia and Sudan,
seeking refuge in the Jewish homeland.
The Ethiopian-Israelis who came to
Tufts spoke about their own narratives,
touching upon integration into an
entirely unfamiliar society and Israel’s
efforts towards providing its citizens
with equal opportunities. Israel, like
most other democratic countries —
including the United States — still has
challenges to overcome in terms of
full integration of all citizens. But the
speakers shared how — through the
rights of minorities in Israel — they
were able to overcome lingual, cultural
and societal hurdles to become university students like us.
Tonight, Israel Peace Week presents “Israeli Democracy in the Middle
East,” with a lecture by the esteemed
Dr. Jonathan Adelman, a senior fellow
at the Foundation for the Defense of
Democracies and the doctoral dissertation advisor to former Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice. Dr. Adelman, a
professor at the Josef Korbel School of
International Studies at the University
of Denver, will provide his perspective on Israel’s role in the Middle East,
the intricacies of Israel’s democracy
and its pursuit of human rights. His
lecture will serve as an intellectual
and academic opportunity for Tufts
students to familiarize themselves with
the diverse facets of Israeli government
— especially its democratic character.
FOI considers it vital to educate students on Israel’s history of compounded commitment to peace. Dr. Adelman
will highlight the significant and often
painful concessions — both successful and unsuccessful — that Israel has
made in the hopes of lasting peace.
From Israel’s acceptance of the United
Nations’ declaration of “one Jewish and
one Arab state” in 1948 to its peace
treaty with Egypt in 1979 to more recent
history, such as the peace accords and
Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from Gaza

Danai Macridi/TuftsDaily

in 2005, FOI is committed to providing
the Tufts community with an honest
and complex representation of Israel.
FOI hopes Dr. Adelman’s presentation
will engage students and inspire them
to ask questions about the manner in
which Israel’s democracy and peace
efforts operate in the context of the
Middle East.
Lastly, FOI invites the Tufts community to delve into the complicated love
story of Palestinian Ashraf and Israeli
Noam in the popular Israeli movie “The
Bubble” (2006). The film highlights
Israel’s flourishing and state-protected
gay scene. For example, the movie displays Israel’s full inclusion of openly gay soldiers in the Israeli Defense
Forces — an action that has yet to be
fully implemented in the United States

Armed Forces today. The movie also
serves to demonstrate grassroots activity in Israel toward coexistence with
Palestinians and towards Palestinian
rights. “The Bubble” captures the
human aspect of the difficult realities
of Israeli society as Ashraf, Noam and
their friends are faced with questions
of identity and loyalty.
FOI encourages the student body
to partake in Israel Peace Week, ask
questions and ultimately gain a better
understanding of Israel.
May Igawa is a sophomore who has not yet
declared a major. She is secretary of Friends
of Israel. Natalie Milstein is a sophomore
majoring in Middle Eastern studies. She is
vice president of Friends of Israel.

Off the Hill | Washington State University

Thanks, Westboro
by

Caleb Palmquist

The Daily Evergreen

I like the Westboro Baptist Church.
No, I do not agree with their beliefs, I
do not hate gay people and I certainly do
not think protesting at military funerals is
a good idea. In fact, I think the Westboro
Baptist Church and everything its members stand for is morally detestable.

However, it has done our country an
invaluable service. When the Supreme
Court ruled last week that the church’s
funeral protests were protected under the
First Amendment, it took an important step
in defending our constitutional rights.
The rights we have as U.S. citizens do
not exist to protect us only sometimes or
to protect only the people we like. There
is no provision in the First Amendment

MCT

that says it only applies as long as the
speech in question is not offensive to us.
By upholding the Westboro Baptist
Church’s First Amendment right, the
Supreme Court sent a message that
freedom and equality are real forces in
America — not just […] words that we
use to make ourselves feel good.
It is moments like these, rare as
they are, that make me proud to be an
American. In moments like these I can
believe the men and women appointed
to make tough decisions in our country
actually believe in the Constitution. I
can believe they are ready to defend it,
even if it means allowing hate-mongers
like the Westboro Baptist Church to continue operating.
As much as groups like the Westboro
Baptist Church offend and disgust us,
it is those people who push ethical limits and give us the chance to prove the
principles set down in our Constitution
are more than just words. For that, they
deserve praise. Thank you, Westboro
Baptist Church.
In Voltaire’s “Essay on Tolerance,” he
said, “Think for yourselves and let others enjoy the privilege to do so too.”
This sentiment was later paraphrased
in Evelyn Beatrice Hall’s “Friends of
Voltaire” as, “I disapprove of what you
say, but I will defend to the death your
right to say it.” Voltaire would have been
proud of the Supreme Court’s decision
last week.
Some would say the decision is a slippery slope. If we allow Westboro to protest at military funerals, soon all kinds of
private events could be open targets for
groups looking for attention.
These fears are not totally unfounded.

The Westboro Baptist Church has promised to quadruple its number of funeral
protests after the Supreme Court ruling,
according to the Huffington Post. Still,
this is no reason to exclude perfectly
law-abiding citizens from their constitutional rights.
The attention-seeking antics of the
Westboro Baptist Church have caused
quite a stir lately. Even everyone’s favorite Internet entity, Anonymous, briefly
became involved. The [organization],
which has often been used to attack organizations like the Church of Scientology
and other groups deemed to be acting
immorally, was associated with an attack
on Westboro’s website last month.
Anonymous came under some criticism for the attack, as it contradicts
previous statements by Anonymous
members who claim to defend freedom of speech. I would caution against
taking anything Anonymous does too
seriously, as it has been traditionally
used to pull pranks purely for entertainment, or “for the lulz.” Ultimately,
the Westboro Baptist Church functions
mainly to attract attention to its outrageous antics. And surprise, Westboro is
good at it. At risk of appearing hypocritical, I would advise the best way to combat the actions of Westboro is to ignore
them. Westboro’s fuel is the media and
the people’s outrage.
Still, for now the church has performed an important function. It has
served to test our commitment to constitutional ideologies; a test we passed
with flying colors.
If I had a message for the Westboro
Baptist Church it would be this: Thank
you. Now please, please, shut the hell up.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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SUDOKU
Level: Being master of your domain

wednesday’s Solution

Wednesday’s Solution

Late Night at the Daily

Ben G: “You’re not a minor if you
don’t mention you’re a minor.”

Please recycle this Daily.

Prevent Spring
Break-Ins
o Make sure to lock your room windows and doors
before leaving for vacation
o Secure your valuables
o If you are not leaving for break, keep a watchful
eye on your residence hall and report suspicious
persons are circumstances to the Tufts Police!
o Have a safe and happy vacation!

EMERGENCY
Police - Fire –Medical

FROM AN OFF CAMPUS OR CELL PHONE Dial:
(617) 627-6911
FROM ANY CAMPUS PHONE Dial :

X66911
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Housing
4 and 6 BR Near Tufts
Next to Campus! Will not last 4
and 6 BR units Great condition!
Free washer/dryer! Parking included. Sunny! Avail 6/1/11 to 5/31/12
call or text (617) 217-1239.

Housing
1 Bedroom Apartment
Gorgeous 1 Bed Apartment.
2 Blocks to Tufts, Large Sunny
Rooms, New Bathroom & Kitchen,
Refinished Hardwood Floor, Huge
Thermal Pane Designer Windows.
Off Street Parking available
09/01/11. Amazing Apartment No
Fees. $1,000. Contact (781)3964675
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Sports

Housing

Wanted

UPLAND RD, 1 BLOCK FROM
CAMPUS
All renovated: e-in kitchen with
d/w, modern c.t. bath, hardwood
floors, new windows, efficient
heating by gas, coin-op w/d, front/
rear porches, parking for 3 cars. No
pets. Rent is $680/person, without
utilities. First, last and partial security deposit required. Call Nick 617230-0215 or email nickkondilis@
yahoo.com

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Become a California Cryobank
donor and earn up to $1,200/
month, receive free health and
infectious disease testing, and
help people fulfill their dreams
of starting a family. Convenient
Cambridge location. Apply online:
SPERMBANK.com

-

-

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Lakers, Spurs are top contenders in Western Conference
INSIDE NBA

continued from page 15

complete, they should have little
trouble reaching the conference
finals to face the Celtics.
Pretenders:

3. Miami Heat (43-20)
Cue Tom Hanks — “There’s no
crying in [basketball].” The Heat
cannot be taken seriously after
going 0-6 against the Bulls and
Celtics this season, especially
since their playoff path will most
likely go through both teams.
4. Orlando Magic (40-24)
Dwight Howard is doing
his best Derrick Rose impression by putting the Magic on
his broad shoulders. However,
after Howard’s 23.1 points per
game, the next leading scorer
in Orlando is Jason Richardson,
who is putting up a measly 14
per contest. The Magic simply
do not have enough firepower
to hang with the top teams in
the East.
5. Atlanta Hawks (37-26)
Losers of two straight and
eight of their last 12, the Hawks
should be easy bait for whoever
draws them in the first round.

6. New York Knicks (33-29)
A 3-6 matchup of the Heat and
Knicks in the first round would
be exciting on so many levels,
and the Knicks could very well
come out on top in that series.
They possess a Big Three that
has the swagger and confidence
to go toe-to-toe with anyone,
yet after Amar’e Stoudemire,
Carmelo Anthony and Chauncey
Billups, the team falls off. Look
back to the Celtics of 2007-2008.
They had a Big Three primed to
win, but it was the unsung heroes
like P.J. Brown, Sam Cassell and
Leon Powe that won decisive
playoff games. The Knicks don’t
have those types of guys on the
roster.
Sneaky Pesky Sleeper:
7. Philadelphia 76ers (32-30)
After starting 13-21, the 76ers
have gone 19-9 since. Elton
Brand has come alive and Andre
Iguodala has posted two tripledoubles in the past six games.
They have interesting pieces and play with high energy.
While they’ll be hard-pressed to
unseat the top dogs in the East,
they could be a difficult out in
round one.

Western Conference
Contenders:

1. Los Angeles Lakers (45-19)
Like the Celtics last year, the
Lakers have decided to just now
start their 2010-11 season —
with ten weeks left. Winners of
all seven games since the AllStar break, including victories
over the Spurs and Thunder, Los
Angeles has hopped into playoff mode and should be playing
hard every night for the rest of
the season.
2. San Antonio Spurs (51-12)
The Spurs have quietly put
together the NBA’s best record,
despite not having a single player
who averages over 18 points per
game. Coach Gregg Popovich’s
squad’s relentlessly efficient and
technical style of play has allowed
this aged roster to manufacture
win after win, which bodes well for
their playoff chances as the games
slow down and each possession is
exponentially more important.
3. Dallas Mavericks (46-17)
Discounting the nine games
Dirk Nowitzki missed due to
injury, the Mavericks are 44-10.

Why wait till graduation
to start going places?

With Dirk playing as well as ever,
and the French speedster Roddy
Beaubois almost fully healed
from an ankle injury that saw
him miss 60-plus games, the
Mavs are poised to make a deep
run in the West.

Wallace gives the Blazers another
elite athlete who can rebound
and defend multiple positions.
However, even with LaMarcus
Aldridge raising his game to a
much higher level, the Blazers
lack an elite scorer.

4. Oklahoma City Thunder (3923)
Quite possibly the NBA’s most
patient and poised GM, Sam
Presti saw the lay of the land of
the West and finally decided to
make a trade that could catapult
the Thunder into the upper echelon of the league. Acquiring center Kendrick Perkins filled the one
glaring hole of the league’s most
exciting young team. With two of
the top 15 players in the league
in Kevin Durant and Russell
Westbrook, and now an anchor
in the middle of the defense, the
Thunder are no longer too young
and too inexperienced to contend
— they are legit.

6. New Orleans Hornets (37-29)
Chris Paul and his giant knee
brace can only do so much.
Especially now, with Paul facing
an extended absence due to a
concussion, the Hornets won’t
make it out of the first round.

Pretenders:
5. Portland Trailblazers (36-27)
Perhaps the slyest move of the
trade deadline was Portland’s
acquisition of Gerald Wallace
from the Bobcats for two reserves
and a first-round draft pick.

7. Memphis Grizzlies (36-29)
What a roller coaster of a
season the Grizz have had.
Somehow, between fights and
suspensions, this team has managed to sneak its way into the
playoff race. In their past four
games, they have gone 3-1, beating the Spurs, Mavs and Thunder.
Memphis has size in the paint in
Zach Randolph and Marc Gasol,
athletic scorers in O.J. Mayo and
Mike Conley, and nasty defensive
stoppers in Tony Allen and Shane
Battier. The Grizz may not win
the title, but they’ll stick around
long enough to bother a top seed
in the first round.

For Notre Dame, depth may be an issue
INSIDE NCAA

continued from page 16

guard Scott Martin shoot better than 45
percent from the field. They also rarely
turn over the ball, and their low assistto-turnover ratio combined with their
accurate shooting has to rank them
third in Ken Pomeroy’s adjusted offensive efficiency ratings, known throughout the college basketball world as the
best indicator of offensive play.
If there is one Achilles’ heel for the
Irish, it is their bench. Coach Mike Brey
runs a seven-man rotation, and only
freshman Eric Atkins makes significant
contributions as a sixth man. In the
team’s five losses, Notre Dame scored
fewer than 30 points in the second
halves of three of them — including just
18 points against Kentucky — a sign

that that perhaps they do not have the
depth needed for a tournament run.
Still, the experience of their players is
a big advantage. No team will be more
poised come tourney time than the
senior-led Irish, who went to overtime
twice this year — against Georgia and
Louisville — and came away with wins
in both games.
With a pair of wins in the early rounds
of this weekend’s Big East tournament,
Notre Dame will break the school record
for wins, previously held by Digger
Phelps’ 1973-1974 squad. With a couple
of more wins, the Irish could then take
one of the four No. 1 seeds for this year’s
NCAA tournament. But as the team
begins its trip toward the Final Four in
Houston, Texas, one thing is sure: The
nation will have to take notice.

Bruins’ Thomas among best in NHL
INSIDE NHL

continued from page 15
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defenseman Boris Valabik from Atlanta
for good measure.
One other guy who wasn’t in the
locker room last year is rookie winger
Tyler Seguin, who has chipped in 11
goals this year.
So what does all this mean for the Bruins
when the playoffs roll around? In some
ways it’s too early to say. After Tuesday
night, they led the Northeast Division by a
scant three points. But at a time when the
Flyers are stumbling slightly, the Bruins
could very well end up with the number
one seed down the stretch.
The Bruins have a relatively favorable slate of games left, playing nine
of 16 games at home. Only a handful of
those — one each against Philadelphia
and Chicago and two against the New
York Rangers — are against formidable
opposition.
Boston has what it takes to make
a deep playoff run, and that starts in
goal. A “hot” goalie can be the difference between a first-round exit and a
trip to the finals, and Thomas, who will
almost certainly be a Vezina Trophy

candidate, is everything a playoff team
could want.
Of course, there is still room for
improvement in Beantown. Tuesday’s
game revealed a couple weaknesses
in the Bruins’ armor. Down early in
a hostile environment (Montreal’s
21,000-plus-seat Bell Centre is one of
the most difficult places to play hockey) the team just couldn’t seem to generate any offense when faced with an
early deficit.
Furthermore, a questionable — but
unquestionably scary — Chara hit on
Montreal’s Max Pacioretty resulted in
Chara’s ejection. Discipline is crucial
to a playoff run, and intentional or
not, the Bruins will have to leave this
type of behavior behind if they expect
to go far.
Ultimately, thanks to some shrewd
trades, brilliant goaltending, and veteran leadership, the Bruins have all
the pieces of the puzzle — and they’re
doing it all without their top center
Savard. Time will tell if they can translate this into playoff success, but they’ll
be a tough team to bet against come
mid-April.
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Jumbos begin season on Saturday at Amherst, hope to improve on defense
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
continued from page 16

Kelly Hyland. Juniors Sterling Champion,
Emily Pillemer, Kelly Cakert and last
year’s second leading point-scorer Casey
Egan will command the fast midfield.
After getting blown out by Stonehill
in the first of their two preseason scrimmages — granted, it was the team’s first
time playing outside — the Jumbos have
centered their focus on transitions and
possession in the midfield.
“Since we’ve been able to get outside
and use the big space, we’ve been working on transitions — the attack players
playing defense when they lose the ball
and defense trying to get the ball out

when we cause a turnover,” Tzipori said.
“That’s been our big focus, because it’s
all about who controls the ball and you
always have to get it through the midfield
at some point.”
Although there are only three seniors
on the roster, the Jumbos are by no
means inexperienced. The team’s nine
juniors have all enjoyed considerable
playing time in their past two seasons
and they have taken a palpable leadership role this season.
“Our junior class is really big, so I
think for us not to be stepping up and
talking a lot would be ridiculous,” Lotz
said. “Because we’re a very close team,
there’s not any hostility or awkward-

ness about someone who’s not a senior
speaking up.”
Tzipori explained that clashes among
teammates cast a shadow on last year’s
late-season play, but that morale and
team chemistry are now as high as ever.
“There was a lot of conflict in our team
last year and there was a lot of bitterness
[after the playoff loss to Amherst], but that
hasn’t carried over [to this season] at all,”
Tzipori said. “Everyone has a great attitude because all that bitterness is behind
us, and we feel like we can go anywhere
this season because we all get along so
well and everyone’s playing so well.”
The Jumbos, who last year went 6-3
in the NESCAC, will immediately be put

to the test on Saturday as they begin
the season on the same turf where their
2010 campaign ended — the Lord Jeffs’
Gooding Field. Then, on March 18, the
Jumbos will travel to Colby, the site of
another 2010 defeat. In spite of its daunting early-season schedule, the team
is embracing the challenge of playing
against top NESCAC competition.
“Everyone is excited to play Amherst
because they beat us twice last year, and
Colby is always a huge game,” Tzipori
said. “There hasn’t been any unease.
Everyone’s focused at practice and everyone seems to be in a good place about the
season, so I guess we’ll just have to see
how it goes.”

With Tufts and Trinity, Colby and Bowdoin likely contenders for championship
inside nescac

before downing Colby in the final.
As the No. 7 seed, they played on
the road all three times and erased
second-half deficits of four and
five goals against Bowdoin and
Trinity, respectively. Yet Williams
had a mediocre regular season,
finishing 4-5 in the NESCAC and
scoring just 86 goals in nine conference games while allowing 91. It
will likely struggle to go on another
miracle run this time around.

continued from page 16

low 66 times in nine NESCAC
games, making them the only
team in the top six to have a negative goal difference. Fortunately
for the Jeffs, their top three pointgetters are returning, but it may
not be enough in a conference
where four teams scored at least
102 goals in NESCAC games last
season. But if junior goalkeeper
Lamia Harik and senior co-captain defenseman Liz Foye can
keep the defense sharp, there’s no
reason why Amherst can’t secure
a decent seed for the conference
championship.

Middlebury
Panthers:
Middlebury was somewhat of
an enigma last year, posting a
plus-21 goal difference but only
capturing the 6th seed, finishing one game behind a group of
four teams who finished 6-3 in
the NESCAC. However, this year
should be another solid season
for the Panthers, who will rely on
a developing sophomore class

Maybe, but not likely

Andrew Morgenthaler/Tufts Daily

Tufts attacker Lara Kozin leads a talented group of juniors looking to break through and win a NESCAC title.
that includes midfielder Margaret
Souther, who managed 24 goals
last season. Still, Middlebury will
be hurt by the departure of leading
goal-scorer Dana Heritage, so look

for the Panthers to take up their
familiar post between fifth and
seventh in the league standings.
Williams Ephs: The Ephs went

TAKE YOUR PROFESSOR TO LUNCH DURING MAJORS WEEK

MARCH 7—11 2011
Ask your favorite or soon to be favorite teacher to lunch at Carmichael or DewickMacPhie Halls and SPIRIT will foot the bill. More information will be provided in an
email to all undergraduates.

on one of the greatest runs in
NESCAC women’s lacrosse history
last year to capture their first conference title, beating both Bowdoin
and Trinity in dramatic fashion

Bates Bobcats: Bates posted a
3-6 conference record last season
and captured the last spot in the
NESCAC tournament. The Bobcats
are led by a core group of upperclassmen, most notably All-American
junior midfielder Jenna Dannis,
who scored 25 goals last season, and
junior attackman Joan O’Neill, who
was named to the IWLCA all-region
team while scoring 38 goals. Despite
last season’s struggles, the Bobcats
could be poised for improvement
and will surely be targeting a top-six
finish in the league this season.

2011-2012 FINANCIAL AID
DEADLINE
April 15th!!

MAJORS WEEK OPEN HOUSES

March 2

Sociology Department

Reception
12:00-1:20 pm
East Hall Lounge

March 8

History Department

March 7

American Studies Major
Information Session
12:00-1:00 pm
Eaton 202

English Department
Meet the faculty
12:00-1:15 pm
East Hall Lounge

Geology

Open House
Open Block
Lane Hall Room 7

German Studies Open House
12:00-1:30 pm
German House
21 Whitfield Road

Department of Religion
12:00 pm
Eaton Hall, 3rd Floor

Psychology Dept
Open House
12:00-1:30pm
1st floor Conf Room
490 Boston Ave
Romance Languages
Major’s Day Event
12:00-1:30 pm
Olin Center, 2nd Floor

12:00-1:15 pm
124 Eaton Hall

Physics Department
Open House
7:00 pm
Robinson 251

March 9

Chemistry Department

Info Session
12:00-1:15 pm
Pearson Chemistry Building
Room P112

Breakfast with IR
9:30-10:30 am
Cabot Mezzanine

Mathematics Department
4:00-5:00 pm
Dept Conference Room
Bromfield-Pearson

Political Science Department
12:00 pm
Eaton Hall Room 206

March 10

Department of Anthropology
4:30 pm
Eaton Hall, 3rd Floor

Community Health
Open House
12:00-3:00 pm
112 Packard Avenue

Philosophy
5:45-6:00 pm
Miner Hall, 2nd Floor

Undergraduate Requirements:
FAFSA
CSS Profile
IDOC

http://www.fafsa.gov
https://profileonline.collegeboard.com
http://idoc.collegeboard.com

REAL Students: Submit the FAFSA, your 2010 Federal Income Taxes,
W2s & the REAL Application directly to the Financial Aid Office.
International Students: Submit the International Financial Aid Form &
copies of your parents’ income documentation directly to the Financial
Aid Office.
Graduate Students: Submit the FAFSA by May 1st if you wish to be
considered for federal work study in addition to loans. Please contact
your individual school/department regarding grant aid requirements.

Need help? Have questions?
Drop-in Hours
Every Thursday from 2-5pm
Financial Aid Office, Dowling Hall
For further information go to:
http://uss.tufts.edu/finaid/apply/
Questions? Please contact Student Services at 617-627-2000 or studentservices@tufts.edu
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Inside the NBA

Sorting out the contenders and pretenders
Despite late start for both, Celtics, Lakers the favorites so far
by

Alex Arthur

Daily Staff Writer

With the NBA regular season winding
down, it is time to check out the playoff
races with long-overdue Power Rankings.
Here, the Daily breaks down the contenders and pretenders of each conference,
along with two sleeper teams that could
make serious noise during the upcoming
playoffs.

Contenders:
1. Boston Celtics (46-15)
The Cs have found a way to elude
the perils of their collective old age and
have maintained strong play throughout
the entire season, despite injuries to
key players. Currently, Boston holds first
place in the East and is 9-2 against the
four next-best teams in their conference,
including an impressive 3-0 mark against
the Miami Heat. One of the Celtics’ biggest strengths, however, has turned into
one of their biggest weaknesses: Boston
now lacks quality depth at the center
position. Trading away Kendrick Perkins
at the trade deadline for Thunder forward Jeff Green has left the Cs with Shaq,
Jermaine O’Neal and Nenad Kristic in
the middle — a frontline that could get
them through the East, but one that
doesn’t strike fear into the hearts of the
West’s best.

see INSIDE NBA, page 13

MCT

Magic center Dwight Howard has carried Orlando all season. But are the Magic consistent
enough to show some postseason wizardry?

Inside the NHL

Once again, Bruins look strong for playoffs
by

Matt Repka

Daily Editorial Board

There are 82 games in the NHL regular season, a grueling process filled
with its own unique ups and downs.
Injuries and illnesses, winning and losing streaks, long road trips — it is quite
an accomplishment just to make it to
the end of a season.
But, of course, regular season success is not the priority for the league’s
top teams. What truly matters are the
games that follow the 82-game slate
— the Stanley Cup playoffs, which can
be even more demanding than those
games precededing it.
With only a month remaining in the
season, now is the time for teams to
reach their peak form. In the Eastern
Conference, the Boston Bruins are
doing just that.
The Bruins started the season with
a lot of questions swirling around the
team. All-star goaltender Tim Thomas,
whom the Bruins had signed to a
multi-million dollar deal, was coming off a lackluster season. Top center
Marc Savard, felled by a blindside hit
from Pittsburgh Penguins winger Matt
Cooke the previous season, had tried
to make his return in the playoffs only
to see his post-concussion symptoms
worsen to the point where he could
not play.
And, of course, there was the lingering psychological trauma of last
year’s playoffs — the Bruins made
the Eastern Conference finals only
to blow a 3-0 lead in a best-of-seven
series to the Philadelphia Flyers, the
eventual Cup runners-up. The Bruins’
epic meltdown marked only the fourth
3-0 collapse in modern professional
sports history.
But this year’s Bruins look like they
have the character and toughness to

Who will
win the
Premier
League?

U

Eastern Conference

2. Chicago Bulls (44-18)
Despite the fact that Carlos Boozer
and Joakim Noah have missed 22 and 33
games, respectively, for the Bulls this season, and that Chicago’s starting shooting
guard, Keith Bogans, averages 3.9 points
per game, the Bulls still sit comfortably
in second place in the conference after
knocking off the Heat for the third time
this season. Derrick Rose has put on a
Herculean effort to carry the Bulls thus
far, and now that the team is healthy and

David McIntyre | The Beautiful Game

MCT

Bruins goaltender Tim Thomas is heating up at just the right time for Boston to make a
playoff push.
go deep into the playoffs again. They’re
still savoring the buzz of a 6-0-0 road
trip and were 7-0-1 in their last eight
before a regulation loss to the Montreal
Canadiens Tuesday night. That streak
has propelled them to the top of the
Northeast Division and second place
in the conference.
At 22-8-4, the Bruins own the NHL’s
best road record, and they also boast a
high-octane offense that has scored 200
goals, the second-most in the East.
So why the turnaround?
To start, Tim Thomas is back in a big
way. He again leads the NHL in both
major goaltending categories, goals
against average (1.97) and save percentage (an unbelievable .939). This

is unquestionably a big reason the
Bruins own the second-best goal differential in the league.
A few roster moves are another reason the the Bruins are primed for a
playoff push. The addition of defenseman Tomas Kaberle, the former Toronto
Maple Leaf, will vastly improve Boston’s
play in front of Thomas. Kaberle comes
at the cost of winger Blake Wheeler
and defenseman Mark Stuart, who were
moved to Atlanta in order to get the
high-priced Kaberle under the salary
cap. But general manager Peter Chiarelli
clearly felt it was worth it — and the
Bruins got forward Rich Peverley and
see INSIDE NHL, page 13

nlike in the last few years,
a legitimate title race has
begun to shape up in the
English Premier League, with
Manchester United looking to hang
onto the top spot and ride the challenges of Arsenal, Manchester City and
Chelsea.
In some ways, it’s incredible that
Man. United has been able to stay in
first place for this long. With the Wayne
Rooney saga eating up much of the
start of the season, the Red Devils have
used a mix of timely goals, incredible
individual performances and a little
luck to dominate most of the league
this season. In fact, it did not lose a
single game in the league until the 24th
game of the season (a 1-2 defeat at the
hands of Wolves).
Many pundits and fans alike, though,
have said throughout the season that
Man. United really has not been that
good. It seems to always get the critical
goal or a fortunate call from the referee to save it from losses and draws.
The fact remains that if Rooney (and/
or Berbatov) does not score, the team
struggles mightily to find other sources
of goals. Nowhere was that shown more
than in its two most recent games: a
tough 1-2 loss against Chelsea and a
blowout 1-3 defeat against Liverpool.
Those losses left them just three
points clear of Arsenal, but if Arsenal
wins its game in hand, the two sides will
be tied in points with just nine games
to go. The Gunners have almost been
the opposite of the Red Devils this season — Arsene Wenger’s club has blown
numerous leads, most egregiously a
4-0 halftime lead against Newcastle (it
drew the game 4-4).
But in my mind, Arsenal has a distinct advantage over Manchester
United in the title race simply because
it has many more players with offensive
ability. If Robin Van Persie is healthy
(which is hardly a guarantee), then it
has a player who is among the best
finishers in the world (if Arsenal had
him for this weekend’s 0-0 draw against
Sunderland, I have no doubt that it
would have won that game by several
goals).
But if he is out, Arsenal also has
players like Marouane Chamakh and
Nicklas Bendtner who can step in and
at least give the team a steady presence
up front. United, on the other hand,
has been forced to call on players like
Gabriel Obertan and Michael Owen
when it needs a replacement up front
— hardly names that inspire a great
deal of confidence.
As for the other clubs, Chelsea and
Manchester City could be just six and
seven points behind Manchester United
if they win their remaining games.
Neither of these clubs, however, have
a reasonable chance of winning the
title.
No matter how many scarves Roberto
Mancini wears on the sidelines, Man.
City is still just an amalgamation of
high-priced, occasionally misfiring
stars, not a cohesive team (and the suspension of Kolo Toure did little to help
the problem). Chelsea, meanwhile,
even with its purchases of David Luiz
and Fernando Torres, will not be able
to overcome its aging roster. The era
of the Mourinho group (Cech-TerryLampard-Drogba) is over.
In the end, I’m going with Arsenal to
win the title, but I wouldn’t be shocked
to see the title go down to the last game
of the season. If it does, any of the four
clubs would be deserving of the trophy, but unfortunately, only one team’s
name can get engraved on that silver
cup.

David McIntyre is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
David.McIntyre@tufts.edu.
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Women’s lacrosse

Colby dominance less absolute, wide-open season kicks off
Tufts must bounce back from tough end to 2010
by

Aaron Leibowitz

Daily Editorial Board

After an 11-4 season that ended with
a NESCAC quarterfinal loss to Amherst,
the women’s lacrosse team hopes for continued regular season success in its 2011
campaign, as well as a drive further into
the conference tournament.
Tufts is just two years removed from
an NCAA Elite Eight appearance and has
since graduated its top two goal-scorers — Emily Johnson (LA ’10) and Jenna
Abelli (E ’10) — as well as First-Team AllAmerican midfielder Alyssa Kopp (LA ’10).
The Jumbos, however, believe they have
the pieces necessary to win this year.
“There are so many returning players,” junior defendman Katie Lotz said.
“Everyone knows their position and
knows what they’re supposed to do.”
The Jumbos began preseason practices
expecting to boast a defense led by the
team’s three senior tri-captains, defendmen Yael Tzipori and Lily Colahan and
goalie Sara Bloom. Colahan, however,

on Feb. 19 tore ligaments in her leg in a
scrimmage against Stonehill College. Her
recovery from surgery is likely to keep her
out of much, if not all, of the season, leaving a huge hole in the Jumbos’ signature
zone defense.
Six players patrol different areas
in this defensive system, relying on
communication to cover attackmen.
Colahan was crucial to this process, so
other defensive players will have to step
up in her absence.
“We’re trying to get [the defense]
back to the kind of unified way it was
running two years ago,” Tzipori said. “It
requires a lot of communication, and
people have to be able to see everything
at the same time, but when it works, it
works very well.”
Primarily Juniors will run the attack
and midfield. The attack features the versatile Third-Team All-American Steph
Perez, last year’s third leading point-scorer Lara Kozin and aggressive attacker
see WOMEN’S LACROSSE, page 14

Andrew Morgenthaler/ Tufts Daily

Junior Casey Egan, the Jumbos’ second-highest scorer last season, will have an even larger
role with the team this year.

Trinity, Tufts top field of NESCAC contenders
by

David McIntyre

Daily Editorial Board

Over the past four seasons, one squad
has dominated the NESCAC women’s
lacrosse scene: the Colby Mules, who have
reached the conference championship
game in each of the last four years, winning the title in 2008 and 2009. However,
in last year’s tournament, the Mules were
upset by the Williams Ephs in the final —
Williams’ first ever NESCAC title.
Despite Colby’s success in the conference tournament, seven of the ten teams
finished last year with an overall winning
record, making women’s lacrosse one of the
most competitive sports in the NESCAC.
The contenders

Trinity Bantams: Trinity will be looking
to build on a strong 2010 campaign, which
saw it post a 7-2 conference record and
claim the regular season NESCAC title by
one game. However, Trinity was upset in
heartbreaking fashion in the conference
tournament, losing 11-10 to No. 7 Williams
in the semifinals. The Bantams went on to
reach the NCAA quarterfinals.
Trinity will begin the new season ranked
No. 7 in the preseason Intercollegiate
Women’s Lacrosse Coaches Association
(IWLCA) poll and with every reason to be
confident in a NESCAC repeat. Though the
Bantams will sorely miss the leadership of
attackman Kristin Phelps, who graduated
after last season, they have a pool of young
talent to draw from, including sophomore
midfielder Meghan Leonard, who notched
32 goals last year. Trinity will also look
to senior attackman Caitlin Irvine, who
scored a team-leading 42 goals last season, to lead it back to the summit of the
NESCAC.
Tufts Jumbos: In 2010, the Jumbos were
kept afloat by their prolific offense, as they
led the NESCAC in almost every offensive
category — goals, assists, points and shots
— in conference games. However, Tufts
will need to improve on its somewhat
lackluster defense, which allowed the third
most goals in the conference last season, if

they hope to finish the regular season as
the NESCAC’s number-one seed.
The Jumbos will also have to compensate for the loss of defenseman Alyssa
Kopp (LA ’10), who was named a FirstTeam All-American last season. Senior tricaptains, defensemen Lily Colahan and
Yael Tzipori and goalie Sara Bloom, will
try to lead a young squad to the top of the
league, a task made more difficult by the
fact that Colahan may be out for the season with an injury.
Colby Mules: The Mules have enjoyed
an unprecedented run of success under
coach Karen MacCrate Henning, having
made the NESCAC championship game
in each of the last four years despite not
earning the No. 1 seed in any of those
tournaments. Look for junior midfielder
Claire Donegan to spearhead a quick
Mules attack, with senior goalie Sarah
Warnke leading a defense that was solid
last season.
Bowdoin Polar Bears: Bowdoin also
fell victim to the rampaging Ephs last year,
losing a thrilling 14-12 game in the quarterfinals of the conference tournament.
However, Bowdoin finished the regular
season strongly and had a conference
record of 6-3. It will be looking to senior
co-captain midfielders Ingrid Oelschlager
and Katy Dissinger to improve on the
Polar Bears’ best conference record since
2006. Junior attackman Liz Clegg will also
try to lead the offense and boost her
35-goal output in 2010. After several years
of struggles, don’t be surprised to see the
Polar Bears among the league leaders at
the end of the year.
On the brink
Amherst Lord Jeffs: Without question,
the Lord Jeffs represented the counterpart
to Tufts last year — they were the defensive specialists, allowing just 69 goals
over the course of the conference regular season. However, they were woefully
weak on offense, scoring a conferencesee INSIDE NESCAC, page 14

INSIDE NCAA Basketball

As other teams shuffle, Notre Dame is sleeper for Big East title

After moving up and down the rankings all season, the Fighting Irish sit unnoticed at No. 4
by

Ethan Sturm

Daily Editorial Board

As the season has progressed,
the title of tournament favorite has been passed around in
seemingly endless fashion. Duke
started out as the chosen team,
but it lost its best player, Kyrie
Irving, and looked far from elite
while getting pounded by St.
Johns. The University of Kansas
tried on the mantle, but then
lost by 16 at rival Kansas State.
Even mid-majors Brigham
Young University (BYU) and San
Diego State made their way into
the argument, but the Cougars
shot themselves in the foot by
dismissing Brandon Davies,
while the Aztecs no longer had
any right to talk after losing to
BYU twice.
The picture is not much
clearer today than it was three
months ago. But out of the haze
has appeared a team that has
risen through the ranks so quietly that even with their fresh
No. 4 ranking, they remain
under the radar. That team is
the Notre Dame Fighting Irish,
and anyone planning on filling
out a bracket next week should
take notice.
In a fitting microcosm of the

season they had in store, Notre
Dame was picked on Big East
media day to finish seventh in
the conference, despite coming within two points of the
Big East Championship Game
in 2009-2010 and featuring five
seniors as their starting lineup.
The Irish were not fazed, starting off the season with eight
straight wins — including a preseason title at the Old Spice
Classic, during which they beat
a pair of tournament favorites
in Wisconsin and Georgia.
After a stumble against
Kentucky, Notre Dame regained
its form and cruised into Big
East play at 11-1. But early on
in the conference slate, the
Irish could not get it done on
the road, losing at Syracuse,
Marquette and St. John’s. The
critics were quick to bury them
in the rankings, dropping them
back down to No. 16 despite a
host of quality victories.
Once again, the team came
back and proved everyone
wrong. Since the loss to St.
John’s, the Irish have taken 11 of
12 games, including road wins
over No. 2 Pittsburgh and No.
21 Connecticut, silencing any
remaining doubters. Arguably
no team in the country is hotter

than Notre Dame heading into
the Big East Tournament, and if
they can carry that momentum
into March Madness, the rest of
the nation better be prepared.
Yet at no point have the Irish
been considered the best team
in their conference. Even while
Notre Dame has been streaking
down the stretch, the headlines
have all been focused on the rise
of St. John’s up the standings.
The media have not focused on
the true underdog story of the
Big East.
It should come as no surprise
that the nation’s most-underrated team also happens to
have the nation’s most-underrated player. Senior guard Ben
Hansbrough, younger brother
of Indiana Pacer and ex-Tar
Heel Tyler Hansbrough, has
almost silently put together a
player-of-the-year quality season in the country’s most difficult conference.
A quick comparison with
Player of the Year front-runner,
BYU’s senior guard Jimmer
Fredette, tells the story. While
Fredette leads in points per
game (27.9 points per game versus 18.5), Hansbrough shoots
at a higher clip from both the
field (49.2 percent versus 45.5)
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Notre Dame senior guard Ben Hansbrough is putting up huge numbers
for the Fighting Irish, a pesky team come the NCAA Tournament.
and beyond the arc (45.1 percent versus 40.4) while putting
together a much stronger assistto-turnover ratio (1.80 assists
per turnover versus Fredette’s
1.25). The only thing that truly
sets Fredette apart is throwing

up more shots.
But the Irish are no one-man
show. All five starters for Notre
Dame average at least nine
points per game, and all but
see INSIDE NCAA, page 13

