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EDITORIAL 

No on Unfdir and Dieeriminatory Taxes 
No on Proposition 99 

Pmpos i t ion  99 s ing lea  out one group of Ca l i fo rn ians  for a 

staggering 250% t a x  increase  -- and t h a t ' s  just not f a i r .  

Worse, the tax imposed by Pmpoai t ion  99 is  extremely 

" reqress ive , "  moaning it w i l l  have t h e  biggest impact on those  

who can l e a s t  a f ford  t a  pay -- working fami l i es ,  the  poor a n d  

people l i v i n g  on f i x e d  incomes. 

*. ' 

Last  year the National Black Caucus of S t a t e  Leg is la to r s  

opposed a s im i l a r  p lan  t o  raise t he  f ede r a l  t a x  on cigarettes, 

arguing t h a t  such taxea plaoe an u n f a i r  burden on lower wage 

ea rne r s  and t he  poor. 

B a e d  on a study by t he  C~ngre s s iona l  Budget Office ,  t axes  

o f  t h i s  kind would h i t  working f ami l i e s  up t o  15 times harder  

than wealthy taxpayere. 

Ca l i f o rn i a ' s  working fami l i es  a l ready pay more than t h e i r  

f a i r  share of t h e  taxea. A recent study by Ci t izens  f o r  Tax 
8 

J u s t i c e  showed t h a t  Ca l i fo rn ia 'o  cur ren t  s a l e s  and excise taxes 4 

can h i t  poor families nearly f i v e  times harder t h a n  they do d 
0 
m 

wealthy taxpayere. The r e p o r t  aloo revealed that r eg r e s s ive  F 
in 
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tBxea like those imposed by Propos i t ion  99 can take up to  three 

timae more money tram middle-income families than frcm tikc 

wealthy.  

Proposition 99 will make t h i s  unfair eituatj.on even worse. 

Under the  i n i t i a t i v e ,  working men and women who earn just  7 8  of 

all wages paid  i n  California w i l l  be ob l iged  to  pay almost 40 

percent of the new t a x .  

Propos i t ion  9 9  ir unfair and discriminatory -- and muat be 

defeated, 
> 
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PROP. 99 TAKES FRW POOR, GIVES TO R I C R  

Proporition 99 would more than tr ip le  California'e tobacco 

t ax ,  hurting the people who can least afford to pay -- working 

faallie~, retired people and the  poor. 

Working men and wcmen who earn juet 7 percent of a l l  wages 

pald in  California will pay about 40 percent of t h e  new t a x  

because blue collar and lower income workere smoke more t h ~ n  

mrddla and high income workers and spend a bigger share of 

the ir  income on tobacco products. * 

t iaw Prop. 99 Could Hurt Low-Income Californians .- 

l f  Proposition 99 passes, a one-pack-per-day smoker w i l l  

pay $ 9 1 . 2 5  more i n  cigarette taxee and 3 5 . 4 8  more i n  s t a t e  

sales taxes every year. 

Pmpoaition 9 9  also would wipe out malt of  t h e  savings 

from the 1986 federal tax reform b i l l  for mlllions 0 5  

Ccliforniane. Smokers earning under $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  a year would pay 

almost four t imes  more in  new taxes than they wmrld eava i n  

federal taxab, 
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National Black Caucus D s e a t s  Regressive Taxes 

Regreeaive taxes l ike  Proposi t ion 99 were opposed i n  

Congress l a s t  year by the National Black Caucus of S t a t e  

Leg i r la tc rs ,  the Mexican-Amrican P o l i t i c a l  Action Abaocia t ion 

and a number of o ther  highly respected groupe. 

Rep. Mervyn M. Dymally, Chairman of t he  Congressional 

Black Caucus, a a i d  "the people who are h u r t "  by these taxes  are 

t h e  leaat able t o  bear the  burden end a r e  'not organized t o  

p r o t e s t "  than. 
+- 

Rep. Charles Rangel of New York also spoke out aga in s t  the 

regress ive  feclarel exc i se  taxes. H e  suggested t h a t  Congress 

should consider t ax ing  luxury i t e m $  like yachts or qcms i n s t ead  

of  " t h e  guy who wants t o  buy a e i x  pack [of beer1 or a ca r ton  

of c igare t tes .  

Wealthy Doctors w i l l  P r o f i t  a t  Expense o f  Poor 

The backers of Proposi t ion 9 9  c a l l  it a "hea l th  

i n i t i a t i v e "  but  only 5% of the $600 mi l l i on  i n  new taxes would 

go  t o  hea l th  research. The larqeat share  of the money raised 

woula be given t o  wealthy doetore and t he  medical industry. 2 
0 
0 
Q, 
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Without question, Proposition 99  i s  a bad deal for 

California taxpayers. It  unfairly rewards wealthy doctors a t  

the expanse of working taxpayerr, r e t i r e d  people end the poor. 

It discriminates against  one group of Californians,  punishes 

them for their  behavior and violates  t h e i r  personal freedom. 

And it w i l l  create major new crime i n  California at a time when 

law enforcement i s  hard pressed t o  meet the c h a l l e n g e .  

Pairnese alone demands a "no" vote on t h i a  ill-eoacafved 

and disctiminatory measure. 


