
initial response was to look 
to the heavens and say, 'If 
my students told you that I 
said God was dead, they 
were lying,'" Devigne said. 
"Or, Nietzsche made me do 
it." 

Delivering The Last Lecture 
has much significance for 
Professor Devigne whose 
brother was terminally ill 
with cancer.  In addition, he 
reflected on family mem-
bers who have passed away 
and touched him with their 
own last lectures.  

"It is appropriate to call this 
the Last Lecture because it 
is directed primarily to the 
Class of 2009," Devigne 
said. He explained that their 
preparation is over and that 
"it's the end of the begin-      
continued on page 4 

On Wednesday, April 8th at 
5:00 pm, to a standing-
room-only audience, 
Robert Devigne, Professor 
and Chair for the Political 
Science Department and 
Denis Fermental, Professor 
for the Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering Depart-
ment delivered Tufts much 
anticipated, second-annual 
The Last Lecture.  The Last 
Lecture is a book based on 
the speech Achieving your 
Childhood Dreams that Randy 
Pausch, a computer science 
professor at Carnegie Mel-
lon, delivered to his stu-
dents in September of 2006.  
Pausch knew at the time 
that he was terminally ill 
and gave this inspiring and 
now famous lecture. This 
lecture format has become a 

yearly tradition for many 
colleges and universities.  
Tufts version of The Last 
Lecture was sponsored by the 
Senior Class Council who 
notified Professors Devigne 
and Fermental of their invi-
tation to have them speak 
after they received the 
greatest number of nomina-
tions from the senior class.  

The professors were asked 
to reflect from their life’s 
journey and share these 
reflections with the Tufts 
community, “If you knew 
this was your last lecture 
you would ever give, what 
would you share with stu-
dents and colleagues?” 

"Upon initially hearing that 
I was going to die in nine 
days and that I would have 
to give a last lecture, my 

   

ROBERT DEVIGNE , CHAIR AND PROFESSOR FOR 

THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  

DELIVERS THE LAST LECTURE  

 

PROFESSOR PEARL ROBINSON, INVITED SPEAKER 

 MADAM PRESIDENT  
A SUMMIT ON WOMEN OF COLOR,  LEADERSHIP AND THE LEARNED SOCIETIES  

On Friday, February 27th & 
28th Professor Pearl Robin-
son, whose research focuses 
on  Africa and African-
American Politics spoke at 
Arizona State University at 
Madam President, a summit 
on women of color, leader-
ship and the learned socie-

ties. The program was 
sponsored by the ASA and 
the ASU Faculty Women’s 
Association. The summit 
focused on the first decade 
of the 21st Century and the 
women of color who have 
been elected to leadership 
positions in many of the 

nation’s  Learned Societies.  
Professor Robinson was one 
of nine invited women who 
are serving, or have re-
cently completed leadership 
terms in nine of our 
Learned Societies.  The 
half-day conference in-       
continued on page 2 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE ~ TUFTS UNIVERSITY 

SPRING 2009 VOLUME I, ISSUE  III 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

MADAM PRESIDENT 

CONTINUED FROM      
PAGE 1 

 

 2 

SUMMER              

OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 3 

BOOK DONATIONS  

 4 

END OF THE YEAR 

EVENT 

 

 5 

GRAND STRATEGY IN 

THE INTERWARS 

 

 5 

A LAST NOTE    

 

IN THE NEWS 

 

 6 

Robert Devigne, 
Chair and Professor 
for The Department, 
delivers The Last 
Lecture to a standing-
room-only audience. 
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ties are also involved in such 
issues as employment and 
professional ethics.  Often 
they award prizes that recog-
nize scholars who exhibit 
noteworthy expertise in their 
fields.  Steven Wheatly, Vice 
President of ACLS summed 
up their work in the following 
manner, ‘People correctly 
think of these  scholarly socie-
ties as pillars of the academy.’ 
By the way, he goes on to 
note that, ‘They are at once 
strong in their ideas and frag-
ile in their finances.’ “ 

Stanlie James put Madam Presi-
dent in historical perspective 
by touching on MIT’s January 
1994 conference Black Women 
in the Academy: Defending our 
Name. She explained that ap-
proximately 2,000 ,mostly 
African-American women, 
attended that conference 
overwhelming an institution 
with only 3 black female pro-
fessors out of a total of 940 
faculty members. “Although 
African-American women 
were slowly joining this coun-
tries  professorate in institu-
tions whose faculties were 
predominately white and 
male, they often found them-
selves isolated, undervalued 
and/or ignored in the acad-
emy.  It was this sense of frus-
tration and determination that 
captured the attention of the 
participants at the MIT con-
ference.” 

Professor Robinson spoke of 
her role as a woman of color 
and about her impact on the 
evolution on these Learned 
Societies and how it is making 
a difference for future genera-

tions of women of color.  

Professor Robinson partici-
pated in a panel and round-
table discussions and ex-
plained that “audience partici-
pants were encouraged to 
meet with a “Madam Presi-
dent” who was not in her dis-
ciplinary specialty.” The idea 
was encourage people to have 
conversations across discipli-
nary boundaries.  Afterwards 
she and the group met with 
faculty and students at the 
University that shared her 
disciplines. Professor Robin-
son shared Ghana Gold II: The 
Movie with faculty members 
which was made by the stu-
dents at the Ghana Gold Collo-
quium in 2008. (Note: The 
Ghana Gold Colloquium is 
comprised of students who 
continue their studies during 
winter break focusing on 
Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity in Ghana and is lead by 
Professor Robinson. Visit 
http://www.tufts.edu/
home/feature/?p=ghana) 

At the symposium, when  
asked to reflect on achieving 
leadership and what she 
thinks it takes to get there, 
Professor Robinson advised to 
know what you want to 
do...have allies on both sides 
of the isle…make a point of 
consulting...and take advice 
from those who are well situ-
ated to provide that advice.   

Professor Robinson also cred-
ited two close  mentors: her 
former Columbia University 
professor Elliot Skinner and 
Adelaide Cromwell, Profes- 

continued page 4 

cluded conversations with the  
women regarding their roles 
and the significance of this 
historic event.  

Dr. Stanlie James, President, 
Faculty Women’s Associa-
tion; and Director, ASU Afri-
can and African-American 
Studies explained what a 
Learned Society is, “For those 
of you who may be wonder-
ing just exactly what a 
Learned Society is, the 
American Council of Learned 
Societies defines them as an 
independent, not for profit 
organization that functions as 
the professional organization 
for their members.  They 
have been vitally important in 
setting standards of excel-
lence in research, writing and 
education, and they provide a 
forum for discussion of issues 
and interests to their constitu-
ents.  Members of these 
scholarly societies come to-
gether to produce and pro-
mote knowledge and to pub-
lish work in their disciplines 
or areas of study. They hold 
regular, usually annual, con-
ferences where members pre-
sent and discuss their current 
research.  They publish peer 
reviewed articles in their aca-
demic journals, and produce 
newsletters and magazines to 
foster communication among 
and between scholars and to 
discuss intellectual concerns 
relevant to their discipline or 
fields of study.  Through this 
process of review and discus-
sion, scholars collectively 
help establish a reliable body 
of research and knowledge.  
Many of these scholarly socie-

 
LEARNED SOCIETIES 
“HAVE BEEN VITALLY 

IMPORTANT IN 
SETTING STANDARDS 
OF EXCELLENCE IN 
RESEARCH, WRITING 
AND EDUCATION, AND 

THEY PROVIDE A 
FORUM FOR 

DISCUSSION OF ISSUES 
AND INTERESTS TO 

THEIR 
CONSTITUENTS.” 

DR. STANLIE JAMES 
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GoEco which specializes in 
volunteer programs in Israel 
and abroad in cooperation 
with Israel’s leading environ-
mental organizations, is look-
ing for your help. According 
to Jonathan Gilben, who es-
tablished the organization in 
2005, GoEco offers partici-
pants the opportunity to con-
tribute and experience first 
hand Israel’s most important 

ecological and social issues. 
GoEco works with Israel Na-
ture and Parks Authority and 
other leading NGO’s in Is-
rael. “This will help our ef-
forts immensely, and we also 
hope that your students will 
enjoy a unique opportunity to 
volunteer while experiencing 
Israel’s diverse cultural and 
natural environment,” Gilben 
said. 

Projects include accommoda-
tions, professional guidance, 
and orientation in Tel Aviv. 
Volunteer projects are posted 
at www.goeco.org/Israel or 
you can email Jonathan Gil-
ben and Jonathan Tal at 
goeco@goeco.org. Addi-
tional contact information: 
Tel: 972-3-6474208         
Fax: 972-3-6485655        
Cell: 972-50-5762797 

GOECO IS LOOKING FOR YOUR HELP 
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“A unique           
opportunity to    
volunteer while   

experiencing  Israel’s 
diverse culture and    

natural               
environment” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Deadline for     
applications     
May 15th  

EUROPEUM Institute for 
European Policy associated 
with the Jean Monnet Centre 
of Excellence in European 
Studies at the Faculty of So-
cial Sciences of Charles Uni-
versity has launched the  sixth 
year of summer school to 
discuss different issues which 
affect the European Union 
and the United States. This 
intensive ten-day program in 
Prague will combine work-
shops and informal social in-
teraction. The topic will be 
“Trans-Atlantic Relations 
from Perspective of Central 
Europe “and will discuss  

particular situations, differ-
ences and similarities in poli-
cies and approaches of the 
Central European Countries 
including Czech Republic, 
Poland, Hungary, and Slova-
kia and work to answer the 
question to which extent the 
division of Old Europe and 
New Europe remained.  

The program is geared to-
wards undergraduate and 
graduate students of Euro-
pean studies, political science, 
international relations, eco-
nomics, sociology, humanities 
or journalism. 

The program will take place 
from July 11th through July 
21st. The deadline for appli-
cations is May 15th.   

You are encouraged to con-
tact Martina Rubeskova, ESS 
2009 Assistant with any ques-
tions you have regarding the 
program and to visit 
www.europeum.org/ess2009 

EUROPEUM Institute for 
European Policy, The Euro-
pean Summer School 2009 
(ESS 2009), Rytirska 31, CZ-
11000 Praha 1, tel: +  
420.221.610.210    fax: +  
420.221.610.204 

 

 

 

EUROPEAN SUMMER SCHOOL IN PRAGUE 2009 

 

JANE GOODALL INSTITUTE SEEKING PART-TIME VOLUNTEERS 
 

The Jane Goodall Institute’s 
global humanitarian and envi-
ronmental youth program, is 
seeking candidates for a part-
time volunteer internship in 
their Boston office this sum-
mer. The position would be 
15-20 hours per week, begin-

ing mid May or early June and 
lasting 3-6 months. If you are 
interested please include your 
earliest start date, earliest end 
date, and weekly summer 
schedule in your application.  

As an intern you will assist 

Roots and Shoots groups and 
their service projects, and 
provide clerical support with 
the website and newsletter. 

For more information contact 
Ms. Kellan Hays at 
khays@janegoodall.org.                     
99 South St, Boston, MA 02111 

 
 
 

Deadline for     
applications     
May 15th  



-ning” of their journey. He 
suggested they take control of 
their lives as they make the 
transition from Tufts to life 
after college. 

"How do we get over this 
divorce and disconnection 
between this life of commit-
ments and the liberal arts 
education?" Devigne asked. 
He spoke of the rhetorical and 
life altering questions they 
will be faced with and asked 
them to look no further than 
themselves for those answers.  

With his words he assured 
them that they had been 
equipped with a plethora of 
valuable information and to 
utilize what they have learned 
in conjunction with their own 
compass to help them navi-
gate the decisions and transi-
tions they will face. 

"Attain a degree of self-
command, where you are in 
charge of your commitments 
and your commitments are 
not in charge of you," he 
said. 

THE LAST LECTURE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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African Studies Association 
(2006-2007), Chair for the 
Social Science Research 
Council’s Joint Committee 
on African Studies (1997-
1999), she served as an advi-
sor to the African Academy of 
Sciences’ Research Pro-
gramme for the Education of 
Girls and Women, and was 
on the editorial boards of 
Sage: A Scholarly Journal on 
Black Women (1985-1986) 
and TransAfrica Forum 

(1990-1996).  She is pres-
ently serving on the Council 
on Foreign Relation’s Na-
tional Membership Commit-
tee and on the advisory board 
of Columbia University’s  
Institute of African Studies.       

For more information on ASA 
(African Studies Association) 
visit http://
www.africanstudies.org/p/
cm/ld/fid=8 

-sor Emerita at Boston Uni-
versity. Amongst other things 
Professor Robinson credits 
Professor Skinner for his en-
couragement and Professor 
Cromwell for being a great 
listener and a wise counselor. 
“She always reminded me to 
step back  and avoid becom-
ing overwhelmed.” 

Some of Professor Robinson’s 
credits and contributions in-
clude past President of the 
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“Attain a degree of 
self command, 
where you are in 

charge of your com-
mitments and your 
commitments are 
not in charge of 

you.” 

Professor Devigne also ac-
knowledged the honor to 
have been selected by the 
senior class and acknowl-
edged the University which 
“has meant everything to me 
and my family.”  

Professor Devigne’s  brother 
passed away from cancer just 
days after he delivered his talk 
and our heart-felt thoughts 
are with the Devigne family. 
A full version of the lecture to 
be posted at: http://
ase.tufts.edu/polsci/default.htm  

 

DONATING YOUR UNWANTED BOOKS TO BETTER WORLD BOOKS 

 

Thank you to all of the pro-
fessors who have donated 
their unwanted books.  The 
Department of Political Sci-
ence has partnered with the 
Tisch Library and the Ginn 
Library to insure your dona-
tions will go to good use.  
The books will first be check- 

ed by both libraries to see if 
they are needed there.  Once 
that process has taken place 
Jeff Kosokoff, Director of 
Library Services and Informa-
tion Technology at the Ginn 
Library, will see that  the 
remaining books will be sent 
to Better World Books.  

More information at: http://
www.betterworldbooks.com/?
utm_source=google&utm_campa
ign=branded&utm_medium=bett
er_world_books&utm_term=bett
er%20world%
20books&utm_content=&utm_ke
yword=better_world_books&utm
_matchtype=exact. 



The Department of Political 
Science celebrated a successful 
academic year with their first-
annual End of the Year Event. 
The Event was held at Goddard 
Courtyard and was open to all 
Department majors, faculty, 

staff, and student workers.  
Dean James Glaser spoke to the 
faculty and students and em-
phasized what a wonderful 
opportunity this was for  every-
one associated with the Depart-
ment to get together and share 

their experiences.   

The Event was hosted by the 
Department of Political Science 
and coordinated with the help 
of seniors Nadia Edgbal and 
London Moore. 

   

 END OF THE YEAR EVENT A SUCCESS 
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PROFESSOR TALIAFFERO ATTENDS                                

GRAND STRATEGY IN THE INTERWARS  
 

Professor Jeffrey Taliaferro, 
who studies International 
Relations and Security Studies 
spoke at the Grand Strategy in 
the Interwar Years on March 
26th and 27th at The Univer-
sity of Utah, Salt Lake City. 
Professor Taliaferro pre-
sented Strategy of Innocence or 
Calculated Provocation? Neoclas-
sical Realism and the Roosevelt 
Administration Road to World 
War II, 1938-1941 for the 
panel on Global Politics and the 
1930’s.  

The Conference was born 
from E.H. Carr’s 1939 book, 
The Twenty Year’s Crisis, 1919-
1939 about the interwar pe-
riod and the “glaring and dan-
gerous defect on nearly all 
thinking about international 
politics.” In the past several 
years, there has been a resur-
gence of interest in the phe-
nomena of preventative war 
appeasement, diplomacy,  

collective security, arms con-
trol and disarmament, trade 
and interdependence, and the 
political economy of grand 
strategy. 

The overarching goal of the 
Grand Strategy in the Interwar 
Years Conference was to revisit 
the interwar period, comparing 
the permissive environment of 
the 1920’s to the less permis-
sive environment of the 
1930’s. This comparison al-
lowed panelists to draw valu-
able lessons for contemporary 
international affairs.  

The Conference brought to-
gether junior and senior inter-
national relations scholars and 
diplomatic historians, as well as 
University of Utah graduate 
students.  Presentations re-
examined the 1920’s and the 
1930’s and the grand strategies 
of Germany, Great Britain, 
France, the Soviet Union,  Ja-
pan, and the United States. 

Professor Taliaferro notes 
that “the year 2009 marks 
both the sixtieth anniversary 
of the publication of Carr’s 
book and the outbreak of 
World War II in Europe.  The 
current global economic cri-
sis, debates over whether the 
United States is or is not in 
relative decline, and the invo-
cation of the “lessons” of the 
1930s by supporters and crit-
ics of U.S. wars in Afghani-
stan and Iraq, suggest the con-
tinued relevance of the inter-
war period to international 
politics today.  

The eventual product of the 
conference will be an edited 
book that challenges much of 
the conventional wisdom in 
international relations and 
diplomatic history about the 
twenty years between the two 
world wars.” For more  infor-
mation: http://www.poli-
sci.utah.edu/pdf/flyer.pdf 



Thank you to all those who were able to attend our End of The Year Event on Wednes-
day, April 15th. I know how busy your schedules are, but it is wonderful to capture 
these moments and to enjoy all those who touch us in the best of ways.  It is no secret 
that the Department of Political Science has amazing professors and students.  When I 
walk down our hallways students are lined up for office hours and from my office I can 
hear remnants of their conversations.  What a gift! To have the opportunity to feed 
from some of the most sought after minds and for the professors to see you grow and 
feed off of your energy and enthusiasm has been wonderful to witness. 

To our students who will be returning next year, I would like to wish you a wonderful 
summer and am looking forward to seeing you in the fall.  Never hesitate to come to 
me with your web or newsletter ideas.  They are always welcome.  

To the seniors, In a few weeks you will be equipped with one of the best tools to help 
you transition no matter your journey-a degree from Tufts University.  However, like 
any time in life you will continue to experience ebb and flow. And, while I hope for the 
wind to your back I would also like to leave you with a few sentences from one of my 
favorite poems Desiderata by Maxx Ehrman and my wish for you:  

“...Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. Keep interested in your own career, 
however humble; it is a real possession in the changing fortunes of time.” And  “Beyond 
a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. For you are a child of the universe                                            
no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. And whether or not it is 
clear to you, not doubt the universe is unfolding as it should...Be cheerful, strive to be 
happy.”  Have a wonderful summer! Jeannine Lenehan, Communications Coordinator 
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Professor Richard Eichenberg quoted in The Boston Globe on April 1, 2009 in an article by reporter Farah Stockman, 
Obama takes message abroad; World economy is main focus of Europe trip. The article discusses President Obama’s five-nation, 
eight-day series of meetings in Europe focused on shoring up the international response to the global economic crisis and other international 
dangers. Professor Eichenberg explained, “ There is a general anger that wants to blame the American banking system  for everybody’s 
problems” and that despite President Obama’s personal international popularity “I think the current circumstances make it difficult to lead.” 

Professor Jeffrey Berry quoted in The Boston Globe on April 29, 2009 in an article by reporter Matt Viser, Rift grows be-
tween Patrick, Legislature. The article discusses the division between Governor Duvall Patrick and legislative leaders as they debate over 
the proposed tax increase from 5% to 6.25%. “It is good politics for Patrick; he’s making the state Legislature into the bad guy and he’s 
giving them the responsibility for raising taxes,” said Jeffrey Berry, a political science professor at Tufts University. “On the other hand, the 
state legislature has managed to make him look irrelevant, and that’s never a good thing.” 

Mie Inouye and Kevin Lownds, both seniors are James Vance Elliot Award winners.  The James Vance Elliott Political Science 
Prize is awarded in the senior year to students majoring in Political Science whose achievements best combine academic excellence with 
active participation and effective leadership in campus and civic affairs. 

Johnpaul Makilya (’10), a junior and African Studies major has been awarded the Anne E. Borghesani Memorial Prize 
and doing his research in Senegal on “The Politics of Liberation: Slavery, Servitude, and Citizenship in Post-Colonial 
Africa”.  This incentive award enables the recipient to undertake a research project, an internship, a volunteer activity, or a plan of study 
in any field involving international issues. Designed to foster the spirit of the award, the prize encourages personal growth and independ-
ence, while increasing one’s understanding of all peoples and encouraging a commitment to the world community. 

Matthew Shea who graduated the winter 2009 has been awarded the Ellen C. Myers Memorial Prize. The Ellen C. Myers 
Memorial Prize is awarded to a junior or senior who has shown character, diligence, and perseverance in achieving high scholarship stan-
dards in the face of adverse circumstances while working towards a bachelor’s degree at Tufts University.  

Alexandra Taylor, a senior and International Relations major is the recipient of The Peter Belfer Award in Political 
Science. This award is given annually for an outstanding piece of written work done in a political science course or independently by a 
Political Science major.  

Ross Thuotte(’10), a junior and International Relations major has been named Summer Scholar. Ross’s research will be 
in Senegal on “EcoBank, a West African National Bank: Impacts and Effects on Banking in Senegal.” The Tufts Summer 
Scholars Program is administered by the Office of Undergraduate Education and is a University-wide initiative that offers research appren-
ticeships with faculty/clinical mentors to motivated Tufts undergraduates. The program offers students an opportunity to be on the front 
line of discovery and scholarship at Tufts today.  
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I F  YOU  WOULD  L IKE  TO  CONTRIBUTE  
TO  OUR  NEWSLETTER  PLEASE  
CONTACT  J EANNINE  L ENEHAN       

COMMINCATIONS  COORDINATIOR  
D EPARTMENT  OF  POLIT ICAL  SCIENCE  

J EANNINE . LENEHAN@TUFTS .EDU .    
FACULTY  AND  STUDENTS  ARE   
ENCOURAGED  TO  SHARE  THEIR  
STORIES  AND  THEIR  IDEAS .  

A LAST NOTE. . . 
 


