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1964
It was a blockbuster year for Tufts and the world—and not  
just because of the British Invasion and plunging necklines. 
The Experimental College offered is first mind-expanding 
courses (page 19). In Washington, the Civil Rights Act 
advanced the dream of racial equality (page 21). The soon-
to-be-legendary Sol Gittleman first set foot on campus as an 
assistant professor of German (page 23). Across the pond, a 
young soccer fan—Jonathan Wilson, the future novelist and 
Tufts English professor—wrestled with anti-Semitism and his 
father’s decline (page 27). And on College Avenue, the 
Eliot-Pearson Department of Child Study and Human 
Development was born (page 29).

The Ford Mustang graced 
the covers of Time and 
Newsweek after its debut  
at the New York World’s Fair 
fifty years ago. Now it has 
finally made the cover of 
Tufts Magazine.



12 The People’s Science 
By Jonathan Garlick, D.D.S., Ph.D.

A stem cell researcher had an epiphany after his 
funding was suddenly frozen: the public should learn 
more about the ways of science, and scientists should 
awaken to the social implications of their work.

	32 The Bodies in Singing River 
	 By Deborah Halber, G96

“�The grave digger drove west on Interstate 
10 through a chilly December drizzle. He 
slowed, peering at a figure laboring along 
the roadside. He wasn’t the only one to spot 
her. CB radio channels were abuzz that 
night with reports of a woman carrying 
what looked like a barefoot, coatless toddler 
in her arms, walking near the truck scales 
at the Alabama-Mississippi line.”
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it is the spring of 1964 and a white volkswagen 

Beetle loaded with immigrants and their belongings 

hurtles south on the Golden State Highway in northern 

California en route to Los Angeles. They are making 

good time. The young mother and her three children 

left Vancouver, British Columbia—their way station 

on the immigration trail from Great Britain—the day 

before, and now they are approaching Red Bluff, some 

eight hundred miles south. They are traveling at ninety miles an hour.

“Isn’t it lovely to be driving on an American freeway, children?” the mother says in 

an ethereal voice not unlike that of Julie Andrews as Mary Poppins. “You can go as fast 

as you like!” The round-faced seven-year-old boy in the front passenger seat puts down 

the map he has been wrestling with to gaze at the impressively maxed-out speedometer.

The round-faced boy—the navigator on this voyage of discovery—is me. My 

younger brother is wedged in among cardboard boxes in the back seat. Behind him, 

in the luggage slot, is my two-year-old sister. And behind my sister, a tiny flashing red 

light is vaguely discernible in the distance.

Everything is fresh and exciting in the Golden State. The orange globes that rotate 

above Union 76 filling stations like minor planets. Fritos, my first taste of corn in 

any form other than flakes, bought at a dimly lit saloon where gnarled men wrap 

themselves around bottles of Schlitz at eleven in the morning and leer after the sylph-

like woman with the British accent. Oil derricks and palm trees—both of which I’ve 

glimpsed only on TV.

What excites me most is the thought of being reunited with my father. He ventured 

south half a year earlier to get settled. I have heard tales of the gleaming 1963 Ford 

Falcon that awaits us and the apartment with glints of colored glass in its stuccoed 

ceilings and the surfers and the freeway cloverleafs. And I am bursting with anticipa-

tion. Thank goodness for a land without speed limits.

The highway patrolman finally catches up with us and waves my mother over. 

“Ma’am, do you have any idea how fast you were going?” he asks incredulously.

“Oh, yes!” my mother replies. “I was going ninety miles an hour.”

The officer exhales sharply. “The speed limit is sixty-five, Ma’am.”

“Well, you see, I thought people could go as fast as they liked.”

The patrolman considers the evidence that my mother is not from around here, not 

from this hemisphere, possibly not of this earth. Kindly, he lets her off with a warning. 

We continue on our way, deflated now, to fifty years of similar misunderstandings and 

embarrassments, after which we will begin to feel at least a little bit like Americans.

Not from Around Here
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REFUGEE PHYSICIANS AT TUFTS
I was so happy to read Professor David 
Stollar’s article on the great doctors who 
educated me (“A Way Out of Germany,” 
Winter 2014). Who could ever forget Dr. 
Schmidt’s biochem lectures, with his 
heavy accent and pleasant manner? Or the 
lectures of Drs. Brugsch, Thannhauser, or 
Magendantz? Brilliant Alice Ettinger presid-
ed over our weekly neuroradiological meet-
ings on Mondays, and added similarly bril-
liant colleagues like Bob 
Paul to the department 
she founded. Drs. Proger 
and Pratt did a great ser-
vice to our school and our 
community by recruiting 
these superior doctors.
Garrett G. Gillespie, M59

Osterville, 

Massachusetts

The quote from Siegfried 
Thannhauser [about his 
painful expulsion from his 
homeland during Hitler’s rise] really struck 
a chord for me, reminding me of my par-
ents. They were Holocaust survivors who 
never returned to visit Poland because 
the wound was too deep. Sweden and the 
United States gave them the opportunity to 
renew life after the darkness. My parents’ 
lives are briefly described on a plaque in 
the Sackler Center’s Rosenblatt-Bialer 
Conference Room. They were not scien-
tists, but I wanted their stories, like the 
stories David Stollar told in his article, to 
continue to be known.

What Tufts’ leaders and the Tufts com-
munity did during those times gives me an-
other reason to be proud of so special an 
institution.

Michael Rosenblatt

Newton, Massachusetts

The writer was dean of the Tufts University 
School of Medicine from 2003 to 2009.

NOBEL PRIDE
Thank you for highlighting a few of the many 
Tufts graduates who have achieved emi-
nence in their fields (“Glittering Prizes,” Win-
ter 2014). I will never forget watching the 

evening news back in 1979 and seeing the 
Tufts seal on a podium and Professor Alan 
Cormack speaking about the Nobel Prize he 
had just won for his work in developing the 
CT scan. I have always been grateful and 
proud of the education I received at Tufts, 
but this was a moment to reflect on how 
accomplished our somewhat underappreci-
ated school really was (and is).

Robin Kuttner Gausebeck, J71

Rockford, Illinois

OVER THE ACHING 
MAIN
I got a kick out of “All Is 
Not Lost” (Winter 2014), 
the a r t i c le by Tomás 
Dinges, A99, about sail-
ing a tops’l schooner, the 
replica of the Amistad. He 
got a taste of what life 
was like in the days of iron 
men and violent seas. I 
still sail a tops’l schooner, 
Pride of Baltimore II, with 

metal knees and metal hips and screws 
in my right arm. I’m also a director of that 
schooner. While I don’t go aloft anymore, I 
still work the pin rails and belays on deck. 
Argh, matey!

Jim Hiney, E60

Haymarket, Virginia

SUNNY MEMORIES
I appreciated your remembrance of Sunny 
Breed, J66, G72, Tufts trustee and devoted 
alumna (“In Memoriam,” Winter 2014). If it 
hadn’t been for Sunny, I would never have 
been at Tufts.

I met Sunny in November of 1971, when 
I was staying in a friend’s room in West 
Hall while in town to interview at Harvard 
and Brandeis. I ended up going to a class 
with my host, having a meal at Carmichael, 
and hearing the Bubs at Cohen Auditorium 
that night. By morning, I was smitten by 
the place, so I found my way to Ballou Hall, 
where Sunny was an admissions officer. It 
turned out that Sunny was from Kansas City, 
Missouri, as I was. After a campus tour and 
a lunch together, I decided that Tufts was 
where I wanted to be.

Sunny and I remained friends. We both 

lived in Los Angeles for many years. She 
was head of the L.A. Tufts Alliance; so was I. 
She continued to be involved in almost every 
conceivable way at Tufts; so did I. And when 
my younger son was applying to college in 
2007, I introduced him to Sunny. When he 
was admitted, she sent him a small elephant 
paperweight as a welcome to the Tufts family.

Not only have I never met anyone with 
so deep an affection for the Hill and all it 
represents, I have rarely met a finer per-
son. Throughout our forty-three-year Tufts-
centered friendship, I had countless experi-
ences with Sunny where I saw how selflessly 
she served others. I never once saw her an-
gry or bitter—though her life had its share of 
hardship. Sunny is to me the embodiment 
of the Tufts spirit: quality without pretense. 
Knowing her was one of the greatest gifts 
Tufts ever gave me.

Steven Koltai, A76, F78, E12P

Washington, D.C.
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WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE. Five-year-old 
Benedicte, who lives in the town of Bapla in 
the West African republic of Burkina Faso, 
was fascinated by our Winter 2011 cover. 
Hayley Droppert, A10, snapped the photo 
while serving in the Peace Corps.
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Send them to Editor, Tufts Magazine, Tufts 
Publications, 80 George Street, Medford, MA 
02155, or tuftsmagazine@tufts.edu.  
Letters are edited for length and clarity.



caption can go 
in this corner or 

bottom corner

reseason practices are 
underway at AT&T Stadium 
in Arlington, Texas, home of 
the Dallas Cowboys, and Ben 
Bloom’s goal is to separate 
the pros from the schmoes. 

Bloom, A05, G08, is the Cowboys’ quality 
control coach for linebackers, a position 

he’s held since 2011. If “quality control” 
brings to mind a fellow in a lab coat 
inspecting the widgets rolling off an 
assembly line, that picture is not entirely 
inaccurate. Bloom carries a clipboard and 
is diligent in his inspections. His assembly 
line is a row of husky athletes whose job 
is to execute the tackle, block, and blitz.

The cracks and thuds of colliding 
helmets and shoulder pads echo around 
the park as players hoping to make the 
defensive squad muscle through drill 
after drill. A whistle blows, and the men 
form into position again—defensive line-
men hunched over, one or two hands on 
the ground, and a few feet behind them, a 

Riding Cowboys
His job is to keep linebackers in line

By Benjamin Gle isser

P
Photo: james d. smith/dallas cowboys

Ben Bloom (in blue 
cap), quality control 

coach, monitors 
play during a 

Cowboys game.

planet tufts
p e o p l e ,  p r o j e c t s ,  pa s s i o n s
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COMMENCEMENT 2014 A life without time 
for family, friends, and pleasure is an unfulfilled 
one, Anne-Marie Slaughter, a former State 
Department official and Princeton University 

dean, told 3,400 graduates on May 18.
NEW FRIEDMAN DEAN Dariush 
Mozaffarian, a cardiologist and epidemi-
ologist who studies links between lifestyle 

newswire
Read the full stories at Tufts Magazine 
Online (go.tufts.edu/magazine).



trio of linebackers standing upright, their 
solid legs ready to spring into action.

Off to the side, Bloom focuses on the 
linebackers. He notes which wannabes 
seem to be best at thinking on their feet—
an important quality, because linebackers 
need to read the opposing team’s play, and 
either tackle someone trying to run for 
yardage, or thwart a passing play. Later, 
he’ll pass his impressions on to the line-
backers coach, and that info will travel 
up the ranks to the defensive coordinator. 
“I’m part of the assessment process,” he 
says. That process continues all season: 
after each game, plays and players are 
reanalyzed and recalibrated.

Bloom played for the Tufts football 
team as an undergraduate (his major 
was history), and while he was earning 
his master’s in education, he served as a 
graduate assistant defensive line coach 
for the Jumbos. The skills he picked up 
as a teacher-in-training and as a coach 
help him educate athletes on the value of 
team play so the defensive line moves like 
a well-oiled machine.

The most important qualities he looks 
for are a positive mindset and the ability 
to make good decisions, on and off the 
field. “Linebacker is a hard position to 
play, and if he’s got an attitude, he’s going 
to have a negative impact on the team,” 
Bloom says.

Like every inspector, he sometimes 
has to reach into the line and pluck out a 
part that’s causing problems. That’s when 
the teacher becomes the disciplinarian. 
“There’s a time and place to publicly talk 
to a guy and let him know he has to step 
into line,” he says. “But generally, it’s a 
better idea to have that kind of man-to-
man conversation one-on-one, when 
his guard is down and you can say, ‘Hey, 
this type of behavior is not positive, it’s 
not helping the team.’ And then I let him 
know that he’ll find more success when 
the whole team finds success.”

Unfortunately for the Cowboys, suc-
cess—making the playoffs—has been 
just one lasso toss out of reach. The last 
time the team made the postseason was 
in 2009. The Cowboys’ defense in 2013 
was ranked twenty-six out of thirty-two 
teams. But Bloom has learned to deal with 
adversity; his first job in the NFL was a 
two-year stint as a defensive assistant for 
the Cleveland Browns, a team that has had 
only one winning season in the last eleven 
years. “You have to constantly reevaluate 
the way you teach, and ask yourself, ‘Why 
did this play not work right?’ ” he says. 
“Winning takes the right balance of focus 
and energy.”

Focus and energy are two words the 
retired Tufts offensive line coach Mike 
Browne undoubtedly associates with 
his former player. “Ben was a tough and 
intelligent kid who picked up our system 
quickly,” Browne says. “In my twenty-five 
years of coaching, I’ve only had five fresh-
men make the starting team, and he was 
one of them.” Browne recalls watching 

Ben during team meetings. “When one 
of the coaches said something Ben knew 
wasn’t correct, he’d turn back at me and 
give me a look. And I’d just give him the 
high sign, ‘Be quiet. Be quiet.’”

Mike Day, a former Jumbos football 
coach and now head coach of the men’s 
lacrosse team—which recently won its 
second national championship—has 
traveled to Arlington to watch Bloom 
in action. “It was a pretty cool thing to 
witness, to see the way he controlled the 
practice and got his points across.”

Working for the Cowboys not only 
gives Bloom valuable coaching experi-
ence; it has also brought love into his life: 
a woman who works in the Cowboys’ sales 
and marketing department is his bride-
to-be. “My motto is ‘Be true to yourself,’” 
he says. “I’ve got a great family, a great 
fiancée, and at the end of the day, I want 
people close to me to be proud of me.”

Benjamin Gleisser is an award-winning 
journalist who lives in Toronto.

This They Believed
The choreographer Martha Graham was convinced that just as a dancer practices, we 
all must practice, perfecting our skill at living. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt wasn’t 
sure if there was an afterlife, but said that in this life, we need to accept “whatever 
comes” and meet it with courage. These and other sage reflections are now available 
online, thanks to a project by Anne Sauer and colleagues at Tufts Digital Collections 
and Archives to digitize nearly eight hundred episodes of Edward R. Murrow’s 1950s 
radio classic This I Believe (bit.ly/murrowbelieve).

In five-minute episodes that CBS aired from 
1951 to 1955, Murrow invited people from all 
walks of life—celebrities and homemakers, 
politicians and students—to share the personal 
philosophies that kept them afloat. Soon after 
his death in 1965, his widow gave the audio-
tapes of these intimate essays to the Fletcher 
School for Tufts’ new Edward R. Murrow Center 
for Public Diplomacy. Edward R. Murrow
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PoachIt
Gidi Fisher and Ben Yee, both A04, 
cofounders
BIG IDEA: Online bargain hunting without 
the muss and fuss of obsession. PoachIt 
tracks product prices, tells you when the 
things you want go on sale, and, if coupons 
must be redeemed, makes sure the codes 
are not duds. According to Forbes, the 
service has “the look and feel of 
a super-powered (and far more 
useful) Pinterest.”
STATUS: Fisher, with experi-
ence from the BuzzMetrics 
brand-monitoring service, 
and Yee, with experience 
from the shopping website 
Gilt Groupe, teamed up with an 
engineer, Sebastian Lemery, to launch 
PoachIt in May of 2013. As of March 2014, 
the business, which is headquartered in 
New York City, had already saved consum-
ers more than $8 million, Fisher told Yahoo 
News. poachit.com

My Gift of Grace
Nick Jehlen, E93, co-creator
BIG IDEA: A game that helps families talk 
about end-of-life issues. Cards in the My 
Gift of Grace deck ask a question—say, 
“What music do you want to be listening to 
on your last day alive?” or “If you needed 
help going to the bathroom today, who is 
the first person you would ask?” Players 

give each other “thank you” chips for an-
swers they find especially thoughtful.

STATUS: Jehlen and his colleagues 
Jethro Heiko, Rob Peagler, and 
Georgia Guthrie at the Philadelphia 
design firm Action Mill got their 

inspiration from a conversation 
with a hospice nurse. The game, 

which has won the California Healthcare 
Foundation’s End-of-Life Challenge, went 
on sale last December. mygiftofgrace.com 

Sinewave Cycles
David Dean, E03, cofounder
BIG IDEA: A way to recharge smartphones, GPS devices, headlights, and other electronics 
using the power you generate while cycling. The Sinewave Cycles Revolution charger can 
be mounted anywhere on your bike, and starts charging at just three and a half miles per 
hour. At nine miles per hour it charges as fast as a wall-powered charger.
STATUS: Sinewave Cycles, formerly Bright-Bike, is based in Cambridge, Massachusetts. It 
began in 2012, the brainchild of two cycling enthusiasts: Dean, an electrical engineer, and 

Tim Higgins, a mechanical engineer. The 
Revolution has won accolades from cus-
tom bike builders and online cycling pub-
lications, including Philly Pedals, whose 
reviewer tested it for two days and noted 
that “there was no need for compromise 
with this charger; I could have everything 
running at once.” This spring, Sinewave 
introduced the Reactor, an even smaller 
charger that fits into the top of a bike’s 
steerer tube. sinewavecycles.com

Tell us about your innovative startups at 
tuftsmagazine@tufts.edu.

b r i l l i a n t !  
Jumbo entrepreneurs and their big ideas  By beth horning

A Language 
is Born
Last year Rabia Ergin, a doctoral 
student in cognitive science at Tufts, 
happened to mention at a research 
seminar that she had deaf relatives 
who speak a sign language used 
only in two small villages in southern 
Turkey. Ray Jackendoff, codirector of 
Tufts’ Center for Cognitive Studies, 
remembers that everyone in the room 
suddenly sat up straight.

Ergin, who grew up spending 
summers in Turkey, would commu-
nicate with some twenty-one family 
members using the basics of what 
she and Jackendoff now call Central 
Taurus Sign Language, or CTSL, after 
the mountains in the region. It’s one 
of only about ten known “village sign 
languages”—full-fledged new lan-
guages that emerge when hereditary 
deafness spreads through an isolated 
population. Recently Ergin has begun 
returning to the Turkish villages with 
other researchers to document the 
structure of CTSL. Ariel Goldberg, an 
assistant professor of psychology 
and codirector of the linguistics minor 
program at Tufts, hopes the work 
will help “provide a window onto how 
language is developed.”

and heart disease, will become the new 
dean of the Friedman School of Nutrition 
Science and Policy at Tufts on July 1.

SELECT U For the undergraduate Class 
of 2018, Tufts received a record 19,075 
applicants and accepted a record-low 
17.8 percent—evidence of “the continued 

strength of Tufts,” says Lee Coffin, dean 
of undergraduate admissions.
ONE-STOP HEALTH CARE The den-
tal school is embracing a new education 

newswire continued 

planet tufts
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s a labor arbitrator 
and mediator who has 
handled more than five 
thousand cases in his 
six-decade career, Arnold 
Zack, A53, thought he had 

heard every kind of dispute an employee 
could have with an employer. Which is 
why he was surprised when a group of 
Chinese executives called him to ask, 
“What do American companies do about 
hostage taking in the U.S.?”Hostage 
taking, it turns out, is a pretty common 
bargaining tactic in Chinese factories. 
Last June, for example, an American exec-
utive named Chip Barnes was detained by 
eighty workers at a factory he co-owned 

outside Beijing. The workers feared that 
Barnes was going to close the plant and 
move production to India (which he was) 
without giving them severance pay (which 
he says he wasn’t). He was confined to the 
factory for six days until he gave in to the 
workers’ demands. The American sys-
tem of labor dispute resolution—which 
involves arbitration, mediation, and min-
imal kidnapping—is unknown in China, 
and in much of the world. Zack has been 
on a mission to change that. Over the 
years, he has consulted with the govern-
ments of Australia, Cambodia, Greece, 
Israel, Italy, the Philippines, and South 
Africa, sharing what he knows about set-
tling workplace disputes. 

Mediator to the World
Spreading the gospel of American-style dispute resolution

By Jul ie  Fl ahert y

A

China, in particular, is struggling with 
growing labor discontent. Trade unions 
are essentially illegal there, which means 
that workers are usually afraid to air their 
grievances about poor working conditions 
and low wages and instead resort to drastic 
measures. Zack, who regularly lectures at 
Chinese universities encouraging them to 
teach labor dispute resolution courses, was 
surprised to find that of the twenty-five 
executives he spoke to at one meeting, five 
reported either they or one of their manag-
ers had at some point been taken hostage.

“They are desperate,” explains Zack, 
who has been urging the Chinese manag-
ers to seek out the leaders on the factory 
f loors and hear their complaints before 
workers nab the nearest VP or suddenly go 
on strike. He has worked with a Chinese 
law school to train students in mediation 
techniques and create a hotline that “fac-
tory workers can call if they feel they are 
being screwed.”

Chinese labor law focuses on individual 
disputes, and the government, for its part, 
has been reluctant to create procedures 
for workers acting as a group, Zack says. 
It fears what happened in Poland, where 
Lech Walesa organized illegal worker 
groups to strike and ended up bringing the 
first noncommunist government to the 
Soviet sphere. “Trade unions are the first 
building blocks of democracy,” he says. So 
wouldn’t the Chinese government see Zack 
as advocating for unions? “It’s a dance,” he 
acknowledges. “Our goal is just to say what 
is on the table.” 

It’s surprising that more countries 
haven’t adopted alternative dispute sys-
tems, Zack says, considering how innate 
mediation is to many cultures. “In every 
society, it is indigenous, it is universal,” he 
says, recalling a village in Nigeria where 
he saw elders sitting under a tree listening 
to complaints.

If anyone is qualified to teach media-
tion and arbitration to the wider world, 
it is Zack. He has written a dozen books 
on the subject and teaches dispute resolu-
tion at the Labor and Worklife Program 
at Harvard Law School. He has served on 
five Presidential Emergency Boards, pan-
els of seasoned arbitrators and mediators 

Arnold Zack, 
always ready to 

come to the table.
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the president creates when transporta-
tion workers threaten a major strike 
that will disrupt interstate commerce. 
The most recent one was in November, 
when President Obama called on him to 
help disentangle the locked horns of the 
Long Island Railroad workers and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
in New Jersey. (They have yet to work out 
their differences.)

Arbitration and mediation are alter-
natives to long and costly court cases. An 
arbitrator hears both sides of a dispute 
and decides the matter like a judge; the 
opponents are bound by what the arbitra-
tor rules. A mediator, on the other hand, 
helps the two sides reach a mutually 
acceptable middle ground. 

Arbitration is a tricky job to sustain, 
because both sides—say, an airline and 
its pilots union—have to agree to use 
your services, and you inevitably wind 
up disappointing half of your clients. 
“The assumption would be that you even 
it out: decide half the cases for manage-
ment and the other half for the workers,” 
Zack says. In reality, most sides know 
when they deserve to lose a case. Still, he 
says, it is always a matter of time before 
someone loses when they feel they should 
have won, and he’s seen steady customers 
such as Goodrich Tire, TWA, and United 
Airlines stop calling. “Those clients go to 
some other arbitrator. And I get clients 
the same way, from clients who have fired 
their arbitrators.”

Mediation, Zack says, is more difficult, 
but more fulfilling: “I try to get people to 
change their minds, to cast doubts on 
their positions, to be creative and come 
up with new ideas.” 

Zack got an early training in labor 
issues. His father, a factory worker turned 
government employee, helped draft the 
1935 National Labor Relations Act, which 
gave workers the right to form unions 
and bargain collectively. Some of Zack’s 
first summer jobs were with the National 
Labor Relations Board, although he 
worked his way through Tufts and into 
Yale Law School as a shoe salesman.

In the early days, he supplemented his 
income with other adventures, includ-
ing helping set up the newly created 
Peace Corps in 1961 (sharing off ices 
with Bil l Moyers) and traveling the 
world for his first book, Labor Training in 
Developing Countries. He thinks he may 
have done some good in South Africa 
in the 1980s when he convinced the U.S. 
State Department to give up its Cold War 
mentality and back certain nascent labor 
unions, even if they had communist ties. 
Those unions played a major role in ending 
apartheid.

Zack is impartial when it comes to 
who deserves to learn alternative dispute 
resolution. He created a mediation plan 
for the International Society of Krishna 
Consciousness (aka Hare Krishnas), to 
settle internal arguments over every-
thing from plagiarism to chanting too 
loud. “Jews, Methodists, any religious 
organization could benefit from adopting 
dispute resolution procedures,” he says. 
Yet his experience as a mediator doesn’t 
always work to his advantage. He claims 
he is good at getting people to see another 
side, but not necessarily his side. “I’m not 
a negotiator,” he says. “Ask my wife. She 
always wins.”

Julie Flaherty is a senior writer in Tufts’ 
Office of Publications.

Tree of Life

Some say the gargantuan copper beech behind Ballou Hall on the Medford/Somerville 
campus casts a spell over anyone who sits in its shade. And for the past two springs, 
Charles Shir Inouye, a professor of Japanese literature in the School of Arts and 
Sciences, and Joe Wat, A13, have paid homage to the tree with a traditional Japanese 
ceremony. At its heart is the shimenawa, a thick brown rope adorned with dangling 
papers called shide and string tassels. 

The shimenawa is meant to be a transient mark, denoting that something has earned 
your respect, says Wat. Across Japan, 
shimenawa can be found on trees and rocks 
and at mountain vistas and waterfalls. The 
largest one hangs over the main entrance of 
the Great Shrine in Izumo, the oldest Shinto 
shrine in Japan. Wat particularly likes the 
paper shide. “They get wet in the rain and 
torn by the wind and eventually fall off, 
reminding you that nothing in life is con-
stant,” he says.

Inouye observes that the shimenawa 
draws attention to an object or place. “In 
this case, it invites your personal, lyrical 
relationship with this beech tree,” he says, 
adding that members of the Tufts community 
have shared their secrets, fears, and joys 
with the tree for more than a hundred years.

P e a c e & L i g h t

Good day for 
the beech

model in which dentists, physicians, 
nutritionists, nurses, and other profes-
sionals are trained to work as a team to 

create “health-care homes” for patients.
NEW GRAD SCHOOL DEAN Robert 
Cook, a psychologist who studies ani-
mal cognition and behavior, has been 

appointed dean of the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences. He had served 
as interim dean since November.
GAP YEAR REIMAGINED The Tufts 1+4 

newswire continued 
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ne day in january 2012 
De r w y n Holde r,  A6 0 , 
was in t he hospita l  in 
Morristown, New Jersey, 
recover i ng f rom hea r t 

surger y.  It  had been a n 
arduous procedure, his second cardiac 
stent, and Holder wasn’t feeling well. 
But then a minister came into his room 
and announced he was going to sing to 
raise his spirits. The song was called “Oh 
Guide My Steps,” and it worked even bet-
ter than the minister realized.

The music f ired Holder’s inspira-
tion. A professional musician his entire 
working life, Holder decided to compose 
a piece in honor of the experience—
including his appreciation for all the 
expensive medical care he has received in 
recent years. The result is his Symphony 

No. 1, a four-movement orchestral work 
that might be the only composition 
inspired by a government program this 
side of Stalinist Russia. It comes with one 
of the most unusual dedications you’ll 
ever see: “This piece is dedicated, with 
my deepest gratitude, to President Lyndon 
Baines Johnson, HEW Secretary Wilbur J. 
Cohen, the eighty-ninth Congress, and to 
all those who have made Medicare possible 
in the United States.”

Since 2006, Holder has spent a great 
deal of time in hospitals, enduring mul-
tiple heart surgeries and eye operations 
as well as ongoing spinal trouble. He 
puts the total cost at around $400,000, 
almost all of it covered by Medicare. The 
symphony is his thank-you card. “I was 
just trying to write beautiful music, not 
describe the hole in my head or anything 

like that,” Holder says. “But the music 
does have a cycle to it. It gets dark in 
the second movement, and the third 
movement is based on that inspiration 
from the singer—lighter and more opti-
mistic. The last movement is a kind of 
jubilation.”

Classical is a bit of a departure for 
the Canadian-born Holder, who has 
spent most of his career playing jazz 
after studying composition at Tufts. 
He taught music in public schools in 
Maryland for seven years, then switched 
from saxophone to bass so he could work 
enough to quit teaching. Holder did well 
for several decades as a sideman in New 
York and Washington, D.C., playing with 
such notables as the singer Cassandra 
Wilson, the guitarists Charlie Byrd and 
John Pizzarelli, and the bandleader Billy 
Eckstine.

Holder took up piano along the way, 
too, eventually giving up bass to lead 
his own group because, he says, “I just 
couldn’t stand playing the same tunes 
anymore.” The symphony is his second 
foray into orchestral composition—he 
also wrote a guitar concerto in 1966—
but it owes at least as much to the jazz  
idiom as it does to classical. The music 
is spare but dramatic, full of unexpected 
leaps. “It’s classical music with jazz har-
monies,” he says. “It may not sound like 
jazz, but it is.”

For now, Holder’s Symphony No. 1 
exists only in sheet music and in a syn-
thesizer version (you can hear excerpts 
at derwynholder.com/music.html). A live 
performance of the piece is still just a 
dream, but Holder hopes to entice an 
orchestra to perform or even record 
it. He has sent queries to a half-dozen 
groups, including the Boston Modern 
Music Orchestra and the Hart ford 
Symphony. “It only takes one person to 
facilitate the promulgation of this work,” 
he says. “I just need to connect with that 
particular one.”

David Menconi, the music critic at the 
News & Observer in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, is a frequent contributor to Tufts 
Magazine.

Derwyn Holder, 
A60, back in tune 

after heart surgery

Surgical Suite
A jazz composer riffs on Medicare

By David Menconi
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l a u r e l s

NE  W  A D V IS  O RS

DINA AL-TAYEB, DG02, a periodontist who 
practices in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; JAMIE 

DIAMENT-GOLUB, D87, a pediatric dentist 
who practices in Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
LISA VOURAS, D89, who operates a dental 
practice in Reading, Massachusetts, have 
been named to the Board of Advisors to 
the School of Dental Medicine. GREGORY 

H. ALTMAN, A96, G02 , has joined the 
Board of Advisors for Athletics. MICHAEL 

BROUGHTON, managing partner of Sports 
Investment Partners in London; WILLIAM 

E. CRESS, a partner at Prospectus in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts; ALEXANDER 

D. MARIN, A92, senior vice president of 
distribution for Sony Pictures Television; 
and ANKUR SAHU, E91 , a partner and 
co-head of the Asia Pacif ic principal 
investment area for Goldman Sachs in 
Mumbai, India, have been appointed to 
the International Board of Advisors. Tufts 
trustees BETSY BUSCH, M75, a pediatri-
cian and an associate clinical professor 
of pediatrics at Tufts School of Medicine, 
and TINA H. SURH, J93, the chief invest-
ment officer at New York University, have 
joined the Board of Advisors to the Tisch 
College of Citizenship and Public Service. 
New advisors to the Fletcher School are 
DEBASISH “DEV” SANYAL, F88, executive 
vice president and group chief of staff at 
British Petroleum, and JENNIFER TOOLIN-

McAULIFFE, F83, co-head of fixed income 
for Fidelity Investment International. 
ANDREW E. SHAO, N00, president of the 
Friedman School Alumni Association 
and vice president for global product sci-
ence and safety at Herbalife in Torrance, 
California, has been appointed an ex-offi-
cio member of the Board of Advisors to 
the Friedman School. MICHAEL WAGNER, 
president and CEO of Tufts Medical 
Center and the Floating Hospital for 
Children, has been appointed an ex-officio 

member of the Board of Advisors to the 
School of Medicine.

UN  D ERSE    C RETAR     Y  F O R  S C I -TE  C H

REGGIE BROTHERS, E81, received Senate 
confirmation in April as the new under-
secretary for science and technology in 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
He had been deputy assistant defense 
secretary for research since 2011, and also 
chaired the Defense Department’s science 
and technology executive council.

M E D I C AL   S O C IET   Y  TRIBUTES      

HUBERT I. CAPLAN, M55, a clinical profes-
sor at Tufts School of Medicine, received 
the 2014 Award for Distinguished Service 
from the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
The award recognizes a member physi-
cian who has demonstrated leadership 
and a strong commitment to the soci-
ety’s goals. The society presented another 
alumnus, FRANCIS X. ROCKETT, A53, 

M90P, M93P, J96P, a neurosurgeon at 
Newton-Wellesley Hospital, with its 2014 
Lifetime Achievement Award, given to a 
member who has made a lasting contribu-
tion to the practice of medicine.

F O R B E S  M A G A Z INE    H O N O R

PAIGE CRAMER, A06, a neuroscientist 
whose research shows promise in the bat-
tle against Alzheimer’s disease, has, for 
the second consecutive year, been named 
to Forbes magazine’s “30 Under 30” list 
in health and science; the annual desig-
nation recognizes the best and brightest 
young professionals. Cramer, a research 
scientist at the pharmaceutical company 
Merck, studies the cancer drug bexaro-
tene, a possible treatment for Alzheimer’s.

G ER  M AN   M ARS   H ALL    F UN  D

KAREN DONFRIED, F88, F91, the former 
special assistant to President Obama and 
senior director for European affairs on 
the National Security Council, is the new 
president of the German Marshall Fund. 

She is also a member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations and the American 
Council on Germany.

D EAN    O F  NE  W  M E D I C AL   S C H O O L

FRANCISCO FERNANDEZ, M79, professor 
and chair of psychiatry and neurosciences 
at the University of South Florida College 
of Medicine, has been appointed the 
founding dean of the School of Medicine 
at the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley. Fernandez is an expert in the brain’s 
relationship to behavior. He serves as first 
vice president of the American College of 
Psychiatrists and was the recipient of the 
Simón Bolívar Award of the American 
Psychiatric Association for his work in 
Hispanic communities. The new medical 
school will enroll its first class in fall 2016.

NATI    O NAL    TENNIS       A W AR  D

SAMANTHA GANN, A14, captain of the 
women’s tennis team, is this year’s winner 
of the Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s 
Arthur Ashe Jr. Leadership and Sports-
manship Award, given annually to college 
students who have demonstrated great 
achievement on and off the court. Gann 
won two other sportsmanship awards this 
year: the Lindsay Morehouse Award at the 
New England Women’s Intercollegiate 
Tennis Tournament and the NESCAC 
Senior Sportswoman of the Year. Gann is 
the second Tufts player to win the Ashe 
Award; JULIA BROWNE, A11, won it her 
senior year.

S P O RTS    W RITIN     G  A W AR  D

BASIL INCE, A59, a retired professor of 
international relations who taught in 
the West Indies and the United States, 
received the first University of the West 
Indies award for academic writing in 
sport for his books Olympian: Trinidad 
and Tobago in Olympic Sports (UTT Press, 
2011) and Black Meteors: The Caribbean in 
International Track and Field (Ian Randall 
Publishing, 2012). 

more news Keep up with 
all the latest Tufts news and 
events at now.tufts.edu. 
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program will offer incoming undergrads from 
all economic backgrounds the opportunity 
to pursue a year of national or international 

service before starting coursework.
ART OF LISTENING Tufts School of 
Medicine has redoubled its training on how 
to interview patients properly.

newswire continued 



D Y NA  M I C  D U O

VANESSA KIRSCH, J87, a member of the 
board of advisors to Tisch College, and 
her husband, Alan Khazei, were featured 
in a recent Fortune magazine and CNN 
Money article titled “World’s Greatest 
Leaders: Nine Dynamic Duos.” Kirsch 
is the founder and managing director of 
New Profit Inc., which invests in social 
entrepreneurs.

A C H IE  V E M ENT    IN   P S Y C H O L O G Y

RICHARD LERNER, the Bergstrom Chair 
in Applied Developmental Science and 
director of Tufts’ Institute for Applied 
Research in Child Development, will 
receive the American Psychological 
Association’s 2014 Gold Medal for Life 
Achievement in the Applicat ion of 
Psychology during the organization’s 
annual meeting in Washington, D.C., in 
August. The award “recognizes a distin-
guished career and enduring contribution 
to advancing the application of psychol-
ogy to important practical problems.”

P O ETR   Y  A W AR  D

KATIE PETERSON, professor of the practice 
in the English department, has won this 
year’s $10,000 Rilke Prize for her third 
book of poems, The Accounts. 

NUTRITI       O N  S O C IET   Y  F ELL   O W

Economist BEATRICE ROGERS, a profes-
sor at the Friedman School of Nutrition 
Science and Policy who has helped shape 
food-aid policies for more than a dozen 
developing countries over the last thirty-
five years, has been elected a fellow of the 
American Society for Nutrition; it is the 
organization’s highest honor. 

W O M EN  ’ S  LEA   D ERS   H I P  A W AR  D

CORNELIA SCHNEIDER, F06, who works 
to bring rule of law to war zones from 
Afghanistan to the Congo, received the 
first annual Fletcher Women’s Leadership 
Award in March. The award, established 
this year by the Fletcher Board of Advisors 
and the school’s leadership team, honors 
outstanding women graduates who are 
making a meaningful impact in the pri-
vate, public, and NGO sectors.     

the outrage industry
Americans seem to find the “constant 
stream of name-calling, belittling, char-
acter assassination, and falsehoods” 
in the media “quite compelling. By our 
calculation, part of an analysis we did 
for our new book, The Outrage Industry: 
Political Opinion Media and the New 
Incivility, the aggregate daily audience 
for such content is roughly 47 million 
people.” But there’s evidence that “at 
the individual level, such discourse can 
undercut our tolerance of other views 
(as anyone with a different worldview is 
a fool or a menace) and promote misun-
derstandings about public issues.”

And “at the institutional level, out-
rage works to stigmatize compromise 
and bipartisanship, and undercuts the 
political prospects of more moderate 
voices. For legislators, the threat is 
real, as the core audience for outrage is 
highly engaged in the political system. 
In primaries, which are low-turnout af-
fairs, the outrage audience comes out 
to vote. On both the conservative and 
liberal sides, these viewers, listeners, 
and readers are the base. So when 
hosts and bloggers equate compromise 
with capitulation, members of Congress 
hear these themes repeated in emails, 
tweets, and pointed arguments at town 
hall meetings.”

—Jeffrey M. Berry, profes-
sor of political science, and 

Sarah Sobieraj, associate 
professor of sociology, both at 

Tufts, in Politico Magazine

driving blind in Kuwait
“The number of citations issued in 
Kuwait against women driving with veils 
on their face (niqabs or burqas) has 
been steadily falling.” While the number 
“was 2,351 in 2005, it steadily went 
down to 529 in 2006, 180 in 2007, 
102 in 2008, and 19 in 2009, Al-Watan 
Daily reported.” The paper speculated 

that the trend “could be attributed to 
fewer veiled women sitting behind the 
steering wheel or to better compliance 
with traffic rules. The reason could also 
be more leniency from traffic police-
men now getting used to seeing veiled 
women drivers, the paper said. 

“Let me tell you a secret. The 
numbers did not go down. The rule is 
unenforced.”

Perhaps the government is waiting 
for “a huge car accident caused by 
someone in a niqab.”

—Naif Al-Mutawa, A94, in 
Gulf Business

Mandela’s wisdom
“In his own words, Nelson Mandela gave 
us insight into what makes a movement 
successful. For example, he valued 
education, which he called ‘the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.’ He understood the 
importance of creating and maintaining 
a vision: ‘It always seems impossible 
until it’s done.’ He knew when to seize 
the moment: ‘We must . . . realize that 
the time is always ripe to do right.’ He 
understood effective tactics: ‘If you want 
to make peace with your enemy, you 
have to work with your enemy. Then he 
becomes your partner.’” 

But “as successful as Nelson 
Mandela and other champions of social 
justice have been, the work is not com-
plete.” So when we celebrate his life, let 
us remember one more quotation: “‘After 
climbing a great hill, one only finds there 
are many more hills to climb.’”

—Barry S. Levy, adjunct 
professor of public health 

at Tufts School of Medicine, 
and Victor W. Sidel, emeritus 

professor of social medicine at 
Montefiore Medical Center and 

Albert Einstein Medical College, 
in OUPblog from Oxford 

University Press

i.m.h.o. A digest of Jumbo opinion
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everyman who discovers a rare power that Hollywood A-listers 
and billionaire businessmen want to tap into. Meanwhile, he’s 
desperate to find the mysterious woman who captivated him on 
an ill-fated plane ride. 

It’s hard to believe that one of the world’s culinary capitals was 
once a small seaport city with a mere six municipal food 
markets. In Urban Appetites (University of Chicago), CINDY 
LOBEL, J92, looks at how the social, political, and economic 
changes of the nineteenth century transformed New York into a 
foodie paradise.

From a Muslim archivist in Timbuktu who preserves the memory 
of a rabbi to Indian Ocean islanders who maintain the Jewish 
cemetery of escapees from Nazi Germany, WILLIAM F.S. MILES, 
F81, F82, F83, documents Afro-Jewish Encounters (Markus 
Wiener) in a collection of new and revised essays.

In her debut young-adult novel, Tales from My Closet 
(Scholastic), JENNIFER ANNE MOSES, J81, weaves together 
the stories of Justine, Bianca, Becka, Polly, and Anne. Each 
girl has a unique voice and a different fashion issue that 

accentuates the trials of adolescence.

Whether you’re looking for a position in government, education, 
or an NGO, Working World (Georgetown), by SHERRY LEE 
MUELLER, F66, F67, and Mark Overmann, is a valuable reference 
guide to careers in international affairs. Perfect for idealistic 
Tufts students or alumni looking for a meaningful career change. 

Soccer may be the world’s sport, but in Latin America, it’s also 
politics, passion, and history, not to mention a powerful rallying 
point for national unity. JOSHUA H. NADEL, A93, looks at how 
Fútbol! (University Press of Florida) has shaped the destinies of 
Argentina, Honduras, Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay, Chile, and 
Mexico. 

The fictional Smithfield University is teeming with drama, from 
the sociology professor who finds out his provost paramour is 
pregnant, to the president courting a donation from an eccen-
tric ice cream magnate. WILLIAM G. TIERNEY, A75, mines his 
long career in academia for Academic Affairs (Dog Ear), a 
warm-hearted novel about complicated lives and loves in the 
university microcosm. 

he spends his time trying to save the en-
dangered northern diamondback terrapin, 
an endeavor as painstaking and tentative 
as Richard and Clare’s budding relation-
ship. Corinne Demas, J68, has written 
a young-adult novel with tenderness, 
subtlety, and a plot refreshingly free of 
teenage romance. As Clare begins to ap-
preciate the courageous turtles that bury 
their eggs in protective sand and return 
to sea, she comes to understand why her 
father left her and how his struggles will 
shape her maturing values. 

The New 
Southwest: 
Classic Flavors 
with a Modern 
Twist
Hippocrene
Meagan Micozzi, 
J98, moved to 

Arizona from the East Coast and found 
herself on a different culinary planet. 
She eagerly explored the Southwest’s 
bold fusion of Mexican, Native American, 
and American flavors, and this collection 

of eighty original recipes reflects her 
newfound love of ingredients like canela 
(Mexican cinnamon), cotija and Oaxaca 
cheeses, agave nectar, masa harina (corn 
flour), and dozens of varieties of chilies. 
Classic favorites like Navajo fry bread, 
tortillas, and salsa verde are featured 
alongside quirky inspirations like sweet-
glazed avocado doughnuts, stacked 
squash enchiladas, fancified Frito pie, 
and caramel-soaked Mexican chocolate 
pancakes. 

The Animals: A 
Memoir
Saddle Road
Between 1955 and 
2002, Carol Houlihan 
Flynn, professor of 
English emerita, owned 
and lost eleven cats, 

five dogs, twenty-seven pigs, two goats, 
twenty-five newts and salamanders, and 
countless chickens, ducks, and rabbits. 
Her wry, original memoir explores how 
her relationships with the animals—the 
forbidden childhood pet, the ill-fated foray 

into pig farming as her marriage collapsed, 
the violent cat enacting suppressed family 
rage—have helped her create meaning 
from life’s pits and pinnacles, and how, 
ultimately, they taught her about being 
human. She writes, “For the animals are 
all, every one of them, down even to the 
smallest newt, born out of our desire for 
love. And that is where the problem lies.”

F I L M / t v / s t a g e

Live Your Dream: The Taylor 
Anderson Story
The documentary by Regge Life, A74, 
the Distinguished Director in Residence 
at Emerson College, paints a portrait of 
a young woman from Richmond, Virginia, 
who was teaching English in Ishinomaki, 
Japan, when the devastating tsunami and 
subsequent nuclear disaster hit. Taylor 
Anderson lost her life, but her generous 
spirit left a lasting impression on all who 
met her. A tribute to the very Japanese 
values of resilience and persistence, Live 
Your Dream chronicles Taylor’s story from 
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childhood to the catastrophic events of 
March 11, 2011. Available from Global 
Film Network Inc (globalfilmnetwork.net).

5 Runners
Boston Globe arts reporter Geoff Edgers, 
A92, codirected this documentary profiling 
the five men and women who were taking 
their final steps to the finish line as the 
first bomb exploded at the 2013 Boston 
Marathon. The film follows the runners as 
they reflect on the events of that day and 
doggedly pursue their goal of completing 
the 2014 marathon. View the film at  
bit.ly/5_runners.

Saving the Children
Harry Radlife, A71, F73, captured the 
story of one of World War II’s unsung 
heroes, 105-year-old Nicholas Winton, in 
a CBS News 60 Minutes segment he pro-
duced called “Saving the Children.” Winton 
was a successful London stockbroker 
who went to Prague in 1938 and started 
an organization to aid Jewish children 
at risk from Nazi persecution. Dubbed 
the “British Schindler,” he oversaw the 
rescue of 669 children, many of whom had 
parents who would die in Auschwitz, and 
placed them with British families. Winton 
remained mum about these activities for 
years. In 1988, his wife, Grete, found a list 
of the children and the British families who 
took them in. “I work on the motto that if 
something’s not impossible, there must be 
a way of doing it,” Winton told 60 Minutes. 
The segment, which aired on May 4, can 
be viewed at bit.ly/RadlifeChildren.

Damaged Care
High health-care costs and HMOs set 
the feet of at least two musically inclined 
physicians tapping. The Rodgers and 
Hammerstein of the hospital set, Barry 
Levy, A66, and Greg LaGana have been 
performing their musical spoof Damaged 
Care since 1996, and in April brought the 
show to Don’t Tell Mama, a Manhattan 
nightclub. In addition to various health-
care conferences, they’ve tickled funny 
bones off-off Broadway, on Capitol Hill, 
and at the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Boston. More at damagedcare.com.

P oe  t r y  C orner   

Complicity
McClelland & Stewart
The fourth collection by the award-winning poet Adam Sol, A91, 
looks at how we operate in a world compromised by inequal-
ity and disordered priorities. “Notes Found in a Copy of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” juxtaposes Shakespeare’s lines with 

a letter intended to assure the recipient—and the writer—that what happened last 
night wasn’t rape. “Poem for Noah Posner,” one of the young victims of the Sandy 
Hook school shooting, considers the absurdities in our treatment of atrocity.

City Song

Who’s seen the phantom boy 
	 who used to drum pennies against metal gratings
		  down here by the switching station?

Where could he be, now that I finally
	 have something to show him,
		  after months of marching past

on my way to strategy meetings and lunches?
	 I used to shrug
		  at his pathetic entreaties,

suggesting that I had nothing to give him that day,
	 not today,
		  and the shrug satisfied both of us.

He would smile and say, “Nice day,” or “Cold one,”
	 and I would take that for
		  a metaphysical forgiveness. 

In this way we achieved an understanding,
	 a sort of communion between men,
		  an agreement to accept

that we would never touch each other.
	 But here I am,
		  I have walked this strip of sidewalk

for two hours in search of him 
	 because I think I found his dog behind my building,
		  half buried in leaf oatmeal.

Bones so thin they could be syringes.

Excerpted from Complicity. Copyright © 2014 Adam Sol. Published by McClelland & 

Stewart, a division of Random House of Canada Limited. Reproduced by arrangement 

with the Publisher. All rights reserved. 

creations 
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JUMBOS IN SHOWBIZ.  
The tenth annual P.T. Barnum  

Awards honor the father of House of  
Cards (Michael Dobbs, F72, F77), Breaking  

Bad’s karaoke-loving meth cook (David Costabile, 
A89), and the playwright behind Antebellum and 

Bootycandy (Robert O’Hara, A92). Which stars  
of media, performing arts, and entertainment have  

won in the past? See the full lineup at tuftsalumni.org/
ptbarnum. And read about the endowed scholarship 
created in memory of one 2011 winner, the late film 

director Gary Winick, A84, on page 71.
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C A R E E R  D E V E L O P M E N T

Vocation, Vocation, Vocation
The group to join if real estate is your calling

hen he was a junior, joe stampone, a08, 
thought he might like to go into real estate. 

But, he confesses, he was clueless. “I lacked an 
understanding of what the business actually 

consisted of and the wide range of roles I could 
play,” he says. He did, however, have the presence of 

mind to check out the Tufts Career Advisory Network, which put 
him in touch with alumni working 
in real estate. “I was overwhelmed 
by their response. They were 
willing to talk, meet for coffee, and 
give me advice. They went above 
and beyond to help a stranger, the 
only connection being Tufts.”

Now an up-and-coming real 
estate executive in New York City, 
Stampone is a cofounder of the 
rapidly growing Tufts Real Estate 
Network. The group, which he 
started in 2011 with two other 
Tufts alumni in real estate—Arvind Chary and Chris Chao, both 
A03—aims to bring the many Jumbos in the industry together to 
contribute to one another’s success. 

Stampone met Chary after moving to New York in 2009. 
Chary and a Tufts classmate, Alex Foster, A03, had begun a real 
estate investment firm called Atlas Real Estate Partners, which 
buys apartment complexes, office buildings, and other commer-
cial properties. Stampone entered Atlas at the bottom f loor, 
working as an intern. Today he’s vice president of investments, 

and also writes a real estate blog. The firm continues to favor its 
Tufts connections, offering internships and working with frater-
nity brothers, teammates, and roommates to acquire and finance 
investment properties.

After forming the Tufts Real Estate Network, Stampone, 
Chary, and Chao decided to move beyond virtual connections 
and offer live events. They began hosting happy hours in New 

York City. As word spread, they 
added an educational component 
to their gatherings, inviting guest 
speakers from various corners of 
the business. “We launched our 
kickoff event in partnership with 
the Tufts Financial Network,” 
Stampone says.

With more than a hundred 
ac t ive members in t he New 
York area, the Tufts Real Estate 
Network is expanding to new 
locations. It’s forming a Boston 

chapter, and has trained its sights on San Francisco, Philadelphia, 
and Washington, D.C. The group also hopes to engage more with 
current students, whether through campus discussion panels, 
internships, or trips to New York.

“Real estate is a large business, and there are so many roles you 
can play,” Stampone says. “Students should understand all the 
avenues they can take, the highly coveted skills, and the lifestyle 
each position offers. And we’re here to help.” 

—kathy hubbard
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49 HILL The Cheshire Health 

Foundation in Keene, 

NH, honored Arthur E. Cohen, 

M55, retired physician and 

Cheshire County’s first urologist, 

in November for his contributions 

to the care of their community. 

In addition to his Tufts degrees, 

Cohen holds degrees from Georgia 

Institute of Technology, the 

University of Oklahoma, and an 

honorary degree from Keene State 

College. He served in the U.S. 

Public Health Service Reserves for 

sixty-one years.

51 HILL DeWitt Peterson has 

lived in his home, built 

in 1820, in Moorestown, NJ, for 

forty-two years. Since graduation, 

he has been a “jack-of-all-trades,” 

including naval officer, industrial 

engineer, controller, human rela-

tions manager, and a professor of 

business and economics. He trav-

els extensively and attends jazz 

events, including the Hot Steam 

Fest in Essex, CT.

52 HILL Richard Wills has 

published a new book, At 

Home in New England: Royal Barry 

Wills Architects, 1925 to Present.

53 MEDICINE Kenneth 

Nanian writes, “Traveled 

to Paris and Provence with 

Tufts Travel-Learn. I had always 

dreamed of visiting France, with 

its romance, food, and scenery. 

With this journey, I experienced 

everything, from the classic 

Parisian must-sees to the famed 

Provence countryside. The beauti-

ful chateaus, vineyards, and rolling 

hills helped me to fall in love with 

the country. Saw the Eiffel Tower, 

roamed the gardens and halls of 

Versailles, and cruised the Saone 

and Rhone rivers. This was an 

excellent trip!”

55 HILL Joseph R. Standell 

has retired after fifty-four 

years as an attorney with the 

Federal Aviation Administration. 

He also served as U.S. represen-

tative to the 2001 Cape Town 

Convention, was co-chair of the 

International Registry Task Force, 

and keynote speaker at the 2007 

China Aeroleasing Summit in 

Beijing.

56 HILL Edmund J. Burke Jr. 

writes that his son Ned 

lost an eight-year battle with brain 

cancer on January 30. Ned had 

a fifteen-year career in corporate 

communications and investor 

relations with AIG in New York 

City, and leaves a wife and two 

children.

59 HILL Jeanne Livingston’s 

book The Road to 

Consciousness (Mantiou 

Publishing) is available at  

theroadtoconsciousness.com.

63 HILL Betty and Roger 

Borghesani traveled 

to Cuba with Tufts Travel-Learn. 

“We had wanted to go to Cuba for 

years; this opportunity to experi-

ence the island with fellow alumni 

was perfect. Not only did we get 

to see the sites, but we also 

learned from artists, professors, 

and community leaders about life 

in Cuba. We were in Havana for 

most of the journey, but ventured 

outside the city to see the village 

of Cojimar, Ernest Hemingway’s 

home, and also Viñales Valley. We 

enjoyed Cuban cuisine at many 

fine paladars. A highlight was the 

contribution of Tufts host Eulogio 

Guzmán from the School of the 

Museum of Fine Arts.”

64 HILL Cathy (Bao) Bean 

writes that her new book, 

The Chopsticks-Fork Principle x 2, 

A Bilingual Reader, with co-author 

Dongdong Chen, will be published 

as The Course for Cross-Cultural 

Communication by Sun Yat-

sen University Press. The book 

describes how to teach language 

and culture simultaneously and 

uses Bean’s experiences educat-

ing her son to be both Asian 

and American. Thomas A. Hale, 

G68, retired from Penn State 

after thirty-nine years teaching 

African literature and comparative 

literature. His interest in Africa 

stemmed from his two years 

of service in Niger as a Peace 

Corps volunteer after gradua-

tion. He is now completing the 

last of four recent books, France, 

Francophonie, la Françafrique, and 

Africa: From the Culture of Politics 

to the Politics of Culture, and 

devoting more time to his wife, 

Barbara, travel, and relaxation.

65 HILL Mike McConnell and 

Dick Pallan, see Hill 68.

67 HILL Richard L. Abbott, a 

professor of ophthalmol-

ogy at the University of California, 

was selected to receive the Duke 

Elder International Gold Medal, 

awarded to an ophthalmologist 

every four years for leadership, 

teaching, and contributions to the 

field. He is recognized internation-

ally for his role in developing clini-

cal practice guidelines, cognitive 

knowledge modules, and ethics 

regarding eye care and surgery. He 

has written extensively and given 

more than 700 invited lectures.

68 HILL Tufts trustee John 

Bello, A13P, and his wife 

Nancy, J69, A13P, send word that 

they recently hosted the Jumbo 

golf team at Desert Mountain in 

Scottsdale, AZ. Eighteen Jumbo 

golfers, coaches, and alumni, 

including local hosts John Leggat, 

A70; Mike McConnell, A65; Dick 

Pallan, E65, J94P; Scott Urdang, 

A71; and Mady Wolff, enjoyed five 

days in the Arizona sun playing the 

famous courses and experiencing 

the Southwest sights and sounds.

69 HILL Nancy Bello, see 

Hill 68.

70 HILL John Leggat, see 

Hill 68.

71 HILL Mary (Smith) 

Wittenhagen has retired 

from a career in education. She 

	 s u m m e r  2 0 14   t u f ts  m ag a z i n e   47

T h e  A l u m n i  C o m m u n i t y  D i g e s t

classes
KEY 
class year abbreviations

A: Liberal Arts

BSOT: Boston School of  
Occupational Therapy

BOUVÉ: Bouvé-Boston School of 
Physical Education

CRANE: Crane Theological 
School

D: Dental

DG: Dental Certificate

E: Engineering

ELIOT-PEARSON: Eliot-Pearson 
Department of Child Development

F: Fletcher School

G: Graduate School 

H: Honorary Degree

J: Jackson College

L: Sackler School of Graduate 
Biomedical Sciences

M: Medical

SMFA: School of the Museum of 
Fine Arts

N: Friedman School of Nutrition 
Science and Policy

P: Parent of student

V: Cummings School of  
Veterinary Medicine



Photo: Sam Hodgson

received a master’s from Lesley 

University in early childhood 

education and a doctorate from 

UMass Lowell in educational 

leadership. She taught students in 

preschool through graduate school 

and spent her last fourteen years 

as a school principal in Billerica, 

MA. She and her husband, Tom, 

now travel, and she serves on her 

local scholarship board. Scott 

Urdang, see Hill 68.

72 HILL Lesley Fernow, M76, 

writes, “Just home from a 

fabulous time in China with Tufts 

Travel-Learn. Walking the Great 

Wall made history come alive, as 

I imagined enemy invaders trying 

to cross this ancient fortification. 

And to think the mortar holding it 

together is made with sticky rice, 

lime, and kiwi! Our fantastic river 

boat cruise to the Three Gorges 

showed us more of the country’s 

natural beauty while we enjoyed 

excellent lectures from Tufts fac-

ulty as well as time to relax. It was 

wonderful to meet so many fellow 

Jumbos halfway around the world. 

Tufts alumni are everywhere!”

MEDICAL Roger F. Landry, 

president of Masterpiece Living, is 

the author of Live Long, Die Short: 

A Guide to Authentic Health and 

Successful Aging (Greenleaf Book 

Group). It is a roadmap for aging 

in a better way and a call to action 

for individuals, organizations, and 

societies to utilize the enormous 

potential of older adults. Landry, 

a flight surgeon in the Air Force 

for more than twenty-two years, 

retired as a decorated full colonel 

and chief flight surgeon.

74 HILL Audrey J. Appleby 

hosted a screening of her 

fifteen-minute documentary, Tiny 

Miracles: Awakening Memory and 

Emotion in an Alzheimer’s World, 

in February in Greenwich, CT. Her 

work uses dance and music to 

D o e r ’ s  p r o f i l e

LEe Nordan, A68
HOME: Rancho Santa Fe, California
OCCUPATION: Eye surgeon, entrepreneur
EYE-OPENING MOMENT: A 1978 lecture by 
the Spanish-born ophthalmologist José 
Barraquer, inventor of an ingenious vision-
correcting technique that involved removing 
the front of the cornea, freezing it, reshap-
ing it with a contact-lens lathe, thawing it, 
and then reattaching it. “He was making a 
contact lens out of your own cornea.”
FEATHERS IN HIS SURGICAL CAP: Bringing 
the Barraquer technique—which he learned 
from the master—to San Diego; then, in 
the 1990s, helping to refine LASIK surgery, 
which he adapted to correct astigmatism 
(“that’s where your cornea is shaped like a 
spoon—more curved in one direction than 
in the other”)
WORK HE’S HAD DONE ON HIS OWN CORNEAS: 
None. “I’m one of the few eye surgeons who 
have great distance vision.”
LATEST PROJECT: Developing new eye 
medications. Eye Therapies, of which he’s 
CEO and cofounder, has formulated an 
eye drop—recently licensed to Bausch & 

Lomb—that whitens eyes without causing 
them to build up a tolerance, as existing 
products do.
NEXT UP: A glaucoma drop, an artificial tear, a 
drop that cleans your contact lenses while you 
wear them. “And this is going to sound wild. 
We have created an eye drop that can replace 
reading glasses.” How’s that again? “You put 
the drop in, and for eight hours you will be 
able to read without your glasses.” The drops 
are on track for FDA approval within four 
years.
FAVORITE PASTIMES: Golf, entertaining 
friends and family with coin and card tricks 
around his backyard teppanyaki grill, and, 
in earlier days, driving fast cars and flying 
helicopters
DEFINING TRAITS: Goal oriented, mechani-
cally inclined, fanatical about excellence (a 
quality ingrained by his schoolteacher father, 
who told him, “The job’s not done until you 
tie a ribbon around it”)
HIS EDUCATION: B.S. (biology), Tufts; M.D., 
University of New Mexico; surgical training, 
Jules Stein Eye Institute, UCLA
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unlock memory and emotion in 

Alzheimer’s patients. Linda (Fine) 

Shapiro, A06P, E09P, G08P, has 

moved to the intellectual property 

law boutique of Westerman, 

Hattori, Daniels & Adrian LLP in 

Washington, DC. Karen Milner, 

A10P, see Hill 75.

75 HILL Karen Giannelli, 

Debra Gibson, Karen 

Milner, J74, A10P, and Marti 

Osborne, J76, have reconnected 

after twenty-five years and have 

been reuniting semi-annually in 

the New York/Philadelphia area. 

William G. Tierney, university pro-

fessor and co-director of the Pullias 

Center for Higher Education at the 

University of Southern California, 

has published his first novel, 

Academic Affairs: A Love Story. 

More at williamgtierneybooks.com.

76 HILL Marti Osborne, see 

Hill 75.

77 DENTAL Edward F. 

Pergiovanni and his wife, 

Mary, have been named fellows 

of the International College of 

Dentists, the oldest and largest 

honorary dental organization. Both 

have volunteered for many years 

with dental mission projects in 

Honduras, Haiti, Mexico, and the 

Cheyenne River Lakota Reservation 

in South Dakota. They were 

designated “Hometown Heroes” 

by WFSB-TV in Hartford, and both 

have received the St. Joseph Medal 

from the Archdiocese of Hartford.

78 MEDICINE Kenneth 

Polivy writes, “Traveled 

with Tufts Travel-Learn to Apulia, 

a hidden gem in Italy. Polignano 

a Mare was the perfect town for 

our home base. It is an old fishing 

village located on the Adriatic, 

with limestone cliffs and winding 

streets in the Murat quarter. The 

local people were wonderful. 

Interacting with them was one of 

the highlights for me! Professor 

Eulogio Guzmán, our faculty host 

and lecturer, was excellent, giving 

context to the area we visited.”

79 FLETCHER Dennis W. 

Johnson has taken leave 

from his credit administration 

duties to head the Real Estate 

Industries Group for Bank of the 

Sierra. The group encompasses all 

consumer mortgage origination, 

mortgage correspondent banking, 

mortgage warehouse finance 

activities, and appraisal depart-

ment oversight.

80 HILL Carla A. Schwartz’s 

book of poems Mother, 

One More Thing was published by 

Turning Point Books. To learn more, 

including a schedule of her Boston-

area readings, see carlapoet.com.

81 HILL Patrick G. Barclay, 

who holds an Ed.M. from 

Harvard and a master of library 

and information science from the 

University of South Florida, is one 

of the first Americans to earn a 

law degree from China’s Renmin 

University School of Law. When 

asked why China, Barclay said, 

“China and the U.S. are the heavy-

weights on each side of a scale 

that balances global security, world 

political power, and international 

financial stability.” Christopher R. 

Vaccaro is now a partner at Looney 

& Grossman LLP in Boston.
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83 HILL Mara G. Aspinall, 

president and CEO of 

Tucson-based Ventana Medical 

Systems Inc., has been named to 

the board of Science Foundation 

Arizona. She is a leader in person-

alized medicine and was involved 

in Massachusetts’ effort to build 

and sustain a quality K–12 educa-

tion system. Benjamin A. Cray, a 

scientist at the Naval Undersea 

Warfare Center in Newport, RI, 

has been named a fellow of the 

Acoustical Society of America. 

He holds seven patents and has 

authored numerous articles for the 

Journal of the Acoustical Society 

of America. After Tufts, he earned 

a master’s from Yale and a doctor-

ate from North Carolina State. His 

specialties include underwater 

acoustic sensors.

DENTAL Lili K. Horton was 

installed as the president of 

the Hawaii Dental Association 

in November 2013, and was 

also inducted as a fellow of the 

International College of Dentists. 

John R. Ricci, D17P, writes, “My 

son, Eric J. Ricci, has enrolled at 

Tufts as a member of the Class of 

D17. This past October, I had the 

honor of presenting him with his 

white coat. This is my thirtieth year 

in private practice.”

VETERINARY Elizabeth Hall 

writes, “Home from Iceland, and it 

was even better than anticipated. 

We had the opportunity to explore 

the historic city of Reykjavik and 

the natural wonders on the rest of 

the island—all in a long weekend! 

The trip was an absolute dream 

come true. Best of all, we traveled 

with Tufts through Travel-Learn 

and got to hang out with Jumbos 

all weekend. We’re already plan-

ning where to go with them next.”

85 HILL Michael R. 

Broderick has opened 

a freelance voice-over business, 

Mike Broderick Voice Over. More 

at mikebroderickvoiceover.com.

FLETCHER Kimberly A. 

Conyngham joined JPMorgan in 

October 2012 as an executive 

director with risk management 

responsibility for the global trade 

business.

86 HILL Peter H. Zackin, 

A15P; Leslie A. Zackin, 

A15P; Jennifer R. Shufro, A17P; 

and Nicholas Shufro, A17P, gath-

ered for a mini-reunion recently in 

New Haven, CT.

87 HILL Christopher J. 

Charnas’ company, Links 

Capital Advisors, has added a 

new service line, Marina Capital 

Advisors, which specializes in the 

sale of marinas nationwide. See 

marinacapitaladvisors.com.

89 HILL Joseph Aloysius 

Hennessey, an attorney 

with Beins, Goldberg & Hennessey, 

has been involved in several 

international lawsuits recently, 

including representing Kuwait-

based MAKS Inc. General Trading 

and Contracting Company against 

Tennessee-based EOD Technology 

Inc. For more information, see 

bghllp.com. Beth Glassman 

Schulman has been named 

chief human resources officer at 

Widener University in Chester, PA. 

She also serves as board chair of 

Women’s Way, a nonprofit devoted 

to an equitable, just, and safe 

future for all women and girls in 

the Greater Philadelphia region. 

Glassman received a J.D. from 

Widener School of Law and most 

recently served as vice president 

of human resources at Brandywine 

Realty Trust.

91 HILL After being on 

dialysis for seven years 

and on a kidney transplant waiting 

list for six years, Peter A. Cordeiro 

received his transplant in August 

2013 at Massachusetts General 

Hospital and reports that he is 

“doing fine.” Anne Sauer, G98, 

who has worked in the archives at 

Tufts since 1998, stepped down 

as director of Digital Collections 

and Archives to become director of 

Rare and Manuscript Collections 

for the Cornell University Library.

92 HILL Martin and Nicki 

Berlyn Katz, G95, 

announced the birth of a boy, 

Nate Lev Katz, on September 

28, 2013, in New York City. He 

joins big brother Aven Gabriel, 

who is seventeen months. Scott 

J. Epstein is now senior product 

manager at SpringerOpen in New 

York City, where he promotes 

fully open-access journals in 

physics, materials science, 

mathematics, and human sci-

ences. Lori (Grossman) Ciotti is 

director of the Renfrew Center of 

Massachusetts, a pioneer in the 

treatment of women with eating 

disorders and related mental 

health issues. She married Glenn 

Ciotti in August 2013, and they 

live in the Boston area with their 

four children. Anna Kang Weyant, 

a writer and screenwriter, and her 

husband, Christopher Weyant, a 

cartoonist for The New Yorker, are 

publishing their first children’s 

picture book, You Are (Not) 

Small, which will be available on 

Amazon.com. They are working on 

their second book, That’s (Not) 

Mine. Aidan Lamothe, the six-

year-old son of David G. Lamothe, 

G94, and Jill Teeters has been 

named the 2014 March of Dimes 

National Ambassador. Aidan, who 

was born eleven weeks early, 

will travel cross-country with his 

mother, a marketing coordina-

tor, and father, a civil engineer, 

courtesy of United Airlines, to 

raise awareness of the need for 

research and community pro-

grams to prevent premature birth 

and birth defects. See  
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D o e r ’ s  p r o f i l e

JESSICA ANDERSEN, J94, G00
HOME: Southeastern Connecticut, “at the 
perfect halfway point between good mountain 
biking and good fishing”
MAIN LINE OF WORK: Romance writer, under 
both the nom de plume Jesse Hayworth (for 
contemporary Western tales full of hominess 
and good humor) and her own name (for 
sexy, suspenseful forays into the paranormal). 
Among her latest releases are the Novels of the 
Nightkeepers series, “about the men, women, 
and magic needed to fight an uprising of 
Mayan demons,” and Winter at Mustang Ridge, 
“in which a cowgirl-turned-photographer 
comes home to the family dude ranch and falls 
for a stray dog and the local vet, in roughly that 
order.” (More at jessicaandersen.com.)
SIDE GIG: Freelance scientific editing. “I get 
manuscripts on everything from environ-
mental conservation issues to nano-level drug 
delivery systems, and I’ve been able to work my 
editing schedule around my fiction deadlines.”
KNOWS HER WRITING’S ON A ROLL WHEN: “I 
have a swagger, sort of throwing the words 
on the page and trusting that the readers are 
going to love them as much as I do.” 

KNOWS IT’S OFF THE RAILS WHEN: “I move 
commas around like they’re tiny pieces of 
furniture. Usually the reason is that I don’t 
know what comes next, so I sit down in front 
of my plotting board—it’s a tri-fold display 
board like those you see at science fairs, and 
all my plot points and scene notes are on it.” 
CRACKS UP OVER: Her typos. (“He looked 
over his shoulder, to where a pair of buttered 
suitcases sat open on the bed.” “Reaching a 
long arm over to the bedside table, he came up 
with a box of condors.”)
CHILLS BY: Volunteering at an equine rescue. 
“The horses tend to be anxious, and their 
brains are usually spinning so fast that I need 
to give them my calmest, most confident self.”
DEFINING TRAITS: Warmth, smarts, a sense of 
fun, and an utter lack of pretense
FAVORITE HAPPILY-EVER-AFTER STORY: Her 
own, in which she found true love in her late 
thirties (thank you, Match.com), married the 
man of her dreams, and settled down with her 
hubby and a pair of rescue kitties.
HER EDUCATION: B.S. (biology), Ph.D. 
(genetics), Tufts 

bit.ly/lamothe. In his second 

season as head basketball coach 

for the Towson University Tigers, 

Patrick J. Skerry, G95, led the 

team to a second-place finish in 

the Colonial Athletic Association, 

marking the best single-season 

improvement in NCAA Division I 

basketball history.

94 HILL Arif G. Bhimani, of 

Brookline, MA, has been 

appointed commercial banking offi-

cer for Middlesex Savings Bank. 

Bhimani holds an MBA in finance 

and international business from 

Boston College and serves on the 

board of the YMCA at Oak Square 

in Brighton.

95 HILL Christianna M. 

Beebe and Chad Smith 

announced the birth of a boy, 

Carter Christian Smith, on 

September 29, 2013. “He is an 

absolute joy, very funny, and we 

feel lucky to be his parents. He 

is sometimes a vampire baby 

who likes to latch onto my neck!” 

writes Beebe.

96 HILL Adam L. Kraemer 

has been promoted to 

editorial group supervisor at Cline, 

Davis & Mann in New York City. He 

has been with the company since 

July 2010. He lives in Astoria, NY, 

and often walks home when the 

weather’s nice.

97 HILL Abdulla 

Abdulwaheed, D02, 

writes that he had “the extraor-

dinary privilege” of meeting with 

President Obama in Boston, where 

he presented the president with 

a tri-colored ribbon to remind him 

of the plight of millions suffering 

from chronic and incurable dis-

ease. “We spoke of cureall.org, an 

innovative platform utilizing crowd 

sourcing and funding to accelerate 

the pace of dental and medical 
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research,” Abdulwaheed reports. 

Rishi Manchanda, M03, MPH03, 

a National Health Service Corps 

alum and author of The Upstream 

Doctors: Medical Innovators Track 

Sickness to Its Source, is the lead 

physician at a veterans’ clinic in 

Los Angeles. David A. Raff is the 

science advisor to the Bureau of 

Reclamation, a federal water man-

agement agency, ensuring that it 

adheres to the Department of the 

Interior’s Scientific and Scholarly 

Integrity Policy; he also oversees 

the bureau’s research and devel-

opment office.

GRADUATE Sharon M. Dennis-

Belding is the new director of 

community education for the 

Chelmsford, MA, public school 

system.

98 HILL Akshay N. Belani, 

a graduate of St. John’s 

University School of Law, is now 

a partner at Bingham McCutchen 

LLP in the firm’s New York 

office. He is a member of the 

Financial Institutions Regulatory, 

Enforcement, and Litigation Group, 

and his practice focuses on 

derivatives and their application 

in trading, structured products, 

and capital markets. Belani has 

been a frequent speaker and 

writer on topics related to the 

new global derivatives market 

structure. Molly D. Blank, who 

lives in Cape Town, has published 

her first book, How to Fix South 

Africa’s Schools: Lessons from 

Schools that Work, which tells the 

stories of South African schools 

that are successfully serving 

disadvantaged communities. 

In 2012, Blank started her own 

production company, Dispatch 

Films (dispatchfilms.com). In 

2008, Jason A. Cianchette 

founded Liquid Wireless, a mobile 

marketing company that was 

acquired by Publishers Clearing 

House, for which he is now general 

manager. Matthew S. DelNero 

has been appointed deputy chief 

of the Federal Communications 

Commission’s Wireline 

Competition Bureau. He joined 

the FCC from Covington & Burling 

LLP, where he was a partner in the 

firm’s communications and media 

practice. Matt lives in Washington 

with his husband, C. Paul Heins, 

and their two plump cats.

99 HILL Jason M. Burke, see 

Hill 00. Major Brendan 

J. Cullinan and Major Eric K. 

Hanson, A00, had their picture 

taken holding a Tufts flag at their 

101st Airborne Division U.S. 

Army headquarters in Bagram, 

Afghanistan.

00 HILL David J. Ball is a 

partner with Bracewell & 

Giuliani in New York. His practice 

focuses on civil litigation, with an 

emphasis on appeals, complex 

commercial litigation, consumer 

class actions, and bankruptcy liti-

gation. Ball earned his law degree 

from New York University School 

of Law. Jaime Bertner Burke and 

Jason M. Burke, E99, announced 

the birth of a boy, Simon Robert, 

born July 25, 2013. Simon joins 

his four-year-old sister Lily at home 

in Boston’s South End. Eric K. 

Hanson, see Hill 99.

01 HILL Sean C. Aronson’s 

short documentary film 

Sending Aloha Abroad was fea-

tured in the Hawaii International 

Film Festival in October 2013. 

It portrays Hawaii’s twelve-week 

Peace Corps training programs 

in the 1960s that prepared more 

than 9,000 Americans for service 

in Asia and the Pacific Islands.

02 HILL Meredith A. Lahaie 

was promoted to partner 

at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 

Feld in New York City. She received 

her J.D. from the University of 

Connecticut School of Law and 

represents debtors, creditors, 

and bondholders in large Chapter 

11 cases and out-of-court 

restructurings.

03 HILL Sarah H. Damsgaard 

and Peter K. Damsgaard, 

A04, announced the birth of 

their first son, Soren Habitz 

Damsgaard, on September 18, 

Greg Katz, A06, and 
Jimmy Edgerton, E06
In 2010 Greg Katz, A06, took a year off from 
medical school to work on the Dr. Oz televi-
sion show. “I learned a lot about how tough 
our food system is for people who are trying to 
make smart choices,” says Katz, who is about 
to become chief resident in internal medicine 
at NYU Medical Center. He had an idea: chick-
peas on the go. “Roasted chickpeas fueled me 
through med school.” Instead of running to the 
vending machine, Katz kept the oven in his tiny 

East Village apartment burning the midnight gas. “It didn’t have a dial,” he remembers, but Katz 
knew by sight and smell when his favorite snack was perfectly roasted. The chickpeas were a 
hit with his friends. When Katz caught up with Jimmy Edgerton, E06, on a trip to Europe, he was 
reminded of his friend’s head for business. Edgerton is not only a real estate developer but also 
the founder of Edge Lifestyle Fitness, a personal training and nutrition consultancy. Katz asked 
him, “Why don’t you sell this snack?” Edgerton was intrigued. “There’s an elegant simplicity to 
it,” he says. The duo rented a commercial testing space. “We made dozens of batches that were 
totally inedible, burnt, undercooked,” Katz laughs. The best recipe is cooked at a steady tempera-
ture, stirred frequently, and seasoned at the right time. “It’s not complicated, but it is precise.” 
They named the business 2Armadillos (a brainstorming whim) and began walking into stores 
to pitch their product. The biggest boost came from a recent win on The Today Show’s “Start 
Up to Success” series. Marcus Lemonis, star of CNBC’s The Profit, offered to invest $100,000 
and is now in partnership discussions with the firm. Edgerton and Katz are almost evangelical 
about their product. “We want to change the snacking default,” Katz says. “We view ourselves 
as a for-profit company that has a public health mission. And we want to change the world.”

al  u mn  i  h i g h l i g h t

Edgerton (left) and 
Katz: gonzo for garbanzos.
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2013, in Milwaukee, WI. After 

serving as senior strategist for R/

GA in New York, Jonathan A. Jones 

is now chief digital officer for Incite 

Agency, a communications firm co-

founded by Robert Gibbs, the for-

mer press secretary in the Obama 

administration. Jones was the 

first digital strategist for Obama’s 

2008 presidential campaign.

04 HILL Phillip A. 

Berenbroick married 

Reshma Champaneria on June 16, 

2012, in Long Neck, DE. Jumbos 

in attendance included Lauren 

(Amira) McNamara; Thad Cox; 

Jonathan Hatae; Daniel Kleinman; 

Ryan Loughlin; Jonathan Parker; 

Nick Salvado; Philip Sarges, 

M09; Niv Shah; Meena Sharma; 

and Ken Shaw, E06. The couple 

resides in Arlington, VA. Peter K. 

Damsgaard, see Hill 03.

05 HILL Brett A. Weiner had 

his short film Verbatim 

selected for the 2014 Sundance 

Film Festival.

06 HILL Ken Shaw, see Hill 

04.

07 HILL Amber W. Countis, 

G09, has been elected 

an international vice president 

for Alpha Omicron Pi Fraternity, 

an organization of professional 

women. Countis is director of 

prospect research at Norwich 

University and has served and led 

collegiate and alumni networks in 

North America for twelve years.

09 HILL Michael Sherry, 

former press secretary 

for Suffolk District Attorney Dan 

Conley’s 2013 campaign for mayor 

of Boston, is now a director at the 

government affairs and public rela-

tions firm of O’Neill and Associates. 

He specializes in media relations, 

message development, community 

relations, and political campaigns. 

Lauren K. Stahl, a New York–based 

accountability coach, founded 

SPARKITE to help users stay 

accountable to their goals. She 

writes, “People are SPARKING now 

in five continents, twenty-seven 

states, and fifteen countries.”

10 HILL Amanda Russo 

writes that Whitney 

Hardy, former women’s soccer 

captain at Tufts, was involved 

in an accident while out for her 

evening run in February. While her 

injuries and their lasting effects 

remain unknown, it’s clear she’s 

in for a long, difficult recovery. 

To support Whitney, her fiancé 

Dan Stebbins, and their families, 

Russo urges you to donate at bit.

ly/whitneyhardy. Alyssa J. Irizarry 

has published an article, “Imaging 

Conservation: Sea Turtle Murals 

and Their Effect on Community 

Pro-environmental Attitudes in 

Baja California Sur, Mexico,” in 

Ocean & Coastal Management. 

The article is based on research 

she conducted while studying in 

Mexico with the School for Field 

Studies in 2009. Sampathkumar 

Veeraraghavan has received two 

prestigious international awards, 

the IEEE Eta Kappa Nu (HKN) 

Outstanding Young Professional 

Award and the 2013 IEEE MGA 

Achievement Award. The IEEE is 

the world’s largest professional 

organization for the advancement 

of technology.

SACKLER Styliani Antonara 

has been certified as a diplo-

mate of the American Board of 

Medical Microbiology, the highest 

credential a doctoral-level clinical 

microbiologist can achieve.

11 GRADUATE Meron 

Langsner writes that her 

play Bystander 9/11: A Theatre 

Piece Concerning the Events of 

September 11, 2001 was included 

in The Methuen Drama Anthology 

of Testimonial Plays (Bloomsbury, 

2014). She says her work is an 

impressionistic but wholly authen-

tic response to the catastrophe 

as it unfolded and in the days 

following.

Andrew Parker, A12
When Andrew Parker, A12, set off on his 2,185-mile, fourteen-state, five-month “thru-hike” of the 
entire Appalachian Trail, he had a simple plan: walk north. “It is rare, I think, that in life we are 
presented with so straightforward a task as to simply walk in one direction,” he writes. Parker 
originally thought his long “walk in the woods”—inspired by the Bill Bryson book of that name—
would be a solitary journey of self-discovery. But he found that his biggest takeaway was the kind-
ness of others he encountered on the path between Springer Mountain in Georgia and Katahdin 
in Maine: from the “trail angels”—locals who left “trail magic” like sandwiches and homemade 
brownies in coolers along the path—to the hikers he knew only by trail name. He also felt closer to 
his mother, who had instilled in him a love of nature—and who lost her battle with breast cancer in 

2009. As he approached the summit of Katahdin, 
the last climb of the trek, he says, “the raw emo-
tion that I had felt after my mother’s death came 
rushing back all at once, and the pain of that loss 
was suddenly more unavoidable and immediate 
than it had ever been.” Yet in that moment he 
still cheered with his comrades. Looking back, he 
writes, “I had encountered curious bears, skit-
tish bobcats, irate rattlesnakes, clumsy moose, 
and meddlesome ponies. I had persisted through 
unceasing driving rain, subzero temperatures, 
scalding heat waves, and hordes of pesky mosqui-
toes. I had clambered over jagged peaks and fields 
of boulders, moseyed through mountaintop mead-
ows, forded rushing rivers, and wandered through 
ancient, timeless forests. But mostly I had walked 
for a really, really, really long time.” Read more 
and see photos at tuftsalumni.org/appalachia.

al  u mn  i  h i g h l i g h t

Parker on the trail
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in memoriam
1940s

RICHARD J. COAR, E42, a pioneer 

in aerospace propulsion and 

former president of the aerospace 

manufacturer Pratt & Whitney, 

on December 29, 2013. Early in 

his career, as a test engineer for 

Pratt & Whitney, he helped make 

engines for U.S. aircraft during 

World War II. He also helped lead 

the firm into gas turbine engine 

design and development. He 

oversaw the introduction of the 

powerful turbofan engines that 

made jumbo jets possible and 

revolutionized commercial air 

travel. Coar received the Daniel 

Guggenheim Medal in 1998 for 

notable achievement in the ad-

vancement of aeronautics, and he 

held more than a dozen patents. 

Among his many lifelong interests 

were golf, fine music, and sailing. 

Coar’s first wife, CECILE BERLE 

COAR, J41, G42, died in 1971; his 

second wife, Lucille, passed away 

in 2013.

EDWIN G. BRAINERD, D43B, 

on November 25, 2013. During 

World War II, he was a captain in 

the U.S. Army and was a dentist 

attached to “Merrill’s Marauders,” 

a jungle warfare unit in Burma. 

Following his honorable discharge, 

he established a dental practice 

in Willimantic, CT, and served the 

community for forty-two years. 

Brainerd enjoyed spending time 

at his summer home in Madison, 

where he fished and cruised the 

Long Island Sound with his sons.

ARTHUR H. HIRSHBERG, E46, 

of Van Nuys, CA, on January 10, 

2014. He was a co-chair of the 

Tufts annual fund campaign in the 

1960s, a regional vice president 

of the Tufts Alumni Association 

for eight years, and chair of the 

Tufts Alumni Admissions Program. 

Hirshberg received the Tufts 

Service Citation and the Tufts 

University Alumni Association 

Distinguished Service Award for 

his unwavering dedication to the 

university.

PAUL B. LAWRENCE, E47, of 

Apopka, FL, on February 24, 2014. 

An engineer and Navy captain, he 

worked on many power projects, in-

cluding the lighting in the Vehicle 

Assembly Building at NASA’s 

Kennedy Space Center, the EPCOT 

theme park, and the Orlando 

Convention Center. He taught 

Sunday school for many years and 

was very active in his church.

CHANDLER S. MURRAY, 

D49, on January 20, 2014. 

Murray served as a medic in 

the European theater during 

World War II; he studied at the 

Sorbonne for a semester after 

his deployment. He had his own 

dental practice in Middlebury, VT, 

where he was an active member 

of the community and performed 

in Damn Yankees with the 

Middlebury Community Players. 

He also served as president of 

the Vermont Dental Association 

and sat on the Vermont Board of 

Dental Examiners. A music lover 

and tinkerer, Murray built himself 

a harpsichord. He was also a 

gardener and nature lover.

1950s

MERRILL BLEYLE, A50, on July 

16, 2013. Bleyle served as a 

sergeant in the U.S. Army Air 

Forces during World War II and 

was stationed at Okinawa, Japan. 

He was a research and develop-

ment chemist at the W.R. Grace 

Company for more than thirty-five 

years, working in the Organic 

Chemicals Division in Cambridge 

and Lexington, MA. He had a 

keen interest in polymerization 

and authored twenty-one patents. 

Bleyle was an avid skier and had a 

private pilot’s license.

JAMES N. HAYWARD, A50, 

M54, on April 14, 2014. As an 

undergraduate at Tufts, Hayward 

was an All-American in lacrosse 

and active in the Delta Tau 

Delta fraternity. He served with 

the U.S. Army of Occupation in 

Japan from 1946 to 1947. After 

an internship and residency at 

Boston City Hospital and the 

University Hospitals of Cleveland, 

he completed a two-year resi-

dency in neurology at the Harvard 

Neurological Unit of Boston City 

Hospital. He completed an NIH 

neurology research fellowship 

at the University of Rochester 

School of Medicine and Dentistry 

and was an NIH research fellow 

in neuroendocrinology in the 

Department of Anatomy at UCLA 

School of Medicine. An expert in 

the neuroendocrine system, he 

became a professor of anatomy 

and medicine at UCLA. In 1976, 

Hayward was appointed professor 

and chair of the new Department 

of Neurology at the University of 

North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and 

neurologist-in-chief at the UNC 

Hospitals and Clinics. In 1979, he 

was named the first H. Houston 

Merritt Distinguished Professor 

of Neurology at UNC. He retired 

in 1995. During his forty-year 

academic career, Hayward pub-

lished more than seventy research 

papers, twenty book chapters, 

and ninety abstracts.

CAROLYN P. WASHBURN, J50, 

on January 9, 2014. She received 

a master’s degree in special 

education from Eastern Michigan 

University and was a special edu-

cation teacher in the Farmington, 

MI, public schools for seventeen 

years. Her father, HENRY PRIEST, 

was a 1914 graduate of Tufts. 

Washburn had a special love for 

Vermont, and her family spent 

much time at their cottage on 

Lake Parker in West Glover. 

Among her survivors are her 

husband, JOHN M. WASHBURN 

III, E50, and her sister, VIRGINIA 

PRIEST WESTON, J46.

WILLIAM E. MULLIN JR., A51, 

G57, J83P, of Cape Cod, MA, on 

February 22, 2014. As an under-

graduate at Tufts, Mullin was a 

catcher on the only Tufts baseball 

team to advance to the NCAA 

College World Series, in 1950. He 

served in the U.S. Navy during the 

Korean War and later became a 

teacher, coach, and administrator 

for more than twenty-five years 

at the high schools in Milton and 

Northbridge, MA. In retirement, 

he was an interpreter at Plimoth 

Plantation, traveled, and coached 

youth baseball.

KENNETH C. “BUSTER” 

CRAFTS, A52, J90P, of Gardner, 

MA, on January 3, 2014. At 

Tufts, Crafts was a member of 

Delta Tau Delta and the men’s 

lacrosse team. He was active in 

the Jumbo Club and for decades 

enjoyed attending Tufts football 

games, tailgating with his family, 

and meeting friends at Ellis Oval. 

Crafts was a sales representative 

for Union Camp Corporation (now 

International Paper Company). He 

leaves his wife of fifty-one years, 

RUTH TIKKANAN CRAFTS, J90P, 

and daughters Martha Keating and 

SARAH B. CRAFTS GROVE, J90.

JOYCE G. DENNING, J54, of 

Wakefield, MA, on February 2, 

2014. After receiving her master’s 

degree in economics from Duke 

continued on page 57
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Network Newsman  
David Burke, A57, H09
He mentored Tufts students interested in media careers

David Burke, A57, H09, who held leadership positions at 
ABC News and CBS News and served as the top aide to U.S. 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., and New York Governor 
Hugh Carey, died on April 24, 2014, at Lawrence Memorial 
Hospital in Medford, Massachusetts, from complications of 
vascular dementia.

A universally revered broadcast journal-
ist, Burke guided many Tufts students who 
wanted to pursue careers in the media.

“David Burke changed my life and the 
lives of so many others,” said Neal B. 
Shapiro, A80, who Burke hired as a research 
assistant at ABC News fresh out of Tufts. 
“He set a standard for integrity in everything 
he did, so he was a role model for me as I 
worked my way through the broadcast indus-
try,” said Shapiro, who became president of 
NBC News and is now president and CEO of 
WNET-TV in New York. “He loved hearing how 
Tufts students went on to do great things 
inspired by his life and values.”

Tara D. Sonenshine, J81, the undersec-
retary for public diplomacy and public affairs 
in the U.S. Department of State, said, “Those of us from Tufts 
who had the honor of working for him relished the moments at 
the end of the day when we would be invited into his office to 
watch the evening news and witness David taking a call from 
[ABC News president Roone Arledge] on the red phone. We 
sat opposite David listening to every word and trying to absorb 
his knowledge. Simply put, we were in awe of him. We were 
his children—his professional pride-and-joy children—and we 
felt special.”

After graduating from Tufts and earning his M.B.A. at the 
University of Chicago, Burke started his career in government, 
working with future Secretary of Labor and Secretary of State 
George Schultz, whom he had met at Chicago, to produce 
a major report that laid the groundwork for a national labor 
relations policy. Burke continued working on labor issues as a 
member of President John F. Kennedy’s Labor Advisory Council.

He joined Ted Kennedy’s staff in 1965, serving as a 
legislative aide and then chief of staff. Burke left Washington 

in 1971 to join the Dreyfus Corporation as special assistant 
to the chairman; he launched the Third Century Fund, which 
continues to invest in socially conscious companies. He then 
went on to hold the second ranking position in New York state 
government, serving as secretary to Governor Carey.

At ABC News, which he joined in 1977 
as vice president, and of which he later 
became executive vice president, Burke 
worked with Arledge to elevate the net-
work from third to first in the ratings with 
such signature programs as World News 
Tonight with Peter Jennings, Nightline with 
Ted Koppel, 20/20 with Barbara Walters, 
and Prime Time Live with Diane Sawyer 
and Sam Donaldson.

“In all the things that I’ve been lucky 
enough to do in my career, nothing has 
brought me more fulfillment than knowing 
that I made David Burke proud of me,” 
said Shapiro, a Tufts trustee who estab-
lished the David W. Burke Communications 
Internship Fund as a tribute to his friend 
and mentor. Thus far, five Tufts students 

have benefited from the fund, and another will be chosen as a 
Burke intern this summer.

Burke became president of CBS News in 1988, and 
oversaw the network’s coverage of the protests in China’s 
Tiananmen Square and the first Gulf War. In 1994, President 
Clinton appointed him the founding chairman of the 
Broadcasting Board of Governors, created to oversee Radio 
Free Europe and Radio Free Asia. The board’s annual David 
Burke Distinguished Journalism Award recognizes the cour-
age, integrity, and professionalism of individuals who report 
the news.

Burke served on the board of directors of the John F. 
Kennedy Library and was a member of the Profiles in Courage 
award committee. He was a founding board member of the 
Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the Study of the United 
States Senate.

He is survived by his wife, Trixie, five children, and ten 
grandchildren.

David Burke
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Thomas W. Murnane
The former senior VP’s flair for fundraising helped transform Tufts

Thomas W. Murnane, A58, D62, DG65, G68, J97P, who, as 
senior vice president for development at Tufts, worked along-
side President Jean Mayer to engineer an unprecedented era of 
growth for the university, died on March 20, 2014, following a 
lengthy illness.

Murnane arrived at Tufts in 1954 as a first-year undergradu-
ate and stayed at the university for almost fifty years, except  
for a year-long NIH fellowship at the Medical College of Virginia.  
In addition to a B.S., he earned a D.M.D. and a postgraduate 
certificate in oral and maxillofa-
cial surgery from Tufts School of 
Dental Medicine and a Ph.D. from 
the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences.

In 1977, Mayer tapped Murnane, 
then associate dean of the School of 
Dental Medicine, to be the pivot for 
establishing a veterinary school in 
New England, which had been with-
out an accredited veterinary school 
for seventy-five years. The Mayer-
Murnane partnership was an intrigu-
ing one—an internationally known 
nutritionist who was a hero of the 
French Resistance and a dentist who 
had an abiding love for Tufts and a 
knack for raising lots of money.

“The synergy between the nutri-
tion president and dentist was 
immediate and explosive,” said Sol 
Gittleman, the Alice and Nathan 
Gantcher University Professor who served as Tufts’ provost 
during much of the tenures of both men. “There was an instant 
bond of trust,” Gittleman said. “Who could have guessed that 
Tom Murnane had those special gifts to raise money that Jean 
Mayer had been looking for?”

Regional politics and financial pressures made the veteri-
nary school assignment a difficult one—compounded by the 
fact that Mayer wanted a school that did more than train clini-
cians to care for pets. “Tom looked for donors and politicians, 
walked the halls of the state house, got the politicians on the 
Tufts side, and then went after the North Shore horse set and 
anyone else who loved pets,” Gittleman said.

When the school opened on the site of the former Grafton 
State Hospital in 1979, there was already a vision in place 
for the 1990s and beyond that included research goals and 
programs in international veterinary medicine, animal nutrition, 
equine medicine, toxicology, public health, agriculture, and the 
environment. All those elements are now part of the enterprise 
known as Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts.

Before joining Mayer’s leadership team, Murnane taught 
at the medical and dental schools and served as acting dean 

of the dental school from 1971 
to 1972, when he was named the 
school’s associate dean.

In 1979, he was appointed vice 
president for development and 
spearheaded the most ambitious 
fundraising campaign in Tufts 
history, bringing in $145 million in 
just five years—a goal many had 
said was unattainable for a small 
private liberal arts college. He was 
promoted to senior vice president 
in 1985.

Murnane headed another suc-
cessful campaign, this one for 
$240 million, before Jean Mayer 
stepped down in 1991. Under 
President John DiBiaggio, Murnane 
and the University Advancement 
Division completed a $600 million 
campaign.

“Altogether, Tom Murnane had 
his fingerprints on every one of the one billion dollars Tufts 
raised before he retired in 2003,” Gittleman said.

Outside of Tufts, Murnane was dedicated to his family 
and to the ocean. On any given weekend he would be out 
on his boat, Ah Mais, cruising the coast of the North Shore 
and enjoying his membership at the Corinthian Yacht Club in 
Marblehead. When he was not on the water, he was in his gar-
den or traveling the world with his wife, Jan, on behalf of Tufts.

Besides his wife of forty-eight years, he is survived by a 
son, Timothy; two daughters, Tracey Murnane and Melissa 
Murnane Scorzoni, J97; and five grandchildren. He also leaves 
two sisters, Joyce Gelzer, J64, and MaryLou Murnane.

Thomas W. Murnane
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University, Denning taught politi-

cal science at UMass Lowell for 

forty-four years. She was active 

in the school’s Model UN program 

and helped create the DennBerg 

Fund to help students with special 

projects.

MARVIN S. KERZNER, G55, 

a lifelong resident of Providence, 

RI, on December 5, 2013. Kerzner 

attended medical school at the 

University of Bologna in Italy and 

was an internist in Providence 

for fifty years. He founded the 

Summit Medical Center, a life-care 

community, and taught at Brown 

University Medical School. He 

received the Preceptorship Award 

from the Miriam and Rhode Island 

hospitals and Brown University for 

outstanding teaching in internal 

medicine. He and his wife, Thelma, 

were lifelong runners and com-

peted in marathons.

Lois Dempsey Robbins, 

J59, on June 13, 2011, in Oakland, 

CA. Robbins began her career as 

an accessories representative in 

New York City, working with artists 

and companies from around the 

world. She had much enthusiasm 

for many things—art, opera, base-

ball, fashion, Paris, reading, and 

being a mother and grandmother.

1960s

NANCY L. HOLT, J60, on February 

8, 2014. Shortly after college, 

Holt moved to New York, where her 

work in land art, photography, and 

videos often contained astronomi-

cal and other scientific elements. 

Her best-known work, Sun Tunnels, 

completed in 1976, sits on forty 

acres of land she bought in the 

Great Basin Desert in northwest 

Utah. There, four enormous con-

crete cylinders lie in an X pattern, 

catching the winter and summer 

solstices at sunrise and sunset. 

Some of her commissions included 

Dark Star Park in Rosslyn, VA, 

and Up and Under in Finland. A 

retrospective of her work, Nancy 

Holt: Sightlines, was featured at 

the Tufts University Art Gallery in 

2012.

JOHN C. SOPER, A61, on 

August 9, 2013. Soper earned ten-

ure at Northern Illinois University 

and John Carroll University. He also 

co-directed the Cleveland Center 

for Economic Education and served 

as a visiting professor at Oslo 

Business School in Norway. He 

earned the Henry H. Villard Award 

for his research contributions to 

economic education and led the 

development of an entrepreneur-

ship minor at John Carroll. Soper 

traveled to China, South Korea, 

Scandinavia, Western and Central 

Europe, and forty-three U.S. 

states, and he was a proud sup-

porter of the Cleveland Orchestra.

JOHN V. McCORMICK, A58, 

M62, on January 5, 2014. He 

was emeritus director of the 

Department of Gastroenterology 

at Geisinger Medical Center 

in Danville, PA. He is survived 

by his wife, LOUISE VELTMAN 

McCORMICK, J62.

1970s

THEODORE B. TESSER, A71, on 

January 21, 2014. At Tufts, Tesser 

was sophomore class president 

and competed on the wrestling 

team. After graduation, he moved 

to the West Coast, where he was a 

wandering minstrel, and then went 

on to become a CPA and highly 

regarded financial consultant. He 

lectured throughout the U.S. and 

developed a series of videos and 

wrote two books on trader status.

ROBERT A. BOGDANCHIK, 

A76, on January 21, 2014. 

Bogdanchik worked for the 

Massachusetts Department of 

Corrections for thirteen years, 

then the General Telephone and 

Electronics Corporation, and most 

recently, the Computer Sciences 

Corporation in Virginia, where he 

was a senior manager of security 

services. He was an avid golfer and 

sports enthusiast who loved the 

Patriots and the Red Sox.

ROBERT SETRAG DORIAN, 

A76, of Far Hills, NJ, on March 19, 

2014. An anesthesiologist at Saint 

Barnabas Medical Center for near-

ly thirty years and chairman of the 

anesthesia department for more 

than ten years, Dorian specialized 

in pediatric anesthesiology and 

pain medicine. He went on medical 

mission trips to the Philippines, 

Grenada, Haiti, and the Dominican 

Republic. An avid photographer, 

musician, magician, astronomer, 

and triathlete, he also valued and 

explored his Armenian heritage.

1980s

MARA BRILL, M80, of Needham, 

MA, on January 8, 2014. “She was 

a dedicated and well-respected 

psychiatrist, beloved wife, and 

mother. Her many friends and 

colleagues admired her wisdom, 

generosity, intelligence, loyalty, 

and courage. She was a worthy op-

ponent with a wry sense of humor 

in any board, card, or word game!” 

writes MARIE HAYES, M80. 

WILLIAM E. CALLAHAN JR., 

A82, M86, on December 12, 

2013, while hiking Table Mountain 

in South Africa. He had posed 

for photos the day before at the 

Nelson Mandela memorial in Cape 

Town. Callahan had recently left 

his private psychiatry practice in 

California to join the U.S. State 

Department as a regional medical 

officer and psychiatrist in Accra, 

Ghana. In 2003, he was named 

one of the American Psychiatric 

Association’s Distinguished 

Fellows. Callahan’s brother, BOB 

CALLAHAN, A84, E84, writes that 

Bill had recently attended the First 

Annual Tufts Alumni Celebration in 

Talloires, France. Fellow psychia-

trist Leslie MacArthur reports that 

friends have shared memories of 

Callahan on Facebook.

KATHERINE J. HAGEDORN, 

J83, on November 12, 2013. She 

was a professor of music and 

director of the ethnomusicol-

ogy program at Pomona College 

in Claremont, CA. Hagedorn 

earned her doctorate from Brown 

University in 1995, and published 

widely on Afro-Cuban religious 

ritual and folkloric music. Her 

book Divine Utterances: The 

Performance of Afro-Cuban 

Santería (2001) won the 2002 

Alan P. Merriam Prize for the best 

musical ethnography from the 

Society for Ethnomusicology.

2010s

LILY K. GLIDDEN, A12, on January 

18, 2014, from injuries sustained 

while hiking in Kaeng Krachan 

National Park in Thailand. Glidden 

was a biology major at Tufts 

and an active leader in outdoor 

education. After graduation, she 

conducted wildlife research in the 

American West and Southeast 

Asia. “Lily touched many lives at 

Tufts, especially as the president 

of Tufts Mountain Club and as a 

leader in the Tufts Wilderness Pre-

Orientation Program. Her personal 

integrity and social skills made 

her both an effective leader and 

a valued friend,” Dean of Campus 

Life Bruce Reitman and University 

Chaplain Gregory McGonigle 

wrote in a statement to the Tufts 

community.

FACULTY

N. BRUCE HANES, professor of 

civil and environmental engineer-

ing emeritus, on April 21, 2014. 

He joined the Tufts faculty in 

1961, and was asked to de-

velop a program in environmental 

engineering. Last fall marked the 

fiftieth anniversary of Tufts School 

of Engineering’s environmental 

health engineering program. 

continued from page 54
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Hanes was elected president of 

the Association for Environmental 

Engineering Professors in 1978. 

His research centered on water 

quality, and his pioneering investi-

gations into the microbial indicator 

organisms used to evaluate water 

quality formed the basis for EPA 

standards and regulations. Hanes 

also was cognizant of the impact 

of research on a local level. He 

initiated the Aberjona River 

Commission to develop reports on 

the sources of pollution in the river 

that runs through the northwest 

suburbs of Boston and empties 

into the Mystic Lakes. These early 

studies on contamination led to 

increased scrutiny of this area 

and ultimately resulted in one of 

the largest environmental reme-

diations in the Northeast, as de-

scribed in the book A Civil Action, 

by Jonathan Harr. In the late 

1980s, Hanes served as chair of 

the New England Interstate Water 

Pollution Control Commission 

and was also elected president 

of the American Academy of 

Environmental Engineers. He 

chaired Tufts’ civil engineering de-

partment from 1969 to 1981, and 

was instrumental in developing the 

joint master’s program in engineer-

ing and public policy and fostering 

the growth of the interdisciplinary 

undergraduate environmental stud-

ies program. When Hanes retired 

in 1992, Lin Brown, his succes-

sor as department chair, wrote: 

“His legacy to us is simple and 

clear: to see the best in people, 

to view change as an opportunity, 

and to take risks by investing in 

people and programs.” Donations 

in his memory can be made to 

the Department of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering in  

Tufts School of Engineering at  

giving.tufts.edu.

MAXINE KUMIN, the Pulitzer 

Prize–winning poet and former 

Tufts faculty member, on February 

6, 2014, in Warner, NH. The New 

York Times wrote that Kumin was 

a poet “whose spare, deceptively 

simple lines explored some of the 

most complex aspects of human 

existence—birth and death, 

evanescence and renewal, and the 

events large and small conjoin-

ing them all.” Also an author of 

essays, novels, short stories, and 

children’s books, she was praised 

by critics, the Times continued, 

“for her keen ear for the aural char-

acter of verse—the clash and ca-

dence of meter, the ebb and flow of 

rhyme—and her naturalist’s eye for 

minute observation.” She served 

as the consultant in poetry to the 

Library of Congress (a role now 

known as the U.S. poet laureate) 

from 1981 to 1982, and was the 

poet laureate of New Hampshire 

from 1989 to 1994. Kumin won the 

Pulitzer in 1973 for Up Country, 

a book of verse devoted to the 

New Hampshire life she and her 

husband, Victor, embarked upon 

in 1963, when they bought a farm 

where they raised horses and grew 

organic vegetables. Her last col-

lection, And Short the Season, will 

be published posthumously.

JESPER ROSENMEIER, the 

Fletcher Professor of English 

Emeritus, on April 3, 2014. He of-

ficially retired from Tufts in 2004, 

but was teaching a seminar on 

early American literature during 

the spring semester. He was, in 

fact, on his way to class prior to 

his passing. Born in Denmark, 

Rosenmeier received an A.B. in 

English from Princeton in 1957 

and a Ph.D. in the history of 

American civilization from Harvard 

in 1966. He came to Tufts in 

1962 as an instructor, and over 

the next forty years dedicated 

himself to his students as an 

assistant professor, professor, 

and program administrator. In 

1980, he founded the American 

Studies Program. “Jesper brought 

a new kind of energy and libera-

tion to the teaching of American 

Puritanism,” said Sol Gittleman, 

the Alice and Nathan Gantcher 

University Professor and former 

provost of the university. “In many 

ways, he reacted to the tyranny 

of seventeenth century America 

and created in his classroom an 

openness to student inquiry that 

made him one of the most beloved 

teachers of his generation. He 

was Mr. Chips with a Danish 

accent.” Rosenmeier held the 

Fletcher Professorship for twenty 

years, from 1984 until he retired. 

He served on the Experimental 

College board that produced 

the proposal for the Freshman 

Explorations Program in the early 

1970s, and in 1993 he chaired 

the committee and wrote the 

proposal to establish the Center 

for Interdisciplinary Studies. He is 

survived by five children, including 

LEAH MORINE ROSENMEIER, 

J84, G94. His wife, Rosamund, an 

English teacher and a poet, died 

in 2011.

LEWIS WEINTRAUB, professor 

of hematology at Tufts University 

School of Medicine from 1965 to 

1972, on August 18, 2013. He 

was seventy-nine. Weintraub was 

chief of hematology at Boston 

Medical Center for more than 

twenty-five years. He attended 

Dartmouth College before enroll-

ing at Harvard Medical School. 

He had served as a captain in 

the Army Medical Corps, as as-

sistant chief of hematology at 

Walter Reed General Hospital 

in Washington, D.C., and as a 

researcher at Walter Reed Army 

Institute of Research. Weintraub 

was known for putting his 

patients at ease; he would often 

make house calls to treat his 

neighbors when they came down 

with something. He is survived by 

his wife, Joan, a son, Daniel, and a 

grandchild.

FRIENDS

ANNE HEYMAN, a former New York 

City assistant district attorney, 

social justice advocate, and pas-

sionate supporter of Tufts Hillel, on 

January 31, 2014. She died from 

injuries sustained in a horseback 

riding accident in Wellington, FL, 

where she was competing in the 

FTI Consulting Winter Equestrian 

Festival. Heyman left the DA’s 

office after her children were born, 

and became active in philanthropic 

efforts in the United States and 

abroad. In recent years, Heyman 

and her husband, Tufts trustee 

SETH MERRIN, A82, had turned 

their attention to helping orphans 

left behind by the 1994 Rwandan 

genocide. In 2005, Heyman and 

Merrin were inspired by hearing 

Rwandan Paul Rusesabagina speak 

as part of the Tufts Hillel annual 

Moral Voices: Merrin Distinguished 

Lecture Series. Rusesabagina 

saved the lives of thousands of 

Rwandans by sheltering them in his 

hotel during the genocide and was 

the inspiration for the movie Hotel 

Rwanda. During his talk, he said 

that in a country with 1.2 million 

orphans there is no future unless 

those children get help. Heyman 

drew a connection between the 

Rwandan orphan population and 

the orphans from the Holocaust 

who fled to Israel after World War 

II. In 2007, with the help of the 

American Jewish Joint Distribution 

Committee, she founded the 

Agahoza-Shalom Youth Village, a 

residential and educational com-

munity and farm located on 144 

acres in rural Rwanda. Today the 

village shelters some five hundred 

children. Its name means “a 

place to dry one’s tears in peace.” 

Rwandan Foreign Minister Louise 

Mushikiwabo said in a message 

on Twitter, “Deeply saddened by 

sudden passing of Anne Heyman. I 

know she lives on in many vibrant 

Rwandan girls she worked hard for.”
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02.01.

03. 04.

the big day
01. Autore & Balasanova
Jason Autore, A05, wed Alëna 
Balasanova on November 10, 2013, 
at the Castle at Boston University. 
Jumbos in attendance included, 
from left: Joe Travaglini, E06; Alec 
Orenstein, A06; Athena Antal, A07; 
groom; bride; Felipe Nicolaou, A11; 
and Jordan Levie, A06. 

02. Bendor & Render
Tal Bendor, F13, wed Nathan 
Render, A09, on November 2, 2013, 
in Big Indian, NY. Jumbos in atten-
dance included, back row, from left: 
Eric Porter, A09; Carly Helfand, A09; 
Keith Hofmann, A10; Laura Herman, 
A09; Jeffrey Wojciechowski, A07; 
Aliza Bach, A09; Daniel Ruben, A09; 
Jen Bokoff, A08; and Arielle Traub, 

A07; front row, from left: Heather 
Blonsky, A11; Jamie Gordon-Lipkin, 
E09; Rachel Lieber, A10; Deborah 
Bamel, A09; Render; Bendor; Cara 
Barouch, A10; and Jessica Smith, 
F10. 

03. Blitzer & Czel
Juliana Blitzer, A02, wed Marci 
Czel on May 25, 2013, in New 
York City. Jumbos in attendance 
included, back row, from left: 
David Steinvurzel, A03; Victoria 
Stein, A02; Sara Satinsky, A02; 
Susie Hayward, A02; Benjamin 
Gedan, A02; Alicia Grossman, A02; 
Seetha Srinivasan, A02; Jordana 
Tobel, A02; and Keryn Gedan, A02; 
front row, from left: Kimerly Wong 
Haggart, A02, Blitzer, and Czel. 

04. Deierhoi & Reed
Rhiannon J. Deierhoi, A06, wed 
Jay Brandon Reed on September 
21, 2013, in Birmingham, AL. 
Jumbos in attendance included, 
from left: Karissa Brazauskas, A06, 
M10; Janet Teagle Graham, A06; 
Ami Patel, A06, MPH08; bride; 
groom; Rachel Filip, A06; Ashleigh 
Bergeron, A06; and Emilie Pinkham, 
A05.

05. Dopkeen & Voosen
Bess Dopkeen, A04, wed Paul 
Voosen on June 14, 2013, on the 
Kohala coast of Hawaii’s Big Island. 
Jumbos in attendance included, 
from left: Abdul-Wahab Kayyali, 
A04; Jonathan Dopkeen, A72, 
A04P, A10P; Rob Lott, A02; Eleanor 

Nick Kirtley, E04; Rachel Hoff, A04; 
Anne Sullivan Kenny, E04; Myra 
Valenzuela, A04; Kathryn Wepfer, 
E04; bride; James Mitchell, A04; 
groom; Seanna Walsh, A04; Cobin 
Dopkeen, A10; Mia Sussman, 
A02; Lauren Dunn, A06; and Jenna 
Sirkin, A04. The couple resides in 
Washington, DC. 

06. Drakos & Varvaroussi
Dimitrios Drakos, DG05, M.S.05, 
wed Vassiliki Varvaroussi on August 
31, 2013, in Larissa, Greece. 
Jumbos and friends in attendance 
included, from left: Efthymios 
Skaribas, DG04, M.D.S.04; Paul 
Levi, D66, DG71, A95P; Emilio 
Arguello, DG05, DI10; Samantha 
Yamamoto, DG90; bride; Andreas 
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Agouropoulos, DG03; Nicolas 
Efthimiadis, DG01, M.S.01; groom; 
Sofia Tzouma; Setsuko Meinzer; 
Walter Meinzer II, DG82; Theodoros 
Trakas, DG03; Daniel Engler-Hamm, 
DG06, M.S.06, DG07; Bettina 
Engler-Hamm, DG07; and Chrysoula 
Giota, DG05, M.S.05. 

07. Encarnacion & Patterson
Yakhira Encarnacion, A04, wed 
Robert Brentley Patterson, A05, on 
January 15, 2013, in New York City. 
Jumbos in attendance included, 
from left: Glenda Molina Onario, 
A04; Shioban Torres, A04; Devorath 
Ruiz, A04; bride; groom; Lawrence 
Charles, A07; and Ivan Padilla, E03. 

08. Farrell & Wright
Maureen Farrell, A08, wed John 
Walter Wright, A07, on June 15, 
2013, at St. Aidan’s Church in New 
Haven, CT. Jumbos and friends in 
attendance included, from left: 
Charles Wright, A82; Kathleen 
Farrell, J75, A07P; Conor Moran, 
A07; Katie Frisina, A08; Robert 
Heger, E77; Danielle Weisberg, 
A08; Stephanie Dueno, A08; Dave 
Fisher; Walter A. Wright III, A79, 
G80, A07P, A12P; bride; Andrew 
Giacomi, A07; groom; Stephen 
Peck, A79; Doug Keller, A09; Halsey 
Stebbins, A09; Caitlin Friedensohn, 
A08; Dave Harty, A06; Taylor 
Salditch, A07; Charlotte Wright, 
A12; Sarah Greig, G07; Erica Brody, 
A07; and Brendan Butler, A07. 

09. Goldman & Kirsten
Ethan Goldman, A96, wed Flavia 
Kirsten on May 25, 2013, in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. Jumbos in attendance 
included, from left: Cliff Flamer, 
A96; Henry Poydar, A94; Christy 
Spitzer, J95; bride; Lucas Elijovich, 
A97; groom; Janet Lo, J98; 
Enrique Corredor, A95; and Joseph 
Rwambuya, A94. 

10. Gorelov & Shallcross
Ilia Gorelov, A10, wed Jennifer 
Shallcross on August 17, 2013, 
in Basking Ridge, NJ. Jumbos 
and friends in attendance in-
cluded, back row, from left: Matt 
Whitehead, A10; Will Nichols, A10; 
Eric Han, A10; Stephan Juergensen, 
A10; Sam Gammerman, A10; 
Brendan Coggan, A10; and J. 
Patrick Tonelli; third row, from left: 
Yoni Gorelov, A02; Lauren D’Avella 

Gorelov, A03; Asher Leviton, A10; 
Andrew Longley, A10; Bear Duker, 
A10; Tim Judson, A10, M11; and 
Scott Janes, A10; second row, from 
left: Becca Droms, A10; Ben Shore, 
A10; and Emily Japlon, A10; front 
row: groom and bride. 

11. Gross & Irwin
Leah Gross, A10, wed Allen Irwin, 
A10, on September 1, 2013, in 
Potomac, MD. Jumbos and friends 
in attendance included, back 
row, from left: John Meyers, A10; 
Amaro Taylor, A10; Sam Webb, 
A10; Andrew Vincent, A10, G12; 
Brian Agler, A11; Luke Burns, A10; 
James Wright, A09; Justin Silver, 
A09; Mark Paglia, A09; and Devin 
Toohey, A09; middle row, from 
left: Michael Yarsky, A08; Kevin 
Wong, A10; Claire Mauksch, A11; 
groom; and bride; front row, from 
left: Lauren Gluck, A10; Brenna 
Duncan, A10; Dominick Pugliese, 
A10; Grace Lamb-Atkinson, A10; 

Karen Gerlach, A10, G11; and Alex 
Blackman, A10.

12. Hardy & Haupt
Lauren Hardy, G13, wed Heidi 
Haupt on October 12, 2013, in 
Portsmouth, NH. From left: Haupt, 
Hardy, and their pup, Hudson.

13. Heumann & Jackowski
Alyssa Heumann, J01, wed David 
Jackowski on September 1, 2013, 
in Queens, NY. Jumbos and friends 
in attendance included, from 
left: Bill Langenberg, A01; Kate 
Langenberg; Rachel Schechter, 
G13; Don Schechter, A01; Tara 

07.

06.

05.
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Heumann, A04; Jonathan Perle, 
A02; Amy Heumann, J72, J01P, 
A04P; Jon Tesser, A01; groom; 
bride; Evan Widlitz, A75; Eduardo 
Heumann, E73, J01P, A04P; 
Christie Langenberg, A04, M08; 
Michael Kozower, N99P; Jodi 
Gilman, A04; and Tanya Paz, A06. 

Huang & Garvey
Yongli Huang, G14, wed Timothy 
Garvey on February 14, 2014, 
in Goddard Chapel followed by a 
reception with family and friends at 
the Cabot Intercultural Center on 
the Medford/Somerville campus. 
The couple resides in Medford, MA. 

14. Ji & Lau
Jennifer Ji, A05, wed Ling Lau on 
May 26, 2013, at the Rayuela 
Restaurant in Manhattan, NY. 
Jumbos and friends in attendance 
included, back row, from left: Jamil 
Tomlin, A04; Manny Pizana, A04; 
Jessie Partridge, E06, G12; Alicia 

Antayhua, A05; Arielle Jacobs, A05; 
Mau Chan, A04; Jooin Im, A04; 
Yoko Kawashima, A05; and Ahmad 
Sad, A05; front row, from left: Lily 
Nguyen; Lis Ng Liu, A05; Li Ouyang, 
A05; bride; groom; Wen Cai, A05; 
and Kaili Mauricio, A04. 

15. Lau & Dines
Fanny Lau, A02, wed Will Dines on 
October 19, 2013, at Hei La Moon 
in Boston’s Chinatown neighbor-
hood. Jumbos and friends in at-
tendance included, from left: Alice 
Lin; Mark Tang, E02; groom; Robert 
Wu, A99; Jamie Udaka, J99; Miriam 
Lau, J99; bride; Andrea Daley 
Merin, E05, G07; Kristin Livingston, 
A05; and Sri Ravi, E01. The couple 
resides in Malden, MA, with their 
adopted cattle pup, Roxi.

16. Nicholas & Sednew
Renee Nicholas, A08, wed Nick 
Sednew on July 20, 2013, in 
Santa Monica, CA. Jumbos and 
friends in attendance included, 
back row, from left: David Boclair, 
A08; Spencher LaVallee, A08; 
Jeffrey Goldberg, A08; and Kate 
Martens, A09, BFA09; front row, 
from left: Hari Nandu, A08; Sara 
Sawyer, A08; Monika Burns, A08, 
V13; bride; Leah Gordon, A08; and 
Natalie Wolchover, A08. 

17. Orkin & Prol
Laena Orkin, A05, wed Timothy 
Prol on May 26, 2013, in Avon, CT. 
Jumbos and friends in attendance 
included, back row, from left: David 
Strochlic, A06; Shimrit Black, A05; 
Daniel Black, A05; and Kristin 
Nierenberg, A05; front row, from 
left: Michael Hodess, A06; Sarah 

11.

10.

08. 09.
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Affel, A05; Allison Strochlic, E05; 
Kara Nierenberg, E05; groom; 
bride; and Lauren Thomas, A05. 

18. Parent & Adams
Katie Parent, J01, wed Chris 
Adams on August 17, 2013, in 
Mystic, CT. Jumbos in attendance 

included, back row, from left: 
Michael Clayton, F01; Bob 
Copithorne, E72, E98P, A04P; 
Bob Parent, E69; Aaron Pearlman, 
E01; Jan Copithorne, J72, E98P, 
A04P; Bill Parent, E72; Kim 
Jason, A04, G07; Will Jason, 
A04; John Dulac, A06, E06; 

Eric Feigenbaum, A01; Michelle 
Feigenbaum, A02; Jeff Rakofsky, 
A01; Beth Meister, J01; Lucila 
Halperin, J01; Susan Copithorne, 
A04, BFA04; Mary Ann McMahon, 
J01; John Rothwell, A72; and 
Maria Clayton, F00; front row: 
the bride and groom. The couple 

resides in Newport, RI. 

19. Petkova & Cohen 
Guergana Petkova, A06, wed Scott 
Cohen on February 17, 2013, at 
Temple Beth El in Cedarhurst, NY. 
Jumbos in attendance included, 
back row, from left: Paige Cramer, 

14. 15.

16. 17.

13.12.
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A06; Sam Verrill, A06; Rafi 
Goldberg, A06; and David Czulada, 
E07, G07; front row, from left: 
Stephanie Christofides, A06; Mara 
Stahl Saskin, A06, G07; Jessica 
Harris, A06; groom; bride; Kyle 
Pong, A06; Joyce Rollor, E06; and 
James Fraser, A06. 

20. Pilato & Weaver
David Pilato, A99, wed Lindsay 
Weaver on July 5, 2013, at 
Emerson Park in Auburn, NY. 
Jumbos in attendance included, 
from left: Justin Reigle, A02; 
Patrick Callahan, A98; Christopher 
Card, F95; Gabe Brooks, A00; 

Chuck Beucler, E99; Ryan 
Berschneider, A99; groom; bride; 
David Cheng, E99; Jocelynn 
Cheng, J99; David Tomback, A99; 
Patrick Kay, E00; Christina Orf Kay, 
A02; Sean Fitzsimmons, J99, M04; 
Marcus Lee, A00; Joshua Kirshner, 
A00; and Jason Gould, A99. 

21. Pokoik & Hopkins
Justine Pokoik, A04, wed Jonathan 
Hopkins on September 1, 2013, 
in Staatsburg, NY. Jumbos in 
attendance included, from left: 
Andrea Nugent, A04; Sara Waxberg, 
E04; Anna Filatov, A04; John-Paul 
Fontelo, A05; bride; groom; Laura 
Pasking, A04; Natalia Garzon, A04; 
and Paxon Sinsangkeo, A05.  

22. Qazi & Gafur
Sadaf Qazi, G08, wed Omar Gafur 
on September 28, 2013, in Boston. 
Jumbos and friends in attendance 
included, from left: Raonaak Kabir, 
E06, G08; groom; Malik Latif; 
bride; and Nahid Rahman, G12. Not 
pictured: Karen Panetta, associate 
dean and professor of electrical 
and computer engineering at the 
School of Engineering. 

23. Rausch & Schnipper
George Rausch, A05, wed Lauren 
Schnipper on June 22, 2013, in 
Santa Monica, CA. Jumbos and 
friends in attendance included, 
from left: Noah Yuan-Vogel, E05; 
Dan Roe, A06; Jeff Larson, E05; 
Ben Rausch, A10; Kate Blanton, 
G10; Kate Burns, A05; Carl Rausch, 
E70, G72, A05P, A10P; Poppy 
Psinakis Patterson, J71, G74, A05P; 
Fran Ostrovsky, J69; James Foster-
Keddie, A03; bride; Lily Chou, A05; 
Robert Schnipper, A62; groom; 
Laura Frye, A05; Ellen Schnipper, 
J63; Alan Sager, E62; Juliet 
Rothman, J62; Brett Weiner, A05; 
Jordan Kolasinski, A04; Leonard 
Rothman, A62, M66; Shaharris 
Beh, A05; and Max Dionne, A05. 
Not pictured: Loren Clayman, M67.

24. Ronges & Hornung
Daria Ronges, D13, wed David 
Hornung, D12, on August 23, 2013, 
at the Boston Harbor Hotel. Jumbos 
and friends in attendance included, 
from left: Mike Costello, D12; John 
Hosmer; Jaime Holden, D12, DG13; 
Adam Hornung; Grant Hornung; 
Craig Hornung; groom; bride; Anna 
Shapiro; Ester Babakhanov; Janna 
Melzer, D13; Laura Fishburn, 
D13; Jenicka Hornung; and Laura 
Vaccariello, D13. 

25. Sanchez & Santillan
Cristina Sanchez, E07, G09, wed 
Eddie Santillan, E04, on October 
19, 2013, in San Francisco, 

19.

20.
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CA. Jumbos and friends in at-
tendance included, back row, 
from left: Mahsa Watson; Ben 
Castellot; Michael Watson, A07; 
Todd Fercho; Lauren Jones, E07; 
Valery Thompson, E07, G10; 
Danielle Vardaro, E07; Matthew 
Fortier, A07; Nathan Majeski, A05; 
Matthew Gasbarro, E04, G06; 
James Sherman, A05; Jordan 
Kivelstadt, E04; Sam Rivers, 
A04; Laura King, A05; Matthew 
Donovan, E04; Owen Sidd, A04; 
Phil Harris, E04; Adam Wilson, 
A04; Erin Koehler, A04; Andrew 
Rivnak, A04; Ben Bien-Kahn, 
A04; Jeff Diamond, A03; and 
Hillary Amster, A07; front row, 
from left: Jessica Jacobson, J01; 
Caite Castellot; Mark Daigle, A08; 
Jessica Simon Daigle, A07; bride; 
groom; Briana Tabry, A04; Nicole 
Rivers, A04; Kate Koehler, A07; 
and Rachel Perlman Szekely, A04. 

26. Sooriyakumar & Nene
Gayathry Sooriyakumar, A09, 
wed Aniruddha Nene, E07, G08, 
on June 15, 2013, at the Ocean 
Edge Resort and Golf Club in 
Brewster, MA. Jumbos and friends 
in attendance included, back row, 
from left: Alan Manos, A07; Ajaya 
Mallapaty, E07; Keith Collins, E07; 
Joshua Engle, A07; Michael Luu, 
A07, D11; Dave McCleary, E07; 
Britt Christian, A07; Tejas Shah, 
A11; Vinny Keshav, A09; Andrew 
Ingraham, A08; and Richard Louis, 
A07; middle row, from left: Claire 
Oppenheim, A10; Anu Mallapaty, 
A07; Erin Young, E07; Stephanie 
Leung, A07; Nick Nguyen, E07; 
groom; bride; Jesal Shah, A07; 
Smita Deshmukh, A07; Ryan 

Lippell, A07; and Nehal Uppal, 
A09; front row, from left: Shawn 
Huda, A10; Nicholas Wong, E07; 
Megs Duane, E07; David Guen, 
E07; Geoanna Bautista, A09; Ashti 
Mistry, A09; Shreena Brahmbhatt, 
A11; Ali Barash, A09; Maeghan 
Oberoi, A09; and Neha Garge, A09. 

Not pictured: Bryan Boyce, E07.

27. Tam & Eye
Eenae Tam, J99, wed John Eye on 
July 4, 2013, in Quincy, MA. The 
couple enjoyed a Chinese Banquet 
at Hei La Moon in Boston. Sharon 
Lai, J99, attended the ceremony. 

28. Tateishi & Tanaka 
Sara Tateishi, A07, wed Bryan 
Tanaka on August 31, 2013, in 
Makawao, Maui. Jumbos and 
friends in attendance included, 
from left: James D. Chambers, 
an assistant professor at Tufts 
School of Medicine; Inwoo Kim; 

24.

23.

21. 22.
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Katie Chun, A07; Joe Weidenbach, 
E07; groom; bride; Sam Bardo, 
A05; Dana Yoo, E07; Emily Chen, 
A09; Christine Choe, A08; and Arun 
Yang, A10. 

29. Ventura & Callahan
Carol Ventura, A08, wed Scott 

Callahan on October 5, 2013, in 
Princeton, NJ. Jumbos and friends 
in attendance included, from left: 
groom; Caroline Belo, A08; Robert 
Kastoff, A08; bride; Emily Strauss, 
A08; Jeff Katzin, A06; Corey Green, 
A08; Brittany Katzin, A08; Sarah 
Sallen, A08; Dan Tovrov, A08; Katie 

Pagos, A08; Stacey Ganina, A08; 
and Brook Orbuch, A08. 

30. Waldman & Eisenberg 
Jill Waldman, G08, wed Daniel 
Eisenberg, A09, on May 26, 2013, 
in Needham, MA. Jumbos and 
friends in attendance included, 

back row, from left: Dwaine 
Williams, E09; David Suzenski, 
A09; Yoni Dvorkis, A05; Cedric 
Chandler, E09; Erik Peterson, E09; 
Ryan Vasios, A09; and Peter Yaffe, 
A69, A70, E70; front row, from left: 
Jack Hajj, G70; Heather Wick, A09; 
bride; groom; Michael Khoury, 
A86; Anna Hajj; and Shimrit 
Markette. 

31. Wolchonok & Hoy
Dan Wolchonok, A05, wed Jess 
Hoy on September 7, 2013, 
at Geneva Point Center in 
Moultonborough, NH. Jumbos in 
attendance included, from left: 
Becca Plofker, A05; Peter Bromka, 
A05; Aaron Kaye, A05; Emily 
Macy McIsaac, A05; Kara Kelly 
Nierenberg, E05; David Strochlic, 
A06; Allison Yale Strochlic, E05; 
bride; groom; McCaila Ingold-
Smith, A07; Jake Shapiro, A08; 
Emily Pfeil Brigham, A05; Nate 
Brigham, A05; Tom Tropea, A05; 
and Brian McNamara, A05. 

27. 28.
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32. Wong & Wang
Kimberly Wong, A04, wed Danny 
Wang on September 21, 2013, at 
the Cliff House in San Francisco, CA. 
Jumbos and friends in attendance in-
cluded, from left: David Keller; Sarah 
Smith, A04; bride; groom; Jarrod 
Schinella; Natalie Etienne, A04; Tom 
Wang; and Rakhi Lahiri, A04.

33. Wright and Gladstein 
Alexandra Wright, A08, wed Alex 
Gladstein, A08, on October 14, 
2013, in La Jolla, CA. Jumbos and 
friends in attendance included, 
back row, from left: Jeanine 
Cerundolo, A07; Laura Bannett, 
A08; Ella Carney, A08; James 
Marquis, E08; Vijay Kesavan, A10; 
bride; groom; Jason Majane, E08; 
Luke Nicholson, A08; Ben Rolfe; 
Francine Magasinn, A09; Craig 
Micon, A08; and Gabriel Dunn, 
A08; front row, from left: Miles 
Peet, A08; Nicolette Schlichting, 
A08; and Eric Pheifer, E08. 

32.
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YOUR CELEBRATION PHOTOS: Visit the online Big Day Album at http://tuftsalumni.org/thebigday. We strongly 
encourage couples to have their professional photographer take the photograph they submit to Tufts Magazine 
to ensure high-quality reproduction in print. Photos submitted electronically must be at least 1024x680 
pixels to be printed in the magazine. Email your information to weddings@tufts.edu. Please note: Your 
information must be submitted within one year of your big day to be published in this section of the magazine. 
Submissions may be held for an issue because of space limitations.



“ My Fletcher Fund annual donation may be  
a tiny drop in the bucket, but it’s given in  
the spirit of inculcating an annual routine.  
If we each give as a practice, year after  
year, imagine the impact we can have!”
Barbara Seymour, F11

A Tufts education that is capable of changing someone’s 
life has the potential to change society—and such an 
 education can’t  remain vital if it is simply funded once and 
then left on its own. It requires an ongoing commitment.

Barbara recognizes this and speaks for many who already 
support Tufts’ annual fund every year.  Your annual fund 
gift is a commitment. It sustains the Tufts you knew as  
a student and strengthens the university as it continues  
to transform the lives of each new generation of students.
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Beyond  
     Marvelous . . .

Contact:  
Usha Sellers, Ed.D., Director,  
at usha.sellers@tufts.edu or  
617-627-5323 for our 2015 catalog  
or specific trip brochure, or visit  
our website for itineraries:

tuftstravellearn.org

From antarctica to alaska, 
Baltic to Bali, iceland to italy, 
and panama to peru . . .  
make your travel replete  
with excursions and 
memorable experiences.

Join us!

Accolades
from our travelers:

“ Wonderful destinations  
and engaging guides.”

“ I saw places that I never 
thought I would see in  
my lifetime.”

“ Excellent, informative,  
fun, educational.”

“ This trip exceeded my  
expectations in every way.”

“It was the trip of a lifetime”.
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