Letter # 19 to Vincent during Covid19 flu				4/5/20
Dear Vin, Once again, I do not pick up a pen to write, but do sit at my laptop and type, then run off a copy, put it in an envelope, address the envelope, get in the car and drive to the Post Office.  Sometimes I then take my walk before returning home to Brewster Rd, but I am spending an unbelievable amount of time at Brewster Rd.  The house has never been cleaner or neater or more organized.
Maritza is very ill with the virus.  Her daughter texted me when I enquired about her, at least I know someone is watching out for her. Another person who wrote me is Tom Geoffino.  His library in New Rochelle is closed because New Rochelle is where the Westchester New York virus began to spread.
For over a week I have been reading Michael Morkels  biography about Pete Morkel whom we see on TV saving the African animals.  You will remember Claire and Phil Gargan whom we met in South Africa and later visited in New Hampshire.  This book is about Claire’s brother Pete.  Here is the review I wrote for Goodreads.com: Diamonds on the Soles of his Feet  by Michael Morkel   
Here is an accounting, event by event, of the dangers faced and creatively conquered by Pete Morkel in Africa while saving rhinos, elephants, and giraffes. You may have seen him in various nature programs on TV without noting his name. He has not sought fame for himself but for the animals. The book is written by his brother, Mike Morkel, who sometimes participated in the events. This is a book detailing his courage and passion for getting Africa to keep and treasure the animals that are crowded out by population growth and poaching.
From Namibia to Kenya, Tanzania to South Africa, he drove, flew, or walked (or ran in bare feet) through remote places to heal and transport animals to safety and took opportunities to increase their kind. He encouraged others to do the same; this is a modest man who received recognition by Queen Elizabeth November 8, 2018.
My suggestions for reading this book: 
Dip into it now and then. Don't give up, the last half gives you a glance of Pete at his peak, but it is good to read about how he matured along the way.
Try to be aware of who is detailing memories when. I took one star off because I could not shift my focus to tell who were the storytelling participants all the time.

As an aside, I met his sister and her husband in South Africa through a mutual Connecticut Jazzercise friend. That family now lives in New Hampshire. their recounting of attending the Queen's ceremony is not in the book but provided me the impetus to buy it and read it. I am glad I did. 
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