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Smoke Signals - b 

Cmgcss will soon have to decide again 
whether smoking should be allowed on fligho. 

W 
h c n t b c A s r c r c i 4  
Flight AE#nbno (AFN 
and several leading 
her3rh orOniyriont bb* 
hied Congert y#n 

agoforasmokingbanonddoaw 
tic airline flights Congress ultG 
rnately did whu Congress docs 
best: iccompcomired udbra#d 
smokingonrll&matktlighcsof 
nwohounorLcu. 

AU chc lobbying d debdly, 
chou&irfarfrwnowr,kcrwoQ 
r ( w o - h o u r ~ b a n e x p i r s t ~  
yw, md AFA and orhtr flight w 
rendlncr unioaa hlwe muhcd to 
CIpiHiU.Tbintiaw, theywas8 
paotrac?cMolripOpurond& 
m c r r r ~ . A U w ( m r b t b o a l c i h  
ClUdcdKhmericxaCrnccrSociaK 
the w i  Hcrrr Auociation, 

. db -Lung-  , . 
OpposinlCthcburtndreTbblcco 
lnsatuw, two key tenuon from 
robacco-pmduciryrcotet.and- 
a i r v I v d c n * d d r h c t h ~  
of flying no- from New York ro 
S u r F r o n c i r c o w i d r o u t a ~ .  

Foryeur,fbghtwndrnaknr 
c o m p ~  &out inflight 
Repnrenang 24.000 flight 3 
ma u eighfocn rirlincs. AFA colt. 
ccndsrhrrpouiwsrnokeonrirlikcn 
can nor only cuue rcute mpinroy 
problems, but it c m  also trigpr 
symptoms such u headaches, dink 
ness, and nuuer. In  1986. rhm sci- 
en t i f i  repom gave medical cn- 
dence to the flight attendants' 
cornphinu ad urged rhac smokiag 
be banned on airliners. One study 
was rcICIKd by Surgeon G e n d  
Koop:3KOthtnwucperformedby 
the Nuionsl Academy of Sciences. 
The conclusions wue s i m k  in the 
crowded confines of an airliner cab- 
in, passive c igmtc  smoke can ad* 
v c r ~ l y  affect the health of non- 
smokers. Largely as a mu l t  of d 
scudii. Congmr enacted a tempo- 
rary two-hour smoking ban in 1987. 
To prevent smokers fmm surrcpci- 

4+Ylidrrialy.JI*~~-= 
wries u c  equipped w ~ t h  s m o k  
alums d automatic fire excia- 
~ i n w r t r e d i i r c c c p u .  
d c r . S i n c c b n c w I r w c o o k e f ~  
only fJcy-seven passengers have 
beta d u q c d  with smoking in a rest- 
mom or umpcring with smoke &- 
teaon. Only a few dozen air cnv- 
dac have been cited for smoking 
cbewhcrr on nonsmoking flights. 

But mn wirh the owo-hour bm, 
there arc still. each day, over 
460.000 U.S. air tnvelen flying 
rboud rimfc i n  which smoking oc- 
cun. And AFA and ia health care 
rllitr ue cicing more recent health 
mwch to wsh foc a Dcrmancnt 
smoking btnbtnon 4 &m;suc flighu. 
According to a February 1989 study 
w i d i n  the -4h A& 
cun AWhl &ociadm, no effective 
separation arLrr k w e c n  che smok- 
ing and nonsmoking sections of air- 
linen. Plus, the number of ciga- 
mrcr smoked, air flow patterns. and 
rht percenagc of recimrlated air in 
crb i  ue far grew detcrminanu 
Qf exposure to passive smoke than 
the locuion of passenger scau. 

For air cmvcIco who are espccdly 
sensitive to cigvcrre smoke, newer 
oircrrfr offer k s  relief than older 
jeu. On a 727, for example. the vea 
tilation system circulates 100 per- 
cent fresh air. But in order to con- 
serve W. nwr air l ine such as 
the 767 Jispcnc 50 percent fresh air 
and 50 percent recirculaied air, 
which includes the cars, nicotine, 
cirbon monoxide, and orhtr toxic 

Sawor Orrin Hach fR-  UT) supports 
&t ba# m injiglu smoking. 
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substances h m  burning ciguc~rcr. 
Lut April, AFA and anti-smoking 

health or pi do^ launched a lob- 
bying blitz on Capid Hill. At thu 
rime, five square bilk relating tb 
smoking on rirlincn had been intro- 
duced in the 10bt Conqcu. Thm 

biibcrliforatoulrardrkybm,onc 
cslb for making the no-bour unok- 
ingbmpcmunurt.draochcr,in= 
rtoduced@RcprcrcDPtiwJ- 
Scheuer (D-NY), would extend the 
-hour ban to rhrrc howr in 1990 
d four hOun in 1991. The latter bill 
is endorsed by p u p s  such u the 
Airline Passengers Association. 
which favors a emsicion period dur- 
ing which d d k d  rarolur, can ad- 

I wm Predicubiv. buud-wn. rhe Tobum, Ilulituu 
insists 1 such lc@&n k unncns- 
sary.ActonlingtodKcigarcculob- 
by, the exisdry m y e r r  ban is only 
s'"tcst" 8nd should not k changed 
before the rerukr ue cvdurtcd. At 
the very Leur, uyr the bib' o w  
nent. lawmaken should withhold 
action until the Department of 
Transportacion compktcs in euly 
1990 iu thm-part uudy on rhe ef- 
fects of smoking on air t w l e n '  
hedth. 

Meanwhile. the mti-smoking 
groups inriu that Conqess muu 
cake lcrion in 1989 u, ensun that the 
d t i n g  ban doesn't lapse on April 
23.1990. Groups such u AFA con- 
tend cha~ 4ina smoking bans have 

widesprcrd support from passen- 
Thev&rncentwdybythe 
d bnduion of Aiiline 

hssengcrs Associrtions. which 
rkowrl chr 60 percent of smokcn 
support che two-hour bm. A poll 
condwrcd by dK American Medical 
A w o c h h  found rhu even 40 per- 
ecat damken favor a cd ban on 
rardtty. According ro Norrhwttt 
Airliatt,90parccntofdlairmv- 
dua wra a preference for sitting in 
r l remmmkingdn.  

Nocthwwr is rht only U.S. airline 
thu bana smoking on J1 niiu in 
Nonh America. According to rhc 
carrier. passenger rcrcdon to its 
smoke-fme policy u avemhelming- 
ly frwnbk. with p& outpacing 
comphna by a ratio of nine to one. 
Ak Cuudr and Conrdirn Airlines 
llucmuiond rlso prohibir smoking 
on N d  A m c r h  fliiu. Other 
Rukns chrc bm srnoIh# on domes- 
tic flights indude Irelrnd New Zea- 

. 

knd, G m  Britain, Finland, the 
P h i l i i ,  rhe Sovi  Union, and 
kuurJii. 

But derpi rhe ever-shrinking 
sized mokiy mx+s on U.S. air- 
linen,mrnYQccPrnrhasyerto 
lollow Narthwesc's lead. Carriers 
renb robscco-producing stares 
arc worried about losing market 
Jlw m r i d .  They fru Bat giant 
amdamma such u Phili Morris 
4 RJR ~abiaco migh+ 
hdPud bm by byweting the air- 
line. 

Utlihrcnl buu arc another mat- 
tci. W h i  the Air Transporr .-\ssoci- 
ation supp6rts a permanent two- 
hour bm, it abo would not object to 
a d bm if Congress so decreed: 
Littk wonder. since 3 domestic 
smokiqbm would save the airlines 
money and generate less hassle. 
VeadluioR Wtur and cabin interiors 
would quire ksr cleaning. W h ~ r i  
mow, tcrt sekction and passenger 
c h e c k - i n d  begready simplified. 
A smoking ban would also reduce 
the riskofinnight f i r .  According to 
an #A pdl. 75 percent of flight rt- 
tcAdrarr hrw observed cigarate- 
rducd fim or hazardous situations 
on rirliRcn. 

Akhoughsuppon for a total smok- 
ing brn oa domestic flights is strong 
in  JK bwc, 1990 may nor be the 
y e u c h r c ~ h a  billgets passed. The 
chrirmoll of rhc Senate commerce 
conudfct and aviation subcommit- 
KC rrc boJI from robacco-produc- 
ingsuccs-Senator Ernest Hollings 
(D-SC) and Senator Wendell Ford 
(D-KY). ~ c c i v e l v - a n d  neither 
Cvon  ins on airline smok- 
ing. W s  more as much as AFA 
and ib aUies in the health care field 
would like to see a torrl smoking ban 
on d d  flights. privately [hey 
concc& rhu they may hare to ac- 
cqx yet &a compromise: most 
likely, wkgislat ion that makes the 
two-how ban permanent. 
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To ban airline mddng .or not 
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