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Sunday: ‘New Technologies
in Health and Security’
By Daniel Bottino
Contributing Writer

The EPIIC Symposium concluded Sunday afternoon with its final
panel, titled “New Technologies at the
Juncture of Health and Security.”
Senior David Meyers served as the
moderator of the panel, which brought
Ira Herman, professor and director
of the Tufts Center for Innovations
in Wound Healing, to discuss how
he and his colleagues are especially
focused on producing advanced therapies for chronically open, non-healing wounds, using bioactive peptides
developed at Tufts.
“We have come a long way,” he
said. “We have taken advantage of
this basic knowledge base…[to] create advanced therapies for both civilian and combat use.”
Professor of Chemistry David Walt,
the director of the Walt Laboratory at
Tufts, spoke next on how the technologies used to complete the Human
Genome Project have sustained further advancement since the project’s
completion in 2004.
“Science advances by enabling
tools,” Walt said. “By developing these
tools you have the ability to push science forward. What we have seen is a
huge, exponential rise in the amount of

TUFTSDAILY.COM

Monday, February 25, 2013

VOLUME LXV, NUMBER 22

genomes available today.”
Walt said his lab’s work on proteins
would help detect residual cancer
tumors that cannot be detected using
today’s methods.
Livio Valenti, an Empedocle Maffia
Fellow at Harvard University’s Kennedy
School of Government, discussed how
problems managing vaccine temperatures during transportation is one of
the main reasons why many children
in developing countries do not have
access to these vaccines. Stabilizing
vaccines using silk can actually remove
the need of refrigeration, he explained.
“We need to try to understand what
the real needs are,” Valenti said. “If that
one solution can work for one person,
we can scale it up.”
Gillian Javetski and Nnenna Okoye,
who work for Dimagi, a software consultancy company working to incorporate technology into the health
sector, gave the last presentation of
the day. Speaking about the utility of
mobile platforms, the two presenters
described how Dimagi’s mobile platform, CommCare, increases respect for
community health workers and client
satisfaction.
“As a community health worker, I
can actually track where my clients
are,” Javetski said. “I can also register
my clients and track their cases.”

Monaco introduces EPIIC symposium

EPIIC
The 28th Annual Norris and Margery Bendetson Education for Public Inquiry and
International Citizenship (EPIIC) International Symposium, a four-day event sponsored
by the Institute for Global Leadership (IGL), began last Thursday. The symposium’s
theme was “Global Health and Security” and featured international experts — including keynote speaker Gwythian Prins, the director of the Mackinder Programme for the
Study of Long Wave Events at the London School of Economics — debating global
health and security issues in student-moderated panels.
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Sunday: ‘Health care delivery:
health care where it’s needed’
by

Dahiana Duarte

Contributing Writer

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

University President Anthony Monaco delivered an introductory speech to a crowded
Cabot Auditorium at the EPIIC Symposium Friday night.
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Expert panelists from across the globe
gathered Sunday afternoon for the “Health
Care Delivery Systems: Bringing Care
Where It’s Needed Most” panel to discuss
the possibility of sustainable health care
systems in developing countries.
The panel was moderated by EPIIC
Colloquium member Jessica Muganza,
a freshman. The Dr. Jean Mayer Global
Citizenship Award was presented to
Anne Goldfeld, professor of medicine at
Harvard Medical School and co-founder
of the Cambodian and Global Health
Committees, to begin the event.
Goldfeld discussed her work on
expanding access to HIV and tuberculosis care in Cambodia.
“We began the work with the philosophy that everybody wants to be well, no
matter what their economic level, and
that with access to medicines and the
proper support, you can complete a difficult therapy,” she said. “We’ve used the
strategy with tuberculosis and HIV with
great success.”
Former Minister of Health in Ecuador
and former President of the Health
Council of the Union of South American
Nations David Chiriboga presented on
the topic of Western health care for the
indigenous people of a town in Ecuador
called Zumbahua.
“The most important aspect of our work
there was the respect for the people,” he
said. “It was because of the trust that we
built between each other that western

medicine was able to work there.”
Bhaswati Goswami, a communications
officer and program management unit for
boat clinics at the Centre for North East
Studies and Policy Research (C-NES), discussed how the success of her boat clinic
which services the northeastern region
of India, relies on common goals and a
relationship with the government.
“C-NES owns the boats. The rest of it
is the government,” she said. “Moreover,
we are working toward the same goal of
reducing infant mortality rates, maternal
mortality rates and increasing the overall
development of the community.”
Lecturer in the Department of Health
Policy and Management at Peking
University Zheng Xie emphasized that
people should re-evaluate the relationship
between development and health.
“In developing countries, we had
emphasized for a long time that health
contributed to development, but recently we have thought that health should
benefit from development,” Xie said.
“When one experiences rapid development, as China has, one should think
about how to incorporate health in the
development agenda.”
Jean Kagubare, principal technical
advisor of management sciences for
health and former director of the Health
Planning Institute in Rwanda, insisted
on the importance of non-governmental
organization (NGO) goals for successful
global health projects.
“The key lies not simply in just proper
funding, but in the goals the NGOs set,”
Kagubare said.
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Thursday: ‘Food Insecurity: Hunger, the Environment
and Conflict’
Speakers discussed adolescent malnutrition, food aid programs and the impact of climate
change on food production at
Thursday night’s panel titled
“Food Insecurity: Hunger, the
Environment and Conflict.”
The panel was moderated by
Joshua Malkin, a senior and member of the EPIIC Colloquium. At
the beginning of the panel, photojournalist and Founder of VII Photo
Agency Ron Haviv presented of a
clip from Doctors Without Borders /
Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) and
VII Photo’s international multimedia
campaign “Starved for Attention.”

Then, Dr. John Mayer Global
Citizenship Awards were presented
to Irwin Rosenberg, interim director of the Neuroscience and Aging
Laboratory at the Friedman School
of Nutrition, and Jason Clay, senior
vice president of market transformation at the World Wildlife Fund.
“We need to wake up to the
fact that food security is ultimately
linked to a healthy planet,” Clay
said. “In the next 40 years we have
to produce as much food as we
have in the last 8,000. We’ve got
to intensify production, but we’ve
got to do it sustainably.”
Peter Walker, the director of the

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

Feinstein International Center at
the Friedman School of Nutrition
Science and Policy, spoke about
the need to create new models
for famine crises that involve economic, environmental and political factors.
“There is a connection between
rapid climate change and dysfunctional society,” he said. “The evidence: All of these things have a
political element. If you understand
it, you have a chance at enacting
change and not accepting famine
and malnutrition as normalcy.”
Program Director for Central
America at the Nevin Scrimshaw
International Nutrition Foundation
Noel Solomons then discussed
the necessity of taking a holistic approach to prevention and
treatment of malnutrition as soon
as possible.
Beatrice Rogers of the
Friedman School of Nutrition
concluded the event by addressing how food aid programs need
to focus more on making selfsustainable communities.
“If you want to address food
security, you have to improve people’s resilience and ability to support themselves,” she said.
— by Victoria Leistman

Friday: ‘Drugs for Survival: The Pharmaceutical Industry’
	Five experts led a panel discussion titled “Drugs for Survival:
The Pharmaceutical Industry”
Friday that explored the implications and public health perspective of the drug industry.
EPIIC Colloquium member
Jahnvi Vaidya, a sophomore,
moderated the panel, which
featured pharmaceutical professionals, government officials and
professors of medicine from Tufts
and other universities.
“Here in the United States,
we’re blessed with an abundance
of pharmaceuticals,” Director
of Regulatory Operations at
Sunovion Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Rob Labriola said. “It’s both a
blessing and a curse.”
Distinguished Professor of
Medicine at the Tufts School of
Medicine Jerome Kassirer discussed transparency in the pharmaceutical industry and its impli-

cations for patients and the medical community.
“We have an industry that is
hiding information that is relevant
and important to the public,”
Kassirer, the former editor-in-chief
of the New England Journal of
Medicine, said. “The industry has
caused the medical profession
itself to get a bad name.”
In addition to dishonesty in the
drug industry, there are problems
with delivery systems and there
is a need for improved universal
access to drug treatment for conditions like drug-resistant tuberculosis, Professor of Medicine at
Harvard Medical School Anne
Goldfeld said.
A member of the Peking
University Tufts Initiative for
International Leadership and
Perspective (TILIP) delegation,
graduate student Lin Wen, discussed legislation and practice on

pharmaceutical patents in China,
citing the first compulsory license
application case in China during
the H1N1 outbreak in 2009.
The speakers on the panel
expressed a need for reform in the
drug industry, from their concern
for the consumer to access of
drugs in third-world countries to
the reduction of mostly accidental
prescription drug overdose.
Karin Mack, a senior behavioral scientist at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
explored the importance of
allowing patients who need
drugs to be treated, while examining the widespread prevalence
of opioid abuse.
“The overdose deaths from
prescription drugs have reached
epidemic levels in the U.S.,”
Mack said.
— by Sarah Zheng

Saturday: ‘Biosecurity and Bioterrorism: How
Significant a Threat?’
	Four panelists debated the
threat of biological warfare
and the importance of biosecurity in the Cabot Auditorium
at Saturday’s Education for
Public Inquiry and International
Citizenship (EPIIC) panel titled
“Biosecurity and Bioterrorism:
How Significant a Threat?”
The panel, comprised of professors and government officials,
discussed the likelihood of a successful bioterrorism episode, the
risks of studying pathogens in
the United States and the U.S.
government’s role in studying
and monitoring biological agents
around the world.
Moderator Shan Zhi Thia introduced the panelists and explained
that, though bioterrorism has
never been successful on a large
scale, new developments have
brought bioterrorism back into
the international spotlight.
“Recent advancements in technology ... have raised the specter
of bioterrorism re-emerging on a
wider scale,” Thia, a sophomore,
said. “Today, we hope to begin a
discussion of these issues.”

Sam Telford III, professor
of infectious diseases at the
Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine, described how the
government regulates biological
threats through lab regulation.
However, he noted that animal
production, a likely source of outbreaks, is not heavily regulated.
Telford stressed that the United
States has a strong response system in place for potential outbreaks, citing the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s
(CDC) response to the 2001
anthrax scare as an example.
“We are not unprepared,” he
said.
Capt. Daphne Moffett, deputy
director of the Health Systems
Reconstruction Office at the CDC,
used a popular example of a zombie apocalypse to illustrate how
panic influences a pathogen’s
effectiveness and how individuals can prepare themselves in the
event of a biological incident.
“Although it seems silly to
begin with ... it’s actually a very
effective tool,” she said.
Hillel Cohen, professor of clini-

cal epidemiology and population health at the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine, took the
opposite perspective, arguing
that bioterrorism is extremely
unlikely to succeed and that the
real threat comes from pathogens escaping research labs in the
United States, whether accidentally or intentionally.
“Despite what a lot of folks
say ... bioterrorism is improbable
... and yet the laboratories that
handle this dangerous material
proliferate,” he said.
Ambassador Bonnie Jenkins,
coordinator for the Threat
Reduction Program at the U.S
.State Department, concluded the
debate by discussing her department’s role in bringing health and
security sectors together to tackle
biosecurity.
After the panelists presented
their arguments, they discussed
each other’s presentations and
opened the floor to a questionand-answer period.
— by Audrey Michael
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Friday: ‘Bystanders, Perpetrators and
Survivors: A Look at Sexual Violence’
Panel members at the
“Bystanders, Perpetrators and
Survivors: A Global Health
Perspective on Sexual Violence”
studied the occurrence of sexual
violence across the world, its widespread consequences and strategies for its prevention.
Susannah Sirkin, deputy director of Physicians for Human Rights
(PHR), began by discussing sexual
violence in war and conflict zones
such as Bosnia and certain African
countries, emphasizing that the
crime will run rampant as long as
victim-blaming takes place.
“Sexual violence has been used
and is used today as a tool of
war,” she said. “Sometimes it’s
used opportunistically. Soldiers
and police will go out and opportunistically use this form of violence to exert power. In other
situations, rape is actually used as
a strategy of war.”
“There is more attention to
this crime than we’ve ever seen,”
Sirkin said. “This is the decade
when we have to address this
crime in the same way that the
international community has battled HIV/AIDS and maternal mortality as part of the Millennium
Development Goals.”
Photojournalist
Dimitrios
Bouras presented a slideshow of
his work documenting homelessness and open drug use in the
streets of Athens, Greece. The
country’s financial crisis has driven
drug users into prostitution, he
said, leading to a 1,500 percent
increase in HIV infections.
Bouras condemned the Greek
government for blaming women
for the HIV crisis, adding that vic-

tims should not be accused of
being perpetrators.
Jennifer Klot, senior advisor
of the Social Science Research
Council, discussed how definitions
of violence against women have
changed over time.
She outlined the government’s
response to the international
threat of HIV/AIDS, adding that
the unintended consequences of
policies have had harmful effects.
“What sexual violence and
HIV both have in common is this
notion of policy resistance,” Klot
said. “These are two of the most
intractable public health problems
that we have absolutely no idea of
how to begin to get at.”
Hassa Blake (LA ‘04), co-founder of Focal Point Global (FPG),
described her organization’s work
in educating youth about critical global issues such as sexual
violence. FPG seeks to shed light
on sexual violence against males,
Blake noted.
“I think there should be more
emphasis on and more attention
brought to how to engage boys
in [the topic of] sexual violence,”
she said.
	FPG faces challenges like measuring the long-term impact of
sexual violence prevention programs, Blake said.
“It’s always quite difficult to
measure whether a prevention program is making long-term changes
because it requires a comparison
of the outcomes versus outcomes
that may have happened if those
prevention programs did not take
place,” she said.
— by Jenna Buckle

Saturday: ‘Violence: A Global
Public Health Challenge’
A six-person panel on Saturday
afternoon, “Violence: A Global
Public Health Challenge,” delved
into the importance of approaching violence around the world as
both an international security issue
and a global health pandemic.
Panelist Dr. Merrill Singer, a
professor of anthropology and
public health at the University of
Connecticut, described violence as
a “biosocial disease.” Street violence, war, disease and inequality
are connected, he said.
The panel then turned to Karen
Volker, the Washington, D.C. office
director of the Cure Violence organization. Volker explained how
Cure Violence has limited violence
by attacking it as an epidemic.
“We treated people that had
the [plague] as if there was something wrong with the people,”
Volker said. “This is what we do
to people who commit violence in
our societies...[street violence and
war are] not independent types of
violence,” he said.
Director of Emergencies and
Special Initiatives at Physicians for
Human Rights Richard Sollom
recounted his experiences with
police-wrought violence in Bahrain.
According to Sollom, violence
becomes a human rights issue
once a government employs excessive force against civilians.
“Never before has a country
engaged in attacking its civilians

so relentlessly and daily for so
long with toxic chemical agents,”
he said.
Gregg Nakano, former Military
Liaison Officer for the Office of
Foreign Disaster Assistance, discussed the continuing violence in
Iraq and Afghanistan. He argued
the U.S. has neglected the problem of poor living conditions in
these areas.
“These people [in Afghanistan]
lived in combat for 40 years,” he
explained. “Not only that, they
don’t have a place to go to the
bathroom, their infant mortality is
one of the highest in the world. If
you take a gun to this, if you take
a bomb to this, you’re just going
to increase the deaths.”
Kassim Dauod, former National
Security Adviser of Iraq, spoke
next about the struggle to attain
democracy in Iraq. The problem, according to Dauod, is that
Americans and the Iraqi opposition did not add social and cultural factors into their goal of
creating democracy.
	Finally, Ira Helfand, the co-president of International Physicians
for the Prevention of Nuclear
War, described the possible consequences of a nuclear war and
stressed the importance of taking
action to reduce the number of
nuclear bombs.
— by Abigail Feldman
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A 1973 Tufts graduate has worked as a lab coordinator for the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering for over two decades.

Veteran electrical engineer provides behindthe-scenes support to Halligan Hall, students
by Jacqueline

Quander

Contributing Writer

Enter Halligan Hall and go deep into
the maze of classrooms that make up the
Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering, and it won’t take long to find
Warren Gagosian. If he’s not working on
the lifelike model village and train system
he’s built there, Gagosian — who graduated from Tufts in 1973 and works as a
labo coorinator for the deprtmen — can
be found providing both technical and
emotional support to the electrical engineering and computer science students
who use the building’s labs.
After graduating from Tufts in 1973 with
a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering, Gagosian returned to work at Tufts
in 1989, maintaining laboratories for the
School of Engineering. Over the past 24
years, his has become an indispensable
resource for both students and professors
in all things electrical engineering.
Gagosian’s job has changed drastically
since his arrival back on the Hill.
“When I first came here, there were just
three old desks and the guy I replaced
was a computer nerd,” he said. “I brought
a few tools from my industry job and
all my parts so I could repair. We had to
repair the monitors and the computers.
I repaired all the test equipment to get
things going.”
He has moved from principally doing
lab maintenance and repairs to much
more active interactions with students
and professors.
“I help the freshmen, the seniors, the
graduate students with their hardware
projects . . . and the professors who are

Courtesy ece

Warren Gagosian: the man behind the curtain.

starting new labs,” he said. “I’ll build the
prototypes . . . so I can figure out what’s
practical, what parts we have to order.”
Gagosian helps manage test equipment, a crucial part of the innovative and
interactive methodology employed by
the Electrical Engineering Department.
Students often use the test equipment
to build their circuits, robots and other
hardware mechanisms outside of classes
and laboratory.
Gagosian says that Tufts is unique in
actually allowing students to use equipment on their own — somethimg that has
become more widely accepted since his
time on the Hill.
“I think we are the only university to
give parts to the students,” Gagosian said.
“Tufts has been very generous, letting
us get new test equipment. We are now
equivalent to [Massachusetts Institute
of Technology], [and] we don’t have the
grant money those guys [do].”
Gagosian’s background in electric engineering began at home with his father,
who owned a television repair shop.
Born in Attleboro, R.I. and raised in both
Arlington and Medford Mass., Gagosian
learned to repair all kinds of hardware
— from televisions to computer parts —
under his father’s tutelage.
Gagosian said his father gave him more
than just a practical interest in electrical
engineering — he also instilled in him a
selfless sense of hard work.
“Just the influence my father had [was]
a certain work ethic and to help others
as much as you can. He helped me,”
Gagosian said.
Gagosian remained strongly committed
to his family during his student years, continuing to work at his father’s television
repair shop while attending Tufts. After his
father suffered a non-fatal stroke, Gagosian
took a semester off to support his family.
“I had to stay with my father. My brothers
came into the store for a while, but we had
to pay off the mortgage to the house, so I
had to stay working,” he said.
After resuming his academics at Tufts,
he graduated in 1973 and took over his
father’s store. Soon after, his father died
and his familial responsibilities extended
to his two brothers.
“I made a pact with my parents to look
after my brothers,” he said.
Although Gagosian never received
a formal graduate degree, he took
enough summer graduate courses at
Northeastern University to add up to a
graduate degree.
Gagosian said he has no regrets, adding
that that his post at Tufts was, and is, the
only long-term job he’s ever held. He has
never explored any non-local job opportunities, he said.
“A lot of my friends who graduated with
me went into engineering for about a

year, and then they got a graduate degree
in business,” he said. “They didn’t like
the engineering, too much work. I just
never left. I always had obligations. No
California, no international [jobs].”
Gagosian’s interactions with faculty at
Tufts during his own time as an engineering student fuelled the ideas he uses today
to improve how students learn outside of
the lab using various test equipment.
In a class assignment while he was still
a student at Tufts, Gagosian and his classmates were asked to make a radio. “Mine
was the only one that worked,” he said. “It
was kind of neat to take it home. It’s little
things like that. They would let me take
home all these parts. It was great.”
Over his 24 years working at at Tufts,
Gagosian has been able to work within the
expansion of the university’s Department
of Electrical and Computer Engineering
and has witnessed changes to the facilities, faculty and student body of Tufts.
“When I went here, it was big, drab, old
and green,” he said. “And you had old labs
with old swinging doors. It was more like
an old factory.”
However, to Gagosian, the rising cost
of opening those doors in tuition hasn’t
gone unnoticed.
“My father would turn over in his
grave,” he said. “I had a scholarship when
I was here, but at that time [tuition] was
$8,500 for the year.”
Despite rising costs and changing facilities, this Tufts veteran’s impression of the
Jumbos he works with hasn’t waned over
the years.
“Each class after the next, they keep
getting more and more brilliant,” he said.
“You guys are more computer-savvy, [a]
much more intelligent class.”
In addition to working on prototypes
of student projects over the summer and
during the year, Gagosian maintains a
project of his own: model trains. He is
working on a lifelike model village and
train system, which runs electrically and
resides in Halligan Hall.
“The idea is to have a train come by
the track and a car come across also, and
when they cross, to have the signals come
down, and the red lights blink,” he said.
“It’s better than MIT.”
Gagosian sees it as his duty to help
students by providing equipment and lab
assistance.
“I’m probably just an old grumpy guy
to them,” he said. “I’m just a dumb-a-and I want to help. If I can help them, I’ll
help them.”
When it comes to both electrical engineering and life, Gagosian has some
words of advice.
“Its just practice, practice. You don’t
know anything until you just get frustrated and scream out the window and go
back and do it again,” he said.

oston’s best sandwich values are
tucked into the side streets of
Chinatown, where a couple bucks
buys a multilayered, crunchy
Vietnamese sandwich called a Banh Mi.
Shops slinging the Banh Mi have spread
like wildfire all over New York City in the
past few years, but Boston’s Vietnamese
sandwich scene remains firmly rooted a
few T stops away in Chinatown. So grab
an adventurous friend or two and head
out there, where Banh Mi shops litter
the streets like Starbucks. Because every
Banh Mi is unique, you’ll have to try every
sandwich in town.
It’s worth the trek, though. These sandwiches are big, flavor-packed and astonishingly easy on the wallet.
One of the awesome things about
the Banh Mi (which is the common
Vietnamese term for bread but widely
refers to the sandwich) is that, like the
masters of the dougie, every Banh Mi chef
seems to interpret the sandwich in their
own unique way.
Every Banh Mi that I’ve had has shared
these characteristics: a crispy baguette, a
substantial smear of mayo, an element of
meat (or tofu), a palate-cleansing salad
element — usually daikon, cucumber and
carrots — and then cilantro leaves topping the whole deal. Within these boundaries, chefs have the liberty to improvise.
This week I tried both the shredded
pork ($3.25) and BBQ beef ($3.50) sandwiches at 163 Vietnamese Sandwich on
Harrison Avenue, which I visited on the
recommendation of a fellow Banh Mi
fan who grew up in Boston. The layers in
these sandwiches were what particularly
impressed me. Rich mayo was topped
with meat, which was then topped with a
stick of cucumber, crunchy scallions and
a mixture of pickled carrot and daikon, a
kind of radish. The meat itself was tender
and nice to chew, but the crunchy texture
of the sandwich as a whole was what
pushed me to inhale both of these in just
a few minutes.
I was underwhelmed by how spicy
these sandwiches were — I’ve tried
other Banh Mis that included jalapeños
— but this lack of heat can be remedied
by adding a hot chili sauce like Sriracha,
which seems like it was made to top
such a sandwich.
It’s only a matter of time before the
Banh Mi becomes commercialized on a
national scale — it’s just too good not to
be. In New Orleansb they apparently call
the sandwich a “Vietnamese Po’ Boy,” in
Philly it’s a “Vietnamese Hoagie, and it’s
already been branded in New York, even
at many of the best places in the city, as
the super boring-sounding “Vietnamese
Sandwich,” because apparently pronouncing the word Banh Mi can be confusing to
Americans — “bon-me?” “bun-my?”
As a relative outsider, I can’t say I’m
100 percent on how to correctly pronounce Banh Mi. But as a guy who craves
crunchy, unique sandwich concoctions,
I really don’t mind, as long as I can keep
eating them.
I wouldn’t mind seeing a Vietnamese
sandwich shop pop up in Davis Square
soon, though I’m sure such a place would
have to sell its Banh Mis for a steeper
price. A Banh Mi shop in Davis would be
far more exciting than yet another frozen
yogurt joint.
For now, though, I’m alright with making the trek out to Chinatown to grab one
of these guys. There is definitely a charm
to eating one of these at a no-frills storefront on a dingy side street. And at just
over $3, the Banh Mi could be the best
sandwich deal in the city.
Ben Kochman is a senior majoring in English.
He can be reached at Benjamin.Kochman@
tufts.edu or on Twitter @benkochman. For more
Between the Slices, check out The Tufts Daily’s
Blog, JumboSlice, at blogs.tuftsdaily.com.
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Seth MacFarlane won audiences over as a first-timer host with his perfect balance of tasteful and over-the-top comedy.

Simple Academy Awards ceremony lets
movies, MacFarlane shine
by

Claire Felter

Daily Editorial Board

Viewers went into last night’s Academy
Awards ceremony with some uncertainty about what to expect. Ben Affleck
(Argo, 2012), Quentin Tarantino (Django
Unchained, 2012) and Kathryn Bigelow
(Zero Dark Thirty, 2012) all fell by the
wayside when it came to nominations
for Best Director, so any opportunity to
claim one film as the likely “big winner”
fell flat. Also, the Oscars crew brought
in a new host for this year’s show: Seth
MacFarlane. While most ceremonywatchers were probably familiar with
MacFarlane’s numerous shows, including “Family Guy” and “The Cleveland
Show,” there was no way to know how

MacFarlane’s humor would translate
to the simmered-down comedy of the
awards ceremony.
MacFarlane, however, appeased every
type of viewer by providing a great balance of classy and cheesy. His opener
centered on the idea that William Shatner
— as Captain Kirk — was telecasting
from the future to warn MacFarlane that
the show would turn out disastrously. It
allowed MacFarlane to offer more tasteful
alternatives each time Shatner described
another one of his screw-ups as host.
When MacFarlane “learned” that he
would almost sing an offensive tune entitled “We Saw Your Boobs,” he instead
brought out Channing Tatum and
Charlize Theron to dance to “The Way
You Look Tonight.” When he learned of

Movie Review

‘A Good Day to Die Hard’ a
graceless departure
by

Dan O’Leary

Daily Editorial Board

The original “Die Hard” (1988) was
a breath of fresh air in an action movie
genre that had seen its heyday in the

A Good Day to Die Hard
Starring Bruce Willis, Jai
Courtney, Sebastian Koch
Directed by John Moore

1980s, winning critical praise thanks to
its creative plot and action sequences.
While the subsequent films in the franchise had varied levels of success, their
one common thread was their wisecracking hero, John McClane (Bruce
Willis), who gave the films a sense of
attitude that set them apart from most
typical blockbusters. Unfortunately,
little of this attitude is present in the
latest addition to the series, “A Good
Day to Die Hard” which is dull and
see DIE HARD, page 6

Courtesy Twentieth Century Fox

Willis plays protagonist John McClane in this unsatisfying “Die Hard” series installment.

his re-inventing the film “Flight” into a
sock puppet movie, he did a song and
dance with Daniel Radcliffe and Joseph
Gordon-Levitt. By balancing overboard
humor with more tasteful sequences and
by making his own “almost” failure as
host the central joke, MacFarlane succeeded as a first-time host.
Christoph Waltz won his second Oscar,
for Actor in a Supporting Role for his
part in “Django Unchained.” His first
win came in 2010 for his first Tarantino
film, “Inglourious Basterds” (2009). Anne
Hathaway grabbed her first Oscar in the
category of Actress in a Supporting Role
for her heartbreaking portrayal of Fantine
in “Les Miserables (2012).”
see OSCARS, page 6

Album Review

‘Good Light’
aggregates band’s
many influences
by

Danielle Jenkins

Contributing Writer

“Good Light,” the latest album
released by Drew Holcomb and the
Neighbors, embraces the band’s

Good Light
Drew Holcomb and the Neighbors

DualTone Records
influences nicely, mixing country,
blues, alternative and classic rock
with a refreshing aptness.
Holcomb’s voice carries evidence of
his roots in East Nashville, Tennessee.
“Another Man’s Shoes” has a bit of a
country twang, but without the guitar typical of an actual country song.
The album begins with a hypnotic
combination of guitar, vocals and
very simple percussion on “Another
Man’s Shoes.” It’s a peaceful song, and
the harmony between Holcomb’sand
his wife Ellie’s voices is soothing.
They take the listener from this state
of reverie about halfway through the
song, when the guitar drops out and
their harmony takes the stage.
“Good Light,” the song for which
the album is named, starts strong
see HOLCOMB, page 6

s the slush continues to rain down
from the sky and the icy snow
banks around campus turn a dingier shade of brown, the Florida
girl in me yearns more and more for milder
temperatures that promise light cotton and
leather sandals. National retailers, as well
as local boutiques like The Tannery and
Louis, are completing inventory checks
on the new spring collections — which is
more than a bit of a tease as Boston and
the rest of New England wallow in grey
skies, ski clothes and self- pity. If you buy
into the conspicuous consumption patterns that the average store regulates —
and only the very wealthy can truly afford
— it would be time to clear your shelves
and restock with armfuls of lace and lilac
hues. But if the Black Card somehow got
misplaced, consider mixing these spring
trends with pre-existing closet basics for a
serious pick-me-up.
J. Crew continues to evolve as one of the
best mid-price range clothing brands after
retailer magician Mickey Drexler came on
board a few years ago. Between his business savvy and the genius of executive
creative director Jenna Lyons, the product is spot on for spring — quite literally,
with some polka-dotted chambray shirts,
which can be layered under wool sweaters for now, but can take center stage
when it warms up. J. Crew continues to
pair up with Liberty Art Fabrics of London
on paisley oxford shirts and ditsy floral
ID holders and makeup pouches. I’m a
sucker for anything with a collar and hint
of prep, so J. Crew’s meld of squeaky-clean
lines reworked in bright colors always
wins my heart.
Meanwhile, the MBTA buses roar down
College Ave emblazoned with Gap’s advertisements for “The New Skimmer” — pairs
of long legs wearing ballet flats sport a
variety of pastel, camo and floral slim
jeans. They look good, but this 1990’s retail
relic has been struggling for the past several years to maintain relevance, as stores
like UNIQLO have stolen most of their
former client base. Regardless, colored
jeans still reign as the perfect way to ease
yourself into trendy looks, even if you’re a
bit conservative.
Always a fan of bold statements in my
clothes, I’ve recently been eyeing neutrals
and light pastels paired with neon. Neon
is the boy that keeps tugging at my heartstrings, the burgeoning coffee addiction
that gives me a headache when I drink it
but also gives me shaky withdrawals when
I’m without for too long. Instead of pairing
a bright shoe with all-black for a wintery
sartorial kick, a neon orange bracelet or
ribbon tied around a peach dress might
be nice. Staying in the same color group
is crucial: Highlighter blue offsets light sky
blue in a lovely way.
Kate Spade, on a frothy pink high for
its 20th anniversary this year, turned out
the standard collection of pink and whitestriped shifts, cap-toed skimmer flats and
other feminine and work-appropriate
items. As I am a recently self-declared
sneaker freak, the Keds + Kate Spade collection of gingham and polka dots on
canvas fulfills a functional and fanciful
purpose with a college-friendly price. I’ll
relinquish the wedge sneakers for a bit.
In a perfect world, I’d meticulously
choose a few pieces from the pixeled print
collections of British superstar Peter Pilotto
(which I salivated over at Louis this weekend), Greek goddess Mary Katrantzou’s
denim looks for Current/Elliott and all
the lacy Valentino gowns I could possibly
imagine. But to get my high-end fix, I’ll
have to settle for the “Prabal Gurung for
Target” pieces: rainbow, flower-printed
short-shorts and ’90s throw-back mini
dresses with peach and teal graphically
interrupted with jet black-trim. That is a
compromise I am willing to make.

Elizabeth Landers is a senior majoring
in political science. She can be reached at
Elizabeth.Landers@tufts.edu.
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Action overload leaves ‘Die Hard’ audiences unsatisfied
DIE HARD

continued from page 5

generic thanks, to mindless plot and
poor script.
In “A Good Day to Die Hard,” McClane
receives the whereabouts of his estranged
son, Jack ( Jai Courtney), who is currently
awaiting trial in Moscow in the wake of
an assassination. McClane immediately
decides to travel to Moscow in order to
help his son, although how an NYPD
officer would be able to influence the
outcome of a Russian criminal trial is
never actually outlined. This is where
“Die Hard” makes one of its first crucial
mistakes, since the charm of the series
has been rooted in the idea of McClane
as a “reluctant hero”, someone who takes
action only because there’s no alternative. By sending him to Russia with the
intention of starting a fight, this “reluctant hero” persona is invalidated, starting the film off on an awkward tone.
Jack has agreed to testify against government whistleblower Yuri Komarov
(Sebastian Koch) in exchange for a shorter sentence, but before the trial gets
underway, the courthouse is attacked
by a squad of mercenaries hired by
Russian official Viktor Chagarin (Sergei
Kolesnikov). Komarov has a file containing incriminating evidence against
Chagarin, that has also caught the attention of the CIA, who sent Jack as an
undercover agent to recover the file.
The plot goes through some predictable twists and somehow gets related
to the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster, eventually leading to a team-up
between estranged father and son as the
McClanes face off against the Russian
baddies. While no one expects a “Die
Hard” film to have a plot worthy of a
Christopher Nolan film, the plot’s job
was simply to serve as the connecting
tie between a series of action set pieces,
and it still fails at that, trying to make a
simplistic plotline feel complex.
One of the film’s biggest missteps
comes from its script, written by Skip
Woods. While claiming that a film is

Courtesy Frank Masi / SMPSP / Twentieth Century Fox

John McClane and his son Jack join forces to stop a nuclear weapons heist in “A Good Day to Die Hard.”
“non-stop action” is usually perceived
as a compliment, that’s not that case for
“A Good Day to Die Hard.” The script
rarely waits too long before ramping up
the next action sequence, leading to the
film’s rushing through the plot at a breakneck pace that never lets up. Rather than
allowing each action sequence’s impact
to be felt — which is arguably one of the
main purposes of any action flick — the
script lurches from one to another in a
relatively short time frame, making the
endless barrage of bullets and explosions feel tiresome. And whenever the
script makes a heavy-handed attempt at
characterization, such as when it tries
to explore the relationship between
McClane and his son, it usually feels

Academy Awards masterfully balance celebration, entertainment
OSCARS

continued from page 5

Melissa McCarthy and Paul Rudd
shone as a hilarious duo presenting
the award for Best Animated Short; you
almost forgot you were watching the
Academy Awards. The heartwarming
short “Paperman” (2012) took home that
Oscar. “Brave” (2012) won Best Animated
Feature, which is not surprising, given
that it is a Pixar film. Tatum returned
to the stage with Jennifer Aniston to
announce the winners for Costume
Design and Makeup & Hairstyling,
which went to “Anna Karenina” and “Les
Miserables,” respectively.
A tribute to James Bond celebrated
50 years of one of the most beloved
film franchises of all time. Shirley Eaton
brought viewers back to the old Bond
days by singing “Goldfinger,” preparing viewers for Adele’s fabulous performance of “Skyfall” later in the show. She
took home the Oscar for Best Original
Song for this Bond tune.
The ceremony’s theme of celebrating
music within film, besides playing the
theme from “Jaws” (1975) every time
a winner was scooted off stage, was
squeezed into a 15 minute segment of
live performances. Catherine Zeta Jones
opened with “All That Jazz” from the
renowned musical film “Chicago” (2002).
Jennifer Hudson got a standing ovation
for her unbelievable vocals, singing “And
I Am Telling You I’m Not Going” from her
Oscar-winning film “Dreamgirls” (2006).
The entire cast of Les Miserables came
on stage to perform “Suddenly,” “One
Day More” and “I Dreamed a Dream.”
Mark Wahlberg and a puppet version of Ted announced the winners for
Sound Mixing and Sound Editing. Les
Miserables took home the Oscar for
Sound Mixing, likely for the film creative
crew’s ambitious choice to record all the
songs live on camera. Wahlberg then
announced that there was a tie for Sound
Editing winner, an event which that only
occurred twice before in Oscars history
and happens only when films are within
three votes of one other; both “Skyfall”

and “Zero Dark Thirty” prevailed in this
category.
Tarantino may have been snubbed in
the Director category, but he still grabbed
an award in the Original Screenplay category for “Django Unchained” (2012).
Ang Lee (“Life of Pi”, 2012), who won in
2006 for “Brokeback Mountain” (2005),
beat out favorite Steven Spielberg for
Best Director. Jennifer Lawrence brought
home the Best Actress Oscar for her role
in “Silver Linings Playbook” (2012), while
Best Actor went to Daniel Day Lewis,
the first actor to win this category three
times. Ben Affleck redeemed himself
with “Argo” (2012), winning Best Picture.
While viewers may have been unsure
about what they would during this year’s
Academy Awards ceremony, they got
exactly what anyone could want from
the Oscars: a night truly celebrating the
best films of the year, with a little songand-dance, a few jokes and plenty of
acceptance speech cut-offs in between.

ansel.ma via Flickr Creative Commons

Anne Hathaway, who wowed audiences as
Fantine in “Les Miserables,” brought home the
Oscar for Best Actress in a Supporting Role.

forced and artificial.
Despite these flaws, “A Good Day to
Die Hard” would be redeemable if it contained some inspired action sequences.
The previous film, “Live Free or Die
Hard” (2007), had some surprisingly solid
action that rarely felt too silly, so many
would hope that this “Die Hard” installment would follow suit. Sadly, that’s not
the case in this film, as the action routinely shoots for over-the-top sequences
that are ridiculous to the point of being
comical, like when McClane jumps out
of a crashing helicopter and gives the
finger to the pilot, all in slow motion.
Unfortunately, that particular scene is
not even the most ludicrous event that
occurs in the film’s climax.

While “A Good Day to Die Hard” barely
works as a serviceable action film, it
also, sadly, loses much of the spirit that
made some of the previous films in the
franchise so enjoyable. Throughout the
movie, one gets a sense that the creative
team made the film up as it went along,
a thought that is inadvertently reflected
during an exchange between McClane
and his son during the film’s climax.
When McClane asks his son if he has a
plan for assaulting the villains’ base, Jack
replies, “Not really. I kinda thought we
would just wing it, you know. Running
in, guns blazing! Make it up as we go.”
Unfortunately that seems to be the same
approach taken with creating “A Good
Day to Die Hard.”

Well-rounded ‘Good Light’ comes full
circle by album end
HOLCOMB

continued from page 5

with its country roots and, as it continues, incorporates the band’s other
influences. The chords are typically
those reserved for country music and
the harmonica that leads the song off
can easily carry its own, but the guitar
solo brings out the band’s alternativerock sensibilities and highlights some
classical-rock influences. Finally, the
organ provides a hint of Southern gospel. “Nothing Like a Woman” brings
the listener back to the country influence towards the end of the album.
This country song beautifully incorporates some of the band’s blues influences. The organ and the inflection in
Holcomb and Ellie’s voices blend well
into the song, making the blues aspects
as unforgettable as the country aspects
in this song.
“Can’t Take It With You” contrasts
greatly with “Another Man’s Shoes”
and “Good Light.” It is sad and mournful; in the first half, Ellie and Holcomb
sound defeated, and this is followed
by a second half that highlights the
passionate and robust harmonies
between Holcomb and his wife. “The
Wine We Drink” follows in the same
vein of “Can’t Take It With You.” It is
slower; however, it relieves some of
the anger and sadness that “Can’t Take
It With You” builds.
“Tennessee,” Holcomb’s ode to his
childhood, evokes a pride that can be
felt in the break between chorus and
verse. Don’t be deceived by the name
and the occasional guitar slides; this is
not a country song. It’s a ballad, with
some mourning for time gone, but
more with reflection and an assertion
of the familiarity of home.
Holcomb’s duet with his wife in “I
Love You, I Do” is interesting, with
her jazz club singer-esque voice and
Drew’s deep voice that has a distinct
edge only attained by singing country
music. The song is simple, clean and
cute, but it differs greatly from the rest
of their album.

Throughout the album, songs influences’ vary greatly. However, some
songs like “I Love You, I Do,” let too
much of one influence take over, which
can make the transitions from one
song to the next difficult.
“Nothing But Trouble,” for example,
will doubtlessly appeal to Creedence
Clearwater Revival fans. The verses
have traces of blues, and the song has
a completely different tone from the
rest of “Good Light.” Unlike “Nothing
But Trouble,” “A Place to Lay My Head”
begins slowly and smoothly; it is quiet,
but passionate. It lets this passion
build throughout the song until finally,
Holcomb lets it explode out for the last
quarter of the song. This progression
is reminiscent of Mumford and Sons.
“What Would I Do Without You” has an
almost Jack Johnson feel to it.
In fact, if Jack Johnson and Joshua
Radin had a musical child, “What
Would I Do Without You” might be
it. It’s beautiful, simple and, with
the twinge of sadness reflected in its
chords, the guitar solo bears a lot of
weight. “Rooftops” holds some of the
same sadness and bears similar influences. The chorus takes a different
tone, though. It conveys desperation
through a powerful crescendo and repetition. It transitions smoothly into a
guitar solo that carries much of the
song’s weight.
The final song, “Tomorrow,” revives
the hypnotic elements of “Another
Man’s Shoes.” It brings the album full
circle, setting it back down, gently,
where it began. Still, the songs are not
so similar as to be indistinguishable.
For one, the emphasis on the drums
in “Another Man’s Shoes” appears
instantly, whereas the drums are virtually absent from “Tomorrow.”
“Good Light” provides a more meaningful music experience with a stronger
focus on instrumentals than is common
in today’s Top 40. There is real feeling
and passion built into the album. While
its themes are less consistent, it still
conveys its messages effectively.
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Editorial | Letters

The threat of a possible armed person
on a college campus is always tricky to
deal with. Of course, every single threat
should initially be taken seriously, but
there is a fine line a college or university needs to toe while dealing with lockdowns, informing the university populace in a timely and appropriate manner
and determining the validity of a threat.
After the scare that came from
Saturday’s report of a gunman on MIT’s
campus (later revealed to be a hoax), it
is time to once again re-evaluate Tufts’
policy on active shooters in terms of
student safety and the role of the campus
police in the process.
Reports or threats of an active shooter
present campus police with many tribulations, all of which can be avoided.
During the MIT hoax, it took almost an
hour for students to be informed, which
would have left the student body seriously at risk if the situation had proved
to be a real threat. While ultimately, the

report of a gunman was uncovered to be
a hoax, had the situation gone the other
way, (without proper information at their
disposal), MIT community members
could be at risk. It should be noted that
MIT and the Cambridge police’s used
social media outlets such as Twitter by
live-tweeting about the situation.
However, MIT’s next move — locking
down the campus — could’ve caused
mass panic. Therein lies the dilemma:
Threats or reports of an active shooter
must be treated with caution, but with the
possibility of a hoax, it is important for
campus police to strike an intricate balance between an appropriate response
and a panic-inducing one. Take, for
example, 2010’s gun-wrench incident on
the Medford/Somerville campus, which
caused campus-wide anxiety in the short
term and outrage at campus police for
stereotyping and making assumptions
about an African-American male. There
should always be a sensible equilibrium

when it comes to information provided
to students here at Tufts. There must be
an immediate response to students with
information deemed valid to the protection of the campus and nothing more
until after the incident.
As for students, it is crucial that everyone refresh themselves on the proper
drills and procedures for an active shooter, but beyond that, each student must
realize that threats should be treated with
gravity unless later information indicates
otherwise. Students have a responsibility to make informed decisions when it
comes to reporting to the police. As more
and more information comes to light
about the nature of the faux report at
MIT, highlighted the importance of safety
on Tufts campus. Let’s take a look at the
way we evaluate threats today, not until
after a tragic event. Let’s view the MIT
hoax as an unfortunate but teachable
moment and recommit to our security
and welfare on campus.
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It’s safe to say that interning has become
the norm. These days, college students typically graduate with an internship or two
under their belts. Not just because work
experience is a good thing to have — internships can act as a crucial segue into the workplace — but it’s expected that job applicants
already have it, or else they won’t get hired in
today’s increasingly competitive workplace.
With that expectation, of course, has come
a serious growth in the pool from which
companies offering internships choose
applicants. A larger pool means greater
competition, as students are desperate to
fill their resume — even if it means working
for free. But after the Department of Labor
declared, in 2010, that unpaid internships
are illegal, according to the New York Times,
companies have begun to take advantage of
this high demand for work experience and

avoided legal liabilities by offering work in
return for college credit.
Is this fair, though? Unpaid internships
seem to equip students for success in obtaining employment in the future. But as much
as they provide students with the chance
to enhance their resume while also making
networking connections, unpaid positions
also hinder a student’s ability to stand on
their own feet sooner, rather than later. We’re
forced to live at home, or hold other paying
jobs on the side.
Moreover, only students with other
sources of income — or parents to support them — can accept an unpaid offer. In
some ways, the unpaid system only benefits
the wealthy, furthering the divide between
those with privilege or a leg-up and those
without. The Times also critiqued the “academic internship,” in which colleges get
tuition not to teach students but rather to
place them in internships for which students will get credit. This is what the Boston

University Internship Programs abroad do,
which means that tuition for an Internship
Program is essentially free money for the
university. As the Times explained: It’s not
just that students receive no wages, it’s that
they’re actually receiving a “negative wage.”
They are paying BU to receive credit, but
they’re not going to class. They are going to
work. This is almost exploitative.
On the other hand, it’s almost necessary.
As more and more soon-to-be-graduates
seek job experience in the form of internships, it becomes a more crucial that students land a position and more difficult
for companies to hire so many applicants.
There simply isn’t that much money to go
around. Offering unpaid internships, therefore, benefits the students in that it allows
them to get experience in offices where there
would otherwise be no budget for them.
Additionally, unpaid internships are perhaps
slightly less competitive than those that offer
a salary.

George Brown Executive Online Editor
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Correction
In the Feb. 19 article “Impeachment papers retracted, funds allocated for Spring Fling opening act” it was incorrectly reported that the
Tufts Community Union Senate allocated $6,984 to the Tufts Association of South Asians (TASA) for its Bhangra and Tamasha dance
teams to compete. The funds will actually be distributed to Tamasha and another TASA dance group, Tufts Garba, and not Bhangra.
In the Feb. 22 article “Visiting professor presents research on sexual assault prosecution,” Joy James was incorrectly identified as a
professor at the University of Texas at Austin. James is a professor at Williams College. The article also incorrectly stated that Associate
Professor of English Christina Sharpe was an assistant professor. It also reported that filmmakers Ken and Sarah Burns are siblings,
when they are, in fact father and daughter.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.

Monday, February 25, 2013

The Tufts Daily

9

Op-Ed

Off the Hill | American University

Jonathan Green | Drug Justice

Shame on you, Coca-Cola
by Sam

Don’t
kill Hill

Mendelson

The Eagle

America’s veins are filled with the carbonated, sugary sweetness of Coca-Cola.
These soft drinks — the more than 650
products made by Coca-Cola — have become
a part of the fabric of America. They are the
drinks of our childhood, birthday parties,
school lunches and sports games. However,
these drinks and those who sell them are also
slowly killing us.
American University is a “Coke university.” Any beverage you purchase at AU is
produced by, owned by and is a subsidiary of Coca-Cola. From the Eagle’s Nest to
the vending machines to the Terrace Dining
Room, AU supports the company behind the
largest health crisis in the U.S.
Yet Coca-Cola is now urging Americans
to come together to fight obesity. In a recent
ad campaign entitled “Coming Together,” a
soft female voice extols the efforts of CocaCola to be a part of the obesity solution over
a slowly building piano sonata and images
of school children, families, scientists and
flashy graphics.
Don’t buy the deceptive concoction.
It is easy to get lulled by Coke’s coercive
advertising. The commercial begins by talking about more than 125 years of Coca-Cola
bringing people together and their voluntary
efforts to offer low-calorie choices, smaller sizes and healthier options in schools.
The narrator proudly states that “All calories
count, no matter where they come from,
including Coca-Cola and everything else with
calories. And if you eat and drink more calories than you burn off, you’ll gain weight.”
Thank you, Coca-Cola, for that pearl of
wisdom.
Behind the smoke and mirrors, there is a
company that has created a global brand that
is directly linked to higher obesity, diabetes,
tooth decay and malnutrition. All calories are
not created equal, and the mixture of highfructose corn syrup, caramel color, phosphoric acid, natural flavors and caffeine that
make up many of Coca-Cola’s products are a
toxic combination.
I decided to call Coca-Cola to learn more
about their campaign against obesity and
was reassured that Coca-Cola is 80 to 90
percent water and is part of your daily fluid

L

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

intake (but not a replacement for water).
They forgot to mention the 39 grams of sugar
in a 12-ounce Coke, which far exceeds the
daily requirements.
Coca-Cola’s duplicity goes beyond a marketing campaign designed to confuse and
disorient Americans. Coca-Cola, along with
other members of “Big Soda,” have virulently
fought efforts to limit the size of soft drinks.
Christine Quinn, a New York City mayoral
candidate, has received $10,000 from CocaCola, as have many other New York legislators
and candidates (Coca-Cola spends millions
each year on lobbying as well). Coca-Cola has
also brought in the NAACP to fight New York
City’s soda ban, despite the fact that obesity
disproportionately affects minority communities.
Big Soda was also intimately involved
in defeating the proposed D.C. soda tax in
2010, spending over $300,000 for grassroots

campaigns, testimony before the city council
and likely much more on anti-tax advertisements (that do not need to be reported).
Soft drinks are in many respects the contemporary Big Tobacco. Their coffers are
deep, and they are supported by misinformation, denial and millions of dollars in lobbying.
The impact is just as severe. America’s
addiction to soft drinks is a public health and
food crisis, and blame can be placed squarely
on the largest drug-dealer, Coca-Cola.
While Coca-Cola may proclaim that a can
of Coke is “140 happy calories,” those 140 calories (all from sugar) are very different from
the 140 calories in a banana. The deliberate
distortions of Coca-Cola are deplorable but
not all that surprising. Coca-Cola’s rebranding effort is a pathetic attempt to extend an
addiction of its own creation, an addiction
that must end.

Off the Hill | Dartmouth College

Underappreciating our potential
by

Lorelei Yang

The Dartmouth

At a panel session at the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland,
Facebook chief operating officer Sheryl
Sandberg made a series of fiery comments on the gender stereotypes that
she says prohibit women from advancing
in the workplace. Sandberg singled out
T-shirts sold in the United States, with the
boys’ version bearing the words “Smart
Like Daddy” and the girls’ version the
words “Pretty Like Mommy” and said, “I
would love to say that [those T-shirts were
from] 1951, but [they were from] last year.
As a woman becomes more successful,
she is less liked, and as a man becomes
more successful, he is more liked, and
that starts with those t-shirts.”
Sandberg also criticized managers
whose performance reviews of women
reflect stereotypes, such as “she’s great at
her job but she’s just not as well-liked by
her peers,” or “she’s just a bit aggressive,”
and suggested that the same observations
would not be made of successful men.
Unfortunately, Sandberg’s observations
are all too true. For girls, much of the social
conditioning that we go through via childrearing practices, literature and, indeed,
others’ opinions of ourselves emphasizes
likeability and sociability, rather than the
assertiveness and outspokenness that are
valued in boys as the ideals to which they
should hew.
This leads to women being less assertive than men in the workplace, according
to Sandberg. Specifically, she said that

women “internalize the negative messages [they] get throughout [their] lives [that]
say it’s wrong to be outspoken, aggressive,
more powerful than men,” and lower their
expectations of what they can achieve,
compromising their career goals “to make
room for partners and children who may
not even exist yet.”
All of this is unfortunately true and,
in the case of women who buck these
standards, many people make their disapproval all too evident. Marissa Mayer,
who was announced as Yahoo!’s new chief
executive officer last July, can attest to this
fact. Mayer, who was six months pregnant when her new job at Yahoo! was
announced, quickly became the center
of an intense national discussion about
the responsibility — or lack thereof — of
her decision to take a high-pressure, high
-profile job at a time of personal transition. In an interview, Mayer explained
that she only planned to take a few weeks
of maternity leave and that she would be
available throughout her leave — thus
making it clear that, in her mind, her pregnancy would not and should not prevent
her from being an effective leader.
In Sandberg’s remarks at Davos, she
indicated that the solution to the problem of women constantly underselling
and underappreciating their potential is
for them to simply be more assertive.
However, as Nicholas Kristof wrote in The
New York Times, that may not be enough.
As Kristof points out, there is a need
for structural change — such as better
childcare in offices and longer maternity
and paternity leaves — to accommodate

women and families in corporate environments as well.
Even with that said, however, both
Sandberg and Kristof wind up missing
what may be perhaps be the biggest
point — aside from empowering women
and changing institutional structures to
accommodate them, the biggest obstacle
to female ascent lies in how men view successful women. As long as men view traditional femininity, with its associated subservience, unassertiveness and assumption of secondary roles as an ideal, it will
remain difficult to convince women that
they can “have it all” as successful and
desirable women and to fully embrace
trailblazers like Sandberg and Mayer.
While the type of ideological change that
this would require is difficult to effect, it is
by no means impossible. The incremental
success of efforts to move into post-racialism in the workplace proves that opinions
and practices can be changed, however
slowly that change may occur.
To work toward this change, we as a
society — and particularly successful,
empowered people like Dartmouth men
and women — must make conscious
efforts to encourage, rather than discourage, the types of women who will one
day be the Sandbergs and Meyers of our
generation: hardworking, outspoken and
unafraid to speak their minds. In short,
it is high time that we start encouraging
women to think more like men in the
office and to applaud, rather than condemn, them for undertaking actions and
embracing mentalities that are perfectly
acceptable from men.

ast Tuesday, Warren Lee Hill Jr. ingested
Ativan, the oral sedative used to calm a
death row inmate moments before they
gulp their last breaths, and prepared
himself for lethal injection.
In 1986, Hill shot and killed his girlfriend.
Then, in 1990, he killed his cellmate, an offense
for which he was sentenced to death.
While Hill was serving his first term, the
state in which he was imprisoned, Georgia,
became the nation’s first to ban executing
“mentally retarded” (in their words) convicts.
In their new law, the state legislature tried
its darndest to ensure that only the most
severely mentally disabled convicts would
escape death row, writing that defendants
would have to prove their “mental retardation” beyond a reasonable doubt.
It wasn’t until 2002 when the U.S. Supreme
Court caught up with Georgia. In the case of
Atkins v. Virginia, the high Court ruled that the
state-sponsored killing of “mentally retarded”
criminals is unconstitutional.
In that decision, the Court instructed individual states to establish their own guidelines for deciding who is and is not “mentally retarded.” So Georgia was not required
to weaken their qualifications, which stand
today, as they did then, as the nation’s heaviest
burden of proof for mental retardation.
Hill is mentally disabled. He has an IQ of
roughly 70, and he is as mentally developed
as your average 6th-grader. This fact is not
in question. The Georgia Attorney General’s
office, in charge of bringing the case against
Hill, has declined to dispute the finding that
Hill is mentally disabled. The judges in the
case agree that, “by a preponderance of the
evidence,” Hill is “mentally retarded.”
One would assume a “preponderance of
evidence” is plenty of evidence. Hill’s lawyers
have proven “beyond a reasonable doubt”
that Hill’s IQ of 70 indicates that he has “significant subaverage intellectual functioning.” But
they’ve only established that Hill has suffered
“impairments in adaptive behavior which
manifested during the development behavior” by that preponderance, not by a measure
that is “beyond a reasonable doubt.” Georgia’s
law, though, requires that both components
must be proven to be “beyond a reasonable
doubt.” Preponderance be damned.
In 2000, two Georgia-appointed forensic
psychiatrists and a psychologist evaluated Hill
and testified that he did not meet the legal
threshold for “mental retardation.” But last
week, those three doctors recanted their opinions, describing their previous evaluations as
rushed, incomplete and unqualified.
The clemency request that those three doctors submitted indicates that every single doctor who has evaluated Hill since 1991 agrees
that he is “mentally retarded.”
With this in mind, Hill’s lawyers filed a pair
of emergency petitions the day before their
client was to be executed. One was submitted to courts in Georgia and to the state’s
clemency board, arguing that Hill is indeed
“mentally retarded.”
The second was submitted to the Supreme
Court itself. In filing their brief, the lawyers
were asking the Court not only to grant a stay
for Hill’s execution, but also to strengthen their
Atkins ruling. But the Supreme Court denied
Hill’s request for a stay. It seems they have no
interest in defending their ban on executing
mentally disabled convicts.
It was the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals and a state appellate court that
came to Hill’s rescue, mere moments before
he was to be slain.
Hill’s lawyers explained that the three
doctors recanting their opinions is “the
equivalent of an exoneration.” It’s impossible to tell how many innocent people have
been executed since the death penalty was
reinstated in 1976. Ten have been definitively posthumously exonerated, including, most recently, Troy Davis. The state of
Georgia remains determined to execute
Hill, but if they do so, that number may as
well stand at 11.

Jonathan Green is a sophomore majoring in
American studies and philosophy. He can be
reached at Jonathan.Green@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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The Daily wants to hear from YOU.
Have a problem with our coverage? Upset
about something happening at Tufts or in the
community?
The Daily welcomes thoughts, opinions and
complaints from all readers — have your
voice heard!

Send op-ed submissions, 800-1200 words, to
oped@tuftsdaily.com. Send letters to the editor to
editor@tuftsdaily.com.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Friday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Skipping work and sledding down your lawn... for fun

Friday

Late Night at the Daily

Friday’s Solution

Brionna: “Can we be like the uterati?”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley

Monday, February 25, 2013
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Advertisement

Superman works for a daily paper.
You could, too!

Send an e-mail to daily@tuftsdaily.com to
learn how you can become part of Tufts’ top
source for campus news.
Writers, editors, photographers, graphic designers and
technology experts welcome.
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Wanted

Services

4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
(781) 863-0440 No Fees, Prices
Starting at $595/BR
Clean modern Apartments near Tufts.
Laundry facility.
Large kitchens with new refrigerators,
dishwashers. Bathrooms remodeled.
Newly refinished hardwood floors,
Porches, Off Street parking in Garages

Photos at http://picasaweb.google.
com/NCA.Associates
More information or appointment
contact John atNCA.Associates@
gmail.com

Housing
4 Bedroom, 3 Bdrm & 1 Bdrm
Apartments
3 Beautiful Apartments. Completely
refinished. Entire
House Rebuilt. Stunning. Great
Location very close to
Main Campus. Parking available. One
Bed $1,100. Three
Bed $1,900. Four Bed $2,600.
Available 09/01/13. 781526-8471.
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classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Men’s Track and Field

Distance runners stand out at All-New
England Championship
by Sam

Gold

Daily Editorial Board

The best runners, throwers and jumpers
in the region convened at Boston University
on Friday and Saturday for the All-New
England Championship, as athletes from
all collegiate divisions came together. The
meet offered yet another occasion for the
men’s track and field team to hit personalbest and qualifying marks and draw inspiration from the intense competition.
“I love suiting up to compete against
guys from all three divisions,” senior Gbola
Ajayi said. “It’s always an opportunity to
prove that Div. III is not inferior to the others, that our best guys can hang with just
about anybody.”
Despite the tough competition, the
Jumbos fared remarkably well — especially
in the longer distances, as they recorded a
number of high finishes en route to several
national rankings without any event wins.
Freshman sensation Mitchell Black had
the best performance of the day, nearly
breaking the school record in the 800 with
his personal-best time of 1:51.89 in the preliminaries, a mark that ranks in the top five
nationally. Black went on to place fourth in
the final with a run of 1:52.77.
Senior tri-captain Jeff Marvel clocked a
season-best time of 1:53.14 in the 800 but
still fell one spot short of breaking into the
final group. He will need to improve upon
that time in order to lock up one of the
other 12 spots available to Div. III runners
from all conferences across the country and
join Black at the NCAA Championship.
In other mid-distance events, junior
Jamie Norton placed 14th in the mile with
his time of 4:11.13, and senior Adam Brosh
notched a personal-best in the 1000 with
his time of 2:30.85 to claim 16th place.
Junior Liam Cassidy also clocked a personal best — his time of 8:38.73 was good
enough for 15th place in the 1000.
Tufts also ran well in its three relay
events, placing 19th in the 4x400, 12th in
the 4x800 and 17th in the distance med-
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Without an individual event victory, the Jumbos were able to keep pace at the All-New
England Championships, as a number of Jumbos set personal bests.
ley relay. Freshman Veer Bhalla and junior
Graham Beutler delivered the highlights
from these events — Bhalla split around a
1:53 in the 4x800, while Beutler, in the process of regaining his form after a few weeks
off, split around 48 seconds in the 4x400.
“The 4x4 relay had a solid showing, running our best time of the season,” Beutler
said in an email to the Daily. “Alex Kasemir
ran a fast lead off leg, and Larry Zia came
back from injury to run a great anchor
leg.”
However, the success was not limited to
the track, as Tufts turned in a slew of solid
jumps and throws as well.
They were led by senior tri-captain
Curtis Yancy, who earned fourth place in
the weight throw, with his heave of 59 feet
7.75 inches. Junior Andre Figueroa threw
his way into a top 25 position as well with
his heave of 47 feet 3.75 inches. Sophomore
Brian Williamson placed 17th in the shot

put with a throw of 47 feet 4.5 inches.
Ajayi had another strong meet in both
horizontal jumps. He took 18th in the long
jump with a leap of 21 feet four inches, and
he finished nine places higher in the triple
jump with a distance of 47 feet 2.5 inches.
The latter jump ranks 16th in the nation
thus far.
Overall, the Jumbos are approaching the
time of year when everyone needs to be in
top form and ready for the hardest meets
of the season. Over the next few weeks,
they’ll continue to try to trim their times
and round into championship form.
“We get stronger every meet, and our
teammates continue to surprise us and
show how much depth we have as a team,”
Cassidy said.
The Jumbos will have one more chance
to hit qualifying marks at the aptly named
“Last Chance” meet, hosted in the Gantcher
Center on March 2.

Jumbos outpaced in second half, await tournament selections
MEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 16

So we knew if we could make adjustments defensively we could turn the tide
in our favor.”
But Amherst, which boasts the seventhhighest scoring offense in the country at
84.4 points per game, could not be held
off for long. The Lord Jeffs came back to tie
up the game at 11, and the first half went
back and forth from there with six ties
and neither team able to take more than a
four-point lead.
The Jumbos were able to gain the
upper hand going into the locker room,
thanks to a 7-2 run to end the half that
gave them a 35-32 advantage.
“In the first half, we really locked in
defensively,” Firempong said. “We started
the game with a lot of energy and focus
and limited their open looks on offense.”
The Jumbos were particularly impressive
in their ability to limit junior guard Aaron
Toomey to two points in the first half.
Toomey, who is 3rd in the NESCAC with
17.3 points per game, put up 27 points
against Tufts the first time the two teams
met. This time around, the Jumbos made
it their number one priority to stop him.
“We really focused in our adjustments
that we made to make it tough on him
getting easy looks and limit his comfort
level on offense,” Firempong said. “Our
pick [and] roll defense was very solid
and I thought our [big men] did a great
job limiting his ability to penetrate off of
ball screens.”
In the second half, the Jumbos that

had built up a lead just minutes earlier
were nowhere to be found. The Lord Jeffs
came out of the locker room with high
energy and controlled the tempo for the
rest of the game.
The Lord Jeffs pulled ahead 38-37 on a
Toomey jumper less than three minutes
into the half. From that point on, Tufts
was playing catch-up to Amherst’s overpowering offensive attack.
The Jumbos were able to hang around
until the 13-minute mark, when the
Lord Jeffs went on a 12-to-1 run in only
four minutes to put coach David Dixon’s
squad up 12, 59-47. Their scoring punch
came from senior center Peter Kaasila,
who scored 18 of his game-high 20 points
in a dominant second half.
Although the Jumbos limited Toomey
to only five points in the second, Amherst
flashed their depth Saturday afternoon
with all four of the other starters scoring
in double figures.
“They’re just so deep, and they
have so much talent on their team,”
Anderson said. “A lot of times they rely
on Toomey, but if ever he’s having a bad
game, it’s just [somebody else’s] turn to
score. It’s tough because you need to
focus on that one guy who’s really their
best player, but they just have so many
other weapons too.”
For the remainder of the game,
Jumbos could only close the gap with
Amherst to nine points, and the Lord
Jeffs held on to a double-digit lead for
the last seven minutes.
“There wasn’t one thing on defense

-

that could be pointed to as the sole problem,” Firempong said. “But I think they
did hurt us on second-chance opportunities in the second half when we really
struggled on offense.”
Tufts, which has been consistently
improving all season, was done in by its
own poor shooting and struggles on the
defensive end. The Jumbos shot a lowly
26.5 percent from the field in the second
half, compared to Amherst, which shot
65.5 percent.
“It was an extremely tough loss,”
Firempong said. “We had a lot of confidence that we could win this game and
we felt that we had a great week of practice where we really focused on executing the game plan. But unfortunately
in sports, there has to be a winner and
a loser, and we came out on the wrong
end yesterday.”
Rather than competing Sunday in the
title game like the Jumbos had hoped, Tufts
had to sit the rest of the weekend out and
watch Amherst defeat Williams 74-73.
The team is waiting until today to hear
about an NCAA tournament berth, which
was one of the team’s goals entering the
season. For seniors like Anderson, the
tournament would also present one last
chance to suit up in their sky blue uniforms, and the selection show this afternoon could end their season.
“If the opportunity presents itself for
us to get in to the tournament, I think
we’re optimistic about our chances of
doing well,” Anderson said. “Our fingers
are crossed.”

Jordan Bean | Sacked

How different are
they?

W

hat’s the right way to treat an
athlete? To some, athletes are
on a pedestal. They’re different from regular people. They
eat at better restaurants, drive nicer cars
and live in bigger houses.
Yet to others, they are people like you
and me.
When an athlete signs a professional contract, they give up certain freedoms that separate them from the average person. However,
this does not mean that they automatically
forfeit the freedom to basic things like privacy
and personal lives.
Many fans believe they have the right to
know about an athlete’s personal life and the
right to judge them on what they do with their
time. Is this fair to an athlete?
Heisman winner Johnny Manziel can’t
even attend classes on campus at Texas A&M
because he has become too much of a distraction in the classroom and it impedes both his
and others’ ability to learn. He’s relegated to
taking online classes and says that he goes
onto campus only about once a month except
for football purposes.
Treating athletes as superior can lead to
heavy consequences. We overlook their mistakes or sometimes even believe they can’t
make them — but they can. The latest example is Olympic runner Oscar Pistorius. He was
an inspiration because he was the first double-leg amputee to compete in the Summer
Olympics. People looked up to him. They
used him as an example of how, no matter the
obstacles, people can achieve their goals. But
after the alleged murder of his girlfriend on
Valentine’s Day, people were shocked and hurt
that this type of person could commit such a
horrible crime — that is, the type of person
considered to be a role model.
How about Lance Armstrong? He was a
cancer survivor who was fighting all the odds
to win a record seven Tour de France titles.
He had sworn off talk of drugs, shunning and
rejecting those who said otherwise. He was a
real American hero. A hero who, as we would
later learn, intimidated teammates and ruined
the lives of people who threatened to get in his
way. And let’s not forget the classic example of
Tiger Woods. He may be the only athlete in the
history of professional sports who was more
popular than his game itself. His presence in
an event more than doubled the television ratings compared to a tournament without him,
and if he was in contention come Sunday,
the numbers were through the roof. He was
the star who brought non-golfers and golfers together to watch on Sunday. He was
the star who got in an accident one fateful
Thanksgiving night, one that would shatter his
reputation forever.
Although it seems fascinating to look into the
lives of the rich, let’s flip the script for a second.
Would we want someone constantly following us around and tweeting our every move?
We’re raising these people to a superior status
by treating them as different, but the higher we
raise them up, the farther they will fall.
It’s time to start giving these athletes a break.
They’re people too. Sure, they might have different problems than the average person, but
that doesn’t mean we have the right to invade
their personal lives. We need to let them live
their lives without the constant hassle of fans
wanting to be a part of it.
The less we know of their personal lives, the
better it will be for players and their fans alike.
Appreciate what they do on the field, but don’t
try and extend it beyond that. They’re not paid
to be role models, they’re paid to perform. If
a player happens to exhibit the qualities that
we ourselves strive for, well, then we should
consider ourselves lucky. So, to the fans who
immortalize players — you’re sacked!
Jordan Bean is a freshman who has yet
to declare a major. He can be reached at
Jordan.Bean@tufts.edu.
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Men’s Basketball

Jumbos fall short against Amherst
in semi-finals
by Jake Indursky

Daily Editorial Board

The men’s basketball team this
weekend proved once again that
they are able to compete with
MEN’S BASKETBALL
(17-9 7-3 NESCAC)
at Amherst, Mass., Saturday
Tufts
Amherst

35 29 — 64
32 48 — 80

the top teams in Div. III. But the
Jumbos have yet to prove they
can beat those top teams, losing 80-64 on Saturday night to
Amherst in the conference semifinals, despite 19 points from
freshman center Tom Palleschi
and 18 from sophomore guard
Ben Ferris.
The Jumbos started off the
game well, which was no surprise
for a team that came into the
matchup having won 11 of their
last 12 contests. Junior co-captain Kwame Firempong pushed
Tufts out to a quick 8-2 lead,
hitting two of three 3-pointers
within the first three minutes.
“We were very confident going
into the game,” Firempong said
in an email to the Daily. “In our
regular season game against
them, the game was back-andforth throughout and we were
within a possession of tying the
game in the last three minutes.
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see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 15

A late Amherst surge propelled the Lord Jeffs past the Jumbos in the
semifinals, 80-64.

NESCAC Women’s Basketball

Amherst takes title yet again
	In a weekend of one-sided
results, Amherst walked off
with its third straight NESCAC
title, its fifth in six years. The No.
2 seed in this year’s tournament
cruised on their home floor in
LeFrak Gymnasium, beating
the upset-minded No. 8 seed
Bowdoin Polar Bears 60-45
in the semifinals before getting revenge on Williams, who
handed them their only loss of
the season so far, 53-38.
	The finals were defensive,
with neither team moving an
inch for much of the first half.
Williams shot 5-of-23 before
the break, while Amherst was
an even worse 5-for-27.
	The Lord Jeffs also did a
great job of taking senior
Claire Baecher out of the
game, holding her to two firsthalf points and just six on the
day. The result was an 18-17
first half score line that kept
the result very much hanging
in the balance.
	In the second half, Lord Jeff
senior Marcia Voigt took over,
nearly matching the Ephs’ second-half production with 19
points after the break on 7-of13 shooting.
Williams was able to match
her much of the way, and it
was still a four-point game with
under 10 minutes to go, but
then Amherst clamped down,
allowing just four points in nine
minutes and turning in a 14-4
run to finish things off.
	Amherst’s defense was the
key to the weekend, and it
started with their holding the
Polar Bears to a 19-point first

half in the semifinal. Bowdoin
was shooting just as well from
the field as they were in their
upset of Tufts last weekend,
but the Lord Jeffs compensated
by forcing 13 turnovers that
gave them eight more attempts
in the half.
	The Polar Bears also did
themselves no favors, shooting
just 6-of-14 from the line on the
game. Bowdoin picked it up in
the second half, but never got
within nine, falling by 15.
	In the other semifinal, Williams
held Middlebury senior guard
and NESCAC leading scorer
Tracy Borsinger to six points and
held the Panthers to 1-of-14
shooting from beyond the arc.
But a massive effort from
junior guard Scarlett Kirk, who
finished with 17 points and six
rebounds, kept Middlebury in
the game. The Panthers were
as close as six in the second
half before an 11-2 run put
the game to rest. The Ephs
were spurred on by their seniors
in the post, with Baecher and
Danny Rainer finishing with 15
and 14, respectively.
	The conference title gives
Amherst an automatic bid to
the NCAA tournament that they
likely didn’t need. Tufts is the
first team in the Northeast in
line for an automatic bid, while
Williams is second. No other
NESCAC teams are expected to
receive a bid. All 64 teams and
host schools will be announced
today at 2:30 p.m.
— by Ethan Sturm

Women’s Track & Field

Tufts throwers stand tall with New England’s best at BU
by

Alex Connors

Daily Staff Writer

Coming off of a first-place finish at
New England Div. III Championships
last weekend, the women’s track and
field team traveled to Boston University
on Friday and Saturday for the All-New
England Championships, tying for 12th
on the weekend.
Overall, the Jumbos picked up 24
points at the meet while up against
36 schools from all over New England,
including a number from Div. I.
The University of Connecticut and
Providence College took home first and
second place at the meet, respectively.
Because of the extremely high qualification standards for the meet, the
Jumbos only sent four throwers, one
vaulter, two individual runners and
three relay teams. And although the
strong Div. I competition kept the
Jumbos out of the top 10 spots, the
team did finish above all the other participating NESCAC opponents, including Williams, Middlebury, Amherst,
Bates and Colby.
Leading the Jumbos was the senior
triumvirate of Kelly Allen, Sabienne
Brutus and Ronke Oyekunle, who
owned the throwing events for Tufts, as
they have all season. Brutus attributes
this long season of success to both the
group’s training and attitude.
“After four years of working hard, we
want to leave on a good note,” Brutus
said. “We train like champions, and we are
going to be champions, and I’m happy to
get a big throw out there for nationals.”
Brutus placed second in the weight
throw with a distance of 58 feet 1 inch,
breaking the previous school record set
by classmate Kelly Allen. With the toss,
she now ranks in the top five in the
nation in Div. III this year.
Allen finished third in the event
with a throw of 55 feet 11 inches, and
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Competing against Div. I talent, the Jumbos finished 12th in the All-New England Championships this weekend.
The Jumbos also had success in the
Oyekunle came in ninth with a throw es in the shot put and 44 feet 7 inches
in weight throw, earning her 14th and relays. The 4x800-meter relay squad
of 48 feet 8 inches.
finished 10th with a time of 9:23.02,
Allen and Oyekunle also made a strong 23rd places in the respective events.
On the track, it was the under- with the 4x400-meter team coming in
showing in the shot put, placing third
and fifth with throws of 45 feet 3.5 inches classmen who led the charge for the 23rd and the Distance Medley Relay
placing at No. 13.
Jumbos.
and 45 feet 0.5 inches, respectively.
With the season drawing to a close,
Freshman Marilyn Allen placed 19th
“I’m really excited,” Allen said. “My
shot put keeps getting better this sea- in the 60-meter hurdles with a time of the team will race one last time at
son, and I’m definitely ready to com- 9.22 seconds, while sophomore Caitlin home on March 2 in the Last Chance
Pohl placed 17th in the 500-meter Meet, giving their athletes a final
pete at the national level.”
In addition, sophomore thrower dash with a time of 1:18.77 and Emily opportunity to qualify for the NCAA
Grace Demyan continued her excellent Smithwick finished ninth in the pole Div. III Championship meet the next
season with throws of 39 feet 7.75 inch- vault with a leap of 11 feet 1.75 inches. weekend.

