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Arne Duncan calls education bill
critical to college aﬀordability
BY

ELLEN KAN

Daily Editorial Board

Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan in a live web chat yesterday highlighted the importance of passing the Student
Aid and Fiscal Responsibility
Act (SAFRA), saying it would
have a huge impact on college
affordability.
“This is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to dramatically
increase money … putting billions of dollars behind college
students who are working hard,”
he said in his opening remarks.
Yesterday’s chat was open to
questions from the public and
also featured Melody Barnes,
assistant to the president and
director of the Domestic Policy
Council.
SAFRA passed in the House of

Representatives last September
but has been held up in the
Senate. If passed, the act would
abolish the current Federal
Family Education Loan Program
(FFELP), which provides loans to
students indirectly by subsidizing private lenders.
Under SAFRA, all federal student loans would instead be
disbursed through the Direct
Loan system, which cuts out the
private lender middleman. The
act also includes provisions for
using the savings resulting from
this switch to increase financial
aid to students and institutions
in a bid to ensure that college
remains an affordable option for
American families.
Duncan highlighted the fact
that the bill would allow for massive funding increases at no cost
to taxpayers. According to the

Congressional Budget Office’s
estimates, ending subsidies
to lenders under FFELP would
result in savings of over $80 billion over the next 10 years.
“[The bill is a] chance to invest
as much as $87 billion into education without going back to taxpayers, simply by stopping subsidies to banks,” he said.
Critics of SAFRA, however,
have accused it of amounting
to a government takeover of
the student lending system,
which would decrease the
options available and prevent
free market forces from working effectively. They have also
questioned the bill’s purported
savings and pointed out the
possible impact on employment in the banking sector.
see EDUCATION, page 2
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Trays will be removed from Carmichael after spring break as a pilot test
of the trayless initiative.

Dining Services to
pilot ‘going trayless’
BY

MONICA MOWERY
Daily Staff Writer

Ingrid Michaelson plays Jumbo Jam concert

ANNE WERMIEL/TUFTS DAILY

Singer-songwriter Ingrid Michaelson last night played in a packed Somerville Theatre during Concert
Board’s annual Jumbo Jam concert. Michaelson treated audience members to songs like “The Hat”
and “You and I” and engaged them in entertaining banter. Los Angeles-based songwriter Greg Laswell
opened the show.

University to make decision on
Blackboard replacement
BY

AMELIE HECHT

Daily Editorial Board

University officials have completed usability trials that will
pave the way for an official recommendation to move away
from Blackboard.com to an alternative online education service.
A university-wide learning
management system (LMS)
advisory team coordinated
by University Information
Technology (UIT) is planning to have a strategy recommendation ready in the coming weeks to be reviewed by an
executive steering committee,
as well as administrative and
educational deans from all campuses, according to Director of
Educational Technology Services
Gina Siesing.
If the proposal is approved
and passes budget clearances,
UIT hopes to pilot the program

in the spring of 2011 and fully
implement it in the fall of 2011,
according to Neal Hirsig, assistant director of Instructional
Services
at
Information
Technology Services (ITS).
Hirsig four years ago initiated
the search for a replacement for
Blackboard, a system that has
been in use by the schools on
the Medford/Somerville campus
since 1999. The search was supported by the Student-Faculty IT
Committee in the Schools of Arts
and Sciences and Engineering.
Siesing cited a number of reasons for the move away from
Blackboard, including the challenges involved in integrating
the system with other university
technology and lack of support
from the company in providing
program updates.
“We really just want a learning
see BLACKBOARD, page 2

Students eating in Carmichael Dining Hall after spring
break will find themselves
without trays for three days, as
Dining Services will conduct a
pilot program to test the feasibility of removing trays from
all dining halls.
Students in the Experimental
College (ExCollege) class
“En v i ro n m e n t a l
Ac t i o n :
Shifting from Saying to Doing”
started the trayless initiative
as a class project to reduce
Tufts’ environmental footprint by cutting back on water
used to clean the trays and by
reducing food waste.
Dallase Scott, a graduate student in the Urban and
Environmental Policy and
Planning program who co-teaches the class, explained that the
latter goal was the main motivation behind the initiative.

“With all that said and done,
there is still a huge amount of
food waste,” Scott said. “With
trays, students have space to
put as much food as they want.
It takes energy to grow, prepare and distribute that food.”
Students in the class last
semester brought the idea to
both the Tufts Community
Union ( TCU) Senate and
Dining Services. Dining officials recently confirmed that
the “trayless” initiative will
after spring break undergo a
short trial to help decide if it
is logistically feasible to permanently implement across
campus.
There have been mixed
results with trayless projects
at other universities, according to Director of Dining and
Business Services Patti Klos.
“I’ve been aware for several years that other campuses
see TRAYS, page 2

Recent spate of break-ins draws attention of
TUPD, students
BY

HARRISON JACOBS

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts University Police
Department ( TUPD) has
recently sent out a greater
number of security alerts to
the Tufts community, raising
questions about whether the
latest crimes are indicative of
a wider trend in the Medford/
Somerville area.
TUPD Capt. Mark Keith said
that the latest spate of crimes,
which largely involved involving breaking-and-entering
and robbery, has caught
TUPD’s attention.
“We have [noticed an
increase in incidents], that’s
why we’re putting out the
alerts on incidents that occur
right around campus,” he
said.
Despite this notable anecdotal increase in crime, Keith

Inside this issue

is unsure whether citywide
crime rates are trending
upwards.
TUPD, however, in response
to the latest occurrences,
is patrolling the area more,
which will hopefully help
curb the number of break-ins,
according to Keith.
“[Increased patrols] is
something we’ve been doing
in the immediate neighborhood around campus,” he
said. “We’ve directed our
patrols to be a bit more proactive in those areas when
possible.”
TUPD Sgt. Robert McCarthy
believes that the perceived
increase in crime is largely
the result of more diligent
alerting on the part of TUPD.
“What I think is happening is that we’re telling the
public about when they are
happening a lot more,” he

said. “Some of these break-ins
really had nothing to do with
Tufts at all; they were just in
the Medford/Somerville area.
We wanted to keep the public
informed even though they
weren’t Tufts houses and Tufts
students weren’t involved.”
Junior Miki Vizner, who
lives off campus, has noticed
the rise in the number of
security alerts.
“We get these e-mail alerts
all the time,” he said. “There
was a mugging at the end of
my street the other day. It
definitely feels like since I’ve
been at school that there’s
been an increasing amount of
those e-mails.”
According to McCarthy, a
majority of the incidents that
have taken place this semester were the result of resisee CRIME, page 2
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SAFRA aims to increase financial aid
for college students

Trial of trayless initiative to take
place in Carmichael

EDUCATION

TRAYS

continued from page 1

One of the key provisions of the bill is a
huge investment to increase the maximum
Pell Grant award, from $5,350 in 2009 to
$5,550 in 2010 and $6,900 in 2019. This,
Duncan said, is critical to ensuring that
education aid keeps pace with inflation.
“I really worry about nine- or ten-year
olds … whose dreams of college start to
die young,” he said. “Many Americans start
thinking that college isn’t part of their reality … that has to fundamentally change …
if this bill passes we can index Pell Grants …
so that families wouldn’t be falling behind.”
The bill also focuses on ensuring that
students are financially able to complete
their college education through the College
Access and Completion Innovation Fund.
“There’s $3.5 billion that we want to put
out there on a competitive basis for colleges
and universities who want to build a completion culture,” Duncan said. “We want to
put money behind folks who are interested
in doing the right thing … spotlight best
practices that can be replicated nationally.”
The plan also calls for extending tuition
tax credits, increasing funding for community colleges and historically black colleges and universities, simplifying the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid and
reworking Perkins Loans.
Duncan and Barnes also discussed the
Income Based Repayment Plan, which caps
loan repayment at 10 percent of income
instead of 15 percent. It also forgives debt
after 10 years for graduates in public service
and after 20 years for everyone else.
Duncan noted the importance of this
move in attracting graduates to public service, especially the teaching profession.
“Income-based repayment is designed to
bring that talent to the sector in the country
where we need it the most,” he said.
SAFRA would not have a direct impact
on Tufts, as the university has already
made the switch to direct loans. Tufts

also has its own debt-forgiveness program
for alumni entering the public sector.
Students might indirectly benefit however,
through the increased number of funding
and aid options.
“This bill would bring unprecedented
resources to … empower financial aid
officers at the local school level,” Duncan
said. “So when family situations change
… we absolutely encourage students to
talk to the financial aid officers who have
the ability and power to adjust what these
students receive.”
Addressing a question about rising
tuition costs, Duncan expressed his
belief that, beyond efforts by the government to encourage institutions to keep
fees low, the crucial factor is American
families’ decisions.
“We have by far the best higher education system in the world,” he said.
“The American public is going to vote
with their feet. Those universities doing a
good job of containing costs are going to
attract people.”
A question about textbook costs was also
raised and Duncan stressed the importance
of innovation in dealing with the issue.
“These costs are devastating,” he said.
“We want to work with folks who can think
very creatively about reducing these costs
… in the next few years, we’ll see a whole
different level of creativity.”
Barnes noted that SAFRA is an important
component of President Barack Obama’s
goal of attaining the highest population of
college graduates by 2020.
“To get to that goal, we have to make college education more accessible,” she said.
“[SAFRA] is a smart use of the money …
something that we can do to help all of our
students and meet the president’s goal.”
Duncan agreed about the significance of
SAFRA. “This bill would literally fund twothirds of our education agenda,” he said. “I
can’t think of a better time to be investing in
young people.”

University officials deciding
between two platforms
BLACKBOARD
continued from page 1

management system that will
give us more tools and better
functionality,” Hirsig said.
The project team began the
process with four different systems, but has narrowed down
the possible options to the systems Moodle and Sakai.
Siesing explained that both
Moodle and Sakai are opensource systems, programs that
are free to license because they
are developed by and for the
educational community.
Usability tests of the two
systems involving both students and faculty concluded
on Feb. 26.
“We put out an open invitation to all faculty and students,
and a large number of people
opted in,” Siesing said.
She explained that participants in the usability tests had
to perform a set of activities
under observation and were
also asked to give feedback.
“One of the systems was generally found to be easier to use,
but it didn’t have as much functionality as the other system,”
Hirsig said.
He explained that while
usability was an important factor in the decision, it was not
the only consideration for the
committee.
“The final decision is not
going to rest on usability alone,”
Hirsig said. “It’s going to rest on
a number of criteria that we
have developed, like functionality, the tool set available, the
system’s plan for future development and how easy or hard
it is to incorporate other tools
into that system.”
Usability tests were the third
stage in an extensive process
that began with an informa-

tion-gathering
movement.
Project members spoke with
members of the Tufts community in order to determine the
qualities they should be looking for in an LMS.
“We did a whole series of
interviews with students and
faculty from all three campuses
about what they would expect
in a new system and what they
would like to see,” Hirsig said.
Following that, the team sent
information requests to different
vendors in order to learn more
about the respective systems
available, according to Siesing.
The project team members
then reviewed the systems
based on the feedback they
received regarding the expectations of the Tufts community and their understanding
of the educational technology industry.
Siesing noted that once the
replacement system has been
selected, a support model will
be implemented in order to
help equip faculty and students
to use the new platform.
“We will need a lot of people
to help faculty to get their courses and information online,”
Siesing said. “It is important
to help faculty get familiar will
the technology and make sure
everyone is … ready to use the
new tools.”
Freshman
Shawyoun
Shaidani, a Tufts Community
Union Senator on the university’s Information Technology
Committee, felt that transitioning to a new LMS would benefit
the university.
“I think there is a general
consensus among faculty and
students that we do need to
move on from Blackboard
to a new and better system,”
Shaidani said.

continued from page 1

have tried this initiative,” Klos said.
“Some schools have been successful,
some not.”
Klos added while the trayless initiative was helpful in showcasing the
amount of interest among the student
body, it could potentially create problems for Dining Services.
“From the dining services side, we
are concerned about when students
walk up to the tray return and need
somewhere to put their dish,” she
said. “We can’t create a bottleneck
when students would have nowhere
to put the dishes.”
Members of the dining hall staff are
concerned that the removal of trays
could increase their workload, especially in terms of cleaning up.
“I … feel like it will cause more
work for us because students will
leave dishes on the tables,” Sandy
Lin, a member of the Carmichael
staff, said. “Without the tray, students
will just walk away.”
The initiative has sparked a heated
debate on campus, as students argued
about the merits of implementing the
initiative. Groups on Facebook.com
in support of and against the initiative have sprung up and attracted
extensive participation.
Klos noted the strong opinions on
the subject.
“It could become a real sore point
with students,” she said. “We give
you great food and don’t like to mess
around with that. Quite frankly, I
don’t know if we’ll be able to overcome it or not.”
This divide over removing trays
from the dining halls is really part of
a larger issue of how environmentalism affects daily behavior, according
to senior Alex Shapiro, a member of

the ExCollege class.
“At the end of the day, the tray
is more of a symbol behind a principle that people are arguing over,” he
said.
Shapiro added that the class aimed
to initiate an environmental campaign at Tufts, and the trayless project was chosen because it seemed
to be the most feasible and effective
idea.
“The issue we all agreed on and
thought would have the most bang
for our environmental buck was the
trayless campaign,” he said.
Tina Woolston, project coordinator at the Office of Sustainability,
who co-taught the class, added that
students in the class were also taught
how to run social marketing campaigns, a skill that could be useful in
the future.
“Students learned a lot about
themselves and about how they can
affect change in the world,” Woolston
said. “It was very empowering.”
Shapiro echoed this sentiment,
saying that the class was a good lesson in how to bring about concrete
and tangible changes.
“The idea is to take all these environmental issues that look so daunting … and teach students how you
actually can make a difference,” he
said.
The class, which focused on environmental literacy, social marketing,
critical thinking, and social psychology, according to Woolston, created
an open forum for environmental discussion.
“The class was an environment to
question what was going on around us
and an arena to discuss these issues,”
Shapiro said. “When you leave Tufts,
you now have some tools you can
actually use.”

TUPD advises increased student precautions
CRIME
continued from page 1

dents leaving doors and windows unlocked.
“A lot of the breaks are just
people walking around, trying
out doors until they find an
open door,” he said. “At a lot of
these break-ins, we don’t even
find a broken window or door
lock; literally, the doors are left
unlocked and they walk in.”
Keith echoed this observation, emphasizing the need for
students living in off-campus
houses to ensure that proper
safety measures are adopted.
“In order to keep students
and their properties safe,
they should make sure all the
windows and doors are kept
locked,” he said. “There are
precautions one can take.”
The problem of students
being careless and leaving
doors unlocked is not news to
senior Pat Tonelli, whose offcampus neighbor’s residence
was broken into while she was
at home in her room.
“One girl that I know had
her house broken into through
the window and another group
of people that I know got
robbed while they were in the
house and the door was left
unlocked,” he said. “He came
in while they were all in their
rooms and stole everything.”
A senior who requested anonymity due to ongoing criminal investigations explained
that her house has been broken
into three times. The suspect
entered by picking the lock the
first two times and by going
through an unlocked back door
the most recent time.
According to her, during
the third robbery, one of her
housemates came home while
the suspect was still in the
house. The suspect fled the
scene and was later picked
up by Somerville and Tufts

ASHLEY SEENAUTH/TUFTS DAILY

There have been a number of recent break-ins in the off-campus area.
police. The senior noted that
TUPD has been “very helpful”
throughout the situation.
Keith is unsure if there is
a common theme running
through the incidents that
have taken place. Similarly, it
is unclear whether the number
of incidents will return to normal levels.
“It’s tough to tell [whether
robberies will decrease in the
future],” he said. “Whether it’s
related to the economy and
causing people to do things

they normally wouldn’t do, I’m
not sure.”
McCarthy feels that raising
student awareness through
sending out more alerts might
be the best way to prevent
future break-ins.
“You hope people are aware
of it so that the next time they
see someone that looks suspicious by their window or
yard, they call us,” he said.
“Hopefully, the awareness we
are bringing helps to bring
down the incidents.”
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Alumni Association engages undergraduates
BY

CARTER ROGERS

Daily Editorial Board

From the moment they set foot on campus during Freshman Orientation, Tufts
undergraduates attend events designed to
enhance their collegiate experience that are
sponsored by the Tufts Alumni Association,
which also works to make sure that alumni
stay connected to the university and each
other after graduation.
“I think the most important thing we
want [students] to know is that the Alumni
Association isn’t just a bunch of much older
people with canes and top hats having tea
parties. Everyone is alum. Everyone is welcome to be active,” Samantha Snitow (LA
’02), assistant director for young alumni
and student programming, said.
The Alumni Association works to make
sure that students have the best undergraduate experience possible while at Tufts.
“The alumni put [undergraduates having a
great time while at Tufts] as a top priority,
from the Alumni Association standpoint in
terms of engaging students, building new
traditions on campus that are targeting
large populations on campus,” Associate
Director for Alumni Relations Jonathan
Kaplan (LA ’96) said.
“[The Office of Alumni Relations is] the
staff support for the Alumni Association,
which is a non-profit volunteer organization,” Kaplan said.
Kaplan pointed out that the Alumni
Association is one of the main sponsors of Freshman Orientation, the sophomore class Halfway There celebration,
the junior class Study Breaks, senior class
career programming, Tuftonia’s Day and
the Senior Awards.
Like many working in the Alumni
Relations office, Kaplan was drawn back
to the Hill soon after he graduated. Before
moving to Alumni Relations about five years
ago, he worked for Tufts Career Services. “In
the best possible way, I felt like working
here is like coming home,” Kaplan said.
Kaplan hopes current students also feel
connected to Tufts after graduation. “For
the Alumni Association, one of the primary
objectives is to engage with students and
create a lifelong connection with the university,” Kaplan said.
Kaplan believes one of the best ways to
do this is by tailoring programming to specific class years. “We’ve tried to connect with
the class councils and the Programming

MARY BETH GRIGGS
Daily Editorial Board

Spring break. For college students, those
two words often conjure images of scenes
from MTV’s insane parties on tropical
beaches or simply a vague picture of peace
and quiet, without mountains of homework
and midterms weighing them down.
Tufts students are entering that time of
year when the weather tempts them with
temperatures just rising out of the 30s and
professors drown them in papers and tests.
Such a combination makes many on the Hill
look forward to fun in the sun with friends —
if only for a week — later this month.
With the recession still affecting the wallets of students and parents, alternative
plans have become the norm for many, and
a number of those who chose to stick to
the standard spring break fare of beachside
locations near the Caribbean have booked
their trips months in advance to ensure the
best deals on accommodations and airfare.
Others have, for one reason or the other,
decided to eschew the traditional spring
break experience and opt for a slightly different kind of vacation.
Will Perry, a senior on the Tufts men’s ultimate frisbee team, is one student not partaking in a stereotypical collegiate spring break,
as he will be traveling with his team for the
week. “First I think we’re going to Atlanta for
a Frisbee tournament the first weekend of
break, then down to Clearwater, Florida for

Same,
same — but
different?

A

COURTESY CHRISTOPHER KANTOS

Christopher Kantos (E ’08) poses with Jumbo at a recent Alumni Association event.
Board and the [TCU] Senate to try and
shape programming that is targeted to specific classes based on where they are and
what they’re doing in that particular year,”
Kaplan said.
He cited the sophomore class Halfway
There celebration as an example of this
philosophy. The event occurs at the end of
spring semester. “It’s kind of a celebration
that you’re halfway to graduation, and
also one last chance to be with all your
classmates before people study abroad,”
Kaplan said.
For reuniting seniors, the Alumni
Association has a Welcome Back Seniors
reception, which usually occurs during the
first day of classes. “It’s sort of the bookend
to the sophomore event,” Kaplan said.
Although students attend Alumni
Association-sponsored events as undergraduates, it’s when they leave the Hill that
the Association becomes their primary
contact with Tufts.
Snitow’s job as assistant director for
young alumni and student programming
is to make sure recent graduates don’t lose
touch with Tufts.

“One issue is just sheer competition. As
people get involved with lots of other activities, their attention begins to be drawn elsewhere, which is why we’re really ramping
up the amount of programming that we’re
doing and the amount of communications
that we’re doing with our young alumni,
because we want to get them engaged right
away,” Snitow said.
Snitow is also the staff liaison to the Tufts
Alumni Boston regional chapter, Tufts’ largest alumni chapter.
“We are very heavy on our programming. Tufts Alumni Boston holds anywhere
from one to three events a month. We have
a great board of volunteers who really make
an effort make sure we have family-friendly
events,” Snitow said.
Snitow emphasized that the Alumni
Association works to target alumni of all
age groups. “We have happy hours most
months … We pretty much try and make
sure we’re hitting all of our target ages …
The board makes a pretty strong effort
to make sure to get varied events and get
see ALUMNI, page 4

As economy hits travel budgets, students
turn to alternative spring breaks
BY

JESSIE BORKAN |
COLLEGE IS AS COLLEGE DOES

most of the week itself,” Perry said. “We’re
staying at a beach house there, then back up
to [Washington] D.C. the second weekend
for another tournament.”
The trip is not expensive when compared
to the other types of spring break adventures
that a Tufts student might want to indulge
in. “[The] baseline price is around $250, I
think, but we get reimbursed by the school
for gas later, and we pay for our own food,”
Perry said. “We do it because the weather in
New England is obviously terrible until late
April, so we go south in order to play some
warm weather games against colleges from
around the country. Then we practice and
bond while chilling out down in Florida in
between tournaments.”
The women’s ultimate frisbee team members also go to Clearwater for the week, but
they will be staying in a separate house.
Junior Geoff Lerner is also travelling
with a Tufts group, but for a different reason. He’s heading with members of the
Department of Geology on their bi-annual
spring break trip to Utah do research in the
field. “I’m a geology major, and I thought it
seemed extremely relevant to my studies.
I had other things that I could have done
over spring break, but this seemed to be
something that would further my geology
studies,” Lerner said.
“I’ve gone on trips out west with my family to national parks and Utah actually, and I
really like hiking around in places like that,”
he continued. “I thought it would be a lot of

fun. I believe it’s to southeast Utah, places
like Arches, Canyonlands, Chimney Rock
and Fossil Mountain.”
At each of those sites, the students will
be exploring concepts firsthand that they’ve
learned about in their geology classes,
including looking at fossils that they learned
about in paleontology sections. Lerner did
have to make a difficult decision regarding
his participation in the trip, which is open to
all geology majors.
“The second round of Mock Trial tournaments was on the last weekend of spring
break,” Lerner said. “If I had been picked for
that team I would have stayed over spring
break, practiced and then competed on the
last day. But I can probably do that next year,
and I can’t do this next year.”
At approximately $500 for travel and
another $150 for lodging, the departmental
trip is not inexpensive, but students that
can’t afford the trip and would like to go are
offered scholarships.
Senior Prachi Godiwala is sticking close to
Tufts for the majority of her spring break.
She will be spending part of her vacation working at a local emergency medical
service company, Armstrong Ambulance
Services, where she is employed part time
as an emergency medical technician. Her
reason for working instead of playing over
the break is so that she can save money for a
grander trip later.
see SPRING BREAK, page 4

fter reading two Harvard students’
brilliant exposé on our campus two
weeks ago (just Google it — Harvard
Crimson + Tufts) and a few complaints
that my column is not, in fact, journalism,
I decided to do some hard-hitting, investigative journalism of my own. Harvard
seemed like the perfect place to begin my
journey into the fourth estate. I had heard
that it boasted several large buildings, each
just brimming with students who have the
power to speak so highly of themselves in
conversation that they, like the Crimson’s
recent journalistic masterpiece, leave you
full of hope and wonder — wondering if
they could have possibly been serious, and
hoping that you were just unwittingly part
of some misguided, self-deprecating and
poorly executed joke.
Being a girl of few means (my Valentine
and I just couldn’t hack a weekend at the
Berkshires this year), I decided to hop on
the T. On the ride over, I bantered with the
drunk homeless guy next to me in English,
my native language. I’m pretty sure it was
his native language, too, but his slurring
made it hard to be sure. I asked him where
the best place to party at Harvard was,
and he told me Central Square — maybe
he was sound of mind after all — but I
couldn’t be deterred.
Wandering around the Yard, I was confused by the lack of Rihanna and drunkenness there. Being from a university with a
frat scene so incredibly robust that I haven’t
actually entered one since freshman year,
I had expected more action. I checked my
calendar just to be sure I hadn’t accidentally come to scope out the party scene on
a Sunday night or a holiday (or both) —
because how ridiculous would that be? Very,
but alas, it was still Friday night. Bizarre.
Or not that bizarre? Actually, everything
seemed pretty normal when I thought
about it. The students walking past me
looked like, well ... students. Of course
I didn’t see any funtivities. They were in
places I didn’t know about, because I don’t
even go there. Aside from the two dudes
stooped in an alcove rabidly stroking the
appliqués on each other’s Harvard fleeces,
I must say that it looked like any other
small college campus in the Northeast,
plus some famous buildings. “How could
that be?” I thought to myself.
Because it is. That’s right, folks, Harvard
is just another school. Its students vary —
some of them are irritatingly pretentious
features writers, but some of them are also
our friends, our siblings and our siblings’
friends (and our siblings’ friends with benefits?) and I’m sure that, like on most campuses, the majority of them are totally legit.
They, like us, cannot be boiled down to
simple (and unflattering) stereotypes like
“frat-ish people” and “listless sorority girls”
mentioned in the Crimson article. I highly
doubt there is a model Harvard-ette —
there sure isn’t one at Tufts, unless you want
to count Jumbo. Also, like anywhere else,
it was weird that someone from another
school just showed up to make completely
unfounded and annoyingly verbose judgments about the entire college based on a
single night. So I got out my Charlie Card
and went home.
I don’t want to start a column war with the
Crimson — that would involve me reading
it every week. I’d just like to give a couple of
shout outs: Lillian Yu and Alexander Ratner,
shame on you. You embarrass Harvard, and
you embarrass yourselves. Tufts, I think we
all know that we can compete with Harvard
in more ways than just “logistically,” and
judging by the inferiority complex that is
the so creatively titled “Tufts,” I think they
know it, too. And, finally, to you, aquashirted freshman: you make us proud,
whoever you are.

Jessie Borkan is a senior majoring in
psychology. She can be reached at Jessie.
Borkan@tufts.edu.
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Association uses new-media outreach
ALUMNI
continued from page 3

varied tastes covered in all the programming
that we do,” she said.
Engaging alumni is only half of the challenge for the Office of Alumni Relations.
Simply getting in contact with tens of thousands of alumni also poses a challenge.
Snitow said a main problem is simply
reminding young alumni to keep their contact information up to date, which is often
not the first thing on the mind of recent
graduates, who move frequently.
“We are really making a move, using
social media, to try to go where the young
alumni are, to try to reach out to them on
Facebook[.com], on Twitter[.com], through
LinkedIn[.com], so we’re really trying to go
to them, because they don’t always go to us,”
Snitow said.
The university still uses old-fashioned

tools to keep alumni informed. The monthly
electronic newsletter reaches 50-60 people,
according to Kaplan. “Tufts Magazine is
probably the number one communication
tool. It reaches just about everybody in our
community,” he said.
Aside from informing alumni about university happenings, Kaplan sees shared
interest alumni programs, such as the Tufts
Lawyers Association and the Tufts Journalism
Society, as ways to connect alumni with
similar interests. “All of these are vehicles to
engage alumni back to Tufts in a way that’s
really meaningful for them,” Kaplan said.
“The Africana Center 40th Anniversary
event was a great partnership between the
Center, the Students and the Black Alumni
Association (which is a chapter of Tufts
University Alumni Association) and serves
as an example of how many of our programs
are created,” Kaplan said in an email.

Students try new spring break options
SPRING BREAK
continued from page 3

“I don’t want to go anywhere for spring
break because I’m taking a two-month
vacation to Europe over the summer — no
need to go to, like, Miami for four days
when I’ll be spending my summer abroad,”
Godiwala said.
There are also some distinct and delicious benefits to sticking around Tufts during
spring break. “There’s all these things I never
get to do in Boston because I’m so busy, and
spring break is the perfect time to do them,”
Godiwala said.
She added that she is looking forward to
taking advantage of Restaurant Week, when
high-end restaurants offer menus for a fraction of the price of a normal meal.
Tufts organizations also offer opportunities
for alternative spring break vacations. Tufts
Hillel participates in an alternative spring
break every year, partnering with different
Jewish service organizations to send students
to help people in disadvantaged areas of the
world. This year they have partnered with
Jewish Funds for Justice to send a small group

to New Orleans, where students will be working with United Methodist Disaster Recovery.
Tufts Christian Fellowship (TCF) has been
organizing service trips to New Orleans during spring break for the last five years, since
Hurricane Katrina. The program — Katrina
Relief Urban Plunge (KRUP) is organized by
InterVarsity New England for various colleges in the New England area. TCF has
worked in conjunction with various organizations providing relief work in New Orleans
since Hurricane Katrina, such as Habitat
For Humanity in 2008 and Committee for
Plaquemines Recovery in 2009. The trip is
open to students of all faith backgrounds,
and encourages and facilitates discussion of
issues such as faith and social justice.
The Tufts Amalgamates will be travelling
to Miami to soak up the sun and perform in
at least three shows while there. Other clubs,
organizations and sports groups also take
advantage of the break from classes to spend
time together doing something fun and getting to know the people with whom they
share interests and passions.
Dilys Ong contributed reporting to this article.

Barack Obama and American Democracy
Symposium Sponsored by the Office of the Provost
and the Department of History at Tufts University

March 5-6, 2010
Two days of panel discussions featuring nationally renowned speakers and scholars, including
Callie Crossley, Boyce Watkins, John Stauffer, and Peniel Joseph, who will critically analyze
President Barack Obama’s first year in office. All of the Tufts University community is
encouraged to attend.

Friday March 5, 2010
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Center for the Humanities at Tufts
Fung House, 48 Professors Row
Panels: Obama and the Joshua Generation,
The Obama Doctrine: American Foreign Policy in an Era of War and Peace

Saturday March 6, 2010
9:00 a.m. – 5:15 p.m.
Coolidge Room
Ballou Hall, 2nd Floor
Panels: Civic Engagement and the Media in the Age of Obama,
Hope and Change?: Assessing Obama’s Domestic Policies,
What Barack Obama Means for American Democracy

Introduce new Jumbos
to the Tufts Experience
Applications
Due 3/12

Innovative and Energetic Leaders Needed

Orientation Leaders 2010…Apply Now
Now Hiring for…
EOL (Executive Orientation Leaders) and OL (Orientation Leaders)

more information &application at:
http://ase.tufts.edu/orientation
or stop by Campus Life in the Campus Center.
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BOOK REVIEW

Exuberant, dark wit abounds
in Tufts alumna’s poetry debut
BY

ERIC BERG

Junkies, “The Wizard of Oz” (1939),
mezuzahs, prostitutes, Buddhism,
multiple divorces, breastfeeding and

When You Say One Thing But
Mean Your Mother
Melissa Broder

Ampersand Books

MELISSABRODER.COM

Melissa Broder’s poetry delves into psychological lingo and mother-daughter relationships.
book is from beginning to end.
The poems contain significant tension between traditions and new ways
of doing things in the world. The
first poem, “Jewish Voodoo,” perfect-

GALLERY REVIEW

ly exemplifies this conflict between
old and new. The poem’s playful and
brilliant alterations of phrases, such
see MOTHER, page 6

MOVIE REVIEW

‘Cop Out’ fails to
spoof or honor
buddy cop genre
BY

RYAN ZUCKMAN

Daily Staff Writer

Post-Oscar season is an interesting time of year for the film industry. With last year’s greatest hits

Cop Out
Starring Bruce Willis, Tracy
Morgan, Rashida Jones
Directed by Kevin Smith
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON

The MFA’s “Harry Callahan: American Photographer” is on exhibit until July 3.

tographer or not, the 40 or so works that
line the walls of his exhibit are instantly
striking. Callahan is a master of visual
poetry, and the MFA pulls together an
outstanding collection of his explorations with the camera — from figure
studies to abstracted natural subjects to
darkroom experiments.
One wall of the gallery is devoted
exclusively to Callahan’s studies of
his wife, Eleanor Knapp. In the relationships between her body and various surroundings, Callahan discovers
geometric interactions and manipulates perceptions of space. Two prints
paired together depict the environment
engulfing Eleanor. In “Eleanor, Chicago”
(1949), it’s darkness that consumes

still fresh in the audience’s mind,
studios try different strategies to
draw audiences to theaters. Though
some movies, like Martin Scorsese’s
“Shutter Island” (2010), are earlybird awards fodder, most are never
meant to compete in the major
leagues. For the most part, the studios’ goal seems to be to distract
viewers from a dreary winter and
the overhyped nominees.
“Cop Out,” the latest misguided
studio film from everyman indie
director Kevin Smith, is no exception. The film is an ill-advised
attempt at the buddy cop, actioncomedy genre: generic, predictable
and without teeth. Those looking for
a decent Bruce Willis romp would
do better to dust off the “Die Hard”
(1988) DVDs.
Grizzled veteran New York Police

see CALLAHAN, page 6

see COP OUT, page 6

Harry Callahan exhibit explores intimacy
BY JESSICA

BAL

Daily Editorial Board

In the Herb Ritts Gallery of the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (MFA),
Harry Callahan is described as “both

Harry Callahan: American
Photographer
At the Herb Ritts Gallery, through July 3
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
465 Huntington Ave., Boston
617-267-9300
extremely famous and barely famous at
all” on the wall text of the exhibit “Harry
Callahan: American Photographer.”
Whether visitors have heard of the pho-

Let me
lick your
tears, Scott

T

Daily Staff Writer

drugs only begin to make up the list of
the broad, darkly funny American landscape in Tufts alumna Melissa Broder’s
(LA ’01) first book of poetry, “When You
Say One Thing But Mean Your Mother,”
published in February 2010.
Broder’s poetry collection consists
of 54 flippant, skillful, dark wonders.
It is the kind of book that shows the
sheer entertainment value poetry can
still bring, as well as its overwhelming power to reveal the anxieties and
obsessions of a generation.
The collection is not just a set of
randomly thrown together poems that
were previously published in various
magazines; the poems fit together in a
way that creates a satisfying unity.
Read straight through, Broder’s work
is as gripping as a novel, with recurring
characters and ideas whose increasing
interactions culminate into some of the
most interesting of Broder’s poetry. The
poems become increasingly obscure,
but also more impressionable over
time, so that the best way to read the

ZACH DRUCKER AND CHRIS POLDOIAN |
BAD SAMARITANS

his coming Sunday is pretty important
to us. It will mark the first Sunday of
March. It will also be the 41st anniversary of Golda Meir’s election as the first
female prime minister of Israel and the 160th
birthday of Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk, the first
president of Czechoslovakia. Oh, yeah, and
the Academy Awards will be presented.
We love the awards season. People who
normally don’t care about movies suddenly
begin debating the artistic merits of films.
Nowadays, everyone has become a selfproclaimed “movie expert.” But let’s not kid
ourselves; you’re just a geek with a crippling
addiction to IMDb.com.
When you look at some of the films nominated for Best Picture of 2009, you’ll find a
commonality: tearful themes. So often we
equate sad movies with good movies, but are
these really synonymous? Does it take a skillful
director to elicit such emotion from viewers,
or can any hack churn out a sob story?
First up, we have “Up.” While Kevin the bird
and Dug the dog definitely were memorable,
the film’s opening sequence is the best part of
the movie. It also happens to be a huge tearjerker. Set to Michael Giacchino’s score, this
three-minute montage covers all the highs
and lows of married life without any dialogue.
Kids sat in the theater dumbfounded, picking
their noses and eating what they found, but
adults bawled unabashedly. This film was brilliantly done and, while it won’t win Best Pic, it’s
got Best Animated Feature in the bag.
Then there’s “Up in the Air,” which deals
with unemployment. Director Jason Reitman’s
other films — “Thank You for Smoking” (2005)
and “Juno” (2007) — balance humor with the
gravity of the subject matter. While “Juno”
trivialized teen pregnancy, it also showcased a
dissolving marriage and Michael Cera in short
shorts — now that’s serious. The same goes for
“Air.” The movie had its comical moments, but
the job terminations — particularly the ones
in Detroit — were particularly sobering. Given
the film’s timeliness, we wouldn’t be surprised
to see the Academy give Reitman the adapted
screenplay Oscar.
Between the two of us, we cried a total of
four times during “Precious” — final tally:
Chris, 4; Zach, 0. The film’s depiction of sexual
abuse and poverty is intense, but at times it
seemed exploitive to us. The title character
suffers an unrealistic amount of hardship: illiteracy, obesity, physical abuse, rape, HIV, teenage pregnancy and did we mention incest?
The film’s fictitious narrative undercuts its
impact. Overstuffing the movie with emotional upheaval undermined the brilliant acting by Gabourey Sidibe and Mo’Nique (the
presumptive supporting actress winner), who
helped ground the film in reality.
Then there are the two alien flicks, “Avatar”
and “District 9.” In both, the aliens are sympathetic creatures. James Cameron and Neill
Blomkamp, the respective directors, got us
emotionally invested in computer-generated characters, a pretty tough feat. Cameron’s
characters were basically 10-foot-tall blue
people with tails and a USB plug for a ponytail, but their physical similarity to humans
facilitated the emotional connection. On the
other hand, Blomkamp’s characters were disgusting insects with an insatiable appetite
for Meow Mix. Despite this, he made us truly
side against mankind and empathize with the
“prawns.” Booyah, Cameron.
So we’ve mentioned some of the nominees
for Best Pic. Are they worthy of the title? Or
have viewers simply been blinded by salty
tears? Manipulating emotions takes a modicum of skill; to do it subtly takes prodigious
skill. Sure, “My Sister’s Keeper” was sad, but it
was heavy-handed and sappy. She has cancer.
We get it. That’s still not reason enough for
Cameron Diaz to go about shaving her head
Britney-style.
Zach Drucker is a sophomore majoring in
International Relations, and Chris Poldoian is
a sophomore who has not yet declared a major.
They can be reached at Zachary.Drucker@tufts.
edu and Christopher.Poldoian@tufts.edu.
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Callahan, Dürer present surprising
aesthetic relationship in adjacent exhibitions

Willis and Morgan essentially
play themselves in ‘Cop Out’

CALLAHAN

COP OUT

continued from page 5

the print — aside from the
tiny figure of Callahan’s wife,
seemingly suspended near
the right corner of the image.
In “Eleanor, Lake Michigan”
(1949), Knapp becomes part
of an expansive shoreline,
her upright body just a small
object perpendicular to the
edge of the lake in the center
of the frame.
Callahan takes a slightly
different approach to the figures in his urban imagery. In
“Chicago” (1952), he captures
an unknown woman in green,
well-dressed and seemingly
consumed in her own thoughts
as she walks down the street.
Taken with a telephoto lens
from afar, the woman only
appears to be inches away —
a technique that suits what
the wall text in the gallery pins
as Callahan’s “emotional intimacy and cool detachment”
as a photographer. The photo
(along with others on the wall
of anonymous pedestrians)
possesses the same elegance
that characterizes Callahan’s
series of “Eleanor” prints.
Callahan’s more experimental works utilize darkroom
techniques rather than simply
his subjects in order to construct rational, but intriguing, compositions. A multiple exposure entitled “Girlie
Magazine Page and Wall,
Providence” (1965) layers a
woman’s breasts over a brick
wall with windows, juxtaposing pop culture with urban
life — and perhaps suggesting
some sort of Peeping Tom. In
the series “Camera Movement
on Flashlight” (1946-47),

Callahan does exactly what
the title describes, making
wild, bright patterns with the
beam of a flashlight.
Callahan’s shots of nature
also take on an abstract quality, especially when he focuses
closely on particular objects.
In “Aix-en-Provence, France”
(1957), the arcs of the reed
against a dark background
become a meticulous examination of tonalities and form.
“Weed Against Sky, Detroit”
(1948) positions the titular
plant against a white backdrop,
and the high contrast makes
it comparable to a black-andwhite version of Joan Miró’s
dreamlike paintings.
The labels next to the
works in the gallery are spare
and formal, but the exhibition — as well as Callahan’s
style and interests — doesn’t
call for much more anyway.
Callahan, after all, is about
simplicity and careful, constructed imagery, so any extra
explanation would simply
crowd the quiet beauty of the
photographs. Visitors should,
however, remember to look
up to read the photographer’s
quotes high up on the walls.
There are a few scattered
throughout the room, and
they’re easy to miss, but they,
like Callahan’s images, hold
an austere resonance.
“Harry Callahan: American
Photographer,”
interestingly enough, is paired with
“Albrecht Dürer: Virtuoso
Printmaker” in the adjacent
room. At first, the two galleries seem discordant. While
Callahan was hardly wellknown while he was working, Dürer was immense-

ly famous even in his own
time. Wandering around the
Callahan exhibition is a discovery of completely novel
images for many visitors,
but circling through Dürer is
an exercise in reexamining
images that are now almost
so iconic that they are taken
for granted (“Melencolia I,”
1514, comes to mind first).
While Callahan offers anonymity and mystery in his
photographs, Dürer depicts
legends and biblical stories.
A closer look at the two
exhibitions reveals the complex ways in which they
inform and complement each
other. Both are masters of
black-and-white and acutely
aware of how each line and
minute detail contributes to
their images. In a way, both
artists seem to surpass their
medium of choice to reach
another altogether. Callahan’s
prints are almost drawing-like
in their attention to form and
contrast, while Dürer recreates reality so meticulously
through drawing that it seems
photographic.
In Dürer’s “Saint Jerome
in his Study” (1514), visitors might find themselves
mesmerized by the way in
which the fine shadows on
the tabletop and windowsills
capture the light thrown into
the room by individual panes
of glass. These intricately
drawn nuances of light echo
the delicate tonalities of the
reed in Callahan’s “Aix-enProvence, France.”
As Callahan himself said,
“If you choose your subject
selectively — intuitively — the
camera can write poetry.”

continued from page 5

Department cop Jimmy Monroe
(Willis) is barely getting by on
his salary, and to make matters
worse, he can’t afford to pay
for his daughter Ava’s (Michelle
Trachtenberg) upcoming wedding. Rather than let her smarmy
stepfather Roy (Jason Lee) pay
for it, Jimmy decides to sell a
valuable baseball card.
Meanwhile, his goofy-yetendearing partner of nine years,
Paul Hodges (Tracy Morgan), suspects his wife Debbie (Rashida
Jones) of infidelity. When Jimmy
gets robbed while attempting
to sell the card, the partners
stumble on a drug lord’s plot to
expand his business. But before
they take down the bad guys,
they first have to deal with their
own problems as partners.
Writers Robb and Mark Cullen
draft their first feature film script
with all the grace of bad fan fiction, checking items off a list of
cop-movie clichés without a hint
of irony. They are even unable
to resist such archetypes as the
disgruntled police chief who
suspends the gung-ho pair for
taking too many risks. Awkward
references to Wikipedia.org and
Internet memes come off as desperate attempts to appear relevant and cool, and the dialogue
is often painfully predictable:
Before the villain kills one of his
gang members in a church, he
prays: “Bless me, Father, for I am
about to sin.”
It’s also clear that the Cullen
duo wrote “Cop Out” with Willis
and Morgan in mind — their
characters are nothing more
than their popular personas.
To no one’s surprise, Jimmy is a
sarcastic tough guy with a soft

spot for his estranged family, and
Paul yells frequently and says
bizarre and inappropriate things.
But at least it looks like the lead
actors are having fun, which is a
small but appreciated step above
phoning in their performances.
The pair’s relationship, however, has zero depth. It’s nearly
impossible to believe that Jimmy
and Paul have been partners for
nine years, and the same carelessness of characterization applies
to everyone else in the movie. The
villain, Poh Boy (Guillermo Díaz),
is given no motivation other than
greed, so Díaz has no choice but
to play him as a silly, overblown
Hispanic gangster caricature.
These character deficiencies
would not be a problem if the
film remained a lighthearted,
goofy comedy, but it occasionally
turns to the troubled relationships Jimmy and Paul have with
their significant others. These
plots have the potential to be
compelling, but so little screen
time is devoted to them that the
wasted talents of supporting cast
members Trachtenberg, Jones,
Lee and Adam Brody remind the
audience of the kind of movie
this could have been with a better script.
Lee, a regular in Smith’s films,
also reminds the audience that
the director of “Clerks.” (1994)
and “Zack And Miri Make A
Porno” (2008) is behind “Cop
Out,” raising one simple question: Why? Smith’s presence is
barely felt at all. This is his first
time directing a script he didn’t
also write, and his shortcomings
prove that he still has a lot to
learn about filmmaking. Instead
of bringing irreverence to these
standard buddy cops, “Cop Out”
is a failed homage to the genre.

Poetry collection a vibrant portrayal
of a variant America
Division of Student Affairs
Social Justice Leadership Initiative

MOTHER
continued from page 5

as “ovum mezuzah,” reflect the melding of Jewish traditions and culture
in Great Neck, N.Y. With the budding
fertility of a young woman’s dark wit,
Broder’s poetry can bring laughter as
easily as chills.
Mothers are among the central figures of this dazzling work. Their presence drives poems such as “Your Mother
is Dying and I Want Details” and, of
course, the titular poem. As one reads
poem after poem in which Mother in
one guise or another appears, a complicated love-hate relationship between
the narrator and her mother begins to
emerge, adding layers of nuance to the
joke from which the title gets its name
(the title is the answer to the question,
“What is a Freudian slip?”).
The jokes and laughter within the collection do not disguise the fundamental pain and difficulties that coincide
with complicated relationships. Two
of the best poems in this book, “The
Wait for Cake” and “Tradition,” join
together laughter and agony to form
two exuberantly honest love poems.
“The Wait for Cake” manages to begin
with the topic of suicide prevention
and end with a marvelous celebration
of the joys in life. Its twin, “Tradition,”
is a love poem about divorce, and in its
bittersweet honesty, it truly captures a
kind of love not often discussed, and it
does so brilliantly.
One of the reasons this book feels
complete as a work of art is that the
poems work together to create a sense
of place so vibrant one can taste it. Fast
food chains have characters as unique
and personal as Big Ro, who has the
poet’s initials burnt into his arm.
The poet’s obsession with junkies drives more than one poem. Also
in the poems are characterizations of
aging hippies and a dying man living on

Let’s Talk About

Race

Social Justice 201 Workshop

Friday, March 5
3:00 - 6:00pm
Metcalf Hall Lounge
Optional dinner after workshop, 6 - 7pm

Interested in increasing the level and quality
of communication about race and ethnicity
among students, student leaders,
as well as with the administration?
Then plan on attending this workshop!
MELISSABRODER.COM

Tufts alumna Melissa Broder writes introspective poetry and has two pet guinea pigs.
“Jewish penicillin” (soup). Vibrant and
almost hallucinogenic images and portrayals bleed together, exploring more
facets of Broder’s America than can be
contained in a review.
The worst way to read this book is to
read it alone. This is the kind of work to
share with a group of friends and avoid
midterms for a couple hours in order
to talk about it. The humor and the
language will keep eyes pinned to the
pages, but it is the richness of the poet’s
voice and energy behind the words that
will make this collection something to
remember for a long time to come.

Facilitator: Amy Albert
Amy Albert is a Conciliation Specialist at the U.S. Department of
-Xstice CommXnity 5elations SerYice Zhere she meGiates conÀicts
between local governments, schools, police departments, and
communities regarding issues of race and ethnicity.
Social Justice t-shirts will be given to all
who attend the entire 3-hour workshop.
6R5693QRZ5693WR-RH*ROLD2I¿FHRI&DPSXV/LIHMRVHSKJROLD#WXIWVHGX
E\:HGQHVGD\0DUFK

THE TUFTS DAILY

Wednesday, March 3, 2010

DOONESBURY

BY

NON SEQUITUR

GARRY TRUDEAU

BY

7

COMICS
CROSSWORD

WILEY

TUESDAY’S SOLUTION

MARRIED TO THE SEA

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Meryl Streep not getting nominated for an Oscar

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Tuesday’s Solution

Robyn: “It’s funny that it’s called the Daily
because it happens at night.”

Please recycle this Daily
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EDITORIAL

U.S. Senate not a forum to push personal gripes
The U.S. Senate has been criticized
heavily of late for allowing partisanship
and bitterness between factions to prevent important decisions from being
made. Many in the country argue that
while senators are busy bantering about
personal opinions and there is increasing animosity between parties, important issues are not being resolved. Most
Republicans and Democrats, however,
were finally able to see eye-to-eye on
one recent controversy that has been
causing contention within the body.
Following the proposal last week of
a bill that would provide a monthlong extension of expired institutions
— most notably unemployment benefits — while the Senate sought future
legislation, Sen. Jim Bunning (R-Ky.)
single-handedly blocked the spending bill for several days before finally
acquiescing last night under heavy
pressure from both parties that convinced him to comply. The bill will allot
$10 billion toward measures such as
unemployment relief and health insurance subsidies, as well as allow construction workers to resume work on
federal highway construction projects.
Bunning’s unwillingness to vote for
the bill caused a slew of problems for
unemployed people dependent upon
federal aid.

As a result of Bunning’s actions, some
2,000 Department of Transportation
employees were forced into unpaid
furloughs and jobless Americans saw
their unemployment checks and health
insurance come to a halt on Monday.
Although the bill has now been passed,
senators worry that the delay may
still cause holdups for people seeking
unemployment checks.
Bunning argued that he was holding up the bill because the $10 billion allotted to unemployment relief
will only add to the country’s current
deficit. He demanded that the money
be displaced from somewhere else if
it was going to be allocated toward
unemployment relief, and he finally
complied only after a new payment
method was agreed upon. While he
may be correct in saying that the government cannot afford to spend extra
money or add to the deficit, at this
point, no other option was feasible,
as abruptly discontinuing federal aid
for unemployed Americans would be
extremely detrimental and unreasonable. Bunning’s decision was also questionable because the senator has a
history of blocking bills to protest the
federal deficit; he recently held up a
different bill that would have provided
an extension for some federal funding

programs, such as flood insurance, for
the same reason.
Disagreement over diverging principles is an inevitable and necessary
function of the way that the Senate is
structured. However, a position in a
government office should not be used
as a forum for protest against issues
that an individual senator finds to be
problematic. Bunning’s protest was a
misuse of his power. Senators — whose
job it is to look out for the best interest
of the country — should put personal
grievances aside and work together to
amend the situation that is the faltering economy. While vast numbers of
jobless Americans’ needs were put on
hold on Monday and most of Tuesday,
Bunning continued to fight a battle
that he knew he would eventually lose.
The fact that Bunning was chastised
not only by Democrats but also members of his own party is indicative of
how senseless his actions were.
It is the responsibility of anyone
elected to a government position to
put his or her own bias aside and make
decisions that will help the greater
good. Jim Bunning wrongly tried to
make a point based on his own opinions about the deficit instead of trying
to help those who are unemployed and
rely on the government for help.
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Google’s ‘Buzz’ proves too little, too late
BY

CHRIS TUREK
The Circle

In recent weeks, Google announced
a new web application called Google
Buzz. Buzz will allow people with Google
accounts to have access to a social network run by Google. Some people are a
bit surprised at this announcement, given
the vast amount of social networking sites
already available on the Internet. However,
I can’t say that I am completely surprised
with this statement from Google.
Google already has one of the most
popular search engines on the Internet,
a document sharing and collaboration
application and a Web 2.0 application
that allows its users to create their own
Web sites. So why, given everything else
it offers, wouldn’t it try to introduce its
own social networking application? It
makes sense to me that Google would
try to do this; I just don’t think it’s going
to catch on.

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the editorialists, and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and editorials
of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

There are a large amount of social networking sites out there, such as Facebook
and Twitter, that people already use on
a daily basis. I don’t think that there is
a need, or even a desire, for yet another
social networking site that will allow you
to do the same stuff that the already wellestablished sites allow you to do.
Google Buzz still allows you to share
links with your friends, chat with them
through the site and share videos, photos,
etc., with whomever you like. You can let
everyone you communicate with already
through Google’s other applications know
what you are up to every second of the day
— even from your phone — which you can
already do via Facebook and Twitter.
You don’t need to set up a profile or add
friends with Buzz, because it automatically
pulls the names of the people you contact
the most via Google’s other applications,
and makes you automatically friends with
them, which is sort of an invasion of personal privacy. I’m sure the other Web sites

keep tabs on people’s interactions on their
sites, but this is just blatant.
Some people may argue that the application will allow Google account users to
interact with each other, but let’s face it:
most of those users are on Facebook or
Twitter already. And if they’re not, then
they probably don’t have any need or
desire to be on an Internet social networking site, let alone this new one that probably won’t catch on.
It seems to me that Buzz is just another
way for Google to try and make more
money, which I’m not against, as they are
a business. If this were released several
years ago, I would probably say that Buzz
was a good business move by Google, and
it could have been profitable then, but
with the majority of people who are interested in social networks on the Internet
already being on at least one social network site, I can’t see Buzz becoming popular. It’s just a classic case of too little effort
too late in the game.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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What’s happening to our constitutional rights?
BY

PHOEBE PICKERING

One of our most basic rights as
Americans, and something we all
learn in grade school, is that people
accused of a crime are innocent until
proven guilty. Would it surprise you to
learn, therefore, that our president is
currently endowed with the authority
to order assassinations of Americans
abroad for simply being suspected
terrorists? At this moment, American
citizens abroad who have ties to terrorists may have to fear for their lives
— and cannot expect a right to trial or
an opportunity to clear their names.
This policy began after Sept. 11 —
former President George W. Bush gave
the CIA (and later the military) the
authority to kill any American citizen
abroad if they were suspected of being
a terrorist, or in any way working
to endanger the lives of Americans.
President Barack Obama has since
maintained that policy, and what surprises me is that most people don’t
really seem to mind.
Perhaps it’s because they don’t
clearly understand what this means.
It means that President Obama has
the authority to order the assassination of American citizens without
any checks or balances whatsoever
on his decision. In an article in The
Washington Post from Jan. 27, investigative reporter Dana Priest expanded on the evidence needed to warrant an assassination. Priest wrote,
“The evidence has to meet a certain,
defined threshold. The person, for
instance, has to pose ‘a continuing
and imminent threat to U.S. persons
and interests,’ said one former intelligence official.” But assassinations
can take place without any trial, without giving the accused any opportunity to defend themselves in a court of
law. And people aren’t outraged about
this? With the exception of the odd
political blogger, I haven’t seen this
story getting tremendous press in the
mainstream media.
One of the many ironies in this situation is that President Obama, who
so violently raged against the horrors
of Guantanamo Bay, has maintained

a policy that goes much farther than
simply imprisoning suspected terrorists without a trial — he is now in fact
authorized to murder them. Think
of all the suspected terrorists from
Guantanamo who have been found
innocent since Obama took office —
and now imagine that those men and
women had been murdered instead of
jailed. Remember the uproar that was
caused when we learned that the Bush
administration had been wiretapping
our phones without any checks or
balances from the judiciary? Seems to
pale in comparison now, doesn’t it?
The Sixth Amendment in the U.S.
Constitution lays out a few important rights — namely, the rights to a
speedy and public trial, an impartial
jury, a notice of accusation and the
right to counsel. Is it fair, or right, that
simply because an American is abroad
and suspected of being a terrorist, he
is entitled to something less than the
full protection of the law that is his
birthright?
These constitutional rights should
be, and have historically been, true
all of the time, not only when we
are in times of peace. Many people
have defended Obama’s stand on this
issue by believing that during wartime, certain extreme measures must
be taken to provide for the security of
Americans.
Glenn Greenwald, a political commentator for Salon.com and a former
constitutional lawyer, disputes these
beliefs skillfully: “First, there’s no ‘war
exception’ in the Constitution. Even
with real wars — [for example], those
involving combat between opposing
armies — the Constitution actually
continues to constrain what government officials can do, most stringently as it concerns U.S. citizens. Second,
strictly speaking, we’re not really ‘at
war,’ as Congress has merely authorized the use of military force but
has not formally or constitutionally
declared war.”
The real question is to what extent
do we let our fear of terrorism negate
all of our basic and democratic beliefs
about human rights? If all it takes
to nullify the Constitution is to call

someone a terrorist, then we are on
a very slippery slope here. How long
before this authority concerns not
just Americans abroad, but here at
home? We have seen many acts of terrorism perpetrated by Americans on
American soil — on Feb. 18, really just
the other day, Joe Stack flew a plane
into a building in Texas. Should he
be assassinated in his sleep, without
any right to defend himself in a court
of law? We could very easily get to a
point where our constitutional right
to free speech is essentially stripped
away for fear of being seen as a terrorist, and therefore running the risk
of assassination by the government.
In 2006, former U.S. Vice President
Al Gore made a speech about the
“constitutional crisis” during the Bush
administration: “If the president has
the inherent authority to eavesdrop
on American citizens without a warrant, imprison American citizens on
his own declaration, kidnap and torture, then what can’t he do?” Add
assassination of American citizens to
this list, and you really have a horror
story on your hands. Based on the
overblown and ultimately unproductive reaction to the botched Christmas
Day Bombing, it doesn’t look like the
national hysterical reaction to the
word terrorist is going to die down
any time soon.
We must understand, however, as
American citizens, that our executive
is wielding power that is unconstitutional and dangerous. This act has the
potential to strip all of us of some of
our basic human rights. And although
right now that power is yielded by our
seemingly rational and sane President
Obama, there may very soon come
a day where you will see your life in
the hands of some other, much scarier commander in chief. Democrats
and liberals must realize that becoming too complacent about executive
power while there is a Democrat in the
Oval Office could lead to disastrous
consequences in the years to come.
Phoebe Pickering is a senior majoring in
English.

Show some respect
BY

KEVIN A. DILLON

Every morning, they come to each
dorm, meticulously cleaning the halls,
bathrooms and common rooms. Every
day and every night they come to our
classrooms, offices, labs, dining halls
and libraries to clean up any mess we
have left behind. We depend on them to
take out our trash and keep Tufts buildings in good condition. Every hour of the
day and night, they can be found working somewhere on campus, committed
to keeping Tufts clean for the rest of us.
These are our janitors, and their hard
work deserves our respect.
Yet, all too often, their dedication goes
unnoticed and unappreciated. The incident in Carmichael Hall this past Thursday
is a gross example of this neglect. It shows
the extreme lack of maturity and poor taste
of some members of the Tufts community.
To smear human waste on the walls of a
space you share with others is disgusting
and revolting. To do this and know someone will have to come and clean it up after
you is plain wicked. It shows utter disrespect for another person, causing shame

and humiliation. According to the article
in this past Monday’s issue of the Tufts
Daily, this disgraceful act even moved the
janitor in charge of cleaning the mess to
tears. I don’t blame her; if I worked hard
every day to keep someone’s living space
clean and I was thanked with someone’s
crap painted all over the bathroom, I’d be
overwhelmed too.
Wiping excrement on walls is behavior one may expect of a two- or threeyear-old, yet even then, that child
would get punished. When a college
student, a person old enough to cast
his or her vote in public elections and
serve in our military, does this, it is a
sign of a mental problem. We are adults
now, and we need to act accordingly.
We don’t have Mommy and Daddy
anymore to make our meals (though
they may still pay for them), to do our
laundry or to tidy our rooms. Within
four years, most of us will be required
to get a job, find some place to stay
and really support ourselves. I highly
doubt someone’s ability to do this if
they find it entertaining to vandalize
public bathrooms with their feces. To
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whoever is responsible for this mess,
grow up. You’re legally an adult now;
start acting like one.
I also have a message for the rest of
Tufts students, especially those living in
the dorms. Our janitors dedicate themselves to keeping our living and learning spaces in immaculate condition. No
matter the mess, they are always there to
clean up after us. Let’s show them some
respect for all that they do. If you see
a worker in your dorm, don’t just pass
them by and pretend they’re just some
machine that comes standard with the
dorm. Tell them hello and thank them
for all of their hard work. And if any
of your friends act as irresponsibly as
Thursday’s perpetrator, call them out
on it. Report them to the RA if need be.
Without our janitors, Tufts would cease
to function. They deserve some respect
and appreciation for all that they do.
Let’s give it to them.
Kevin Dillon is a senior majoring in
sociology and economics. He is the
founder of Jumbo Janitor Alliance.

LET THE CAMPUS KNOW WHAT MATTERS TO YOU.
The Op-Ed section of the Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday
through Thursday. Submissions are welcome from all members of the Tufts community. We accept
opinion articles on any aspect of campus life, as well as articles on national or international news.
Opinion pieces should be between 600 and 1,200 words. Please send submissions, with a contact
number, to oped@tuftsdaily.com. Feel free to e-mail us with any questions.

TEDDY MINCH | OFF MIC

Political
puppetry

L

ast Thursday, a select group of
Congressmen met with President
Barack Obama at Blair House in
Washington, D.C. for a meeting that
no one was looking forward to. The topic was
U.S. health care reform and the summit was
set to be an all-day affair, one in which health
care policy would be debated by key Senators
and Representatives from both parties on live
national television. That’s what it was billed as,
but that’s not what happened.
What occurred was one of the most masterful strokes of political theater and public
relations by Barack Obama since he chose
his campaign themes of “hope” and “change”
three years ago. Obama first conceived of the
health care summit in hopes of opening up
the political process to the American people,
who were vexed not only that Washington
seemed bogged down with health care, but
also that so much of the bill had materialized through backroom wheeling and dealing. From U.S. Senator Ben Nelson’s (D-Neb.)
unconstitutional buyout from the plan to
other pork-for-votes transactions brokered by
the Democrats, the Senatorial war over health
care impressed even the most ardent of cynics. Obama wanted to take the discussion
from the backrooms to the main stage, and
to show the American people how business is
really conducted on Capitol Hill.
And that is exactly what they saw — an
obstinate Republican Party not only refusing to compromise but also incapable of
proposing a new idea beyond stale talking
points. The public saw Senator John McCain
(R-Ariz.) rambling about intricacies of the
bill that neither he nor anyone else understood, while Virginia Representative Eric
Cantor brought the full text of the 2,800-page
bill to the meeting expecting a mountain of
paper to somehow make a point by itself.
Ultimately, the public saw a Republican Party
lacking energy, lacking ideas and above all
else, lacking any semblance of true commitment to discussing the issue of health care
reform in the United States. Americans saw a
hapless minority party merely towing the line
until midterm elections.
What they also saw was a dominating moderator in Barack Obama, who left no opportunity un-pursued to call the Republicans’
bluff. He dismissed Cantor’s actions as “the
kinds of political things we do that actually
prevent us from having a conversation.” Still
further, he answered McCain’s moralizing criticism of obscure parts of the bill by reminding
him that “John, the election’s over.” Obama
appeared frustrated at times during the summit, demanding that Republicans put aside
the frivolous partisan jabs and actually discuss
policy issues.
Obama, in fact, spoke more than all the
Republicans at the summit combined. He
spoke 119 minutes, while the Republicans
spoke 110 minutes. Positioned among his
peers in a squarely-arranged set of tables,
Obama appeared to be working in the trenches, rather than speaking to Congressmen from
a stage — his usual preference. In short, he
seemed like a president in control of the situation — which is exactly why the health care
summit happened in the first place.
The Democrats knew entering Thursday’s
powwow at Blair House that Republicans were
not going to suddenly want to compromise, as
evidenced by rumblings from the Democrats
of potentially using reconciliation for the bill.
Furthermore, Obama was keenly aware of the
growing discontent among Americans about
Washington’s inability to act and its propensity
to conduct its business in private.
Make no mistake — the health care summit had little to do with health care, and
everything to do with portraying Senate
Republicans as the unapologetic obstructers
that they are. Barack Obama needed desperately to convince the American people that he
is in control of Washington politics, and that
both he and the Democrats can be trusted
with running the country. Thanks to brilliantly-orchestrated political theater, he is an awful
lot closer to painting that picture. Whether or
not it’s an accurate picture, however, remains
much less clear.

Teddy Minch is a senior majoring in political
science. He hosts “The Rundown,” a talk show
from 3 to 5 p.m. every Friday on WMFO. He
can be reached at Theodore.Minch@tufts.edu.

OP-ED POLICY The Op-Ed
Op-ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed
Op-ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later
than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed
Op-ed editors. The
opinions expressed in the Op-ed
Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Housing
3 and 4 BR apts
(781) 863-0440 Rents starting at
$550/BR.
Clean modern Apartment next to
Tufts on quiet street.
New On-Site Laundry Facility with
New Washer & Dryer. Large modern kitchen with new refrigerator,
dishwashers, and 20 feet of oak
cabinets. Plenty of kitchen storage
space

Housing
(cont’d) Bathroom newly remodeled. Hardwood floors resurfaced,
New Energy Efficient Windows,
New Heating System Front and
Back Porches, Garage Parking.
No Fees. Multiple units available
to accommodate larger groups
Call John (781) 863-0440 NCA.
Associates@gmail.com
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Housing

Services

Wanted

6 Bedroom Apt
Large 6 bdrm/2 bath on Walker
St., across from Tufts football
field, newly updated, washer/
dryer, lots of off-street parking,
storage, porches, yard, subletting
O.K., $600/bdrm/month, available
June 1. Call Tom 617-413-5716 or
TomCDriscoll@comcast.net

McCarthy Self Storage
22 Harvard Street Medford, MA
02155.781-396-7724 Business
Hours Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm Sat
9am to 2:45pm Sun 10am to
2:45pm Space available to students
close to Tufts Univ. 5x5x3 $30.00,
5x5x8 $48.00, 5x8x8 $66.00,
5x10x8 $71.00, 5x12x8 $81.00
Please call for more information

-

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank`s donor program.
Branch offices in Cambridge.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Twenty-year-old German Rebensburg stuns slalom field
SURPRISES
continued from page 12

horse in the ladies’ competition.
Yet, at the conclusion of
the women’s free skate on
Thursday, Russia had just one
medal (Plushenko’s silver) to
show for its efforts. The top
pair of Yuko Kavaguti and
Aleksandr Smirnov finished
fourth, overshadowed by
Shen Xue and Zhao Hongbo
of China. Then Plushenko was
upset by Evan Lysacek, despite
objections that the American
did not attempt a quadruple
jump. And the ladies’ spotlight belonged solely to South
Korea’s Kim Yu-Na, as Leonova
finished
a
disappointing
ninth.
4. Rebensburg upstages
giant slalom field: If you hadn’t
heard of Germany’s Viktoria
Rebensburg before Thursday’s
women’s giant slalom event,
you weren’t alone, because
the 20-year-old had never
won a major race. But thanks
to increasingly dense fog at
Whistler, Rebensburg — sixth
after the first run — was able
to shoot up the leaderboard,

leaving a pack of Austrians in
the wake of her first victory in
international competition.
5. Americans enjoy breakthrough in Nordic combined:
After a decade of hard work
and a fourth-place finish in
Salt Lake City in 2002, the
U.S.’s Nordic combined squad
finally has some medals to
show for its mettle. In the normal hill event, Johnny Spillane
was outpaced by France’s Jason
Lamy-Chappuis by just fourtenths of a second, finishing
second to win his first-ever
Olympic medal.
The Americans — led by
Spillane, Brett Camerota and
veteran world champs Billy
Demong and Todd Lodwick
— earned silver in the relay
event, using excellent jumps
to set themselves up for the
cross country segment. Finally,
by taking advantage of a fierce
tailwind that impeded many
of their rivals in the large hill
event, Demong and Spillane
took gold and silver, respectively. Demong was also rewarded
with the honor of carrying the
American flag in the Closing
Ceremony on Sunday night.

MCT

Capturing four of nine possible medals in Vancouver, the American Nordic combined competitors erased 86
years of futility in the sport.

At age 32, Swiss skier Defago becomes oldest downhill gold medalist
WORLD
continued from page 12

3,000-meter relay. Wang has
now won six medals in the
two winter games that she has
participated in, including four
golds (her other gold came
in 2006 in Torino in the 500meter sprint), making her the
most decorated Chinese Winter
Olympian of all time. The China
Daily reported on Monday that
Wang was considering retiring,
something that her competition surely looks forward to,
as her abilities on the track
are unparalleled by any other

female skater in the world.
3. Marit Bjoergen: Wang’s
three gold medals in Vancouver
were matched by only one
other athlete — Norway’s Marit
Bjoergen, a cross-country skier
who took gold in the woman’s
individual sprint, 15-kilometer
pursuit and a relay event, as
well as a silver in the 30-kilometer event and a bronze in the
10-kilometer freestyle event.
The 29-year old Bjoergen’s
five medals in five events in
Vancouver were redeeming
for an athlete who was able to
only earn one medal in both

Torino four years ago and Salt
Lake City in 2002. Now with
seven total medals to her credit,
Bjoergen will return to Norway
a superstar.
4. Didier Defago: For most
Americans, the name Didier
Defago does not exactly ring a
bell, but when this Swiss skier
blazed down the men’s downhill
track in a time of 1:54:31 — good
enough for the gold medal —
he became the first Swiss skier
since 1988 to bring an Olympic
Alpine gold back to the skiingcrazed country. Defago also in
Vancouver became the oldest

skier in Olympic history to take
home downhill gold, at the ripe
age of 32 — proving that unlike
Swiss cheese, his skiing game
has few holes.
5. Canadian men’s hockey:
The crowd at Canada Hockey
Place was on its feet. There
was less than a minute left in
regulation, and the Canadian
men’s hockey team was about to
win its first gold medal in eight
years and redeem itself for an
embarrassing finish out of the
medals in 2006.
But then, in a shocking turn
of events, American Zach Parise

tied the game 2-2, sending it
into overtime and the Canadian
fans into disbelief. The talented Canadian side was able to
endure, however, and 7:40 into
overtime, Crosby took a giveand-go from Jarome Iginla to
score on U.S. netminder Ryan
Miller for the gold, turning
Canada Hockey Place, with its
thousands of Canadian hockey
fans, into a frenzied celebration.
The fans could breathe a sigh
of relief. They may not have
topped the Americans in the
medal count, but at least the
national pastime was secure.

Landy cautions against overrated players
LANDY
continued from page 11

and Scott Pioli once got fooled, too,
when they traded up for the 36th pick
to take Florida Gators receiver Chad
Jackson. Despite his 4.32 speed, he
was cut by the Pats after two years and
totaled only 14 career catches in three
NFL seasons.
So that is why I am taking everything I hear about the Combine this
year with a grain of salt. Is it impressive
that Clemson receiver Jacoby Ford ran
the second-fastest 40 in the combine
since 2000? Sure, but then again, he is
an All-American for the Tigers’ track
team, too. He can join Troy Williamson
if I want to build the NFL’s best 4x100
relay team.
Similarly, am I at all awed by the fact
that Maryland’s Bruce Campbell, the
apparent winner of this year’s Mamula
award as deemed by Sport Illustrated’s
Don Banks, ran one of the fastest-ever
times for an offensive lineman? Well,
I would be if that was actually a facet
of his game that mattered. That could
account for his poor showing on game
tape if his new team inserts the draw
into its playbook for a 314-pound back.
Same thing goes for Tim Tebow’s 4.7 40

and record-tying vertical for a quarterback. If he wants to play that position,
maybe he should work on important
things like, say, throwing the ball.
It really doesn’t matter how a guy
measures in his shorts and spandex
shirt (or shirtless, if, like me, you can
unfortunately never un-see the image
of 2009 top-10 pick Andre Smith running the 40 and flaunting his manboobs in all their glory). What matters
is whether the person in question can,
and more importantly wants to, play
football when he has the pads on.
Now if you want to put more stock
in how well a guy catches the ball or
whether he can throw with any accuracy, that is OK with me. Or if you want
to do tackling drills or blocking drills,
that works too.
And if someone comes up with a
combine drill that measures a player’s
heart, I’m on board for that.
Aw, who the hell am I kidding? No
one wants to see Tebow be the No. 1
pick.
Ethan Landy is a senior majoring in
English. He can be reached at ethan.landy@
tufts.edu.

2010 Winter
Olympics
Medal Count
Tallies final as of Feb. 28
Closing Ceremony

Country

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Total

1) United States

9

15

13

37

2) Germany

10

13

7

30

3) Canada

14

7

5

26
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LOOKING AHEAD

ETHAN LANDY | CALL ME JUNIOR

Showcase?
Slow down.

O

MCT

Nineteen-year-old J.R. Celski looks poised to continue the legacy that Apolo Anton Ohno has left for American short-track speedskaters.

Intriguing storylines already emerge for 2014
After success of Vancouver, fans gear up for Sochi Games
BY

ALEX PREWITT

Daily Editorial Board

The 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics
contained all the excitement, heartbreak and pride necessary to make it
an instant classic. Now that one of the
most successful and ground-breaking
Winter Olympics of all-time has drawn
to a close on Sunday, the Daily takes a
look ahead at the 2014 Olympics, to be
held in Sochi, Russia.
The Russians were one of the biggest
disappointments of Vancouver, finishing with an abysmal three gold medals — only one more than Australia
— and 15 total medals, one behind
Austria. What’s more, Russia failed to
win a gold medal in men’s figure skating or in the pairs skating, for the first
time since 1988 and 1960, respectively.
That, coupled with the disappointing
egg laid by the Alexander Ovechkin-led
men’s hockey team in the quarterfinals,
prompted Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev to call for the resignation
of all trainers and coaches associated
with the country’s Olympic team.
Simply put, one of the most dominant
Winter Olympics countries — Russia,
the Soviet Union at the time, finished
with the most medals seven times and
came in second twice between 1956
and 1988 — was in shambles at the
end of Vancouver, and the pressure will
be on the home country to succeed in
2014. And it all starts with hockey and
figure skating.
The spotlight will certainly be on
Ovechkin, who scored two goals in
an early win over Latvia but disappeared for the rest of the tournament,
in addition to figure skater Evgeni
Plushenko, who was dramatically upset
by American Evan Lysacek. For a country looking to vault onto the global
social and cultural scale, returning to
Olympic glory will be a start in Sochi.

While Russia was arguably the most
surprising letdown in Vancouver,
host Canada’s sweeping success, the
best ever for a host country, gives it
momentum heading into the future.
And it all began with Sunday’s gold
medal hockey game.
Against the United States, Canada
avenged its earlier loss when Sidney
Crosby struck the game-winning goal
in overtime past U.S. goalie Ryan
Miller, giving the Canadians a 3-2 win
and setting off a raucous celebration
in Vancouver. But Canada’s 14 overall gold medals stole the show at the
Olympics as a whole.
The Canadians won gold in events
ranging from bobsled to curling, from
freestyle skiing to ice dancing. They
took first in short-track speedskating,
skeleton and snowboarding. And of
course, there was the hockey gold in
both women’s and men’s.
Even though Canada boisterously
kicked off the Olympics on a rocky
note amid controversy surrounding
the nation’s practice of barring foreign
athletes from practicing on Olympic
facilities and its plan to “own the podium,” the winter games ended on a
perfect note for the host country.
While Canada owned the gold medal
standings, the United States took first
in the overall count by a sweeping
margin, out-distancing second-place
Germany by seven overall medals.
Apolo Anton Ohno became the most
decorated American Winter Olympian
ever. Shaun White continued to dominate the halfpipe in snowboarding,
and Lindsey Vonn tore up the slopes
despite a bevy of injuries.
But there are two specific athletes
to watch who could be the future of
American Olympics in Sochi. Aside
from the surprising men’s hockey team,
which has nine players born in 1985 or
later, the United States could see up-

and-coming stars J.R. Celski and Mirai
Nagasu emerge on the national stage
in Russia in four years.
Celski, who finished with a bronze
medal in the men’s 1,500-meter short
track final and also took home third in
the 5,000-meter relay, is a 19-year-old
future star touted as being the next
Ohno. And why not? Celski finished
less than a second behind Ohno in the
1,500 and was instrumental in giving
Ohno the bronze in the relay.
Nagasu, born in 1993, burst onto
the figure-skating scene with a fourthplace finish in the women’s singles,
racking up 190.15 total points to finish
fewer than 12 points out of the medal,
a strong position considering she was
up against perennial powerhouses Kim
Yu-Na of South Korea and Japan’s Mao
Asada. What’s more, her consistent
performance — Nagasu finished fifth
in the free skate and sixth in the short
program — makes her the female athlete to watch for the United States in
2014.
Possibly the most intriguing story
line in Sochi will not occur in the
mountains or on the ice. The Georgian
Olympic team will use the Russian
games to make a political point, as
Sochi is just 20 miles from the border
of a Georgian region that was occupied
by Russian troops after Moscow invaded in 2008. According to a statement
the Georgian team released, approximately 5,000 Russian soldiers currently
remain in the region of Abkhazia, in
a “violation of a ceasefire agreement
signed by Russia and Georgia … More
than 350,000 Georgian citizens have
been forced to flee their homes.”
These pertinent issues, coupled with
the rising American and Canadian stars
and the inevitable determination of
Russia to become athletically relevant
again, could make Sochi even more
riveting than Vancouver.

Ohno sets new American mark with eighth career medal
AMERICAN ATHLETES
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against the Canadians. Miller stood
on his head, making 42 saves, including some truly incredible efforts.
The Canadians never led, and the
Americans took the game 5-3.
Miller continued his run in the single-elimination rounds and did not give
up a single goal in the quarterfinals or
semifinals. Though the Americans fell
3-2 in the finals to Canada, Miller still
gave it all he could, adding 36 more

saves to his total. Even the Canadian
fans appreciated his effort, and as he
was handed his silver, he was given a
standing ovation from the crowd.
5. Apolo Anton Ohno: The only
thing predictable about the sport of
short track speedskating is that when
it comes to the end of the race, Ohno
will surely be in the mix for a medal.
Ohno began the Olympics in the 1,500meter race, where he benefitted from
the fall of two of the Korean skaters on
the final turn and took silver. He then

earned bronze in the 1,000-meter after
jumping over two fallen skaters in the
semifinals. This was his seventh career
medal, making him most decorated
American winter athlete ever.
But he was not quite finished. In
the team relay, he was the final one
to race and started with his team in
last place. Once again, he showed his
resolve, passing the Chinese team and
losing by a fraction of a second to the
Koreans. It was still good enough for a
bronze, Ohno’s eighth medal.

utside of the awesome
Phoenix Suns hat I lost when
I was five, the first memories
I have relating to sports all
occurred in 1994. I was six then, and
attended the first three sporting events
that I can recall.
There was the New England Patriots
game against the Minnesota Vikings.
My dad made us leave in the fourth
quarter because of the notorious traffic that occurs when exiting Foxboro
Stadium. So we were forced to listen
on the radio as Drew Bledsoe set NFL
records of 45 completions and 70 passing attempts, ending the game with a
touchdown pass in overtime to Kevin
Turner.
Then came my first Boston Celtics
game, featuring my older brother’s
other favorite team — the Seattle
SuperSonics. All I can remember about
my first and only visit to the famed
Boston Garden is that the man sitting
next to us spent the entire game heckling the “Reign Man” Shawn Kemp.
Unsurprisingly, I have continued
this trend (Derrick Rose, that was me
chanting “SAT” at TD Garden, or whatever it is called now, back when your
Chicago Bulls came here in October)
ever since.
But there is one random memory that stands out in my mind: what
I dubbed the “Mike Mamula Show.”
I don’t remember what team Boston
College was playing at Alumni Stadium
that day, and I can barely recall who
was there. But I know that I shouted
for Mamula, a BC defensive end, every
play, and that in the brain of the firstgrade me, he had about 25 tackles and
eight sacks. I’m pretty sure I was a little
bit off.
I’m reminded of that game every year
at the end of February when the NFL’s
annual pre-draft showcase, known as the
combine, occurs. Mamula became the
poster boy of the “Workout Warrior” in
the 1995 draft with his ridiculous combine numbers — 26 bench presses, a 4.62
40-yard dash and a 49-out-of-50 in the
Wonderlic, which prove that he is probably smarter than I am. That workout
record helped him become the seventh
pick in the draft after the Philadelphia
Eagles traded up to grab him.
Now, to be fair to Mamula, his NFL
tenure was not nearly as bad as everyone assumes. Sure, he wasn’t the second coming of Reggie White or anything, but he did have two seasons with
at least eight sacks before his career
was cut short by injuries. Yet, all anyone ever remembers him for is being
the original Vernon Gholston.
For whatever reason, the NFL
Combine has become an increasingly
more scrutinized spectacle. I tried to
watch it once, back when I lived in the
Tufts dorms and had the NFL Network
but not ESPN. It has to be one of the
most boring things I’ve ever seen —
even more so than the first “Lord of
the Rings” movie (2001) or the opening
20 minutes of “There Will Be Blood”
(2007) — and I actually have sat and
watched the entire two-day NFL draft
before (confession: I love the draft, and
to this day I do not know why). So I
cannot understand why anyone would
bother to put so much stock into such
an event.
And yet, every year one team gets
sucked in by “the next Mamula.” Last
year it was the Oakland Raiders with
Darius Heyward-Bey, two years ago it
was the New York Jets with the aforementioned Gholston, and in 2007 it
was University of Arizona running back
Chris Henry dazzling the Tennessee
Titans with his 4.40 40-yard dash and
26 bench presses.
It appears that no one bothered to
watch these guys actually play. I’m
no football scout, but when you go to
Arizona and you average 3.5 yardsper-carry in the one year you start, you
probably are not the 50th best player
in the draft. I’m not picking on any of
these teams either, except maybe the
Jets because I hate them. Bill Belichick
see LANDY, page 10
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It’s Miller time: Ryan, Bode lead Team USA to top of podium
United States bests rest of the field with record 37 total medals in Vancouver
BY

ETHAN STURM

Senior Staff Writer

For the red, white and blue, the
Vancouver games were a magical run.
Team USA had successful results across
the board, from Nordic combined to ice
hockey, ending up with 37 total medals,
a Winter Olympics record. It was also
the first time the United States has led
the medal count in the winter games
since 1932 in Lake Placid. The Daily
takes a look at the top five American
athletes at the center of the success.
1. Bode Miller: The bad boy of the
2006 Winter Olympics in Torino, Italy,
Miller needed to do a lot to atone for
his sins as he arrived in Vancouver.
Four years ago, he admitted on CBS’
“60 Minutes” to skiing while “wasted,”
and he failed to medal once in Torino.
However, Vancouver was a different
story. He began the games with bronze
in the downhill and silver in the super
G, making him the most decorated
American alpine skier of all time. He
then finally earned the gold that had
eluded him for eight years with two
strong runs in the combined event. The
redemption of Bode Miller was complete.
2. Shaun White: Long seen as the
king of the snowboarding half-pipe,
White proved once again that his abilities are at another level than the rest
of the competition. A strong first run
earned him a score of 46.8, but it lacked
his signature move, the Double McTwist
1260. No one could match his first-run
score in either of the two runs, so when
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Shaun White, right, was untouchable in the half pipe competition in Vancouver, reminding
the world why he is the most dominant athlete in snowboarding.

SURPRISES

White prepared to drop into the half
pipe, it was merely a formality. White
could have skipped his second run
and simply celebrated his victory, but
instead he gave the crowd a show. He
put up another near perfect run, finishing it off with the Double McTwist 1260
and sending the crowd into a frenzy.
3. Johnny Spillane: Three weeks ago,
the United States had never won a
single medal in a Nordic combined
event. Today, there are three hanging
on Spillane’s mantle. Spillane and his
teammates dominated the event, which
combines ski jumping with cross-country skiing.
It all started in the individual normal hill, where Spillane was edged out
for the gold by a mere four-tenths of
a second but still held on for the silver. The Americans then followed up
with another silver medal in the team
event.
But in the individual large hill, it
was all the United States. Spillane and
teammate Bill Demong dominated the
event and finished one-two. Team USA
ended the games with four of the nine
available medals in the sport.
4. Ryan Miller: In a hockey tournament hyped as the greatest in Olympic
history, Miller was arguably the best
player on the ice. Miller was the linchpin in the United States’ magical run
to silver and was almost unbeatable
throughout the games. After two early
wins in the qualifying rounds, the
United States found itself matched up
see AMERICAN ATHLETES, page 11
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Five performances that Foreign stars make Vancouver special
Canada’s hero Crosby, Swedes top list of world’s best
caught us oﬀ guard
BY

BY

DANIEL RATHMAN

Daily Editorial Board

In the Olympics, just like
any other sporting event,
there are favorites and
underdogs. Some countries
have established reputations
of winning in figure skating
and bobsled, while others are
happy just to come away with
a medal. During the 17 days
of competition in Vancouver,
streaks were snapped, and
upsets were plentiful. Here
are the five biggest surprises
of the 2010 Winter Games.
1. Apolo Ohno’s stunning
sixth: Given American speedskater Apolo Anton Ohno’s
prowess, it wasn’t surprising
that he won his sixth career
medal in the men’s 1,500meter short-track event on
the second day in Vancouver.
But just moments before
Ohno crossed the finish line
and flashed six fingers to the
crowd, he was mired in fourth
place behind a trio of South
Koreans who looked poised to
sweep the podium. Then, on
the final corner, Lee Ho-Suk
swept his countryman Sung
Si-Bak off the track, leaving
the former disqualified and
the latter in fifth place. Lee
Jung-Su still earned gold for
South Korea, but Ohno and
fellow American J.R. Celski
were more than happy to
cruise onto the medal stand.
2. Canadian goalies come
up short: Although the

Canadians returned men’s
hockey glory to their country
by defeating the Americans
in overtime on Sunday, shaky
goaltending nearly proved
to be their undoing. For a
country that has produced
net-minding legends such as
Patrick Roy and Glenn Hall,
porous pads are hardly the
norm. But after future Hall
of Famer Martin Brodeur
was unable to contain the
United States in a surprise
5-3 defeat during the earlier
rounds of competition, Team
Canada was forced to turn
to backup Roberto Luongo.
The two-time Vezina Trophy
nominee performed admirably but consistently struggled
to gather the puck cleanly,
and had the Americans been
better able to capitalize on
rebounds, Sunday’s game
might have had a different
result.
3. Russians shut out in figure skating: Coming into the
Olympics, if you had to place
a bet on a country winning
gold in a particular sport,
Russia in figure skating was as
safe a choice as any. In pairs,
the Russians had compiled an
era of dominance since 1964,
finishing atop the standings
12 consecutive times. Russia
also had 2006 gold medal
winner Evgeni Plushenko in
the men’s event and world
No. 8 Alena Leonova, a dark
see SURPRISES, page 10
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Sidney Crosby’s game-winning goal in overtime Sunday
night in the gold-medal final
of men’s hockey against the
United States was the exclamation point to two weeks of exciting Olympic action at the 2010
Vancouver games. An Olympics
that started on a somber note
with the tragic death of Georgian
Nodar Kumaritashvilli in a luge
practice run gone awry ended
in jubilation for the hometown
fans, who had been longing for
hockey gold ever since Canada
last took first in the event eight
years ago.
While Kumaritashvilli’s death
and Crosby’s goal bookmarked
the Games, many other intriguing performances headlined the
fortnight. And don’t let NBC’s
American-centric coverage fool
you; while the United States did
lead the world in the medal
count with 37 total medals,
some international countries
also had standout performances, including Germany with 30
medals — good for second place
overall — and the host country
Canada, which led all countries
with 14 gold medals.
With that in mind, the Daily
looks at five of the most impressive performances from competitors who weren’t wearing the
red, white and blue (unless they
were French) at the Vancouver
games.
1. Swedish women’s curling:
The Swedish women’s curling
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Sidney Crosby, left, scored the game-winning goal in overtime of the gold medal
game was the crowning achievement of the 2010 Olympics for Canada.
team dispatched Canada 7-6 in
the final to earn its second consecutive Olympic gold medal
in the event. The Swedes rallied from a 6-4 deficit to push
the match into an extra 11th
end, and ultimately won on
skipper Annette Norberg’s strategically placed shot. Despite
Canada’s home-ice advantage
and Canadian skipper Cheryl
Bernard’s attempts to carry her

team to victory, the Swedes were
able to prevail on the world’s
biggest stage.
2. Wang Meng: This 24-yearold Chinese speedskater continued her dominance on the
short track once again, taking
three gold medals in Vancouver
— the 500- and 1,000-meter
races individually, and the
see WORLD, page 12

