
Still Beautiful by Anna (Joe) Vanderford 

You are the untouchable artwork 
behind the red velvet rope 
Every inch of my being 
wants to be there 
Your beau:y brings me hjope . 

feel the paint raised on the canvas 
close to the grandeur 
of the masterpiece 
Life, 
savor the moment 
breathe, await my release 

The Beautiful, one nation 
shocking abuse 
taking punches, like normal touch 
people ' s house ransacked 
but no one gives a f*ck 

John Q. - where is our outrage? 
you thrived......,.~ breast 
while other 
you brag, we are the best 

Bl ame Obama which poked the Apprentice 
should 've groaned a successor 
before his depart 
His birther nemesis, lay-in-wait for his genesis; 
media bombs aimed at AmeriCA'. s heart 

Like his rigged gambling casinos 
Russia guaranteed his eledton 
festerin~1political power 
spread like an infection --<~, e£1 
~ to buy Mother F.arth 
fondled• orifices for spoils 
Groping rich man 
helpl ess women recoil 

Olina flu is a myth yet the dead are their fault 
<>"$ no protection needed 

"'ro..l for Covid to haltt 
5 · Jt Surgeo~wear masks, only they have• germs? 

Court jester Pence, on sychophant ' s terms 

slavery or) 
incarceration instead 
unless yolu prefer 
option George Floyd : dead 
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Lady Jus t ice blind , 
taken hostage and hurt 
The other person ' s problem 
Good citizens iner t 

GOP with Stockholm syndrome 
their votes sway with the breeze 
Cruz and Guil iani m., two- faced with ease 

ventriloquist dU1T111ies 
•U-ndsey and Mitch 
What was the price tag to make you 
His b:':tch? 

Sel f -aappointed king 
signals Qanon 
without detection 
Pied piper of Bugle Bois 
fuels insurrection 

Fellow Americans formidable enemies , 
storm the White House grounds 
Apathy rampant, 
masses cause death, 
unmasked terr or abounds 

Bigots unleashed t o crush and batter 
John Lewis, Bader Ginsbur<t) 
and Black Lives Matter 
A noose swings, 
years of undoing in a day, tattered 
media trampl ed, 
coomon decency scattered 

Our prostitute Lady Liberty 
for• entitl~residents, Land of the Free 
"Ask not what your 
country can do for you"- sh,s brought to her knees 

Knocked down but not out , 
2020 hocus PO'IUS , we know how to count 

Fake news, invisibl e muse , 
cause a distract ion, get a reaction 

Three ring circus : chaos,fear and hate 
sel f -centered golfer ; side-steps fate 

I 'm in the bowels of Lady Liberty 
societal excrement 
yet I remain patriotic, imprisoned 
watching these events 
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American dream turned 
1600 Pennsylvania nightmare 
mayhem, domestic terrorism warfare 
Many deaths in vain 
be• vigilant 
destruction 
reigns to gallivant 
No need to believe 
the same thing 
but nothing flies with one wing 

Star mangled banner mends 
Solidarity replenished, hope expands 

Gingerly heal, step by step •.• until 
others realize you are 
Beautiful ... still. 




