Letter # 44 to Vincent during Covid 19 shutdown   		5/9/2020
Dear Vin
11am West River told me you did not look good so they were going to send you to Milford Hospital.
1pm I had calls from West River to call Rose 860 996 0946 and from Kayla 203 701 3364 to call West River but I had gone to Carriage House to get a tarp to cover the wall by the brook that was newly done rather than repaired this morning. 
By 1:30 I had a call from Lynne who had been reached & told to get in touch with me.  She said call Dr. Laura Kerry at Milford Hospital. She & I discussed what you would want if they brought up the do not resuscitate question.  She said you would not want extraordinary means. She said she knew how unhappy you have been in the last year.
 Dr Kerry said you were low on oxygen and showed low kidney function but were not in distress. They were giving you another Covid 19 test like you got a week ago.  She thought you do have the virus.  She had in hand the do not resuscitate legal papers that you had signed last year.  It said no liquids or major efforts.  She wanted to know what I thought because her choices are admit you to Milford Hospital, send you back to West River, or if you have or are showing strong symptoms of the virus, send you to Bridgeport Hospital for that is where that gets dealt with. I said okay to give water which is a liquid, but no extraordinary means.  Keep you comfortable but do not intubate.  We left it that if there is a strong chance you have the virus, you will go to Bridgeport Hospital because they can keep you comfortable in ways that West River cannot. Really at this point they do not seem to know what you have.  
3:17p I looked at your tests from today on yale My Chart and see that some of them are way different than some weeks ago, but no Covid 19 virus testing for today so far appears there.  I am due to call Lynne back.  I wish I could see you but it is not permitted.  I know you wish I could too.
6p  Got news from Milford hospital that you will soon be taken to Bridgeport Hospital.  Your flu test has not been come back but the Doctor thinks you have it.  They can care for you better at Bridgeport than West Haven Rehab even if it is just to be able to give you drugs to keep you more comfortable.  I have alerted Lynne on what is happening.  Maybe she & I will talk in the morning.  You will be in room 7148 Bridgeport Hospital # (203) 384-3000.
7pm Doctor Barrett called from Bridgeport Hospital to tell me you were not responding to his questions and could I tell him a little about you,  I said you were  the last of 9 in an immigrant family who got himself to & though Tufts University.  You married at 53 to me.  It was a 2nd marriage for me.  You loved travel.  You figured we had traveled to 80 countries but I always said you had counted the ones where we just landed and then took off. Dr Barrett asked about your health.  II said I had not seen you for about 50 days, for our communication had been one way, that I had written 43 one pages letters to you and sent them and how difficult it was to not be able to let you see m to know you were loved. In response to that, he said he had heard that from at least 4 patient’s families.
He asked what your state of health was.  I said you had been depressed, that you had wanted to die for about 3 years. I said I guessed that the reason you were not responsive was that he probably did not hear you.  He seemed like he had a sudden understanding at that.  He wondered if you had been taking all the medications in the list. I said you took what West River had been giving you.  (in retrospect I think Doctor Barrett may have been looking at the Yale My Chart list of medications Doctor David Antonetti had prescribed over a year ago and did not have the west river rehab doctors list.  I think I need to let Bridgeport Hospital know to contact the west river doctor about a current list,) 
Doctor Barrett and I discussed what should be done for you in view of your directive to not resuscitate.  I said to give you liquids including antibiotics but not to intubate you or other extraordinary means.  I said to keep you comfortable.
May 9 2020
In response to a Bank of America survey after a trying time of making an error when first trying mobile deposit, this is what I wrote in the Bank of America Survey:
I will be 84 the day after Mothers day. Because I had been to 2 ATMs that would not let me deposit a check, I was forced to try mobile banking.  I thought I had successfully taken pictures of front & back  of the check & deposited it but over a week later it had not shown up.  My bank where they know me and would have helped me and any other branches are closed.  Looking online to find help, there were all kind of categories with answers that were no help.  Mobile banking categories was no help.  trying to get a chat was no help.  Even finding a phone number was difficult.  I am a pretty good adapter of technology for my age but this was frustrating.  When I found a number, the robot answer kept giving me endless talk about stuff that had nothing to do with me and I was screaming at it and very upset that I could not get a human.  After a wait time, when I finally got Christina, I was in tears.  If this was so difficult for me, think how bad it must be for others.  I have an honorary Phd and am retired from being head of the famous Greenwich Library and still can be reduced to tears by the bank situation that does not seem to be able to keep humane along with all the other current frustration.
9:30am called Bridgeport Hospital.  Transferred 4 times, finally got aa very unclear person I suppose talking through a mask and with an accent.  He said there is nothing to report.  Labs will be made.  (I had seen his schedule of labs & meds in Yale my chart before calling) I asked if he had tested positive for the virus.  The guy did say yes.  
12:25pm A Dr Zaida phoned to be sure the care given Vin was as the family wished. He is having heart rate problems.  He is old and needs a lot of oxygen.  Do I want him to be getting care to prolong his life that may not make him well or do I want him to have comfort only. He is only getting 1 kind of medicine per day right now.  I said comfort only.  I think he said then they would send him to an area where he could have morphine and other comfort care, and I would get a call from Hospice since I said yes to that.  He said in view of his age and discomfort level, that made sense to him but he had to be sure I was in agreement.

