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IGL weathers recession storm
by

Tessa Gellerson

Daily Editorial Board

This article is the second in a four-part
series about how the recession has affected
different parts of the university.
The economic downturn has found its
way to the Tufts campus as both a blessing and a curse for the Institute for Global
Leadership (IGL), an organization that relies
entirely upon external contributions from
its network of donors.
“Many of our board members and underwriters, as people of economic means, have
been hit inevitably by the crisis,” IGL Director
Sherman Teichman told the Daily in an e-mail.
“Yet they are still responding wonderfully to
our needs — meeting their pledges and many
increasing their giving significantly.”
Despite continued support from these
patrons — some of whom have seen the
floundering economy as a philanthropic call
to arms — the IGL has had to make several
significant compromises in preparation for
this semester. Two workshops, one designed
to discuss sustainable cities and the other a
discussion of citizenship and urbanization
in Latin America, have been postponed.
“Our Dr. Jean Mayer Global Citizenship
Distinguished Lecture Series was likewise
frozen,” Teichman said.
Specific programs within the IGL have
been hit particularly hard. Infrastructure
for the Education for Public Inquiry and
International Citizenship (EPIIC) program,

Matthew Repka
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For Naif al-Mutawa (LA ’94), the fantasy
worlds in comic books contain a surprising number of real-world implications.
Al-Mutawa, the creator of the comic
book series “The 99,” offered insights
on the interplay between fiction and
Middle East politics yesterday as part
of a panel discussion on how the
media affects children. Associate Child
Development Professor Calvin Gidney
and Neil Cohn, a graduate student in
psychology, joined al-Mutawa for the
discussion, entitled “Superheroes in a
Globally-Connected World.”
“The 99,” which, since debuting in
Kuwait in 2006, has quickly become

the most popular comic book series in
the Middle East, derives its name from
the 99 fictional Noor Stones scattered
throughout the world.
This concept meshes with the Islamic
principle of the 99 attributes of Allah.
Each person who holds a Noor stone
takes on one of these characteristics —
one becomes “the Powerful,” another
“the Watcher” and a third “the Light,”
for example.
Although “The 99” has its roots in
Islamic principles, it does not promote
the faiths of its characters. The series
instead fosters universal values such as
generosity and mercy. “It doesn’t matter
what religion you have, or even if you
have a religion — these are core human
values that we all share,” al-Mutawa said

by

Rob Silverblatt

Daily Editorial Board

during the discussion, which was held in
the Tisch Library. “When you focus on
behavior, we’re all different; but when it
comes to values, we’re the same.”
But this relative neutrality does not
mean that al-Mutawa does not wish to
place blame on anybody. He condemned
Islamic extremism and expressed his
concern for Muslim leaders’ “lack of personal responsibility and accountability.
“The people who define Islam are not
the people who I want to define how I
live my own life,” al-Mutawa said, arguing that individual Muslims should work
to reaffirm the religion’s core principles.
Gidney explained how different forms
of media, including comic books, expose
see COMIC, page 2

see DIMASI, page 2
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first time on Tufts Community Union (TCU)
Senate funding.
“If we do not succeed in getting TCU
see EPIIC, page 2

Creator of comic-book series speaks at Tufts
by

Speaker
DiMasi to
resign today

Massachusetts House Speaker
Salvatore DiMasi will resign today, ending a 30-year career as a state legislator amidst ongoing suspicion that he
abused his powerful post. Meanwhile,
local representatives have by and large
lined up to support state Rep. Robert
DeLeo in the contentious battle to succeed the outgoing speaker.
DiMasi’s decision, which he
announced on Sunday, comes as the
State Ethics Commission and two grand
juries are looking into his relationship
with his former accountant and a $13
million contract that the speaker’s associates secured for a software company.
While DiMasi has not been charged
with any crimes and denies allegations
of wrongdoing, Beacon Hill insiders say
that the evidence against him appears
compelling. “Although I hope he is ultimately vindicated, it certainly looks
very, very bad,” Tom Birmingham, a
former president of the Massachusetts
state Senate, told the Daily.
DiMasi is the third consecutive Bay
State speaker of the House to step down
in the face of ethics probes. In 1996,
Charles Flaherty resigned after being
charged with tax evasion and suspected
of inappropriate relationships with lobbyists, and in 2004, Thomas Finneran
vacated the post while under investigation for misleading a federal court
about a redistricting plan. After drawnout inquiries, he pled guilty to obstruction of justice in 2007.
Birmingham, now senior counsel at
the law firm Edwards, Angell, Palmer
& Dodge and a visiting faculty member in Tufts’ political science department, said that the allegations against
DiMasi add to an already skeptical —
although misrepresentative — view of
local politicians.
“It reinforces a very cynical and
jaded view of the types of people who
are in politics,” he said. “Three speakers in a row left under a cloud, so you

IGL Director Sheman Teichman works in his office. Teichman said that some donors have
stepped up their efforts in light of the recession.
an intensive IGL course run through the
Experimental College, has experienced
financial setbacks, according to Teichman.
Meanwhile, the New Initiative for Middle
East Peace (NIMEP) will have to rely for the
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Pickard lists fiscal priorities for budget in semesterly State of Senate address
by

Tessa Gellerson

Daily Editorial Board

Tim Straub/Tufts Daily

TCU President Duncan Pickard is looking to help the
Senate adapt to the economic landscape.

Tufts Community Union ( TCU)
President Duncan Pickard began the
Senate’s spring term on Sunday with
a focus on how the body should
adapt to the deteriorating financial
climate. Pickard specifically highlighted the need to reevaluate campus-wide expenses and to preserve
the student body’s socioeconomic
and cultural diversity.
“One of the most direct challenges
to our work in student government is
the national recession,” Pickard said
in his State of the Senate address.
“In this way, we are truly impacted
by policy and practice in Washington
and New York.”
His address was accompanied by
a list of priorities and concerns, set
forth by Pickard and the rest of the
Senate’s executive board.

Inside this issue

As a top priority to cushion the
economic impact on students, the
Senate will look to make campus
life more affordable, partly through
efforts to lower food costs.
“Dining costs should not be competitive with the surrounding community; they should reflect that eating is essential to life on campus and
is provided as a service — not a business — to students,” the list read.
The priorities list noted that monitoring on-campus prices is particularly important in light of the Senate’s
efforts to preserve the school’s socioeconomic diversity.
“The last two classes were admitted need-blind, and a record eleven
percent of freshmen for the past two
years attend Tufts on Pell Grants to
families who earn less than $40,000
annually. We need to have a richer
conversation about what life of campus is like in the context of our chang-

ing socioeconomic realities,” it read.
Socioeconomic diversity is not the
only concern of the Senate however.
The list also talked about diversity
in a broader sense, noting, “[The]
Senate this semester will continue
to work with other students and
the administration to create learning opportunities across perceived
boundaries … and to engage the
campus in a healthy conversation
about race and diversity.”
The list of priorities further indicated that one of the Senate’s challenges is to enhance awareness of
Tufts’ health and wellness resources.
“The Senate will work to clarify Tufts’
policy on health and alcohol issues
... and advertise existing opportunities designed to make students more
health-conscious,” they noted.
The executive board also hopes to
see SENATE, page 2
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Dinh Q. Lê exhibit shows
a fusion of Vietnamese
and American cultures
at the Tufts Art Gallery.

Tufts divers had a
strong showing at MIT
this weekend, placing first and second in
both events.

see ARTS, page 5

see SPORTS, page 16

News
Features
Arts | Living
Captured	
Editorial | Letters

1
3
5
8
10

Op-Ed
Comics
Classifieds
Sports

11
12
13
Back

The Tufts Daily

2

News

EPIIC turns to
local speakers
EPIIC
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Governor Deval Patrick called DiMasi a “valued partner.”

Sciortino, Birmingham support more lobbying regulations

DIMASI

continued from page 1

can hardly blame people for that
cynicism.”
Still, even in the face of
mounting suspicions, DiMasi
has found support in his North
End district, and his Democratic
colleagues have not shied away
from praising him for his accomplished career.
“Speaker DiMasi has served
for 30 years and has prioritized
things that are important to me,
including health care and gay
marriage,” Rep. Carl Sciortino
(LA ’00), whose district includes
parts of Medford and Somerville,
told the Daily. “It’s sad to see him
go under a cloud.”
Rep. Sean Garballey, who also
serves portions of Medford,
agreed. “He accomplished
quite a bit,” he said. “It was
a surprise to hear [about] his
early departure.”
DiMasi’s
announcement
added new urgency to a succession battle which began in
earnest last week as rumors
emerged that he was considering stepping down.
Rep. Robert DeLeo, the chairman of the House Ways and
Means Committee, and Majority
Leader John Rogers have both

laid claim to enough support to
win an internal election. Deleo,
though, has circulated a list of 87
likely endorsements — a majority in the 160-member House —
leading some to believe that he
has the position shored up.
Currently, DeLeo enjoys
majority support among
Medford and Somerville’s
five state representatives.
Sciortino, Rep. Denise Provost
and Rep. Paul Donato have all
backed him, while Garballey
and Rep. Tim Toomey remained
uncommitted as of yesterday
afternoon.
Sciortino, who said that
DeLeo is sensitive to the needs
of individual representatives,
expects the Ways and Means
chairman to be formally elected
speaker either today or tomorrow because legislators, who are
bogged down with a number
of bills and ongoing budgeting
concerns, are likely to want a
quick resolution to the leadership dispute.
“There are a lot of really critical issues [facing] us now, and
we need to be getting to work on
them,” he said.
Birmingham
said
that,
although the infighting will get
personal, it is important for the

party to air its concerns and
transparently select a new leader. “I think it’s probably healthy
to have a contest for the presiding officer rather than to just
hand it off,” he said. “I think it
forces the candidates to some
extent to articulate their vision
for how the institution should
move forward.”
While legislators are mostly
concerned with helping the state
weather the economic crisis,
DiMasi’s resignation will likely
prompt them to revisit lobbying
regulations and push for more
stringent disclosure rules.
Richard Vitale, DiMasi’s former accountant, has already
been indicted for secretly lobbying the outgoing speaker, with
whom he was purportedly overly cozy. In particular, Vitale lent
him $250,000 in 2006 and was
among a group of DiMasi associates who secured a $13 million contract for the Burlington,
Mass.,
software
company
Cognos ULC. DiMasi and Vitale
reportedly received payments in
connection with the contract,
which was later rescinded.
Massachusetts
Attorney
General Martha Coakley has
said that Vitale was frequently
in contact with DiMasi about

Al-Mutawa hopes comic will help fight ‘Bin
Ladenism’ in America and around the world
COMIC
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children from a young age to
concepts of race and ethnicity.
Though children come to realize
that the images they see are not
necessarily real, they “take a lot
of messages about the world from
[the media], particularly about
parts of the world they have never
seen or people they’re unfamiliar
with,” he said.
The results, he continued, can
be either healthy or disruptive,
depending on the media the children consume.
“Comics like ‘The 99’ … have
the potential to have a lot of positive effects on children, not only
on Muslim children themselves,
but, almost more importantly,
on non-Muslims’ impressions of
Islam,” Gidney said.
Cohn, who is researching the
“visual language” of comics and

its affect on cognition, added
that although “The 99” is based
on Islamic principles and distributed across the Muslim world, it
is drawn in an American visual
language that belies a type of
cultural association with domestic comics.
“The 99,” by virtue of the way it
is drawn, amounts to a subtle promotion of a pro-American theme,
he said.
Al-Mutawa commented that
many see his series as one of
the best routes to combating “bin
Ladenism,” an assessment he
hopes will prove correct.
“It’s not about attacking what he
says. It’s about creating an alternative — positive stuff. When you
go after someone, that’s a negative response — when you create
your own world, that’s more positive,” al-Mutawa said.
Al-Mutawa hopes to distrib-

his lobbying activities, but her
office declined to comment on
the resignation. Meanwhile,
Gov. Deval Patrick released a
statement supporting DiMasi’s
past work. “I am losing a valued
partner and a good friend in the
legislature,” he said.
Sciortino said that the current
controversy underscores the
need for lobbying reforms. “The
[state’s] lobbying disclosure laws
and the ethics laws are some of
the strongest in the nation, but
be we have clearly seen some
gaps that need to be fixed,” he
said. Specifically, he suggested
beefed-up requirements that
would force lobbyists to disclose
their relationships with legislators and allow the secretary of
the commonwealth to better
police potential violations.
Birmingham noted that even
with extensive lobbying, legislators look first to merit. He
agreed, however, that new rules
are needed to protect against
the potential for abuse.
“I think that they ought to
be toughened up. I think when
people are paid large sums
of money to try to influence
legislation, there’s all sorts of
potential for skullduggery,”
he said.

ute “The 99” to more countries,
including in the United States.
He drew a number of parallels
between the subtle religious
themes in his series and the characters of Spiderman, Batman and
particularly Superman, noting
that there is no reason that he
cannot find a domestic audience.
He added he consciously keeps
the themes of “The 99” away from
politics and overt religious expression, hoping to keep the appeal of
the series as broad as possible.
The main villain seeks to harness
the power of the 99 stones for
his own purposes an allusion,
al-Mutawa said, to “the idea that
religion can be used for good or
for bad.”
An animated television show
based on “The 99” is currently in
development, and a theme park
dedicated to the series is scheduled to open next year in Kuwait.

support, we will be inhibited in
our ability to run on-campus programming as well as [publish] our
annual Insights Journal that serves
as an avenue for Tufts students to
publish their work,” NIMEP coleader David Mou, a junior, told
the Daily in an e-mail. Should
the Senate not delegate adequate
funding, the journal will have to be
an entirely online publication.
Inquiry, a program for high
school students, has also been
impacted, as out-of-state participants were unable to afford the
costs of traveling to the Hill. Still,
IGL students were able to mentor
delegations of high school students
from Atlanta and New York City
and travel with them to Shanghai,
China to do joint research.
“But this disparity underlies
what concerns us most — for all
of our innovation, it is the most
disadvantaged schools we could
not afford to fund for this option
as we had originally hoped,”
Teichman said.
This innovation was particularly
evident as EPIIC students work to
preserve their annual symposium,
which this year will bring a decidedly local perspective to the subject of global cities.
“Our students were excited by
this challenge after their initial
dismay, and redesigned the symposium using extraordinary and
relatively local talent,” Teichman
said. They have managed to draw
together an array of panelists and
create a mostly “carbon-neutral”
event in the process.
“In another instance of growth,
our Clinton Global Initiative
EMPOWER poverty alleviation
and social entrepreneurship
program has expanded significantly our donors recognizing
that these [issues] need more
than ever to be confronted. This
enables our students to help
those most disadvantaged and
affected by the economic situation,” Teichman added.
Moreover, a new donor’s generosity allowed for the organization of a research trip to Ethiopia,
giving Tufts students an unprecedented opportunity to interact
with and learn from Ethiopian students, Teichman said.
Ultimately, while Teichman
conceded that the recession has
affected the IGL’s budget “significantly” in terms of the bottom line,
he feels that it will not have an
overwhelming impact on quality.
“Perhaps it comes as a surprise,
but in the midst of this crisis, we
are experiencing a tremendously
vibrant moment,” he said.

Senate to prioritize
housing, student health
SENATE
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focus the Senate’s efforts
on improving the quality of dorm life, arguing,
“The residential facilities that Tufts provides
its undergraduate are not
adequate.” They specifically suggested interior
facelifts, as money for
larger projects remains
scarce.
While Pickard and other
Senate executives focused
heavily on economic challenges, the Senate has
been somewhat insulated
from the effects of the ailing economy.
The group has received
an $687,780 in the wake
of the embezzlement
scandal, $87,780 of which
is free for use this year.

These extra funds have
provided the group with
additional opportunities
to allocate money to student groups and to protect
jeopardized traditions like
the Gantcher Center dinner for freshmen.
A second opportunity
came from a larger-thanexpected freshman class.
When senators budgeted
for this year, they foresaw
a smaller Class of 2012
than what actually materialized. Consequently,
they expected fewer contributors to the Student
Activities Fee and a smaller overall pot.
Now that more money
is available, they have
allocated $25,000 in additional buffer funding for
student groups.
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Students studying abroad took part in a wide range of inauguration experiences.

Looking back on the 2008 presidential race:
Students studying abroad stay engaged
Overcoming distance, Internet news and Webcasts kept students
up-to-date both during historic election night and inaugural events
by

Emily Maretsky

Daily Editorial Board

Many students who remained on
campus throughout the 2008 presidential race felt that there could
have been no better way to ring in
inauguration than with the hundreds
of other Jumbos who gathered in
Hotung and celebrated together on
the quad.
Students studying abroad, however, participated in the election and
subsequent celebration in rather different ways.
Watching state-by-state results on
Election Day and the inaugural speech
in January are decidedly American
traditions. Students living in other
countries during these events, however, got a chance to experience their
native traditions in a foreign land due
to the global attention focused on the
election.
Graham Rogers, a junior currently
studying in Madrid, watched the inauguration ceremony in the evening via
the CNN Webcast with other American
students.
“One of our professors let us put it
on the big screen in class,” Rogers said

in an e-mail to the Daily. “I get the
feeling they were really proud of us
since Bush was incredibly unpopular
over here and the group I’m with is
pretty liberal, for the most part.”
To Rogers and his classmates’ dismay, the Webcast stopped functioning
halfway through the ceremony due
to too much internet traffic, but this
didn’t stop the group from taking in
every moment of the celebration.
“One of the Spanish news stations
played a tape of the ... ceremonies for
the next 24 hours straight, so I got to
see the whole ceremony in the end,”
Rogers said.
Katherine Sadowski, a junior currently studying in Paris, also had some
difficulty watching the inauguration
due to a different kind of traffic.
“For inauguration night, a bunch of
us wanted to go out and do something
fun,” Sadowski said in an e-mail to the
Daily. “We found a few American bars
… but they were so packed that we
had to stand outside, and we couldn’t
hear anything … We were lucky if we
could see Obama.”
Sadowski said that they eventually
found a diner called The American
Dream and managed to find a seat just

as the inauguration began.
“We all toasted to Obama, and the
French people around us cheered us
along,” Sadowski said. “When it came
time to sing the national anthem, we all
did so somewhat amusingly, and one of
the waiters even held a fake microphone up to [my friend’s] mouth.”
For many students studying overseas last semester, the celebrations on
election night were no less extravagant
than they were in the United States.
Six time zones away in Prague,
many American students rang in the
election results at the Globe Café, a
popular expatriate café and English
bookstore that hosted an all-night
election-viewing party.
With the time difference, the results
weren’t announced until almost six
a.m. Many students stayed up all
night, regardless, to celebrate as each
state was declared.
“The café was packed, and not just
with Americans,” Maya Siegel, a junior
from Brandeis University who studied abroad in Prague last semester,
said. “People were very emotional…
An Irish guy we met was crying out of
see INAUGURATION ABROAD, page 4

Nerd Girls confidently beat down stereotypes
Tufts professor spearheads female engineers’ reality T.V. show
by

Meghan Pesch

Senior Staff Writer

As hard as it might be for some Marc
Jacobs or Dolce & Gabbana aficionados to grasp, this season’s most chic
and sexy accessory may be a voluptuous brain.
One on-campus group, the Nerd
Girls Team, is trying to dispel the
geeky stereotypes associated with
women in engineering and promote
females in the sciences by exerting confidence while tackling tough
science-related issues.
The group’s Web site, Nerdgirls.com,
states its motto that “Brains are beautiful.
Geek is Chic. Smart is sexy. Not either/or.”

The group was started in 2000 by
Dr. Karen Panetta, an associate professor of Electrical and Computer
Engineering at Tufts.
Panetta explained that the lack of
women in the sciences throughout
her education — including her time
at Tufts — motivated her to singlehandedly start the group.
“When I was an undergraduate,
there were no women in engineering,”
Panetta said. “And when I decided to
get my Ph.D. and come to Tufts, there
were still no women in engineering, so
I decided that had to change. I noticed
that most women were not drawn to
engineering because of the negative
stereotypes — like that [engineers]

are awful-looking and have to act and
dress like a guy in order to compete —
and those are totally false.”
In order to change these circumstances, Panetta’s group of Nerd Girls
has completed dozens of projects
ranging from solar car races to environmental clean-ups to improving the
mobility of disabled people.
But while the Nerd Girls at Tufts
have been devoting themselves to
working on various engineering tasks,
Panetta has been working on a project
of her own: a reality-television series
based on the Nerd Girls group. The
show, which would be comprised of a
see NERDS, page 4

s the semester — and this column
— gets started up, I hope you’ll
enjoy reading. This column will
focus on the Tufts community and
things that students really enjoy.
To get started, I think everybody here
knows how much Tufts people love servicelearning and active citizenship. But there’s
something that I have found that rivals the
enthusiasm people have about their volunteerism: spreading the word about their
adventures abroad, especially those related
to saving the world. I’m sure you have overheard people talking — before class, in the
dining hall and when they obnoxiously ask
ten-minute questions during your political
science lecture — about meeting the First
Minister of Northern Ireland, working with
the Red Cross in Sudan or that time they
built an outhouse in El Salvador.
The important part isn’t the actual trip to
El Salvador at all, or even anything unique
to El Salvador — they definitely didn’t go for
the pupusas, anyway. (Pupusas are thick,
handmade tortillas popular in El Salvador;
they’re delicious, and you can actually get
them in Somerville.)
Obviously, you traveled to El Salvador
so you could impress people at Tufts with
your stories about using an outhouse and
talking to “real” Salvadorans. You went so
you could tell your friends about the lifechanging experience you had talking to
guerillas in the jungle, convincing them
in your broken Spanish to lay down their
weapons and pursue their goals through
peaceful means. It makes you different,
perhaps better even, and Tufts people love
making themselves look different and better than their peers.
In addition, Tufts people work hard to
accumulate articles of clothing from unique
locales all around the world. Forget that
really cool hat you bought at the Guinness
factory in Dublin — the new fashion is the
one with sequins spelling out “GuineaBissau” on the front. Really, the less wellknown a location is, the better — and,
consequently, the more Tufts people like it.
Traveling to Ireland is a lot of fun, but
it’s almost routine at a school like Tufts. If
you want to impress your friends, tell them
about your trip to Suriname. (It’s in South
America.) On several occasions, I have
been tempted to follow up a story about
their time in Togo or Laos with my own
story about a totally made-up place. I’m
convinced I could get away with it (though
now I suppose the word is out).
Location isn’t the only important
part of Tufts peoples’ stories about their
adventures. Ask someone about their
semester abroad and you’re sure to be
regaled with stories about the “amazing
people” and how things are so different
— and invariably better — than in the
United States. Even people who traveled
to a place as ordinary and uninteresting
as Ireland can’t stop talking about how
the people are so nice and it’s just nothing like where they’re from.
After spending Fall 2008 in Ireland, I can
confidently tell you that Irish people are a
lot like Americans and most actually think
they are American. Dublin is extremely
similar to Boston, which I was reminded of
by plenty of locals.
And here I go, talking about my adventures and trying to impress you with my
awesome experiences. I acquired a taste for
a local type of alcohol (the stout in America
is not the same) and really did meet a lot of
nice people, just like everyone else. I even
brought home a cool T-shirt.

Will Ehrenfeld is a junior majoring in peace
and justice studies. He can be reached at
Will.Ehrenfeld@tufts.edu.
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Some students abroad experienced difficulties staying in
touch with news from home
INAUGURATION ABROAD
continued from page 3

joy; you really got to see how
much [the election] mattered
to the rest of the world.”
After Obama won, Siegel said
that a group of students celebrated with bottles of champagne on Prague’s Charles
Bridge and an American-style
breakfast at the well-known
Czech chain Bohemia Bagel
before heading to class.

“People were very emotional… An Irish guy
we met was crying out
of joy; you really got
to see how much [the
election] mattered to
the rest of the world.”
Maya Siegel
junior, Brandeis University
“[The] next weekend, when
I was in Paris, everyone was
like, ‘Obama!’” Siegel said.

“There was definitely a shift
in how Americans were viewed
abroad.”
In Hangzhou, China, students studying with the Tuftsin-China program had a harder time keeping up with election results. Phaedra Brucato,
a third-year Tufts/SMFA student, said that the internet
was too slow to stream a video,
and it was hard to find coverage in English on television.
“It was really amazing to see
something so world-changing
… Viewing something like that
for Americans is an intense
moment,” Brucato said. “But it
was hard for us and I felt really
disconnected [from the election].”
Brucato explained that,
in her experience, Chinese
people didn’t seem aware
of the election until after it
happened, perhaps because
she was studying in a … lessWesternized city. “Everyone
just felt so distant to what
was going on; there wasn’t the
same energy as there would
have been [watching it] back
home,” she said.

Care about your
campus?
Your community?
Your world?
Have an opinion?

Make your
voice heard.
Submit an Op-Ed!

The Op-Ed section of the Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through
Thursday. Submissions are welcome from all members
of the Tufts community. We accept opinion articles on
any aspect of campus life, as well as articles on national
or international news. Opinion pieces should be between
800 and 1,200 words. Please send submissions to oped@
tuftsdaily.com in the form of a .doc or .docx file no later
than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired date of publication. If you are unable to save your submission in one
of these two formats, contact us for other instructions.
Please include a contact number with your submission.
Feel free to e-mail us with any questions.

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults
Suffering from Anorexia and
Bulimia Nervosa
For the most effective treatment and highest staff-to-client ratio in New
England, informed clinicians refer their clients to Laurel Hill Inn. We
provide extensive programming in a highly structured and supervised
non-institutional therapeutic setting. Evening, day, residential, and aftercare
programs in West Medford and West Somerville. Call Linda at
781 396-1116 or visit our web site at www.laurelhillinn.com.
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Geek may be in this season as Tufts’ female engineering group, the Nerd Girls, have a new reality TV show
in the works.

Nerd girls defy norms while promoting
the coexistence of brains and beauty
NERDS

continued from page 3

cast of women engineers from
around the country, would feature an engineering problem
to be solved each week.
“The reality television
show in the works is going
very well,” Panetta said. “The
projects will be very different because every week there
will be a different engineering
challenge where they’ll go in
and respond to it.”
The show has already
been discussed with producers at stations such as The
Oxygen Network and The
Discovery Channel.
As chair of the Women in
Engineering committee for
the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE),
a professional organization
that promotes engineering
and science for the benefit of
humanity, Panetta says that all
of the Nerd Girl project ideas
stem from helping others in
some way.
“Everything has to do with
helping people and everything
has to have a greater purpose,
whether it’s helping an individual lead a better life or helping
a community or the environment,” she said.
Currently, the girls are working on a solar car for the World
Solar Challenge that will take
place in Australia this fall. The
project involves designing and
building a solar car from scratch,
which will then be driven 3,000
kilometers across the continent,
from Darwin to Adelaide. The
Nerd Girls will be the first all-female race team ever to compete

in the competition.
Nicole Slaughter, a junior
in the Nerd Girls group who
is studying mechanical engineering, said that the project
has come together without
many problems, and that
the group is currently looking into companies that can
build the car.

“I noticed that most
women were not
drawn to engineering because of the
negative stereotypes
— like that [engineers] are awfullooking and have to
act and dress like a
guy in order to compete — and those are
totally false.”
Karen Panetta
associate professor of
electrical and computer
engineering

“It’s fun, and it’s great to
be working as a team,” she
said. “We each have our own
assignments, and then we get
together once a week to put it
together.”
Slaughter added that the
all-girls environment is a
refreshing change from the
mostly male classes she takes

as part of her mechanical
engineering major.
“I’m an engineer, so most
of my classes are full of guys.
It’s nice to be in an all-female
environment. We all have the
same mindset: to promote
women in engineering,” she
said.
Despite the success that the
team has had, some do not
approve of the attitude that
the group promotes about
expressing female beauty
and pairing it with intelligence. Panetta said she has
been criticized for trying to
sell science with looks, but
asserted that, contrary to what
some may think, Nerd Girls is
about bringing out the best
in engineers and inspiring
confidence.
“We’re not just about
women, and one of the things
I do want to dispel is that …
it’s all about just showing that
we’re pretty,” Panetta said.
“But it’s got nothing to do with
looks; it’s all about the fact
that you can do anything, and
it’s about incorporating your
talents, your imagination and
your creativity, and showing
that engineers are not onedimensional.”
Regardless of the negativity
of some critics, Panetta finds
that mentoring the group is
a rewarding experience. She
said that seeing the girls transform from shy sophomores to
polished seniors is especially
gratifying.
“Just to watch that evolution take place is absolutely
amazing; that’s got to be the
best part,” she said.
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Zach Drucker and Chris Poldoian |
Bad Samaritans

God save the
scream

courtesy Tufts University Art Gallery

Many pieces explore our relationship with memory.

Vietnamese-American artist explores memory
and the convergence of two distinct cultures
by

Kyle Chayka

Senior Staff Writer

A great gallery won’t turn bad art good,
and even great art can’t improve a bad gallery. The problem with the Tufts Art Gallery’s

A Tapestry of Memories: The Art
of Dinh Q. Lê
At the Tufts Gallery through March 29
Aidekman Arts Center
40R Talbot Avenue, Medford, MA 02155
617-627-3518
first show of the year, a retrospective survey
of the work of Vietnamese-American artist
Dinh Q. Lê, is the dissonance between the

‘Notorious’ takes
a superficial look
at a rap legend
by

pieces on display and the space in which
they are displayed.
The survey collects mid-career pieces
from the 41-year-old artist who migrated
with his parents from Vietnam to the United
States in 1979. He would later return to his
home country in 1996. His pieces are thus
a product of globalization; he mixes the
modern sheen of digital and commercial
photography with traditional Vietnamese
weaving techniques.
The majority of works in “A Tapestry of
Memories: The Art of Dinh Q. Lê” are the
artist’s woven photographs, combinations
of multiple images culled from television,
movies and advertising meshed together
into a shifting landscape of the staring
faces of soldiers, religious imagery and
product logos.

by

Ben Phelps

Contributing Writer

After eight and a half seasons as a
series regular on one of TV’s top-rated shows, William Petersen appeared

Eric Berg

CSI: Crime Scene Investigation

A film destined for the big screen,
“Notorious” is a biopic about the ‘90s rapper, Notorious B.I.G. Though the production

Starring Marg Helgenberger,
Laurence Fishburne
Airs Thursday at 9 p.m. on CBS

Notorious
Starring Jamal Woolard, Antonique
Smith, Naturi Naughton
Directed by George Tillman, Jr.

see NOTORIOUS, page 6

see TUFTS GALLERY, page 6

‘CSI’ stays strong after departure
of lead actor William Peterson

Contributing Writer

value can’t touch that of its Hitchcockian
predecessor of the same name, “Notorious”
nonetheless has its own unique, fast-paced
style. Newcomer Jamal Woolard — himself a
Brooklyn rapper — does a great job capturing
Biggie’s style, from his swagger to his music,
and the film actually benefits from his inexperience.
Christopher Wallace, aka Biggie Wallace,

Lê often draws on the gap between the
two cultures in which he has lived. He takes
freeze frames of movies and iconic works
of photojournalism from Western media
that present an American view of Vietnam,
often seen strictly through the lens of the
Vietnam War. The artist’s strongest pieces in
the show engage directly with this process
of Americans remembering their own past,
hence this “tapestry of memories.”
Making movies, taking photographs and
saving images are all part of our own way
of remembering ourselves. Art is often a
time capsule of history; within a piece one
can find the distilled essence of the time
in which it was made. As such, Lê’s best art
reaches from the present back into the past,

buzzcine.com

Behind his sunglasses, William Petersen
is subtly examining his co-worker’s “body
of evidence.”

in his final episode of “CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation.” There’s no doubt
that fans of the long-running crime
drama will miss Petersen and his onscreen counterpart, Las Vegas crime
lab night-shift supervisor Gil Grissom,
but they can at least take solace in the
fact that Petersen was given an excellent and well-deserved swan-song.
Before the most recent episode,
Grissom and his team had been tracking down victims of the now-incarcerated Dick & Jane Killer (or DJK)
after realizing there was a copycat
see CSI, page 6

We’ve seen it a thousand times. Some noname, young actress with striking blue eyes
and impeccable — assets? — is cautiously tiptoeing through a dark room wielding a sharp
object. Next, sinister music stirs a captivated
audience as a dark figure seizes the girl, who
shrieks shrilly. Everyone knows what happens
next: There is a struggle, and eventually the
murderer becomes the murdered as he plummets to his death falling through a nearby window onto a conveniently placed metal spike
or is shot and slain by a dashing male friend of
the heroine who she thought was dead.
Recently, horror films have become entirely
too predictable. We acknowledge that once
in a while everyone wants to scream and
have a little bit of thrilling fun. But we have
amusement parks for that. And good horror
flicks. Does anybody recall the glory days of
“The Shining” (1980) and “The Silence of the
Lambs” (1991)?
In the following weeks, a couple of scary
movies are coming out that are sure to succeed
in the box office but fail to quench our thirsts for
thrills and gore. “The Unborn” may very well be
the stillborn child of “The Exorcist” (1973) and
“Fiddler on the Roof” (1971). The film consists
of a Megan Fox double being haunted by the
dybbuk, an evil spirit from Jewish folklore, of
her twin brother who died during childbirth.
We have several problems with this film.
First, our bible, the Sacred Scriptures of
Rotten Tomatoes, gave this movie a 14 percent approval rating. That means 14 percent
of surveyed reviewers gave the film favorable
reviews. To put things in perspective, “Death
Race” (2008) tripled the score of “The Unborn”
receiving a 42 percent approval rating. That’s
right. A film about a hardcore British convict
competing in a deadly car race got 42 percent.
Furthermore, we have problems believing
the story behind “The Unborn.” Of course, we
understand that this is the movie business and
it’s not reality. Yet, we still cannot get past one
fatal flaw in the plot: the discrepancy between
the twins’ ages. In ads for the film, the boy is
pictured as a young, ten-year-old kid, whilst
his twin sister is probably twenty. We could
understand if the boy were a fetus — an evil
fetus, obviously — or if he were twenty like his
sister. Are we supposed to believe that humans
age more rapidly than dybbuks? We cry foul.
Also, watch out for “My Bloody Valentine
3D” and “The Uninvited.” The former is nothing special; it has the stereotypical sexy teens,
parties and even death by pickaxe. But hey, it’s
shot in 3D.
In “The Uninvited,” everyone’s favorite softcore actress, Elizabeth Banks of “Zack and
Miri Make a Porno” (2008), goes loco as an evil
nurse/stepmother. Not since “Misery” (1990)
has any female been cast as such a menacing character, but, when played by a comedic
actress, we do not expect the antagonist in
“The Uninvited” to give us goose bumps.
Horror films in modern America are similar
to Winona Ryder’s clothes: Their ideas are
usually stolen and poorly presented. Vince
Vaughn as Norman Bates in “Psycho” (1998)?
Come on. We do foresee, however, a glimmer of hope in “The Wolfman,” set to release
in November. Although it is another remake
attempt, it has a star-studded cast (including Benicio Del Toro and Anthony Hopkins)
and is co-written by Andrew Kevin Walker
(“Se7en” (1995), “Sleepy Hollow” (1999)). Until
then, we’ve got our worn down VHS copies of
“Halloween” (1978) to keep us awake at night.
Zach Drucker and Chris Poldoian are freshmen who have not yet declared majors. They
can be reached at Zachary.Drucker@tufts.edu
and Christopher.Poldoian@tufts.edu.
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‘CSI’ known for its innovative
approach to formulaic drama
CSI

continued from page 5

still on the loose. Pathologist-turnedprofessor Dr. Raymond Langston
(played by Laurence Fishburne) was
also introduced as a special consultant for the case and a soon-tobe crime scene investigator (as was
heavily publicized by CBS).
The newest episode picked up
right where the last one left off: The
latest victim of the copycat killer
had been found dead, his girlfriend
was missing and believed to still be
alive, and the CSIs were thrown into
a race against the clock to find the
girl before she became victim number 20 of DJK and his copycat. This
case was a great way to introduce
Langston, and, although the story
was a bit convoluted in part one, it
was nicely tied up in the end.
Despite the plot’s ultimate success,
many of its intermediary steps were
disappointing. An entire classroom of
students is suspected in the case, but
a stereotypically scary-looking actor is
cast as the killer in an unoriginal and
expected twist. Additionally, Grissom’s
use of “reverse lunar forensics” to locate

buzzcine.com

‘CSI’ star William Petersen has left the
show after eight seasons.

a cabin on the lake is almost laughable.
In the end, however, this episode
isn’t about the case, which is just a
backdrop for the characters to say
goodbye to their beloved mentor and
boss. Nick (George Eads) sums it up
perfectly when he says the case is
“Grissom’s last big game.” The killer
is stopped, the girl is rescued and the
final scenes are dedicated to Grissom
as he takes his last walk through the
hallways of the crime lab. He goes on
to finally join his true love and former
colleague, Sara Sidle ( Jorja Fox), in the
jungle of Costa Rica.
Petersen’s final episode showcases
the best parts of “CSI” and proves
why this show stands a head above
the other police procedurals. While
it is a formula drama, it doesn’t settle
for the same boring routine week
after week. It has been known for its
interesting cases — one of the highlights being the Miniature Killer from
season seven — and guest stars who
add even more intrigue.
While Grissom will be missed,
his influence will live on. If his last
absence, during which Liev Schreiber
came to Las Vegas as CSI Michael
Keppler, is any indication, the writers and producers still know how to
make a good show without him. They
have already skillfully dealt with cast
changes — Sara and Warrick (Gary
Dourdan) both left the show in the past
year — and the addition of Fishburne
to the cast will undoubtedly allow
for some fun storylines and character
development. Just in case viewers are
still apprehensive about the changes,
Petersen is staying on as an executive
producer and has agreed to return as
a guest star eventually.
Halfway into its ninth season,
“CSI” is still drawing roughly 20 million viewers a week, so it must be
doing something right. Non-watchers
shouldn’t write it off as just another crime procedural, and those who
already watch shouldn’t give up just
because Grissom is gone. After all,
nothing keeps a police drama going
quite like a twist.

Courtesy Tufts University Art Gallery

Lê’s pieces weave together images from American and Vietnamese culture.

Disjointed exhibit would greatly
benefit from a new arrangement
Tufts gallery

continued from page 5

accessing issues that we are often not comfortable remembering ourselves — issues
that are not fully integrated into our present
or into our history books. Lê takes an active
step toward integrating them.
“Persistence of Memory #9” and
“Persistence of Memory #10” are hazy images that move in and out of comprehension.
The pictures’ surfaces shift uncomfortably
under the viewer’s gaze — heads and faces
of deep blood-red against a landscape of
orange shot through with white. It’s a picture of fire, with flame-yellow, gun-toting
soldiers marching against old photographs
in gray. The rectangular units of the artist’s
weaving technique bring to mind the pixels
of the digital age, boxes of pure color thrown
together in a net that coalesces into an eye
witnessing horrors.
The pictures Lê chooses are of dissolution
as well as recreation as they end up disintegrating into his weave of imagery. They become
blanked out with white boxes of cross-weave
and disappear as they flow into and collide
with other images. What they recreate is a little
of the sense of the uneasiness of memory —
the memory of past violence that slips away
and the memory of a scar being made.
Lê’s focus on viewing Vietnam both as the
‘other’ and as a part of himself is a worthy
topic. A few works at the exhibition’s opening,

however, show the artist not having settled
yet, using his weaving technique to great
effect but leaving the appropriated imagery
vapid and empty.
“Doi Moi (Napalmed Girl)” interweaves
the iconic image of girls straggling down
the road after the Hiroshima bomb blast of
World War II with junk food labels. Looking
at it, the combination of imagery feels worse
than inappropriate; it feel like the artists
wanted to shock people with little regard
for depth or meaning. The same emptiness is felt in the artist’s appropriation of
Renaissance painting; it’s just playing conceptualism by the numbers.
But despite the strength of most of the
work, the show is disjointed. The gallery
installation is slapdash with uneven walls
and strange distances. It almost entirely lacks
a sense of forward momentum, save for the
front gallery. Even then, the center of the first
gallery is taken up by a projection screen,
which is entirely too distracting and actively
takes away from the work in the gallery.
This exhibition was organized by the
Bellevue Arts Museum in Bellevue, WA. It
shows that “A Tapestry of Memories: The Art
of Dinh Q. Lê” was not developed specifically
for Tufts, and that there was not enough work
put into the transition. This is a failing of the
gallery, not the artist. Seeing the show re-installed would do so much more for the work
as well as the Tufts University Art Gallery.

In film, Biggie’s temper is limited to petty squabbles over shoe sizes
NOTORIOUS

continued from page 5

aka Notorious B.I.G., is widely considered one of the greatest rappers
of all time. Originally a drug dealer
in Brooklyn, Biggie lived for 24 years
before his murder, which remains
unsolved. He became one of the
most important figures in East Coast
hip hop and was entangled in East
Coast/West Coast hip-hop battles,
assault charges and many problematic relationships. In this way, Biggie
embodied all the glamour and violence of the ’90s rap scene.
The cast plays off of the confidence Woolard brings to the
screen. Two supporting actresses, Antonique Smith and Naturi
Naughton, portray two of his
failed romances with spunk and
fire. Angela Bassett does a great job
in the role of his mother, and the
whole cast adds level of richness
and character to the film.
The cast fails, however, when it
comes to examining Biggie’s character: The movie skips through the
details of his biography and gives a
superficial, cartoonish portrayal of
his life rather than an in-depth look
at the real Notorious B.I.G. Watching
“Notorious” is almost like reading
Wikipedia.org: It is interesting, even
entertaining, but the information
seems trivial and slightly biased.
Much of the time, the movie’s
lack of biographical depth doesn’t
matter because the story is so much
fun. The scene when Biggie records
“Juicy,” for example, is especially
entertaining because the movie
does not need to dive too deep for
hilarious material. The actors do all
the work and manage to communicate the crazed, drug-infused state
of affairs.

While some scenes are funny
and help to develop Biggie’s character, at other points, the plot
seems to take the film away from
the story of who Biggie was and
into what he did. The narration
of “Notorious” is partly to blame.
Although Woolard’s acting is great,
his voiceovers are not, and when
he narrates, the movie feels rushed
and a little sloppy, simply going
through the motions of a standard
biopic rather than experimenting
with or trying anything new.
Unlike its subject matter,
“Notorious”-the-movie will not
have a major impact on anything
because of its superficial treatment
of the titular character. Biggie comes
off as a stereotypical heroic figure
instead of an actual person with
flaws, as the film actively ignores
the rougher aspects of his life. For
example, the movie skims over the
details of his atrocious treatment of
his girlfriends, which may have to
do with the fact that one of the producers is Biggie’s mother, Voletta
Wallace. It is her mark, not the rapper’s, which dominates many of the
scenes, leading the audience to see
Biggie’s temper in curious ways. He
is shown getting angry over badly
sized shoes, but not many other,
more personal issues.
If the movie were more willing
to take an unbiased approach to
the main character, viewers would
have found a more interesting,
multi-layered person.
“Notorious” is certainly a good
movie that captures the spirit, excitement and drama of ’90s rap. It fails,
however, to take the risks needed to
get inside the real Notorious B.I.G.,
ultimately keeping this movie from
becoming great.

rottentomatoes.com

The big screen is the most appropriate venue to witness the life of this prolific rapper.
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EDITORIAL

No room for corruption

Evans R. Clinchy
Editor-in-Chief

Editorial | Letters

Massachusetts Speaker of the House
Salvatore DiMasi announced his resignation yesterday amid charges of financial impropriety involving influencepeddling with friends and lobbyists.
DiMasi had represented the North End
since 1978 and was heavily involved in
legislation supporting gay rights and
health care reform in addition to his
opposition of Governor Deval Patrick’s
bid to bring casinos to Massachusetts.
Speaker DiMasi’s financial impropriety is especially distressing at
a time when the entire country —
and Massachusetts in particular — is
undergoing a severe recession and dire
budgetary outlook. Although DiMasi’s
departure from the Bay State political scene was mercifully swift (he did,
of course, take the obligatory shot at
the shadowy conspirators and gambling lobbyists who, according to him,
were really to blame for his moral fail-

ings), we at the Daily cannot help but
feel dismayed by the moral lassitude
of some of our men and women in
elected office. From former Rep. Mark
Foley (R-Fla)’s sexual shenanigans to
former Rep. William Jefferson (D-La)’s
cold cash to Gov. Rod Blagojevich
(D-Ill.)’s profanity-laced machinations
to former Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska)’s
lobbyist-funded home, we have seen
over the past few years that corruption in America is not limited to any
group or party. Moreover, we have seen
that some of the worst violators of the
public trust are those charged with
upholding it.
This is certainly not to say that politicians as a group are immoral or dishonest. Indeed, the vast majority of those
who hold elected office are people who
play by the rules and have a real desire to
serve the public, and it would be unfair
of us to doubt their obvious and com-

mendable will to serve. Nevertheless,
just as crimes committed by a police
officer are especially disheartening, so
too are wrongdoings perpetrated by
the men and women who take a vow to
serve the public above themselves.
America today finds itself in a precarious position. A new administration in Washington faces a financial
crisis and two long wars, and foreign
adversaries continue to demonize our
interests abroad. We the people simply
do not have the time or the patience to
put up with this kind of injurious disservice from those who are tasked with
bettering our nation and upholding
our way of life.
In an article in the Boston Globe
yesterday, DiMasi said that the enemies
he has made in the casino industry “are
going to be pretty happy by the fact
I won’t be here.” To be honest, Mr.
Speaker, so will we.
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Off the Hill | University of Maine

U.S. government must stop targeting journalists
by

Mario Moretto

The Maine Campus

Last Tuesday on MSNBC’s “Countdown
with Keith Olbermann,” former National
Security Agency (NSA) analyst Russell Tice
disclosed that he was ordered to wiretap
certain organizations in order to “not target” them — to not “harpoon the wrong
people,” so they would not be spied on by
his organization.
Tice confessed that the agency not
only “had access to all Americans’
communications, faxes, phone calls
and their computer connections,” but
also “looked over” American journalists and news organizations. Tice was
told that this was just to clear them,
so they wouldn’t be targeted the way
that terror suspects were. When Tice
noticed that the surveillance was
occurring “24/7, 365 days a year,” he
started to investigate. Shortly thereafter, he was fired.
When Olbermann asked to what
extent this had taken place, Tice
replied, “It would be everything.” He
also reported that all media surveillance was digitized and stored electronically somewhere. Apparently the
government was saving this info for
posterity’s sake.
This means that anything from
e-mails sent to a journalist’s children
from a work computer to internal editorial decisions made by editors-in-

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

chief all over the country were under
the watchful eye of the NSA.
Tice was one of the anonymous
sources cited in the 2005 New York
Times story that first reported on
our recently departed administration’s use of warrantless wiretapping
on American citizens, blowing the
cover off one of the greatest abuses
of government power under the Bush
White House.
The role of a free and independent
press corps in a modern democracy is
perhaps even more important now than
it was when Thomas Carlyle observed
the media’s role as “the fourth estate” in
1841. In the midst of globalized markets
and authority, the media can — and
should — be the largest check and balance in our 21st-century world. When
the government acts as a check on
journalism, the journalist’s role as the
fourth estate becomes defunct.

Obviously these claims require investigation — which I sincerely hope will
take place promptly and thoroughly —
but if what Tice said is true, the most
important question arising from this
information is: Why? What legitimate
reason could there be to systematically
target the communications of media
organizations and journalists?
I’m no expert in the field of information harvesting, but I don’t see
any value in the federal government,
or any agency, knowing the details of
the telephone and e-mail correspondences of the press corps — unless
that same government wants to keep
tabs on the journalists charged with
the task of keeping tabs on it. Unless
a far more valid reason for this sort of
Orwellian surveillance surfaces, the
NSA should immediately desist in the
collection of private media-related
communications.

Corrections
In the photo accompanying the Jan. 26 article “Jones locked into NCAAs after
strong BU meet,” the photo caption incorrectly identified the athlete as Nakeisha
Jones. The photo was of Kanku Kabongo.
In the photo accompanying the Jan. 26 article “Popular artist creates mural on
campus,” the photo caption incorrectly identified the man in the picture as Shepard
Farey. The photo was of one of Farey’s installers.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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Off the Hill | Penn State UNIversity

Keeping BlackBerry a selfish act for Obama
by

Margaret Miceli
The Daily Collegian

Newly elected President Barack Obama is said
to surround himself with a circle of close friends
and advisors at his new address, 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue. But his most trusted companion may be a
50 x 106.7 millimeter black smartphone — his everpresent BlackBerry.
Obama’s attachment to his precious BlackBerry is
legendary — throughout the campaign, he was rarely
seen without it strapped to his belt. Aides reported it
was constantly abuzz with a stream of messages, and
Obama checked it incessantly. (Lest we think these
were all matters of national importance, The New
York Times reported Obama often sent messages like
“Sox!” when the Chicago White Sox won a game.)
Like all past sitting presidents, Obama assumed
he would have to give up his personal e-mail address
because of security concerns upon taking office.
But White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs
announced Thursday that Obama would not have
to be separated from his BlackBerry after all. A compromise with White House officials will allow Obama
to keep the device, though its use will be limited to
close personal friends and White House senior staff,
Gibbs said.
Obama will be the first sitting president to even
use e-mail, let alone e-mail on a mobile device,
according to the Associated Press. Even as recently
as 2001, former President George W. Bush was forced
to give up his personal e-mail address when he took
office. (Al Gore, however, used a government e-mail
address in the later years of his vice presidency. I
guess it helps to have invented the Internet.)
Obviously, the security concerns inherent in using
any type of computer messaging are worrisome.
Aides have said security will be enhanced on Obama’s
BlackBerry and only a few trusted counselors will
have access to it. But no computer is completely safe,
and any communication sent from one could potentially be intercepted. Also, if the BlackBerry were to
be lost or stolen, the messages stored on it would be
of high interest to terrorist organizations.
But of greater concern to the country than security issues should be Obama’s apparent dependence
on the device. When asked in November if he would
willingly give up his BlackBerry, Obama reportedly
replied, “They’re going to pry it from my hands.” This
statement, coupled with the reports from the campaign trail, paint a picture of a man so attached to his
BlackBerry that he finds it extremely difficult to be
away from it — the very definition of an addiction. Is

mct

it really a good thing for the president of the United
States — a man who routinely makes decisions our
lives may hinge upon — to be addicted to anything?
Obama emphasized his tech savvy during the
campaign, and it is part of what won him the election. Obviously, it’s important for a president to be
comfortable around technology. But there is such a
thing as becoming too dependent upon technology,
and putting the country in danger by sending sensitive e-mail or becoming fixated on a time-wasting
device may be crossing the line. In the middle of a

tense showdown with Putin or Ahmadinejad, do we
really want Obama to be distracted by friends updating him on the latest Chicago sports teams’ scores?
Being the president of the United States is not a
job — it’s a lifestyle. Like it or not, when you take
the oath of office you give up certain rights and
privileges enjoyed by average citizens — and every
president-elect knows it. Obama holding on to his
BlackBerry even in the face of such overwhelming
national security concerns is the height of selfishness, and Americans should recognize it as such.

Off the Hill | University of Southern California

PETA protesters protect all but human rights
by

Christopher Agutos
The Daily Trojan

We Americans can talk and talk and talk and talk
some more, expressing ourselves without rules of
censorship and without worry of reprimand. This
right we are given allows us to use our words in influential, meaningful ways and provides us with the
unique opportunity to extend our voices to groups
that may really need them.
Today, speaking for the rights of those who can’t
speak for themselves is fairly common. Society’s opinionated nature invites anti-abortion groups to actively
picket the killing of voiceless, unborn human fetuses.
When the little guy at work is being stepped on and
crushed, our freedoms present the perfect situation
for determined labor unions to step in and defend
him against mistreatment by greedy, big-business
conglomerates.
And by representing a furrier, four-legged constituency whose rights have repeatedly been forgotten,
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
is a part of this movement, eager to impose steep
lifestyle changes on the American people and to publicly attack and humiliate those who are personally
unwilling to comply.
But it’s all for a good cause, of course.
In recent memory, the screaming match between
the animal rights activists and a culture that depends
highly on the consumption of animal products has
grown exhausted, not to mention suffocatingly
hostile.
Last fall, actresses and budding fashion designers
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen were hit by the organization after the two decided to include fur pieces
in their clothing line. Renamed by the PETA staff as
the “Trollsen twins,” “Hairy-Kate and Trashley” were
objects of ridicule for weeks, lambasted publicly on
the PETA Web site and in person.
PETA supporters were able to print gaudy Halloween
masks of the pair from PETA’s Web site to wear during events, while protestors proudly displayed their

official PETA-sanctioned demonstration signs, which
proclaimed messages such as “Trollsens: Fur Hags
From Hell” and “Hairy-Kate and Trashley Olsen:
Fur Tramps.”
But the people at PETA are out-doing themselves.
Now their offensive, out-of-line character bashes
aren’t just aimed at the usual offenders — fur-wearing celebrities and high fashion designers — but at
everyday, meat-eating you and me.
When a photo surfaced of singer Jessica Simpson
wearing a shirt that said “Real Girls Eat Meat,” it did
not take PETA long to retaliate. Aside from doctoring the photo by changing Simpson’s shirt to say
“Stupid Girls Eat Meat,” PETA’s spokesperson argued
that Simpson does not “have a right to eat what
she wants” and that “eating meat is about suffering
and death.”
The statement bitterly implied that even good,
law-abiding citizens who eat meat should either seek
alternatives or feel ashamed for what they are having
for dinner.
Months later, the fight continued with PETA’s team
rallying for more costly health insurance policies for
meat-eaters and lower premiums for, no surprise,
vegetarians.
With its launch of malicious shame attacks more
fully engaged than ever, the organization has shown
greater, unprovoked aggression and hostility to its
enemies than its enemies have shown to animals.
Since last year, PETA has become so increasingly
opposed to the use of animal products that it even
suggested women do their part to contribute to the
production of ice cream; up in arms over the age-old
idea of farmers using cows to produce milk, PETA
urged ice cream-makers to switch from normal milk
to human breast milk.
The implausible proposal was hardly seen as a
gesture made for the good of the cows, but rather as a
disguised attack on women who, just like the victims
of PETA’s public blows, supposedly waive decency
and common courtesy with the decision to consume
animal products.

Objectifying women and suggesting the manufacturing of their breast milk as a product closely
follows PETA’s history of degrading humans. The
organization has no qualms about ripping apart
the use of animals for entertainment purposes, and
PETA certainly has nothing against employing sexual
objectification as a strategy for its visual campaign.
PETA’s featuring of racy advertisements exploiting naked men and women as an appropriate means
to promote animal rights seems counterintuitive,
doesn’t it?
The organization’s choice to present humans as
public images of “meat” (for lack of a better word)
once again rehashes PETA’s blind eye to the notion
that while animal rights are important, respecting
fellow human beings as well as the diversity of intellectual opinion holds the same importance.
Now, I’d be kidding myself if I didn’t think sticking
up for animals was a good thing.
Safeguarding the rights of the precious rabbits,
chinchillas, puppies and “sea kittens” is a tough and
commendable job, one that should be recognized
and appreciated; however, the cruel manipulation of
a most sacred liberty to bully and coerce others into
adopting a new belief system is plainly uncalled for
and unethical.
PETA remains functioning on one solid, narrowminded philosophy: the loudest one in the room
wins. The only problem with that argument is that
once we get out of our diapers, it no longer applies.
In a world of thinking, competent adults, usually
the loudest, most obnoxious person gets tuned out,
coldly ignored and shuffled away somewhere in a box
marked “irrelevant.” Rather than shoving an unfamiliar dogma down people’s throats, PETA’s loud passion
could much better be put to use educating others
about the injustices that animals face today.
So, in the coming year, if PETA should learn one
thing, it must be that we Americans can sure talk and
talk and talk.
But sometimes, it’s best we just keep our mouths
shut.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 800 to 1,200 words in length. Editorial cartoons and Op-Eds in the form of cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to
appear in the Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format.
Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Housing
3 and 4 BR Apts.
Both beautiful apartments have
been completely refinished. Entire
house rebuilt. Great location close
to main campus. Parking option
available. Rental available 9/1/09.
$1800 and $2300. No fees. Just
Beautiful. Call (781) 526-8471.
Thanks.
4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Apt.
Amazing location, 2 blocks from
Tufts, newly renovated, stunningly
beautiful. Huge sunny rooms, 2
new bathrooms, new hardwood
floors, new designer windows,
new heating, electric, kitchen.
Parking negotiable. Available 9/1/09
$2400. No fees. (781) 396-4657

Housing
3 Bedroom, Curtis Ave.
53 Curtis Ave. Somerville. 3 BR
Eat-in Kitchen, Full Living room,
new decks, laundry system, parking, new heating system and windows. $2000. Russ 978 663-6370
6 Bedroom Apt at Tufts
Large 6 bdrm/2 bath on Walker
St, across from Tufts football
field, newly updated, washer/
dryer, lots of off-street parking,
storage, porches, yard, subletting
O.K., $625/bdrm/month, available
June 1. Call Tom 617-413-5716 or
TomCDriscoll@comcast.net
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Housing

Housing

Great 4 Br Apt Available
for next school year. June 1,
2009 - May 30th 2010 - Right near
school. Last one left $2450 - Call
617-448-6233

3 and 4 Bedroom Apartments
(781) 863-0440 No fees, $525$645/BR. Clean modern apartments next to Tufts on quiet
street. New washer & dryer.
Large modern kitchens with new
refrigerators, dishwashers, and oak
cabinets. Bathrooms remodeled.
Hardwood floors, front and back
porches, garages.

Available for Lease
3 Bedroom, very close to campus, for school year 2009-2010.
Common room, big kitchen, parking - ACT NOW WONT LAST. Call
617-448-6233

Housing

Wanted

4 Bedroom, Curtis Ave.
53 Curtis Ave. Somerville. 4 BR
Eat-in Kitchen, Full Living room,
new decks, laundry system, parking, new heating system and windows. $2400. Russ 978 663-6370

Sperm Donors Needed
Cambridge.
Up to 1200 dollars a month.
Healthy MEN, wanted for
California Cryobanks sperm donor
program. APPLY ONLINE www.
spermbank.com

4 Bedroom Apt at Tufts
Large 4 bdrm on Walker St., across
from Tufts football field, newly
updated, washer/dryer, lots of offstreet parking, storage, porches,
yard, subletting O.K, $625/bdrm/
month., available June 1. Call Tom
617-413-5716 or TomCDriscoll@
comcast.net

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Gardel dominates for Jumbos
on the diving board at MIT

Unsuspecting Jumbos thrown into match
with intimidating opponent in No. 5 Yale

WOMEN’S SWIMMING

WOMEN’S SQuash

Jumbo junior Meredith Cronin.
The sophomore, who qualified for
the NCAA Championships in three
events last year, showed why she
is a force in the longer distance
freestyle events with another win,
this time in the 500 free.
“Even if we don’t have the best
times right now, it will come,”
senior tri-captain Kayla Burke
said. “And we still have some
amazing times; we had some
girls do personal bests, and that
is awesome during the season
because our bodies are broken
down ... You just push through,
and that makes you stronger for
the rest of the season.”
Gardel, last week’s NESCAC
co-Performer of the Week, once
again dominated on the diving
board. The All-American junior
had her best day of the season,
dominating both the 1-meter
and 3-meter events with scores
of 281.50 and 264.55, respectively. Gardel’s classmate Kelsey
Bell also put forth a solid performance in the diving events,
picking up a third-place finish in
the 1-meter and a second in the
3-meter.
Cronin also racked up the
points for the Jumbos, finishing
behind Kono for second in the
1000 free but truly shining in the
backstroke events. She won the
100-yard event and was involved
in the closest race of the day,
falling behind early to Engineer
freshman Allison Alwan in the
200 backstroke before coming
up just short in a valiant comeback and losing by one hundredth of a second.
Tufts got solid contributions
from a number of first-year
swimmers. Annie Doisneau led
a sweep of the 200 freestyle with
a time of 1:58.28, besting classmates Eacret and Katie Russell.
Russell also added second place
finishes in the 500 freestyle and
the 200 butterfly, followed in the
latter by Doisneau.
“A lot of the freshmen, they
did a lot,” Burke said. “It was
hard — two of the freshmen
actually had to swim in the 200
free and then get back on the
blocks in the 200 fly. There are
no complaints; they just do it.
And it’s stuff like that that is
inspirational to watch.”
Senior Jen Chao and sophomore Amy Jacobi, both of
whom finished with two individual wins, led MIT. Chao won
both the 100 and 200 butterfly, while Jacobi excelled in the
sprints with wins in the 50 and
100 freestyle, both times beating
out O’Neill. Still, Tufts’ overall
strength showed in this victory.
“It definitely steps us up to be
more excited going into other
meets,” Burke said. “We have a
really good record going right now,
and that motivates us. We have
two more meets, and we want to
do well in those and be 8-1 at the
end of the year. Having that one
extra win is a lot better than 7-2.”

ing in as our No. 2,” Herrmann
said. “Now, [Barba] and I are in
the middle of the lineup. That
brings players to where they
should be playing. With all the
injuries, everyone was playing
up three spots, and that makes a
big difference in squash.
“The team really needed [the
win] for morale,” Herrmann continued. “After this win, we are really excited for matches to come.”
The Jumbos notched wins
in the 3-9 spots on the ladder
after losing the No. 1 and No.
2 matches. Returning to play
just their second matches after
being injured, both Barba and
Herrmann dominated their
opponents at No. 4 and No.
5, respectively, each giving up
just one point in their threegame sweeps.
Tufts saw especially thrilling matches from sophomore
Valerie Koo and senior Caroline
Choi. Koo came back from a
first-game loss to take the next
three and pull out a four-game
victory featuring scores of 6-9,
9-2, 9-4, 10-9.
But undoubtedly the most
exciting match came from the
No. 8 spot, as Choi battled to
victory in five games.
“[Choi] played to her [opponent’s] weakness — her backhand,” assistant coach Kelsey
Engman said. “She made sure
she got back to the ‘T’ to be ready
for anything the girl could hit
and put everything back to her
backhand. The fifth game was
very intense, and I think that’s

continued from page 16

James Choca/Tufts Daily

Junior Kelsey Bell helped the
Jumbos to a 170-130 victory over
the MIT Engineers this weekend.
Even with last week’s loss to
NESCAC powerhouse Williams
in a tri-meet that also included
Wesleyan, the Jumbos are enjoying one of their finest seasons
in recent memory. The team’s
record stands at 6-1 heading into
their last head-to-head setting of
the season next weekend in a trimeet with Bates and Wheaton. If
Tufts beats both opponents, it
would be the first time the team
finished with only one loss since
the 2002-2003 season.
“Williams was a loss in the
record book, but it was kind
of anticipated,” Swett said. “In
swimming, a lot of times you
will know going in whether they
have better swimmers. This meet
was pretty close; we are pretty
compatible teams, and MIT is a
pretty big rival of ours.”
Tufts has two meets left before
a long layoff prior to the NESCAC
championships. Next week will
be the last of the dual meets
for the season, and the Jumbos
will be gunning to earn the 8-1
mark. But more importantly, the
team hopes it will continue to
improve as championship season looms on the horizon.
“Right now is a time for some
of us who have built up our
endurance and our stamina for
the rest of the season to look at
our individual races and little
things like turns and starts and
the way we swim a race,” Swett
said. “The meet next weekend
will be similar to this week, but
soon a lot of us will be tapering
and slowing down as we prepare
for NESCACs.”

continued from page 16

where our fitness came into play.
She just outlasted the girl.”
Choi pulled out the final
game by just two points for a
2-9, 9-6, 5-9, 9-1, 10-8 victory
and a much-needed momentum boost.
“When she won 10-8 in the
tiebreak in the fifth game, the
whole team was celebrating
because she stuck in it and did
what she had to do to win,”
senior tri-captain Simone
Grant said.
With the victory, Tufts hopes
to begin a new chapter late in
the season, using this win as a
catalyst to spur others.
“The real test is from here
to see what we can do,” coach
Doug Eng said. “Conn. College is
the first one under the belt and a
step in the right direction.”
The win broke a streak of six
straight losses to open up the
season, the most recent being a
defeat on the hands of the Yale
Bulldogs on Friday.
The Jumbos drove to Yale
with no intention of playing the
College Squash Association’s
(CSA) No. 5-ranked team in the
nation, but with the scheduled
opponent, Franklin & Marshall,
unable to compete, Tufts was
matched up with the perennial
powerhouse.
Outmatched, Tufts fell in all
nine matches, each of them in
straight games. Still, Engman
commended certain players
on particularly strong performances given their challenging
opponents.
“[Michael] had a good match,”
Engman said. “She was definite-

ly competitive, and every point
was very close. She was the
highlight in that match. [Grant]
was also right in every point.”
The Yale match marked the
end of a difficult schedule for
Tufts, which included playing
four top-10 opponents in the
first seven matches. While the
lopsided matches may have
been discouraging, the team
has managed to take something
away from each match thus far.
“It’s a learning experience,”
Herrmann said. “It has been
tough to have a season playing
so many top-10 teams, but at
same time, there are things you
can learn from every match. Just
watching them play at that level
and playing out points with them
shows you where you are stronger
than you might have thought and
what areas you need to work on.
You learn a lot about your ability
and can get a lot out of the match
even if you don’t get the win.”
From this point on, the
Jumbos will face much more
evenly matched competition, including Northeastern
University this evening. The
No. 25-ranked Huskies will host
the No. 18-ranked Jumbos in a
rematch of a lopsided 8-1 Tufts
victory last year. Despite the
easy win last December, Tufts
will not go into the match feeling overconfident.
“We think it’s going to be
close,” Eng said. “We are confident and I think we have the
edge. We have to be mentally
very tough, stay on top of
the other team and keep the
fundamentals.”

Diving corps shows depth behind Matera
MEN’S SWIMMING
continued from page 16

over the weekend, senior quad-captain James
Longhurst was the lone Tufts swimmer to win
an event. Longhurst placed first in the 100-yard
breaststroke, swimming only 0.27 seconds slower than the day before despite a lack of rest.
Matera also added a runner-up finish in
the 1-meter dive, which came as one of eight
second-place performances for the Jumbos.
Freshman Alex Strittmatter and the Tufts “A”
team were both under a second shy of winning
their respective races in the 500 freestyle and
the 200 medley relay. Freshman Owen Rood
missed first place in the 50 yard freestyle event
by just .11 seconds, beating out the third place
swimmer by .35.
“Although we didn’t come out on top against
BU, on a lot of the close races for second, third
and fourth, people were beating the swimmers
next to them, and that’s what’s going to matter
at the end of the season,” Accomando said.
On Saturday, Tufts fell to MIT 182-116, again
placing first in only one swimming event as
Longhurst won the 100 breaststroke by 1.05
seconds to earn nine points for the Jumbos.
Tufts also placed second in six events, including the 200 freestyle and the 400 medley.
The second-place marks in these relay events
were deflating for a Jumbo squad with high
expectations.
“It seemed like some people were expecting to swim all-time bests or in-season best
times, and when that didn’t happen every single

race, it really brought down the intensity level,”
Accomando said. “Coach [Adam Hoyt] reminded the team after the MIT meet that at this point
in the season, we shouldn’t be focused on our
[relay] teams. We need to stay in the moment
and focus on the race.”
Led by Matera, the divers, arguably the most
dependable athletes on the team, added 31
points to the score in just two events. Sophomore
Trevor Stack placed second in both of the dives,
with freshman Alex Freedman finishing third in
the 3-meter for a one-two-three sweep.
“Our divers are extremely valuable to our
team even though they are often overlooked,”
Longhurst said. “They consistently get first and
second place finishes, which helps our team
tremendously.”
Tufts will face MIT one more time before
NESCAC Championships in the Feb. 6th and
7th MIT/Middlebury Invitational. The matchup
against these two teams will be the Jumbos’ last
before they begin tapering and preparing for
the conference finals.
“The next MIT meet is a huge meet for us
because that will be the last meet of the season for just about half of our team,” Longhurst
said. “Those guys will start resting and tapering
soon while the others will continue to train for
NESCACs. It will be exciting to see what kind of
swims the team will be able to put together at
the invite being rested and after shaving.”
But in the meantime, the Jumbos will travel
to Lewiston, Maine to face Bates and Wheaton
this Saturday.
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Fencing

Epee squad shines in fencing’s first conference meet
by Jeremy

Greenhouse

Daily Editorial Board

The women’s fencing team
squared off against six schools
on Friday in Providence, Rhode
Island as part of the New England
Intercollegiate Women’s Fencing
Association’s (NEWIFA) first conference meet. By the end of the day,
it was a test of endurance as much
as skill.
“I won a bunch; I lost a bunch,”
freshman foilist Meredith Paul said.
“It was a long day.”
The Jumbos were helped by a
number of veteran teammates who
returned from semesters abroad,
including at least one junior for
each weapon with junior epee captain Becca Hughes, junior sabre
captain Alex Cheetham and junior
foilist Naomi Bryant rejoining their
respective squads.
“I did pretty well,” Hughes said of
her first competition after returning from South Africa. “The goal
was to have a good time and enjoy
ourselves. It was pretty tiring being
there all day, but I hadn’t competed
since the end of last season, and I
was thrilled with my results and the
results of everybody.”

Hughes’ epee squad went 5-1
on the day, registering wins against
Brown and Brandeis, the only two
teams in the Saturday competition to have earned votes in the
national poll.
“I feel like we all did better than
expected,” Hughes said. “Most
teams were really competitive,
strong programs. Beating Brown
was a huge deal, and beating
MIT [was] also. We beat one after
the other, so we were genuinely
confident. Dartmouth we weren’t
concerned with, and then beating Brandeis was great too. Epee
was great. We kept each other
focused, and once we started
winning, we wanted to keep up
that momentum.”
The only match epee lost
came in a narrow 5-4 decision
against Vassar.
“It was unprecedented,” Vassar
coach Bruce Gillman said. “Last year
was the first time we’d beaten Tufts
that I know about, and for years
before that Tufts had beaten us pretty well. For the first two years I was
here, Tufts rolled over us nicely. Last
year we just squeaked out a win, but
this year more than a squeak. All
three squads won, and considering

we went 2-4 on the day, that was our
most interesting result.”
The foil squad also fell 5-4 against
Vassar, while sabre was defeated 7-2
in the weapon that Gillman calls
his team’s strongest. But the epee
coups against Brown and Brandeis
more than offset the loss to Vassar
for the Jumbos.
“Our expectations for the day
weren’t that high,” sophomore
epeeist Georgia Ranes said. “We
went out there wanting to have
fun, and we were convinced
we’d get beaten by Brown and
Brandeis. Then we beat Brown so
our spirits were up, and when we
lost to Vassar, it was no big deal;
We killed Brandeis, too. Every
bout was like 5-1.
“With Brown, it especially feels
good because they’re one of our
biggest rivals,” Ranes continued.
“We don’t get along with their team.
There are bad feelings. The thing
with Brandeis was that they didn’t
put their starters against us, and
that was their biggest mistake.”
The epee squad featured
Hughes,
Ranes,
freshman
Michaela Paulson and sophomore
Coryn Wolk, who was singled out
by Gillbride as one of the stronger

fencers on the squad. Still, each of
the epeeists was happy with one
another’s performances.
“I was pretty impressed with
[Ranes],” Hughes said. “She did
a really good job, staying confident and focused, and that’s commendable. You can get stressed
out, but she did a really good job
of re-evaluating the circumstances when she wasn’t winning and
stayed confident.”
Ranes, in turn, heaped praise on
Wolk and Paulson.
“[Wolk] is great in competitions.
In these types of meets, one of us
will do well against one girl, and we
all have different styles. Michaela
Paulson was an alternate, and she
did great for her first tournament.
She kept her head. I think she won
most of the bouts we put her in.”
Although the epeeists found
success on the day, the Jumbos
struggled in the team results.
Brown and Vassar both picked
up 17-10 wins over the Jumbos,
while Brandeis came away with a
resounding 21-6 thrashing.
Senior foil captain Christine Lee
held her own, winning all three of
her bouts against Brown. Lee was
pleased with the rest of the foil

crew’s performance, though they
mostly came away empty-handed.
Paul also expressed satisfaction
with the results.
“Foil did really well,” Paul said.
“We faced some strong fencers, and
lost to people we should’ve lost to
who had more skill and more training. Some schools have stronger
teams than we do, but it was a
learning result as a whole.”
Tufts will fence the next two
weekends, with two of three meets
over that span coming at home. This
weekend, NYU will come to Jackson
Gym, and the second conference
meet of the year will also be held
at Tufts on Feb. 7. The Jumbos will
have their hands full with the reputable NYU team, which received
national votes in the Coaches’ Poll,
but the fencers look forward to the
home challenge.
“Fencing at home is great
because it’s a sport not many people know about, and it’s nice to
have people come watch,” Hughes
said. It’s not like a normal game. It’s
an actual event, so it’s nice to fence
in the gym we practice in. We’re
used to our floors and our equipment, and we get to sleep in our
own beds.”

Regional foe Northeastern awaits as Jumbos hunt for third straight win
MEN’S SQUASH

tinue to play toward the middle of the lineup
at Nos. 3, 4 and 5, allowing Rassel, Levinson
and fellow tri-captain Chris Martin to compete at lower positions compared with the fall
season’s slate.
“Clearly [winning consistently] wasn’t possible given the way Josh, Chris and I were losing while playing [Nos.] 3, 4, 5 or whatever it
was this fall, and having the opportunity now
to play 7, 8, 9 is pretty directly attributable to
the lift these guys give us,” Rassel said.
“Besides the fact that they’re all great squash
players and great people to have on the team,
they are all juniors, so they have a lot of experience on the court, and it really helps give us a
lot of depth,” Levinson added.
The Jumbos will continue to exercise
their revamped lineup this evening as they
hit the road to compete at Northeastern.
While the squad has easily brushed the
Huskies aside the last four seasons, Rassel
emphasized the importance of taking the
opposition seriously.
“Northeastern is a really rising program
at present,” Rassel said. “For some reason
their recruiting efforts have worked pretty well
over the past two seasons, so it’s nothing to
take lightly, and we look at it as another great
opportunity to go out and keep applying the
character and principles that we want to develop going into the weekend [at NESCACs].”

pulled off a remarkable comeback, winning
9-7 in the fifth and deciding set after falling
behind early on by a score of 7-1 to his Big Red
opponent, freshman Martin Prentice.
“That was one of the first matches played
and we didn’t realize at the time how big that
was, but that happened in a lot of people’s
games; people would get down several points
and then just come back and fight very hard,”
Levinson said. “In our past it’s been disappointing because we’ve had matches where
it’ll be close and then we’d lose because of our
fitness or because we weren’t thinking properly, and to see it come together this early was
a very proud moment for the team.”
“We won with some of our, so to speak,
least talented players winning at [Nos.] 9, 8,
7, 6 — just guys who were ready to burn it
out and work hard, and we had a great win
at No. 3 out of Ben Rind,” Rassel added. “It
wasn’t a skill win; it was a hard win, and that
was huge for us.”
And despite kicking off its January match
play with a 9-0 loss against No. 16 Franklin &
Marshall Friday, a match also played at Yale,
Tufts feels ready for the challenges that other
higher-ranked teams will pose later this season, especially given the reinforcement for its
starting ladder. While the final composition
of the lineup has not yet been determined,
Bradley, Delury and Leighton will likely con-

continued from page 16

captain Josh Levinson added. “Just about
everyone on the team stuck with the plan
and really worked hard over break. Going into
these matches, I feel that everyone did their
part as far as preparation goes.”
In competition on Saturday afternoon, the
Jumbos breezed past NESCAC foe and traditional conference doormat Conn. College
8-1. Prior to that, the squad gutted out a hard
fought 5-4 victory over the Denison Big Red, a
team ranked just below Tufts at No. 21 in the
national rankings. The Big Red, a program
from Ohio that has rarely, if ever, been on the
Jumbo’s schedule, offered the team its first
opportunity to dig deep and squeeze out a
close win against a comparable school in a
match hosted by Yale.
“As far as we know, we’ve never played
Denison — I think at least going back to the
’80s, we’ve never had a match against them,”
Levinson said. “They’re always ranked around
where we are, so we knew it was going to be a
tight match … and during pre-match preparation we all had the mentality that we needed
to win it.”
In an apt example of the squad’s newfound
depth, Tufts swept the bottom of the ladder,
claiming wins at Nos. 6 through 9. Meanwhile,
sophomore Ben Rind, competing at No. 3,

StatISTICS | Standings

SCHEDULE | Jan. 27 - Jan. 31
TUE

Men's Basketball
(7-10, 0-4 NESCAC)
NESCAC

W
Middlebury 4
Williams
4
Amherst
3
Colby
3
Bowdoin
1
Trinity
1
Bates
1
Wesleyan
1
Conn. Coll. 0
Tufts
0

L
0
0
0
0
2
2
3
3
4
4

OVERALL

W
16
14
14
12
11
5
9
5
9
7

L
2
5
2
4
5
10
8
11
8
10

Individual Statistics
RPG
8.9
4.5
2.9
2.6
5.1
1.9
3.4
1.3
0.8
1.3
2.1
1.0
1.4

APG
1.2
1.5
1.4
4.9
0.9
0.6
0.4
1.1
1.5
0.2
0.5
0.3
0.2

Jon Pierce
Dave Beyel
Aaron Gallant
Matt Galvin
Tom Selby
Dan Cook
James Long
Reed Morgan
A. Quezada
Bryan Lowry
Sam Mason
Peter Saba
Max Cassidy

PPG
21.5
12.6
12.3
5.8
4.6
4.2
4.0
3.7
3.6
2.1
1.9
0.9
0.8

Team

74.4 39.2 12.7

Women's Basketball
(13-2, 3-1 NESCAC)
NESCAC

W
Amherst
3
Bates
3
Tufts
3
Bowdoin
2
Trinity
2
Williams
2
Colby
1
Middlebury 1
Wesleyan
1
Conn. Coll. 0

L
0
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
3
4

OVERALL

W
18
14
13
14
13
7
9
7
9
6

L
0
5
2
4
2
11
7
10
7
10

Individual Statistics
RPG
8.5
4.2
6.5
4.3
2.9
5.9
0.7
3.5
2.1
0.3
0.6
0.5
0.8

Daily File Photo

Sophomore Alex Gross played at No. 1 for
the Jumbos in three matches this weekend
as the Jumbos posted victories over Denison
and Conn. College.

APG
0.9
5.3
1.1
2.1
1.9
1.1
0.5
1.7
0.2
0.3
0.4
1.0
0.8

Julia Baily
Colleen Hart
K. Tausanovitch
Kim Moynihan
Casey Sullivan
Rachel Figaro
Lindsay Weiner
Vanessa Miller
Katie Puishys
Stacy Filocco
Katie Wholey
Kate Barnosky
T. Kornegay

PPG
14.7
12.1
10.5
9.7
8.1
7.9
3.1
2.6
1.8
1.4
1.3
1.1
1.1

Team

73.6 43.8 16.9

Ice Hockey

(7-7-1, 4-6-1 NESCAC/ECAC East)
NESCAC

W
Middlebury 9
Amherst
8
Trinity
8
Williams
7
Conn. Coll. 4
Hamilton
5
Bowdoin
4
Tufts
4
Colby
3
Wesleyan 2

L
1
2
3
2
4
6
6
6
6
8

T
1
1
0
2
3
0
1
1
2
1

OVERALL

W
12
10
11
9
8
6
7
7
4
2

L
2
4
4
4
5
9
7
7
8
12

T
1
1
0
2
3
1
1
1
3
1

Individual Statistics
Tom Derosa
Nick Resor
Dylan Cooper
Andy Davis
Mike Vitale
Matt Amico
Evan Story
Doug Wilson
Zach Diaco
Cory Korchin
Team

G
10
7
4
3
1
1
5
2
2
1
45

A
8
9
9
5
7
6
1
4
2
3
58

Pts.
18
16
13
8
8
7
6
6
4
4
113

Goalkeeping
Scott Barchard
Jay McNamara
Team

S
414
55
474

GA
40
9
54

S%
.912
.859
.898

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Men’s
Basketball

at Clark
7 p.m.

		
		
		
		

at Wesleyan
7 p.m.

at
Conn. Coll.
3 p.m.

Women’s
Basketball

		
		
		

		
		
		

vs. Wesleyan
7 p.m.

vs.
Conn. Coll.
3 p.m.

		
vs. Amherst
7 p.m.

vs. Hamilton
3:30 p.m.

		
		
		

Ice Hockey
Men’s
Swimming and
Diving

at Bates
w/ Wheaton
1 p.m.

Women’s
Swimming and
Diving

at Bates
w/ Wheaton
1 p.m.

Men’s Indoor
Track and Field

Tufts
Pentathlon
5 p.m.

Women’s
Indoor Track
and Field

Tufts
Invitational II
10 a.m.

Men’s
Squash

Women’s
Squash
		

		
at Northeastern 		
6:30 p.m.
		
		
		
at Northeastern
6:30 p.m.

		
		
		
		

NESCAC
NESCAC
Tournament at Tournament at
Trinity/Wesleyan Trinity/Wesleyan
TBA
TBA
NESCAC
NESCAC
Tournament at Tournament at
Trinity/Wesleyan Trinity/Wesleyan
TBA
TBA
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Sports

Inside Pro Cycling

Armstrong begins comeback to culminate
in return to Tour de France this July
by

Jeremy Greenhouse | Follow the Money

Super
Bowl
shuffling

Evan Cooper

Daily Editorial Board

Brett Favre was not the only superstar
that made a comeback from “retirement”
this year, though he may have received the
bulk of the media coverage. No, there is
another tights-clad sporting icon that is
making his own return to the professional
scene: Lance Armstrong.
Unlike Favre, who was only absent from
the NFL for the blink of an eyelid, Armstrong
really did hang up his racing wheels.
Following his record seventh consecutive
Tour de France win in 2005, Lance left the
sport of cycling. In the three years since,
he has occupied himself by running three
sub-three-hour marathons and expanding
his crusade against cancer at the helm of his
LiveStrong foundation. With the exception
of a few mountain bike races, he was a complete non-entity on the cycling scene.
In 2009, though, he is back in the saddle.
Since winning his first Tour in 1999,
Armstrong has been one of the most closely monitored athletes in the professional
sports world. No other cyclist has been subject to as many urine and blood tests as
he has, and, despite never failing a test,
Armstrong has always been surrounded by
a cloud of suspicion. In a sport with a long
history tainted by rampant cheating, it is
hard to believe that anyone could accomplish what he has without the help of the
best drugs and doctors available.
Jacques Anquetil, a great French cyclist of
the 1950s and ’60s and five-time Tour winner, once commented that it was unrealistic
that “they expect us to ride the Tour on mineral water.”
Today, though, dopers are more the exception than the rule, and strict regulations are
in place to make the sport as clean as possible. The testing protocols of professional
cycling may even soon serve as the standard
for other professional organizations like the
MLB and NFL, where testing is comparatively lax.
Armstrong has made this testing an integral part of his return to the professional
peloton (as the pack of cyclists in a race is
called). He has pledged to be as transparent as possible and publish publically the
results of all his blood and urine tests to
prove once and for all that he races — and
wins — cleanly.
But this comeback, according to
Armstrong, is not about a return to glory or
a crusade to clear his reputation, though it
is hard to imagine that he isn’t relishing the
return to competition just a little bit. His
focus, he says, is on his global cancer initiative. By returning to professional racing, he
hopes to promote cancer awareness and
help raise funds for research. In order to
gain exposure for his cause, Armstrong will
be doing a lot more than racing the Tour de
France, and his return may serve as a major
boost for the sport’s popularity in the U.S.
Due to his unparalleled success at the
famed race, many people might be inclined
to believe that the only race on Armstrong’s

15
Times a team has scored 74 points or
less in an NBA game this season. The
Boston Celtics scored 74 points in the
first half of Sunday afternoon’s game
alone en route to a 124-100 win over
the Dallas Mavericks. The victory was
the the Celtics’ eigth straight, with the
last six coming by double digits.

6
Times the men’s squash team has been
shut out this season, and also the
number of times it has lost. The No.
20 Jumbos won two of three matches
this weekend, with victories over No. 21
Denison and NESCAC rival Conn. College
Saturday. Friday was a different story, as
No. 16 Franklin & Marshall shut out the
Jumbos, whose record stands at 4-6 on
the season.

MCT

Lance Armstrong, shown here in the 2004 Tour de Georgia, has returned to the world
of pro cycling in 2009, joining up with UCI ProTeam Astana. He will next compete in the
nine-day Amgen Tour of California on Feb. 15.
calendar, or any other cyclist’s calendar for
that matter, is the Tour de France. This could
not be further from the truth.
A professional cyclist will race as many
as 100 or more days in a year, traversing the
globe to participate in major competitions
all over the world. There are two other major
stage races identical in format to the Tour de
France, called the Giro d’Italia and the Vuelta
España. Collectively, these three races are
known as the Grand Tours. There are also
numerous one-week-stage races — essentially shorter versions of these three races —
as well as countless one-day races.
The first such race for Armstrong and
many other cyclists this season was the Tour
Down Under in Adelaide, Australia.
The Tour, which ended this past Sunday,
is a six-stage race that takes place over
the course of six days. Races with this
format, such as the Tour de France, have
numerous different competitions going
on simultaneously.
Each day there is a winner of that individual stage, which is the first rider to cross
the finish line. The winner of the entire tour,
though, is the rider with the best cumulative
time over the course of all the stages. It is
possible, and even likely, to win a tour format
race while only winning a single, or sometimes no, individual stage. Armstrong, for
example, garnered just a single stage win on
four occasions while on his way to his seven
overall Tour de France titles. The winner of an
individual stage might simply lose too much
time on other more difficult stages to be in
overall contention.
Time bonuses are also often awarded
at the finish line to the top three finishers. These time bonuses play a major
factor in a race like the Tour Down Under,
in which there are not many long climbs
like those in the Alps and Pyrenees that
can cause major splits in the peloton and
allow riders to gain time on their rivals. In
the Tour Down Under, the peloton usu-

DAILY DIGITS
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The differential in bench points, in favor of
opponents, versus the Tufts men’s basketball team’s reserves in the last five games,
all Jumbo losses. Tufts has managed to
score just 82 points off the bench during its
losing streak while allowing opponents to
put up 208 points off the pine.

7.5

Years it took the NFL to work out a
settlement with Kelci Stringer, the widow
of former Minnesota Vikings offensive
lineman Korey Stringer. The 335-lb.
Stringer died in August of 2001 after
complications of heat stroke suffered at
the Vikings training camp in Mankato,
MN. The league has agreed to support
Kelci Stringer as she works to create a
heat illness prevention program.

ally arrives at the line fairly intact, resulting in a mass sprint finish contested by
the peloton’s fastest men over the final
500 meters. Consequently, time bonuses can be critical in determining the
overall winner.
Such was the case this year, when
Australian Allan Davis of the Belgian Union
Cycliste Internationale (UCI) ProTeam
Quick Step won the Tour by just 25 seconds. On his way to victory, Davis nabbed
three stage wins, all from bunch sprints,
securing the time bonuses he needed to
take the overall victory.
Armstrong finished 49 seconds down,
29th in the overall standings. The result is on
par with expectations as he earns his living
on the grueling mountain passes that rarely
see riders cross the line in groups.
As a member of team Astana, Armstrong
will not always be the favorite to win anymore. With 2007 Tour de France and 2008
Giro and Vuelta champion Alberto Contador
on the team, Armstrong will likely find himself in a supporting role, helping guide the
26-year-old Spanish phenom to victory. He
is, after all, 37 years old, and the oldest Tour
de France winner ever was 36.
The next major race for the professional peloton is the nine-day Amgen Tour of
California, which starts on Feb. 15. Armstrong
may not be the team captain there either,
as the defending champion, American Levi
Leipheimer, also rides for Astana.
It may take some time to find out just how
good Armstrong still is, as his opportunity to
race for the win may not come right away.
July’s Tour will be the ultimate test of whether
or not he has returned to his former glory, but
there will undoubtedly be a number of stops
along the way at the major one-day and stage
races for him to prove himself. No matter the
results, though, Armstrong’s journey this year
will serve as a great lesson for the American
audience: There is more to cycling than just
the Tour de France.

441
Minutes between penalties called in the
NHL All-Star game. Mike Komisarek of
the hometown Canadiens was called for
hooking in the third period of the game
Sunday, which the East won 12-11 in a
shootout. The last penalty before that had
been on Sandis Ozolinsh, then playing for
Carolina, in the 2000 All-Star game when
the format was still North America vs. the
World.

54

Days between losses for the Tufts women’s
basketball team. Playing without leading
scorer junior forward Julia Baily, the Jumbos were upset on their visit to Waterville ,
Maine by Colby. Before that, the last loss,
and the only other one of the season for
Tufts, came on November 30th at Cousens
Gym to Brandeis.

M

y favorite thing about the
Super Bowl is everything
besides the game itself.
The Super Bowl is anticipated to be watched by 95 million Americans.
NBC will be broadcasting the Super Bowl
for the first time since 1998, and because
the Super Bowl is by far the best advertising venue on TV, NBC will, of course, be
turning a profit. Thirty-second commercials are going for a record rate of nearly $3
million. Even in the midst of a recession,
these ads still appear to be sound investments, as the Super Bowl is expected to
record a Nielsen rating about double that
of the Academy Awards.
Of course, Pittsburgh and Arizona aren’t
nearly the media markets that Boston and
New York are, so it’s possible, even likely,
that this year’s Super Bowl will have lower
ratings than last year’s. Even so, NBC not
only has been able to sell commercials at
its requested rates but has even rejected
two potential advertisers. NBC refused a
spot by Ashley Madison, a company promoting extramarital affairs, and another
spot by the agency Cesario Migliozzi Inc.,
which planned to redistribute its 30-second spot to other advertisers for a lineup
of shorter spots.
Tampa Bay, the host city, is one place
where the recession will most definitely be
felt. Due to a lack of sponsors, organizers canceled a golf tournament in Tampa
scheduled for Super Bowl week. Moreover,
Sports Illustrated and Playboy pulled out of
their annual parties. The Super Bowl ought
to attract around 100,000 visitors, but the
amount of money they spend varies by city.
According to the official numbers,
Detroit brought in around $120 million
when it held the Super Bowl, while both
Miami and Arizona generated between
$450-500 million. These numbers are
incredibly inflated, as the estimated revenue doesn’t count displaced customers
and probably contains a fair amount of
boosterism. Comparably, Tampa businesses might bring up to $50 million in
extra revenue thanks to the Super Bowl.
Still, that’s nothing to sneeze at.
Most of the money changing hands
over the next couple of weeks will be
between bookies and bettors. The state of
Nevada expects to have about $100 million wagered on the game. There are some
traditional bets like the spread and over/
under (give me the Steelers favored by
seven and over 47 total points). But those
bets are boring. The real fun is in proposition bets. If you don’t like prop bets, then
there’s something wrong with you, my
friend. Vegas has set the over/under for
Jennifer Hudson’s anthem at 2:01. (Her
standard anthem is between 1:58 and 2:01,
so that’s a tough call. Yes, this has been
studied.) Will the Super Bowl MVP thank
his teammates or God first? (Give me God
at even money — at least I know that’s the
direction Kurt Warner would go.) What
color liquid will be dumped on the winning coach? (Transparent liquid put on
a dominant performance last year, and
it’s the favorite this year.) What songs will
Bruce Springsteen begin and end his halftime show with? (Hopefully “The Wrestler”
pulls through at 6/1. My favorite movie
of the year.) How many times will John
Madden allude to food? If you like losing
money in unconventional ways — as I do
— then go nuts.
There are some other interesting Super
Bowl tidbits. Tickets average around $4,000
on StubHub.com and currently range
from $1,475 to a maximum of $254,554.
Good thing that guy who paid for the
luxury suite threw in that additional $554
at the end. He almost got took. The winning players’ shares are worth 78 grand,
while Super Bowl rings, which cost around
$5,000 to produce, are appraised at five
times that and could probably be sold on
Ebay for five times more.
Right, and the Steelers and Cardinals
will be playing some sort of competition
on the field. Or something like that.

Jeremy Greenhouse is a sophomore who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached
at Jeremy.Greenhouse@tufts.edu.
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Women’s Swimming

Men’s Swimming & Diving

Matera punches ticket to Nationals, but
Jumbos as a team suffer losing weekend
by

Swett leads Tufts
to statement win
over rival MIT

Amanda Chuzi

Daily Staff Writer

Competing against Div. I schools
always brings a bit of a disadvantage for
the men’s swimming and diving team,

by

MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING
(4-3)
at Cambridge, Mass., Saturday
MIT
Tufts

Ethan Landy

Daily Editorial Board

Another meet brought another win this
weekend for the one-loss women’s swimming and diving team.
WOMEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING
(6-1)
at Cambridge, Mass., Saturday

182
116

at Hamilton Pool, Sunday

Tufts
MIT

Boston University 176
Tufts
122
but the Jumbos view the task as an
opportunity to be tested and to improve.
This weekend, junior diver Rob Matera
met that challenge head-on, capturing
wins in both the 1- and 3-meter dives on
Saturday at MIT and achieving NCAAqualifying marks.
Needing to qualify twice on one board
and once on the other over the course
of the season to punch his ticket to
Nationals, Matera added to his previous
qualifier in the 3-meter to earn a trip to
the meet, to be held March 18-21.
Matera followed up the performance
by coming through again for the Jumbos
on Sunday against BU, winning the
3-meter dive, but the team still fell short
at both meets over the weekend.
Despite the losses, the Jumbos
are still confident, with the start of
NESCAC Championships exactly one
month away.
“Did we win either of the meets?
No. Did everyone still put up awesome
times indicative of a strong finish at
NESCACs? Absolutely,” senior quadcaptain Peter Accomando said.
Sunday’s meet took place at Tufts’
own Hamilton Pool, changing the atmosphere of the meet from Saturday’s, but
not its outcome. BU defeated Tufts by a
score of 176-122 as, for the second time
see MEN’S SWIMMING, page 13

The Jumbos made a statement with a
170-130 win over MIT on Saturday, marking the second time the Jumbos have
defeated the Engineers this season after
beating them out by 41 points at the MIT
Invitational in December.
“It was a different setting [compared
to the MIT Invitational] with this meet
as the traditional dual meet style,” senior
tri-captain Katie Swett said. “The meet
was close on talent, and we had some
incredible swims. The invitational-style
meet tests how much depth a team has,
but the dual meet style this weekend
tested how much concentrated talent, so
it was kind of a different arena.”
Swett led the Jumbos, winning three
individual events on the day along with
a relay. She was backed by sophomore
Megan Kono and junior diver Lindsay
Gardel, each of whom took home two
first-place finishes.
Swett helped Tufts start the meet off
on the right foot, teaming with fellow
senior Michelle Caswell, sophomore
Maureen O’Neill and freshman Valerie
Eacret to win the 400-yard medley relay
in 4:08.61. Swett won the 100 breaststroke and the 200 breaststroke as well.
Her third individual victory of the day
came in the last individual event, a win
in the 400 IM in 4:47.54.
Kono got the first individual win of the
day in the 1,000 freestyle, besting fellow

James Choca/Tufts Daily

Sophomore Trevor Stack posted a pair of second-place performances behind teammate junior Rob Matera in both the 1- and 3-meter dives in a 182-116 loss to MIT
on Saturday.

Women’s Squash

170
130

see WOMEN’S SWIMMING, page 13

Men’s Squash

After falling to Yale, Jumbos rebound Jumbos leave Big
to take first win of season over Camels Red black and blue
by

Tim Judson

by

Daily Editorial Board

Thomas Eager

Daily Editorial Board

After an injury-laden fall
semester, the women’s squash
team came out looking for a

Entering the second half of its
season with a starting lineup bolstered by the return of students

WOMEN’S SQUASH
(1-6)
at New Haven, Conn., Friday

MEN’S SQUASH
(4-6)
at New Haven, Conn., Friday

Tufts
Yale

Franklin & Marshall 9
Tufts
0

0
9

at New Haven, Conn., Saturday

at New London, Conn.,
Saturday
Tufts
Conn. Coll.

Tufts
Denison

7
2

fresh start in the new year. Last
weekend, the Jumbos returned
to action, taking down the Conn.
College Camels 7-2 in New
London, Conn. after falling to
Yale 0-9 the day before.
The November and December
2008 matches saw the Tufts team
without five of its starters. Senior
tri-captain Jessica Herrmann
was out with a broken rib, while
freshmen Mercedes Barba and

5
4

at New London, Conn.,
Saturday

Daily File Photo

Senior tri-captain Simone Grant posted a commanding 9-3, 9-1, 9-7 victory in the No. 6 spot for the Jumbos on Saturday against Conn. College,
driving the team’s first victory this season.
Alix Michael also suffered injuries. Further depleting the lineup,
juniors Stefanie Marx and Katie
Stork were spending the semester
abroad, leaving gaping holes in

the ladder.
“Getting everyone back is huge,
especially with [Marx] now fillsee WOMEN’S SQUASH, page 13

Tufts
Conn. Coll.

8
1

from abroad, the men’s squash
team took two of three matches
over the weekend, including a narrow 5-4 decision over Denison,
improving its record to 4-6 and
acquiring some momentum for
the NESCAC this coming weekend.

After competing in November
and December without veteran
juniors Zach Bradley, Max Dalury
and Scott Leighton, the No.
20-ranked Jumbos posted just two
wins against five 9-0 losses with a
relatively inexperienced roster. But
thanks to the return of the three
juniors, in concert with an effective winter break training regimen
and a team training trip to the
Cayman Islands, the squad took
the court over the weekend with
renewed confidence and vigor.
“I think people took squash seriously during the time that we were
apart, and we got a huge lift out
of having those three guys back,
not just in the sense of playing a
match, but in practice it’s great
because they are three talented
guys who bring different styles and
court identities that help everybody develop,” senior tri-captain
Brian Rassel said.
“Even though we had a break,
we had our training trip in the
[Caymans and] a fitness plan from
the trainers and we had our own
work-out plan as far as running
and playing squash,” senior trisee MEN’S SQUASH, page 14

