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Alumni discuss impact of
race on workplace relations
by

Brionna Jimerson

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts graduates at a dinner networking event last night hosted by
the Alumni Association in conjunction with the Asian American Center,
Africana Center and Latino Center
discussed the nature and role of race
in the workplace.
The event, “Alumni Student
Multicultural Connections: Impact
of Race in the Workplace,” featured
a keynote address from University
of Massachusetts Boston Professor
Jemadari Kamara (A ’72), followed by
discussion facilitated by Tufts alumni
about the significance of building a
strong mentorship base as well as the
importance of representing oneself as
an individual in the workplace.
Kamara kicked off the evening by
reflecting critically and appreciatively
on his experience at Tufts in the early
1970s, where he sought to research
African studies.
“While I was here, there were no
opportunities for me to explore my
interests,” he said. “I was interested
in a study abroad program in Africa,
but Tufts didn’t offer one.”
The birth of the Experimental
College took place shortly before
Kamara came to Tufts, and it was

there that he sought guidance and
support in his effort to travel abroad.
“With the ExCollege, I was afforded
the opportunity to create my major,
and subsequently to travel abroad,”
he said. “I went to 15 countries in
over a year.”
Kamara fulfilled his senior thesis
by traveling to continental Africa, an
opportunity that shaped his future.
His unique experiences at several
educational institutions since the
1980s have provided Kamara a unique
lens through which he now analyzes
race in the workplace, and differentiates between “integrating” oneself from “assimilating” oneself in the
office environment.
“Every business has a unique cultural environment, and the navigation of it is an art we have to refine,”
he said. “‘Integration’ is that I bring
who I am into the organization, and
then become part of this greater identity, which has been transformed and
reshaped by my being here,” Kamara
said.
Kamara’s brother, Edward Swan Jr.
(A ’63), who has worked in the field of
investment banking since graduating
from Tufts, also participated in the
evening event. He stressed the imporsee ALUMNI, page 2

Construction on Assembly
Square T stop to begin this fall
by

Kerri Coughlin

Contributing Writer

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority (MBTA) will begin construction
later this fall on a new Orange Line T station in Somerville’s Assembly Square.
The Massachusetts Department of
Transportation allotted $29,229,184 for the
project to S&R Construction Co., Inc. of
Lowell Mass., the company in charge of
building the new station.
The new stop will be located between
the Wellington and Sullivan Square stations and is projected to be in operation
for the fall of 2014.
Construction of the new Assembly
Square station will impact approximately 200,000 Orange Line riders and
an additional one million public transit
riders whose travel intersects with the
Orange Line each day, according to Wig
Zamore, a founding member of Somerville
Transportation Equity Partnership (STEP).
STEP is a local group that advocates for
improved transportation in Somerville.
The new station is predicted to draw
about 5,000 passengers on average per
weekday by 2030 and will reduce traffic in
Assembly Square.
“The T stop allows the full development
of Assembly Square with greatly reduced
highway, arterial highway and local traffic
trips,” Zamore said.
Somerville Director of Communications
Michael Meehan compared the Assembly
Square project to the construction of the
Davis Square station in 1984 in terms of
sparking long-term development.
“Back in 1984, Davis Square wasn’t that
much to look at,” Meehan said. “It’s amazing the transformation that has gone on

down in Davis Square since they put a T
stop in there ... We expect the Assembly
Square stop will have a similar effect up in
that area of the city.”
Zamore agreed that the new station
would change the current composition of
Assembly Square.
“The T stop allows a shift from just
big box retail that has kind of dominated
see T STOP, page 2
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A new amendment to Massachusetts’ controversial casino bill could mean the return of happy hour.

Senate passes bill to allow
happy hour in Massachusetts
by

Gabrielle Hernandez
Daily Editorial Board

The Massachusetts State Senate on Oct.
11 passed an amendment to the casino
bill that would allow state bars and restaurants to sell happy hour alcoholic drinks, a
practice outlawed in the state for over 25
years.
Massachusetts State Sen. Robert
Hedlund (R-Weymouth) sponsored the
amendment to the bill.
The bill outlines the creation of three
casinos and a slot machine parlor, and
would explicitly permit these establishments to provide free or discounted drinks
to patrons.
Under the amendment, which passed
in the Senate 25-13, bars and restaurants
would be permitted to do the same, according to Massachusetts State Sen. Stephen
M. Brewer (D-Barre).
“It levels the playing field for local establishments to ensure that the regulations we
are imposing for gaming establishments
are equal to those for surrounding busi-

nesses,” Brewer told the Daily in an email.
The bill would also create a Gaming
Commission that has the power to set limits on the distribution of discounted and
free drinks at all establishments.
But the House of Representatives and
the Senate must still resolve several differences before the casino bill is ready to be
sent to Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick.
Massachusetts first outlawed “happy
hour” discounts in 1984 during a spike in
drunk driving accidents.
Though drunk driving has reportedly
been on the decline in years since, it is
still a serious problem, according to Tufts
Director of Alcohol and Health Education
Ian Wong.
Wong expressed concern that the legalization of happy hour would increase the
number of intoxicated drivers on campus.
“We’re not like Harvard Yard where you
never have to cross a street until you get off
campus,” Wong said. “You constantly have
to cross major streets on this campus, and
see DRINKS, page 2

Tufts Financial Group gives
students competitive edge
by

Laina Piera

Daily Editorial Board

virginia bledsoe/Tufts Daily

Assembly Square in Somerville will soon be
home to a new Orange Line T stop.

Inside this issue

Tufts may not offer a business major,
but interested students can still gain realworld investment experience with the
Tufts Financial Group (TFG) through the
management of the Tufts Alpha Fund, a
student-run investment portfolio.
The fund was established in 2008 with
a donation of approximately $30,000
from a Tufts alumnus, according to TFG
President Jay Joshi, a senior. The fund has
since grown to about $64,000, according to Lecturer of Economics Christopher
McHugh, who serves as the faculty adviser
for TFG.
Investment decisions for the fund
are made entirely by group members,
enabling those students to gain investment experience.
“There’s no question about your com-

mitment when you’re really buying and
selling things with real money,” McHugh
said.
TFG does not keep any of the money
made through the fund, as the money is
technically part of the university endowment, according to Joshi. Once the fund
reaches $100,000, 20 percent of every
additional dollar will go toward financial
aid, he added.
TFG was founded to provide an outlet for students interested in pursuing
finance to gain experience on campus,
allowing students to better compete for
jobs in the industry, according to TFG
Portfolio Manager Seth Aschen.
“The Financial Group is designed to
kind of fill a void that exists at Tufts
because there isn’t a business major for
undergraduates,” Aschen, a senior, said.
see TFG, page 2
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Senate passes ‘Happy Hour’ provision
DRINKS

continued from page 1
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Students gathered last night for “Alumni Student Multicultural Connections: Impact of Race in the
Workplace,” in the Alumnae Lounge.

Alumni at networking dinner highlight importance of mentors
ALUMNI

continued from page 2

tance of finding mentors in professors and acquaintances.
“It’s so important to have guidance,” Swan said, noting the particular significance of such relationships
for students of color.
Shuba Satyaprasad (LA ’96), who
pursued law after graduating from
Tufts, echoed Swan’s comments and
highlighted significance of creating
community within the workplace.
“I found mentors in my offices by
simply knocking on doors, and saying
‘Hey, I’m dealing with these issues,
and I need someone to talk to about
them,’” Satyaprasad said.
Members of the Tufts University
Alumni Association were responsible for choosing alumni participants,
according to Associate Director of
Alumni Relations Jonathan Kaplan.
“Those who were selected are all
alumni who have leadership experience in organizations that they have
joined since graduating from Tufts,”
Kaplan said in an email.
“We have approximately 12 alumni representing graduates from the
1960s through the 2000s, representing the Asian-American, Latino and
Black Alumni Associations.” Kaplan
said.
In an interview with the Daily after
the event, Kamara noted that it was
exciting to see students express an
interest in the topics discussed during the dinner.
“My goal was to explain the importance of understanding the culture of
the workplace, in relation to multiculturalism,” Kamara said. “These are
all essential, critical issues in order
to be able to negotiate professional
environments. And the uniqueness
of each of these settings as a culture,
a set of relationships that we need to
understand.”
Senior William Huang, who helped

plan the event, enjoyed the less formal discussion-based dinner format
of the evening.
“I think many of the attendees,
especially the seniors, appreciated
the causal networking atmosphere,”
Huang said.
Sophomore Zoe Munoz, who
emceed the evening, said the event
gave her an increased appreciation
for the alumni who volunteer their
time to give back to current students.
“I think that as a student I often
get caught up in the present, and I
am preoccupied with the issues that
affect me now as a student of color
without thinking about how race
relations will come into play after I
graduate and am looking to start my
professional life and career,” Munoz
said.
Munoz noted the dearth of gender
diversity at the event, as well as the
absence of any white alumni.
“There was only one female speaker. Gender diversity was lacking,” she
said. “I thought that this program
definitely has a lot of potential to
grow and diversify.”
Munoz expressed a desire to see
more members of the Tufts community taking part in such events. She
added that these events should not
be considered exclusive of white students due to their subject matter, but
instead open to all.
“These kinds of programs focused
on race are not exclusively for the
benefit of students of color,” she said.
“Race is something that we all carry.
Black, white, whatever. People forget
that race relations involve and affect
everyone, not just those of us with
brown skin.”
“I want to see more white students attending and learning from
programs sponsored by the Group
of Six and taking advantage of every
opportunity to learn and grow,” she
continued.

T stop to spark new development
in Assembly Square
T STOP

continued from page 1

Assembly Square’s land use for the last
twenty years over to a much denser, urban,
mixed-use type of environment which will
include mixed-income housing,” he said.
The Federal Realty Investment Trust is
in the process of planning a nearby development called Assembly Row, which will
include 1.75 million square feet of commercial space, as well as retail space and
housing units.
Federal Realty and its partner Avalon
Bay last week received the initial special
permit for the first two residential blocks
in the area, according to Meehan. The first
commercial block in Assembly Square will
next week be up for review by Somerville’s
Planning Board to receive its special permit, he added.
IKEA has also secured a permit to build
next to the station.
The Assembly Square Station will follow the sustainable guidelines outlined
by MassDOT’s GreenDOT policy, Joseph
Pesaturo, a spokesman for the MBTA, told

the Daily in an email. The station’s design
will improve energy usage through the use
of efficient heating and lighting equipment, he added.
The new station will have a single center
island platform and a pedestrian bridge
that will allow riders to gain access to
the station across Foley Street, according
to documents provided by Pesaturo. In
order to build the center platform for the
new station, however, present Orange Line
tracks will need to be relocated.
Completed construction by Federal
Realty is expected to generate $17 million
per year in tax revenues, according to city
estimates.
“We’re talking a fairly massive transformation for that part of the city, and
turning that into a neighborhood where it
really hasn’t been,” Meehan said. “It’s been
an industrial zone. It’s going to be a pretty
vibrant place to be morning, noon and
night.
Upon completion, the Assembly Square
Station will be the first MBTA station built
since 1987.

those streets are open to the public.”
Drinkers and servers will have to behave
responsibly during happy hour to ensure
that everyone remains safe, according to
Wong.
“It’s going to a take a lot of personal
responsibility for this to work,” he said.
“People are really going to have to be
responsible for themselves and their
friends, and servers will have to be responsible for the number of drinks they sell.”
State regulations should help guide safe
happy hour sales, Brewer said.
“Massachusetts has some of the strictest regulations in the nation on drinking and establishments will still be held
to the high standards imposed by the
Alcohol Beverage Control Commission,”

Brewer said.
Senior Grace Anderson finds that bars
have dealt with current restrictions by creating specials that discount food or quietly
discount drinks.
“When you’re done with work, you want
to go to a bar and people will find a way to
make that happen and make it a pleasant
experience,” Anderson said, adding that
she supports the passage of the amendment.
Wong, however, said that the amendment could have dangerous implications
given that it would affect alcohol consumption.
“It’s alcohol. It’s a product that’s relatively dangerous if misused,” Wong said.
“It’s not like giving away free t-shirts.
It’s a product that, if not used correctly,
could kill you.”

Fund, investment decisions run
entirely by students
TFG

continued from page 1

Once a week, active members of TFG
meet and pitch stocks in which to invest,
according to Joshi. Although TFG has
approximately 400 members, only 80 are
considered active members who attend
weekly meetings and pitch ideas, according to Joshi.
The group’s structure ensures accuracy
while allowing new members to participate.
TFG members join as analysts and conduct
research on companies in a specific sector,
while working under lead analysts, according to Aschen. Senior analysts oversee the
lead analysts, and the portfolio manager
supervises investment operations, he said.
The portfolio manager position entails
filtering investment ideas from TFG
members in order to create one cohesive
investment strategy, according to Aschen.
“My job is to take all the investment
pitches, all of the ideas, and both feed
ideas back out to group members and
then take the ideas they give me and make
the investment decisions,” Aschen said.
“There needs to be someone singularly
responsible.”
TFG has developed an investment
strategy that has allowed the group to
consistently outperform its investment
benchmarks, according to Aschen, even
during the economic downturn of 2008.
Benchmarks are used to measure the performance of investment portfolios. TFG
measures its performance using a blended benchmark consisting 70 percent of
the S&P 500’s performance and 30 percent of the performance of the iShares
Barclays Aggregate Bond ETF, according
to Aschen.
TFG was featured in a 2008 Bloomberg
Businessweek article, titled “Big Execs
on Campus,” which highlighted business
clubs at other top institutions. What differentiates TFG from similar groups at
other institutions, Aschen believes, is the
fact that it is run entirely by undergraduates and deals with real money.
“I think that it forces undergraduates
to really step up and make the most of the
opportunities,” Aschen said. “Whereas
other groups [at different colleges] might

discuss investments … we actually make
the trades and own the stock.”
Aschen said that his main goal as portfolio manager is to ensure responsible
investment so that the fund will be available for future generations of TFG.
Aside from working on the fund, members of TFG have the opportunity to connect with alumni that are part of Tufts
Financial Network (TFN), a group of
alumni in the field of finance that hosts
events. Although TFN has no role in the
fund, it has provided a platform for connecting alumni with current members of
TFG, according to Joshi.
“You’re seeing those older individuals
who are gaining prominence starting to
reconnect with TFG and the undergraduates involved,” Joshi said.
TFN also helps TFG organize events
that bring alumni to campus, such as the
Wall Street Crash Course, a one-day conference on careers in finance which last
month brought over 30 alumni and 180
students together, according to Joshi.
Since TFG gives undergraduates the
opportunity to learn about finance and
invest real money, the group is attractive
to recruiters, according to Joshi.
“A lot of people who come to recruit,
let’s say from Goldman Sachs or D. E.
Shaw or other places, sometimes if [the
applicants] don’t have the Financial
Group on their resume, that’s a filter to
some extent,” Joshi said.
Although many members do want to
go into the field of finance, others simply
have an interest in learning more.
“We have people who definitely want
to go into finance, they want to go into
consulting, they want to go work in an
investment bank, but we also have people
who are just generally interested in the
field,” Aschen said.
McHugh stresses to the group the
importance of using TFG to learn valuable skills.
“I say to [the group], it’s not about
making money or having a job, it’s about
learning how to apply the kind of thinking
about economics and social sciences ...
to the world of investing and the world of
finance,” McHugh said.

TAKUMA KOIDE/Tufts Daily

Students in the Tufts Financial Group gain real-world investment experience.
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Campus Comment
Safety in Somerville

With Saturday’s TUPD report of an attack on a female student on College Avenue joining
a string of three other similar attacks in the campus area, it wouldn’t be surprising if Tufts’
Medford/Somerville campus is taking a collective look over its shoulder. Here’s what the
campus had to say about the attacks and their safety implications.

I’m definitely more conscious than I
was before. I live on Boston Avenue,
and I know that I am constantly
aware and very on edge if I’m walking home after 9:00 or 10:00 at night. I
don’t really feel a danger of being targeted, but better safe than sorry.
— Danielle Jenkins, junior

I don’t know why, but I
don’t feel less safe. I feel
more alarmed and it
kind of is sad and hurtful
that people are sexually
assaulted. I think that
in college that is really
important to have that
sense of security and I
think it just takes it away.

I’m not worried at all. It
doesn’t change my view of
anything. S--t happens. I
feel this doesn’t represent a
giant crime wave coming
our way — it’s just a dude
or a few dudes. It’ll stop.

I live on Boston Avenue,
right across from Helen’s,
and one of my friends who
lives in the Arts Haus had a
tweet that had a link to the
Medford Journal and they
said that there was shooting
in a house on Boston Avenue
like a block down from
where I live. I was reading
this and kind of freaking
out, because … I live right
next to this place. But I don’t
know, this is selfish, but I’m
a male, so I usually don’t
have to worry about walking alone home from places.
Someone getting shot makes
it much more real. It’s not
just that stretch from Davis
to Tufts you have to worry
about. I don’t necessarily feel
less safe, but it just opens up
the possibility for things that
I did not think were possible
before.
— Seth Hurwitz, junior

— Alexander Most, sophomore

— Max Ezekiel, freshman

I’ve seen a couple announcements about
it … but I don’t feel less safe at all, to be
honest. Sometimes I do [take it into consideration], especially in those places
which are badly lit sometimes like College
Avenue and the start of campus. I never
see people around, so maybe it’s a bit
scarier to walk around there after dark.

I don’t really feel any less safe
than I did before. I already
thought that it was kind of a bad
idea to be walking out alone at
night.

— Pedro Jardim, sophomore

I might be naive, but personally I don’t feel very
unsafe walking around this campus at night.
Maybe because I’m tall, I might look a little foreboding. I feel very safe on this campus, maybe
because I’ve been in far more unsafe situations,
and I could very easily be attacked, but I’m silly
and I think that I’ll be fine. If they were unarmed
I would probably just attack them and scream
and run away, but if they had a gun or something it would be much more difficult.

— Amelia Rapisarda, junior

I live by Porter, so I kind of have
the bigger range of where the
assaults are happening — I kind
of just want to not be out so late,
or not commute so late. I have
a cab number in my phone and
I have the cops’ number in my
phone, so I guess if I were at Tufts I
would call the campus police, but
I’m usually walking around just
in Somerville, so I’d probably call
the Somerville police maybe.
— Sara Blankenship, second-year Fletcher student

It’s all good
in the
hood

T

his one is for the ladies. We suggest
that men with weak stomachs put this
down and enjoy your ignorance unless
you’re willing to learn a lot more about
the women you know and love. No one really
wants to talk about them (let alone have to
go through them), but gynecological exams
are an important part of women’s health. The
horrors of a doctor poking around down there
have become common material in movies
and television. I’m supposed to let some random person just go exploring down there?
Excuse me? Sounds pretty awful.
In reality, it’s nothing like the traumatic
depictions you may have seen on television.
Getting your lady parts checked out to make
sure they’re in working order is an incredibly important part of female healthcare and
sexual health. Here’s what you should expect
at a pelvic exam. Prepare yourself for the not
so scary “horrors” of being a lady.
The pelvic exam is pretty simple. Basically,
the doctor will examine both internal and
external parts of your reproductive system,
including the vulva, cervix, vagina, ovaries
and all the other exciting stuff you’re hiding
up there. He or she will be looking for signs
of injury or infection or other conditions that
may need treatment. Summary: They’re making sure it’s all good under the hood.
Need a play by play? We can’t give you the
exact details since we’re not all going to the
same gynecologist. What we can offer you is a
basic summary of what is typically involved in
a routine gynecological exam.
Your doctor will introduce himself or herself, ask you about yourself, your medical history and why you made an appointment.
He or she will give you a moment to get into
a gown and put a sheet over your lady parts.
You will lie on the table with your knees bent
and supported by stirrups.
Most likely, your doctor will begin by examining the external and then move to the internal, checking the inside of your vagina (with
gloves on, of course). Speculums, the duckbillshaped things your doctor may use, tend to
feel really cold. It shouldn’t be unbearably
painful or anything, but it definitely isn’t a very
common or comfortable feeling. The speculum spreads the vaginal walls so that the doctor can examine the inside of your vagina and
your cervix.
Your doctor may perform a pap smear,
which involves using a small brush or spatula to collect some cells from the cervix to test
for infections.
Your doctor may perform another exam by
inserting two fingers into your vagina while
pressing his or her other hand on your abdomen, allowing him or her to feel abnormalities
that are brought toward the surface of your
abdomen with his or her other hand.
This whole exam shouldn’t take longer than
about 10 minutes, unless the doctor finds
something he or she would like to investigate
further. After the doctor is done, you will most
likely be given a washcloth to wash up. You
can then get dressed and will have an opportunity to ask your doctor any questions you
might have.
Remember that this obviously isn’t the first
pelvic exam your doctor has performed. They
will not think your pelvic area is weird, gross
or horrifying. Think of how many of these
exams they’ve done before. Also, this exam
benefits you! You can tell the doctor to stop
or to explain anything they are doing at any
time. They are here to help you and to make
sure you are healthy. Relax. There are no risks
to a pelvic exam. The healthier you are down
there, the more you can enjoy getting it on!
Happy Halloween hookups, y’all!

— Rachael Kadish, sophomore

—compiled by Victoria Rathsmill and Margaret Young

Alison Williams is a sophomore majoring
in English, and Sarah Gottlieb is a sophomore majoring in psychology. Williams can
be reached at Alison.Williams@tufts.edu and
Gottlieb can be reached at Sarah.Gottlieb@
tufts.edu.
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Medford offers a wide range of oft-ignored recreational and practical opportunities for the more adventurous Jumbo.

Uncharted territory: Medford offers a trove of
opportunities for dining and playing
by

Maya Navon

Contributing Writer

Tufts students are no strangers to exploration — almost half of undergraduates study
abroad during their time as Jumbos, and the
recent announcement about the weekend
closing of the Davis T stop will strike a nerve
with the sizeable population of Bostonbound Tufts explorers. The Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority won’t finish
their weekend construction on the Red Line
until March, allowing students to consider
other options for fun and adventure in a city
right outside Tufts’ gates: Medford.
With just over 56,000 residents, the City of
Medford is home to a large part of the Tufts
campus and is a geographically integral part
of the Hill. Somerville, however, is often the
first and more popular choice for students
when it comes to going off campus.

“I think that probably 90 percent of the
time I go into Somerville [or] Boston. I guess
most Tufts students could attest to that,”
senior Eric Sinski said.
Students flock to popular Somerville
mainstay Davis Square for their morning
cup of Starbucks, their favorite J.P. Licks
flavors or the perfect outfit from Buffalo
Exchange. Many make a stop in Davis to
catch the T for a day-trip to Boston or an
evening out in Cambridge. Rarely, however,
do students wine, dine or explore the offerings of Medford, leaving it mysterious to
most undergraduates.
“It seems to me very suburban and not
much for college students to do there, to be
honest, which is why I like Somerville better,” Sinski said.
“Medford is very different [from
Somerville] but also has a lot to offer,”
Tufts Director of Community Relations

Barbara Rubel explained. “There are all
these sorts of interconnections with the
history of Medford and the university that
are, I think, really interesting, and it’s really close — you don’t have to travel to the
other side of the city.”
Perhaps one unique aspect of this largely
suburban town is its strong historical roots,
many of which are found on the Medford
side of campus.
“Two blocks past the gym [is] the Royall
House, which is a very historically significant
property and has an auxiliary building that
[was] a slave quarters,” Rubel explained.
“There is a real connection between that
and the Stearns Estate (where Gantcher
Center now sits). There was a man named
Luther Stearns who first owned that land,
and he was a very active abolitionist and
maintained a stop on the Underground
Railroad,” she added.

'8),.)1'321'J2".$'K=+%,'%,-';,-+%,'A*)%,'J."-+)='
234/456/!

!"#$%&'()*&+,)'%,-'.$)'/0)1#),*)'
23'4)5'6&27%&'82,,)*92,'+,'/%1&:'
!2-)1,';,-+%'
!
!"#$%&&#"'()*+,-./(#$(0#+1*-(0+1%2+%&'(3214%"&1./(#$(5%-61(
!
!
.$
<)-,)=-%:>'?@ 'A*.27)1'?BCC'
8%72.>'?B@'
DEFBG0'H'IEFBG0'

"#$%!&'(()*+%!*,!-.%!
/%0)%(!1.#)0%$!*,!

!

Medford’s distinct historical prominence makes it a unique town with its own
special character.
While traveling by car is one form of
transportation to Medford, there are many
other options for students who prefer to
leave the wheels at home. Medford Square,
for example, just a 20-minute walk away.
For those students who would like to
experience Medford while staying closer
to home, Boston Avenue is practically on
campus and accessible by bike or foot. Also,
on those brutal winter days or for less athletically-inclined students, the MBTA runs
buses to and from Medford on a frequent
schedule. Students can hop on the 94 bus at
various locations, stretching from the Davis
Square Busway to Medford Square.
A short trip to Medford Square can result
in a bite to eat, a cup of coffee or simply a
walk around on a beautiful day and take
in the charming square. For an off-campus
dining experience, Blue Fuji on Salem Street
and Salvatore’s Restaurant on High Street
present intriguing options. The Lighthouse
Cafe, also on High Street, is the perfect spot
for a great breakfast or a cup of coffee.
Medford offers a range of natural landmarks, including the Mystic Lakes that sit
right off Route 16.
Whether it’s going to a local tailor or buying groceries at the Whole Foods on Mystic
Valley Parkway, the town can accommodate
a plethora of everyday needs.
“I went into Medford for Rocco’s Shoe
Repair, which is really good,” freshman
Brenda Lee said. “The guy was not Rocco
when I walked in, but he repaired my shoes
anyway,” she joked. “They were really cheap
and it wasn’t hard to get there.”
One Medford standout spot outside of
the square is The Chevalier Theater, which
functions as both a historical landmark and
a working movie theater. Seating over 2,000
people and located on Forest Street, the theater often hosts musical productions, plays,
concerts and even movie screenings — a
great cultural resource for students.
With a historically significant past and
strong current presence, Medford has a lot
to offer to Tufts students, a fact that often
gets lost among them.
“I sometimes am reminded that we
should be finding ways to make students
aware of the resources and assets that
Medford has as well,” Rubel said. “Medford
is a very interesting city.”
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Gallery Review

Jordan Teicher | The Independent

Kelly exhibit presents remarkably
uninspiring art
by

Mel
Gibson,
The
Sequel

William Owen

Daily Staff Writer

Until Mar. 4, 2012, the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston (MFA) will be hosting
“Ellsworth Kelly: Wood Sculpture.” Kelly,

I

Ellsworth Kelly: Wood Sculpture
At the Foster Gallery, through Mar.
4, 2012
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
465 Huntington Avenue
617-267-9300
an American artist who is also wellrenowned for his paintings, drawings and
prints, has made 30 wood sculptures from
1958 to 1996. His inspiration comes from
“investigating how things look” and his
ability to see everything as “a jumble of
shapes and colors.”
The pieces on display at the MFA are
meant to enigmatically evoke the human
figure and elements of nature as they
explore color, line and form. Kelly’s works
are aesthetically pleasing but overall uninspired, uncreative and uninteresting.
In “Curve XXXVIII” (1984), Kelly displays
a freestanding, rectangular piece of maple
wood. The sculpture is tall and totemic,
but its only impressive qualities are its
height and smoothness. It is difficult to
see any suggestion of the human figure or
elements of nature in this work. Instead,
the piece is simply a treated, stained piece
of wood that looks like a lost piece of IKEA
build-it-yourself furniture.
“Curve XXXVI” (1984), built out of wenge
wood, is of a less commanding height than
“XXXVIII.” The wood is rich and dark,
which makes the piece stand out among
the mostly light-wood sculptures in the
exhibit. It is a dull rectangular shape with a

Courtesy Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

MFA’s ‘Ellsworth Kelly: Wood Sculpture’ exhibit features over 30 wood sculptures from
1958 to 2006.
slight curve on one of its sides that a viewer
needs to really look for. Exhibit-goers will
have difficulty finding some sort of inspiration in the shadow “XXXVI” casts.
Kelly uses a beautiful piece of padauk
wood in “Untitled” (1984). The padauk
has a lovely mix of dark and light shades,
and this sculpture is slightly different from
the rest in that it has a greater width. It
is also, with its stained and sanded surface, devoid of any evocation of nature.

“Untitled” would make a charming tabletop in a ski lodge somewhere.
“Palm Relief” (1958), is one of the more
unique sculptures in the exhibit, as its
distinct title suggests in contrast with the
titles of the aforementioned pieces. The
oak from which it is made is a beautiful reddish brown and sculpted into a
square block with an irregular decagonal
see KELLY, page 6

TV Review

Dern’s gutsy
performance can’t
save ‘Enlightened’
by Joseph Stile

Daily Editorial Board

The trouble with Mike White
and Laura Dern’s new HBO show,
“Enlightened,” is that it’s not

Enlightened
Starring Laura Dern, Diane
Ladd, Luke Wilson, Timm
Sharp
Airs Mondays at 9:30 p.m. on
HBO

Department of Drama and Dance in the
Balch Arena Theater, is far from dry or
tedious.
The performance features two classic plays condensed into a palatable
two hours. Both are well-paced enough
to remain interesting without skimping on detail, and the pairing of them

funny, dramatic or entertaining.
The highlight of “Enlightened”
is easily Dern, who shines in her
role as Amy, a woman who suffers a nervous breakdown and
embraces a new, Zen lifestyle.
Even when everything isn’t quite
there, she makes it hard to turn
away from the screen. Her presence makes the audience wish
the show could have ironed out
some of the tonal problems so
that she can really shine.
Dern’s skillful acting keeps Amy
from being the butt of an easy
joke. It would have been simple
for the show to just mock Amy
as crazy for peddling her New
Age philosophies to anyone who
will listen. Instead, “Enlightened”
finds its humor in how apathetic

see OEDIPUS, page 6

see ENLIGHTENED, page 6

Courtesty Tufts Department of Drama and Dance

The drama department’s production combines two classic tragedies.

Theater Preview

This Thursday, ‘Oedipus & Antigone’
takes the stage at Tufts
by

Micaela Mullee

Contributing Writer

Most of us hear the words “Greek
tragedy” and run the other direction,
imagining endless hours of people in
white linen or endless nights of reading SparkNotes for a high school literature class. Yet, this fall’s “Oedipus
& Antigone,” performed by the Tufts

t took five weeks. Finally, someone
emailed me about my column. All I had
to do was throw in some Mel Gibson.
Last Thursday, I was doing my morning
email check when I found a reader response
to last week’s column uncomfortably sitting in my inbox. It was from a non-Tufts
student; we will call him John Doe for the
sake of anonymity. In his emails, John Doe
argued that Gibson had suffered enough
public humiliation and backlash for his
previous mistakes. There were some weak
arguments about how Gibson’s celebrity
friends — some of them Jewish, some of
them black and some of them gay — publicly supported their troubled friend, signifying that he is not an anti-Semite, racist or
homophobe. And, to John Doe, it was time
for Gibson to begin acting and directing
again, and it was also time for the moviegoers in this country to support his films.
John Doe and I respectfully went back
and forth. He certainly had some film
knowledge, but for the most part, he was
grasping at straws. For example, he tried
to insist there was a double standard for
the way Gibson was vilified for the various
things he said, while Susan Sarandon did
not receive the same treatment for calling
the Pope a Nazi — Pope Benedict XVI was
in the Hitler Youth for a brief period before
choosing to leave. It does not take Clarence
Darrow to show how verbally abusing entire
groups of people differs from an ignorant
remark about one man. Nonetheless, John
Doe and I did not take any personal cheap
shots while discussing Gibson. There was
no cyber name calling — and I appreciated
his passion for the topic, as well as his willingness to email me for further discussion.
Then there is “james.” And let it be known,
I did not capitalize the first letter of a proper
noun for a reason. On the morning of Oct.
18, james left a comment about my article
on The Tufts Daily website. I encourage you
to go read it. In short, james had a similar
stance on the Mel Gibson issue to John Doe,
except james supported his claims with very
reductive reasoning. He glossed over the
many sins of Mel Gibson, using alcoholism
as an excuse, and then providing the reader
— me — with a terrible analogy about terrorists and Shirley Temples. He finished with
the gem: “See college frat parties.”
In both comments, there was this tone of
“let’s agree to disagree.” However, John Doe
and james are both wrong. A good chunk
of the American public does not want to
support a Mel Gibson film; I have statistics
to back it up. A survey conducted in August
2011 by Ipsos Public Affairs found that 33
percent of Americans have an unfavorable
opinion of Mel Gibson, making him the
eighth most unpopular personality in the
country. Thirty-one percent of respondents
also said they would do less business with
a company if it were endorsed by Gibson,
which was the seventh highest total for any
celebrity in America. Clearly, he has made
quite an impression.
So, to james, no, I will not “See college frat parties.” There is a humongous
difference between some drunken kid
being stupid and a well-known actor
verbally abusing people and then beating the mother of his child. I can’t even
type up all of the bigoted things Gibson
has said over the years, because if I tried,
the whole article would be a bunch of
dashes. S---! W---! M---?
Oh, and I did some investigative
research. I streamed “The Beaver” online
for free. It was an average film built on
the stupid gimmick of a man with a talking beaver puppet. A very forgettable
film, almost the antithesis of Gibson’s
hateful actions.
Jordan Teicher is a senior majoring in
English. He can be reached at Jordan.
Teicher@tufts.edu.
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‘Enlightened’ possesses small glimmer of potential
ENLIGHTENED

continuedfrom page 5

everyone in her life is about her change
— most of them would rather her be
angry than have to deal with her annoying new outlook.
Amy’s mother, Helen (Diane Ladd),
thinks her daughter needs to get over
all of these new philosophies and find
a house already, and her former husband (Luke Wilson) flat-out tells her he
liked her better before. The conflict of
the show is rooted as much in others’
perceptions of Amy trying to change
herself as it is in her transformation
itself. It’s an interesting idea that would
have worked if it had a more consistent
or nuanced showrunner.
“Enlightened’s” sympathetic portrayal of Amy elevates the series from a
mere parody of New Age ideas. While
the show never advocates Amy’s new
outlook, its tone is never mocking,
either. “Enlightened” maintains a delicate balance that often prevents it from
being funny, but it does stop Amy from
appearing overly pathetic.
The show could have done a better
job of developing its scenes, which have
potential, but ultimately go nowhere. For
example, one scene that fails to reach its
full potential is when Amy is forced to
do ridiculously mundane tasks at work.
Instead of focusing on the awkwardness
of Amy’s return to the work environment and expanding on the characters’
interactions, the scene just focuses on
Amy’s inappropriate boss.
Equally uninspiring are the flashbacks
depicting Amy’s life before her breakdown. These are meant to show what
caused her mental collapse, but end up
just being boring or pointless. Despite
Dern’s magnetism, without her new philosophy Amy is just an average person,
and it’s hard for viewers not to think,
“Why do I care about you?” If the writing
were funnier or if Amy’s character were
given more to do, this technique might
work, but as it is, it just feels like filler.
And when a show only lasts 30 minutes,
it shouldn’t need much filler, especially
so early in its run. “Enlightened” works
best when it stays in Amy’s present.
While it appears Amy wholeheartedly

Prashand Gupta/HBO

Though ‘Enlightened’ has promise, it’s going to need to refine its technique to become a hit.
believes in her new outlook, her conviction doesn’t stop her from being frustrated at all the obstacles that are still
in her life. The moments when she gets
mad for just a second before returning to her Zen lifestyle give hope that
there might be an interesting character

buried somewhere deep down — but is
it worth watching “Enlightened” for the
moments that interrupt its blasé norm?
While HBO’s “Enlightened” is struggling to find a tone, it is not unsalvageable. It has a great lead actress and the
potential for some interesting dynam-

Equal opportunity acting shows depth of cast
OEDIPUS

continuedfrom page 5

brings depth to the work. “[The plays]
will have extra resonance when experienced compactly as one work,” Director
Downing Cless said.
The material is heavy and could have
been unwieldy, but the entire cast navigates the language and format with ease
and flair. They elegantly bring the piece
to life, infusing it with enriching spirit.
Each performance is unique and believable, bringing depth to the characters
and the show as a whole.
The inclusion of visual influences
from the Bronze Age spices up the
piece’s imagery; the theater features
everything from columns and chitons
to a very real, richly colored setting.
Interestingly, the main characters
from the first play — with the exception
of two roles — compose the chorus in
the second play and vice versa.
In Cress’ words, “Each actor had their
moment.”
This style contributes to a sense of a
group effort in the show. Even within
the chorus’ sequences, lines are divvied
up between actors and remain interesting in potentially boring speech scenes.
Actors were encouraged in rehearsals
to cultivate a feel for each ode through
improvisation rather than direction,
and each one comes through as organic
and interesting.
When asked to describe the piece,
Cress said, “[It is] an ancient murder
mystery and then a gripping story of
civil disobedience.”
The plot is complicated and, naturally, tragic. You may recognize Oedipus’
name from the Freudian complex
named after him. He is a self-exiled
Corinthian prince who flees his home
in an effort to protect his parents after
hearing a prophecy that he will one day
kill his father and marry his mother.
Unfortunately, the King and Queen of
Corinth are not his true parents, and

Courtesty Tufts Department of Drama and Dance

Senior Jonathan Hendrickson plays Oedipus.
the action of the play concerns his discovery of this fact and its consequences.
At the start of the play, Oedipus
(senior Jonathan Hendrickson) is the
King of Thebes, a city-state afflicted with
a terrible plague. The Oracle at Delphi,
a famous prophet connected with the
god Apollo, has claimed that killing
the murderer of the former king, Laius,
will cleanse the land. Another prophet,
Teiresias (senior Emily Pantalone), is
called upon to tell Oedipus who the
murderer is. At first unwilling to say
what he knows, Teiresias is finally forced
to admit that Oedipus is the murderer
of Laius. Furthermore, he is the source
of corruption that curses Thebes.
As it turns out, Oedipus did kill Laius,
not knowing who he was, many years
back outside the city. Furthermore,
Laius was Oedipus’ father and — in
marrying the then-widowed Queen of
Thebes — Oedipus married his mother
and had four children with her. Upon
this discovery, she hangs herself, and

Oedipus gouges out his own eyes.
“Antigone” continues the story, concerning Oedipus’ children, in particular, his daughter Antigone (junior Melis
Aker). Sometime after Oedipus dies, his
brother-in-law, Creon (senior Matthew
Gurren), is anointed king.
Oedipus’ sons have killed each other
in battle, each dying on the other’s
spear, and Creon has decreed that
because one was honorably defending Thebes, he should be buried with
all due respect. The other, fighting on
the enemy side, will be left to rot, and
anyone attempting to give him last rites
will be a traitor. Antigone feels that
the decrees of heaven are more important than the decrees of a mortal king
and goes to commit her brother to the
underworld properly.
She is caught and arrested, and sentenced to be imprisoned in a cave. Her
betrothed, Creon’s son — and thus her
cousin — Haemon, insists that this isn’t
right, and goes with her to the cave.
There, she hangs herself, and he, fighting with his father, falls on his own
sword and dies.
The combination of the two epics
makes perfect sense, and themes from
the first carry through to the second.
While the plays are separate and distinguished from one another, they share
enough in common to make the juxtaposition meaningful without being
repetitive.
In all, the adaptation and execution
of “Oedipus & Antigone” are equally
elegant, and the show remains fresh
throughout. It is audience-friendly,
drawing us into a world that could
have been very inaccessible and possesses a unique and engaging liveliness
that makes the production enjoyable to
watch and experience.
“Oedipus & Antigone” is running from
Oct. 27 to Oct. 29 and Nov. 3 to Nov. 5, at
8 p.m. each night. Tickets are $7 with a
Tufts ID, and $1 on Nov. 3.

ics. HBO is known for letting shows
develop and giving them a chance to
breathe before canceling them, so it is
possible that “Enlightened” can become
a series very much worth watching
in the future. Only time will tell if
“Enlightened” makes it.

Kelly wastes
wood in crafting
bland sculptures
KELLY

continued from page 5

shape in the middle. It is still generally
unimaginative, but it provides more of
a connection with nature through its
irregular shape — rather than Kelly’s
usual rectangular slabs of wood.
“Curve XXI” (1980) is a massive piece
of birch in the shape of a fan. It is one
of the more creative shapes dotting the
room, but is still out of touch with the
nature and humanity the exhibit is supposed to channel. Its placement on a
white wall by itself suggests that it should
be awe-inspiring, but it ultimately yields
little from the observer. “XXI’s” size does
not overpower its blandness.
The sapele wood of “Curve XLIII”
(1984) has gorgeous dark and light
shades, but it is the same rectangular
shape standing erect in almost every
other sculpture of Kelly’s on display
at the MFA. If one looks hard at the
sculpture, he or she may see a person
with unnaturally good posture and
striking thinness. Yet, another might
simply see a luxurious countertop at
an overpriced restaurant.
The rooms of “Ellsworth Kelly: Wood
Sculpture” feel lifeless and colorless in
contrast with the other rooms of the
MFA. The exhibit is undeniably pristine and provides a feeling of cleanliness — rather, sterility — that is comforting if you are looking to escape a
messy dorm room.
Kelly’s hackneyed explanation — that
his sculptures facilitate connection
with nature — seems pretentious and
presumptuous upon seeing his very
industrial-looking artworks. I would not
suggest making this your primary destination at the MFA if you are planning on
going there anytime soon.
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From the windows
of Tisch, you may have
noticed that things have
started to change on campus. The leaves are falling,
President Monaco was
inaugurated, Matt and Kim
rocked the Cage and hundreds of rowers took to the
water in the Head of the
Charles Regatta. However,

we know it’s midterms
week, so you’ve probably
been buried under a pile
of books in the G level. So
here’s a quick look at what’s
been happening.
Photos by:
Josh Berlinger
Virginia Bledsoe
Justin McCallum
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It’s a nice, relaxing evening: meeting
with friends at a bar for a few drinks
after a hard day on the job — hopefully with the hit on your wallet being
reduced on account of happy hour.
Currently, though, one part of that plan
is illegal in Massachusetts.
Tufts undergrads, many of whom are
under 21, may not realize this, but it is
currently illegal for bars to offer hourly
discounts on drinks. In other words,
happy hour is illegal in Massachusetts.
Thankfully, this puritanical provision
may soon meet its end. On Oct. 11,
the Massachusetts State Senate passed
an amendment to the much-debated
casino bill that would allow bars and
restaurants to hold happy hours.
The current law has good motives
behind it: preventing drunk driving.
Indeed there’s no excuse for getting
behind the wheel while intoxicated,
and violators should be punished to the

fullest extent of the law.
However, prevention of drunk driving needs to come from measures like
police checkpoints, education and
things as simple as picking a designated driver. Reduction of drunk driving should not come from punishing
those who responsibly enjoy a drink
or two and from restricting businesses from bringing in customers during
slow days.
While the removal of the anti-happyhour regulation would be a step in the
right direction, the regulation itself is
a symptom of the overzealous way the
United States treats alcohol consumption in general.
As anyone who has traveled abroad
can say, in much of the developed world,
alcohol is treated in a far more relaxed
manner. It is something to be enjoyed
responsibly in moderation, rather than
as “The Devil’s Water.”

U.S. laws, including strict opencontainer regulations and, of course,
the country’s abnormally high drinking
age, contribute to our dangerous culture around alcohol and also engender
disrespect for the law.
When the law entrusts an 18-yearold with the right to vote and the ability to join the armed forces and fight
and die for the country, but does not
judge that same person responsible
enough to have a beer, the law seems
pretty ridiculous.
Massachusetts needs to treat adults
like adults, not like children who are
going to drink themselves to death or
endanger others if they aren’t kept on
the tightest leash possible. The first
step in this process is for drinkers to
show that they aren’t a mass of loud,
drunk-driving hooligans. The next step
is for U.S. laws to then catch up to reality. Happy hour is a good place to start.
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Off the Hill | New York University

An expensive college education may not be
for everyone
by

Ben Miller

Washington Square News

To borrow Elizabeth Warren’s phrasing, our generation is being “chipped
at, hacked at, squeezed and hammered.” Youth unemployment is at a
record high, as is college tuition. We’re
paying money we don’t have for an
education that guarantees less and less
in terms of future success because it
feels like the only option on the table.
I don’t believe that college educations should be valued only in terms
of salary increase, nor do I think the
solution is to tell smart, talented kids
not to go to college. The rates of unemployment and underemployment, even
when factoring in student loan debt,
are worse for those with only high
school diplomas.
What I find fascinating is that many
students are giving so much — mortgaging their future — for the educa-

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

tion they’re getting at NYU, when they
clearly don’t want to be here.
This isn’t an issue of judgment,
or
“how-dare-kids-these-days-beon-Facebook-during-lecture,” Andy
Rooneyism. It just fascinates me:
People look at each class they’re taking
as a slog to get through and are ecstatic
every time they can close their books
and pursue whatever else they do.
I’m not naive. There are long days
and classes I wish I didn’t have to take.
But for the most part, I’m overjoyed.
I’m in New York. I’m taking interesting
classes (mostly) with tough, demanding, brilliant professors (mostly). I
know what I want to study.
But too many NYU students are
here because it was the next logical
step. They were smart kids, did well
in high school and are here at college
because it’s the “thing you do” and
then, who knows?
What raises this from a my-that’s-

interesting observation to an issue
worth writing about are the economic
issues I raised above — it’s simply
too easy to be convinced in this culture that it’s worth it to while away
$200,000, lots of it in loans, on an education that you don’t even want with
any passion or zest. It’s too easy to
walk out of NYU with a diploma worth
little in an economy like ours, hundreds of thousands of dollars in debt,
and very little to show for it.
If you don’t want to be here, don’t
be. No judgment. Go work for a while.
Figure out what you want to do. It
might not require any more extraordinarily expensive semesters. It might
very well require many more pricey
semesters. But at the end, there will
be something for all that. We need to
make that an option for people who
feel like the crushing debt of student
loans is the only choice they have for
their future.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.
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Amanda Johnson | Senior Moments

Where
credit isn’t
due

A

My purpose in writing all this is
not to suggest that anyone join the
military, as that question is a deeply
personal and potentially life-changing
one. I do, however, urge all able-bodied persons to give the matter serious
thought — something I myself never
did until a year after leaving the Hill.
I also recommend that every Jumbo
read Kathy Roth-Douquet and Frank
Schaeffer’s book “AWOL” (2007), available from the Ginn Library and online.
I once saw them promote it in the
Cabot Intercultural Center, and when I
did decide to consider military service,
their highly insightful work was the
first source to which I turned.
In the book, Roth-Douquet and
Schaeffer make many compelling
arguments for service, not the least of
which is an impassioned warning to
not allow the military to become representative of only one kind or class
of American. The mostly liberal Tufts
community may not much approve
of America’s involvements in Iraq and
Afghanistan, but if few to none from
their neighborhoods or income brackets stand a chance of ever going there,
how likely are they to debate such
matters with fellow citizens, or call
on elected leaders to change course?
It’s especially ironic for a diversityand inclusion-trumpeting institution
like Tufts to utterly ignore the military, thus encouraging recruiters to
increasingly target those with fewer
life opportunities and connections.
Moreover, so long as the university
encourages students to take out public loans in order to help pay its private staff ’s salaries, it’s simply wrong
for it to ignore the armed forces to the
extent that it does.
For my own part, I enlisted in the
Navy this March, and begin an eightyear term of service in November.
It was a 2006 Daily editorial, “Our
unjust lack of involvement in the military,” that led me to Roth-Douquet
and Schaeffer’s book; if this piece persuades so much as one Jumbo to give
military service serious consideration,
it will have succeeded in opening an
avenue of thought to which Tufts as a
whole remains far too removed.

t the height of midterms, I’m making a suggestion that is not likely
to elicit warm feelings from my
peers: you may need to beef up
your course load.
Advanced Placement (AP) courses have
become a staple of the competitive high
school experience — the number of students
taking these courses reached 1.6 million in
2009, reflecting a leap of almost 50 percent in
the past decade.
What these numbers don’t show, however,
is the socioeconomic, racial and regional
inequality that marks the access to these
classes. The College Board reports that in
2009, only 34 percent of public schools in
the nation offered AP or IB courses in the
“four core subject areas.” In Illinois, while the
majority of high schools in the Chicago area
offer some AP classes, less than half past the
reaches of suburbia have the option. In 2010,
only 3.9 percent of those who passed AP tests
were black.
It is overly utopian to envision an education
system in which students’ chances of success
reflect only their work ethic and innate intelligence. Giving credit for courses that are much
more readily available to the affluent, however, gives intensely unequal footing based on
factors largely out of students’ control.
The Tufts administration’s 2009 switch to
limit the number of AP credits wasn’t received
glowingly. The university should be commended for moving in the right direction, and
should consider further restricting their role.
Giving credit for AP scores is intended to
reward students who challenged themselves
in high school. It is indisputable that there
are rigorous AP courses. However, doubts
remain as to whether they are truly equivalent to college curriculum. In a national study
conducted by Harvard, having passed an AP
exam barely translated into better grades
in introductory courses in that subject. A
2004 study of the University of California system demonstrated a very weak relationship
between the number of AP courses taken in
high school and college performance.
While many argue acknowledging high
school scores does not disadvantage those
who lacked the opportunity, receiving credit places students on different paths for the
entirety of their college career. Under the current policy, Liberal Arts and Science students
can receive up to five credits. Those without
AP access are thus left grappling to compete
with peers who have the luxury of spending
much more time on those courses.
I share the general frustration with the
bureaucracy of academia, the rigidity of
major requirements and difficulty in transferring credits. In subjects with a clear hierarchy of material, like foreign language and
some math classes, it makes sense to have
entrance placement exams to avoid redundancy. These should not, however, be counted toward graduation.
A common argument for giving credit for
AP scores is that it allows students to graduate in fewer years, actually helping economically disadvantaged students. However,
Tufts has stringent residency requirements
that make graduating more than a semester
early quite difficult. Furthermore, the students who can least afford Tufts tuition are
generally those very same students who lack
access to AP classes.
The education community has made
admirable strides toward increasing availability to AP courses. The College Board helps
make the exams free for students who qualify
for reduced lunch, and in New York minority
enrollment in AP courses has jumped considerably. But disparities still run deep — less
than 4 percent of high school graduates in
Louisiana and Mississippi passed an AP exam
last year — and affluent preference runs rampant. Until we can ensure that this system
reflects the values of our university and the
rigor of our curriculum, we should halt awarding credit for pre-college coursework.

Matthew Diamante graduated from Tufts
in 2009 with a degree in history. He recently enlisted in the U.S. Navy.

Amanda Johnson is a senior majoring in
international relations. She can be reached
at Amanda.Johnson@tufts.edu.
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A question of service
by

Matthew Diamante

Dear new and returning Jumbos,
Hello, and congratulations on getting into/back to Tufts! We probably
haven’t met, so I’ll introduce myself:
Matthew Diamante, LA ’09 (History).
Have you got a minute? Super, because
there’s something I’d like to discuss
with you.
By the start of your first class on
the Hill, you’d been exposed to a certain theme many times over. It began
with the initial Tufts.edu visit, permeated the campus tour, featured in
your admissions package and was reaffirmed by then-University President
Bacow or University President Monaco
when you finally arrived. You’ve heard
it from friends and family as you nodded along, and you’ve probably repeated it a few times yourself. It goes like
this: “Tufts is a place of boundless
opportunities and unfettered thought.
If you contribute a good deal of hard
work, a nugget of inspiration and a
judicious amount of responsible levity, you’ll soon find yourself on a fast
track to the world itself.” It’s a pleasing,
inspiring refrain, and one that seems
only appropriate, given all the trouble
you undertook to earn your place here.
Best of all, it’s mostly true.
There is, however, one immense
part of the American experience that
you may well never hear about at
Tufts. It’s a huge employer, a major
player in international politics, a
unique form of service and an absolutely vital organization to the country. I speak, of course, of the United
States Armed Forces.
I may as well recount some of my
own experiences here. As a lifelong
San Franciscan, I grew up in an entirely
civilian culture. Although one of my
grandfathers and uncles each served
brief enlistments post-WWII, I wasn’t
aware of it — nor did I ever think of my
family in military terms. I thus arrived
at Tufts never having considered, or
been asked to consider, such service.
On the Hill, the armed forces continued to be conspicuously absent
from day-to-day life. If our ROTC programs did any outreach to the student body, I certainly didn’t see it,
and since Tufts hasn’t given academic
credit to their (off-campus) courses
since the Vietnam era, I would have
had trouble participating and graduat-

ing on time even if I’d been inclined to.
But particularly striking, in retrospect,
was the university’s general silence on
the matter: In his 2005 Matriculation
Address, Bacow mentioned healthcare, AIDS in Africa, Hurricane Katrina
and the Boston Marathon, but made
no reference whatsoever to either
the present-day military or the two
wars the country was in the thick of.
Nor did he acknowledge them in his
2009 Baccalaureate Address, though
he did make room for the Red Sox,
a television personality, the economy
and of course, the Boston Marathon.
And though he’s just begun his tenure, Monaco followed suit with this
omission in this year’s Matriculation
Address. (Neither men, you will not
be surprised to hear, are veterans.)
As a freshman, I heard Bacow declare
that Tufts’ “curriculum offers you the
freedom to explore,” and during my
next four years, that held true for such
credit-yielding subjects as the works
of Jane Austen, the symmetry of twodimensional shapes, yoga and more.
With respect to military service, however, his statement must surely be considered incompletely true at best.
And, lest anyone feel compelled
to bring it up, the former “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” policy was not a sufficient
excuse for this disregard. I myself was
entirely pleased to see it retired this
fall, and sympathize with those who
objected to the military on account of
it — but given its status as a federal
law, it was a matter for the people, not
the military, to resolve. Indeed, Tufts’
lackadaisical response to the policy’s
demise suggests that its disinterest
in the armed forces wasn’t due to
concerns over civil rights, but rather
to a cultural aversion to the forces
themselves — an attitude aptly illustrated by Professor of Physics Gary
Goldstein’s university-embarrassing
April declaration that military service
is “hardly public service as we usually
know the meaning of public service.”
Furthermore, it goes without saying
that the same logic applies to individuals’ feelings regarding the military’s current and recent involvements
overseas. The armed forces belong to
all citizens, regardless of how one
feels about any specific president or
engagement, and all citizens are also
therefore accountable to some degree
for how their military is put to use.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

by

Wiley

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Pulling off a sexy Ann Veal costume. Her?

Late Night at the Daily
Tuesday’s Solution

Alyssa: “Let’s make some goat-doors!”

Please recycle this Daily.
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Wanted
$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

Housing
Look Early and Get What You Want.
Three bedrooms, four bedrooms,
five bedrooms, six bedrooms. One
of each – can be used as nine
bedrooms. Convenient to school.
Leases June 1st 2012-May 30th
2013. Call (617)448-6233
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CHAPLAIN\’S TABLE - RELIGION
AND POP CULTURE MacPhie
Conf. Room/Dewick Dining 5 - 7
PM - October 27, 2011 Prof. Anne
Mahoney Classics Dept. ”Ancient
Popular Culture” *NO MEAL
POINTS NEEDED

NOONTIME CONCERT - GODDARD
CHAPEL 12:30 PM - October 27,
2011 Pei-Yeh Tsai, Piano FREE
CONCERT; ALL ARE WELCOME

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Newton, Dalton thriving in rookie seasons
by

Alex Arthur

Daily Staff Writer

The learning curve for rookie quarterbacks in the National
Football League (NFL) is generally very steep. For every franchise quarterback like the Rams’
Sam Bradford or the Steelers’ Ben
Roethlisberger, there are three
times as many quarterbacks —
like the Jets’ Mark Sanchez, the
Buccaneers’ Josh Freeman, the
49ers’ Alex Smith or the Broncos’
Kyle Orton — who struggle
immensely during their rookie seasons before developing into solid
starters. And that’s not to mention
the tens of rookie quarterbacks
who are forced into action and
deliver minimal results.
Given the fact that this summer’s training camp did not start
until July 27 due to the lockout,
the expectation for rookie quarterbacks coming into this season
was especially low.
However, the Panthers’ Cam
Newton and the Bengals’ Andy
Dalton have shined thus far, outplaying many of their veteran
counterparts. While each signalcaller has been asked to perform
different tasks for his respective
team, both have been stellar.
When the Panthers took Newton
No. 1 overall in the 2011 draft,
scouts and pundits questioned
his character, work ethic and ability to go through his progressions
and make reads in a pro-style
NFL offense. Newton has silenced
all doubters. He has turned an
offense that was dead-last in 2010
with a paltry 258.4 total yards
per game into an explosive and
dynamic force that ranks fifth in
the league with 416.6 yards per

game. Individually, Newton ranks
fourth in both passing yards, with
300 per game, and total touchdowns — eight passing, seven
rushing.
The Panthers returned a nearly identical squad from the past
season with the biggest difference being their new quarterback. Newton is succeeding in
spite of his defense — which lost
All-Pro linebacker Jon Beason in
Week 1 to injury — that ranks
third-to-last in points allowed
per game at 26.1.
Part of the Panthers’ offensive
revival has been due to the rebirth
of star wideout Steve Smith. Smith
had a disappointing 2010 season
while trying to catch the high-sailing or often short-armed passes of
Jimmy Clausen, Matt Moore, Tony
Pike and Brian St. Pierre. Coupled
with Newton’s cannon arm, however, Smith leads the league with
818 receiving yards. Newton has
completed 15 passes of 20-ormore yards so far this season and,
unsurprisingly, Smith has caught
seven of Newton’s 15 big-play
throws. The four aforementioned
quarterbacks combined for only
13 such passes all of last season.
Even after starting the season
by throwing for 422 yards in his
first professional game — a rookie
record that he would then break
the following week — Newton
is growing and improving each
game. On Sunday, he delivered his
most effective pro performance
yet, going 18-for-23 for 256 yards
passing with 59 yards on the
ground, one rushing touchdown
and no turnovers in a 33-20 victory over the Redskins.
Then there’s Andy Dalton. A
four-year starter at Texas Christian

MCT

Panthers quarterback Cam Newton has contributed 15 touchdowns in his first seven games, using both his arm
and his legs.
University (TCU), Dalton came
into the NFL with a much different
pedigree and set of expectations
than Newton. Newton, standing at
6-foot-5 and 248 pounds, played
one year at Auburn University,
where he won a national championship, broke countless records,
won a Heisman Trophy and set
the college football world aflame.
Dalton, standing at a slighter
6-foot-2 and 220 pounds, does not
boast massive arm strength like
Newton’s and does not run like the
Panthers’ QB. However, if there is
one thing that Dalton shares with
Newton, it’s winning. Dalton went

42-7 as a starter at TCU and has
the Cincinnati Bengals at 4-2 so
far this year.
The Bengals drafted Dalton
in the second round as a security blanket in case then-starting
quarterback Carson Palmer made
good on his plans to retire rather
than continue playing for Cincy.
Once it became clear Palmer
would not return to the Bengals,
Dalton stepped in and has performed admirably.
Dalton, much like Sanchez in
2009 and Roethlisberger in 2004
before him, has not been asked to
shoulder the offensive load as his

team relies on a stingy defense to
win games. The Bengals rank fifth
in both rushing yards per game
and passing yards per game this
season. Dalton’s stats are not flashy
— he is 23rd in the league with 219
passing yards per game — but his
QB rating sits at 84.3, good for
14th overall and five spots ahead
of Newton.
With a soft schedule outside of
the division, and a bevy of young
weapons including receiver A.J.
Green and tight end Jermaine
Gresham, Dalton has the Bengals
looking like a dark-horse for an
AFC Wild Card bid.

Jumbos finish fall seasons this weekend
CREW
continued from page 16

of 22, surpassed three other
college teams in the open-field
event and finished 16th overall
with a time of 21:05.333.
A second doubles team,
featuring juniors Caroline
Patterson and Kate Brena,
finished third among college
fours and 20th overall with a
22:20.797 finishing time.
“We were the fastest collegiate doubles team, and that’s
among world-class athletes,”
Holec said. “We’re happy with
the way we performed and the
atmosphere was incredible.”
Both the men’s and women’s
varsity teams will conclude
their fall seasons this weekend at the Head of the Fish
Regatta in Saratoga Springs,
N.Y. Meanwhile, the women’s
lightweight eights team will
travel to Worcester, Mass., on
Saturday for the Quinsigamond
Fall Novice Championships.
Especially considering their
season so far, the Jumbos
would love nothing more than
to go out on an encouraging
note.
“We have a few different
races going on this weekend
and we can’t wait to get another opportunity in the water,”
Parisi said. “We’ll be in smaller
boats on an easier course [than
the Charles] so we expect positive results.”

Josh Berlinger/Tufts Daily

The women’s varsity eights team finished 24th in Sunday’s race at the Head of the Charles.
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Golf

Coach Bob Sheldon wins McCullough Award
Golf team wraps up fall season at New England Championships
by

Aaron Leibowitz

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts golf coach Bob Sheldon earned
this year’s McCullough Award, annually
given to a college golf coach in New
England for commitment to the sport
and for contributions to players, coaches
and local and regional golf committees.
Sheldon accepted the award at a
reception on Oct. 16, just before the
golf team concluded its fall season with
a 29th-place finish at the two-day New
England Championships.
The award, named for the late
University of Hartford golf coach
Gordon McCullough, is awarded based
on a poll of coaches in the region.
Sheldon, who has coached golf at Tufts
for 22 years and previously served as
president and vice president of the
New England Intercollegiate Golf
Association, was surprised but honored to receive it.
“It means a lot,” he said. “I’m a [men’s]
basketball coach at Tufts too, but I take
the golf seriously. It’s nice for the coach-

ing fraternity in New England to see that
I do take it seriously.”
Sheldon is known around campus for
his boisterous basketball coaching style,
but he alters his approach when coaching golf.
“I can’t scream at somebody to make
a putt — they probably would miss it,”
Sheldon said. “With the golf it’s more
about working on their mental games. It’s
a short season, so we can’t really work on
the mechanics as much.”
During matches, Sheldon goes from
hole to hole giving his players advice on
which clubs to use, since player-to-player interaction is not allowed. In addition,
he tries to calm down players who are
getting frustrated.
“He creates an atmosphere that’s really conducive to playing your best,” freshman Alex Zorniger said. “I have friends
who play at other schools and it’s a very
stressful atmosphere, but it’s not the
same here.”
Despite Sheldon’s laid-back style
on the course, his personality comes
through just fine.

And he makes sure to give his golfers
nicknames.
“John Wawer is ‘Grinder,’ Harrison
Odaniell is ‘Smiles,’ Kenny Alperin is ‘The
Snake,’ and Mike McCarthy is ‘Murph,’”
Zorniger said. “Before every round, coach
Sheldon will introduce me to my opponents as ‘Big Al.’”
Sheldon also gave quite a speech when
accepting the McCullough Award at The
Irish Village Restaurant.
“I thanked some people, and then I
took a couple shots at some of the other
coaches,” he said. “Just to let ‘em know
Tufts is here.”
“He thanked Wesleyan for bringing a team that everybody could always
beat,” Zorniger said. “And then we lost to
Wesleyan [at New Englands].”
The team’s fall season concluded with
New Englands on Oct. 17 and 18, when
the Jumbos placed 29th out of 34 teams. A
trio of freshmen was impressive for Tufts:
Wawer finished 32nd overall with a twoday score of 155, including a 75 (3-over)
on Tuesday, while Odaniell and Zorniger
each had two-day totals of 166.

Friendship grows as final NESCAC playoffs approach
SOCCER

continued from page 16

while O’Connor lived two doors down in
Metcalf Hall.
Yet while they remained close, their soccer
results that year were far from it. The women
made it to the conference semifinals, falling to perennial powerhouse Williams.
O’Connor played all 16 games and totaled
four assists. But the men struggled, going
2-10-2 in what proved to be coach Ralph
Ferrigno’s final year at Tufts. Despite tying for
the team leader in goals, it was a trying year
for Blumenthal.
“[Matt] was definitely upset with how the
season turned out,” O’Connor said. “But
almost immediately he switched gears and
started setting goals for his junior season
which he knew would be better, especially
with the promise of a new coach.”
When the pair headed off campus junior
year, they were far apart for the first time
since they had arrived on the Hill. But at that
point, they no longer needed to be neighbors to remain good friends.
“We have the same group of friends
outside of soccer as well,” O’Connor said.
“I live with a couple different athletes and
my group of friends is close with his group
of friends, so we ended up hanging out a lot
regardless.”
The women’s team had its best season
since O’Connor arrived, finishing the regular
season 8-2-4 and earning the top seed in
the NESCAC tournament. But the campaign
ended in disappointment, as the Jumbos fell
in penalty kicks to Bates in the quarterfinals.
That left a bitter taste in their mouths.
“I remember Lauren being devastated
in the following days, but she knew they
would never let a season end like that
again,” Blumenthal said. “What stood out
to me was how hard she pushed herself this
entire offseason to get back on the right
track for this fall.”
The men were also on the rise, posting a
5-8-2 record under new coach Josh Shapiro
and returning to the playoffs before suffering
another quarterfinal defeat.
Yet despite positive results in 2010, expectations were not all that high for the teams
as O’Connor and Blumenthal prepared to
become captains in 2011. The women’s team
had graduated three-quarters of a defensive
line that had been the key to their success
the previous year. The men lost three of their
top five scorers and still seemed a long way
from returning to prominence.
Leading Each Other
At the end of last spring, O’Connor was
named co-captain of the women’s team with
Olivia Rowse while Blumenthal was named
a tri-captain alongside Alan Bernstein and
Pat Bauer. To complicate matters even more,
O’Connor was to play a more attack-minded
role in the midfield for the first time in her
collegiate career, while Blumenthal, who had
been near the top of the roster in scoring the
last two years, was asked to move into the
central defensive midfield position in the
team’s new 4-5-1 formation.
With a bevy of new roles and responsibilities to handle, the pair turned to each other

over the summer for help.
“We talked about how to handle pre-season and things like that,” Blumenthal said.
“We talked about how our teams are doing
and frustrations we are having and what we
can do about them.”
“It’s nice to see someone else going through
the same problems you are,” O’Connor
added. “I definitely watched in pre-season
and stole some of his ideas and some drills
that I thought could help us too.”
The teams also played pickup games with
each other over the summer to stay fresh.
Though there is no record of the games,
Blumenthal insists he scored more goals. Yet
he was also quick to compliment O’Connor
on the strengths of her game that he tried to
emulate coming into the season.
“She switches the ball very well and is very
composed on the ball,” he said. “She also has
a really good sense of where to be.”
The pair also discussed strategy as they
tried to mold their young teams into contenders. Facing new teammates and new
formations, there was plenty to talk about.
“We both talk tactics a lot,” O’Connor
said. “Although I hate to admit it, women
can learn a lot from the guys’ game. I’m
always eager to hear what he has to say
about his games.”
When the season began, everything
seemed to click perfectly into place. The
men’s team has exceeded all expectations
with the help of a group of talented freshman. They sit fourth in the New England
regional rankings after a blazing 8-3-2 start.
The women’s team has all but locked up the
No. 4 seed in the NESCAC and sits eighth in
the region.
Individually, both Blumenthal and
O’Connor have flourished in their new roles.
With Blumenthal in the defensive midfielder
role the men’s team is averaging just over a
goal allowed per game. O’Connor has also
come into her own as an attacking player,
tallying three goals already this season. The
pair has also impressed each other with their
leadership abilities.
“I love going to Lauren’s games and listening to her scream at everybody and try
to motivate them,” Blumenthal said. “She’s
definitely a good leader and I know the rest
of the team definitely looks up to her.”
A Friendly Rivalry
While the two have always remained
good friends, a friendly rivalry has formed
between them — the type that should be
expected between any pair of true competitors. Yet at its core, it’s all in good fun.
“We talk [penalty kick] styles a bit,”
O’Connor said of the shots that have consistently been a thorn in the side of her
team over recent years. “It’s definitely a
little competition.”
O’Connor seems to have the edge there,
having deftly buried a key attempt into the
upper 90 to earn the Jumbos a 2-2 draw
against then-No. 23 Wheaton College on
Sept. 21. But Blumenthal is quick to add that
she got lucky on that one.
The teams also have an annual bet on who
can finish the season with a better record.
While O’Connor focused on the teams’ iden-

tical conference marks, Blumenthal did not
hesitate to remind her about the men’s more
impressive non-conference ledger. Playing
in the same season as three highly successful women’s teams — volleyball, field hockey
and soccer — he seems proud to finally be
putting up similar results.
“I think our three teams [field hockey and
men’s and women’s soccer], always having
the same schedules, like to compare how
we are doing, and finally we are on par with
everyone else,” Blumenthal said.
One Big Family
There is no arguing that Blumenthal and
O’Connor have been at the heart of their
teams’ successes this season. Nor is it debatable that their friendship has been pivotal

The Jumbos struggled against some
tough competition in their six fall tournaments. They placed seventh at NESCAC
Qualifiers on Oct. 1-2, shy of the top-four
finish needed to compete for the conference title in the spring.
Their best performance was a secondplace effort at the Bison Invitational at
Nichols College on Oct. 9. Tufts finished
just eight strokes behind the winner,
Endicott, and had some excellent individual showings. Sophomore Sebastian Vik
shot a 78 — good for third overall, Odaniell
tied for seventh with a 79 and Zorniger
and Wawer tied for 12th with scores of 81.
For a squad consisting of four freshmen, five sophomores and one junior, the
future is promising.
“We played three freshmen and two
sophomores,” Zorniger said. “I think
we’ve got a nice core going forward.”
Still, coach Sheldon believes the squad
would be better with just one, small
addition.
“I’ve played golf all my life,” he said. “I
think I’d be the number two or three man
on this team.”

in helping them get there. But perhaps that
is too narrow of a view — perhaps it is the
continued back and forth support of the athletics community as a whole that continues
to breed success on the Hill. Whether it plays
a role or not, it is not likely that the support
will be going away anytime soon.
“It’s a pretty general theme that the biggest supporters of sports here are other athletes, and especially within the same sport,”
O’Connor said. “We’ve always been each
other’s biggest fans — the teams in general
and Matt and I.”
The friendship between Blumenthal and
O’Connor is ever-growing, and it may just
hit its crescendo on Saturday. But one thing
is for sure: they will be cheering each other
on every step of the way.

What is oSTEM? oSTEM is a society for LBGT students
in Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics.

TODAY, October 26th
LGBT Center
5pm-7pm
Come meet some new people, learn about oSTEM, and
the CSD. Professors Tim Atherton (Physics) and Ben
Hescott (Computer Science) will be joining us.
Food will be provided.

Sponsored by
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Elephants in the Room

Adam Auerbach
Senior kicker
Football

Matt Blumenthal
Senior defender
Men’s soccer

Lindsay Griffith
Senior F/M
Field hockey

Lauren O’Connor
Senior midfielder
Women’s soccer

Halloween Costume

I hate _______
because ______

Charlie Sheen

I hate Boston
because of the
Red Sox

We’re doing
Wizard of Oz. I
got Tin Man, but
you got to see
Poon as Dorothy

A founding father

I’ll be fully
disguised as a
soccer player all
weekend

Things I would do
in the Red Sox clubhouse

Urinate

I hate Zach
Cousens because
he has no flaws

I hate Selena
Gomez because
she stole my
man

I hate mice
because of freshman year in
Lewis

Anthony Monaco
is ________

My homeboy

Play Threefa and
TUMMIES

President

Steal their fried
chicken and beer

From Delaware...
represent

Kick it with
Ellsbury

Precious

all photos courtesy tufts athletics

Sugata Bose: Reading and Conversation
Gardiner Professor of Oceanic
History and Affairs at Harvard
University and author of
India’s Struggle Against Empire
discusses his new book, His
Majesty’s Opponent: Subhas
Chandra Bose.

Thursday, Oct 27, 5pm
Center for the Humanities
48 Professors Row
*Q&A and reception to follow
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Ethan Sturm | Rules of the Game

SOCCER

Six degrees of inseparable

Soccer captains’ friendship fuels on-field successes
by

Ethan Sturm

Daily Editorial Board

Start drawing comparisons between Matt
Blumenthal and Lauren O’Connor, and you
will be convinced that you have stumbled
into an episode of the “Twilight Zone”
(1959-1964). The two are senior captains
of the men’s and women’s soccer teams,
respectively. They are both central defensive players, and both wear the number six.
They share double majors — economics
and psychology — and a place of residence
— neighboring houses on College Avenue.
Most importantly, they have a friendship
that extends beyond the soccer pitch.
But as the fall sports teams enter the
final week of the season, the pair will be
looking to draw one final parallel in their
Tufts careers. With a win or draw for the

women’s team and a victory for the men’s
team later today, they will likely be playing
back-to-back NESCAC quarterfinal matches on Kraft Field for the first time in their
four years at the school. The road to get
here has been a long one, but their friendship — along with the ever-supportive Tufts
Athletics community — has played a role
every step of the way.
When we were young
O’Connor and Blumenthal have been good
friends since they first met freshman year in
the confines of Lewis Hall. Because much of
the men’s team’s freshman class lived there,
Blumenthal found himself spending a lot of
his time in Lewis despite living in South Hall.
Meanwhile, O’Connor lived just down the
hall from the guys, and often ended up in the
same circles of friends.

“Men’s and women’s soccer in general are
pretty close teams, and our freshman classes were both especially close,” Blumenthal
said. “We all spent a lot of time together.”
And while the teams grew friendly off
the field, they put up similar results on
it. The men finished 8-6-1 with a conference quarterfinals loss to Trinity, while the
women finished 8-5-1, before also falling
in the round of eight. Both Blumenthal
and O’Connor made an impact in their
first year: he had a goal and an assist in
11 appearances, while she tallied a pair of
assists while starting most of the year on
the backline.
Sophomore year came, and the two
found themselves once again in close proximity. Blumenthal was living at Zeta Psi,
see SOCCER, page 14

Rivalry
rules

T

wo weekends ago, I was watching a
Giants game, which for a fan of the
G-Men is not far off from stabbing
yourself repeatedly in the eye with
a needle. In this particular case, they were
facing the Buffalo Bills, an upstart team from
the AFC East. When Fred Jackson broke an
80-yard touchdown run just 14 seconds after
the Giants had taken the lead, I received a
text from a Jets fan friend of mine taking joy
in the Bills’ success and the Giants’ failure.
Now, I’m all for banter between fans of
opposing squads, but seriously? The Bills’
run of success is currently the reason the Jets
are on the outside looking in for the postseason. Why? Because the two teams play in the
same division. Meanwhile, the Giants play in
a completely different conference, have little
bearing on the Jets this season and actually
did them a favor by beating the Bills 27-24.
(Thankfully, I was running low on needles.)
I’ve grown tired of people fabricating rivalries that just don’t exist; it’s time to lay down
the law. Here you have it: the rules of what
constitutes a true sports rivalry.
1. Annual Competition
I’m sorry, but if two teams don’t play each
other every year, they just can’t be rivals.
European soccer gets it, when a team —
such as Manchester City — falls out of the
same tier as its rival, the rivalry loses its
luster. College football understands it too.
If a team’s main rival is out of conference,
they make sure they are still on the annual
schedule. Clemson currently has National
Championship aspirations that could be
diminished by a season-ending matchup
with South Carolina, but they play the game
because of its importance.
But the Giants and the Jets? They play once
every four years. Once! How do you build up
a rivalry with a team that you only meet on
the field two or three times per decade?
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Seniors Lauren O’Connor and Matt Blumenthal hope to lead their teams to victory in the NESCAC tournament quarterfinals on
Saturday.

Crew

Jumbos struggle in 47th annual Head of
the Charles Regatta
by

Zachey Kliger

Senior Staff Writer

The men’s and women’s crew teams
did not fare well over the weekend at
the 47th annual Head of the Charles
Regatta in Cambridge, placing near
the bottom of the pack in nearly every
race category they participated in.
Sunday’s action saw Tufts compete
in the men’s collegiate eights followed
by the women’s collegiate eights and
the women’s lightweight eights. The
men’s varsity eights team featured
sophomore Jeremy Rosenblatt as coxswain, junior Kyle Flood on stroke,
junior Will Hickey in the 7-seat, sophomore Denis Richard at 6, sophomore
Ian McConnell at 5, sophomore Sang
Wook Park at 4, sophomore Jeffrey
Thibodeau at 3, senior Michael Bai at
2 and sophomore Nathan Yuen in the
bow seat. The team placed 35th out of
39 teams with a 17:05.562 finish time.
“The results might not seem great,
but as a team we feel pretty good
about the race we had,” McConnell
said. “We had one of our best personal
times of the season so we’re happy
about that. It’s important to remem-

ber that it is the premier regatta with
teams from around the country. It’s
the best of the best. Just being there is
special.”
The women’s varsity eights team
featured senior Gillian Hodes as coxswain, senior Margaret Debski at
stroke, sophomore Caroline Ricard
in the 7-seat, senior Lily Carey at 6,
freshman Rebecca Perrin at 5, freshman Katharine Fitzgerald at 4, senior
Kara Breen at 3, freshman Virginia
Trumbull at 2 and senior Georgia
Gunner as the bow. The women’s lineup did not fare much better than the
men’s, finishing 24th in a field of 29
with a time of 19:05.652.
The lightweight women’s eights
squad closed the day on a down note,
placing eighth out of nine with a
19:59.563 finishing time. The Jumbos’
lineup featured junior Sara Honickman
as coxswain, senior tri-captain Erika
Parisi on stroke, freshman Hanna
Buechi in seven, freshman Isabella
Stelle in six, senior Miriam Gutman in
five, senior Hannah Will in four, freshman Brett Mele in three, freshman
Rachael Filer in two and freshman
Sonia Chokshi in the bow seat.

“We knew going into the weekend
that we’d be going against very tough
teams from Div. I schools that recruit
nationally,” Parisi said. “We are happy
with the way we focused on our own
technique, and we feel we did the best
we could.”
Saturday’s results were not much
better for Tufts, which was among a
prestigious field of racers in the collegiate fours event. The men’s collegiate fours team was unable to eclipse
the 20 minute mark, placing 37th out
of 39 teams with a 20:00.42 finish.
Sophomore Carter Palmer handled
stroke for the squad, with classmen
Andrew Rogers, Timothy Peng and
Luke Abdow in the third, second and
the bow seat, respectively. Sophomore
Jessie Howard sat in front as the boat’s
coxswain.
The one shining light in an otherwise disappointing weekend for the
Jumbos came in Saturday’s women’s
championship doubles, which saw
senior Kathleen Holec and junior Ali
Maykranz top the collegiate field. The
Jumbos, after starting 18th in a field
see CREW, page 13

2. Postseason Implications
Two teams can face each other all the time,
but when the Patriots had won 15 straight
games against the Bills before this season,
you aren’t looking at much of a rivalry. Not
only should rival teams want to beat each
other, but they should need to. I’m talking
about divisional races and playoff series. The
Lakers and Celtics play in opposite conferences on opposite ends of the country, but
they have faced off 12 times in the NBA
finals, nearly 20 percent of all finals in the
sport. The Steelers and Ravens don’t have
much geographical similarity but consistently clash in defensive slugfests to decide
the AFC North.
The Yankees and Mets — another one
of those “New York” rivalries — don’t have
any postseason history. They have played in
exactly one World Series, and that was more
of a massacre than a baseball series. Don’t
give me any of that Giants/Patriots rivalry
crap either; one game does not create a
rivalry.
3. Historic Moments
Bucky F’ing Dent. Spygate. Punting to
DeSean Jackson. It is moments like these
that are passed down from generation to
generation, separating fan bases by margins
that cannot be repaired. The image of Pedro
and Don Zimmer going to blows will forever
live on in the minds of Yankees and Red Sox
fans. Sometimes, what happens off the field
is just as important as what happens on it,
fueling the fire more than any X’s and O’s
ever could.
There you have it, my scientific theory on
rivalries. I chose to leave out geographical
proximity and player rivalries, as they can
both be relevant, but don’t exist across the
board.
So now the next time you want to make
a comment about a rivalry to me, give this a
look first. If it doesn’t fit, don’t bother me. I’ve
got far too much bad football to watch.
Ethan Sturm is a junior majoring in biopsychology. He can be reached at Ethan.
Sturm@tufts.edu.

