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Mock trial sends two teams to Nationals
by

Alexandra Bogus

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts’ mock trial program won two
bids at a regional tournament last weekend that will allow them to compete at
a national level. The wins mark the first
time in the program’s history that more
than one team will be heading to a
national qualifying tournament.
The group sent two of its four teams
to last weekend’s Boston Regional
Mock Trial Tournament. They placed
sixth and seventh among the 20 competing schools.
Bids for the national qualifying
tournament were given to the top
eight finishers.
“Getting seventh is just as good as
getting first, because both [our] teams
get to go on to the next round,” said
sophomore Jonathan Lautin, a co-captain of one of the competing teams.
Boston University hosted the
tournament at the Suffolk County
Courthouse. Teams from around the
New England area competed, according to junior Rebekah Sokol, co-presi-
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Two Tufts mock trial teams received bids to a national qualifying tournament after competing
at last weekend’s regional tournament at the Suffolk County Courthouse.
dent of the program.
The Boston competition is one of over
20 regional tournaments held nationwide throughout February. Lautin said

that it is “one of the most competitive”
of the regional competitions.
see MOCK TRIAL, page 2

Oxfam Café shifts focus in effort to attract more customers
by

Nate Breg

Daily Staff Writer

Oxfam Café hopes to draw more customers this semester by changing its menu,
hosting more performances and increasing
its level of advertising.
The café is also shifting its focus away
from food preparation and toward a variety of beverages and snack foods, such as
cookies and trail mix. It also plans to buy a
new espresso machine and will soon serving loose-leaf tea, which is bought in bulk
to reduce costs.
“The goal is to make it a great place
to flop after class,” said freshman Everett
Wallace, an Oxfam site manager.
The establishment has resumed serving Indian food from Namaskar, an Indian
restaurant in Davis Square, after a void last
semester. Its workers have also worked on
increasing the number of musical performances and other shows at the venue.
“I’ve tried the Indian food and it’s amaz-

Aalok Kanani/Tufts Daily

Oxfam Café hopes to keep its volunteers busy by attracting new customers.
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Somerville housing
project to start anew
with funding influx
by

Leslie Ogden

Daily Editorial Board

Efforts to improve the quality of
affordable housing in Somerville
received a monetary boost last month
when a statewide finance and development agency approved a low-cost
financing package for a renovation of a
local housing project.
MassDevelopment pledged support
for three low-cost financing packages
totaling approximately $22.8 million,
$14 million of which will go to a
project at Capen Court in Somerville.
The Somerville project, run by the
Somerville Housing Authority (SHA),
will use the tax-exempt bond it
receives to demolish the existing
project and rebuild a new 95-unit
facility that will cater to seniors and
disabled people.
The SHA serves low- and moderateincome families and individuals, and
average rent in its complexes is around
$200 per month, SHA deputy director
Paul Mackey told the Daily.
The Capen Court site, originally built
in the 1950s, was intended specifically
for veterans, according to Mackey. He
said that the complex is now outdated.
“There were no elevators, so as our
population aged it was very hard to
put seniors in because many of them
see HOUSING, page 2

Sean Smith/Tufts Daily

The Capen Court housing project will be
rebuilt and brought up to date.

Freshman, student group encourage reflection on faith
Tufts CAFE to emphasize face-to-face dialogue
by Saumya Vaishampayan

Daily Staff Writer

A new student group will focus
on dialogue at a personal level
as it seeks to counter what its
organizers believe is a dearth of
religious tolerance on campus.
Tufts CAFE, an acronym for
Conversations, Action, Faith
and Education, came about as
an extension of Tufts Pathways,
an interfaith initiative that
aims to promote tolerance
across religions.
The idea for CAFE arose last
spring, and group members are
now working on a number of
programs — including weekly
meetings and an academic panel
that will broach the subject of
the end of the world — for this
semester. Organizers hope to
eventually gain recognition from
the Tufts Community Union

(TCU) Senate next semester.
Those involved with Pathways
have organized retreats, multiuniversity conferences and
Experimental College courses
with the goal of helping to promote a more tolerant atmosphere
at Tufts. Pathways is funded by a
grant from the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security.
That grant will end later this
semester, though. Some of those
involved with Pathways felt that
a more concrete, lasting group
was necessary — and thus came
about the idea for CAFE.
“It’s important … to come
together and to get to know
each other and also have the
difficult conversations that
sometimes need to be had,”
said junior Erin Taylor, who is
helping to form CAFE.
Personal contact is key to
promoting tolerance in the long

term, Taylor said. To that end,
CAFE members intend to create spaces for people of various
cultures and belief systems to
come together.
Organizers hope this type of
dialogue will help to break down
stereotypes and dispel bigotry.
“The goal is really to create
opportunities for open and
honest conversation among
students of different backgrounds,” said Najiba Akbar, a
staff member in the Office of the
University Chaplain who works
on Pathways. Akbar has worked
closely with students involved in
Tufts CAFE.
Junior Katie Vogel, another
CAFE leader, thinks that interfaith dialogue can serve as an
excellent learning opportunity.
“If people enjoy this, then it will
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see CAFE, page 2

Freshman hopes to turn space
in Eaton Hall into ‘peace room’
by

Neesha Bhagat

Contributing Writer

One freshman has set in
motion a project to transform
one of the rooms in Eaton Hall
into a place where students can
go to reflect and learn about
other cultures.
Elliott McCarthy hopes to
bring into being a “multicultural peace room” in one of the
classrooms on Eaton’s basement floor. While the plans
remain in their initial stages,
students could begin using the
proposed space in another year
or two.
“The aim is to create a place
for people to find the inner
peace that resides within every
one of us,” said McCarthy, a

freshman who is also a Tufts
Community Union senator.
“Understanding oneself is paramount to finding oneself.”
Preliminary plans for the room
include new interactive media,
couches and other furniture to
provide for a comfortable and
inviting atmosphere.
McCarthy’s idea for the space
centers on reflection and expression, but he also wants the room
to educate students of all backgrounds about different beliefs
and cultures.
“I hope to attract religious
students but also students interested in learning about religions
and cultures that are not their
own,” McCarthy said.
see PEACE ROOM, page 2
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McCarthy wants space to serve all students
PEACE ROOM

continued from page 1

McCarthy has contacted
the leaders of several student
religious groups, including
Tufts Hillel, Tufts Christian
Fellowship, the Baha’i Student
Association and the Freethought
Society and has discussed his
plans with University Chaplain
David O’Leary.
“The chaplaincy has pledged
to be there for moral support and
serve as a guiding hand. They
have been really great so far,”
McCarthy said.
He has also worked closely
with Tufts Pathways, an interfaith
initiative that aims to promote
discourse across religions.
O’Leary said that coordination
with relevant student organizations would ensure a lack of bias
in the multicultural room.
“Shared interfaith space needs
to be neutral,” O’Leary said.
“There should be no symbols, no
paintings, maybe a few books in
the corners. The more light and
natural elements the better.”
McCarthy hopes that students
who are not associated with a

particular religion will use the
peace room, too.
“I know there is a large population of non-religious students
on campus that are often forgotten,” McCarthy said. “I think
reaching out to them is absolutely essential.”
A fair portion of the student body would use the peace
room, according to O’Leary,
who was enthusiastic about the
initial plans.
“Goddard Chapel is used
throughout the day; there are
people coming in to sit and pray,”
he said. “The Interfaith Center is
also getting a lot of use, especially
at night from 6 to 10 … Students
are using the buildings we have.”
There remain several issues
to resolve, though, O’Leary said.
He said that there were security
concerns with providing 24-hour
access to the room.
“Students can’t be going into
buildings at 3 in the morning,”
O’Leary said. “There are lots of
issues we need to work out especially in regards to students’ safety and liability issues.”
The transformation will have

“little to no cost,” McCarthy
said, “other than the opportunity cost of the room being used
as a classroom.”
McCarthy first thought of the
idea for creating such a space
after visiting a multi-faith
retreat center called The Peace
Abbey, in Sherborn, Mass. That
center advocates for nonviolence, peacemaking and cruelty-free living.
“I was really taken by the
‘Multi-Faith Chapel’” there, he
said. “There are religious icons
and symbols around the room,
and it is meant for prayer and
personal understanding and
finding oneself. What a great
thing to bring to campus.”
With plans for the peace room
moving forward, McCarthy
encouraged people to speak out
and express their opinions of
the project.
“Between those who are religious and those who are not
religious, everyone has an equal
chance to voice their views,”
McCarthy said. “There is no such
thing as too much input with this
sort of thing.”

Oxfam Café works to increase patronage

OXFAM

continued from page 1

ing,” Wallace said. “I think it will
be a big draw.”
The decision to revamp
Oxfam, located in the back of
Miller Hall, resulted from feedback from patrons, volunteers
and managers. The recent alterations, more online advertising and fliers are all efforts to
increase the café’s patronage.
“I think the café has been off
the campus radar because we
haven’t advertised [or] organized,”
Wallace said. “I’m genuinely excited about this café because it’s a
great location, it has really good
food and no one knows about it.
It’s crazy.”
The volunteers who run and

work at Oxfam also hope the restaurant’s charitable mission will
bring in more customers. The
café’s workers are volunteers, and
the establishment’s proceeds go
to the nongovernmental organization Oxfam International.
“If you’re going to get a coffee,
a tea or a latte, why not do it at
Oxfam, where the money is going
to Oxfam International?” said
Robin Socol, a sophomore who
has volunteered at Oxfam Café
since last year.
Oxfam International is a group
that supports development and
human rights campaigns around
the world with the stated aim of
fighting poverty and injustice.
Last spring, volunteers made
physical renovations to the café,

replacing furniture and color-coordinating the space. These changes
were funded by donations to the
café from patrons.
“We wanted to make it more
uniform and cleaner, to make it
feel more pulled-together and unified,” said senior Carmel Curtis,
the general manager of Oxfam.
“The renovation made us look
more like a legit space.”
This time around, the café’s
workers emphasized what they
believe to be the café’s relaxing
atmosphere.
“I think the appeal of Oxfam is
its relaxing environment and the
work it does,” Socol said.
“Every group that meets there,
they always do it again because it’s
a great place,” Wallace added.
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Mock trial team sees success
at weekend tournament
MOCK TRIAL

continued from page 1

Tufts competed nationally for the first time last
year when one of its teams
received a bid.
Team captains expressed
surprise at the success of the
program, given the lack of
experience among a large portion of the group’s members.
“We’ve really come a long
way this year,” said co-president James Wright, a senior.
“We were really excited that
we had a young team, but we
didn’t think we’d be able to
make it with the lack of veteran presence at the time.”
Wright attributed the program’s recent success to the
willingness of younger team
members to work hard and
learn from upperclassmen. He
said the freshmen made up
“one of the most talented firstyear classes we’ve ever seen.”
Tufts’ mock trial program is
relatively young compared to
other competing universities,
according to Wright; it was
established five to six years
ago. The achievements at last
weekend’s regional competition, he added, served as a
testament to how much the
group has improved since
the program’s inception.
“We’re a very young program and, over the past two
years, we’ve really shown
that we can be as competitive as some of the older programs,” Sokol, who is also
the executive photo editor
for the Daily, said. “The fact
that in such a short period of
time we have become prominent on the national sector is
really significant.”
According to Wright, an
initiative to encourage cohesiveness between teams contributed to the recent wins.
“This year, we really made

a concerted effort to make
sure all the team’s captains
were working together,”
he said. In prior years, the
program’s teams possessed
solid leadership but worked
as separate units as opposed
to as part of a larger group.
“We’ve shifted focus,” he
said, “and it’s really paid
dividends.”
Last week’s two winning
Tufts teams will head to
Memphis, Tenn. on March 27
to compete in a qualifying
tournament for a national
mock trial championship.
The top six teams in that
round will move on to the
national championship.
The two teams that did
not participate last weekend will compete in another
regional tournament at Roger
Williams University on Feb.
21 and 22. If either of those
teams places in the top eight
in that competition, they will
receive a bid to compete in a
different national qualifier.
The possibility of having
three or four Tufts teams contend for a national title shows
that the program is making
great progress, Lautin said.
“It really seems like we’re
heading on the right track,”
he added.
Sokol agreed. “We’re kind
of in a situation that I hadn’t
anticipated,” she said. “I’m
completely flabbergasted
that we’re even considering
this sort of thing.”
Both Sokol and Wright had
high expectations for the
teams competing regionally
later this month, predicting that the program might
see last weekend’s success
repeated.
“We tried to distribute the
talent on the team as evenly
as possible,” Wright said. “I
think they’ll do very well.”

Low-income housing project receives
funding from City of Somerville
HOUSING

continued from page 1

Natalie Selzer/Tufts Daily

Organizers of Tufts CAFE, a new student group aiming to promote personal interfaith dialogue, met at the Mayer Campus Center on Sunday.

CAFE to focus on interfaith dialogue
CAFE

continued from page 1

send a message that dialogue is cool, which
is a good message to send,” she said.
At a general interest meeting on Jan. 29
in Brown and Brew, students gathered to
hear about the group’s vision and how to
get involved. “It was fantastic,” said sophomore Danna Solomon, who is helping to
organize CAFE. “We talked about CAFE and
did a mixer.”
With roughly 15 new attendees of a variety of backgrounds at the meeting, CAFE
now has a base of 30 or so interested students. This will prove useful when the
group applies to become a TCU Senaterecognized organization.
For its inaugural event, the group will
hold a panel on life, death and the end of

the world. The program was inspired by a
Mayan-inspired belief that the world might
end in 2012.
CAFE’s initial plans call for a panel of
professors from different areas of academia who will talk various interpretations of the topic. In the spirit of face-toface interaction, audience members will
then break into small discussion groups.
CAFE organizers have not yet set date for
the program.
This semester’s events will serve as a
litmus test for figuring out how to run the
group next fall.
“[We want to] have some events, figure
out what works and what people want from
us, so when we apply to be an organization
in the fall we are very clear on what we
need to do,” Taylor said.

couldn’t make the stairs,” he said.
According to Mackey, specific
measures will be taken during reconstruction to ensure the efficiency of
the unit.
“We realize the cost to renovate a
property outweighs the cost of constructing something new — especially in making it green with centralized
heating systems,” he said.
MassDevelopment, the agency that
approved the financing packages
for the Capen Court site renovation,
works with businesses and institutions across the state to increase economic growth in Massachusetts by
serving as a conduit issuer of taxexempt bonds. It provides low-cost
financing for projects that will have a
positive impact on the local economy
by creating jobs and capital flow. The
bonds are not taxpayer money, but
come from purchases from the private sector.
“We do some business development as an agency — we have quite
a bit of outreach to organizations
that develop and support affordable
housing, and through that we find
these projects and the community
finds us as well for projects we can
help with,” Tony Fracasso, senior
vice president of housing finance at
MassDevelopment, told the Daily.
The Capen Court development’s
renovation will complement a nearby
Visiting Nurses Association ( VNA)
development project that was completed last year, Mackey said.
“What we are creating is an entire
campus that is a continuum of care,”
he said. “Our residents can go next

door, go into their dining room —
you’ll think you’re at the Ritz.”
The City of Somerville invested
$1.5 million in the VNA project and,
according to Somerville spokesperson
Tom Champion, is quite excited about
the closeness of the two projects.
“We think this is a wonderful joint
effort to have two really first-rate
assisted living facilities to go up
side by side and is a tremendously
important development for the city,”
Champion told the Daily.
Like the Capen Court development,
the VNA housing was built with green
features including rooftop solar panels, rainwater recycling technology
and Energy Star products.
The use of these energy-efficient
tools helps the VNA to reduce not only
their carbon footprint, but also their
expenses, according to VNA president
and CEO Linda Cornell.
The VNA constructed its first
affordable assisted living center
around 10 years ago in response
to a growing demand for affordable
assisted living.
“People were finding themselves
forced to live in a nursing home —
not only older people, but people
in their ’40s and ’50s,” Cornell said.
“They could not afford to live in the
private assisted living places.”
“The bottom line for the community is this is far less expensive for
the government than having people
languish in a nursing home for two or
three more times the cost than living
in their apartment,” he said.
The two other financing packages approved last month will go
to housing projects in Allston and
Dorchester.
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Tufts researchers find that testing
increases likelihood of memory distortion
People of all ages and good health susceptible to false memories
by Jessica

Foodemics

Bidgood

Daily Editorial Board

Currently on display in the Tufts Art
Gallery is an exhibit called “A Tapestry
of Memories: The Art of Dinh Q. Lê.” Lê,
who was born in Vietnam, wove together
strips cut from iconic photos and stills
from Hollywood representations of the
Vietnam War and visual representations
of American pop culture to explore how
his memory of the war was as much
constructed by recreated narratives and
his post-war experiences as it was by his
actual time living through it.
The psychology department is taking a more scientific approach to the
same theme. Recent research by the
department explores the construction of
memory from the standpoint of cognitive research. Assistant Professor Ayanna
Thomas of the cognitive aging and
memory lab recently published a study
finding a strong link between repeated
testing of the human memory and its
propensity to recall false information as
the truth.
Thomas’s research focuses on the
construction of memory, as well as
the link between people’s confidence
in their memories and whether or not
such recollections are actually true. She
explained that this study was designed
to explore the concept of false memory,
which posits that the human mind often
recalls specific events or impressions
that a person did not actually experience
as real memory.
“We’re not going through our lives
remembering exactly what has happened,” she said. “Memory is recon-

Dilys Ong/Tufts Daily

Professor Ayanna Thomas of Tufts cognitive aging and memory lab recently found that false
memories are more common than psychologists may have previously realized.
structed in nature.”
Thomas and her team wanted to see
how people’s susceptibility to distorted
memories was affected by repeated testing, which is viewed by psychologists as
a way to help people remember things
in the long term. “There [are] robust
phenomena that show that when an
individual receives a lot of information,
they retain it better in the long term after

repeated testing.”
Before the experiment, Thomas hoped
to find a way to guard against the formation of distorted memories. “[We thought
that] we might be able to reduce people’s
susceptibility to memory distortion by
giving them a test before they received
false information,” she said.
see FALSE MEMORIES, page 4

Jump from religious high school to unaffiliated
college proves easy for most students

Students find few problems with continuing religious practices
by

Caryn Horowitz |
The Cultural Culinarian

William C. Winter and
William K. Winter
Contributing Writers

When freshmen hike up the Hill
for the first time as newly matriculated Jumbos, they sometimes leave
behind ties from religious high schools
or communities in their hometowns.
Although originally founded by
Unitarian Universalists, Tufts prides
itself on being a non-denominational
institution and encourages students of
all faiths to practice their religions.
Thus the number of students from
religious or parochial backgrounds is
significant. According to Lee Coffin,
dean of undergraduate admissions,
approximately five to seven percent of
entering freshmen graduated from a
high school with a religious affiliation.
And many more students practiced a
religion to some extent in their home
community.
Though the shock of this transition
is likely trying for some, many religious students on the Hill have found
it to be a smooth one.
Coffin explained that some of these
students are already used to mixing
with peers who do not share their
religious beliefs. “We see many nonCatholics — even Jews — in Catholic
schools and a variety of religious backgrounds at the other types of religious
schools,” he said.
Often religious organizations on
campus step up to provide religious
support and a group of friends to ease
the transition farther.

Tien Tien/Tufts Daily

see RELIGION, page 4

Students who attended religious high schools can usually transition well to life at Tufts,
finding spaces and resources with which they can practice their faith.

E

very time I turn on the news and
hear about a new food-borne epidemic, or “foodemic” if you will, I
can’t help but think about one of my
favorite episodes of the television show
“Scrubs,” “My Life in Four Cameras.” The
show begins with a newscaster reporting
that 27 deaths have occurred due to an E.
coli breakout, and people flock to Sacred
Heart Hospital convinced that they are
infected by the bacteria. While some of the
patients are actually sick, J.D. (the show’s
protagonist) notes that the hospital’s waiting room is mostly filled with “every hypochondriac in the city.”
While it’s common, unfortunately, to
read of isolated incidents of E. coli, such
as one that occurred last week in Denver
that infected 20 people and is reminiscent
of the Scrubs episode, it is much more
unusual for national foodemics to occur.
National foodemics are usually related to
strains of bacteria found in fresh produce
and raw meat. In Sept. 2006 there was an
E. coli foodemic in fresh spinach, and over
this past summer there was a foodemic of
salmonella in tomatoes. It is even more
atypical, however, for a foodemic to occur
due to processed foods and for two of
them to occur within a few weeks of each
other. With recent reports of strains of salmonella found in peanut butter and traces
of mercury in high fructose corn syrup,
those waiting rooms must be packed.
Peanut butter sales have plummeted
after over 125 products containing peanut butter produced by more than 70
companies were recalled due to a salmonella foodemic; as of Feb. 6, approximately
575 people had fallen ill and eight have
died from the bacteria. The salmonella outbreak has caused our government
to reevaluate the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA); last week, Rep. Rosa
DeLauro (D-Conn.) introduced the Food
Safety Modernization Act to Congress,
which would restructure the FDA with an
emphasis on more streamlined processes
for monitoring food safety.
Meanwhile, a Jan. 2009 report by the
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
shows that approximately 17 out of 55
brand-name products they tested that contain high fructose corn syrup were tainted
with mercury. And I’m not talking about
Jeremy Piven-esque “mercury poisoning.”
This evidence is in stark contrast with a
recent advertising campaign sponsored
by the Corn Refiners Association, a trade
group that represents the U.S. corn refining industry, which attempts to convince
consumers that high fructose corn syrup
is natural, not harmful, and is nutritionally
the same as table sugar. While this may be
true on a chemical level, high fructose corn
syrup has been frequently linked to obesity,
and with the new claims of mercury contamination, it is going to take much more
than a few commercials for consumers to
feel comfortable purchasing food and beverages with the sweetener in it.
While these recent foodemics have
caused many consumers to change their
diets and double-check the labels on their
favorite foods, researchers may have found
an answer to the spread of dangerous
pathogens. Ironically, it involves eating
more food. A joint team of Canadian and
Korean scientists has discovered that mustard seed oil may be a viable antimicrobial
against certain strains of E. coli and salmonella. The oil alters the cell structure
of the pathogens, making it harder for the
bacteria to maintain homeostasis. Their
research is still in its early stages, but if
something as common as mustard seed
oil can help fight foodemics, then pass the
Grey Poupon.
Caryn Horowitz is a junior majoring
in history. She can be reached at Caryn.
Horowitz@tufts.edu.
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Memory manipulation might
have startling side effects

Tufts organizations offer wide range of
opportunities for religious fulfillment

FALSE MEMORIES
continued from page 3

Subjects in the test viewed an
episode of the popular television show “24” and were
tested on the episode immediately after it ended. The subjects were then read a narrative
about the television show that
included false information
about aspects of the episode
that had been on the test. Next,
subjects re-took the same test.
When Thomas compared
subjects’ results on this test
with those of subjects who
had not taken the first test, she
found a surprising result.
“Subjects who took two tests
were even more susceptible
to false memory than those
who took the standard misinformation test,” Thomas said.
“Instead of the initial test benefiting their memory, it impaired
people’s ability to remember
the actual details of the event.”
Thomas and her associate researchers were initially
puzzled by the result, as they
thought retrieval through testing would enhance memory.
Thomas has since developed the idea that the test
held between the viewing of
the show and the misinformed
narrative actually served to
focus subjects’ attention on the
misinformation, making them
more likely to remember it.
“They seem to be basing
their memories on the information that is most accessible to them,” Thomas said.
“Information in the narrative
is highly accessible, because it
was recently presented, and the
subjects seem to be reacting
to information in the narrative
that was tested in the first test.”
When subjects were warned
about the possibility of misinformation, however, they were
more likely to score well on the
second test.
Thomas also found that subjects’ bias toward the information in the narrative, drawn from
its accessibility, led participants

to be overconfident about the
objective truth of what were, in
reality, false memories.
Still, the researchers did
find that subjects who took
two tests and heard a factually accurate narrative reconstruction of the show scored
better than those who only
took one test and heard a
factually accurate narrative.
“The benefit of repeated testing does exist,” she said, “but
you have to compensate for
reliance on accessibility.”
In terms of broader applications of the research, Thomas
maintains that patterns in
memory distortion and individuals’ confidence in their
memories have significant
applications to the legal system. “We’re talking about how
people can react to events that
they’ve witnessed,” she said.
She added that witnesses to
high profile crimes often hear
incorrect information reported by the news about the very
crime they witnessed and can
incorporate these false reports
in their memories. “We can
reduce an accessibility bias by
warning subjects,” she said. “If
you tell people how their memory can be manipulated, that
should help them if they are
young, healthy individuals.”
Thomas explained that
humans are frequently being
asked to recount previous
events and learned information, but constantly experience
new things. “Students in classes, witnesses to crimes … there
is a strange conflict between
what is required of us and what
we can actually do,” she said.
Thomas is currently working
to further explore the phenomenon of confidence and how
testing on a piece of information causes people to attend
to that information when it is
repeated to them. The broad
takeaway from her research,
however, is already apparent.
“It is so easy to distort memory,” Thomas said.
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Students from Jewish backgrounds may find practicing
their religion on the Hill particularly straightforward with
the
Granoff Family Hillel
Center and Chabad House.
According to its description
in The Navigator: Guide to
Student Organizations, Hillel
is the second most popular organization on campus.
Hillel offers Jumbos kosher
meals, retreats and opportunities to participate in community outreach initiatives,
as well as easy access to guidance from Hillel’s religious
leader, Rabbi Summit.
Although freshman Ryan
Clapp attended a public, nondenominational high school,
he enjoys taking advantage of
opportunities provided by the
Hillel Center. “Hillel offered
me the chance to go on the
[ Taglit-Birthright] Israel trip
this winter break and feel
connected to Judaism in a
way I hadn’t really been able
to figure out before,” he said.
“After being drawn into the
Hillel circle, I’ve reconnected
with Birthright friends at a
few events and had a great
time.”
Working in tandem with
the Hillel Center, the Chabad
House aims to guide those
interested
in
practicing
Judaism while away from their
hometown places of worship.
Led by Rabbi Tzvi, the Chabad
House tries to not only to provide the resources to gain a
deeper understanding and
appreciation of Jewish tradition and heritage, but also to
provide academic and social
support for its students.
Catholic students can find
religious support through the
Catholic Community at Tufts
(CCT ), an organization that
provides students resources to explore their faith.
The group offers a variety of
opportunities, such as Sunday
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Masses, retreats and a choir.
Sophomore Julie Bartolomeo,
who directs the Catholic Mass
choir, explained that the CCT
has given her an environment
she was unable to find in her
hometown.
“I feel that the Tufts Catholic
Community provides a very
welcoming environment for
Catholic students. My hometown actually has very few
practicing Catholics, and
almost none my age, so coming to Tufts was a nice change
of pace for me,” Bartolomeo
said. “Although some might
say that the Catholic community here is not very extensive,
for me it is much larger and
more active than at home. It’s
nice to know people your own
age who have similar beliefs.”
Muslim students can participate in the Muslim Student
Association, which seeks not
only to explore issues facing
Muslims, but aims to combat religious intolerance and
discrimination. In addition,
members of the group hope to
gain a deeper understanding
of the Qur’an.
Like other religious organizations at the university, the
Muslim Student Association
at Tufts (MSAT) embraces students from all backgrounds.
Junior Muhammad Qadri, the
MSAT president, joined for
the unique experiences and
friends.
“It’s nice to have a community to go to, or have fun with

or what have you,” said Qadri,
who is also a layout editor for
the Daily. “Subsequent to joining, I’ve had plenty of good
times … [including] a trip to
the Loj and an interfaith conference in Chicago.”
In the spirit of the founders of Tufts, some Jumbos are
flocking to the Tufts University
Unitarian Universalists ( TU3).
According to the Unitarian
Universalists national homepage, Universalism is a religion
that centers on the individual and the human experience. According to many of
its supporters, a major draw
of the religion is its openness,
encouraging members to have
open minds and act morally.
Sophomore Pamela Roy, a
member of the TU3, was raised
as a Universalist and joined
the group to gain a deeper
understanding of her religion
and herself. “An especially big
part of my experience with
the … group is the fact that I
joined as a freshman, when
I really began the process of
sorting out my independence,
who I am, what I believe,” she
said. “[Unitarian Universalism
is] an approach to living life
and … [a] spiritual journey
— one that is personal and
unique for everyone.”
Coffin feels that the variety of religious backgrounds
at Tufts benefits the university
as a whole. “[It adds] multiple
voices and perspectives on
campus,” he said.

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults
Suffering from Anorexia and
Bulimia Nervosa
For the most effective treatment and highest staff-to-client ratio in New
England, informed clinicians refer their clients to Laurel Hill Inn. We
provide extensive programming in a highly structured and supervised
non-institutional therapeutic setting. Evening, day, residential, and aftercare
programs in West Medford and West Somerville. Call Linda at
781 396-1116 or visit our web site at www.laurelhillinn.com.

Computers!

The wave of the future.
The Daily’s production department is looking for new technical managers.
For more information, contact Production@tuftsdaily.com.
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Gallery Review

MFA exhibit showcases woodblock
prints to celebrate city of Kyoto
by

Anna Majeski

Contributing Writer

partner and friend Dr. Gillian Foster
(played by Kelli Williams), he left the
government to open his own independent firm for solving crime.
The duo teams up with Eli Loker
(Brendan Hines) and Ria Torres (Monica
Raymund) to solve the usual crimes
dealt with on TV procedurals, such
as rape, bribery, political misconduct
and murder. The solutions to many of
the cases are usually not obvious, with
twists at the end that make them interesting and easy to watch.
The show features adequate acting,
decent dialogue and intriguing plot
lines. Some similarities in content to
“The Mentalist” on CBS could turn
many viewers away though, as well as
the fact that Simon Baker will probably
draw more female viewers than Roth.
But Roth’s acting ability is certainly
not in question after last summer’s
turn as the villain in “The Incredible
Hulk” and his career-making roles in
Quentin Tarantino’s films, “Reservoir
Dogs” (1992) and “Pulp Fiction” (1994).
see LIE, page 6

see FRANZ, page 7

see TOOHEY page 7

Through May 31
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
465 Huntington Avenue
617-267-9300

mfa.org

MFA exhibit explores the development of prints in Kyoto.
in many ways parallels the evolution
of Japanese society. Made using an
efficient multi-step process, woodcuts
were easy to produce and replicate.

TV Review

“Visions of Kyoto” examines the
changing perception of the city through
see KYOTO, page 6

Album Review

Franz Ferdinand
experiments
with new sound
by

Eric Berg

Contributing Writer

The third album by Franz Ferdinand,
“Tonight” (2009), displays the band’s
adventurous spirit and penchant for

Tonight
tv.yahoo.com

Franz Ferdinand

It’s no lie that this drama is mediocre.

New crime drama ‘Lie to Me’ dully studies
human interaction and psychology
Catherine Scott

Daily Editorial Board

“Lie to Me,” one of FOX Network’s
new mid-season shows, is centered on
a detective agency where the employ-

Lie to Me
Starring Tim Roth, Kelli Williams,
Brendan Hines
Airs Wednesdays at 9 p.m. on FOX
ees are trained to tell when someone
is lying. Starring Tim Roth as Dr. Cal
Lightman, the show is part crime thriller and part office drama, with the rest
of Lightman’s staff playing integral roles
in each episode. Truth be told, despite
Roth’s best efforts, there is nothing that
makes this show stand out among other
crime shows.
Lightman studied the psychology of
faces and gestures for nearly twenty
years in order to better understand
how and why people lie. Along with his

L

danceable rock and underground raves,
Its experimentation with new genres,
however, may be a turn-off for fans
looking for more of the same.
“Tonight” is an album about identity as in James Joyce’s “Ulysses” (1922)
and gender through Calypso of Homer’s
“The Odyssey.” It combines Franz
Ferdinand’s old style with electronic
experimentation, as the band risks
alienating all but the most ardent fans of
Franz Ferdinand’s previous work, lovers
of electronic music and English majors.
Despite its break from the band’s traditional style, “Tonight” is arguably the
best work Franz Ferdinand has produced to date. Its problem, however,
comes from the band’s heavy reliance
on its newfound influences, namely
electronica and pop. The play between
the band’s old and new sounds varies
from song to song, but overall, it constitutes a seismic shift.
Most tracks resemble older songs in
a sense, but have taken on a new form
that sounds as if they have been melted down and given synthesizer parts.
“Ulysses,” the album’s first track, is a
catchy piece that lets Alex Kapranos’s

Visions of Kyoto: Scenes from
Japan’s Ancient Capital

by

The frightful five

ast week I weighed in on most
of the Oscars. I also happened
to anger a lot of Internet-land
by saying that Heath Ledger did
not deserve his inevitable award and
was only receiving it since he is no
longer among us. Internet-land readers
promptly responded that I could not
insult his acting as he was dead. I felt
that they only proved my point. Now
onto the big five, complete with my
unscientific odds of them winning.
“The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button” (2008) is 160 minutes long and
features no conflict whatsoever (aging
backwards is a premise, not a conflict,
people). All this movie has to offer is
a script that tells and does not show,
rampant with clichés and completely
ignorant of any complications involving race in the first half of the 20th
century, and acting more wooden than
my floor. In my eyes, even “The Dark
Knight” (2008) is more deserving of
the Oscar than this load. Even so, this
is currently the picture most likely to
win. It is bland, inoffensive, epic and
pretty. It has the most nominations and
a good, life-affirming message of the
triumph of the human spirit and the
joys of love, family and unity.
Odds: 5:1.
“Frost/Nixon” (2008) feels like the
ultimate fifth-candidate movie. It’s the
“Good Night, and Good Luck” (2005)
of this year, if you will. It’s a reasonably
well-made film about an important time
in history, making it palatable enough
for younger viewers to appreciate while
maintaining some cinematic integrity. But is it particularly amazing and
memorable? Can you imagine anyone
ever using this film to teach anything
important about the history of film or
how to make film? Hell, can you picture
it having overly astounding DVD sales?
Not really. But it’s good and has all the
makings of an “important” movie. I
would be much less outraged with this
film’s nomination had there been not so
many snubs this year. But hey, it’s not
like it’s going to bring home the Oscar.
The only way it could is if the badness
of the competing films overwhelms voters, leaving this placating, decent movie
victorious after the struggle.
Odds: 20:1.
“Milk” (2008) is the only film that I
would have nominated and the only
one I can comfortably see receiving
the title of “Best Picture.” It’s brilliantly
acted, powerful and at times even a bit
daring in terms of style and content.
Would every film admit that its “saintly” protagonist hooked up with random strangers? However, it talks about
homosexuals (shhh), which can make its
chances of winning go one of two ways.
Either we’ll see a repeat of “Brokeback”
(2005)/”Capote” (2005) and the Academy
will be afraid to support such a controversial subject matter, or the case will
be: “Dear Gay Community, we’re sorry
for 2006. And that whole Prop 8 thing.
Please accept this little gold statue as a
token of our regret.”
Odds: 12:1.
“The Reader” (2008) must be the
result of a mix-up. “The Wrestler” (2008)
is an all-around powerful film worthy
of an Oscar nomination, while this is
a middling one that is only notable for
a singular, strong performance. Kate
Winslet is astounding in this film, portraying a morally gray character that
excites both sympathy and disgust for
feeling such sympathy in audiences.
The rest of the film ranges between
being boring and artificial. The other
main character in “The Reader” rivals
“Slumdog Millionare’s” (2008) in terms

Postcards may seem like a modern
concept, but images created as souvenirs have been sold for centuries.

“Visions of Kyoto,” now at the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston, brings together a
variety of woodblock prints originally
sold to tourists in the 18th and 19th
centuries as a cheap way to remember their visit to the ancient city. The
exhibit is part of a celebration of the
50th anniversary of the sister-city relationship between Boston and Kyoto,
and features woodblock pictures that
were first commonly used to produce
images comparable to a postcard of a
sun setting over the New Jersey shore.
However unglamorous their early
purpose was, woodblock images have
certainly evolved over the centuries.
“Visions of Kyoto” is an examination of
the Japanese art of woodblock prints
or ‘ukiyo-e’ and its evolution, which

Devin Toohey | pop culture gone bad

Sony
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The psychology and historical references in ‘Lie to Me’ proves quite
interesting, despite uneven cast of underdeveloped characters
LIE

continued from page 5

In this show, he stands above
the rest of the cast, balancing Lightman’s crime-solving
intelligence with a light-hearted humor, mindful of the fact
that his occupation is quite an
odd one.

“The show features
good acting, decent
dialogue and intriguing plot lines.”
It isn’t usually possible for
one great actor to carry a television show though; great television requires a joint effort
from every member of the
cast. Unfortunately, the rest of
the actors in “Lie to Me” don’t
measure up.
The characters are somewhat
intriguing, though, especially
Hines’ portrayal of Loker, a man
who practices what he calls
“radical honesty,” in which he
says anything and everything
that comes to his mind. The
dynamic between Lightman
and all his employees is interesting — with room for development in future episodes.
Specifically, the relationship
between Lightman and Foster
is noteworthy because it draws
on a deep shared history, and
early on it is revealed that
Lightman knows Foster’s husband regularly lies to her. TV

fox61.com

Roth’s character sniffs out lies on FOX’s latest crime drama.
veteran Williams (from “Men in
Trees” and “The Practice”) provides a foil character for Roth’s
tough, cynical Lightman.
With a theme of lying, the
show could easily become a
moral soapbox about the vir-

tues of honesty. However, “Lie
to Me” maintains the moral
gray area that makes for good
television. Many of the plot
twists include some lesson
about the necessity of lying
— sometimes for protection

of others or for the capture
of criminals. At one point,
Lightman even coerces a witness to lie for a polygraph test
in order to catch a rapist.
There are also many coverups and lies told within the firm,

especially between Lightman
and Foster. Lightman hides
some dark secret about a case
in the past, and Foster seems
to be an expert at lying to herself about her personal life and
her feelings for Lightman.
The show raises some questions about the entirety of
human interaction, implying
that people should pay more
attention to body language and
facial expressions: It suggests
that people rely on words to
discern meaning, but people
are actually usually lying for
one reason or another.
Many people will probably
be skeptical of Lightman’s
techniques, but the producers have somewhat solved this
problem by showing examples
of historical figures who lied
and their expressions and gestures at the time. For example,
Richard Nixon’s speeches are
used to demonstrate a man
who doesn’t believe a word he’s
just said.
The psychology behind
the show seems to be wellresearched, and the technology used to solve crimes differs from other similar shows.
Even so, there seems to be
something missing that keeps
it from jumping to the realm
of great television. Everything
about “Lie to Me,” besides
Roth’s acting and the few
questions it raises about the
complexity of human interaction, drips with mediocrity,
almost as though it is nothing
more than a mish-mash of
other crime shows.

The prints featured in ‘Visions of Kyoto’ show development of medium
over time, tracing the history of a global Japanese culture
KYOTO

continued from page 5

this popular medium. No one artist is
featured in the exhibit, and the images
span from the late 18th century up to the
mid-20th. The passage of time as seen
through these images provides insight
into the changes in the medium and the
society the pictures are portraying.
The exhibit itself is set up as a series

“‘Visions of Kyoto’ shows a
transformation of the woodcut medium in Japan.”
of mini-cycles, one on each wall. The
walls hold a number of images on a
single topic in chronological order, providing a miniature evolution of the view
of that topic.
One wall features a series of woodblocks portraying fashionable Kyoto
women. The first three images are from
the early 19th century and show elaborately dressed courtesans. In one image
by Yashima Gakutei, three courtesans
lounge about drinking tea; great attention is paid to their robes, which are
intricately decorated. The attention to
the traditional robes gives an air of nostalgia to the piece, perhaps heralding
the opening of Japan to world trade in
the middle of the century and marking
the time in which certain Japanese traditions would begin to fade.
Though beautiful with their simple
lines and bright colors, the pictures
give the feeling of mass production.
Since different artisans carried out
each part of the printmaking process, early wood cut artists were distanced from their work and had only
a minor impact on the final product.
The generic faces of courtesan beauty in the three previously mentioned
images attest to a lack of concern for
the image’s originality and a greater
focus on simple aesthetic appeal.

The print in the middle of the cycle
is by the artist Domoto Inshu from
the late 1920s. Two women carry baskets on their heads and appear to be
struggling amidst a treacherous-looking landscape. As opposed to the first
three, which had a rather mechanical, reproducible style, this one has a
quality more closely associated with
watercolor. Artists began carrying out
the entire process themselves around
this time, so Inshu had a lot more control over the piece. The picture is more
dynamic and appears to demonstrate
recognition of the artistic value of the
woodblock medium, as opposed to its
commercial possibilities.
The final piece is “Maiko, Kyoto,” by
Saitô Kiyoshi. It is an image of a Maiko,
a geisha girl who is in the process of
being trained. Made in 1961, the print
is a highly abstract image of the girl.
Although the artist is using the traditional woodblock medium, he draws
attention to the separateness of the
applied colors to flatten the composition. The face of the girl is not even
included; it is hinted at only by an area
of white underneath her black hair. In
this way, the final piece in the cycle is
just as much a non-portrait as the earliest images. Kiyoshi uses this detachment to examine the dehumanization of
all women who played this role in a very
modern, global way. The artist not only
seems to be examining Japanese traditions, but also seems to be questioning
whether such ideals work in contemporary society.
“Visions of Kyoto” shows a transformation of the woodcut medium
in Japan from a way to mass produce
nostalgic images which glorified the
traditional Kyoto to a way in which
artists examine Japanese traditions
in a global context. The opening of
Japan to the world meant not only an
opening of ideas, but also a broader
audience for artists’ ideas. Woodblock
proved a practical medium to advance
Japan’s artwork, even through periods
of modernization.

robynbuntin.com

‘Maiko, Kyoto’ plays on the anonymity of the geisha’s role.
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Toohey: Academy reluctant
to reward ‘Slumdog’
toohey

continued from page 5

of being the most undefined,
un-compelling protagonist in

guardian.co.uk

On the weekend, the band bonds by going on picnics and frolicking through sunlit meadows.

Many tracks on ‘Tonight’ are either hit or miss
FRANZ

continued from page 5

gorgeous voice flow through electronic-based rock. The feeling that
the funky Franz Ferdinand has
remade itself into something exciting with music as good as “Ulysses”
continues for the first few tracks.
Two standout songs in the
mix are “Bite Hard” and “Lucid
Dreams.” “Bite Hard” is the perfect
opportunity for Franz Ferdinand to
mesh its new experimentation with
its rock background. With upbeat
guitar and organ-like synthesizers, this catchy song does not exit
the listener’s head easily. Because
it manages to keep the band’s old,
fun rock style while trying out new
things, “Bite Hard” is easily the best
song on the album.
“Lucid Dreams” takes the experimentation one step further. Of the

two versions, the original version
from the “Lucid Dreams” (2008)
single is the most like a straightforward Franz Ferdinand song: easily
danceable rock. The new version
modifies this with a longer, electronic version of the song. Though
it is far more experimental, this risktaking leaves it with an even richer
sound than the original.
Some tracks on ‘Tonight’ bring
the band’s confidence in its experimentation into question. The song
“Twilight Omens” tries to form a
coherent sound, but none of its elements manage to combine successfully, creating a completely random
and off-putting noise. When Franz
Ferdinand succeeds on this album,
the band sounds as good, if not
better, than its previous work, but
when it fails, it fails hard.
There are extra songs included

on the deluxe version of the album
that hint at the direction that the
band may go in the future. Keeping
with its modus operandi of creating
tracks that people can dance to, the
band made several techno remixes
of its songs. These final tracks are,
in fact, just as fabulous as the rest
of Franz Ferdinand’s music. They
all manage to sound unique and
interesting, remixing the songs in
original, highly danceable ways.
“Katherine Hit Me,” mirroring the
previous song “Katherine Kiss Me,”
has a perfectly constructed, incredibly creepy tone that sounds terrific.
“Tonight” has many songs so
good that they compel listeners to
dance, but the band’s radically different direction will ultimately lead
all but the most dedicated fans to,
like Gavrilo Princip, assassinate the
band from their music collections.

“All [‘The Curious
Case of Benjamin
Button’ (2008)] has
to offer is a script
that tells and does
not show, rampant
with clichés and
completely ignorant
of any complications
involving race in the
first half of the 20th
century, and acting
more wooden than
my floor.”
an Oscar-nominated film.
Whenever Winslet’s character was not onscreen, I found
myself checking my email on
my Blackberry. The film itself
feels too much like it was made
for the sole purpose of snagging an Academy nomination.
It has the tired montages of
“tense moment of heightened
cutting between events as
violins swell” and “inspirational scene as protagonist
accomplishes something as
a single speech plays in the
background.” Thankfully, this
movie is too controversial and
possibly even too bland to fit
the Academy’s tastes.

Odds: 30:1.
“Slumdog
Millionaire”
still makes me feel underwhelmed, and I saw it before
the inconceivable hype broke
out. Again, we have a very
pretty film and some nice
direction. The premise is clever, if not a bit gimmicky, and
more reliant on coincidence
than the complete works of
Charles Dickens. However,
I found it hard to be “the
feel-good movie of the year”
when I could not give two
craps about any of the characters. They essentially all fell
into the categories of “nicest
people in the world,” “meanest people in the world” and
“meanest people turned nice”
except for the host, who is
also the only decent actor.
The big question, though,
is if it will win. I say no. While
there is a decent chance that
the Academy may want to
appear diverse and give a
token Best Picture to a foreign film, I doubt that they
will. The Oscars are a mess
of masturbatory self-congratulation on Hollywood’s
behalf. Do you really think
that, even for a year, they
would self-congratulate anyone other than themselves?
If there were any year that
they would, this would be
it, but ultimately I think the
answer will be “No.”
Odds: 7:1.
Will I be right? Will I be
wrong? Only 11 days will tell.
Devin Toohey is a senior majoring in classics. He can be reached
at Devin.Toohey@tufts.edu.

The Fares Center for Easter n
Mediter ranean Studies and
The Charles Francis Adams
Lecture Series
P r e s e n t s

“Fact and Fiction in US-Iran Relations Before and After
the Islamic Revolution: Lessons for Policy”

Gholam R. Afkhami

Director of the Oral History Project, Foundation for Iranian Studies
Gholam Reza Afkhami is senior scholar and director of Social Science Research and International
Studies at the Foundation for Iranian Studies, a Washington‑based research institution dedicated to the
study of Iranian history, culture, economy and politics. He was formerly a visiting scholar at the Hoover
Institution on Revolution, War and Peace at Stanford (l980‑l983), where he studied issues of
development in the Third World, lectured on conflict and concord in the US relations with the countries of
the Middle East, and prepared a text on the Iranian Revolution. Before the revolution of l979, he was secre-

for
an outstanding senior who has contributed to the Tufts
International Community through leadership and
community service.
The International Club is now accepting
nominations from students, faculty, and staff for an
outstanding senior who has demonstrated a strong
committement to the International Community.

tary general of Iran's National Committee for World Literacy Program (l975‑l979) and deputy
minister of interior (1974-1975). Between 1967 and 1979 he was professor of politics and until 1974 associate dean of the College of Economics and Political Science at the National University of Iran.
Afkhami’s most recent book is The Life and Times of the Shah, a history of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the Shah
of Iran from 1941-1979. It is set against the political, economic, social, and cultural dynamics of the country
and the world in which the Shah lived and worked. The University of California Press, Berkeley published
the volume (winter 2008/09).

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 at 5:30 pm
Cabot 7th Floor - Tufts University
Open to the Public
Cabot Intercultural Center
160 Packard Avenue
Medford, Massachusetts 02155

http://farescenter.tufts.edu
For more information contact:
Omar Dauhajre @ 617-627-6560

NOMINATIONS TO BE TURNED IN BY TUESDAY, FEB. 17, 2009

THE RECIPIENT WILL BE AWARDED AT THE PARADE OF
NATIONS ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2009.
Nomination forms are available at the International Center
(20 Sawyer Ave.) and online at:
http://ase.tufts.edu/icenter/events-chapmanaward.asp
(click on the link at the bottom of the page)
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Israel deserves center-right leadership

Yesterday, Israeli Foreign Minister
Tzipi Livni’s centrist Kadima party pulled
slightly ahead of Benjamin Netanyahu’s
right-wing Likud party in the country’s
general election after trailing for months
in the polls.
While Livni and her supporters hailed
their apparent two-seat victory, two
things should give them pause. First, the
ongoing counting of soldiers’ ballots has
the potential to add another seat or two
to Likud. Second, even if Kadima manages to hold a one- or two-seat lead in
the Knesset, the ability to hold power in
Israel is dictated by a party’s ability to
build a coalition with other parties.
Kadima already tried and failed to
build a majority coalition for six weeks
in September, and their position has not
improved. The smart money says that
Netanyahu will be Israel’s next prime
minister, and the only question is about
the makeup of his governing coalition.
With 30 parties on the ballot during this
election, the relatively strong showing of
right-wing parties gives Likud the ability
to build a coalition that excludes Kadima

That is not, however, the coalition for
whom the Israeli public voted.
What should be noted, and what we
at the Daily would like to address, is that
the voting was largely center-right rather
than right-wing. The largest voting blocs
went for centrist Kadima (29 seats), center-right Likud (27-28), Lieberman’s rightwing secular party (14) and Labor’s leftwing party (13). Though the electorate is
split, it is clustered largely in the centerright of the political spectrum, separated
only by a small matter of degrees.
Netanyahu has the ability, at this point,
to build a solidly right-wing government
by adding Lieberman’s party and a handful of other right-wing or hawkish groups
to his coalition. He also, however, has
the ability to build a center-right coalition more in keeping with the vote of the
Israeli people by adding Livni’s Kadima
to his government. This move will not be
easy — in the fractious world of Israeli
politics, few things are — but it has the
potential to give the Israeli people a government populated by the people for
whom they cast their ballots.

and other left-leaning groups entirely.
We at the Daily, however, would like to
offer a somewhat radical approach: we
believe that Likud should form a coalition with Kadima.
At first glance, this partnership makes
little political sense. A split government
between these two evenly-matched parties would be more of a power-sharing
agreement than a governing coalition,
and there would be a push for power
and advantage by officials from each
group that could make running the
country difficult.
Indeed, the easiest coalition for
Netanyahu to form would be solidly
right-wing to far-right; in order to cut
out the headaches of a broad-spectrum
inter-party squabblefest between liberal and conservative elements, Likud
could potentially partner with Avigdor
Lieberman’s secular nationalist party as
well as the ultra-Orthodox Shas Party and
other religious nationalists. This would
spare Netanyahu a prolonged power
struggle and solidify his position as the
undisputed leader of the nation.
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Rocking the (campus) crib

Dear Editor,
We are writing in response to the Feb. 4
edition of “Campus Cribs,” which featured
the Wren 430s. As the brothers of what was
elected both Tufts best fraternity and the
second best off campus dance club at Tufts
in the Daily’s 2008 Best of Tufts survey,
we would like to voice our condescension
toward the best-frat playboy wannabes
currently inhabiting the 430s.
While it sounds like the inhabitants of
the 430s have invested a great deal into
the decoration of their common room, the
inhabitants of the 440s are unimpressed
by what can only be described as an uninspired effort to conform to an aesthetic
better suited to houses lining Professors
Row. Sure, the stereo is nice, and we are
all sure that the “Lord of the Rings” music
provides great ambiance for Dungeons
and Dragons. The 440s, however, was
decked out with a TV, complete with cable,

a DVD player and a Wii. Instead of 100
beer bottles, the windows were lined with
bottles and bottles of André and growlers. To top it all off, we had a palm tree
named Cleo. Decorating our walls were
hand-drawn sketches and posters of various kinds. To add civility to our bro-main,
we posted a number of rules that required
universal compliance.
However, the most important distinction between Da Kewl Krew and the 440s
were our parties. According to current
RAs in Wren, the 430s have not had any
impressive parties. The 440s, however,
were not rated the best fraternity on campus without reason. At our parties, which
had themes ranging from prom to technorave to “Oregon Trail,” we would fit dozens
of people into the common room for some
of the craziest dancing of all time. While
we are men of taste and character, we are
unabashed in bragging that at one party

in particular, girls were dancing without
shirts on our couches. Let me be clear: the
Wren 430s couch had poop on it; ours had
girls dancing shirtless.
As a final point, we find it curious that in
order to cultivate a sense of brotherhood,
the current occupants of the 430s had to
come up with a name like “Da Kewl Krew.”
We appreciate the effort, but more because
it reminds us of Krispy Kreme than because
of its intrinsic humor or descriptive value.
To be a real brotherhood, you don’t need
a series of Greek letters to describe yourselves. You don’t need a couch. You need
each other, something which the 440s will
never be without.
Sincerely,
Nicholas Burns, Gabe Frumkin and
James Kennedy
On behalf of the Brotherhood of the
Wren 440s 2007-2008

Corrections

Yesterday’s News article “‘Disrespectful’ behavior mars Winter Bash, organizers say” attributed the following quotation to
Programming Board Co-Chair Vanessa White: “The police paid no regard to students’ alcohol intoxication levels at all.” The quotation was actually from sophomore Programming Board member Karen Andres.
The photo accompanying yesterday’s women’s track and field article (“Theiss breaks school record in final home meet”) was mistakenly credited to James Choca. The photo was actually taken by Alex Dennett.
A photo accompanying Friday’s women’s basketball article (“Title game rematch set for Saturday as first-place Tufts travels to
Amherst”) was mistakenly captioned as a picture of sophomore guard Lindsay Weiner. The photo was actually of sophomore guard
Colleen Hart.
The photo accompanying Thursday’s News article “Former congressman expounds on conflict resolution” was mistakenly captioned
as a picture of former U.S. Rep. Howard Wolpe (D-Mich.). The photo was actually of Professor of Classics Bruce Hitchner.

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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Fill ’er up
by

Matt Wittman

With a new administration settling in and support for the executive branch at levels not seen in
decades, there may be no better time to really shake
things up. President Barack Obama has already done
a fairly efficient job of this by ordering the closing of
Guantanamo Bay and by addressing climate problems. But given the global economy’s dire straits, is
there anything he can really do until we climb out of
this recession?
As luck would have it, there is something he can do,
something that could only be facilitated by this economic shakeup. This course of action would require
mass spending of political capital and a lot of public
support. But most of all, it would require the will to
go out on a political limb. It would be a lot like stepping near a political third rail, and it would require
President Obama to break one of his campaign promises: He’d have to raise taxes, but not income taxes.
What is this idea? Two words: gas tax.
Don’t everybody jump at once. I understand any
new taxes are hard to swallow. I understand nobody
wants to pay the government any more than they have
to, and yes, I know we’re already paying a federal gas
tax, along with state and local gas taxes. But given the
current economic climate, there’s no better time to
raise the national gas tax. A lot of opposition to a gas
tax is based (at least in recent times) around people
not wanting to pay any higher than the absurd price
they already have to pay to fill up.
According to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration, the current national average for a gallon of gas is about $1.93 as of Feb. 9; that’s certainly a
lot lower than it’s been in recent memory. With global
economies in turmoil, the market on almost everything has fallen. While that’s pretty much bad news for
just about everything else, the price of gas is now low
enough to feasibly consider implementing a national
gas tax in addition to the individual state rates. Let’s
say it starts at about an additional 10 or 15 cents a
gallon — not that much more tacked onto your daily
fill-up. Is that so unreasonable?
Of course, not everybody will be on board. And by
that I mean pretty much everybody would be against
this proposal in the beginning. Nobody ever wants to
pay more than they have to, even if the gas is relatively
cheap and the tax hike isn’t that much in addition to
what you’ll pay every time you fill up. It’s still more
than you would have paid without it. But for a second,
let’s just imagine that the gas tax is passed at an additional 10 cents on the gallon. Suppose all the cars and
trucks on the road in this country take 10 gallons of
gas when they fill up, just for the sake of mathematical
simplicity. That means that the U.S. government collects an extra dollar when somebody fills up. That may
only seem like enough to get you a cheeseburger at
McDonald’s, but it’s all about scale here. In 2006, there
were approximately 244,166,000 registered vehicles in
America according to the U.S. Census Bureau. That’s
a whole lot of cheeseburgers.
To review, if we raise the average price of gas to
about $2 with a 10-cent national gas tax, and for the
sake of simplicity we assume that a typical fill-up
in the United States is 10 gallons, that means that
the government is making a dollar on every fill-up.
Multiply that by the number of registered vehicles and
the U.S. government just made over 244 million dollars. That’s 244 million dollars every time America fills

MCT

up. And then 244 million the next time they fill up, and
so on and so on. Obviously every single car and truck
in the United States isn’t going to fill up at the same
time; some vehicles might not get gas at all. But the
bulk of that money is going to be made.
And what exactly can the government do with
all that money? It can start by fixing the American
infrastructure; our bridges, tunnels and roads are in
a sad state of disrepair. It’s not only an annoyance to
motorists, but it can become dangerous as evidenced
by the Minnesota bridge collapse in August 2007. By
investing in the infrastructure of this country you kill
two birds with one stone: you fix what needs fixing
and you provide jobs for American workers. People
who have been laid off with the economic crisis can
be hired to pave roads or weld bridges. It’s work that
people need and work that they can do.
The problem is it’ll be next to impossible to find politicians to back the proposal because raising taxes is a
lot like political kryptonite. Obama promised he would
cut taxes for “95 percent of workers and their families” during his campaign. Instituting a gas tax could
theoretically be seen as raising taxes for 100 percent of
Americans (or at least construed that way by administration critics). Opponents of the increase will be

many and outspoken. Their argument will of course be
that raising taxes during this recession is tantamount
to playing with fire near a barrel of (sorry about this)
gasoline: dangerous, irresponsible and stupid. A good
deal of public response may well be similar.
However, if President Obama truly wants to show
he stands for change and bold new action, he should
at least consider raising the gas tax. It may be highly
unpopular, but why not take a shot at it? Our new president will need to work pretty hard to wrangle congressional and public support. But he’s got political capital
to spend and economic conditions are ripe for this sort
of change — it’s pretty much the only thing they’re ripe
for besides foreclosures and layoffs. The money generated from this increase could be immensely useful even
at the relatively low 10-cent-per-gallon rate. Imagine
what the government could do with it if the tax were 15
or even 20 cents on the gallon. America needs revenue,
jobs and domestic investment. A nationwide gas tax
could provide all of that.
Think about it.
Matt Wittman is a freshman who has not yet declared a
major.

The art of giving
by

Danika Kleiber

I just got my first real job. Almost seven years after
graduating from our esteemed university, I can finally boast of full-time employment, a salary, benefits,
the whole enchilada. My employment lag might not
be a welcome data point for the brochure extolling
the virtues of higher education, but I feel pretty darn
lucky at the moment. Now I just have to decide what
to do with all of this hard-earned money.
I know exactly what Tufts would like me to do
with it. They would like me to send it to them in
monthly installments, and some fortunate student
employee on the phone line would get a bonus. This
is a very tempting scenario. I loved my time at Tufts
University. I met wonderful people, I learned a myriad of facts and life lessons, and, really, can there ever
be enough brick to brighten one’s day? Tufts relies on
the support of alumni like me, and maybe supporting
them is fair payback for the use of their name on my
CV. ( Just ignore the fact that it took this long to help
me — I’m sure I’m an outlier).
I only have one niggling little question: What the
hell is Tufts going to do with this money? Examining
the historical record doesn’t exactly inspire confidence. Despite attempts at research into the endow-

ment, Tufts has done a very good job of covering
their tracks. Only when a huge mistake is made, like
having a toe in the Bernie Madoff fracas, does Tufts
fess up. But what about the rest of it? How do I know
where my money will go? What if it is used to support
causes that I don’t believe in, causes that violate my
own moral code? What if by donating to Tufts, I am
tacitly sponsoring a variety of unethical business
practices that I don’t agree with?
OK, I know the connection between my potential
donation and the support of heartless scum who
delight in making money off of misery seems a bit
tenuous, but I think that when we give our money
away (to Tufts, to investment bankers, to the government) that we should seriously consider where
that money is going. For investment in sustainable,
socially conscious, community-supporting business,
I give it a big thumbs up. Investment in the rape of
the natural world and screwing people over gets a
thumbs down.
Even if I trusted that Tufts was only spreading sunshine and good cheer with its endowment dollars, I
would hope that Tufts as an institution would jump
at the chance to (transparently) brag about how ethical their investments are. And as the Students at Tufts
for Investment Responsibility (STIR) members so

helpfully point out, our proverbial Joneses (enviable
neighbors such as Harvard, Swarthmore, Columbia,
Williams and Barnard) are already doing this. Let’s
keep up with them on the things that really matter.
So while I do wish Tufts well, I am going to withhold any direct donations to their coffers until they
cough up some transparency and make a commitment to investing money in ways that make the world
a brighter place, and I’m going to encourage other
alumni to do the same. However, since I do sincerely
believe that one of the best things about Tufts is its
students, I’m going to use my hard-earned paycheck
to support the Tufts Progressive Alumni Network
( TPAN) Social Justice Fund (full disclosure, I’m on
the exec board and it rocks). That way I can still support the institution I love, but with the smug knowledge that my money will go to Tufts students working
to make their school live up to its full potential.
Danika Kleiber graduated from Tufts in 2002 with a degree
in biology and women's studies. She is currently a senior
research assistant for Project Seahorse in the University of
British Columbia Fisheries Center and is the chair of the
alumni relations committee for Tufts Progressive Alumni
Network.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 800 to 1,200 words in length. Editorial cartoons and Op-Eds in the form of cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to
appear in the Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format.
Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Doonesbury

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

solution TO TUESDAY’S PUZZLE

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Finding out her favorite type of flower

Late Night at the Daily
Solution to Tuesday's puzzle

“When I think Jersey Shore, I think hamburger.
When I think Jersey Shore guys, I think hamburgers.”
~Katie

Please recycle this Daily

by

Wiley

Wednesday, February 11, 2009

The Tufts Daily

advertisement

Are you frustrated by months of searching for
a great summer job opportunity?
Look no further.

WORK AT TUFTS
THIS SUMMER

Tufts University Conference Bureau & Summer Programs

employs approximately thirty college-aged individuals in over nine different positions. We offer you the opportunity
to gain experience and skills necessary to effectively perform in a professional working atmosphere. Our positions
are designed to strengthen your communication and interpersonal skills, as well as your ability to solve problems,
manage multiple tasks simultaneously, and think on your feet. In addition, we strive to offer you a summer full of
excitement and fun. We emphasize working in teams and several social events are offered throughout the summer
months.
Several summer positions are still available in conference facilitation, office administration, and residential
counseling. Many positions include housing on campus and duty meals.
For more details and an application, please come to our office at 108 Packard Avenue. For questions, drop
by, call us at x73568, or visit our website at http://ase.tufts.edu/conferences/employment.

Free meals, housing and money – you’ve never had it so good!
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Event
Chaplaincy
CHAPLAINS TABLE, Religion
and Social Justice. MacPhie
Conference Room, Dewick Dining
Hall. February 12, 2009, 5-7 PM.
LaTayna Purnell, Ph.D. Educational
Leadership Policy Studies. Student,
Andover-Newton Theology School.
“Feminism and Religion”.

Housing
3 and 4 BR Apts.
Both beautiful apartments have
been completely refinished. Entire
house rebuilt. Great location close
to main campus. Parking option
available. Rental available 9/1/09.
$1800 and $2300. No fees. Just
Beautiful. Call (781) 526-8471.
Thanks.
4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Apt.
Amazing location, 2 blocks from
Tufts, newly renovated, stunningly
beautiful. Huge sunny rooms, 2
new bathrooms, new hardwood
floors, new designer windows,
new heating, electric, kitchen.
Parking negotiable. Available 9/1/09
$2400. No fees. (781) 396-4657
5 BR 2 BA APT.
Bowdoin St, near Sci-Tech, 5 Br 2
Ba, dishwasher, fridge, free laundry. Hardwood floors, 1 off-street
parking spot, large EIK, $2800/mo,
available 6/1, email room@socialstrategist.com

Sports

Housing

Housing

4 br 3/10 mile from Carmichael
Hall
Completely remodeled: new cabinets, new appliances, gleaming
hardwood floors, new ceilings,
and lighting. W/D in basement.
Permit Parking NOT required.
Available June 1, 2009. Utilities
not included. No pets. $2100 - call
617-484-5877

4 Bedroom Apt at Tufts
Large 4 bdrm on Walker St., across
from Tufts football field, newly
updated, washer/dryer, lots of offstreet parking, storage, porches,
yard, subletting O.K, $625/bdrm/
month., available June 1. Call Tom
617-413-5716 or TomCDriscoll@
comcast.net

Wednesday, February 11, 2009
Housing
6 Bedroom Apt at Tufts
Large 6 bdrm/2 bath on Walker
St, across from Tufts football
field, newly updated, washer/
dryer, lots of off-street parking,
storage, porches, yard, subletting
O.K., $625/bdrm/month, available
June 1. Call Tom 617-413-5716 or
TomCDriscoll@comcast.net

3 and 4 Bedroom Apartments
(781) 863-0440 No fees, $525$645/BR. Clean modern apartments next to Tufts on quiet
street. New washer & dryer.
Large modern kitchens with new
refrigerators, dishwashers, and oak
cabinets. Bathrooms remodeled.
Hardwood floors, front and back
porches, garages.

Wanted
Tufts University Conference
Bureau & Summer Programs
Positions now available in conference facilitation, office administration, and residential counseling.
Many positions include housing
and duty meals. Visit our employment website at http://www.ase.
tufts.edu/conferences/employment
for details.
Sperm Donors Needed
Cambridge.
Up to 1200 dollars a month.
Healthy MEN, wanted for
California Cryobanks sperm donor
program. APPLY ONLINE www.
spermbank.com

News Paper Advert for COCA
PGP2
03/20/2008
classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash

Problem with Cocaine?
x

This CONFIDENTIAL RESEARCH STUDY
examines judgment and decision-making behavior
that may contribute cocaine addiction.

x

Psychiatric evaluation & assessments provided at
no cost by psychologists, physicians, and research
staff.

x

You must be over 18.

x

Compensation: Up to $120 for two study visits.

Please call Massachusetts General Hospital at: 617-726-0326
Email. pgp@partners.org

only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Clinchy: In an era rife with steroid
abusers, A-Rod unfairly singled out
clinchy

continued from page 15

Rodriguez had an owner in Texas, Tom
Hicks, who poured $252 million into making him the face of the franchise and later
claimed to be “personally betrayed” when
news of the star’s steroid use surfaced.
Rodriguez had a team — and, you could
argue, an entire city — in New York that
resented his success and looked for any
opportunity to drag him down. And while
he may claim that his years in New York
have been clean, that’s looking less believable by the minute.
He’s spent a decade of his life being
compared to Derek Jeter, a far more likable
guy but a far inferior baseball player. I can’t
imagine how that must feel. I can’t imagine
how that must drive a man to want more
success, more fame, more numbers, more
money, more records — just to stick it to
everyone who said he couldn’t do it.
Rodriguez, whose career postseason stat
line of .279/.373/.483 is comparable not
only to Jeter’s but to Reggie “Mr. October”
Jackson’s, still can’t go anywhere in New
York without teammates, reporters, and/or
fans accusing him of failing in the clutch.
If you were in that situation, wouldn’t you
be tempted to shoot up a little something
extra, just to make sure that “failure” never
happened again?
This isn’t about one guy cheating. This
is about one guy scared out of his mind
that he won’t be remembered the way he

deserves to be — as one of the greatest
players ever to wear a baseball uniform.
Maybe the very best. He did everything he
could to show it, and in the end his fear of
failure turned out to be his tragic flaw. I
can’t help but feel sorry for him.
There were 104 players who tested positive for performance-enhancing drugs in
the survey testing conducted by Major
League Baseball in 2003. Of those 104
names, one was leaked, and it happens to
be the name of the best player any of us
have ever seen. Of course, this is all about
jealousy. How many millions of us wish we
were Alex Rodriguez, just to have the home
runs, the MVP trophies and the hundreds
of millions in the bank? No one can beat
him, so the next best thing is to bring him
down. It’s a little bit pathetic.
All of this was what ran through my mind
on Monday night as I watched, over and
over, Peter Gammons dissect the career of
one of the game’s legends. The interview
itself is something much like its subject —
something that only comes along once in
a great many years, something you have to
see to believe. If you’re a baseball fan, it’s
something you can’t afford to miss.
Go. Watch it. Now.
What are you doing reading me?
Evans Clinchy is a senior majoring in
English. He can be reached at Evans.
Clinchy@tufts.edu.

With Big Dance approaching,
wins mean more than records
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 15

February 18, 2009, 5pm

x Last day for SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS, &

SENIORS to DROP COURSES without
record. This is done through SIS online.
x Last Day for ALL STUDENTS to select
Pass/Fail Option. The proper form with
advisor’s signature must be submitted to
the front desk in Dowling Hall.

to celebrating. But the path will be far
from easy.
On Sunday, Tennessee fell to the
SEC rival Florida Gators, 66-57, pushing the Volunteers into fourth place in
their conference behind the Auburn
Tigers, the Gators and the Vanderbilt
Commodores, three teams against
whom Summitt is a combined 121-19.
Tennessee has dropped three of its last
five, however, including crucial SEC
games with the Tigers and the Gators
and a 10-point loss to Oklahoma,
the No. 2 team in the country. With
March Madness just around the corner and her record out of the way,
the Volunteers should be able to right
the ship soon and focus on the mark
that truly matters to Summitt: a ninth
national championship.
In Tennessee’s Feb. 2 matchup against
Oklahoma, Sooner behemoth senior
Courtney Paris, listed at 6’4”, scored
nine points and snatched 12 rebounds,
effectively ending her NCAA-record
streak of consecutive double-doubles
at 112 games and also snapping her
streak of scoring in double figures at
120 games — every game in her career.
The person with the next-most doubledoubles in NCAA women’s history is
Anne Donovan of the early-1980s Old
Dominion Lady Monarchs with 19.
But Paris was not done yet, as she
promptly went out six days later and

broke the NCAA Div. I rebounding
record and set two Big 12 scoring marks
in an 18-point win over the Oklahoma
State Cowboys. Her first board of the
night broke the all-time record set by
the Drake Bulldogs’ Wanda Ford (198386) while setting the Big 12 career scoring record and field goals record in the
second half.
Paris has been a rock for the Sooners
throughout this season, averaging 15.5
points and 13.3 rebounds per game.
Additionally, she shoots .611 from the
floor, aiding in Oklahoma’s nationally
third-best scoring offense and secondbest field-goal percentage. It is because
of Paris’ solid play in the paint that
the Sooners have been able to surge
out to a 20-2 record overall, including the big win against Tennessee. But
Paris will certainly have to step it up
down the stretch in the postseason, as
Oklahoma’s two losses have come to
Connecticut, the unanimous No. 1, and
North Carolina, the No. 7 squad.
With eight conference games left on
the schedule, Paris will certainly have
ample opportunities to extend on her
record as her final season as a Sooner
winds down. But like Summitt, Paris
seems intent on making it to the Final
Four rather than putting more numbers
in the books. This pair, two of the most
prominent women in college basketball history, should carry the momentum surrounding their records into the
NCAA Tournament come next month.
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UConn center and shot-blocker extraordinaire Hasheem Thabeet has vaulted the Huskies to the top ranking in the country. Yet in a Big East conference jammed with some of the best teams
in the country, Thabeet will have his work cut out for him come conference tournament time.

Villanova, Marquette could be championship contenders
MEN’S BASKETBALL

Before losing by one point to the South
Florida Bulls on Friday, Marquette was
the last undefeated team in conference
play, mainly thanks to senior guard Jerel
McNeal and his 20 points per game.
Villanova has won five straight, including a win over Pitt and victories over a
number of potential NCAA Tournament
bubble teams.
The Big East’s biggest problem, in
fact, might be that it has too many
good teams. Granted, the preseason
No. 9 Notre Dame Fighting Irish have
been a major disappointment, losing
seven straight to sit at just 12-10, but
the conference has some other quality teams. The Georgetown Hoyas, a
team that many felt could be a national

continued from page 15

in the conference, is combining for
almost 34 points a game to form one of
the top frontcourt pairs in the country.
Louisville also has the look of a championship team despite losing to UConn
last Monday. Rick Pitino’s Cardinals are
balanced and are one of the best defensive teams in the NCAA, allowing just 60
points a game.
The No. 12 and No. 13 teams, the
Marquette Golden Eagles and the
Villanova Wildcats respectively, are
also from the Big East. These two teams
are playing as well as anyone in the
country and give the Big East depth
that no other conference can match.

championship contender, has stumbled
to a 4-7 record in Big East play and is
now on the bubble. Yet another team
that is struggling in conference play is
the Syracuse Orange. The 22nd-ranked
Orange are 6-5 in the conference, with
all of those losses coming in the last
seven games. Still, Syracuse could be
dangerous come tourney time with
sophomore point guard Jonny Flynn
leading the way. These are the types of
teams that could beat anyone in the
nation and could make a run deep into
March if they get hot at the right time.
Simply put, the middling teams in
the Big East are superior to those in
the ACC. Bubble teams like the West
Virginia Mountaineers and Cincinnati

StatISTICS | Standings

SCHEDULE | Feb. 11 - Feb. 15
WED

Men's Basketball
(9-14, 1-7 NESCAC)
NESCAC

W
Middlebury 7
Amherst
6
Williams
5
Colby
4
Bowdoin
3
Trinity
3
Bates
3
Conn. Coll. 2
Wesleyan
2
Tufts
1

L
0
1
2
3
4
4
5
5
5
7

OVERALL

W
20
18
15
14
14
7
12
12
6
9

L
2
4
7
7
7
13
10
9
15
14

Individual Statistics
RPG
8.6
4.4
3.0
2.5
5.0
1.9
3.6
1.3
1.3
2.8
1.4
1.0
1.3

APG
1.1
1.4
1.6
4.4
1.0
0.7
0.3
2.2
1.2
0.7
0.1
0.2
0.1

Jon Pierce
Dave Beyel
Aaron Gallant
Matt Galvin
Tom Selby
Dan Cook
James Long
A. Quezada
Reed Morgan
Sam Mason
Bryan Lowry
Peter Saba
Max Cassidy

PPG
22.1
13.1
12.2
5.3
5.0
4.3
3.7
3.7
3.3
2.3
1.9
1.0
0.8

Team

74.7 39.4 12.8

Women's Basketball
(18-3, 6-2 NESCAC)
NESCAC

W
Amherst
6
Bowdoin
6
Tufts
6
Bates
5
Colby
3
Trinity
3
Wesleyan
3
Williams
3
Middlebury 1
Conn. Coll. 0

L
1
1
2
3
4
4
4
4
6
7

OVERALL

W
21
18
18
16
11
15
11
8
7
7

L
1
4
3
7
9
5
9
14
14
14

Individual Statistics
RPG
8.3
4.1
4.7
6.2
3.1
5.5
3.6
0.7
1.2
1.8
0.5
0.6
0.4

Bearcats are better than inconsistent
squads like the Virginia Tech Hokies
and Maryland Terrapins, even if they
are less qualified to be in the tournament. The Florida State Seminoles,
the fourth-best team in the ACC and
No. 25 in the nation, are the type of
team that would be a prime upset candidate come March.
One of these two conferences will
have two No. 1 teams representing it,
and right now, it looks like Pittsburgh
and UConn could both earn top seeds
in the tournament. The ACC may have
more tournament-worthy teams at the
moment, but the teams from the Big
East will be the ones lasting longer
when March rolls around.

APG
1.0
5.0
2.3
1.2
1.8
0.9
1.8
0.5
1.1
0.2
0.9
0.4
0.5

Julia Baily
Colleen Hart
Kim Moynihan
K. Tausanovitch
Casey Sullivan
Rachel Figaro
Vanessa Miller
Lindsay Weiner
T. Kornegay
Katie Puishys
Kate Barnosky
Katie Wholey
Stacy Filocco

PPG
13.8
12.4
10.3
9.9
8.1
7.1
3.0
2.8
2.2
2.1
1.2
1.1
1.1

Team

72.1 43.8 16.7

Ice Hockey

(8-11-1, 4-10-1 NESCAC/ECAC East)
NESCAC

W
Amherst
12
Middlebury 12
Williams
10
Trinity
10
Conn. Coll. 7
Bowdoin
6
Hamilton
7
Tufts
4
Colby
3
Wesleyan 3

L
2
2
3
4
5
7
8
9
10
11

T
1
1
2
0
3
2
0
1
2
1

OVERALL

W
14
15
12
13
11
9
8
8
5
3

L
4
4
6
5
6
9
11
10
12
15

T
1
1
2
0
3
2
1
1
3
1

Individual Statistics
Tom Derosa
Nick Resor
Dylan Cooper
Mike Vitale
Evan Story
Andy Davis
Doug Wilson
Matt Amico
Lindsay Walker
Zach Diaco
Team

G
12
10
4
1
6
3
2
1
3
3
54

A
8
9
11
8
2
5
6
7
4
3
82

Pts.
20
19
15
9
8
8
8
8
7
6
135

Goalkeeping
Scott Barchard
Jay McNamara
Team

S
626
55
686

GA
53
9
67

S%
.922
.859
.911

Men’s
Basketball
Women’s
Basketball

		
		
		
		
		

THU
		
		
		
		
at Trinity
7:30 p.m.

FRI
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

vs. Salem St.
7 p.m.

Ice Hockey

SAT

SUN

at Bates
2 p.m.
vs. Bates
3 p.m.

		
		
		

vs. Southern
Maine
4 p.m.

Men’s
Swimming and
Diving
Women’s
Swimming and
Diving
Men’s Indoor
Track and Field
Women’s
Indoor Track
and Field
Men’s
Squash

Women’s
Squash
		

Valentine
Invitational
at BU
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

		
		
		
		

Howe Cup
at Harvard
tba		

Howe Cup
at Harvard
tba

Howe Cup
at Harvard
tba
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Jumbo fencers beat
up on club teams

FENCING

continued from page 16

Josh Berlinger/Tufts Daily

Junior Lindsay Verola was the third-place finisher for the women’s team on Saturday, clocking a 2:17.64 and coming in behind senior captain
Alissa Brandon and freshman Fritzi Pieper.

Skiing in a Santa Claus costume? Easier said than done
SKIING

continued from page 16

larly well,” Levine said. “She finished in 12th
place on a course that nearly half the girls in
the division didn’t finish.”
But though the Jumbos again finished
fifth on Sunday, it was clear that the
skiers’ performances had improved dramatically from the day before. A strong
top four teams and comparatively weak
bottom of the ladder kept Tufts from
moving place-wise despite an obviously
stronger showing.
Sunday’s top three finishers for the
women’s team included Brandon with a
50.86, Levine with a 52.32, and sophomore
Lindsay Rutishauser with a 56.29.

Sunday’s second race marked a special
event for all the skiers in the Thompson
Division of the United States Ski and
Snowboard Association. The first race was
the only one that actually counted towards
rankings for the day, as the second race is
the annual costume race for the skiers, who
dress up and ski the course in the most
outrageous costumes they can conjure.
Needless to say, it’s something for which
the skiers always get excited.
“The league always dresses up for the last
race of the season,” Hering said. “It’s a longstanding tradition. My Santa suit felt like
a parachute when flying through the flats,
and the clown-sized baggy pants made the
steep section up top particularly scary.”

“The whole team had a great time and
there were some creative costumes,” Bresee
added. “It’s a great way to end the season.”
Levine, unlike Hering and Bresee,
was completely new to the costume
experience.
“I thought the costume race was great,”
she said. “It shows that even though we take
racing seriously, we still have a lot of fun
while doing it. It was also really amusing to
see how creative both individual racers and
teams were with costume ideas.”
The Jumbos will now look ahead two
weeks to Regionals at Waterville Valley,
where they will seek a bid to Nationals,
which will be held at Winter Park, Colo., in
early March.

three bouts was actually the sole foil victory against Wellesley. Lee finished the
day at 15-3.
Tufts scored easy victories over
the University of New Hampshire, the
University of Massachusetts and Boston
University, all club teams that participate
in conference meets. Foil and epee both
went 8-1 against UMass en route to a 20-7
thrashing of the Minutemen. Freshman
Michaela Paulson performed admirably
when she had the opportunity, winning
two of her three bouts against UMass.
“It was her first time out there, and she
did really well,” Sachs said. “Her issue is
that she attacks short and misses, but as
she got more into it, she began to understand her distance and got better with
her attacks.”
The Jumbos will now enjoy their
first weekend of rest in nearly a month
before resuming action on Feb. 21 at the
Northeast Collegiate Championships at
Mount Holyoke. The format of the team
competition meet pits every team’s A,
B and C fencers against equally ranked
fencers, and the total amount of victories
are counted to determine the final results.
Last year, Tufts’ epee squad finished first.
“It would be awesome if we could
repeat what happened last year,” Ranes
said. “We had really strong A, B and C
fencers, and other teams’ Bs and Cs are
kind of OK, but they rely on their A fencer
to pull them through. We didn’t have a
super strong A fencer, but our A, B, C and
D are all pretty strong. Our Bs and Cs are
better than the rest of the teams’, though
this year I think Wellesley and Boston
College put together stronger epee teams,
so we’ll have to match that.”
“I would like to take fifth to seventh,
which is what one would expect,” Sachs
said. “It would be great to take third or
fourth, and this team could even win, but
it would take everyone fencing at their
best level.”

DAILY DIGITS

3

Participants in the first-ever NBA AllStar Game H-O-R-S-E competition,
to take place this weekend in Phoenix. Oklahoma City’s Kevin Durant,
Memphis’ O.J. Mayo and Atlanta’s Joe
Johnson were selected to participate in
the event on Saturday night. Dunking
will not be allowed in the competition, in which contestants will have 24
seconds to execute their shots and will
be judged by an NBA referee.

4

Field goals made by the Jumbo women’s
basketball team over the final 14:30
of the second half in last Saturday’s
54-48 loss to Amherst. With the defeat,
Tufts fell from first to third place in the
NESCAC and now sits behind Amherst
and Bowdoin. With just a Saturday
home game against Bates remaining on
its conference schedule, Tufts must win
to keep its regular-season championship
hopes alive.

17.4

$100,000

Average penalty minutes per game for the
Jumbo hockey team, a mark which leads
the NESCAC. This weekend, in back-toback road losses to Trinity and Wesleyan,
Tufts racked up an aggregate 39 minutes
in the box on 18 penalties. Despite the
losses and the unusually high penalty
minutes, the Jumbos remain in eighth
place in the NESCAC and will return
home this weekend for games against
Salem State and Southern Maine.

The bidding price of the bong out of which
Olympic swimmer Michael Phelps smoked,
as posted on eBay. Yesterday, eight people
connected to the University of South Carolina party at which the photograph of Phelps
was taken were arrested by the Richland
County Sheriff’s Department. Phelps has
already lost his Kellogg’s sponsorship and is
currently debating whether or not to swim
in the 2012 Olympics.

1

Baseball player, out of 104 positive urine
samples, whose name was released
to the public last Saturday. New York
Yankees third baseman Alex Rodriguez
was the only player named in the 2003
list. Rodriguez tested positive for testosterone and an anabolic steroid called
Primobolan. In an interview with ESPN
on Monday, Rodriguez admitted to using
banned substances for three years while
with the Texas Rangers.

.889

Win percentage for the Tufts women’s swimming and diving team this
year in its nine head-to-head meets.
The Jumbos rounded out their dual
meet season on Jan. 31 with two
victories at Bates and carried that
momentum into last weekend’s
unscored Middlebury Invitational. Up
next for Tufts is the NESCAC meet at
Bowdoin from Feb. 20 to Feb. 22.
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Evans Clinchy | Dirty Water

The revelation
was
televised

“

the ACC. Wake is young, but this team
has already shown in beating UNC,
Duke and the 11th-ranked Clemson
Tigers that it is for real.
Duke, meanwhile, is fifth, although
it was destroyed by Clemson and barely squeaked by the Miami Hurricanes
with a three-point victory last week.
The Blue Devils are trying to return
to the Sweet Sixteen, which they had
reached nine straight years before losing in the first and second rounds,
respectively, in the last two years.
But even with four of the top 11
teams in the nation in the ACC, the
Big East is still a better conference
from top to bottom. Besides UConn,
the other top teams are legitimate
threats to represent the conference in
the Final Four. Pitt’s forward tandem
of senior Sam Young and sophomore
DeJuan Blair, the leading rebounder

You know, the first and greatest
sin of the deception of television
is that it simplifies. It diminishes
great, complex ideas, trenches of
time. Whole careers become reduced to a
single snapshot.”
If you recognize the above quotation,
then congrats on having excellent taste. It
comes from Sam Rockwell’s character in
“Frost/Nixon,” one of the best films of the
past year. Television, he explains, made a
major breakthrough in 1977, when David
Frost’s post-Watergate series of interviews
with Richard Nixon culminated in the former president’s emotional confession that
“I let the American people down.”
At its best, a great TV interview can
capture a moment in history like nothing
else can. If a picture is worth a thousand
words, then hours — or even just minutes
— of footage are pretty damn near priceless. When a great journalist finds within
himself the ability to perfectly humanize
his subject, no matter the stakes, you’re
witnessing something special.
I think you know where I’m going with
this.
If you haven’t yet seen the interview
that ESPN’s Peter Gammons conducted
with Alex Rodriguez for Monday night’s
“SportsCenter,” then I have no earthly
idea what you’re waiting for. Gammons’
piece (not the short version — I’m talking
about the full 36-minute “SportsCenter”
exclusive, which is available for free
online) is the perfect snapshot, to borrow
the term from Rockwell, of Rodriguez’s
career to date.
After it leaked on Sports Illustrated’s
website Saturday morning that Rodriguez
had tested positive for both testosterone
and the anabolic steroid Primobolan during his 2003 MVP season with the Rangers,
Gammons went straight to the bottom of
the issue, making clear right away that he’s
in no mood to turn the story of our generation’s greatest player into a puff piece. The
first question came eight seconds in.
“What is the truth?”
Within the first minute, Gammons got
the confession that, as he later admitted,
he wasn’t sure he was going to get at all.
When Rodriguez came forth with “I did
take a banned substance. And for that I am
very sorry and deeply regretful,” it became
clear that this was the kind of moment
every journalist dreams of. The ramifications of this confession are mindblowingly
far-reaching — they extend beyond Alex
himself, beyond the Yankees, beyond the
$275 million that the Steinbrenner braintrust has invested in a known, confessed
steroid user.
First of all, this is about Babe Ruth,
Henry Aaron and Barry Bonds. What’s next
for the mark that used to be the most
sacred record in all of sports? What happens in 2013 when A-Rod shatters the alltime home run record? How do we react
when the hallowed title of Home Run King
is passed from one assumed cheater to
another certain one?
When home run records were being
shattered across the board in the era from
1998 to 2007, we could at least take solace
in the idea that records such as Bonds’
were temporary. Bonds’ 762 would only
stand until someone younger and hopefully cleaner came along to tear it down.
But now what? What happens when
A-Rod hits 763, and then 800, and then, in
all likelihood, 900? Do we embrace him?
Boo him? Ignore him? Will he be treated
any differently because, unlike Bonds, he
confessed? Will baseball learn to forgive
and forget? Rodriguez made it clear in his
interview Monday night that he’d rather be
forgiven like Andy Pettitte than shunned
like Mark McGwire. But can that ever really
happen if he pursues history the same way
Bonds did?
But in another sense, this isn’t about
Bonds, McGwire, Roger Clemens or
Sammy Sosa. This is about one man facing immense pressure in a way that it’s
hard for any of us to even comprehend.
When he says that “I wanted to prove to
everyone that I was worth being one of the
greatest players of all time,” it’s hard not to
take that seriously.

see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 13

see CLINCHY, page 12

MCT

University of Oklahoma forward Courtney Paris, shown here in 2006, recently set the record for the most rebounds in Div. I history and
figures to factor prominently in the NCAA Tournament for the No. 2 Sooners.

In the NCAA record books, Summitt has
reached the top of the coaching mountain
by

Alex Prewitt

Daily Editorial Board

Throughout the ranks of women’s
college basketball last week, two monumental records fell, forever changing
the landscape of the game. Although
the marks were set by people affiliated
with two of the NCAA’s most storied
programs, the hype surrounding them
was nowhere near enough given the
magnitude of their achievements and
the fact that both women involved
will continue to rewrite the record
books as the drive towards March
Madness continues.
Last Thursday, coach Pat Summitt of
the Tennessee Lady Volunteers reached
the 1,000-win plateau, becoming the
first Div. I basketball coach — men’s
or women’s — to reach the millennium
mark as her No. 17 Volunteers took

down the Georgia Bulldogs, 73-43. On
the list of all-time winningest coaches,
the closest coach to Summitt is Bobby
Knight, looking far up with seven more
years of coaching than Summitt but 98
fewer wins. Although women’s basketball is dominated by a select few teams
with prestige and exemplary recruiting
programs (see: Connecticut Huskies,
Oklahoma Sooners, North Carolina
Tar Heels), Summitt’s 1,000 wins and
eight national titles put her at the top
as one of the finest coaches of all time,
regardless of sport.
Summitt’s tireless work at Rocky
Top is perhaps best exemplified with
this season even though Tennessee
is the defending two-time national
champion. With seven freshmen and
just one senior on the roster and having lost her best post defender, sophomore Vicki Baugh, for the rest of the

season, Summitt has still managed to
direct her inexperienced squad to a
top-25 national ranking and a record
that, albeit mediocre by Volunteer
standards, many teams would take
with their bare hands.
Summitt is the epitome of consistency in college basketball. Since the
1981-82 season, the Volunteers have
never been knocked out of the tournament before the Sweet Sixteen and
have reached the Final Four 18 times.
But Summitt seems far from content,
pushing toward the long grind that
is the NCAA Tournament in March
rather than dwelling on the past.
Immediately after her historic defeat
of the Bulldogs, Summitt claimed that
the team was focusing squarely on St.
Louis and the Final Four as opposed
see WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, page 12

Inside Men’s College Basketball

This season, the beasts reside in the East
by

Ethan Landy

Daily Editorial Board

We’re still three weeks away from
March, but one thing is clear: The ACC
and the Big East are the elite conferences in men’s college basketball.
The only question that remains
is which one is the best. Both have
impressive resumes, starting with
three teams each in the top 10 of the
Coaches’ Poll. The Big East boasts the
current No. 1 team in the nation in the
UConn Huskies, who are led by the
nation’s best defensive player in center
Hasheem Thabeet. UConn has only
one loss and has been demolishing
its opponents as of late. The conference also features the No. 4 Pittsburgh
Panthers, a team that at 22-2 is still
only fourth in the Big East, along with
the No. 7 Louisville Cardinals.
The Tobacco Road trio of the Duke
Blue Devils, North Carolina Tar Heels

and Wake Forest Demon Deacons, all
of which have at one point held the
No. 1 ranking this year, leads the ACC.
The Tar Heels were the preseason top
choice, and at one point, they were
thought to be unbeatable. With last
year’s Naismith and Wooden Awardwinner Tyler Hansbrough leading the
way, UNC won its first 13 games by at
least 15 points before being upset at
home by the Boston College Eagles en
route to losing two of three games. The
Tar Heels, who lead Div. I in rebounding and are second in scoring, are currently No. 3 in the polls behind UConn
and the Oklahoma Sooners.
The other team to beat UNC was
Wake, the No. 8 team in the country despite falling in three of its last
six games. The Demon Deacons are
led by sophomore Jeff Teague, averaging 20.9 points a game, and start
one other sophomore and a freshman
alongside the second-best scorer in

Sports
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Fencing

Jumbos earn split decision in 3-3 weekend at home meet
by Jeremy

Greenhouse

Daily Editorial Board

The women’s fencing team nearly had its first winning weekend
of the season but fell just short,
earning a 3-3 record this Saturday
in Carzo Cage. All three losses featured narrow margins of defeat as
Tufts hosted the second conference
meet of the year, improving to 6-13
on the year and 4-6 in Northeast
Conference action.
“We did exactly what I expected,” coach Jason Sachs said. “We
were one strong fencer short of
being competitive in every match.
To beat these teams, you need to be
on your A-game, as they have more
experience and more resources. We
were missing a vital part.”
Sachs was referring to freshman
Meredith Paul, whom he decided
to bench after she missed a couple practices in the week leading
up to the meet. Sachs admitted
that the decision might have hurt
the team’s record.
“Meredith didn’t fence, but with
her there, we might have won every
match,” he said.
“It was really detrimental. She
couldn’t go to practice and if you
don’t go, you obviously can’t fence,”
sophomore Georgia Ranes added.
“That hurt the team because that
was like three or four wins for us
that we could’ve had but didn’t get.
Fencing teams like Wellesley, we
lost by a margin of three or four, so
if you throw in a couple of wins, we
might have won.”
Squaring off for the second time
this season against Boston College
and Sacred Heart, the Jumbos failed
to achieve more favorable results on
their second time around. Boston
College has now bested Tufts 16-11
on two separate occasions, while
Sacred Heart won 14-13 early in
November and put a bit more dis-

tance between them in Saturday’s
15-12 finish. The Jumbos have not
won a single decision this year by a
score closer than 16-11, while they
have lost four matches decided by
only two bouts.
Sophomores Ranes and Coryn
Wolk headlined the epee squad,
both going 14-4 in their bouts on
the day.
“Georgia’s our most improved
fencer,” Sachs said.
“Maybe a little bit of my attitude
has changed, and it happens to
be that’s working for me,” Ranes
added. “I just hope it’ll continue
into next month.”
Epee came across an extremely rare loss at the swords of the
Wellesley Blue. Ranes won two of
three, while Wolk almost followed
suit. At one point leading a Blue
epeeist 4-2, Wolk ended up losing
the bout 5-4. Junior epee captain
Rebecca Hughes dropped all three
of her bouts.
“We were a little out of focus,
starting the day off fencing
Wellesley,” Ranes said. “They were
the first team we fenced that day
and there was some pressure on
us. It was a home meet and the
last tournament [where] you could
score points for NCAAs, so there
was a lot of pressure on people like
me and Coryn because Wellesley
is ranked higher so we get more
points if we beat them.”
On the other hand, sabre, which
last week was the least successful Tufts weapon, came up with a
resounding 8-1 victory. Junior sabre
captain Alexandra Cheetham and
freshman Sarah Danly won all of
their bouts while sophomore Caccy
Bowlus went 2-1.
Senior foil captain Christine Lee
surrendered her only overall loss
to the Blue, but her single win in
see FENCING, page 14

courtesy Alexandra Cheetham

Junior sabre captain Alexandra Cheetham, shown here competing at the Carzo Cage in the second conference
meet of the season, helped the young squad to an 8-1 sabre victory over Wellesley.

Skiing

Bresee, Tufts upset Castleton
State, secure Regionals bid
by

Philip Dear

Daily Editorial Board

On Feb. 2, to the chagrin of many New
Englanders, Punxsutawney Phil saw his
shadow. But for a Jumbo skiing team a lateseason tear, nothing could be better than
six more weeks of winter.
Although the squad finished off its regular season this past weekend, if the last few
weeks are any representation of the team’s
true talent, then it might be in for quite a
prosperous postseason.
The men’s squad capped off its regular season with a stunning Sunday as the
Jumbos finished first, beating Castleton
State by one tenth of a second between
each team’s top three racers combined, the
first time that the Spartans did not win a
day all season. With the win, Tufts locked
up a spot at Regionals and finished second
overall in its division.
Once again, the men’s team was led by
sophomore captain Brian Bresee, who
finished second individually with a time
of 44.86 seconds, only 0.27 seconds out
of the lead.
As a team, the Jumbos’ Sunday victory was a result of not only Bresee’s
excellence but the support of classmates
Tom Valentin and Arlin Ladue, who finished seventh and ninth in the individual
standings, respectively. Valentin clocked
in at 45.92, while Ladue finished in 46.56.
Both sophomores came within two seconds of the top finisher.
“Tom Valentin and Arlin Ladue really
stepped it up this year,” said senior Greg
Hering, who finished fourth on the team

and 23rd overall.
On Saturday, the only team to beat the
Jumbos was Castleton State. Additionally,
only Castleton State senior Justin Schwartz
managed to edge out Bresee on Saturday.
“Castleton has a lot of depth in their
team, and as we have fewer good racers,
we all have to ski and finish well,” Bresee
said. “Because of that, we have to ski more
conservatively than we would like, whereas
they can go all out each run.”
“Castleton trains five afternoons a week
on the hill we race on,” Hering added. “The
school gives them plenty of resources for
training equipment and hill space. At Tufts,
we make a lot from nothing.”
While the men rose steadily throughout
the season and then peaked at the end of
the year, the women’s team stayed more
consistent throughout. The women finished
in sixth overall place out of 12 teams with
fifth-place finishes on both Saturday and
Sunday — their fourth consecutive fifthplace finish after a seventh-place showing
back on Jan. 25.
“On Saturday, we had a very difficult
course for our first run,” freshman Jessica
Levine said. “Our second, fourth and fifth
girls were disqualified and our third girl fell,
so the team didn’t finish well overall.”
The top three finishers for the women’s
team on Saturday were senior captain
Alissa Brandon, finishing with a combined
time of 1:52.60, freshman Fritzi Pieper
with a 2:13.91, and junior Lindsay Verola
with a 2:17.64.
“On Saturday [Brandon] skied particusee SKIING, page 14

Tufts wins easily at Trinity — again
	The women’s basketball team
secured its 18th victory of the season
last night with a 62-46 victory over the
Trinity Bantams. The Jumbos moved
to 18-3 overall but stayed at 6-2 in
the NESCAC with the win, as the
game did not count for the conference
standings. The game was the second
between the two teams within the last
five days, as the Jumbos defeated the
Bantams by a similar score Friday night,
winning 64-42.
	The Jumbos were led in scoring
by senior Katie Tausanovitch with 14
points. Tausanovitch went 5-for-11
from the floor and was 4-for-4 from the
charity stripe. She also grabbed four
rebounds, three blocks and a steal.
As a whole, the Jumbos weren’t
spectacular offensively but certainly
showed their defensive prowess. The
Jumbos’ 62 points were their fourthfewest total this season, but their 46
points allowed to the Bantams were
also their fifth-fewest on the year.
	The Jumbos’ field goal percentage
was a solid 42.3 percent, as they went
22-for-52 from the floor and 3-for-10
from beyond the arc. On the other
side, Trinity only went 14-for-53 from
the floor for a dismal 26.4 percent
and 2-for-12 from the three-point line.
Each team had seven steals, and the
Jumbos out-blocked Trinity eight to
one. The biggest disparity in the statistics was points off the bench: the
Jumbos scored 32 bench points to
Trinity’s 11. The only category in which
Trinity bested Tufts was rebounds, by a
count of 39 to 34.
—by Philip Dear

Andrew Morgenthaler/Tufts Daily

