T

Today:
Mostly Sunny High 40 Low 27

H

E

T

U

F

T S

DAILY

Tomorrow:
Mostly Sunny High 39 Low 31

VOLUME LI, NUMBER 17

Tufts’ Student
Newspaper
Since 1980
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2006

‘Good Night(line), and Good Luck’: Koppel to lead Murrow symposium
BY

KAT SCHMIDT

Daily Editorial Board

The George Clooney film “Good Night,
and Good Luck” has racked up six Oscar
nominations for its portrayal of journalist
Edward R. Murrow and his reporting during
the McCarthy era.
Tufts’ Communications and Media Studies
Department is generating a buzz of its own
with its own big-time tribute to Murrow,
a symposium that will be moderated by
Ted Koppel, former anchorman for ABC’s
“Nightline.”
“It’s a very high-profile event for Tufts,”
Communications and Media Studies
Program Director Julie Dobrow said. “I think
it will raise some very provocative questions
and help us to think about Murrow’s role
both historically and in terms of what his
legacy will be.”
The panel, titled “What Would Murrow See
Now? The U.S. Press and the World,” will take

place on Apr. 3 and will focus on Murrow’s
work as an international correspondent.
“Good Night, and Good Luck,” highlights
Murrow’s role surrounding the McCarthy
hearings, but Dobrow said that the panel
hoped to explore Murrow’s equally important role in the international arena.
Murrow made some of the first transcontinental news broadcasts in radio history,
reporting from the thick of the action during
some of the most chaotic events of World War
II, including Germany’s annexation of Austria
and the height of the London Blitz.
Regarded by many as broadcasting’s greatest journalist, Murrow’s on-the-spot reporting is widely regarded as having changed the
shape of international journalism.
“We’re posing the question, how are things
[in international journalism] different than
they were in Murrow’s day?” Dobrow said. “In
the wake of Sept. 11, what’s changed about
how American journalism covers international issues?”

Koppel will moderate a panel discussion
on this topic. Panelists will include former
NBC News President Neal Shapiro (LA ‘80) —
who is currently co-teaching an Experimental
College course called “News From the Inside
Out” with journalist Phil Primack (LA ‘70)
— and Crocker Snow, longtime Boston Globe
journalist and current director of the Edward
R. Murrow Center at the Tufts’ Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy.
Other panelists will include Louise Lief,
deputy director of the International Reporting
Project at Johns Hopkins University, and Keith
Richburg, foreign editor of the Washington
Post.
An alumni connection brought Koppel
into the event. “One of our alums, David
Burke (A ‘57) was the president of ABC News
and CBS News,” Dobrow said. “We talked to
David, and he said, ‘Let me call Ted Koppel,’
and [Koppel] happily agreed to do it.”
Murrow and Tufts have a long history.
In 1965, then-Fletcher School Dean

English majors’ numbers flag nationwide
BY JUDY

WEXLER

Daily Editorial Board

ANJALI NIRMALAN/TUFTS DAILY

Though the number of English majors is declining across the country, the
number of English majors at Tufts remains stable.

INSIDE
Paul Walker and friends
dig themselves out of last
week’s blizzards.
see ARTS, page 5

INDEX
News | Features 1
Arts | Living 5
Editorial | Letters 8
Viewpoints 9
Glocal 11
National 15
International 16
Comics 20
Classifieds 21
Sports Back page

tuftsdaily.com

Jane Eyre, Bartleby the Scrivener
and Holden Caulfield may find
their celebrity status waning as
fewer college students nationwide choose to study English.
According to Inside Higher Ed,
a Web site that tracks trends in
higher education, approximately
only four of every 100 graduates
are awarded a degree in English.
According to the National Center
for Education Statistics, the number of English majors dropped by
roughly a third between 1970 and
2001.
Yet the number of English
majors at Tufts has remained relatively stable in recent years. At
Tufts, the proportion of English
degrees is significantly higher, with an average of 100-110
English majors graduating in a
given year in a class of approximately 1200 students.
“I think, just speaking from
personal experience at Tufts, that
the English major is very healthy
and alive and well,” English professor Carol Flynn said.
Nonetheless, students and
professors of English can attest
to a broader national skepticism towards the humanities.
This healthy attitude towards
the humanities does not always
see ENGLISH, page 2

Tufts student film snags
‘College Emmy’ award
BY

MARC RAIFMAN

Daily Editorial Board

A team of Tufts students
received national recognition
for its film “From the Fryer
to the Freeway: Alternative
Energy Today,” taking third
place for best documentary in
this year’s College Television
Awards.
The competition is administered by the Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences
Foundation, one of the three
foundations that run the
Emmy Awards.
The students created the
film for their fall Experimental
College class, “Producing
Films for Social Change,”
taught by Professor Roberta
Oster-Sachs.

The 12-minute film examines “the issue of waste vegetable oil as a potential fuel
alternative,” said senior Emi
Norris, who produced the film
along with senior Phil Martin,
senior Assaf Pines and freshman Sean Malahy.
Norris received a call from
the Academy three weeks ago
to inform her that her film
had won third place. “We submitted to so many festivals,
[at first] I didn’t know which
one it was,” she said.
She received an e-mail on
Feb. 8 officially announcing
the award. Then, she saw that
the email address included
“@emmy.org.”
“That’s when I got excited,”

Edmund A. Gullion coined the term “public
diplomacy” to cope with the implications
of in increasingly internationalized media,
whose progress was spurred by Murrow’s
work.
“‘Public Diplomacy,’” according to the
Fletcher School Web site, “deals with the
influence of public attitudes on the formation and execution of foreign policies.”
The Edward R. Murrow Center for Public
Diplomacy was established in 1965 to house
Murrow’s professional papers and promote
research and dialogue on public diplomacy
and its newly expanding role in the international community. It was inaugurated by
then-Vice President Hubert Humphrey.
While Murrow’s history has long been
part of Tufts, a recent donation of additional
Murrow documents and the prominence of
“Good Night, and Good Luck,” prompted the
CMS department to develop this new event
to honor Murrow and explore his legacy,
Dobrow said.

IN DEPTH | WITH MARILYN GLATER

The Supreme
Court’s direction
BY

PAUL LEMAISTRE

Contributing Writer

The appointment of two of
George W. Bush’s nominees to
the Supreme Court has focused
much media attention on the
YOLANDA FAIR/TUFTS DAILY
ideological direction of the
Supreme Court. John Roberts’ replacement of Chief Justice William
Rehnquist last September replaced one conservative justice with
another. The resignation of centrist Sandra Day O’Connor last
summer and the confirmation of her replacement Samuel Alito
early this month have led many to speculate that the court’s conservative wing has received another member. Despite expectations
that these two appointments will result in a right-ward tilt to the
court, a justice’s votes on key issues are often unpredictable. In
an effort to gauge this court’s potential ideological direction, this
week The Daily talks to Political Science Professor Marilyn Glater,
an expert on American constitutional law.
Paul LeMaistre: What are the most important issues Roberts’
Supreme Court will face in the coming years?
Marilyn Glater: There will probably be some kinds of cases that are
related to abortion, but those things may distort and overshadow
more immediate cases. There may be some coming in the aftermath
of the decision about taking property for public use. That’s one that’s
got all sorts of implications. I think there of course will be cases that
relate to post- 9/11 issues: terrorism, free speech. And there will
continue to be, as there are always are, issues that relate to changes
in technology, especially the internet in regards to free speech and
copyright laws.
PL: A lot of talk has been made about Justices Roberts and Alito
being new “conservative” voices on the court. Can constitutional
scholars really predict how new justices will vote?
MG: First, how do you define “conservative,” and how do you define
“liberal”? The thing that I think is interesting is the degree to which
you can’t predict what people will do. There are classic stories of
somebody like Justice [William Orville] Douglas, who by the end
of his time on the court was the darling of liberals about all sorts of
rights-related things, but he was appointed in the 30s as an expert on
securities exchange. Who would have predicted that he would have
become the spokesperson for the liberal position on a lot of rightsrelated issues? A lot of the reasons [why] you can’t predict [votes] are
[that] you can’t predict the form in which the cases come up.
The justices don’t get to say “We’re going to talk about abortion.”
They have to deal with cases that have come through the court
system, and the specific context in which they come up really matters. One of the things that I tell students in my courses is that when
they do a research paper on something legal, [the students should
later look at how the justices] have read the decisions; they may
change their minds about what they thought they thought. Their
first thought may have been in favor of one outcome, but they may
not like the principles under which that outcome was made. Ideally,
what justices are supposed to do is take these principles and apply
them to specifics. They’re not supposed to start with a specific outcome and then work backwards.
PL: With the departure of Justice O’Connor and her replacement
of Justice Alito, the court has lost both a centrist voice and a female
voice. Is racial and gender representation equity important for the
court?
see IN DEPTH, page 2

see EMMY, page 4
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Glater discusses Alito, ideology, ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’

HIGHER EDUCATION
BRIEFS

IN DEPTH

GOAT’S PRESENCE AT FRATERNITY PARTY GIVES NEW MEANING TO ‘ANIMAL HOUSE’
Western Kentucky University (WKU)
temporarily suspended the Alpha Gamma
Rho fraternity after a hazing incident
involving allegations of sexual activities
with a goat.
Responding to a noise complaint, the
police found a goat in a storage closet
while searching the house for alcohol,
which is forbidden in fraternity houses
at WKU. The spokesman for the police
department said several students at the
party informed police officers that the
goat was intended for sex with students.
WKU prohibits hazing, and if the police
prove that the goat was part of a hazing
ritual, the fraternity will be permanently
suspended. The goat was found standing
in its own urine and feces, and when taken
to a local humane society, was found to
have a minor abrasion in its rectum from
an unknown source. It was also severely
dehydrated and slightly underweight.
One of the fraternity brothers, who
claimed ownership of the goat, was
charged with second-degree cruelty to
animals.

SCIENTISTS DENOUNCE BUSH
At the annual conference of the
AmericanAssociationfortheAdvancement
of Science, some of the country’s leading
scientists denounced the Bush administration’s attitudes towards science policy,
alleging that the White House has been
using science to enhance its political
agenda.
The meeting, held in St. Louis, was
organized by the Union of Concerned
Scientists. Some of its speakers included
David Baltimore, president of the California
Institute of Technology; Daniel Kammen,
director of the Renewable and Appropriate
Energy Laboratory at the University of
California at Berkeley; and Susan Wood,
a former assistant commissioner at the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Wood
resigned from her position several months
ago to protest continued federal limitations on availability of the morning-after
pill, an emergency contraceptive.
Baltimore, the recipient of the 1975
Nobel Prize in Medicine or Physiology,
stated that the administration’s attempts
to expand the scope of its overall power
has led to tensions between the scientific
community and the administration.

COLLEGE ADMINISTRATORS
ENJOY RELATIVE PAY INCREASE
Median salaries of college administrators increased by 3.5 percent in
2005, according to the annual survey of
the College and University Professional
Association for Human Resources.
This increase beat the 2004 increase of
3.3 percent and marks the ninth consecutive year in which this statistic has grown
more rapidly than the inflation rate.
The survey examined the salaries of 211
different administrative positions at 1,345
institutions, including doctoral, master’s
degree, bachelor’s, specialized, and twoyear institutions.
Results found that salary increases at
private institutions were similar to or only
slightly greater than those at public institutions.
However, for administrators in executive positions, those at private institutions
experienced a 4.3 percent median rise in
salary while those at public institutions
received a 3.9 percent increase.

continued from page 1

MG: I think what is more important is what
people’s views are than who they are themselves. It’s likely the case that there [are] certain things that a female will have [more]
experiences [with] than a male in this country at this time. But it’s not totally impossible.
I can remember when I was in law school,
when law schools were almost predominantly male. I could tell within five minutes into a
dinner table conversation whether some of
my male classmates had sisters. If they had
sisters there are some things they understood. I think what is more important than
what Justices do is their openness towards
growing and expanding on their own life
experiences.
PL: You talked earlier about the unpredictability inherent in determining how a
Justice will vote on an issue.
MG: Part of it is you don’t know what they
will have to decide and in what context. The
other part is you can’t predict how people
will behave in a new position, where they
have new kinds of responsibilities. It may
sound idealistic, but I think that when people
are there and they think, “Wow, I’m one of
nine people that has to do this”, they may
think a little differently from the way they
thought when they were a trial lawyer or
circuit judge.
It doesn’t mean that their job isn’t to interpret the law, but that there are other things
they must be aware of. In regards to ideological leanings, what really matters is what their
legal philosophy and way of going about

deciding things is. For Justice Alito, if you
look at some of the articles talking about his
opinions in the court, it will describe him as
being careful about matters, looking closely
at things. In the lower courts he looked carefully at what the earlier cases had said, so
there is certainly the possibility that he will
continue to doing that.
But once he is in the Supreme Court, he
is at the top of the heap, so the lower courts
will have to pay attention to what the highest
court says. Though these justices are clear
and careful with what they are saying, it isn’t
clear what they think. Roberts and Alito don’t
sound or talk the way that Scalia talks, and
their manners don’t resemble those of Scalia
or Thomas at all, who are often directly critical of others in court decisions.
PL: A lot of politicians have made campaign
promises — most recently George W. Bush
— that if elected, they would appoint justices of a certain ideology. How does this fit
in with the idea of a Supreme Court being
separate from and above political bickering?
MG: To the extent of making things partisan,
I think that’s really unfortunate. The court is
supposed to be above politics, and that’s not
to say that it always is.
PL: Tufts recently hosted military recruiters
at the Mayer Campus Center. The Supreme
Court will soon consider “Rumsfeld v.
Forum for Academic and Institutional
Rights,” wherein law schools banned
military recruiters from their campuses
because they perceived the military’s “Don’t

Ask, Don’t Tell” policy to contradict their
non-discrimination policies. Is this relevant
to Tufts as an educational institution that
receives federal funding but maintains nondiscrimination policies?
MG: The law is really sweeping, because as
it is written, if any branch of a university
receives federal funding, then if only a single
school — say the law school at Yale, which is
one of the defendants, decides to ban military recruiters, then all of Yale, including its
undergraduate division, loses federal funding. I think that’s awfully sweeping. In the
argument in the case that I’ve seen — and
as you know the law schools won the case
in the lower federal court — the law schools
are saying that it should not be put in a position to discriminate against a category of
people that it thinks should be protected.
The military argues that they have no other
sources for lawyers because [it] doesn’t have
a law school, and [it] is forced to recruit from
private law schools to get lawyers.
[The military] is also arguing that law
schools should not be exempt from helping
with defense efforts, and it is saying that this
is not an infringement on free speech because
the law schools are free to say anything they
want — they can picket the recruiters if they
want — so free speech is not being infringed
upon.
The law schools are arguing that they have
a non-discrimination policy — similar to the
one that Tufts has — and at the same time the
military is telling the law schools to discriminate against their students. So this will be an
interesting case for universities to observe in
the coming months.

Federal budget cuts may be hurting the humanities
ENGLISH
Continued from page 1

translate beyond the campus: Nationally,
potential English majors may be moving
towards more career-oriented tracks.
Data from The Chronicle of Higher
Education Almanac shows that while
53,670 undergraduate degrees in English
were conferred in the 2002-2003 school
year, 105,790 undergraduate degrees were
given in education for that same year, and
67,859 in “communications, journalism,
and related programs.”
“You tell people you’re an English major,
and it’s kind of embarrassing,” sophomore
Anna Feldman said. “It might not be the
most demanding course-wise...and in that
regard, I guess English is the easy way out,
but it is what I love.”
Among some members of the English
faculty at Tufts, there is a concern about
the way the major is viewed, not by fellow
academicians, but by the public at large.
Lee Edelman, English Department
chair, said that a changing national culture
has shaped the value Americans place on
English degrees.
“The culture we live in is one that has

grown resistant to critical analysis, debate,
discussion and recognizing the importance
of demonstration, persuasion and proof of
argumentation. Instead, people preach to
the converted. The politics of our time is
simply firing up your base,” Edelman said.
Sophomore and English major Sara
Wilbur loves the discipline, but also elected to study it because she fears that the
traditional study of English is losing its
prestige.
“My new passion is education,” Wilbur
said, explaining that in many secondary
school curricula, the focus has shifted
away from the classics “in the name of
diversity and in the name of progress.”
Edelman said that because argumentation does not have the same value in
today’s society as it once had, people consider it unlikely that an English major will
translate into financial success.
“I think it would be accurate to say that
in our national culture at the moment
there is a large premium placed on academic studies that will promote financially
lucrative careers,” Edelman said.
“But rather than deal with whether it
is accurate or not to say that an English

major provides that security, the question
is whether or not financial security is the
ultimate goal of an undergraduate education,” he added.
Echoing this statement, Feldman said,
“You’re always making connections in life
and that chance to grab something from
the past and to make a connection — it
makes you feel educated, it makes you feel
good, it makes you feel informed.”
Cuts in funding for the humanities
may have also had a detrimental effect
on the pursuit of doctoral degrees. Flynn
expressed concern that cuts in money
for the humanities and arts overseen by
the Republican Congress and Bush White
House “will trickle down to funding for
professors.”
This would come as a disappointment,
if not a surprise, for some of Tufts’ English
majors.
Wilbur believes that literature’s function as a conduit for social change and its
incorporation of history and sociology give
it great depth as an academic field.
Nonetheless, she admitted that, “If I said
I was going to be a neurosurgeon, no one
would look at me askance.”

FROM THE DAILY ARCHIVES | FEBRUARY 21, 1995

Our house, in the middle of our street
A group of Greek organizations were engaged in a legal
dispute with property owner Walnut Hill Corporation, a satellite corporation of the University that owns approximately
120 pieces of University property and pays taxes to the cities
of Medford and Somerville.
Fraternities Theta Chi and Sigma Nu and sororities Alpha
Omicron Pi and Chi Omega realized that Walnut Hill Corp.
was going to raise their rents to a much higher level than the
cost of dorm living. Sigma Nu’s rent was going to be raised
by $6,000 over the next five years, costing each tenant $400
more to live in the house than in a dorm.
Many of the Greek organizations complained that their
facilities weren’t up to par, either, but Bruce Ketchen, the

general manager of Walnut Hill Corp., said his company
would finance all repairs deemed to be necessary renovations. Theta Chi, however, said it had a negative experience
with having repairs performed on their house: renovations
were not finished over the previous summer, as they were
told they would be, and the members had to stay out of the
house until it was ready.
Walnut Hill Corp. provided temporary alternate housing
for some of the members for the one-month period before
the house was ready. Theta Chi had to pay $9,000 and
claimed that if they did not pay, they would lose their house
to other Greek organizations looking to have property on
campus.

— compiled by Aaron Schumacher
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At meals we
had all types of
conversations
on different topics, like
abortion, gay rights or
Chinese people.
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”

Scott Kniaz,
The language barrier:
to cross or not to cross?
see page 3
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Tucker Max: living the dream?
The Daily’s David Pomerantz explores the popularity of the
infamous — and completely unrepentant — Internet bad-boy
COURTESY TUCKER MAX

When heads of
state don’t have
their heads on
straight...
COMPILED BY PATRICE TADDONIO
Daily Editorial Board

Being sandwiched between women is nothing new for Tucker Max, who has made a career out of chronicling his social and sexual exploits.
Tucker Max may be the Internet’s most
despicable character. And he’s proud of it.
Max founded the Web site TuckerMax.
com, a collection of first-person stories
describing his life of drinking, sexual
exploits and enough general debauchery
to make even the boldest frat boy blush.
As Max says at the top of his Web page,
“My name is Tucker Max, and I am an a—
hole. I get excessively drunk at inappropriate times, disregard social norms, indulge
every whim, ignore the consequences of
my actions, mock idiots and posers, sleep
with more women than is safe or reasonable, and just generally act like a raging
d--head.”
The Web site began on a bet when Max
was challenged to put a “date application”
on the Internet, and the site grew from
there.
This all happened while Max was studying at Duke Law School, which he attended after graduating from the University of
Chicago in three years.
This year, Max published “I Hope They
Serve Beer in Hell,” a book that includes
several of the Web site’s stories, in addition
to previously unseen tales of mayhem and
depravity.
The book, which the New York Times
called “highly entertaining and thoroughly reprehensible,” has attracted national
fame, and Max was at Boston University
(BU) on Saturday to sign books and answer
questions as a part of his current book
tour.
“It’s all true,” Max said with frustration in response to the oft-asked question
regarding how much creative license he
actually takes in his stories.
Reading Max’s book or Web site, it’s not
surprising that people might doubt some
of his more outlandish stories. But a few
hours in person with the man goes along
way to dispel any doubts. In the flesh,
Max is as brash, vulgar and insulting as in

his writings, and fans at BU lapped up all
those characteristics.
As the signing wound down, Max pulled
out a note that he had received from one
of his female fans. “I want you to f--k me.
Love, Rachel,” Max read aloud to a chorus
of laughs. A phone number was included.
Max promptly asked a member of his
entourage what the girl looked like. He
had no qualms about either flirting with or
insulting any of the 200 or so students who
turned out.

“

It’s all true.

”

Tucker Max,
Author of “I Hope They
Serve Beer in Hell,”
on his stories

Many of the students were female,
which raises perhaps the most intriguing
question in the Max saga: How do women
actually like this guy? After all, he’s the
same guy who recounted on Saturday a
story including the words, “the next thing
I knew, I was neck-deep in this awful wildebeest.”
And yet, women — especially women in
college — are some of Max’s biggest fans.
According to Max, “40 percent of my fans
are women.”
“I’ve done some s--t I shouldn’t haven’t
done,” Max admits. “I mean, I had a friend
hide in the closet and film me having anal
sex. It turned out to be pretty funny, but
it’s not something I’d recommend anyone
do.” Aside from that minor concession,
Max firmly defends everything he’s written
as both entertaining and honest.
Tufts, like most college campuses, is
home to many Tucker Max fans.
“I’ve wasted a lot of time [on TuckerMax.

com] that I’ll never get back,” said junior
Charlie Bonello, who discovered the Web
site during a summer internship. He
promptly bought “I Hope They Serve Beer
in Hell” upon its release.
“He’s hilarious,” Bonello said. “He’s really funny because he does things that a lot
of people hope to do.”
Freshman Julie Gomstym owns the
book and attended the signing.
“He’s a very good writer. He really puts
you in the situation, and you can see
what’s going on in his head,” Gomstym
said.
Gomstym is not bothered by Max’s
misogyny.
“Well obviously he’s very degrading
towards women, but like he says, he’s a
self-proclaimed asshole. All these women
willfully sleep with him,” said Gomstym,
who nonetheless admitted that “a couple
of my female friends don’t find his stories
that entertaining.”
Freshman William “Fax” Herbert knows
Max personally. During his senior year in
high school, Herbert asked Max to speak
at his graduation.
Max agreed, but when parents and
the school predictably refused, Max sent
remarks for Herbert to read in his stead.
The two have remained in contact, and
Herbert aids Max in designing new Web
sites.
“He has a short temper with people he
doesn’t know, but he’s actually a pretty
regular guy,” Herbert said. “I mean, he’s
living the dream.”
“The dream” doesn’t seem like it will be
ending any time in the near future. Max
regularly leaves the book signings on his
tour to go to after-parties with college
students, often boasting of the ensuing
groupie conquests on his Web site.
Max said that he has another book
planned for the fall of 2007 and projects in
the works in both film and television.

The language barrier:
to cross or not to cross?
BY JULIA

TEBOR

Senior Staff Writer

While studying abroad is usually thought of as one of the most
exciting times in a student’s college career, the experience can
vary greatly with the differences
in programs, friends, host families and the native culture.
According to many students,
one of the most important aspects
of any study abroad experience is
the ability to interact and integrate with the host culture.
Though many students like
the comfort of traveling to an
English-speaking country, still
others are excited by the prospect of becoming fluent in a new
language and learning about a
new culture.
According to sophomore Alison
Manchester, she plans to travel to
Seville, Spain in order to increase
her fluency in Spanish. “I really
want to increase my ability in
Spanish. It is my main reason for
going abroad,” Manchester said. “I
talked to a lot of friends who have
been to Spain and they all have
had really positive experiences
with their host families, and their
Spanish has improved as well.”
Senior Scott Kniaz agreed,
adding that his host family and
improvement in his Spanish
played the most important roles
in his study-abroad experience.
Kniaz said that his ability to
speak Spanish fluently greatly
improved through living with a
family in Seville.

“I feel like through living with a
family, I got to see so much more
of the culture,” Kniaz said. “I could
watch television with them, see
their reactions to shows, and see
how they felt politically.”
“At meals we had all types of
conversations on different topics, like abortion, gay rights or
Chinese people. I even got invited one time to my host mom’s
nephew’s baptism. We went to a
tiny city in the southwest of Spain
with a population of about 500
people — there was tons of paella
and a huge celebration.”
But for other students, the fact
that the language is unknown can
be a reason for studying abroad
in a particular country.
“I wanted to go to Europe,”
said junior Ash Gupta, who
spent the fall studying abroad in
Prague. “But I didn’t want to go
to a commercial place in Western
Europe where everyone goes.”
Instead, Gupta decided to
travel to the Czech Republic
without knowing any of the
Czech language before his arrival. “In Prague, we lived in the city
center, where a lot of people do
speak English, but outside the
city, most people don’t speak
English at all,” he said. “We got
around fine because we had to
do a crash course in Czech when
we got there.”
“By the end of the semester
we got to talk to people in broken
Czech because we knew more
of the language,” he added. For
other students, though, living in

As far as jobs go, “leader of the free
world” is presumably way up there
on the stress-o-meter: A little bit of
anxiety is to be expected when you’re
living at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.
But according to a new study by Duke
University researchers that used biographical and secondary sources to
retroactively assess the mental health
of previous U.S. presidents, a little bit
of anxiety was the least of some presidents’ mental health issues. In this
installment of “By the Numbers,” the
Daily explores the results of the study,
which were published in the Journal
of Nervous and Mental Disease. (Its
ultimate conclusion? “Mental illness
in heads of state is a topic deserving
further attention.”)
0 Previous systematic reviews of the
mental health of U.S. presidents
37 U.S. presidents included in the
study
1776-1974 Years spanned by the
study
18 Presidents who “met criteria suggesting psychiatric disorder” (49%)
14 Presidents who suffered from one
psychiatric disorder
4 Presidents who suffered from twoplus psychiatric disorders

24% Portion of those presidents who
suffered from depression
8% Portion who suffered from anxiety
8% Portion who suffered from bipolar disorder
8% Portion who suffered from alcohol abuse or dependence
10 Cases in which “a disorder was evident during presidential office” (John
Adams, Pierce, Lincoln, Theodore
Roosevelt, Taft, Wilson, Coolidge,
Hoover, Johnson and Nixon)
9 Number of those cases in which
evidence suggested that the mental disorder’s symptoms “interfered
with [the president’s] effectiveness
or performance” (The exception?
Roosevelt)
6 Consecutive presidents between
1908 and 1928 who met “criteria for
psychiatric disorders”

VANESSA WHITE/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore Radha Patel, who will be studying abroad next year in
Oxford University, looks at an Oxford catalog in the study-abroad
library.
an English-speaking country has
the benefits of allowing them to
integrate more deeply into the
country’s culture.
According to Sheila Bayne,
Director of Tufts Programs

Abroad, the most important
thing for any student to remember when traveling to an English
speaking country is that although
see STUDY ABROAD, page 4

25th Constitutional Amendment that
“stipulates that the Vice President
become Acting President whenever
the President notifies the Senate and
the House of Representatives that he
is unable to serve” (for example, in
cases where the President is mentally ill)
1967 Year in which the amendment
was ratified
0 Times the amendment has been
put to use
The information cited above comes
from Volume 194(1) of the Journal of
Nervous and Mental Disease.
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Language impacts
abroad experience

Students to attend awards ceremony in Los Angeles

STUDY ABROAD

Norris said.
Norris was the first to tell OsterSachs about the award.
“Honestly, I was stunned,” OsterSachs said. “Most of the winners are
from schools with large film programs,
like NYU or UCLA.”
All four of the student documentaries from Oster-Sachs’ fall class were
entered in this contest.
“We just sent them in... not really
with high expectations,” Oster-Sachs
said.
This was the first time that Tufts students had submitted their work for the
College Television Award.
Martin and Norris will fly to Los
Angeles to attend the black-tie College
Emmy Awards ceremony on Sunday,
Mar. 19.
According to the academy’s Web site,
the event is usually “attended by more
than 400 industry people, including
Academy members and governors, students, academics and the press.” Past
participants include James Earl Jones,
Tim Allen, and Roger Ebert.
The Academy pays for one producer
and one guest to attend. The pair will
accept a $500 prize on behalf of the
team and will attend the film festival
at the Goldenson Theatre in North
Hollywood the following day.
“They have a chance to showcase
their work to an audience of Hollywood
bigwigs, it’s possible that our students
could get discovered,” Oster-Sachs
said, “And I don’t think I’m stretching...
to say that.”
At the screening, a montage version
of the students’ film will be shown.
According to a Tufts press release
yesterday, “this year, the Academy
received more than 450 submissions
from 39 universities across the US.
‘From the Fryer to the Freeway’ was
selected as a winner in the documentary category that received over 100
entries.”
The documentary shows Hampshire

continued from page 3

the language is the same, the mentality and
thinking of the native people is different.
“When you go to Australia or the United
Kingdom, there are just as many cultural differences,” Bayne said. “When the language is
similar you don’t see the difference as much,
but because they use the same words does not
mean that they mean the same thing by these
words. We try to tell students up front, British
people are going to use words that sound the
same, but do not mean the same thing.”
For some students, however, traveling to an
English-speaking country and living with other
Americans can take away from the cultural
experience. Senior Julie Rappaport who traveled to London, said that living in a dorm setting made it slightly harder to meet the native
people and learn about the native culture.
“When there are classes with all Americans,
there is no connection to British people. It’s
also extremely hard to approach people when
you go out with so many Americans. British
people were not excited to get to know us,”
Rappaport said.
Although Rappaport had a hard time meeting British citizens, during the second part of
her program she had the chance to immerse
herself in the culture through her job. “I
definitely think that because of my work situation, I got to know many British people well,”
she said. “I made a point of hanging out with
people outside of the office. Everyone at my
work was incredibly nice to me and patient
when cultural barriers came up and I didn’t
understand something.”
“There were only a few moments when I
felt really out of place,” she added. “For example, because the British drink much more than
Americans, on Fridays they would all be drinking bottles of wine in the workplace.”
According to Bayne, while there is always
something different and exciting to learn in
any new culture, it is more rewarding for students to travel to a country where they can
learn to speak a different language.
“It is best to learn a foreign language and to
use that foreign language in a foreign country,”
Bayne said.

EMMY
Continued from page 1

College senior Joey Carey, Brookline’s
3rd Annual AltWheels Alternative
Transportation Festival participant
Warren Wein, and Tufts freshman
Alexandra McGourty using alternative
methods to fuel their vehicles.
Carey acquired a kit from Greasecar
Vegetable Fuel Systems that allowed
him to modify his car’s engine to run
on filtered vegetable oil as well as
gasoline.
McGourty learned to collect oil, filter it, and use it as fuel in the diesel
engine of a 1983 Mercedes for her high
school science fair project. The documentary shows her collecting used oil
from McDonald’s fryers.
Norris said that at the AltWheels
Festival, Wein showed off his car engine
that was converted to run on oil collected from Chinese restaurants. Like
McGourty, Wein filters the oil at home.
“We liked the juxtaposition of the
characters,” Norris said, “as well as the
difference in their personalities.”
“I think that’s why the film worked...
we were able to reach a wide audience.”
Norris said that the team found
McGourty by searching through students’ interests on Facebook, and they
found Carey through a friend.
The documentary also included the
conflicting opinions of two experts,
Professor Bruce Everett from the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
and Professor Michael Klare from
Hampshire College.
According to Norris, Everett, an economist who teaches a course entitled
“Petroleum in the Global Economy,”
argued against the viability of waste
vegetable oil as an energy resource.
He feels that it is “neither feasible
nor desirable for the US to become
energy independent,” Norris said.
Klare is the author of “Blood and
Oil: The Dangers and Consequences
of America’s Growing Dependency on
Imported Petroleum.”
Klare thinks that energy independence would be beneficial for the

United States because it will decrease
economic dependence on the Middle
East.
Oster-Sachs thought that this academic debate gave the documentary a
competitive edge.
“A good film has to have some kind
of an edge,” she said.
Oster-Sachs said that this documentary was different from the films typically selected for college Emmys, as it
was an analytical work without emotionally charged plot.
“I was impressed that the academy
chose a film that was really a social
action kind of film,” she said.
“From the Fryer to the Freeway,” may
also be screened at the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) regional office
in Boston in the coming weeks.
After the award was announced,
senior Chelsea Bardot, an intern
under Tom D’Avanzo at the EPA, told
D’Avanzo about the documentary, who
subsequently viewed it and decided to
try to screen it at his office.
Bardot guessed that the screening
would take place in April, and would
be “aimed towards the [almost 700]
employees there.”
“It’s pretty exciting that already it’s
generating a buzz,” Oster-Sachs said.
“I’m so proud of them.”
As a former television producer,
Oster-Sachs emphasized how happy
she is to see a liberal arts institution
support media literacy and film production.
Julie Dobrow, Program Director of
Communications and Media Studies,
was likewise impressed by the project
and said that it “reflects the quality”
of Tufts students that they were able
to compete so seriously with students
from large film schools.
The only other award a film from
Oster-Sachs’ class has won was the
privilege of being screened at the
Brandeis New England Film Festival
in the fall of ‘04. That film was a documentary on pollution in the Mystic
River.
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THEATER REVIEW

Come celebrate ‘Fifth of July’ in Balch Arena
BY SARAH

BUTRYMOWICZ

Daily Staff Writer

Everyone knows the classic symbol for theater: Two separate masks, one weeping and
one laughing. In their refusal to meld into

A treatise against sex by
the numbers

Fifth of July

O

kay, ready? Think fast. In what

Directed by Don Weingust
February 23 to 25 at 8:00 p.m.
February 25 at 2:00 p.m.
At the Balch Arena Theater
Tickets are $1 on February 23, $7 for all
other performances.

ways are numbers related to
sex? You have five seconds. Got

any thoughts? Well, if you do, you’re sharper
than I am. Maybe it’s just me and my hatred
of all things mathematical and my love of
(almost) all things sexual, but I don’t see
where anyone gets off mixing numbers and
sex.
MARA GITTLEMAN/TUFTS DAILY

With the exception of the jump from zero
to one sexual partner — a leap from nothing
to something — I don’t understand why we
count. Once you decide that you’re going to
have more than one partner in your lifetime,
why do the numbers matter?
This came up in an interesting conversation I had this past winter break. I was up at
Tremblant in Canada, and after skiing each
day, my brother (my only company on the
trip) and I would go out, have dinner, get a
few drinks and usually get to talking. Now I
know what you’re thinking: “Ew, this is your
brother!” But after a nice beer buzz set in at
the mountain’s microbrewery while watching the singles scene unfold at the bar, the
topic of numbers came up.
I had recently read an article in a magazine where women rated how many sexual
partners they thought was normal, how
many they had had, and how many more
(or less) they wanted to have. Not surprisingly, some women had had only one or two
partners (I was disappointed that no one
who had been surveyed had had none, or
at least no one had admitted it), many had
had between five and 10, and some had
had more, a few having had MANY more.
But the surprise for me was how many
women wanted their numbers to be drastically different than they were. Some women
regretted having racked up the notches,
saying youth had gotten them carried away
and that age had made them calmer and
wiser. Some were embarrassed by their low
numbers, and really wished they had been
see FRANKLIN, page 7
Sara Franklin is a sophomore majoring in
history. She can be reached via e-mail at
sara.franklin@tufts.edu

one, they misleadingly suggest a theatrical
work must either be a comedy or a tragedy.
The Tufts Drama and Dance Department’s
newest production, Lanford Wilson’s “Fifth of
July,” challenges and ultimately disproves the
notion that a play cannot make its audience
both laugh uproariously and feel great sorrow
within a two hour time block.
“Fifth of July” takes eight characters with
varying ties — some blood, some friendship
and some they would rather sever — and

From left to right: Actor Brendan Shea waxes philosophical to lounging Kasey Collins, Jeff
Beers and Aristotle Kousakis.

see FIFTH, page 7

MOVIE REVIEW

Disney’s animal flick hits in all the right places
BY

COURTNEY KLINE

Contributing Writer

Will seeing Shadow limp into sight in
“Homeward Bound” (1993) or witnessing Lassie rescue Gramps and Timmy

Eight Below
Starring Paul Walker, Bruce
Greenwood
Directed by Frank Marshall

from a burning building ever get old? Will
the human spirit ever go unmoved while
observing eight of our most loyal friends
struggle for survival in the new Disney creation “Eight Below”? Most likely the answer
is “no.”
This factor, and this factor only, is the
foundation for this predictable and initially flat adventure story directed by Frank
Marshall, the man who produced recent
thrillers like “The Bourne Supremacy” (2004)
and the feel-good animal flick “Seabiscuit”
(2003).
The movie is more reminiscent of the documentary “March of the Penguins” (2005)
than fictitious tales like “Lassie” or “Snow
Dogs” (2002). In fact, for most of the film, the
restless human characters and their active
canine counterparts are at opposite points
of the globe (the film contrasts a mild and

WALT DISNEY PICTURES

“Boy, I sure wish I was stranded with someone who had opposable thumbs.”
serene Oregon with a severe Antarctic winter), adding a touch of Discovery Channel to
this predictable Disney tale.
The film commences with a knowledgeable, young and oh-so-tan expedition leader named Jerry Shepard (played by Paul
Walker) at play with eight of his team’s most
impressive members -- sled dogs.

Shepherd and his team prepare to guide
the ambitious geologist Davis McClaren
(Bruce Greenwood, of “Capote” [2005]) into
one of the world’s most far-reaching mountains. The audience learns that, along with
a crew of three others, Shepard is vital in
see EIGHT, page 7

BOOK REVIEW

Goldberg makes influenza fun again, but soda empire subplot falls flat
BY

MELISSA LEE

Daily Staff Writer

Toss aside that history textbook:
It’s time to actually enjoy reading about the Spanish influenza

Wickett’s Remedy
by Myla Goldberg
Doubleday Books

epidemic of 1918. Author Myla
Goldberg creates a captivating medical history tale with her sophomore
effort, “Wickett’s Remedy.”
Her first book, bestseller “Bee
Season” (2001), a novel about a modern family whose daughter is a spelling bee champion, was released as a
major motion picture in late 2005.

“Remedy” explores a completely
different genre, time period and
style, but Goldberg still keeps up her
deep emotional development of the
main characters.
This work of historical fiction
is seen through the eyes of Lydia
Wickett, a likeable girl from early
20th century South Boston. Her husband Henry quits medical school
to create a cure-all medicine called
Wickett’s Remedy. Soon, Lydia’s
whole world crumbles when the
Spanish influenza epidemic strikes.
After watching countless loved
ones fall victim to the horrible disease, Lydia finds herself working
in an experimental ward that uses
human subjects to study the epidemic.
Goldberg intersperses this narrative with random people’s conversa-

tions about current events, actual
articles taken from period newspapers, and most significantly, glimpses into Quentin Driscoll’s life and
his QD Soda empire. Driscoll steals
the formula for Wickett’s Remedy
and creates a soft drink called QD
Soda, which becomes a huge hit for
decades to come.
Goldberg’s unique additions to
the main storyline add depth and
authenticity to Lydia’s narrative. In
the beginning, the stark contrast
between the beginnings of Wickett’s
Remedy and the modern-day QD
Soda empire is very interesting to
see. The margins contain colorful
commentary on Lydia’s narrative
from various characters; this commentary explores other characters’ thoughts and corrects Lydia’s
perception supplies a fascinating

touch.
Somewhat confusingly, the book’s
conversations include only the dialogue and no quotation marks or
identification of speakers. While this
style makes the banter more natural
to read, these sections also become
very confusing when one tries to
sort out who is talking or what the
relevance is to the main narrative.
By the end of the novel, the
reader realizes the QD Soda storyline was probably unnecessary.
One becomes frustrated reading all
seven pages of the cloyingly cheery
QD Soda Factory tour script while
Lydia is preparing to leave her family for the dangerous experimental
influenza study on Gallups Island.
The modern-day soda empire is
a remarkable contrast to the 1920s
storyline, and Goldberg does not

even try to bridge the gap between
the two. The reader never sees the
actual evolution of Wickett’s Remedy
into a soft drink conglomerate, so
the QD Soda storyline is jarringly
out of place.
Even Wickett’s Remedy itself is
largely unnecessary for any of the
storylines. The Remedy plays no real
importance in the influenza or QD
Soda narratives, except for the small
fact that Henry’s syrup is the thin
thread connecting the two plots.
Lydia’s narrative (the main storyline) is composed of two drastically
different situations strung together
by a weak transition. The start of
the novel details Lydia’s lower-class
life before she meets the well-to-do
Henry, and continues on to discuss
see WICKETT’S, page 7
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‘July’ a moving tribute to ’70s

Loyal pups pull at heartstrings in ‘Eight Below’

FIFTH

EIGHT

continued from page 5

throws them together for a tumultuous 21-hour time period. Brought
together for a funeral of sorts,
everyone reunites in the home of
Ken Talley (played by freshman Jeff
Beers), a Vietnam veteran who has
been left with fiberglass legs as a
result of his time served.
Although Talley is the only one
who went to Vietnam, the rest of
the characters were profoundly
influenced by the war — so much
so that ten years later they are still
coping with its impact. In the brief
time they spend together, emotions
that have been brooding for years
surface, leading to shouting, tension, tears and some of the most
honest moments these people may
ever have in their lives.
With only eight characters, all
of whom are on stage for a good
portion of the show, “Fifth of July”
is a true ensemble piece. If the old
saying that you really are only as
good as your weakest link is true,
then this cast is fortunate to have
no places where their chain could
be broken.
Although faced with deep, complex characters that have experienced much more than the average
college thespian, each cast member
rises to the occasion to develop and
present a whole, multilayered person.
Jeff Beers convincingly captures
the character of the handicapped
Ken Talley. Junior Kasey Collins,
in the role of Gwen Landis, shows
great depth as she moves realistically between jokes and laughter to
breakdowns. Sophomore Madeline
Schussel excels at creating a lovable, if slightly crazy, Shirley Talley,
and junior Brendan Shea is absolutely hysterical as the supposedly
well-read but actually drugged-out
Weston Hurley. Without the effective completion of these deep

characters, the play would lack the
intensity that it needs to successfully be translated from page to
production. Indeed, all eight actors
convincingly and entertainingly
inhabit their multifaceted roles.
The acting is not the only noteworthy aspect of the show. The
smartly designed set does an
impressive 180-degree turn during
intermission. Attention is paid to
every detail, right down to the plant
in the corner or that last pile of clutter.
The costumes also reflect the
show’s ubiquitous attention to
detail. All of the outfits, even the
shoes, are in keeping with the seventies time period. This accuracy
helps to transport the audience
30 years back in time and create a
whole distinct world on stage.
Of course, a magnificent cast and
immaculate technical aspects are
nothing without a script. “Fifth of
July” is clearly written by a talented playwright. It is realistic yet still
poignant; it never forces humor or
drama on the audience, but instead
allows those moments to happen in
a natural fashion.
At some places the story slows
to the point where it may lose the
attention of some people in the
audience. What ensues when the
plot picks back up is a fair tradeoff for these few thumb-twiddling
moments.
The humor, the drama and even
the unhurried parts lend themselves
to the play, reflecting real life in a
condensed time period. The cast
and crew embrace this reflection
and use it to its full advantage to create a work that will make you laugh,
sigh and really think about what
happens after a big event winds
down. The two masks of theater
merge almost seamlessly into one
to leave the audience impressed
with what happened on the fifth of
July.

Beyond ‘Wickett’s Remedy’
WICKETT’S
continued from page 5

how she meets him. This section
makes the story seem to be about
Lydia’s climb up the social ladder and about her altered life with
Henry after the creation of Wickett’s
Remedy.
Then, suddenly, the Spanish influenza strikes and Wickett’s Remedy
almost completely disappears from
the story. Goldberg devotes the bulk
of the rest of the book to Lydia’s
work as a nurse battling the epidemic and, simultaneously, her guilt
and grief. This part of the narrative
is so compelling and powerful that
by the end the reader almost forgets
about Wickett’s Remedy and Lydia’s
life before the flu epidemic.
Goldberg includes two very
potent storylines for Lydia, but she

shouldn’t have used both. She needed to either discard one plot or split
the stories into two separate novels.
As in “Bee Season,” Goldberg does
an excellent job of painting lush,
multifaceted portraits of all of her
characters, especially Lydia. By the
end of the novel, the reader knows
her complete character as well as
her deepest, most complex emotions. At times, the reader can even
empathize with her. All of Goldberg’s
characters are as believable as real
people. Even if Goldberg’s plots are a
little ridiculous, her character exploration is definitely her strongest talent as a writer.
If one can get past the frivolous,
over-the-top details, “Wickett’s
Remedy” proves to be an enthralling read. That said, it probably won’t
be made into a movie.

continued from page 5

running one of the world’s remote
Antarctic stations on this continental hinterland. Jason Biggs
and Moon Bloodgood help him
to complete this task, playing
Shepard’s goofy tomfool of a friend
and his lost love, respectively.
As the story develops, an
extremely foreseeable storm
interferes with the scientist’s plans
of finding a rare meteor on the
storm-ridden mountain. After two
brushes with death and countless
mishaps, McClaren and Shepard
— along with their trusty crew —
arrive back at their station frostbitten, injured and on the verge
of exhaustion. In order to care for
their wounds they are forced to
evacuate to one of the few hospitals on the continent -- without
their dogs, who are chained and
for whom they promise to return
for in a couple of hours.
When the storm proves even
more sizable than they had first
believed and their window for rescuing the dogs is firmly shut, they
are forced to return to the United
States without them, knowing
that their actions will soon cause
the death of eight of their most
staunch friends.
Although the movie is (perhaps
hyperbolically) tag-lined as being
“the most amazing story of survival, friendship, and adventure
ever told,” the “friendship” the film

speaks of has less to do with a
human-to-canine bond as it does
with the friendship between the
dogs.
The sled dogs are gracious
and righteous all 155 days of
their struggle, showing a deep
understanding and affinity for
each other. When one hound is
crippled, they do not leave his
side until he eventually freezes to
death. The dogs devise nothing
less than brilliant ploys to catch
their fill of birds, showing that they
have more acting abilities in their
paws than Paul Walker has in his
entire parka-clad body.
This said, don’t expect to avoid
breaking down a few times during
a movie that at first glance seems
to include only trite drama and
a picture-perfect happy ending.
Even though it is clear that the film
would have to end with at least a
majority of the dogs surviving, this
does not stop the leaking of a few
dozen tears in sympathy for the
lost dogs.
As with many Disney movies, the human acting leaves
the audience yearning for more
animal screen time, as the days
the dogs are left to their own
devices stretch into weeks and
months. Consequently, the budding love story between Walker
and Bloodgood is an unwelcome
diversion, and Biggs’ slapstick
humor couldn’t get any sadder.
The movie shows how hard it

is to live with decisions that you
are helpless to change, especially
when time is your enemy. It very
subtly suggests that in order to
live with your past decisions, you
must do that which “puts your
heart at rest.”
It is also inconspicuous in its
mockery of the improvement of
science at the cost of lives. The
editing cleverly contrasts a brief
episode of the dogs starving with a
scene in which the “famed” meteorite is met with applause to an
unsuspecting academic audience.
Fortunately, although the
themes of the movie evoke major
heart-tugging, there is always a
good amount of appealing cinematography to focus on, including images of the tepid Pacific
coast and the snowy expanse of
Antarctica. The storyline, too, is
captivating and never really drags,
although the movie doesn’t vary
from its portrayal of dogs, then
people, then dogs, until they meet
again at the end.
Regardless of the acting flops
and humans’ lack of ingenuity,
there is something that shines in
all Disney movies which is indeed
present here. Maybe the filmmakers succeed at portraying life as we
wish it to be, maybe we just like to
stare at loveable huskies for two
hours. Either way, even the most
skeptical viewer will be captivated
by this surprisingly entertaining
film.

Arithmetic and sex don’t add up for Franklin
FRANKLIN
continued from page 5

around the block a few more
times. Very few were accepting of
their sexual history.
So my brother and I got to
chatting about this matter of
numbers after sizing up some of
the people milling around the
bar. I told him about the statistics I had read, and he quickly
volunteered that he didn’t think
a woman should sleep with more
than five to seven men before
settling down. I have to admit,
I was rather taken aback. Now
sure, I’ve heard the buzz about
guys being more attracted to less
experienced partners, but I didn’t
think they took it so seriously.
First of all, doesn’t it depend a
bit on the age at which a person begins having sex and when
(and if) they marry? And serial
daters, those who are constantly
meeting new people, are probably likely to have more partners
than people who only go through
a couple of serious relationships
before settling down. How about
those who are voluntarily (or
involuntarily) celibate for a long
stretch of time? There were so
many factors to bring up that I

began talking myself into a tizzy.
And then I couldn’t help but start
wondering about myself.
The first person I slept with
was the only person I slept with
for my first two sexually active
years. And then, when we broke
up, there were a few more. Now,
I do mean a few, only a few. But I
started thinking, if I keep going at
the rate I’ve been going, and let’s
just say I go through two or three
more serious relationships, hypothetically marry at 30, my numbers are going to be, well, way
above the five-to-seven range.
Now I’m not saying this is good
or bad, normal or abnormal. But
it’s me, and it’s my history, and
I’m very comfortable with it. But
what if someone that I want to
be with isn’t? Why should the
numbers matter? Shouldn’t they
care far more about the substantive feelings, or lack thereof, that
accompanied the sex? Shouldn’t
they be able to appreciate me
more for who I am than for my
tally total? What is this obsession that we have with numbers?
Maybe it’s just me, but I don’t
see how adjectives like passionate, carnal, spontaneous, loving,
kinky and irresistible can all be

lumped together under a mathematical figure. All sex isn’t equal,
and yet each partner with whom
you engage in sex gets the same
count. And furthermore, whoever
thought that sex, such a physical
act that ranges with any given
partner or partners in speed,
length, quality, angle, depth and
acceleration, should all be counted in units of one?
Maybe I should start hiding my
numbers, just so that no one has
the chance to judge me one way
or another on them. Or maybe
I should weigh them, subtracting those that mean little to me
in my mind and multiply those
that carried real substance for
me. Or maybe we all need to be
just a little more accepting of the
numbers — we all have our reasons, we all have our emotions,
and many of those factors change
over time, adjusting the pace at
which the numbers grow.
So unless you really want to
hear the lowdown on what each
number represents for your
potential partner, I say let sleeping dogs lie. As long as those past
partners were safe and consensual, let’s face it: Numbers and sex
just don’t mix.
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EDITORIAL | LETTERS

Have no fear — all right, have a
little. Education for Public Inquiry and
International Citizenship (EPIIC), the
Institute for Global Leadership’s signature program, presents its annual symposium beginning tomorrow night.
Always compelling, but rarely terrifying, EPIIC’s theme this year is “The
Politics of Fear,” a topic of such convenient timeliness that it’s a wonder the
IGL staff chose it last spring and not
yesterday.
Running through the entire symposium is a question that finds echoes in
every corner of modern life: What role
should fear play in politics?
On the EPIIC website, the program’s
overview asks, “Has any country gone
untouched by the politics of fear?” In
today’s world, where we’ve plenty to be
afraid of, it’s not easy to answer yes.
Living in the Tufts bubble, it’s sometimes difficult to truly comprehend
from within the horror and instability
of the outside world.
Programs like EPIIC bring to Tufts a
much-needed dose of reality, however
unsettling that reality may be. Public
inquiry is an essential component of
education. This symposium is a can’tmiss event.
While this year’s theme is obviously relevant, “The Politics of Fear” is

unique in that it challenges our conception of fear. We’re asked whether
we have our fear priorities straight and
forced to confront today’s dominant
worries from diverse and often contradictory perspectives, but EPIIC’s aim is
not pedantic — “The Politics of Fear”
requires our participation in its scholarly inquiry.
EPIIC doesn’t shy away from bringing former torturers, torture victims,
dissidents, bureaucrats, journalists,
lawyers and military officials onto the
same stage, asking them hard questions
and expecting compelling answers.
The Tufts community can only
benefit from EPIIC’s audacity and,
appropriately, total lack of intellectual fear.
The various panels of this year’s
symposium cover a broad range of
issues related to the politics of fear, all
of which can be found every day in the
headlines of major papers.
The recent controversy over the Bush
administration’s wiretapping program
couldn’t be more apropos for “Fault
Lines: The Tension between Security
and Civil Liberties,” featuring a host of
international legal specialists.
Similarly, the debate over American
treatment of prisoners in Guantanamo
Bay and elsewhere sets the stage for

“The Necessity of Torture? Ethics and
Utility,” a topic so divisive that the
argument has even extended to the
Daily’s Viewpoints section.
Of course, EPIIC always looks for the
international perspective, and most of
the panels require us to think of ourselves not merely as Americans, but
citizens of the world.
Anti-Americanism, terrorism, pandemics, proliferation, climate change,
genocide; no topic related to the politics of fear is too foreign, too complex or too horrifying to escape EPIIC’s
examination.
One of the goals of Tufts, according to the University’s Web site, is to
“cultivate in our students an understanding of the citizens and cultures
of the world...[and] contribute to global intellectual capital, harmony, and
well-being.” Without a doubt, EPIIC
contributes profoundly to these ends.
The Tufts community is fortunate to
have such a sophisticated and worldly
program on campus. EPIIC may not
have all the answers, but it’s willing to
ask the tough questions to the people
who might.
Make every attempt to attend “The
Politics of Fear” this week. You’ll face
many fears, but you’ll be better off for
it.
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OFF THE HILL EDITORIAL | CAL STATE FULLERTON

Wal-Mart: the next banking powerhouse?
DAILY TITAN
After conquering the retail market, WalMart is setting its sights on becoming a
banking powerhouse.
The retail giant, known for its carnivorous business practices, is waiting on a
reply from the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. on its application to form an industrial bank.
The bank would be used to process
debit and credit purchases, which the
company says could save it billions of dollars.
If Wal-Mart obtains the permit, the
activity of its bank will be limited to the
functions of an industrial bank: mainly
processing credit and debit transactions.
But after three years, the company
will not be forced to report its actions to
the FDIC, which would in effect grant it

the autonomy to enter the private banking arena and open consumer banking
branches.
Critics worry that Wal-Mart could do
the same thing to the banking industry
that it has done in retail: put smaller community banks out of business.
Critics have a foundation for their mistrust of Wal-Mart’s foray into banking.
Fifteen years ago, the company claimed
that it had no interest in entering the grocery business, but is now a dominant force
in it.
In maintaining its philosophy of shaving expenses to pass on savings to the
consumer, could Wal-Mart run a bank
in the same fashion that it runs a retail
chain?
The shopping experience at Wal-Mart
is terrible compared to that at competing
retail discounters like Target or K-Mart.
Most stores are filled with messy aisles

and unhelpful employees, and are teeming with hordes of shoppers ravenous for
discounted junk.
Not to mention the traffic in the parking lot: You can’t drive more than five feet
without stopping for someone rushing
through the lot with a cart overloaded with
bargain-bin toilet paper, discount t-shirts
and cases of Tab.
The experience leaves one with a general sense of disorder and disarray.
Sure, the prices are lower, but they come
at the expense of frayed nerves. It’s doubtful that consumers will put up with the
same irritations in a bank that they will in
a retail store.
Maybe the superstore will be able to use
its smiley-faced mascot to slash its interest rates even lower, or offer a checking
account that’s cheaper by a few pennies,
but it’s doubtful that consumers will find
the savings worth the hassle.
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The changing conception of gender roles
BY

BENJAMIN BELL | SPARE ME

MACKENZIE RAWCLIFFE

In February at Tufts, the Right and the
Left bring out their claws and strut their
stuff on one of the most personal and
yet political issues of modern college
life: relationships. February is the month
of Valentine’s Day, Vulvapalooza, Sex on
the Hill, the Vagina Monologues and the
inevitable self-righteous reprimand from
the Republicans and the Primary Source.
This February has been no different, and,
as always, I have felt that in the public
debate over gender roles, rights, and
relationships, any sense of reality has
been completely forgotten.
So this year I’m making my Valentine’s
Day views known, in the hopes of representing the students in middle who do
not see a gender battle on the horizon,
but have no desire to go back in time
either.
In the most recent issue of the Primary
Source, the letter from the Editor
addressed the issue of gender roles in
relationships, specifically with respect
to raising children. It also mentioned
how the feminist movement has taught
men that their natural characteristics are
chauvinistic, and that “housewife” is a
dirty word.
I think this analysis of feminism and

Clarifications,
radicals, etc..

“

— Jon Wisniewski

CORBIS

OFF THE HILL VIEWPOINT | YALE

Global conflict, here we coooooome
CARL WILLIOTT

If you haven’t noticed, there’s a whole
lot going down on the international scene
— I’m talking Chloe Sevigny on Vincent
Gallo in “The Brown Bunny” levels. (Or
perhaps you prefer “Monica Lewinsky on
Bill Clinton.”)
Many of us don’t understand the implications of a Hamas victory in Palestine,
yet we understand the consequences of
Marissa Cooper answering her sister’s cell
phone when Johnny the Surfer calls it on
“The O.C.”
But maybe if we pretend the characters
in “The O.C.” are actually countries, then
we’ll understand what’s going on in the
world.
Welcome to the I.R., bitch. This is how
it’s done in International Relations:
The part of Ryan Atwood would be
America. The USA is new to the scene,
really a touching rags-to-riches story. He’s
the main character, so the decisions he
makes are central to the show. He quickly
became a source of power, making him a
polarizing figure with the other characters. He may be rich now, but he hasn’t lost
his street cred — don’t piss off America,
because he’ll fight you quicker than a
drunk, hair-gelled Q-packer at Toad’s to
prove it. He has a history with France, Iraq
and Israel, but we’ll meet them later. First
we have to meet his mentor, Sandy, a.k.a
Great Britain.
Great Britain is wise, he has been around
the block. Consequently, he decided to
take USA under his wing, even though
most of the other parents hate America.
Sometimes USA drags him into trouble,
but only because Britain is loyal like a
dog. He’s not like the other parents who
think pontification solves everything; he
leads by doing. Britain enjoys English ale,
but sometimes he’ll get a taste of an Irish
car bomb.
Seth Cohen is Israel, the Jewish son of
Great Britain. America is his best friend
and bodyguard, which gets America into
lots of trouble because Israel isn’t very
popular at school. Sometimes America
thinks if he were to drop Israel as a friend,
many of America’s I.R. problems would be

of ending insensitivity

for hearing what they like to hear.”

Mackenzie Rawcliffe is a junior majoring
in international relations.

Yale Daily News

freedom in the name

don’t stand for freedom at all. They stand

see GENDER ROLES, page 10
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T

hose who stifle true

gone.
The object of America’s affection, Iraq,
is Marissa Cooper. For a while, Iraq was
stable, at least on the surface. But once she
was penetrated by America, everything
exploded. Now Iraq is a complete whack
job, making everyone and everything
around her unstable. She feels that her
mom, France, didn’t do enough to protect
her. The only person who has been by her
side this whole time is America, although
he is fed up with her antics.
To make matters worse for Iraq, her
little sister, Kaitlin Cooper a.k.a. Iran, is
just plain awful. There’s no other way to
put it. It wasn’t always this way — she was
tight with America and had a nice sibling rivalry going with Iraq. Then puberty
turned her into a raging bitch ... no, a
bastard. If there were ever a girl that could
be called a bastard, it is Iran. Immediately
after puberty, she went to war with Iraq
and began hating Israel and America
because she knows if they aren’t around
she will wield much more power. Iran is
doing everything she can to mess with
Iraq, America, Britain, and Israel right
now — because she is socially backwards.
Iran should think twice before she continues down this path, though, because
in due time she will provoke the wrath of
America.
Russia (Johnny the Surfer) felt he could
give Iraq things that America couldn’t.
Unfortunately, he is a lame-ass. The guy
brings nothing to the table, so in the
battle for Iraq, he lost to America. In
fact, he’s basically America’s bitch. He
recently stirred things up by getting fresh
with Iraq’s sister, completely oblivious
that Iran is just using him as a pawn in her
devious scheme to rule The I.R.
Summer Roberts is Italy. Italy is the
beauty who is always there to help out
America and Iraq. On the surface, Italy
is very different from Israel — they have

two completely different backgrounds
and religions — but they do have some
similarities deep down, which is why they
make a good couple.
Kiesten Cohen would be Spain. Spain
was very close to Britain, America and
Israel, but she went through a rough time
— after getting bombed, she withdrew
and quit trying to help America’s relationship with Iraq. Spain has been relatively
quiet in recent episodes.
Julie Cooper (or France) used to have
it all; the Queen of the Parents. Now she
lives in a trailer, loathed by all. One thing
she hasn’t lost, though, is her arrogance.
France hates America because he screwed
up Iraq. She will do anything to regain her
clout, which includes getting closer with
people like Iran and Russia. She has also
used Spain’s recent vulnerability to get
closer to her.
Taylor Townsend is Saudi Arabia.
America and the gang are sort of forced
to be friends with Saudi Arabia, but they
haven’t forgotten how she backstabbed
them. She is probably bipolar — she’ll
blow you or blow you away, depending on
which Saudi Arabia decides to show up.
Last, but least, we have Canada, originally known as Chilly. Canada is one
of the least important characters on the
show. His main role is to be the dork
everyone laughs at.
I hope this rundown of international
relations will help to dispel the “ignorant
American” stereotype. (I knew my poli sci
major would come in handy some day.)
And if you’re wondering where my
vast “O.C.” knowledge comes from, well,
my girlfriend gave me a refresher course.
Seriously, I don’t Tivo every episode. I
don’t wish Sandy Cohen was my dad. I
don’t drink every time someone on the
show says “Newport” or every time Seth
makes a pop culture reference.
I swear.

I want to begin by first responding to
the letter submitted in response to my
column last week by Mr. Adam Pulver.
Let me remind Mr. Pulver that I write
in the Viewpoints section of this paper.
Furthermore, the column was highly
satirical. Maybe it was simply too highbrow for Mr. Pulver, which explains his
interpretation. Besides the aforementioned, let me also point out that I reside
in the United States where I am entitled
to freedom of speech. So, Mr. Pulver...
spare me.
Moving on to yet another example of an
attempted suppression of constitutional
rights: I was disgusted to hear that posters advertising a general interest meeting
for Tufts Right to Arms were ripped down
and also that a member of the group was
verbally assaulted. I did not expect much
of a response, but I was both surprised
and pleased to see the administration
issue a statement in this paper condemning the actions. Obviously these actions
were perpetrated by radicals.
Let me be clear, I am annoyed by all
radicals. I do not discriminate. Like Fox
News, I am fair and balanced. For example, I think that conservative televangelist
Pat Robertson should be sent to one of
the numerous CIA detention facilities in
Eastern Europe, tortured for a period of
four to five months and then permanently incarcerated somewhere in northern
Mongolia for the rest of his miserable
life.
But Pat Robertson has not said anything
especially obnoxious lately. However,
Mike Snyder of the Tufts Observer has. I
have read several of his columns, including “The Importance of Idealism,” and
can no longer contain my fury. It’s not
that I mean to pick on Mike, as he certainly is not the only radical on campus.
In one of his most recent columns, Mike
asks the question, “What are the factors
that make us lose idealism as we age?”
Well Mike, I’m just going to assume you
still consider yourself an “idealist,” which
means you are out of touch with reality
and have not yet recognized that you are
in fact a radical liberal. So I’m going to give
you the benefit of the doubt. For now, I
am just going to answer your question. In
order to do this, let me share some history
regarding my own transition from idealsee BELL page 10

Do you think Ben is a terrible person/
writer? Are you disgusted by his arrogance?
Would you like to silence him? If so, he can
be reached at benjamin. bell@tufts.edu

VIEWPOINTS POLICY The Viewpoints section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Viewpoints welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles on campus, national, and international issues can be roughly 700 to 1000 words in length.
Editorial cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by
no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material may be submitted via e-mail (viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com) or in hard-copy form at The Tufts
Daily in the basement of Curtis Hall. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Viewpoints editor. The opinions expressed in the Viewpoints section do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Tufts Daily itself.
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When it comes to relationships, set gender roles might not be the answer
GENDER ROLES
continued from page 9

gender roles in relationships is too narrow and short-sighted to encompass
the reality of what many college men
and women experience today. I consider
myself to be a feminist, but I often get the
feeling that what that means to me, and
what it means to the Primary Source are
entirely different things.
Perhaps I am not a feminist in the traditional sense of the word, as the truth is
I have never read Betty Friedan or Gloria
Steinem. However, if I am not a “feminist” as the Source so strictly defines it,
then I think the meaning of feminism is
necessarily changing.
To me, feminism is defending the
economic, social, or political right of a
woman to have the opportunity to be
whatever “woman” she wants to be. If
she wants to stay home and raise a family
then she should. If she does not want to
have kids, then she probably should not.
Personally, I really want to have children. I love watching home decorating
shows and I really cannot wait to try to

create as strong a family as the one I
grew up in. But I also have friends that
do not see that in their future, and I can
understand where they are coming from
as well.
The letter makes the point that feminists try to deny and change the natural
differences between the genders. I believe
that women and men are inherently different in some ways, but not as much as
each person is different from another.
What works for one person will not work
for another, and different options should
be allowed.
When anyone in a relationship, male
or female, is constrained to certain gender roles, the relationship is less than
what it could be if both people were
allowed and encouraged to emphasize
their strengths. I have thought a lot about
my relationship with my boyfriend and
how, as we grow older, we may handle
different problems. The picture I imagine is not one of us dominating and
directing the other, but rather a meeting
and matching of needs and strengths.
I think there is too strong a focus

on what characteristics “belong” to certain genders. Maybe they should just be
characteristics that happen to be common to a gender. My boyfriend thinks
being a stay-at-home dad will be fine
with him, and since he wants to be a history teacher, I will probably make more
money than him.
To the Primary Source, our relationship may seem like the perfect example
of screwed up gender roles, but that is
only on the material level. I do not think
our differing levels of ambition will hurt
our relationship. The reason we have
worked so well for the last three years is
that we both know what is really important in life, and that is not money. Of
course we want to be financially secure,
but it is not as important where the
money comes from as long as it is there
so we can both focus on raising our children and making our lives as rich and as
full as possible.
Even if I do end up “bringing home
the bacon,” I don’t think the exchange
in roles of monetary support is at all relevant to the quality of a real relationship.

I honestly do not know what I would
do without his moral and emotional
strength to depend on, and I think he
would say the same. I am well aware
that we are not a normal college couple,
because we are so comfortable talking
about our long term future, but I do not
think there are many couples that fit into
the two options that the Primary Source
puts forward.
No matter what your political persuasion, a relationship is, and should always
be, a dance of compromise and balancing that never ends because both people
are continually growing and discovering
new aspects of themselves. To say that
feminists believe all commonly feminine
qualities should be avoided in order to
help women succeed in the world, or
that all commonly male qualities should
be suppressed, is a misunderstanding of
how feminism is changing.
The issue is not who bakes the cookies
and who buys the groceries, but that it
gets done by whomever is more able to,
as both are equally important to creating
a happy and satisfied life.

To Bell, liberalism and idealism aren’t synonymous, and might be opposites
BELL
continued from page 9

ism to realism. Hopefully you
can learn something about this
process and begin your own
transition.
I realized at the age of, I don’t
know, probably about four that
people are mostly concerned
with pursuing their own selfinterest. This realization came
one Sunday afternoon when
my older brother ripped the
remote control from my hands
and changed the channel from
Power Rangers to X-Men. So, let
us recap what we should have
learned from this helpful exercise:
1. People do not lose their idealism, they simply face reality.
2. Some people just face real-

ity later in lives. Till then, they
just live in denial.

I realized at the age of,
I don’t know, probably
about four that people
are mostly concerned
with pursuing their own
self-interest.
3. A loss of idealism is not
only inevitable, but completely
necessary to functioning in this
world as a normal human being...
except at Tufts, of course.

These three components
remaining true, all hope is not
lost. Yes Mike, I actually agree
with you on an issue. We as a
civilization can and should work
toward common goals: The
eradication of AIDS, eliminating poverty and deposing brutal dictators that torture their
people (oh wait, that’s what you
were protesting last year, so lets
disregard this one).
Notice that these goals are
shared by both liberals and conservatives and are also, more
importantly, feasible. We do not
have to just strive to attain these
goals, as they are actually within
reach. However, we need real
solutions in order to solve these
problems, not idealistic rhetoric.
Associating yourself and others

protesting the war with some
sort of “ideal” in this context is
inappropriate.
Withdrawing from Iraq is not
a goal shared by conservatives
and liberals. There will always
be war, but there doesn’t always
have to be AIDS and poverty.
Are you seeing the difference?
You should not be associating
the three, because “withdrawal
from Iraq” is not a universally
accepted “ideal,” and you imply
that it is with comments like
“Boston Common should have
been packed that afternoon [for
the rally].”
Herein lies the reason that
you are a liberal radical, Mike.
You are unaware of the fact that
you add in radical liberal ideals
with “ideals” that have relatively

little political connotation and
are widely accepted. You fail to
recognize this important distinction in your column.
So Mike, please stop writing
columns that are supposedly
about “idealism,” because these
articles are not about idealism.
Your columns are about promoting your specific brand of liberal
propaganda by blanketing action
that you have taken with a word
that has a traditionally benign
meaning. In other words, you
have hijacked the word “idealism” to serve your own political
purposes. When you advocate
“idealism” you really mean radical liberal idealism.
Preview for next week: I take
on the Greek System and hazing...

Glocal Economics
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General Motors dividend
cuts are too little, too late
American auto industry in self-imposed predicament
BY MICHAEL TRACHTENBERG
Daily Staff Writer

General Motors is one of the most recognizable brand names in the United States
and a longstanding symbol of American
industry. Nevertheless, it is no secret that
GM has recently fallen on hard times.
Astronomical losses, a slipping market
share and a sinking credit rating are just
some of the problems that this once-great
corporation now faces.
Two weeks ago GM released its
most recent plan to turn itself around.
Dividends will be cut in half, to one dollar
per share, while the salaries of top executives will be reduced significantly. Rick
Wagoner, GM’s Chief Executive Officer,
received the largest of such cuts: 50 percent (or $1.1 million). Additionally, GM is
capping the amount of spending towards
employee health-care at the current level.
These changes will save the company
hundreds of millions of dollars over the
next few years. Unfortunately, this may be
too little, too late.
General Motors lost $8.6 billion last
year. A great deal of this loss was the
result of pension and health-care obligations to both current and retired employees. Additionally, relatively high capital
and labor costs cut deeply into potential
profits. At this point, both unions and
management have made concessions, but
much still needs to be done.
It is no accident that GM has found itself
in its current predicament. Years of poor
decisions are finally catching up to the
once great innovator, and there’s enough

blame to go around. Executives are at
fault for letting themselves fall behind
Japanese carmakers in terms of innovation and accepting the terms of union
demands that were grossly unfair. Union
workers over the years have also contributed to the current crisis. The outrageous
benefit packages that they demanded and
received put GM in a situation in which
it could not compete with its Japanese
rivals.
Nevertheless, the blame game is not the
primary issue. The main concern is how
the problem can be fixed. Unfortunately,
these recent cuts are not enough. The fact
that General Motors is paying any dividends is absurd. Dividends are to be paid
when a company has reached a successful
point in its lifespan, and has found that
the owners of the stock would have more
use for the money than the company.
Dividends also serve as proof of legitimate cash flow, removing any doubt by
investors that they own part of a company using illegitimate accounting methods
(see Enron). Unfortunately, it has become
obvious that GM no longer has any reason
to pay dividends. The company is no longer profitable. In fact, it is outright irresponsible for owners to take money out of
a company that is having trouble paying
off its debt. If GM was truly concerned
about its long term goals as opposed to
current stock price, it would cut all dividends.
Though many poor financing decisions
are easy to identify, doing so ignores the
most significant issue: consumers do not
like American cars, especially cars made

CORBIS

General Motors’ CEO Rick Wagoner will receive a pay cut of 50 percent according to a new
restructuring plan that also involves cutting GM’s stock dividends in half.
by General Motors.
Cost-cutting will not be enough.
Innovation is the true key to saving GM.
Since the 1970s it has been playing catchup to the Japanese. This will never be a
successful strategy. The key for General
Motors will be finding a niche in which
it can produce better cars for less money
than Japanese manufacturers. Models
that have been losing money should be
cut, and GM has refused to do that.
It is time for management at GM to
realize that GM will most likely never be
what it once was. Such is the reality of
globalization. Japanese manufactures are
better at building and marketing cars.
Downsizing GM to focus on a specific
niche may be the company’s best chance
at making a profit, or at least avoiding
bankruptcy.

EMERGING ECONOMIES

Because big changes are necessary and
current management has yet to prove
it is capable of such, it may be time to
bring in new executives from outside the
company. Wagoner, the current CEO, has
been with GM since the 1970s. It could be
time to bring in some people with a fresh
outlook who have already demonstrated
quality leadership in the industry.
Regardless of what General Motors
decides, it must decide quickly, since the
probability of bankruptcy continues to
rise.
With tens of thousands of jobs at stake,
few would argue that the situation isn’t
dire. Unless significant adjustments are
made to the way GM does business, this
once shining example of American innovation and industry will never relive its
former glory days.

BANANA REPUBLIC INSIGHTS

‘A brotherhood based on economics’

Papers and borders: Mercosur
agreement is ill-equipped
BY

MARTÍN KIELMANOWICZ
Daily Staff Writer

CORBIS

Employees of China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) working in northwest China. CNPC is China’s
largest oil and gas producer. The enormous energy company outbid an Indian corporation last year for the
Canadian company PetroKazakhstan.

BY RISHIKESH BHANDARY
Daily Staff Writer

The advent of a stronger SinoIndia relationship could not have
come along at a more favorable
time. After two wars that seized
considerable Indian territory in
the north, a relationship that
once seemed incredibly icy now
appears to be thawing away.
And what is even more interesting is that this change is

not based on a realization of
brotherhood amongst neighbors or any other lofty ideal.
The Indians and Chinese have
entered a phase of cooperation
that is based on economics.
The territorial aggression that
existed between the two from
the 1950s until the 1970s has
been transformed into a battle for oil: Over the past few
years, we have seen China and
India fighting for assets in oil

companies all over the world.
They have contested for stakes
in countries such as Canada,
Angola and Niger.
Additionally, just as it had
won the wars fought between
the two countries, China won all
the bids, giving it the lead in the
war for energy. It has become
evident that the war over territory has spilled into a costly war
see EMERGING, page 13

This should not come as a
shock to anyone who has been
paying attention, but Mercosur
is falling apart. Mercosur, or the
Common Market of the South,
was founded with a trade agreement signed in 1991 between
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and
Uruguay. Since then, Bolivia,
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and
Peru have joined as associate
members, and Venezuela is on
track to do the same.
Its current state is aptly
summed up in the small town
of Gualeguaychú, Entre Ríos in
Argentina, across the river from
Frey Bentos, Uruguay, where
locals have been protesting
the construction of two cellulose paste factories. Protesters
started by blocking access to
roads at arranged times and
for specific intervals. Now, they
are closing off the roads for
practically everyone, ranging
from Chilean truck drivers to
Argentine beach-goers. A fellow Jumbo and I made this road
trip last December with two
companions, and though we
were warned of potential riots,
we were able to cross the border without too much trouble.
Across the Uruguay River, the
government of Tabaré Vázquez
supports the construction of the
two factories, which amount to
a 1.4 billion Euro investment,
the largest in Uruguayan history, and one which equals about

10 percent of its GDP. Uruguay
claims that the factories are
being built in accord to strict
European Union (EU) regulations (the project is a Finnish
and Spanish investment), and
the World Bank has acknowledged this. Argentines, though,
are worrying about their fresh
air and water, and have threatened to take this case to the
International Court of Justice.
What is most significant in
this international flare up is not
so much the future of the local
water quality, but more so the
complete lack of a functioning
infrastructure capable of dealing with such things.
The sad truth is that the
Mercosur agreement, in my
opinion, was a byproduct of its
times and as such, and end in
itself; its founders did not see
it as a means towards development, integration and prosperity. In 1991 free trade was “in,”
even in Latin America. The Cold
War was winding down, and
open markets were increasingly seen as a quick fix for poverty. Moreover, over the previous
two decades, Mercosur’s two
biggest players, Argentina and
Brazil, had transitioned out of
dictatorships and had begun to
form some loose alliances and
friendly pacts.
Now, Hugo Chavez is “in”
in Latin America and free
trade is not nearly as popular.
Nationalism is prevalent again
see BANANA REPUBLIC, page 13
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Congressional health care reform
Does the Golden
remains slow and inadequate
Shield really protect? Prescription
drug plan effective but offers limited improvement
BY

FORREST GITTLESON
Daily Staff Writer

CORBIS

Google and other western Internet portals such as Yahoo are voluntarily
complying with Chinese censorship regulations.
BY SHRUTIH

TEWARIE

Daily Staff Writer

The Internet has become a
staple of life in the 21st century. Beyond its obvious technological worth, however, the
Internet also carries great symbolic value. In a time when we
find ourselves in an international divide on religion and
politics, the Internet has given
the world something to share.
Companies like Microsoft,
Yahoo and Google have become
household names, capable of
reaching people in every corner
of the world. Both Microsoft
and Yahoo have pushed global
frontiers and while race, culture and language might divide
people of different nations, all
of the 150 million Google users
worldwide have the access to
the same online information.
Well, almost.
Perhaps this picture presented itself as a little too perfect,
since recently the big three
have found themselves under
fire from global human rights
committees for censoring
information from its websites
accessed by users in China.
The three Internet companies are currently shrugging
off all allegations, claiming
to simply be following laws
dictated by the local authorities. Though the Chinese State
Council argues for its Internet
censorship to protect younger

users from pornography and
other harmful sites, any searches providing proof of atrocities
committed by the government
are also barred. Complying
with the Chinese Communist
party’s demands, websites in
China currently blacklist terms
such as “Falun Gong”(a religious movement put down
by the Chinese authorities
through imprisonment and
torture of its members) and
“Taishi Village” (a shooting of
protestors by local authorities).
What’s more, Google does
not just censor certain of its
sites, but some are filtered
entirely. Users in China thus
find information that is seemingly unbiased, but only after it
was handpicked to show up by
the Chinese governing party.
While some dogged Chinese
hackers have attempted to get
past the “Golden Shield,” the
name coined for the Chinese
filtering system, this has come
with its consequences.
Shi Tao, a local reporter,
was arrested for forwarding
an account of the Tiananmen
Square massacre to foreign
Web sites, but only after Yahoo
handed the digital fingerprints
of his email to the Chinese government. Microsoft recently
shut down a blog that criticized the firing of a progressive
see ASIA PACIFIC, page 14

Most people routinely ask
for a Band-Aid in the event
of a cut, scratch or otherwise
bloody gap in the outer layers of the skin for the purpose
of concealing the wound lest
it become infected. Others
may decide something more
extreme is in order — perhaps
gauze or stitches.
Usually, based upon the
severity of the injury, the correct surface treatment will
guarantee a speedy recovery.
However, when a person calls
for a Band-Aid to place over
a gaping wound, others may
consider that person unrealistic or confused about the
situation at hand.
Herein we may see an
important parallel: In 2003,
Congress passed legislation referred to by President
George W. Bush as the “the
greatest advance in healthcare coverage for America’s
seniors since the founding of
Medicare.”
Starting in December 2005,

seniors were allowed to preregister for the program,
which now offers drug coverage to Medicare’s 42 million
beneficiaries through subsidized private insurance policies.

To make matters
worse, phone lines
set up to field calls
from
confused
seniors have been
understaffed and
regularly give out
incorrect or misleading information.
This Medicare Prescription
Drug Plan finally went into
effect on Jan. 1, 2006 to much

acclaim - and confusion.
The primary grievance of
many seniors has been the
implementation of the program.
The private insurance plan
selection process is considered by many to be confusing
and tedious. It requires hours
of study and consultation with
family and medical specialists
to choose the plan most beneficial to the recipient.
To make matters worse,
phone lines set up to field
calls from confused seniors
have been understaffed and
regularly give out incorrect
or misleading information. In
many circumstances, patients
have also been charged more
for their medications than is
appropriate according to their
insurance plans.
The burden of the transition between the old and
new Medicare systems is also
felt by pharmacists, who are
responsible for contacting the
patients’ insurance companies to secure repayment of
see POLINOMICS, page 14

CORBIS

The Medicare Prescription Drug Plan, a program passed by the Congress in 2003 that expands drug coverage
to Medicare beneficiaries through government subsidized private insurance policies, finally went into effect
starting Jan. 1, 2006, causing much confusion among senior citizens.

EUROPEAN OBSERVER

Showdown looms between Microsoft, European Commission
Software giant refuses to comply to European Commission, attacks decision by competition authorities
BY

PAT SCHAUFELBERGER
Daily Staff Writer

Feb. 15, 2006 was the final deadline
for corporate giant Microsoft to submit a report complying with European
Commission rulings. Instead, Microsoft
has submitted a 75 page complaint
against the Commission.
On Mar. 24, 2004, after 5 years of investigation, the European Commission
declared that Microsoft had broken
European Union competition law and
would be fined 479 million Euros ($588
million).
The Commission ruled that Microsoft
had acquired a dominant position in
the market for work group server operating systems and that Windows Media
Player weakened competition in the
media market.
In order to comply with the ruling,
Microsoft would have to disclose complete interface documentation to its
competitors so that their operating systems could effectively communicate

with the Windows system.
In addition, Windows Media Player
could no longer be included in the
Windows operating system bundle.

Signs of a future showdown
between the software colossal
and the Commission can be
seen in Microsoft’s intention
of getting the 2004 ruling
annulled with an appeal to
the European Court of First
Instance, the EU’s secondhighest court, this April.
In a press release following the rul-

ing, former European Competition
Commissioner Mario Monti stated:
“Today’s decision restores the conditions for fair competition in the markets concerned and establishes clear
principles for the future conduct of a
company with such a strong dominant
position.”
However, with Microsoft’s long
anticipated report, it seems only hopeful to think that Microsoft is ready
to comply with Monti’s conditions.
Microsoft’s report has attacked the
European Commission, claiming that
the Commission “...repeatedly refused
to clearly define its requirements and
concerns, despite repeated requests
and accommodations by Microsoft.”
In addition, Microsoft, despite not
naming these experts, has separate
reports from five British and German
software engineering professors who
state Microsoft’s technical documents
have in fact complied with the intricate competition legislation set by the
European Commission.

Signs of a future showdown
between the software colossal and the
Commission can be seen in Microsoft’s
intention of getting the 2004 ruling
annulled with an appeal to the European
Court of First Instance, the EU’s second-highest court, this April.
Joachim Jacobs, a spokesman for The
Free Software Foundation Europe is
skeptical about the company’s plans
to adhere. He asserts that the software
giant will protect its strategic position
by any means necessary.
The European Commission has of
course denied any fault in the claims
made by Microsoft in reference to
“clearly defining its requirements and
concerns.”
The Commission states that since
June 2005 it has repeatedly and clearly
reminded Microsoft of the specifications
in question. Regardless, Commission
spokesman Jonathon Todd has said that
the final decision lies in the hands of
see EUROPEAN OBSERVER, page 14
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Businesses benefit from
more corporate citizenship
BY

THOMAS SINGER

Daily Staff Writer

What do Procter & Gamble, Intel and
Avon have in common? They are all
multi-billion dollar corporations, they
all trade at over $20 a share, they all
conduct business globally — and all
three are in the top 10 of Business
Ethics Magazine’s “100 Best Corporate
Citizens” list.
Corporate citizens, you might ask?
Chances are you have heard this or
similar terms, such as corporate social
responsibility or sustainable business.
These terms are becoming increasingly common in the business world,
and practically every major corporation is now being confronted with these
issues. But what exactly does corporate
citizenship and social responsibility
mean?
Corporate social responsibility, or
CSR, refers to the conscious steps that
businesses take to meet or exceed the
interests of employees, stockholders,
the environment and the local communities in which these businesses operate.

Smart CEOs are realizing that there is real business in acting responsibly,
in ensuring sustainable
operations and in providing adequate health-care
to their employees.
The idea behind CSR is founded on
the belief that business and society can
coexist, and that through sustainable
practices, businesses can have tremendous power in effecting positive social
change.
The very same issues that are currently appearing in major newspaper
headlines, such as poverty, starvation,
global warming and human rights violations, are also making their way to the
desks of the most influential CEOs.

Corporations are now being directly
affected by these issues and therefore
can no longer take a passive stance and
expect to succeed.
The world’s smartest companies
understand that they now have an
opportunity to leap forward by being
socially innovative and changing the
way business operates.
It is in the interest of these companies to combat the most pressing challenges facing society.
CSR has its critics, primarily those
who claim the sole responsibility of business is to make money. After all, Noble
laureate economist Milton Friedman
claimed “the business of business is
business.”
Most stock markets reflect this sentiment, judging companies solely based
upon their financial returns and giving little if any consideration to social
value.
However, to believe that businesses
should only be concerned with their
financial figures is to ignore the significant value that social activism can add
to a business.
CSR does more than just improve a
company’s public relations; it makes
perfect business sense. The notion that
businesses are foregoing profits when
they act socially responsibly is completely antiquated.
Smart CEOs are realizing that there is
real business in acting responsibly, in
ensuring sustainable operations and in
providing adequate health-care to their
employees.
CEOs are learning that their businesses can save thousands of dollars by
using renewable energy, and that happy
employees are more likely to increase
customer satisfaction.
It is no coincidence that the stock
of the companies listed on Fortune
Magazine’s “Best Places to Work” outperforms the stock of the Fortune 500
companies by a factor of three.
The companies that will succeed in
this age of globalization and economic interconnectivity will be those that
understand that businesses can no longer just compete on cost.
It is those businesses that learn to
succeed by being socially responsible
that will ultimately be at the forefront

CORBIS

Business Ethics Magazine recently released its list of “100 Best Corporate Citizens,” highlighting the importance and benefits of social responsibility in the international business
world.
of innovation.
Since terms like corporate citizenship
and social responsibility have gained
so much popularity, many businesses
have begun using them as mere marketing tools. Simply because a business donates some of its profits to a
good cause does not make it a socially
responsible company. Corporate social
responsibility is not about giving away a
company’s money; that is philanthropy.
CSR involves going deeper and examining how a company makes the money
that it makes: Does it adhere to good
labor standards? What is its environmental impact? Is it active in its community?
Questions such as these lie at the
core of corporate citizenship and will
increasingly affect the way business is
done in the 21st century.
The global reach of multinational
corporations gives them unprecedented power in a world economy that is

getting smaller by the day.
For many, a growth in corporate
power seems like a chilling idea, and
these fears are rightly justified given the
numerous irresponsible acts that have
been committed recently.
The good news, however, is that now,
more than ever, business leaders are
recognizing that it is possible to do well
by doing good.
It is the business sector that has the
greatest potential to implement positive social change, and it is up to this
new generation of leadership to ensure
that business and society not only coexist, but are also able to thrive together.
Thomas Singer is a Senior majoring in international relations with a
minor in entrepreneurial leadership. He
was president of Young Entrepreneurs at
Tufts in 2003 and is currently a fellow
of the StartingBloc Institute for Social
Innovation.

Europeans may have more to fear than U.S. Free trade agreements losing
with arrival of Sino-Indian energy pact credibility, ability to function
INDIAN ECONOMICS
Continued from page 11

for energy.
Recently, China acquired
Petrokazakh by paying $500
million more that it would have,
had India not contested the
bid. This hostile bidding, which
drove up the price of oil assets
around the world, proved to be
a pivotal point in the Sino-India
rivalry.
After losing this bid, the minister overseeing petroleum ventures in India, Mani Shankar
Aiyar, released a statement
explaining that, in the future,
China and India would jointly
bid for assets instead of attempting to out-bid each other.
This does not mean that there
will no longer be independent
bids from either side. Rather,
it only signifies an increased
level of cooperation. This development seems to be perfectly
logical from the Indian side, as
the country has failed to win
vital energy assets. But China
may profit from this partnership even more than India.
The most prized possession
that China can hope to acquire
from the new deal with India
is a better relationship with
America. The United States has
been trying to establish cordial
relations with India by offering

nuclear programs in an effort
to win over one more ally in the
region.
Because of the budding IndoAmerican relationship, it is in
China’s best interest to bid with
India in regions where China
alone previously could not. This
will allow China to venture into
new territories. Energy bases
could be extended to parts
of Iran, Myanmar, Sudan and
Libya. China will not only have
warded off exorbitant bids from
India, but it will have also penetrated new regions — regions
that would have been out of its
reach were it not for the U.S.
However, things may not
remain so simple. Gathering
such large energy bases around
the world and setting up companies in anti-American countries will undermine American
foreign policy. This will act as a
counterbalance to the American
hyperpower. When two huge
economies, which combine to
form one third of the world’s
population, join forces, the
clout that this pact creates can
be enormous.
The amount of Asian countries acquiring oil assets abroad
has made the Europeans fear
more than the Americans.
It became quite clear how
the French feel about their own
corporations in comparison to

international companies when
Mittal Steel bid for Arcelor: The
French government neither
holds stocks nor regulates the
industry, yet it tried to interfere
in the deal.
The animosity over intrusive
takeovers and bids has threatened the EU hawks. Another
case in which European vulnerability to energy concerns
has been seen was the RussianUkrainian oil tiff.
This event truly captures the
precarious situation of Europe.
Consequently, European governments are already facing
calls from local corporations to
regulate industries in order to
keep the Chinese and Indians at
bay.
The threat does not only lie
in the fact that the advancing
Chinese and Indians can gobble
up the remaining energy assets
that Europeans hold so dearly,
or the fact that unemployment
will rise because of such acquisitions.
This form of European paranoia seems to stem more from
the changing face of the global
balance of power.
In the era of globalization,
Europe must find ways to
ensure its own security without
propagating hypocritical regulations that keep others out of
the game.

BANANA REPUBLIC
continued from page 11

(though it may have never truly
disappeared).
Consequently, in a time when
agreements that promote the
international movement of
people and investments should
be growing, Mercosur is shriveling.
In another backwards step
for Mercosur, Argentina and
Brazil agreed on setting limits
on exports to curb trade deficits
and protect local industries.
The issue of Brazilianmade cars being exported to
Argentina is a particularly delicate one, and one for which
Argentina has been demanding
“safeguards.”
Interestingly, these safeguards were agreed upon outside of Mercosur negotiations,
as Argentina and Brazil worked
within the frameworks of a
bilateral agreement that predates Mercosur.
Aside
from
arbitration,
Mercosur has also been a complete disaster in promoting
social development and regional integration.
Some member states have
become
dependent
(like
Paraguay, with close to 60 percent of its total trade going
to other Mercosur members),

while others have remained
wholly detached (like Brazil,
which trades more with the
United States and the EU than
with Argentina).
Time and again, Argentine
and Brazilian reluctance to
pool sovereignty, develop collective macroeconomic policies
and act in unison in the international arena has hindered
Mercosur, prompting many to
call its long-term feasibility into
question.
Mercosur must be resuscitated, especially considering that
many of its members rejected
a free trade agreement with the
United States last November.
Political dialogues have to be
encouraged, and politicians
must see their citizens for what
they are: individuals forming part of a much larger, and
potentially much more powerful whole, not just votes in a
district.
The trading bloc must be
reformed, its institutional and
political weaknesses resolved,
and then (and only then) it
should be expanded. For now,
the issue of papers and borders will help to determine the
future of the region.
Though realistically Mercosur
will probably not collapse, if
nothing is done, it may well
fade into irrelevance.
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Prescription Drug Plan is a Band Aid solution that will
slightly improve but not solve American health care woes
POLINOMICS
continued from page 12

the dispensed medication. Nearly two
dozen states have created temporary
programs to ensure that pharmacies
are compensated for dispensed medications for which insurance companies, in confusion, do not provide payment.
Though this new program may have
its initial faults, such as low consumer satisfaction and mass confusion,
many beneficiaries are content with
their new coverage because it saves
them a significant amount of money
compared with the old system.
After a year, or merely a few more
months, it’s likely that the system will
straighten itself out into a model of
health care reform, leaving dissenters
such as House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi (who is credited with saying,
according to Bloomberg.com, “the bill
has to be replaced; seniors are quite
angry about the legislation”) to feel
foolish and inadequate.
Even with this reform, however,
America’s health care system remains
the costliest in the world, with 16
percent of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) spent on health.
Granted, America’s health care system
is perhaps the most flexible and innovative in the world, but such innovation does not justify the fact that the
percentage of the U.S.’s GDP that is
spent on health is double that of other
rich countries.
Analysts suggest that unnecessary
tests, procedures or prescriptions
mean that close to 30 percent of the
amount of money spent on healthcare
in the U.S. is wasted.
Keep in mind also that this percentage does not include the 46 million
Americans that go without health coverage by choice.
This last point is notable, consid-

ering that hospitals are not allowed
to turn away patients in need of care
even if they are unable to pay for services.
While many European countries,
such as Switzerland, have socialist
health care programs paid for directly
by the government out of national
taxes, the government of the U.S.
pays for 60 percent of all health care
expenses through the subsidization of
the health care industry.

Perhaps the only logical and realistic step
in reforming America’s
healthcare industry is a
move towards a slightly
more socialist system,
similar to those that
operate rather efficiently
in Europe (though hopefully without the burden
of a 60 percent income
tax).
President Bush supports these subsidies of health insurance firms and
even seeks to increase them for the
purpose of equating the costs to consumers and the costs to health insurance firms.
He fails to recognize, however, that
such a path would lead many to the
conclusion that health costs do not
matter.

Ultimately, this would lead consumers to spend more money on health,
increasing the percentage of money
wasted on unnecessary health services.
Those costs would be covered by
health insurance firms that then would
pass the cost on to the government
through subsidies.
In short, Bush’s plan to increase
subsidies would have the effect of
increasing the national deficit while
providing little improvement of the
current situation.
Perhaps the only logical and realistic step in reforming America’s health
care industry is a move towards a
slightly more socialist system, similar
to those that operate rather efficiently
in Europe (though hopefully without
the burden of a 60 percent income
tax).
A good proposal would also regulate private insurance firms so as to
encourage a “pay-for-performance”
system in which the quality of health
care is greatly improved.
Other reforms, such as making health
insurance more portable and limiting
medical litigation claims, would also
make the system more appealing and
efficient.
While such reforms obviously
require less partisan bickering and
animosity (note that many Democrats
rudely applauded Bush when he referenced the failure to pass Social Security
reform during the State of the Union),
the current trend of passing legislation
that reforms relatively small problems
in the larger health-insurance nightmare is much too conservative.
Though the Prescription Drug Plan
will likely be a success in reforming
the part of the health insurance industry that is Medicare, it unfortunately
appears akin to placing a Band-Aid
over a large, bloody gash.

European Commission continues to flex muscles
against Microsoft and other U.S. corporate giants
EUROPEAN OBSERVER
continued from page 12

the Commission and that the necessary steps and proper fines will be
instituted.
Interestingly, this is not the first
time in European Union history that
a showdown has occurred between the
European Commission and a major
American company.
On October 20, 2000, General Electric
wanted to secure a $45 billion merger with Honeywell. This deal would
have become the largest merger agreement in the history of American industry had it not been for the European
Commission.
Mario Monti, the same Commissioner
who declared Microsoft to have monopoly power in 2004, claimed that the
merger between General Electric and
Honeywell would give the American
powerhouse company too much dominant power in the market and hurt
competition.
After repeated attempts by the former GE CEO Jack Welch to secure the
merger, Monti refused to back down,
and the deal fell through, leaving
General Electric with millions in costs.
This pattern of Europe standing up
to American corporate giants such as
General Electric and Microsoft depicts
a greater European mentality.
As a combined entity with a common currency, parliament, and justice system, the European Union has
increasingly become a global partner
to the United States rather than a subordinate cluster of nations across the
Atlantic.
Already the world’s largest market,
the European Union has repeatedly
established itself as a “stronger than
before” global power. Even though
much attention has been recently
drawn to China’s increase as a global
presence, a looming European Union
must also be taken seriously.

CORBIS

Chief Microsoft Counsel Brad Smith at the European Union’s First Court of Instance in
Luxembourg. The company argued for the EU to suspend its decision to impose sanctions
on the large software maker. In 2004 the Court decided that Microsoft was abusing its
virtual monopoly.

Censorship will
not bring China
any stability
ASIA PACIFIC
continued from page 12

Chinese journalist. Ironically, the very
companies that should be advocating Western ideologies of free speech
and expression are enabling China to
deprive its citizens of these rights.
Having three powerful Western companies obey the oppressive laws of a
communist government invariably has
its political implications, but this could
also lead to some strong repercussions
for the Chinese economy.
On the one hand, having access to
Yahoo and Google is certainly better for the Chinese public than
being deprived from this completely.
Likewise, Microsoft, Yahoo and Google
would strongly disable themselves by
not doing business in one of the world’s
largest economies.
While the regulations imposed by
the Chinese ruling party are stringent,
Western Internet companies can only
strive for these to become less severe if
they work from the inside.
Making an enemy out of the Chinese
government might currently seem to be
an idealistic move, but it is certainly not
one that is economically beneficial.
On the other hand, it is precisely
because China is one of the leading
economies in the world that censoring
and filtering regulations will impose
a negative strain on its financial market. As China continues to adapt to its
role as a key player in international
business, increased government intervention and dependence will hinder
its efforts to conform to a free market
economy.
If Internet sites are constantly filtered, investors will soon start to wonder whether they are receiving accurate
economic news on businesses. Likewise,
consumer confidence will not grow if
consumers believe they are receiving
incomplete information.

Clearly, while compliance
with the Chinese government might be an obligatory step for now, it is a
strategy that will not be
beneficial in the long run,
neither for the Chinese
economy, nor for Western
companies.
The Chinese authorities consistently
express a fear of conveying any form
of national instability to the public.
However, having information policed
at all times decreases transparency
and makes it more difficult for bankers and businesses to engage in a full
discussion about GDP, debts and interest rates, especially when these do not
reflect positive economic growth.
Clearly, while compliance with the
Chinese government might be an obligatory step for now, it is a strategy that
will not be beneficial in the long run,
neither for the Chinese economy, nor
for Western companies.
In a few years’ time, the Chinese government will not be able to confine the
nation’s fast learning and exponentially
expanding group of bloggers.
By then, the Chinese will have grown
skeptical of Western businesses that
helped to slow China’s economic growth,
which will put an end to a highly profitable east-west financial relationship
before it has even come to fruition.
The Chinese government must realize that censoring information will lead
to the opposite of what it intended with
this oppressive operation.
If the government really wants to
convey a message of stability, it should
allow a free discussion of all national
controversies, even those harmful to
the image of the China worldwide.
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Congress set for migrant debate
BY

ALFONSO CHARDY

Knight Ridder Tribune

The stage is set for one of the
most contentious congressional
debates in a decade: whether
to legalize up to 11 million illegal migrants or compel them to
leave the country.
Heading into a congressional
election year, though, politics
may trump policy, with nothing
getting done.
President Bush, in his State
of the Union address, repeated his proposal that Congress
should pass a temporary worker
program for illegals — allowing them to stay in the country
and work legally for a period of
time to be determined. His plan
avoids use of the term “amnesty,” a code word for green cards
that would eventually make
them eligible for citizenship.
Many in Congress, however, oppose Bush’s proposal
— especially many conservative Republicans who view
even a temporary worker program as amnesty and are lining up against the president.
Moderate Republicans and
many Democrats want a bill
that would enable illegals to
seek green cards.
The debate, expected to
begin in March and last months,
marks the most sweeping effort
to amend immigration law since
1996 when Congress made it

mandatory to deport foreign
nationals convicted of aggravated felonies. If reform leads to
some form of status for illegals,
it would be the most extensive
revamp in 20 years — since a
1986 amnesty under President
Reagan made about 2.7 million illegal migrants eligible for
green cards.
Whether opposing sides will
compromise, especially in a
midterm election year, is hard to
predict. Interviews with several
key senators, representatives,
their aides, Bush administration officials and immigration
experts reveal several possible
scenarios — including one in
which reform fails, leaving the
illegals in hiding.
In another, the Senate
approves a temporary worker
bill that eventually makes some
illegals eligible for green cards
under strict conditions that
would require sponsorship by
a business and some knowledge
of English and U.S. history.
Another scenario calls for only
a temporary worker program,
without green cards — along
with tougher border enforcement and a requirement that
illegals leave the country first to
claim their work permits.
Those watching from the
sidelines — experts on immigration in their own right — say
it’s likely nothing will happen,
that the status quo will prevail

despite a flurry of lobbying from
both sides.
“At the first hint of a stalemate
in the Senate and the House,
Congress may try to pass the
elections first and delay this to
2007,” said John Keeley, director of communications for the
Center for Immigration Studies,
a think tank that favors immigration controls.
One leading pro-immigration
advocate agreed. She said the
charged political atmosphere
may preclude consensus on
such a polarizing issue.
“It could be that nothing happens,” said Angela Kelly, deputy director for the National
Immigration Forum. “It all
depends on whether it happens
close to the elections or not.”
Ira Kurzban, a Miami lawyer
who is considered a national
authority on immigration law,
said he believes legislation will
pass — but it may feature only
toughened laws that could
reduce the rights of immigrants.
“It’s too early to tell what will
happen in the end,” Kurzban
said. “But it seems like the people pushing enforcement have
the upper hand at this point.”
Kurzban
was
referring
to people like Rep. James
Sensenbrenner, R-Wis., the lawmaker with the most influence
see MIGRANTS, page 16

Hole in... cactus?

ROBERT CROSS/KRT

A cactus that is a victim to an errant golf shot forces a golfer to
contend with it’s long spikes to get the ball back in Scottsdale,
Arizona.

Destroyed by Katrina, biotechs go to Jersey
BY

DUNSTAN PRIAL

Knight Ridder Tribune

PETER MONSEES/KRT

Dr. Andrew Pecora, shown Feb. 6, 2006, runs the Hackensack, New
Jersey-based Progenitor Cell Therapy which re-engineers human cells.

The scores of biotechnology
companies that dot the New Jersey
landscape do everything from
extract enzymes from pig hearts
and electric eels to “re-engineer”
human cells.
But they all seem to have one
thing in common — a motivating entrepreneurial spirit that
allows the staff to overlook the
risks inherent to the burgeoning
industry and work toward a common goal.
“You have to have a lot of faith
to do this,” said Dr. Andrew Pecora,
the chairman and executive director of Hackensack University
Medical Center’s Cancer Center,
who for nearly a decade has run
a small biotech company in the
growing field of cell therapy.
In many instances, biotech
companies gamble on a single
product, a treatment that with
regulatory approval might one
day generate millions of dollars in

profits or be sold for millions to a
large pharmaceutical company.
But, according to Debbie Hart,
president of the Biotechnology
Council of New Jersey, it often
takes a decade or more and $1
billion in investments before
that product reaches its intended
patients, if it reaches them at all.
New Jersey’s efforts to create
an environment where entrepreneurs will believe the risks are
worth it include tax credits, grants
and loans to biotech start-ups,
research funding, and even office
rent subsidies.
And two years ago New Jersey
established a $10 million venture capital fund to provide seed
money for new companies.
For its efforts, the state was
recently named one of the top
five biotech regions in the world
by FierceBiotech, an influential
industry trade publication.
Hart said a new survey to be
released in the spring is likely to
reveal that the number of bio-

techs has risen to more than 150
from 80 in 1998.
At Pecora’s Hackensack-based
Progenitor Cell Therapy LLC, or
PCT, the gamble is not on a specific product, but on a specific technology — the science of “re-engineering” human cells for use in
fighting diseases. Known broadly
as cell therapy research, the field
includes the controversial field of
stem cell research.
In fact, PCT recently spun off an
independent unit called Amorcyte
Inc. that will attempt to manufacture cells engineered to repair
hearts damaged by heart attacks.
The spinoff firm recently received
a $292,000 grant from the state for
stem cell research.
The state’s recent effort to place
itself at the forefront of stem cell
research hit a snag in January
when lawmakers shelved a series
of bills that would have created
a $500 million stem cell research
see BIOTECH, page 16

Trial over detainee’s death has implications for interrogations, detention centers
BY JAY

WEAVER

Knight Ridder Tribune

Abdul Wali was an Afghan man who U.S.
authorities suspect launched rocket attacks
against a military base in Afghanistan. David
Passaro was an American hired by the CIA to
interrogate detainees during the U.S. war in
Afghanistan.
On June 21, 2003 — three days after surrendering to military authorities — Wali was
found dead inside a U.S. detention facility in
Asadabad, near the Pakistani border.
Today, Passaro stands accused of beating Wali so badly with a flashlight that he
eventually died. Passaro, who faces up to 40
years in prison, is the first U.S. civilian to be
charged in federal court with mistreatment
of a prisoner overseas.
Heading the government’s case against

Passaro is Michael “Pat” Sullivan, a veteran
Miami federal prosecutor.
For Sullivan, a hardened trial lawyer
known for taking down major drug defendants, the Passaro case puts him on an international stage. He has the delicate job of
defending the Bush administration’s controversial detainee interrogation policy while
prosecuting an alleged criminal affiliated
with the CIA.
Passaro’s indictment on four assault charges was announced with fanfare by Attorney
General John Ashcroft in Washington, D.C.,
on June 17, 2004.
The North Carolina man was indicted just
weeks after pictures were broadcast worldwide that showed U.S. soldiers smiling and
joking at Iraqi prisoners at Abu Ghraib near
Baghdad, who had been stripped naked, tortured and humiliated, purportedly to extract

intelligence from them. Several male and
female U.S. soldiers have since been convicted on charges of prisoner mistreatment
at court-martials.
Passaro’s trial isn’t expected to start until
later this year in a North Carolina federal
courtroom, but the unprecedented civilian
case raises one highly sensitive question:
Was Passaro, as he claims, merely following
orders from higher-ups at the CIA? Passaro’s
attorney could call some powerful people
to the witness stand to help his defense.
Among them: President Bush; Attorney
General Alberto Gonzales; former CIA
Director George Tenet; current CIA Director
Porter Goss.
Sullivan, along with Raleigh federal prosecutor James Candelmo, wants to stop
Passaro’s lawyer from ever questioning top
federal officials at trial. The prosecutors have

argued in court documents that it’s unnecessary.
The reason: “As government documents provided during classified discovery
make abundantly clear, the CIA forbids its
employees and contractors from engaging
in the conduct for which Passaro has been
charged.”
But that policy could come under intense
scrutiny at trial, exposing the secretive CIA’s
role in the Bush administration’s war on terror.
Last month, U.S. District Judge Terrence
Boyle agreed to let Passaro, 39, put on some
evidence at trial regarding the CIA’s prisoner
interrogation policy. The judge said he will
then rule on whether to allow Passaro to
proceed with a full-fledged defense that he
was authorized by the CIA to beat Wali when
he interrogated him.
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Congress to decide fate of migrants
MIGRANTS
continued from page 15

on the immigration debate — at least for
now, because his bill is the first to pass
either house of Congress.
On Dec. 16, the House passed
Sensenbrenner’s bill 239-182 to establish
criminal penalties for illegal migrants,
compel verification of whether foreign
employees are legally in the country, build
fences along portions of the Mexican border and toughen laws under which convicted foreigners can be deported.
Sensenbrenner’s bill is devoid of a temporary worker program, but Sensenbrenner
is not opposed to such a proposal — as
long as illegals leave the country to get
permits.
“I’m not philosophically opposed to a
guest worker program,” Sensenbrenner
said.
Veteran congressional aides believe the
Senate eventually will pass a bill featuring
legalization, though it could stop at only
temporary work permits without a link to
green cards.
If the bill that prevails features only
a temporary worker program, then
Republican Sens. John Cornyn of Texas
and Jon Kyl of Arizona may emerge as the
Senate’s immigration bill managers.
But if a bill containing a bridge to green
cards passes, then Sens. John McCain,

R-Ariz.; Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.; and
Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., would be the likely
Senate leaders in the debate because their
bills offer illegals the ability to apply for
permanent residence.
Congressional aides said Senate Majority
Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., is working on
an immigration bill that would tighten
enforcement. Also working on his own bill
is Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee.
Several influential senators have
expressed support for Specter’s work-inprogress, including Republican Sen. Mel
Martinez of Florida and Democratic Sen.
Barack Obama of Illinois, who have jointly
issued a set of immigration reform principles they support.
Both would give illegals status —
Martinez with certain strict conditions
and Obama more liberally.
“To fix the illegal immigration problem
we have to recognize that there has to be
a way to account for the 11 million plus
people that are already here, unaccounted
for, working for the most part,” Martinez
said.
He rejected the notion of forcing illegals to leave the country to seek permits
abroad. “I believe that is not workable or
feasible,” he said. But Martinez echoed
President Bush’s rejection of a guest worker program that leads to amnesty.

Biotech companies recover slowly
BIOTECH
continued from page 15

program. But reasons remain for biotech
executives to be optimistic about their
future here.
New Jersey is home to the nation’s only
publicly funded stem cell research center,
the Stem Cell Institute of New Jersey, and
Gov. Jon Corzine is a strong supporter of
the technology.
This is cutting-edge stuff, to be sure.
Yet the catalyst for PCT’s founding
seven years ago was the same intellectual
spark that has inspired entrepreneurs for

centuries.
Pecora, 48, who arrived at Hackensack
University Medical Center in 1987 from
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
in New York, said he saw a gap that needed
to be filled, and that he viewed that gap as
an opportunity.
What was missing, he said, were the
physical resources — laboratories, couriers, refrigerated carriers and so forth —
and the scientific and regulatory expertise
needed by research companies seeking to
find cures for diseases through cell therapies.
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In Colombia, literally
grabbing fear by the horns
BY GARY MARX
Knight Ridder Tribune

Wilmer Ruenes grew up poor.
That’s why he was lying on a
gurney, blood pouring down his
face, after being run over by a
900-pound bull.
“Doctor, I got to get my money
first. Then you can fix me,” said
Ruenes, 25, suddenly bolting
upright as though he’d been jolted by an electric current.
Ruenes pressed white gauze
against his face and staggered
back into the dusty stadium.
Inside, more than 6,000 people were packed into bleachers
to watch the corraleja, a raucous
six-day event that’s a cross of a
traditional Spanish bullfight, a
Roman spectacle and a 1990sstyle rave party.
As spectators pound down
rum and whiskey and jam to live

music under a blistering sun,
hundreds of men — some on
horseback, most on foot — face
off against one bull after another
in a display that embodies the
brutality and bravado of this
nation ravaged by a 4-decadelong civil war.
“There is a strong culture of
machismo and violence here,”
explained the Rev. Eduardo
Martinez, a top Catholic official in Sincelejo. “The corraleja
reflects our culture. People live
for them.”
Corralejas are held throughout northern Colombia, but
Sincelejo’s annual event in late
January dates back 165 years and
is the granddaddy of them all.
Some participants, such as
Lino Gonzalez, 29, are professionals who earn extra cash
see COLOMBIA, page 19

SCOTT DALTON/KRT

Rescue workers carry off a man gored by a bull during corralejas, an annual event, in Sincelejo, Colombia, Jan.
20, 2006. Corralejas involves jumping into a ring with a raging bull to test ones’ nerve.

British historian gets sentenced
in Austria for denying Holocaust

Walking for food in Uganda

BY MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
Knight Ridder Tribune

EVELYN HOCKSTEIN/KRT

Internally displaced people in Atiak camp in northern Uganda, carry their monthly
food rations from the World Food Program, Feb. 16. In northern Uganda, Africa’s
longest running civil war has driven nearly 2 million people from their homes and
made them dependent on emergency food aid to survive.

British historian David Irving was sentenced to three years in prison Monday
on charges that he denied the Holocaust,
just hours after he admitted that he’d been
wrong to doubt the systematic murder of
millions of Jews.
To supporters, and even some critics,
the other crime on trial was the oppression of free speech.
“The way the law is written, I didn’t
have any other choice but to plead guilty,”
Irving said. He’d faced as many as 10 years
in prison on the charges.
Irving, 67, heads to prison for statements he made during a lecture in Austria
in 1989, when he said that the gas chambers of Auschwitz were a fairy tale. In
addition, he’s known for having said that
the number of Jews murdered by Nazis
was greatly exaggerated, that most Jews
died of diseases during World War II, and
that until 1943 Adolf Hitler had never
heard of the Holocaust.
At least nine European countries, as

well as Israel, have national laws that
make it a crime to deny or diminish the
reality of the Holocaust.
Before and during court on Monday,
Irving acknowledged that he’d been wrong.
He said “history is a constantly growing
tree” and that documents he’d studied
since 1989, especially the files of Adolf
Eichmann (often called the architect of
the Holocaust), had made it clear to him
that “millions of Jews were murdered.”
Irving was the author of more than 20
books before becoming known as one
of the world’s foremost anti-Semitic
researchers. He once famously sued
American historian Deborah Lipstadt
for libel after she wrote that he was a
Holocaust denier. He lost that case; the
judge called him an “anti-Semite and racist” who twisted history, and the legal
fees of 2 million pounds broke him. Still,
Lipstadt told the BBC on Monday that
while Irving’s a poor historian, censorship
doesn’t work.
“He should be released to return to
London and the sound of one hand clapping,” she said.

U.S. ambassador warns about sectarianism
BY NANCY A. YOUSSEF
AND TOM LASSETER
Knight Ridder Tribune

The American ambassador
to Iraq on Monday warned that
the United States won’t support a new Iraqi government
that serves sectarian interests
and told Iran that Washington
won’t tolerate Persian meddling,
either.
In his bluntest remarks yet
about the need for a national unity government in Iraq,
Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad
said that the United States is
investing billions of dollars to
rebuild the country, but added
that “we are not going to invest
the resources of the American
people to build forces run by
people who are sectarian.”
He singled out the Iraqi interior and defense ministries, saying that both must have leaders
“who are nonsectarian, broadly
accepted and who are not tied
to militias.”
Minority Sunni Muslims
charge that under Prime
Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari, a

Shiite, Iraq’s Shiite-dominated
security forces have targeted
Sunnis in unpredictable raids
and searches, creating instability and distrust.
In an interview with Knight
Ridder, Khalilzad said that the
new government’s ministers
must be more representative of
the entire country.
“It shouldn’t be that two ministries are run on a rightist program or a Shiite program, if there
is such a thing, or that two ministries are run on a leftist, or let’s
give it some name — Kurdish
program, or something — no,
there has to be — they should
agree on a program, governing
from the center,” he said. “The
solution to the fundamental
problem — which is sectarianism — is unity and institutions
that are broadly trusted.”
The ambassador didn’t specify what more the United States
could do to compel the Shiite
and Kurdish political parties,
which dominated Iraq’s Dec. 15
parliamentary election, to set
aside their grievances and ambitions and compromise with the

Sunnis, who oppressed them
under Saddam Hussein’s dictatorship and form the backbone
of today’s violent insurgency.
More than two months after
the elections for a permanent
parliament, Iraqi leaders are still
debating how their government
should operate and who should
be included in it. Khalilzad has
been a key partner to the negotiations, negotiating among different sects and encouraging
Iraq’s newly elected leaders to
create a coalition government.
“Almost everyone has asked
him to get involved. He has
credibility,” said Kurdish leader
Barham Saleh.
In addition to making it harder for the Bush administration
to withdraw significant numbers of American troops from
Iraq before this fall’s U.S. congressional elections, continued
turmoil could open the door to
greater Iranian influence in the
country.
Shiite Iran has close ties to
some of the Shiite and Kurdish
groups that did well in the
December
elections,
and

DAVID P. GILKEY/KRT

U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad said aid to Iraq was
contingent on the country not electing sectarian rulers.
Khalilzad said there’s evidence
that Iran is training and arming Shiite militias and providing
“indirect help” to Sunni insurgents.

He didn’t say what the United
States might do to counter Iran’s
influence if Washington withdrew its support from the new
Iraqi government.
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Dangerous corraleja tests, shreds nerves
COLOMBIA
continued from page 17

donning T-shirts or wielding capes emblazoned with a whiskey brand, a pharmacy
or, as now during national election season, a politician’s name.
A daring stunt also can bring in $100 or
more from an appreciative crowd.
“It’s easy to make money,” said
Gonzalez, who earns more in a single festival than Colombia’s $180 monthly minimum wage. “I also love it. It’s in my blood.
The more I get hurt, the more I want to get
out there.”
Lifting his shirt, Gonzalez displayed
a huge scar across his belly where he
took 90 stitches five years ago. He took
80 stitches in his left arm in 2004 and 12
stitches in his wrist last year. He’s also
been gored in the groin.
Then there are amateurs like Jorge
Dumar, 56, an architect who jumps into
the ring on a whim. But he joins the
crowds who line the bullring’s outer edge,
scurrying to safety whenever the animal
approaches.
What does it feel like? “Fear and terror,”
he said.
Today’s event — the fourth of six days
— begins at 2 p.m. when the first bull
charges into the arena through a wooden
chute. Forty bulls pass one by one into the
ring each afternoon and, in a change from
regular bullfights, all are allowed to live.
Waiting for the beasts are throngs of
young men wielding capes, umbrellas,
sticks, towels and other items.
“Ole!” the crowd shouts as a bullfighter
sidesteps a jet-black bull, waving his cape
like an experienced matador.
When he’s done a young man plants two
banderillas, or small barbed sticks, into
the beast’s neck. Horsemen chase and jab
the animal with long lances. The bull is
then roped around the neck, yanked and
taunted by mostly inebriated men.
One of them, 40-year-old Over Narvaez,
loses his balance. The enraged bull lunges
and gores him in the buttocks. Narvaez
also suffers a gash in the head and a broken finger.
As he is carried to a nearby Red Cross

tent, the exhausted bull is coaxed from
the ring and another one charged in.
The corraleja gets rowdier as the day
wears on. Small fires burn in the ring,
and firecrackers explode. One participant
drops his pants and streaks past the bull
in thong underwear.
A transvestite wearing a red miniskirt plants a kiss on one macho torero.
Another participant dons a King Kong
mask.
The spectators break into “the wave,”
and then, when a bull approaches the
ring’s edge, shower the beast with candy,
bags of popcorn and other treats to entice
the bullfighters to get closer.
“There’s a saying that if no one gets
killed or injured, then the corraleja is no
good,” said Orlando Zuniga, 44, a businessman sitting in the upper deck.
At one point, Zuniga points to a shirtless man in blue spandex shorts lining up
in front of the bull like an Olympic longjumper readying himself for the leap of
his life.
The spandex man waits patiently, then
sprints and jumps straight over the bull’s
horns, planting his hands on the animal’s
back and somersaulting forward. The
crowd erupts.
The leaper, 19-year-old Sinibaldo
Espana, didn’t get a scratch, this time.
Other participants weren’t so lucky.
Two hours into the corraleja a bull tears
open Alejandro Ortiz’s left calf, exposing
muscle and tendons. Then it’s Ruenes’
turn.
He crouches inside a 55-gallon barrel placed in front of the bulls’ entrance
chute. Ruenes’ plan is to pop up, stick two
banderillas into the animal and retreat
safely back into the barrel.
But the bull rushes into the ring and
plows over the barrel, sending it tumbling like a bowling pin. The crowd gasps
as Ruenes emerges with blood gushing
down his face.
Fifteen minutes later, Ruenes is back in
the stadium, the bloody gauze pressed to
his face, collecting money in a plastic bag
from wowed spectators. The stunt earns
him $68 and 10 stitches.
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Solution to Friday's puzzle

"Choosing a character to eliminate from 'Arrested Development'
is like 'Sophie's Choice.'"
— Patrice H. Taddonio

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
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Housing

Housing

Housing

Housing

Events

Events

4 Bedroom Fully Furnished Apt
on Teele Ave within walking
distance to campus. Front and
back porches. Back yard. Washer
and dryer included. Available any
time. If interested contact Tim or
Heather at 617-448-5626

Call today 781.863.6469.
3, 6, or 9 students. THREE 3Bedroom apartments available in
same building near Tufts. For limited time, 1st month’s rent discount
for groups renting 2 or 3 units.
Rents starting $650/month.

4 bedroom 3/10 mile from
Carmichael. Completely remodeled
kitchen cabinets and appliances,
hardwood floors, new ceilings,
electrical, and lighting, W/D in
basement. $2300 Available June
1st. UTILITIES NOT INCLUDED.
NO PETS. CALL 617-484-5877

3 bedroom apartment.
Living room, full kitchen, bathroom. Front and back porches. W/
D Storage. Starting June 1, 2006.
Parking available. $585 and up per
person. No pets. Call 617-776-5467

Positions now available
in conference facilitation, office
administration, and residential
counseling. Many positions
include housing and duty meals.
Come to our office at 108 Packard
Avenue for details.

Commencement 2006
http://commencement.tufts.edu

3 Clean modern bedroom
apartments next to Tufts on quiet
street. Large modern kitchens with
refrigerators, dishwashers, disposals, and oak cabinets. Bathrooms
remodeled. Wall-to-wall carpeting,
front and back porches, garages
available, no fees, from $595

Attention Larger Groups:
3, 6 or 9 students. Act now to take
advantage of this unique opportunity. Three 3-Bedroom apartments
are presently available in the same
room near Tufts. These units are
rented on a first come first served
basis, so this opportunity

Short walk to Tufts. 4 bedroom
duplex apartment on two floors
of two-family house, 1 1/2 bathrooms, washer/dryer on premises, kitchen with walk-in pantry,
separate dining room, living room,
hardwood floors, backyard, prches,
quiet street, storage in base

Somerville, Conwell Ave. 8
Bedroom - 2 family house, 3
baths, 2 kitchens, plenty of space
w/ parking for 4. Laundry room.
Available June 1st $4700. Call
Cyndie at 781-983-6398. Or two 4
bedrooms for $2350 each.

4Br 2Ba, Bowdoin St,
dishwasher, fridge, free laundry
in unit, lg kitchen, HW floors, 1
offstreet pk space, $2400/mo, avail
6/1, call derek 978.390.4428 or
email dereyim@gmail.com

MEDFORD, off College Ave.,
across from Cousens Gym. 5
Bedroom, 2 full bath. Modern
kitchen and laundry room. 2 level
home - w/ parking for 3. Available
June 1st $2750. No fee! Call
Cyndie at 781-983-6398.

Within walking distance
of campus and to T in Davis
Square. Reasonable Rent. Great
Apartments. Call Day or Night
Frank or Lina 617-625-7530. Offcampus living is the best.

3 BR Apt. with kitchen,
dining room, furnished. Fr. + Back
porches, laundry, storage. Excellent
condition. Starting June 1st 2006.
Parking available. Call: 617-776-5467.

4 apartments - No feesNewly renovated-Amazing location- 2 blocks to main campus.
Stunninly beautiful 4, 3, 3,1
bedroom apts. Available. Parking
available. Plan ahead for next year.
Available 9/1/06. $1,000 and up.
Please call 781-396-4675

For Sale

Events

Wanted
Up to $900 /month.
Healthy MEN, 18-38, enrolled/graduated from BA/BS program.
APPLY ONLINE:
www.cryobankdonors.com

Reflections, Wednesday 2-22-06,
12 noon to 1p.m., Goddard Chapel
with light lunch in lounge. Speaker:
Ms. Ann Penick, Associate Catholic
Chaplain. Topic: “Ecology Theology”
Laurel Hill Inn Evening Program
for Eating Disorders The Evening
Program is a 5 minute walk from
Tufts campus, meeting Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday from
5:30 pm to 8:30pm Call 781-3930559 or visit www.laurelhillinn.com

Services
Relationship Problems?
Study Problems? Depressed?
Dr. Richard A. Goodman,
“Newsweek” quoted therapist and
relationship specialist has a few
openings for students. Complete
confidentiality. Tufts insurance
accepted. Call (617) 628-4961

Around Campus
Help new International
and American students get adjusted to life at Tufts and in the U.S.
at International Orientation (I.O.)
from August 27-29, 2006. Anyone
can be a Host Advisor. You do not
have to be an international student
to be involved with I.O.

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

O’Keefe’s shoulder questionable for Saturday Sutton’s status to be addressed
MEN’S BASKETBALL
after completion of rehab
continued from page 24

pointers, in just 24 minutes
to lead the Jumbos with 21
points. He was joined by four
other Jumbos who scored in
double-digits, including 20
points apiece from junior
Brian Kumf and junior tri-captain Dave Shepherd, matching
a career high for Kumf and
surpassing one for Shepherd.
The first half looked eerily similar to the regular-season meeting between the two
teams, as the Ephs came out
on fire from downtown, connecting on eight of 14 shots
from beyond the arc in the
first half. The Jumbos mixed it
up offensively, staying on top
with a mix of perimeter shooting and paint play.
Tufts took a 32-20 lead on
a lay-up by Martin. Williams
cut the lead to three with four
seconds in the half before
Shepherd took the ball the
length of the floor for a lefthanded buzzer-beater that
took several trips around the
rim before falling.
At halftime, the Jumbos
addressed Williams’ hot hand
and made the necessary defensive adjustments.
“We definitely made an
attempt to stay home and stay
with our man and not help out
so much, so we’d be able to get
in their faces on the outside
shots, and I think it worked
pretty well,” sophomore guard
Ryan O’Keefe said.
The Ephs did not go quietly, however, staying just close
enough to keep the Jumbos
looking over their shoulders.
“There were a lot of similarities [to the regular-season
game],” Shepherd said. “We
were up the whole game again
and they made a huge run.
Then we went back up. It was
always in the back of our mind
that they were going to make a
big run at the end.”
That feeling of déjà vu was
violently interrupted, however, as Kumf slammed home a
right-handed dunk with 7:51
remaining in the game.
“That’s a big play,” Shepherd
said. “You don’t see many guys
dunk the ball when the team
is playing zone. It was just a
swing of momentum.”
Kumf wasn’t finished. He
took a pass from Weitzen on
the next play, hitting a lay-up
and drawing a foul. He converted the three-point play,
scoring the first five points of
a 10-point spurt that put Tufts
up 84-69, got the crowd fired
up, and gave the Jumbos the
breathing room they needed.
At that point, Shepherd took
over. On the next possession,
he took a pass from Weitzen
and darted under the hoop for
a left-handed lay-up, drawing

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
continued from page 22

approach we should take as it
relates to an internal review,” the
statement read. “Coach Sutton has
taken the right steps to address his
problem. Once he has completed
treatment, we will meet with him to
discuss his future, but right now the
most important thing is for him to
get healthy.”
Sutton, in a statement released
Friday, cited hip and back pain for
his return to alcohol abuse. He has
suffered chronic pain since breaking his tailbone in five places when
jumping into a ditch to avoid a reckless driver’s vehicle in September
2004.
“The pain at times literally has
been unbearable,” Sutton said. “Last
Friday, the pain was so bad that I
took a lot of pain pills, but that didn’t
seem to work, so I succumbed to
temptation, and went and bought a
bottle.”
The support for Sutton following the incident has been overwhelming. Individuals, including
his current and former players and
coaches around the country, have
publicly praised him and offered
well-wishes. Oklahoma Sooners
coach Kelvin Sampson said he has
“never coached against a better
coach,” and hoped Sutton would
return to the OSU bench. Freshman
guard Terrel Harris summarized the
sentiment in the locker room as “do

MIKE CONROY/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore guard Ryan O’Keefe scores two of his 10 points against
Williams. O’Keefe dislocated his shoulder and is questionable for Trinity.
a foul from Williams freshman
Kevin Snyder and converting the three-point play. The
run was enough to bring the
packed crowd at Cousens Gym
to a roar.
“That was the best crowd
we’ve seen since we’ve been
here,” Kumf said. “They were
great. It’s awesome playing in
front of a bunch of fans.”
While the Ephs made a desperation run that cut the lead
down to six with 55 seconds
left, time had all but run out
on their season.
“After that run, we were
just kind of rolling,” Kumf
said. “We knew we had it. We
weren’t playing not to lose; we
were playing to win.”
Shepherd commented on
the Jumbos’ late lead and their
ability to hit from the line
down the stretch.
“It just changes everything
from a back-and-forth nailbiter to who can make foul
shots,” Shepherd said. “They
had to execute and make shots

and all we had to do was make
foul shots. It was nice to be in
the driver’s seat at the end of
the game.”
The win was a painful one
for the Jumbos. Black jammed
a finger on his right hand with
four minutes left in the first
half and O’Keefe dislocated
his shoulder in the second
half. While Black was able to
tape his hand and return the
second half, O’Keefe missed
the rest of the game and his
status is still uncertain for this
weekend’s semifinal game.
“My shoulder’s doing pretty
good,” O’Keefe said. “It was
really sore yesterday but it’s a
lot better today. It’s too early
to determine [O’Keefe’s status for this weekend], but if it
keeps improving day by day,
I don’t see why I shouldn’t be
ready for Saturday.”
On Saturday, the Jumbos
will travel to Amherst to take
on Trinity with a chance to
advance to the NESCAC
Championship on the line.

this for Coach Sutton.”
This is not Sutton’s first problem
with alcohol abuse. While he was
coach of the Kentucky Wildcats in
1987, he underwent treatment at the
Betty Ford Center. However, until
now, he has had no additional stays
at clinics or visible problems with
alcohol. Sutton, an Oklahoma State
graduate, coached the Creighton
Bluejays, Arkansas Razorbacks
and Kentucky before he took the
helm at his alma mater in time for
the 1990-91 season. He was very
outspoken about his problems with
alcohol when he became coach at
Oklahoma State.
Over his 35-year coaching career,
Sutton is fifth all-time in wins
among Div. I coaches with 794, trailing only Dean Smith, Adolph Rupp,
Bob Knight and Jim Phelan. His
39 NCAA Tournament wins is tops
among coaches who have never
won a national championship.
Despite his leave of absence, Sutton
can still gain ground in the record
books, as the wins and losses of the
team will count toward his record
because of an NCAA rule that allows
a team to decide before a game how
the results will be counted.
The Cowboys are 1-2 in the three
games since Sutton’s incident, suffering back-to-back losses to the
Aggies and then at home against
the Kansas Jayhawks. However,
they scored a huge upset on Sunday
afternoon, blowing out the sixthranked Texas Longhorns 81-60.

Brand and Arenas are good
people as well as good players
ROFFMAN
continued from page 23

games this season. I can’t write Elt
enough fan mail to make up for this
unfairness, and believe me, I write a
lot of fan mail.
Now let’s take a look at the
Eastern Conference’s candidate for
most underrated star the Wizards’
Gilbert Arenas. People (and by people, obviously, I mean ESPN) have
been so concerned with Kobe’s 81point night and the Kobe-Iverson
battle for the scoring title that Gil’s
28 points per game, astounding for a
point guard, have somehow slipped
under the radar. He also averages
nearly four boards, six assists, and
two steals per night. Gil was never
expected to be great — he wasn’t
taken until the second round of the
2001 NBA Draft. But somehow he is
keeping a team with only one-anda-half other good players (Caron
Butler comes to play about every
other game) squarely in playoff contention.
What breaks my heart is that you
never hear about this stuff because,
like Brand, Gil doesn’t demand
trades or get suspended for drug
use. When he’s not giving his all on

the court, he’s probably hanging out
with the boy he adopted as his “little
brother” last year after a fire took
both the boy’s house and his family.
Arenas read about the tragedy in the
paper and, having been raised by a
single father himself, realized that
he could help to somewhat soften
the blow this boy had been dealt at
such a young age.
Instead of throwing money at the
problem or ignoring it altogether,
he intervened in the most generous
and personal way possible. Gil has
always been known for his devotion
to kids; after each game he takes off
his jersey and throws it to a young
fan in the stands. Now tell me honestly that this stuff is less compelling
than jail time or suspensions.
Gil, like Brand, also received
fewer all-star votes than Grant Hill.
I realize that the All-Star Game
is a done deal. I also realize that no
matter how much ink I spill singing
the praises of Arenas and Brand,
it will pale in comparison to the
national media’s glorification of the
Kobes and LeBrons of the league.
But maybe when next year’s ballots
come out, a few more people will
remember guys like Gil and EB.
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8-0 Bowdoin run during
second half breaks stalemate,
sets Polar Bears up for win
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 24

pull Tufts to within three, 4037.
“All season, every time we
got down, we never counted
ourselves out,” Powers said.
“We’re known for our comebacks, and we knew we were
still in game. We did a good job
of stopping their run and pulling closer before it got out of
hand.”
Bowdoin’s flexible defense
alternated between a man-toman defense and a 1-3-1 zone
to keep the Jumbo offense offbalance, and this made the difference in the second stanza.
The second-seeded Polar Bears
held Tufts to a mere 16 points
in the final 20 minutes, allowing Bowdoin to skate by on its
fewest points all season.
“We didn’t get many second
chances offensively,” Powers
said. “When we missed a shot,
we didn’t get the offensive
rebound. We didn’t stop attacking them, though, kept going
at them, but you need to hit
shots to win. We were held to
31 points for a long time, which
killed us in the end.”
Powers
referenced
the
five-minute stretch midway
through the second half during which the Jumbos failed to
score a point, putting a tightly
matched tie on the road to a
Bowdoin win.
Berne, whose early absence
sparked the first-half play that
kept the Jumbos close for much

of the game, sealed the win for
her team with a three-pointer
with a minute to play. The shot
made gave Bowdoin a sevenpoint lead and put Tufts in a a
three-possession deficit.
Although the Jumbos doubleteamed Bowdoin’s post players,
the Polar Bears adjusted in the
second half and still outscored
the visitors 24-4 in the paint, a
margin that alone accounted
for the victory.
“We were definitely disappointed,” Krah said. “We played
a great game and came close to
winning. If you don’t win in a
game like this you’re automatically disappointed, even when
you play well. It’s sad for the
seniors and the team to end the
season with a loss like this.”
The loss ended the 2005-2006
season and the careers of senior
tri-captains Katherine Miller,
Julia Verplank, and Powers.
“It’s really hard,” Powers
said. “I never wanted it to end when I look back, I’m not going
to remember the wins and the
losses. As much as I want to
play next weekend, I can’t, but
I wouldn’t trade this experience
for anything.”
The first round of the
NESCAC tournament went
much as predicted. As there
were no upsets, the semifinals
at Bates on Saturday will see
Bowdoin facing No. 3 Wesleyan
and No. 1 Bates against No.
4 Williams, with the winning
teams meeting for the league
title on Sunday.

INSIDE COLLEGE BASKETBALL

DUI charge removes Oklahoma State
legend Eddie Sutton from bench
BY

ADAM COOPERSTOCK
Senior Staff Writer

The man at the helm of the
Oklahoma State Cowboys needs
to work on his steering.
Payne County prosecutors formally charged OSU coach Eddie
Sutton with driving under the
influence on Saturday, stemming
from a Feb. 11 accident in which
his Dodge Durango veered across
four lanes of traffic, into the back of
another car, and then into a tree.
The 69-year-old Sutton had a
blood-alcohol level of .22, nearly
triple the legal limit in the state
of Oklahoma. Sutton was on his
way to Stillwater Airport on Friday
night to catch the team’s flight to
play the Texas A&M Aggies.
He has taken an indefinite leave
of absence from the university, and
his assistant coach and son Sean
is set to temporarily take over the
program. The move fits in with the
long-term plan for the Cowboys,
as Sutton’s contract stipulates that
his son will succeed him as head
coach.
The university has only issued a
short statement regarding Sutton’s
situation, light on details and evasive in tone, and has yet to make
any decisions regarding the future
of the legendary coach.
“After a careful and thorough
review of the police and [district attorney] reports, we will
determine the appropriate
see COLLEGE BASKETBALL, page 21

MEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 24

smart and keep the turnovers to
a minimum, we should be fine.”
Offensively, the Jumbos will
look to the reliable and often
explosive play of Martin. Martin
is the Jumbos’ leading scorer and
has been tearing up defenses this
year, making him a focal point
of opponents’ defensive strategy. Even when Martin doesn’t
stand out in the box score, his
presence and growing reputation force teams to reexamine
their defense and allows Tufts’
perimeter shooters some open

looks.
“There really isn’t a person
who can guard Dan in the conference,” Fitzgerald said. “Our
offense is going to heavily rely
on him getting-double teamed
and kicking it out to our shooters. We did that last game and
had a lot of success, even though
we didn’t play our best.”
With both teams fighting for
a chance at the NESCAC championship on Sunday, the Jumbos
are expecting a dogfight.
“The last game went to overtime,” said Fitzgerald. “I expect
this one will, too.”

KARL MONDON/KRT

After being charged with driving under the influence, legendary
Oklahoma State coach Eddie Sutton will be off the Cowboys’ bench.

SCHEDULE | Feb. 20 - Feb. 26
MON

Martin, and the matchups he
creates, will be key for Tufts
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TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

SUN

vs. Trinity
@ Amherst
4 p.m.

Men’s
Basketball
Women’s
Basketball

Howe Cup

@ Harvard

Howe Cup
concludes

Men’s
Swimming

NESCACs

NESCACs

NESCACs

Men’s
Track and Field

All-New
England
Championships

@
Boston
University

Women’s
Track and Field

All-New
England
Championships

@
Boston
University

vs. Brown
@ Belmont Hill
6:45 p.m.

Women’s
Squash

Men’s
Basketball
4pm

Jumbocast

TBD

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Women’s Basketball

Men’s Basketball
CONFERENCE

W
Team
8
Amherst
7
Trinity
6
Bates
6
Tufts
5
Bowdoin
5
Williams
4
Colby
Conn. Coll. 3
Middlebury 1
0
Wesleyan

L
1
2
3
3
4
4
5
6
8
9

OVERALL

Pct
.889
.778
.667
.667
.556
.556
.444
.333
.111
.000

W
23
18
20
20
16
17
11
13
12
6

L
2
5
5
5
9
8
14
11
12
17

Individual Statistics
Player
Dan Martin
Jake Weitzen
Ryan O’Keefe
Dave Shepherd
Brian Kumf
Jeremy Black
Brian Fitzgerald
Jason Grauer
Pat Sullivan
Dacson Sears
Aaron Gallant
Ross Trethewey
Carl Onubogu
Team

Ice Hockey

NESCAC Standings

NESCAC Standings

PPG RPG Ast.
17.5 6.8 27
14.5 5.1 65
11.6 3.0 28
9.6 3.0 101
9.2 5.5 30
7.7 2.8 108
5.7 6.3 25
2.6 1.8 11
6
2.3 1.7
4
2.2 0.9
3
1.4 0.4
4
0.8 0.6
2
0.6 1.8
82.8 41.6 373

CONFERENCE

Team
Bates
Bowdoin
Wesleyan
Williams
Amherst
Trinity
Tufts
Colby
Middlebury
Conn. Coll.

W
8
8
7
7
4
3
3
2
2
1

L
1
1
2
2
5
6
6
7
7
8

OVERALL

Pct
.889
.889
.778
.778
.444
.333
.333
.222
.222
.111

W
18
22
18
21
10
8
10
10
14
9

PPG
11.6
10.1
7.2
5.9
5.9
5.7
5.2
4.4
2.1
2.0
1.3
0.0
0.0
57.1

RPG
3.6
2.4
6.3
5.0
4.7
4.8
2.5
2.3
2.4
1.7
2.4
0.3
0.0
40.4

CONFERENCE

L
7
2
6
4
15
15
13
15
10
15

Team
Middlebury
Williams
Bowdoin
Colby
Trinity
Amherst
Hamilton
Wesleyan
Tufts
Conn. Coll.

Ast.
57
32
16
11
14
5
24
22
28
19
14
0
0
242

Player
Matt McCarthy
Greg O’Connell
Greg McCarthy
Ken Cleary
Joe Milo
Ross Gimbel
Matt Dalton
Jack Thompson
Brian Bailey
Pat Walsh
Team
Goalkeeping
James Kalec
Issa Azat
Matt Ninnemann

Individual Statistics
Player
Jess Powers
Valerie Krah
Laura Jasisnki
Jenna Gomez
Libby Park
Khalilah Ummah
Julia Verplank
Kim Moynihan
Taryn Miller-Stevens
Marilyn Duffy-Cabana
Katherine Miller
Anna Weber
Stacy Filocco
Team

NCAA Div. I Men’s
Basketball AP Ranking

NESCAC Standings
W
16
13
10
11
9
9
8
6
6
3

L
2
3
6
7
7
9
9
9
11
15

GOALS

T
1
3
3
1
3
1
2
4
2
1

Pct
.889
.813
.625
.611
.563
.500
.471
.400
.353
.167

GF
90
78
67
71
63
67
71
44
61
44

GA
29
54
49
53
52
64
73
41
79
84

Individual Statistics
G
18
9
14
9
12
10
3
2
2
1
84
GA
61
12
14

A
17
23
13
17
7
6
4
5
5
6
130
Svs.
579
172
146

Pts
35
32
27
26
19
16
7
7
7
7
214
Sv %
.905
.935
.912

Olympic Medal Count

as of Feb. 15, 2006
Rank, Team (Previous)

1. Connecticut (1)
2. Duke (2)
3. Memphis (3)
4. Villanova (4)
5. Gonzaga (5)
6. Texas (6)
7. George Washington (8)
8. Tennessee (11)
9. Pittsburgh (14)
10. Florida (7)

NCAA Div. I Women’s
Basketball AP Ranking
as of Feb. 15, 2006
Rank, Team (Previous)

1. Duke (2)
2. LSU (3)
3. North Carolina (1)
4. Maryland (6)
5. Tennessee (5)
6. Ohio State (7)
7. Rutgers (8)
8. Connecticut (4)
9. Oklahoma (9)
10. Purdue (10)

1. Germany

18

2. Norway

17

3. Austria

15

4. United States

15

5. Russia

14

6. Canada

14

7. Switzerland

8

8. South Korea

7

9. Italy

7

10. Sweden

7

11. China

7

12. France

6

13. Netherlands

6

14. Finland

6
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ICE HOCKEY

LEAH ROFFMAN | BASELINE BANTER

Weekend loss and tie not enough; Jumbos
miss playoffs for first time in three years
BY

TOM SPERA

Daily Editorial Board

Brand X and the Unsung
Zero

For the first time in three years, the
Jumbos came up just short of a postseason berth, as the team failed to pull off two

A

s NBA All-Star Weekend concludes,

ICE HOCKEY

it’s time for some reflection — not

at Malden Forum, Saturday

on highlight-reel dunks or no-look

UMass-Boston 2
Tufts 2
Milo:
Gimbel:

passes, but on the actual process of becoming
an all-star. There are two ways for a player to

1 goal
1 goal

receive this honor, as fans vote in the starters
and coaches vote in the reserves. The problem

at Malden Forum, Friday

with this arrangement is that most fans make
Babson 4
Tufts 2
G. McCarthy:
Walsh:

terrible decisions.
1 goal
1 goal

crucial victories this past weekend.
The team needed to win both its weekend games to secure a playoff bid, but a
frustrating loss to Babson on Friday night
paired with a Wesleyan win over Castleton
State on Saturday took Tufts out of playoff
contention even before the start of its final
game on Saturday against UMass-Boston.
In its crucial Friday game, Tufts let a
2-1 lead slip away at the hands of Babson
freshman JT Balben. Balben led the
Beaver’s comeback victory, scoring two
goals and adding an assist in the third
period, for a game-high three points.
Freshman Greg McCarthy tallied the
first goal for Tufts, intercepting a misplayed clearing pass and scoring on an
empty net early in the game. After Babson
scored off a shot from junior Chuck Gable
in the second period, senior co-captain
Pat Walsh answered for Tufts with a goal
on an assist from classmate Quinn Kelley.
The Jumbos had maintained momentum throughout much of the game and
looked to have enough to hold on to their
2-1 lead heading into the third and final
period.
However, the Beavers turned a one-goal
deficit into a one-goal lead in just 25 seconds, as Balben scored the tying goal early
in the third and then assisted senior Greg
Cassista on the next Babson possession to
put the Beavers up 3-2. Babson sealed the
win with an empty-netter late in the final
period.
Babson was able to gain the upper
hand late in the game due to multiple
Tufts penalties.
“We just couldn’t kill off the penalties,”
coach Brian Murphy said. “We had three
penalties that wore us down a little.”
Sophomore Issa Azat was selected from
the Jumbos’ trio of goalies to start the
game. He was dominant in goal for the
first two periods, stopping 28 of 29 shots,
but Babson’s back-to-back goals turned

JAMES HARRIS/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore goalie Issa Azat stopped 28 of 29 Babson shots in the first two periods of
Friday’s game, but two quick goals by the Beavers ended Tufts’ postseason hopes.
the tide quickly. Babson freshman goalie
Skylar Nipps finished the day with 21
saves.
With its playoffs hopes dashed, the
Jumbos took the ice on Saturday against
a dismal 0-21-2 UMass-Boston team and
finished its season with a disappointing
2-2 tie in overtime. Although the game
would have had no impact on the playoffs,
the team hoped to pull out a victory for its
senior members.
“We were really trying to win [against
UMass-Boston] for the seniors,” junior
Brian Bailey said. “We wanted to send
them out on a good note and get them a
win. We dominated for much of the game
and could have won it.”
The two teams traded goals during the
first two periods and a scoreless third
period sent the game into overtime. Tufts
had scoring opportunities throughout
the game, out-shooting the Beacons 5027, but strong goaltending from UMassBoston freshman goalie Matt Lopes kept
the Jumbos from taking the game.
Tufts came out strong in the first period,
going up early on a power-play goal from
freshman Joe Milo. The Beacons answered
shortly after with a short-handed strike
from freshman Robert Carbone at the end
of the first period.
The Beacons came out firing in the
second period, taking a 2-1 lead on a goal
from freshman Mike Muolo. The Jumbos
tied up the game just minutes later, when
senior Ken Cleary assisted sophomore
Ross Gimbel’s goal.
Both teams struggled offensively in
the third period, but Tufts seemed to
have the advantage in overtime, sending
seven shots at the UMass-Boston goal.

Lopes’ dominant play in net, however,
squashed any hopes for a Jumbos victory.
Tufts senior goaltender Matt Ninnemann
finished the day and his career with 25
saves.
After a hot streak in late December
and early January which featured seven
wins in nine games, Tufts looked to be a
lock for the postseason. But a stretch of
tough road games and injuries, including the loss of senior co-assistant captain
and NESCAC Player of the Week Matt
McCarthy in the final two games, reversed
the Jumbos’ winning streak and brought
on the do-or-die weekend situation. Tufts
managed only one win in its final nine
games.
“Its unfortunate we didn’t make the
playoffs, but I’m not disappointed,”
Murphy said. “It wasn’t a lack of effort.
With a lot of guys with season-ending
injuries, we were short-handed most of
the season. Injuries and not being physically prepared were a major factor and
something that we’re not in control of. But
we also didn’t play great all the time.”
Although inconsistent play hurt the
Jumbos, injuries played a role throughout
the final month of play, depleting a roster
that was already five players under the
NCAA limit for much of the season. The
team finished under .500 in overall and
league play, at 9-12-3 and 6-11-2, respectively.
“If I could use one word to describe our
season it would be ‘rollercoaster’; that’s
what it felt like,” Bailey said. “[The season] went up and down. A lot of calls
and bounces could’ve gone the other way.
Some of it was luck and some of it was in
our hands.”

Athletes of the week
RACHEL BLOOM, WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
At the Div. III New England Regional Championships this weekend, senior tri-captain Rachel Bloom
demonstrated the skill and leadership that earned her the position, winning the 600 meters and singlehandedly taking the 4x200 from fifth place to second place on her anchor leg. She also ran the second
leg of the 4x400 relay, helping that relay to a first-place finish.
The All-American contributed 28 points (10 by herself) to Tufts' total of 122.33. Bloom's first-place
time of 1:37.23 in the 600 is the third-fastest time in Tufts history and is faster than Caitlin Murphy ‘00, a
two-time indoor national champion in the 800 meters.
Guiding the 4x200 to second place in 1:46.84 wasn't enough for Bloom, who also led the 4x400 to
the top spot (4:01.54). Bloom was part of a valiant effort by the Jumbos to wrestle the title from defending champion Williams. Next week, she will lead the team to Boston University for the All-New England
Championship, which Tufts will use to qualify more members for the NCAA Championships.

DAVE SHEPHERD, MEN’S BASKETBALL
Junior tri-captain David Shepherd played an integral role in the Jumbos’ 101-89 NESCAC quarterfinal victory over Williams on Saturday. The junior point guard chipped in 20 points — trailing only sophomore Jake
Weitzen's 21. Fifteen of these came in the final 10 minutes while the Jumbos held off the sharp-shooting
Ephs. Shepherd was one of three Jumbos to pull down a team-high seven rebounds and he also dished out
five assists. But his biggest contribution may have been his 10-11 showing from the foul line, including a perfect 8-8 in the final minute.
After only scoring five points in the first half of the game, Shepherd came up big during a 10-0 Tufts run
late in the second half that kept the Ephs at bay, creating a 15-point lead that would prove insurmountable.
After Brian Kumf scored five points on a dunk, a lay-up, and a free throw, Shepherd scored Tufts' next five
with two lay-ups and a free throw.
Shepherd is second on the team this season in assists with four per game and his fourth on the team in
scoring with 9.6 points per game, but his contribution as the captain of the Tufts offense far outweighs his
stats. Shepherd and Tufts head into Amherst this weekend to take on Trinity in the NESCAC Semifinals, with
the winner taking on either Amherst or Bates in the league championship game.

I mean, Yao Ming will probably wind up
being a 12-time all-star solely because the
entire country of China fills out ballots for
their 7’5” wonderboy. This year, the injustice
of all-star voting was illustrated by two players
who are quietly keeping their mediocre-atbest teams in playoff position through unselfish leadership and 25 to 30 points a night:
Elton Brand and Gilbert Arenas.
Neither one of these guys was amongst the
top seven vote-getters for his position. This is
blasphemous! How could it be? Well, I’m convinced that the voters’ unjustifiable oversight
perfectly exemplifies the argument from my
last column; neither Brand nor Arenas is controversial or flashy, and hence neither gets the
attention he deserves. So please, let me make
a case for these guys — they deserve much
bigger fan bases than they currently command. These are the guys whose highlights
should be dominating SportsCenter.
First let’s take a closer look at Brand. The
Clippers’ power forward averages 25 points,
10.5 boards, three assists, and over 2.5 blocks
per night. In case there’s any confusion, that’s
damn good. The word limit for this column
is too low to list how highly all of his statistics
rank among other active players, but suffice
to say he’s 12th in the league in scoring, 10th
in rebounding, third in blocks, sixth in double-doubles, and third in overall efficiency.
Brand has averaged over 20 points a game
in five of the seven years that he’s been in the
NBA and over ten boards a game in six of his
seven seasons — and all this in spite of formidable opponents like Tim Duncan, Kevin
Garnett, and Dirk Nowitzki. Did I mention
that he’s only 6’8”?
In case Brand’s on-court performance
doesn’t make you regret not giving him your
all-star vote, let me explain what a mensch he
is.
Through his Elton Brand Foundation, he
has almost completely funded the educational system in the Peekskill School District
in Peekskill, N.Y., where my man grew up.
He donated free lifetime use of specific educational programs to 10 Los Angeles schools
and, while playing for Chicago, gave significant sums to a Chicago group that teaches life
skills to needy kids. He routinely runs a free
basketball camp for underprivileged children
and he contributes to the charitable efforts of
his teammates.
The icing on the cake is that he has never
once complained about being a Clipper — he
only praises the fans and preaches patience,
assuring Clipper Nation (all 17 of its members) that its time will come. If that doesn’t
speak highly of his character, I’ve got nothing.
Given this list of accolades, try to tell me
that it’s justified that he received fewer all-star
votes than Carmelo Anthony, a player averaging half as many rebounds a game as Elton,
shooting 46 percent to EB’s astounding 52
percent, and playing without Elton’s added
responsibility of single-handedly leading an
under-achieving team. Or try to tell me that
it’s justified that he received fewer all-star
votes than Tayshaun Prince, a guy averaging
14 points and four rebounds per game.
I understand that Prince is a key component of a championship team, the Detroit
Pistons, but Melo? After winning an NCAA
championship, the most notable thing on
his résumé is an appearance in a video that
discourages drug users from cooperating with
the police. Elton even received fewer votes
than Grant Hill, and Hill has played in only 14
see ROFFMAN, page 21
Leah Roffman is a junior majoring in
political science and philosophy. She can be
reached at Leah.Roffman@tufts.edu.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Jumbos deliver balanced ‘Eph’-fort
to bury sharp-shooting Williams

Neutral site may defuse
Trinity offense in rematch

BY

BY

NATE GRUBMAN

AND

MEN’S BASKETBALL
at Cousens Gym, Saturday

Williams 89
Tufts 101
20 points, 5 assists
21 points, 7-9 shooting
20 points, 7 rebounds

tion.
The Ephs were looking for
a repeat of the regular-season meeting between the two
teams, in which Williams hung
around all game before burying
the Jumbos in the final minute
under a barrage of threes.
This time, Williams didn’t
get the chance, as the Jumbos
put the Ephs away with a 10-0
spurt and ran away with a 10189 victory, propelling them to
a NESCAC semifinal matchup
with Trinity on Saturday and
ending sixth-seeded Williams’
season.
In a game in which the Ephs
held Tufts’ leading scorer senior
tri-captain Dan Martin to 16
points, a trio of Jumbos crossed
the 20-point mark to lead the
team to its highest offensive
output of the season.
“We have a bunch of guys on
our team that can score and put
up numbers and every night
a different guy can step up,”
sophomore Jeremy Black said.
This time it was sophomore
Jake Weitzen, who hit seven
of nine shots from the field,
including both of his threesee MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 21
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Trailing by five with eight
minutes left in the game,
Williams saw a familiar situa-

Shepherd:
Weitzen:
Kumf:

WILL KARAS

Senior Staff Writer

Senior Staff Writer
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Junior forward Brian Kumf’s dunk with 7:51 remaining in the second half
spurred a 10-0 Tufts run that put the game away.

The men’s basketball team
is headed to Amherst for the
second time in two weeks, but
under slightly different circumstances.
On Feb. 11, the Jumbos
entered LeFrak Gymnasium
looking for the regular-season
title. After a 99-70 drubbing by
the Lord Jeffs gave Tufts the No.
3 seed in the NESCAC tournament, a subsequent first-round
win over Williams on Saturday
will send the Jumbos back to
Amherst to play Trinity in the
tournament’s semifinals.
Tufts will look for the same
clutch performances that
led to a thrilling 84-80 overtime win against the Bantams
in Feb. 10. In that game, the
Jumbos needed double-digit
points from five players, a
19-point performance from
sophomore Jake Weitzen off
the bench, and a last-minute
lay-up from sophomore Ryan
O’Keefe to sink the Bantams at
Ray Oosting Gymnasium.
This time around, the
Jumbos should have an added
edge as the game will be played
on neutral ground.
“[Playing on a neutral site]
is definitely an advantage,”
senior tri-captain Dan Martin
said. “Our fans are going to
come out and watch the game
and the atmosphere is going
to be a lot less intense. It will
eliminate those factors that
can hinder a team when they
are on the road.”
Martin highlighted the
team’s confidence as a huge
difference between this year’s
semifinal game and last year’s,

a 60-54 loss to third-seeded
Bates.
“Our confidence is definitely
higher compared to this time
last year,” Martin said. “Last
year against Bates, we didn’t
really feel like we could beat
them, but this year, going into
the game against Trinity, we
are definitely really confident
about our chances.”
However, while external factors seem to favor the Jumbos,
the team will have to be at its
defensive best to stop the highpowered Trinity offense, which
has centered this season on
senior forward Tyler Rhoten.
Rhoten’s 21 ppg are the best
in the league, and he is seen
by many as a lock for NESCAC
Player of the Year. Equally dangerous from the floor (45.6 percent) and the perimeter (44.4
percent), the 6’6” forward will
pose a serious offensive threat
to the Tufts defense.
“Rhoten is definitely a big
threat,” senior tri-captain
Brian Fitzgerald said. “He has
a great chance of being Player
of the Year, so we are going to
have to be smart around him.”
Being smart around Rhoten
is something that the Jumbos
did well during the teams’ regular-season matchup, using a
zone defense to hold Rhoten
to thirteen points and get him
into foul trouble during the
second half.
“We played the zone and he
really didn’t do anything the
whole night,” Fitzgerald said.
“Jake [Weitzen] played him
really well in the first game and
he really got embarrassed in
front of his own crowd. We are
going to use the zone again,
but really as long as we play
see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 22
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Bowdoin’s strong second half
cuts upset effort short for Tufts
Jumbos hold Bowdoin to season-low, but all is for naught
BY

RACHEL DOLIN
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A rollercoaster season came to an
end for the women’s basketball team
on Saturday afternoon, as the Bowdoin
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
at Bowdoin, Saturday

Tufts 41
Bowdoin 52
Jasinski:
Powers:

12 points, 9 rebounds
12 points, 2 assists

Polar Bears overcame a one-point halftime deficit to beat the Jumbos 52-41
and advance to the NESCAC semifinals.
Bowdoin, ranked sixth in the country
with a 22-2 record, was a goliath on the
horizon for Tufts, the underdog and
seventh seed in the eight-team tournament. The Jumbos, however, refused
to kowtow to the Polar Bears’ pristine
record, battling them back-and-forth
throughout the first and much of the
second halves.
The first half was a perfect storm for
the Jumbos. Two quick fouls put sophomore Marisa Berne, one of Bowdoin’s
leading offensive threats, on the bench.
The change unsettled the Polar Bears’
powerhouse offense, and the Jumbos
took advantage, holding the Bears to

just 34 percent from the floor, eight
percentage points below their season
average.
“That was a big turning point in
game,” junior guard Valerie Krah said.
“It certainly got our momentum going.
We played great defense in the first half
and took them away from their game.
We made them take shots they don’t
normally take.”
With Bowdoin offensively neutralized,
the Jumbos capitalized on the other end,
shooting 42 percent from the floor in the
first half and carrying a 25-24 advantage
into halftime. Twenty minutes in, the
game looked very different from the Jan.
14 regular-season matchup between the
two teams, during which the Polar Bears
held a 12-point halftime lead en route to
a 73-56 rout.
With Berne back on the court after
intermission, however, Bowdoin was
firing on all cylinders and overcoming
a Jumbo defense that had neutralized
its inside play in the first half. The
Polar Bears broke a 31-31 tie with 13:30
remaining with an 8-0 run, taking a lead
it would not relinquish.
The Jumbos stayed just close enough
to keep Bowdoin nervous, and senior
tri-captain Jessica Powers hit a jumper
from the wing with 4:15 remaining to
see WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, page 22
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Senior tri-captain Jessica Powers scored 12 points in her final game as a Jumbo, but the
women’s basketball team fell 52-41 to Bowdoin.

