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The Honorsbft Joseph A. Dear 
A s h ~  Secmrrry for Occupauonal 

Safkty and Health 
U.S. Dcpanmcnt of Labor 
200 Cornartion Avenue. N.W. 
Waduqon  D.C. 20210 

Dear Assisamt S m m r y  Dear: 

The undersigned organizations qmscnt mtlliorw of worlscf3 p o u  
affected by the petvaslvc problem of poor indoor air quslrry in the workpke 
On their behalf_ we arc writing to urge you to move forward with prOPoJed 
c-vc regulations on indoor air quality witboa delay. 

Mort of thk undersigned orgamartrons were signatory to the March 1992 
petition by the AFL-CIO and 14 affllirued unions, in which we r q u d  th 
OSHA bqm rulemalung on a comprchcnsive indoor air quality standard. In that 
pctlnon we dtscnbcd the many adverse health cffccts assoaatcd with paOr 
indoor mr q U t y  and the large number oi  workers affincd by indoor air quaiity 
pr~blrmj. .-Is you mav know, the Environmental Protection Agency has 
consrmtiy ranked indoor nlr poilution as one of the top five nsks to public 
hdth and has esurnated the cost of indoor air pollution in t c m  of rnechcal 
expcnsu and lost product~vity to bc tens of billions of doilart each year. Yet 
daspltc the ptrvaslvc nature of the indoor air quality problem and our requcst 
for prompt anion by OSHA. to date wc have received no nrbsurnave mpnse 
to our petition and OSHA has no1 vet proposed rtgulariolu on indoor air q d i t y  
in the workplncc. 

We rccogntzc and appreciate that you have only been conftrmed as 
.4s~sUnt Secrrtary tor ~ w o  months. nnd that many p m g  occupafiod S&V 

and health issuts demand vour anenuon. Still. d d i n g  on lndaor air q d i t y  
is an important worker health issue dm deserves your prompt wnsidcralion. 
The lssuc has b c m  pending before the agency for far too long. OSHA nctb  10 
act on its stanrrory responsibility to protect the health and safety of A m & w  
w a k t n  and move to ISSUC cornprchcllflvc indoor air qualify regulations wilhout 
delay. 
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Moreover. we rtcogntzc that the sycncy IS facca wtth a difficult dccrsion over whether 
and how to regdate tnvltonmcntal tobacco smo~c (ETS) in che workplace. We r q e a f d l y  
suggesr that to the exmt OSHA beiitvcs ~t necessary and appropriate to develop nguho99 
on ETS, that the most slutable context in which to dcvciop rhtje rquhons would be as pan 
of a comprehmmve standard addrrssrng the whole of the indaor air qualrty issue in workplaces 
Wc w c d  that ~cparatc rul- on indoor air qurlity and ETS wouid requuc time 
and tcsourccs ha! OSHA cannot span, and would n d c s s i y  dciay action on one or buth of 
the tegulaaons. A rtandard addressing both IAQ and ETS in the c~noem of an o d  IAQ 
smncid scam to us to bc the most logical and efficient way for OSHA to p r o c d  

We hope that you wiii respond to our pmaon and take adon on a mmprttrtntlvc 
indoor air quaby smdtmi in thc very near future. We stand ready to asslst the agchcy as it 
m o m  forward on thir imponant issue. 

Thmk you for your consideranon. 

;+ f ' I 0 ,  , 
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Margam M. ~ c r m n k i o  
Director 
Dcpmcnt  of Occuprruonal 
Safcty and H d t h  

American Fedcrauon of Labor and 
Congress of Industrial O r g u ~ i ~ i o n s  

(On behalf of the followrng organizauons: t 

.hencan FednaOon of Govanmmt Lmpioyees 
~uerican Fdedon of Statc, County and Municipal Employees 
+mencan Fcchtion of Tcachcrs 
American P o d  Works Union 
,4ssociation of FIighr Atundants 
Bakery, Confectionuy and Tobacco Workers intcrnauonnl Union 
Communications W o r k  of Arncnca 
Food and Allied Servlce Trades Depamcnt. AFL-CIO 
Internanonal Association of Fire Fighten 
Intanaaonai BrothPhood of Tebmnen 
Intcmational Longshoremen's Aswmtion 
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I ~ n o n a l  L'nion of Optrrutng Engmcers 
Laborers' ~oternatlonai Union of Nortb Amcnca 
Service Employees Int4nrmonal Union 
Sh#r Metd Workus intmmonal Assocrauon 
7b Newrpapa Guild 
United Auto Worlten Union 
United Food and Commcrclai Workers lnrrmational Union 
Unitrd Steelworkas of Amarc3 


