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The Cummings pledge $1M for
Holocaust and genocide education
BY

KATHRYN OLSON

Daily Editorial Board

DILYS ONG/TUFTS DAILY

The university hopes to streamline its emergency management system,
used in the last two years to alert students to blackouts and other crises

Tufts receives over $500,000
for emergency preparedness
BY

BIANCA BLAKESLEY

Contributing Writer

The U.S. Department of
Education announced on Sept.
27 that Tufts is a grant recipient
of its Emergency Management
for Higher Education (EMHE)
program.
The Department of Education
awarded over $9.2 million in
EMHE grants to 17 institutions
of higher education nationwide.
Tufts will receive $503,138 to help
implement new initiatives to
enhance its emergency planning
and preparedness.
Less than 6 percent of the 323
applicants received EMHE grants,
according to an announcement from Vice President for
Operations Dick Reynolds, the
acting director of public and
environmental safety.
Tufts and Emmanuel College
were the only two Boston-area
schools awarded EMHE grants.
Emmanuel applied on behalf of
the Colleges of the Fenway, a consortium of six Boston colleges.
The grant is expected to provide Tufts with 70 percent of the
final emergency preparedness
program costs, and existing university operating funds will fund
the difference. The proposed
programs will incorporate a mix
of different types of activities to
increase preparedness and cooperation, according to Reynolds.
These include increased incident management training,
department continuity plans and
joint training and exercises with
local first responders, Reynolds
said in a Sept. 12 announcement
to faculty and staff.
“By being more proactive in
creating the plan, we won’t have to
be as reactive if and when emergencies really do occur,” he said.
Jo Ann Webb, a Department
of Education spokesperson, said
the grant application process
was competitive.
“Applicants include a budget
narrative and a proposed budget with their applications,”

Webb told the Daily in an e-mail.
“Those applicants that score
the highest during the competitive peer review process are then
forwarded to Federal Staff for a
budget review … to ensure that
all requested items are allowable,
allocable and necessary.”
The grant is awarded to schools
that make strong cases for the
programs proposed in their
applications. “The money is very
specific; the federal government
dictates how the money is used,”
Reynolds said.
The university will for the
most part have to adhere to the
approved proposal, although it is
allowed a degree of implementation flexibility because the award
is a discretionary grant.
“The scope of the project can’t
change without the Department
of Education’s approval,” Director
of Emergency Management
Geoffrey Bartlett said.
Bartlett said the university
plans to implement a version of
a computer software, Kuali Ready,
specifically designed for higher
education institutions. Originally
developed by the University of
California, Berkeley, Kuali Ready
works to more effectively restore
core institutional functions in the
aftermath of a disaster.
The software is designed to
cater to the specialized needs of
educational institutions and help
them design their own disasterresponse programs, which are
part of “continuity planning,” the
goal of carrying on the mission of
the university in the event of an
emergency, according to Bartlett
and Reynolds.
Tufts
University
Police
Department Capt. Mark Keith
described Kuali Ready as a useful tool for designing continuity
plans, which some departments
have in place. “There are some
departments within the university
that have already devised … continuity of operations programs,”
Keith said.
see GRANT, page 2

Trustee Emeritus William
Cummings (A ’58) and his wife,
Joyce, recently pledged a challenge
gift of $1 million to create a new
Holocaust and Genocide Education
program through Tufts Hillel, and
the Holocaust survivor who partly
inspired them to do so will share his
experiences at Tufts on Tuesday.
In order to receive the $1 million, Tufts must match the gift with
an additional $1 million in new
donations and pledges. Hillel and
university administrators alike
expressed enthusiasm for the new
initiative, which will bolster education programming on genocide
and the Holocaust.
“Tufts is reaching out to a broad
group of alumni, parents, and
friends of the university to share
the good news of the Cummings
gift and to ask them to participate
in this challenge,” Deputy Director
of Development Jo Wellins told the
Daily in an e-mail.
“The Tufts community has wholeheartedly embraced the project, and
Tufts staff feel confident they can
meet the challenge,” Wellins said.
The Cummings made the decision to endow the program after
they participated in a Tufts TravelLearn trip to Israel last fall. TravelLearn is a Tufts University Alumni
Association-sponsored program
that organizes educational vacations to international locations.

The couple’s visit to the Yad
Vashem Holocaust museum in
Jerusalem, where they heard the
experiences of Holocaust survivor
Eliezer Ayalon — an employee of
the museum — persuaded them to
take action.
“We spent half a day in the museum; it was an unbelievable experience,” William Cummings told the
Daily. “When we attended a lecture
by Eliezer Ayalon, it really capped
off the day. We felt as if we just had to
do something to make more people
aware of genocide in the world.”
Ayalon will come to Tufts on Oct.
19 to deliver a lecture on his experiences during the Holocaust.
Cummings, for whom the
Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine is named, also endowed
the Cummings Family Chair in
Entrepreneurship and Business
Economics and served as an overseer for the School of Medicine.
He approached University
President Lawrence Bacow with
his new idea for the education initiative, noting that Tufts students
would be a receptive and ideal
group of participants.
“If you’re going to spend a substantial amount of money to try
to educate people, it pays to do
it for people who are likely to be
future leaders,” Cummings said.
“These are the people we most
want to influence.”
In selecting Tufts Hillel to administer the initiative, Cummings
hopes to prevent it from being

overshadowed by other university programs, while allowing the
program to benefit from Hillel’s
existing leadership on raising
Holocaust and genocide awareness, Cummings said.
“This program is one that is very
manageable for Hillel, but could
easily get lost in the larger university,” Cummings said. “It’s not a big
enough program for the university
itself to deal with.”
Rabbi Jeffrey Summit, Tufts
Hillel’s executive director, said preexisting programming on genocide
topics make Hillel a good candidate
to administer the new program.
“I think Hillel stood out
because we are doing a tremendous amount of Holocaust and
genocide education on campus,” Summit said. “For example, in 2007, through the Merrin
Distinguished Lecture Series program Moral Voices, we brought
Nicholas Kristof to Tufts in order
to talk about the genocide in
Darfur. Hillel has also done a lot
of organizing on campus: activism and advocacy to stop the
genocide in Darfur.”
Hillel in Spring 2009 sponsored an interfaith trip to Berlin
that researched the legacy of the
Holocaust in Germany, Summit said.
For the past two years, Hillel has
also sent students to the AgahozoShalom Youth Village in Rwanda to
examine genocide issues.
see CUMMINGS, page 3

Social media networks become increasingly
integrated into academics, job market
BY MAYA KOHLI
Daily Editorial Board

Whether you fancy celebrity gossip, sports analysis or witty political banter, there’s a blog to scratch
that itch. Prefer to read every inane
thought or philosophical musing of
your favorite public figure in real
time? There’s probably a Twitter
account for that.
Even if one is not particularly
interested in what Perez Hilton has
TIEN TIEN/TUFTS DAILY

see SOCIAL MEDIA, page 3

Career Services has been using social media to reach students.

WMFO recording studio ready to roll
BY

RACHEL RAMPINO

Contributing Writer

Tufts’ Christian a capella
group Anchord will on Sunday
start recording with WMFO Tufts
Freeform Radio’s new label, making them the first group to use
the recently revamped Curtis Hall
recording space this academic year, according to the label’s
executive co-director, sophomore
Chris Smith.
Anchord is the first a capella
group to record with the label, On
the Side Records, and the third

Inside this issue

student group to record with the
label since its inception last year,
Smith said. Following an overhaul
of the recording space last year,
the radio station is beginning to
expand its recording studio operations this year.
The updates to the studio
better facilitate the recording of
each instrument or vocal track
separately, and then mixing and
polishing the recordings in a process called multi-tracking, WMFO
Facilities Director Jesse Weeks, a
junior, said.

Anchord will record three
songs this fall and three in the
spring, according to senior Erin
O’Donnell, Anchord’s general
manager. The Tufts Community
Union (TCU) Senate allocated
$1,200 to Anchord on Sept. 29 to
record with On the Side, according
to TCU Assistant Treasurer Christie
Maciejewski.
Weeks said the recording
process will be different with a
cappella groups.
see WMFO, page 3
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Scientists have long been fascinated
with the search for life on other planets.
The announcement last month of the
discovery of a potentially habitable planet may turn this possibility into a fact.
According to preliminary reports, the
newly discovered planet resembles Earth
more than any other detected planet
does. It is a terrestrial planet three times
the mass of Earth. Most importantly, like
Earth, it exists within the “Goldilocks
zone” with relation to its nearest star: not
too hot, not too cool — just right.
“A ‘Goldilocks’ planet is one that falls
within a star’s habitable zone,” Danilo
Marchesini, an assistant professor of
physics and astronomy, said. “A planet
following this principle is one that is neither too close nor too far from a star to
rule out liquid water on its surface, and
thus life on the planet.”
The planet, known as Gliese 581g, is
the sixth member of the Gliese 581 planetary system and resides within the Libra
constellation.
Kenneth Lang, a professor of physics
and astronomy, explained that both the
distance of a planet to a star and the
intensity of that star are of the utmost
importance with regard to habitability.
“If the star is dimmer, the planet can be
closer to the star, and it can orbit around
the star in less time than the Earth takes to
orbit our sun,” Lang said.
The discovery of Gliese 581g is monumental, Marchesini said, because it is essen-

tially the first ‘Goldilocks’ planet we know
about, aside from Earth. While it is possible
for pools of liquid to form on the planet’s
surface, scientists say, no actual evidence of
pools or any water has yet been found.
“We do not know if Gliese 581g has
water, if it is in sufficient amount and if it
is in liquid form,” Marchesini said.
Although the discovery of a stable planet is exciting news, there are still too many
unknowns to conclude that there is life on
the planet — or whether the planet itself
actually exists.
Steven Vogt, a University of California,
Santa Cruz professor who led the team
responsible for the planet’s discovery,
maintains a positive attitude, reportedly
saying that chance of life on Gliese 581g
is 100 percent.
But a group of Swiss astronomers this
week announced that they could not find
evidence of the planet’s existence.
“It is important to keep in mind that
the discovery of this planet has not been
confirmed by other groups,” Marchesini
said. “At the moment, we only know that
this planet seems to be in the habitable
zone of the star.”
The discovery was the work of the
Lick-Carnegie Exoplanet Survey, which,
through ground telescopes and other
more advanced technologies, has been
tracking radial velocity measurements
for 11 years; the telescopes detect wobbles when observing stars, which indicate
that planets are orbiting around them.
An encouraging detail about Gliese
581g for those expecting to discover
extraterrestrial life is the prediction that

the planet may have an atmosphere.
Additionally, the predicted age of its star,
Gliese 581, is estimated to be about 4.3
billion years — only slightly younger than
Earth’s sun. There has been plenty of
time, therefore, for life to develop within
the system.
But not all scientists are so sure.
“Although the planet is in the habitable zone, whether or not there is life
is a matter of speculation,” Lang said.
“It brings us to the larger question of
whether or not you believe in extra-terrestrial life. Both are questions of faith
and informed speculation.”
Any life that is potentially found, however, will almost undoubtedly be drastically different from the life found on
Earth, according to Marchesini.
“Life on Gliese 581g will likely be a
bit harsher than on Earth,” Marchesini
said. “It is very likely that it developed a
spin-synchronous configuration, meaning that one hemisphere of the planet is
always in perpetual darkness.”
Even if no life is found on Gliese
581g, though, the discovery of the planet opens up the possibility of other
nearby “Goldilocks planets” that have
yet to be discovered.
“This discovery seems to [be] telling
us that such planets are actually quite
common,” Marchesini said. “And so the
chances of finding intelligent life in the
‘solar neighborhood’ might be higher
than we thought.”
Lang echoed that sentiment.
“It gives the potential of companionship in a lonely universe,” he said.

Tufts hopes to streamline emergency planning
with $500,000 Department of Education grant
GRANT
continued from page 1

Tufts’ proprietary version of the Kuali
Ready software will be dubbed Tufts Ready,
according to Bartlett.
Bartlett said the grants are not an indicator that Tufts’ existing emergency operation
plan is defective. “We recognize an effective
emergency operation plan is a work that’s
constantly in progress,” he said.
He added that the university’s plan has
been put into action before. “We also have

some experience in using the plan on a few
occasions,” Bartlett said. “[The] power outages that happened in 2008 and 2009 are
foremost in people’s memories.”
Keith cited some examples of possible situations requiring an emergency
response from the university. “Weather
emergencies and power outages are the
most common [crises] that we might
experience around here.”
The public safety department will look
through reports of past emergency respons-

es to pinpoint areas where changes are
needed, according to Bartlett. With the
grant’s support, he hopes to bring emergency management organization under one
roof. Previously, funding and planning for
emergencies was scattered across a number
of departments.
Reynolds echoed this sentiment, saying
that this grant offers an opportunity to synthesize the university’s emergency preparedness. “It gives us a chance over the next years
to really put a plan together,” he said.
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Social media enters the classroom and the job market
SOCIAL MEDIA
continued from page 1

to say about Paris Hilton, though, he or
she may want to get on board — the use
of blogs and other social media tools has
become increasingly popular, and in some
cases a prerequisite, in both academic and
work settings.
A recent survey released by Faculty
Focus, an online resource for higher education employees, indicated that more
than one-third of higher education professionals use Twitter accounts, sometimes
to communicate with students and other
times as an in-classroom educational tool.
The City University of New York system
recently launched a debate over whether to
abandon traditional online academic tools,
like the Blackboard.com service that Tufts
currently uses, in favor of popular blog sites
like Wordpress and Tumblr.
The integration of social media into academia is due, in part, to a growing understanding that knowledge of social media
is expected in the current job market; a
majority of companies now use Facebook,
Twitter and other social media to promote
events and products and to recruit employees. Prestigious business schools such as
Harvard Business School, the University
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School and
MIT’s Sloan School of Management have
all incorporated social media classes into
their curricula.
Fortunately, Tufts’ students may have
a leg up when it comes to social media,
as various Tufts professors have begun to
incorporate the use of blogs into classwork,
requiring students to create their own blogs
and to read those of their classmates.
Julie Dobrow, director of the
Communications and Media Studies
(CMS) program teaches the course Media
Literacy, in which students are expected to
regularly update personal blogs with links
to interesting sites and videos as well as
thoughts on class readings.
“A few of the students whom I’ve spoken with said that they think this is a great
assignment, one that allows them to be
thoughtful and creative,” Dobrow said.
In order for students to successfully analyze media, she said, they need to engage
with it.
“One basic tenet of media literacy is that
to truly understand media, you need not

only know how to deconstruct it but also
how to produce it,” Dobrow said. “Blogging
allows students to write in a more contemporaneous way, so it’s great for asking
people to respond to things.”
Dobrow also pointed out that many of
the Tufts alumni with whom she is in contact continually emphasize the importance
of a working knowledge of social media in
the job market.
“I kept hearing from the CMS graduates that the number one question they
were asked in interviews was ‘What is
your experience with social media? Have
you blogged?’ Blogging is increasingly
becoming a necessary job skill, so it’s
good to get some practice while you’re in
college,” she said.
Maria Ortiz, an ESPN.com journalist currently teaching sports journalism through
the Experimental College, requires her students to blog because most of the content
they’ll be writing for jobs after graduation
will likely be online, she said.
“Social media is a no brainer because that’s
where journalism is headed,” Ortiz said.
For her class, Ortiz’s students complete
written assignments, which they later post
to their blogs, in addition to reading and
commenting on their peers’ posts. Later on
in the semester, she also plans to have them
keep Twitter accounts as an assignment.
“I think that now it’s an expectation to
have social media skills, rather than an
advantage,” Ortiz explained. “In journalism
if you don’t know how to use Twitter or how
to blog or promote things on Facebook,
you will be behind everyone else.”
Knowing how to blog is a necessary skill
for various fields, not just for journalism,
according to Ortiz. “Personal blogs and
sites are great. I don’t think being able to
blog is a big surprise or special skill anymore,” she said.
Junior Emily Friedman, a member
of Dobrow’s Media Literacy class, feels
that her blogging experience in class has
helped prepared her for her post-graduate
job search.
“I’ve worked in PR and marketing for the
past couple years, and everyone is looking
into social media because that’s where
they believe the adolescents are,” she said.
“Blogging for class is a unique concept —
it’s very introspective and self-reflective,
and I think people find it more compelling
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to hear personal opinions.”
One difficult challenge Friedman faces
with regard to blogging, she said, is balancing her personal, authorial preferences and
expression with content that will attract
readers; a blog, after all, is only successful
if people read it, she said.
“It’s hard to stay true to my personal
voice while still including things that people find interesting,” Friedman said.
Junior Annie Dreyer, who has blogged
for several classes, explained that the process of blogging changes the content and
style of her assignments.
“This type of blogging is basically the
concept of taking the discussion outside
the classroom,” she said. “It’s a different
experience because it’s so public. For example, papers go directly to teachers, whereas
with blogging, you have to use personal
experience to [reach] a wider audience.”
While she sees the value in blogging
skills, though, Dreyer would never keep a
“personal” one, she said.
“It’s opening yourself up to a lot of critique,” she said.
Career Services, which promotes students’ use of social media in navigating the job market, has jumped on the
social media bandwagon, and now has a
Facebook page and blog, both of which are
managed by undergraduate Career Service
Ambassadors. The pages promote events
and new internships, and also publicize
interesting articles, student testimonials
and advice from alumni and career services staff.
“For students interested in marketing
and communications career paths, knowledge of social media is helpful, and often
essential,” Director of Career Services Jean
Papalia said. “For example, many PR firms
now hire social media specialists to help
clients reach larger audiences.”
Career Services encourages students to
join LinkedIn.com for professional networking and is invested in helping students use other online tools to their advantage, according to Papalia.
“Career Services also talks with students
about the benefits of using social media
when networking and searching for jobs
and internships, as well as the problems
they may encounter if they aren’t mindful
of the impression they create through an
online presence,” Papalia said.

Tufts must match
Cummings’ gift
CUMMINGS
continued from page 1

Summit expressed excitement at the possibility of expanding these projects with the
boost from the Cummings grant.
“With this grant we will bring more speakers to campus, conduct additional trips
to Germany and Rwanda and host largescale educational exhibits on campus,” he
said. “We want to actively engage students
across religious and cultural communities to address issues of genocide, racism,
homophobia and anti-Semitism, stressing
activism on and off campus. We also hope
to fund an annual course that addresses the
Holocaust and genocide.”
Summit said that while Hillel runs the
Holocaust and Genocide Education program, the organization wants to involve the
entire Tufts community and not just Jewish
students in it.
Hillel has no immediate plans in place for
the initiative beyond Ayalon’s lecture next
week. The organization is currently focusing
on raising funds for the Cummings challenge, Summit said.
Senior Lauren Levine, who interns for
Tufts Hillel and has worked on the new initiative, said additional programs addressing
the Holocaust and genocide would enrich
the Tufts academic experience, giving students the know-how to tackle the problem
of conflict prevention.
“We are privileged enough to go to Tufts
and have a future where we can have an
impact and work to prevent all sorts of
conflicts from happening,” Levine said.
“We need to take the time [to] understand
them and really look at what’s going on
around us.”
Summit also stressed the importance
of renewed educational efforts and their
ability to create longer lasting genocide
awareness.
“After the Holocaust, in the Jewish community many of us said ‘Never again,’ but
the fact is that genocide didn’t stop, and we
have to actively engage with this generation
to create an awareness of this issue, as well
as the mechanisms for stopping genocide
in society,” Summit said. “We hope to create
students who are sensitized and educated to
the point where they can raise an effective
moral voice.”

Anchord kicks off the academic year for WMFO label On the Side Records
WMFO
continued from page 1

“We were thinking what would be the
most cost-effective, easiest way to record, and
WMFO has this great studio,” O’Donnell said.
“There’s no commute, and it’s supporting a
group on campus.”
WMFO launched On the Side last year, and
recorded its first band, Action Guaranteed!,
during the winter, according to Smith.
WMFO developed its recording capacity as
a result of a more-than $31,000 TCU-funded
overhaul of the station in Spring 2009.
The Senate’s allocation came from the funds
the body recovered in 2009 from the embezzlement within the former Office of Student
Activities, now the Office for Campus Life.
The station is expected to repay the Senate in
$3,000 increments over a period of five years.
“The sentiment in [the Senate’s Allocations
Board] was if we gave them this recording
element, it really had the potential to have an
effect on campus because of all the students
who would benefit from on-campus, cheaper
recording,” de Klerk, a junior, said. “It would
have a domino effect on other groups.”
WMFO general manager Andy Sayler said
that even though the station has broadcast
live bands on the air since its founding, it had
previously been unable to capture professional-quality recordings.
“It wasn’t until we did the upgrade that we
were able to bring our equipment up to the
point where we now have the capabilities
to compete with a regular recording studio,”
Sayler, a senior, said.
On the Side charged bands $30 per hour to
record last year but is in the process of determining new, cheaper rates for Tufts groups,
according to Smith.
“We wanted a change, especially for Tufts
bands, because a lot of students can’t shell out
$30 an hour to record,” Smith said. He added
that Anchord is paying the $30 rate.
The studio works with non-Tufts artists,
too, utilizing a tiered-rate structure that differentiates pricing for groups versus individuals,

VIRGINIA BLEDSOE /TUFTS DAILY

The WMFO studio provides students with recording space on campus.
and for Tufts versus non-Tufts acts, according
to Sayler.
WMFO hopes to develop On the Side
Records into a recording label that will produce some groups for a fee and others for free.
The label would own the rights to the music
produced for free, Sayler said.

“We wanted to take all this money we had
received and use it to make the studio useful
to the everyday Tufts student,” Sayler said.
The station is in the process of expanding
the business, including training more audio
engineers, who are needed to run the studio
for the extra steps involved in the new

recording process, according to Smith.
He added that On the Side is seeking
bands to give the engineers recording
practice.
Brent Yarnell contributed reporting to
this article.
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TuftsMAPSSymposium




“Diversity of Health Professions:
Discovering Different Paths”.



Upcoming Informational Pizza Parties

Dr. Joan Reede, Keynote Speaker
Director of the Minority Faculty Development Program and
Faculty Director of Community Outreach Programs at Harvard

Tufts in Oxford:

Medical School.

Monday, October 18th at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall 745B

Co-founder of the Biomedical Science Careers Program and founder of the Commonwealth
Fund/Harvard University Fellowship in Minority Health Policy. As the first Dean for Diversity and
Community Partnership, she is responsible for the development and management of a comprehensive
program that provides leadership, guidance, and support to promote the increased recruitment,
retention and advancement of under-represented minority faculty at Harvard Medical School

Tufts in London:
Tuesday, October 19th at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall 745B

Panelists include several successful Health Professionals from various health
related fields including Nursing, Pharmacy, and more.


Tufts in Madrid:
Monday, October 25th at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall 745B

Come learn more about our programs!
http://uss.tufts.edu/studyabroad




10:00am – 2:30pm, Saturday, October 16th,
220 Anderson Hall,
200 College Ave., Medford, MA, 02155.





This will be a great opportunity to network and
receive advice and inspiration from successful
Health Care Professionals. If you have any
questions or would like any further information.
Please email TuftsMaps@gmail.com

The Daily wants to hear from YOU.

Have a problem with our coverage?
Upset about something happening at
Tufts or in the community?
The Daily welcomes thoughts, opinions and
complaints from all readers — have your
voice heard!

Send op-ed submissions, 600-1,200 words, to
oped@tuftsdaily.com. Send letters to the editor to
editor@tuftsdaily.com. Full submission policy at
tuftsdaily.com
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‘Red’ fails to reach its full potential
BY

Guster’s ‘Easy
Wonderful’ easy
on the ears

ELIZABETH MCKAY
Daily Staff Writer

“Red” had every advantage an action
comedy could hope for: a jaw-dropping cast
— including Oscar-winners Helen Mirren

BY

Red

Daily Staff Writer

“Ready or not, here we come.”
So proclaims alt-rock band Guster on
the final track of their new album, “Easy

and Morgan Freeman, and action legend

Starring Helen Mirren, Morgan
Freeman, Bruce Willis
Directed by Robert Schwentke
Bruce Willis — lots of stuff blowing up, and
the untapped gold mine of humor found in
the retirement lives of secret agents. Yet for
all it was handed, “Red” drops the ball.
The film centers on retired CIA agent
Frank Moses (Willis), who suddenly
finds himself back in action after his
former employer attempts to kill him.
He embarks on a quest to uncover the
source of the plot, accompanied by Sarah
(Mary-Louise Parker), an unwilling, oddball government employee. His search
reunites him with other retiree agents,
and a million “old man” jokes ensue.
The film’s greatest assets are the unexpected presences of Freeman and Mirren.
Mirren does a nice job ribbing her own
regal reputation, at one point daintily
trading her stilettos for combat boots
before riddling the vice-presidential
motorcade with machine gun fire.
And of course, any action film would
be lucky to boast the original American
action hero, Bruce Willis, last seen in this
summer’s “The Expendables.” Willis is
still, for lack of a better word, awesome.
He hatches MacGyver-style escape plans
and jumps from moving cars as nobody
else could, though this time around with
just a little less gusto. His age is showing,
but to his credit, he never denies it.
The movie starts to falter with the
kidnapping of Sarah. Her relationship
with Frank is granted all of a five-minute
introduction, yet it is continually relied
upon as the catalyst for much of the film’s
action and suspense. “Red” uses the same
formula that also failed to work in this

Easy Wonderful
Guster
Wonderful.” Their sixth studio release

Aware Records/Universal Republic
dropped on Oct. 5 after the band took a
four-year hiatus from releasing music.
They have been slowly teasing their new
songs one by one via live performances
and online videos, so it’s no exaggeration
to say Guster’s 12-song set has been a
long time coming.
Guster, which may be the most successful musical act ever to graduate from
Tufts, can count three of its four members
see GUSTER, page 6

RED-THEMOVIE.COM

Helen Mirren locks and loads in the new film ‘Red.’
year’s Tom Cruise/Cameron Diaz vehicle,
“Knight and Day” — older man kidnapping a young woman he barely knows for
her own protection. The age difference is
distracting, but not as much as the irrationality of Willis’ calculating, meticulous
agent being attracted to Parker’s flighty,
immature uselessness.
The film’s real Achilles’ heel, however,

is its incredibly convoluted plot. Frank’s
journey to the center of the conspiracy
involves so many twists and turns that
the audience loses its sense of direction.
Furthermore, the partnership of British,
Russian and American secret agents is
never satisfactorily explained. Even the

COURTESY GUSTER

see RED, page 7

Guster’s new album, ‘Easy Wonderful,’
broadens the band’s musical horizons.

TV REVIEW

TLC’s ‘Sister Wives’ provides
window into polygamous lifestyle

TV REVIEW

‘Family Guy’ regains
its satirical credentials

ALLISON DEMPSEY

BY

Daily Staff Writer

Contributing Writer

TLC’s latest foray into the story
of a family living seemingly normal lives despite some oddity —

For those of you who have
been living under a rock, please
take note that “Family Guy” is
quite simply the greatest show
on television.

BY

ALLISON DEMPSEY

Sister Wives

NASH SIMPSON

Family Guy
Starring Kody Brown,
Meri Brown, Janelle
Brown, Christine Brown
Airs Sundays at 10 p.m.
on TLC

Starring Seth MacFarlane,
Alex Borstein, Seth Green
Airs Sundays at 9 p.m. on
Fox

see “Jon and Kate Plus Eight” and
“19 Kids and Counting” — goes
beyond the trials and tribulations
of just living with multiple children. “Sister Wives” features the
Brown family, made up of a man
living in Utah with three wives,
13 children and a girlfriend with
three children of her own.
The Browns are members of
a fundamentalist Mormon sect
that condones polygamy among
its followers. Despite the illegality of polygamy in the United
States, the religious sect chooses
to overlook these rules in favor
of their religious beliefs. Kody

TLC.DISCOVERY.COM

see WIVES, page 6

Meri, Janelle and Christine, clockwise from top, are the three wives of
Kody Brown featured in ‘Sister Wives.’

More specifically, “Family Guy”
is an animated series created by
the infamous Seth MacFarlane.
Any given Sunday at 9 p.m., the
Fox network’s hit show portrays
the titular patriarch Peter Griffin,
his lovable stupidity, the dysfunctional nature of his “typical
American” family and the antics
of his unorthodox friends.
After its first broadcast following Super Bowl XXXIII
(1999), the entire nation, or at
least the majority of its adult
males, discovered “Family
see FAMILY GUY, page 7

FOX.COM

The Griffin family goes for a ride in Fox’s ‘Family Guy.’
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‘Sister Wives’ showcases the struggles of a rather unorthodox family
WIVES
continued from page 5

Brown is the patriarch of his family, and he
lives in a house with three separate apartments for his wives — Meri, Janelle and
Christine — and their respective children.
His girlfriend Robyn lives with her three
children in a house just a block away.
“Sister Wives” provides an interesting
window into an extremely unusual way of
life. The show is filmed in a documentary-

like style and chronicles the daily activities of the family, featuring interviews with
Kody and his wives. The seven-episode first
season chronicles many major events in the
life of the Brown family: Kody is courting a
fourth woman to be his wife, his third wife
Christine gives birth to her sixth child, and
he celebrates a 20th wedding anniversary
with his first wife, Meri.
TLC is testing the waters with the show’s
short first season. Showcasing the religious

beliefs and lifestyle of such a unique family
is uncharted territory for the network, and
it is clearly gauging the show’s reception
among audience members. Fans of other
TLC classics will no doubt be able to take
“Sister Wives” at face value and get at least
some enjoyment out of it.
The Browns shy away from mentioning
their religious beliefs too often. Instead,
they focus on what they deem “the lifestyle”
— living in a family with a strong patriarch

TLC.DISCOVERY.COM

Kody Brown and his large, unorthodox family are in the spotlight on TLC’s ‘Sister Wives.’

who has multiple “sister wives,” the term
used to describe the relationship among
multiple women all married to the same
man. The women do consider themselves
sisters on some level and have learned not
to let jealousy get in the way of their relationships with their husband. Kody has an
organized schedule so he can keep track of
how much time he spends with each wife,
rotating whose bed he sleeps in nightly.
The children all attend a school for people living “the lifestyle” — their peers come
from polygamous families and their teachers are familiar with the restrictions and
benefits of their family situations. This way
the children can avoid bullying from classmates who may view them as outcasts.
Kody was raised in “the lifestyle” himself, so
he understands the pitfalls of growing up in
a polygamous family.
“Sister Wives” is riveting from beginning
to end. The Browns do not preach their lifestyle, nor do they disapprove of monogamy
— they are merely sharing the way that they
live with the world. The interviews with the
women offer a truly unique point of view
into a completely foreign concept for most
of us. It is quite intriguing to look in as an
outsider and sort out what must be some
very logistically complicated marital issues.
Since the debut of their show, the Browns
have come under legal scrutiny as their
lifestyle is, in fact, illegal. Kody has said that
he is only legally married to Meri, his first
wife, and just has “spiritual unions” with
his other two wives. He does not, however,
consider these marriages to be anything
other than completely official. All his wives
are equal in his eyes.
Whatever the case may be, the family is
facing disapproval from their church and
culture for exposing their lifestyle to the
general public’s interpretation, be it negative or positive.
The season finale airs at 10 p.m. this
Sunday on TLC. In this episode, Kody will
wed his fourth wife and take her children
as his own. Will a fourth wife be the icing
on the (wedding) cake to keep the Browns
around for another season, or will their
religious beliefs get the better of them and
force them out of the limelight?

‘Easy Wonderful’ combines vintage Guster with new sounds and themes
GUSTER
continued from page 5

as alumni. Ryan Miller, Adam
Gardner and Brian Rosenworcel
all graduated with the Class
of 1995. Along the way, they
picked up fellow member Joe
Pisapia, but he recently left the
band to tour with k.d. lang.
The group remains in a transitional phase right now, having
just welcomed Luke Reynolds
into the fold. Reynolds will be
touring with the band as they
promote their new album.
Guster’s long absence from
the recording world can be easily explained: babies. All three
core members of the group
became fathers over the past
four years, so they chose to take
time off from recording to start
their families. The new songs
represent a more mature band
and reflect the life experiences
that they all have accumulated.
“Easy Wonderful” is both
classic and adventurous Guster.
The inaugural track, “Architects
& Engineers,” flashes us back
to Guster’s previous studio
effort, “Ganging Up on the Sun”
(2006). The song is familiar and
sets the tone for the following
tracks, reminding fans of what
they love about the band and
also opening their minds to the
ever-broadening horizons of
Guster’s repertoire. “This Could
All Be Yours,” no doubt a dedication to the band members’
children, broaches the subject
of their personal lives while
keeping true to the essence of
their style.
The middle of the album
spans a broad range of styles,
titles, lyrics and messages.
Miller’s soulful voice carries
throughout the tracks, crooning about subjects varying from
biblical characters (“Stay with

Me Jesus,” “Jesus and Mary”) to
Roman mythology (“Hercules”)
and nautical themes (“On the
Ocean” and the bonus track
“Lost At Sea”).
The pinnacle of the album
is the final track, and it is a
true accomplishment for the
band. “Do What You Want” is
the most abstract song on the
album, shying away from what
Guster has in the past proven
to be their norm and exploring
a completely different realm of
music, echoing contemporaries
such as The Killers or Spoon.
The song starts out with a
synthesized beat, something
completely new for a band that
has previously been compared
to acts like Dave Matthews
Band and Dispatch. Fast-paced
lyrics and a completely outof-character guitar solo at the
end make “Do What You Want”
a unique entity among Guster’s
recordings, perhaps helping pave the way toward the
changing and evolving face of
the band.
A distinctive aspect of this
album’s release is its presence in the online community.
Teasers of songs and music videos appeared on Twitter and
Facebook and via e-mails from
the band for months prior to
the album’s release. And the
Wall Street Journal’s website
has the entire album available
for free streaming.
The band is also releasing 12 music videos for “Easy
Wonderful,” one for each song.
The videos are artistic interpretations — only one features the
band members themselves —
and each has a different director, making them distinctive
and creative. More than half of
the videos have been released
online and are available on

Guster’s Vimeo.com page.
The chorus of “Do What
You Want” claims, “No one’s
gonna care if we disappear.”
Judging by the band’s ability to
continually please loyal fans,

the opposite is true. Guster
has burst back onto the music
scene with an album that both
stays true to the image they
have projected over the past
20 years and simultaneously

explores new realms of music.
If these broadened horizons
are any indication of albums to
come, then Guster is certainly
helping to secure its legacy for
posterity in the music world.

AMAZON.COM

Guster’s musical range makes the band’s new album an engaging listen.
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The residents of Quahog, R.I., assemble in the ninth season of ‘Family Guy.’

Improved writing makes ‘Family Guy’ less reliant on crude humor
FAMILY GUY
continued from page 5

Guy’s” unique blend of blue
and black comedy that toyed
with perceptions of otherwise
serious aspects of culture.
Though “Family Guy” enjoyed
stellar reviews for its first few
seasons, critics began to focus
on the show’s inclusion of supposedly distasteful and crude
humor, which sent the animated series on a downhill trend
for years. It is only recently that
“Family Guy” has rebounded,
airing brilliant, superbly written episodes.
Lovers and haters of “Family
Guy” alike can agree that the
series abuses the types of comedy that it utilizes. First, con-

sider its use of blue comedy,
which can be defined as a type
of comedy that is off-color and
obscene. Episodes are often
filled with references to sex and
profanity; scenes regularly refer
to porn, prostitutes, sex, statutory rape and genitalia. Though
a small portion of viewers might
find these allusions hilarious,
others may view the show’s use
of them as cheap and offensive
for the sake of being offensive.
The show also exploits black
comedy, satire focused on topics and events that are usually
regarded as off-limits to comedic sitcoms. “Family Guy” often
ignores this taboo status and
treats relevant matters in an
unusually humorous or satirical

manner while actually retaining
their seriousness.
Many viewers and television
critics purport that “Family
Guy” has become mediocre
due to its dependency on crude
humor. Recent episodes refute
this claim by displaying sophisticated and appropriately highbrow humor.
This season’s premiere is the
epitome of such an episode. It
begins with a brilliantly nostalgic reference to 1980s Hollywood
introductions, complete with
corny classical music, absurdly
long credits and outdated camera angles. The artists even use
the parody as an opportunity
to display their impressive new
animation technology.

Star-studded cast keeps ‘Red’ from
being completely forgettable
RED
continued from page 5

film’s final revelation offers little
clarity. The confusion makes it
difficult to justify the complicated
journey.
WheredirectorRobertSchwentke
(“The Time Traveler’s Wife” (2009))

fails to lend clarity, he succeeds in
offering pure dynamite eye candy.
Bombs and crashes abound (the
CIA is far from subtle in this film),
and each character shoots approximately 30 million bullets into various cars and people.
Schwentke alternates between

RED-THEMOVIE.COM

Mary-Louise Parker stars as Sarah in the new film ‘Red.’

beautiful 360-degree shots and
close-ups so close the action
appears blurry. The effect is one
of stylized intensity, though, and
the film has a sense of maturity
within its fistfights.
Of course, the action involves
a serious suspension of one’s
understanding of the laws of
physics, but that unreality hardly detracts from the action.
None of the film’s villains
offer much in terms of character development. Karl Urban’s
(“Star Trek” (2009)) CIA villain
is mildly intimidating, but is not
given enough screen time to
offer sufficient explanation for
his actions. Talented actor Julian
McMahon of “Nip/Tuck” (200310) barely makes an appearance
as the vice president. A little
of his mischievousness would
have been much more interesting than Urban’s uninterestingly
mysterious CIA boss.
Retirement jokes abound,
sometimes with success. But the
film fails to do more than gently
poke at the humor of retired
men and women of action. The
subject is a relatively unexplored
one, but the film fails to take full
advantage of it. The over-burdened plot leaves little time for
the philosophic consideration of
life after the last mission.
For all of its shortcomings,
“Red” is still enjoyable, if not
distinctly understandable. It is
certainly not a stand-out film,
but action fans will get some
entertainment out of it.

The writers go on to present
an episode that exemplifies the
show’s strengths by involving all
the important characters, showing off the range of the voice
actors and creating a smooth
storyline.
The first third of this hourlong premiere is a bit slow
because it takes time to set up
the main storyline: an intriguing
murder mystery fashioned after
an Agatha Christie novel.
The plot unfolds when a mysterious person sends the entire
town of Quahog, or at least many
of the people we have seen in
the past nine years, to a weekend stay at a creepy mansion. As
soon as the guests arrive, people
start dying one by one, and the

goal of the episode becomes to
find the murderer before they all
become victims.
The second half is a skillfully
directed sequence of events that
puts the show on par with other
successful comedic sitcoms such
as “The Office,” “The Simpsons”
and “30 Rock.”
The episode as a whole is
thoughtful, suspenseful and
devoid of crude, “tasteless”
comedy. It proves that the foundational humor behind “Family
Guy” is not dependent on lines
containing endless obscenities
and profanities.
MacFarlane does not forget to
remind us that, contrary to popular belief, he is actually capable
of producing admirable scripts.
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FILM FESTIVAL
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FILM FESTIVAL

FILM FESTIVAL

FRESH SHRIMP PRODUCTION WITH KITTCO PICTURES “CHERRY”
KYLE GALLNER LAURA ALLEN BRITT ROBERTSON WITH MATT WALSH AND ESAI MORALES
MUSIC BY BOBBY JOHNSTON COSTUME DESIGNER ALICIA JOY RYDINGS EDITOR CINDY PARISOTTO
PRODUCTION DESIGNER JACK RYAN DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY MARVIN V. RUSH, ASC EXECUTIVE PRODUCER PAUL KURTA
PRODUCED BY SAM KITT MATTHEW FINE WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY JEFFREY FINE
CherryConfessionals.com CherryTheMovie.com
A

©CHERRYMOVIE LLC

STARTS
TOMORROW

SOMERVILLE
THEATRE
55 Davis Square, Somerville 617-625-5700
www.somervilletheatreonline.com
2:15, 4:40, 7:00, 9:40

Director JEFF FINE will appear after select
DIRECTOR Q&A
FRIDAY & SATURDAY! Fri. & Sat. shows! CHECK THEATRE FOR INFO!

Check Tomorrow’s Paper for EXCITING ‘CHERRY’ WEEKEND AFTER-PARTY NEWS!
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DOONESBURY

CROSSWORD

BY

GARRY TRUDEAU

NON SEQUITUR

BY

THURSDAY’S SOLUTION

MARRIED TO THE SEA

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Pitching a no-hitter in the playoffs

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Thursday’s Solution

Anna: “Ahh! I don’t want cookie recipes from
polygamists!”

Please recycle this Daily.
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Check out Jumbo Slice and The Score,
the Daily’s blogs that oﬀer up-to-theminute breaking news, photos, cartoons, sports coverage and more!

Jumbo Slice:
blogs.tuftsdaily.com
The Score:
blogs.tuftsdaily.com/thescore
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Undefeated Boise State Broncos to
face hurdles on road to championship
INSIDE NCAA
continued from page 12

which sits at the top of the Pac 10 standings. In fact, they have not lost to a team
from a BCS conference since 2007.
So where is the controversy? Well,
half of the country does not believe
this résumé merits consideration for
the National Championship Game,
even if the Broncos finish the regular season undefeated. They cite Boise
State’s weak conference, the Western
Athletic Conference (WAC), which only
includes one other ranked team, and
the Broncos’ easy schedule. They say
teams from the Pac-10, SEC, Big 12, and
Big 10 — even some that may end the
season with losses — are more deserving. After all, Alabama had to play three
straight ranked teams in the past three
weeks, something the Broncos would
never have to do.
But while you may hear this type of
reasoning from the guy sitting next to
you in lecture, you will not hear a word
from the coaches of the other programs
competing for those two priceless spots
in the title game. After all, Chip Kelly,
head coach of the No. 2 Oregon Ducks,
will not be sounding off after his team
was defeated just last year by a nearly identical Broncos squad. Nor will
you hear anything out of the No. 6
Oklahoma Sooners coach Bob Stoops,
whose squad lost to Boise State in the
2006 Fiesta Bowl.
To top it off, much of the talk about
Boise State’s weak schedule is a myth. Take
this past week for example. The Broncos
defeated Toledo by a large margin, while
fellow contenders Ohio State and Oregon
similarly dispatched Washington State
and Indiana. At face value, it would seem
that the Buckeyes and Ducks had more
impressive victories, as their opponents
are household names.
But taking a look at the situation statistically yields a different conclusion.
Computer rankings have Toledo at 57,
while Indiana and Washington State are

both below 80. In truth, it was Boise State
that had the most impressive victory.
A broader look at the teams’ schedules shows a similar trend. Assuming
Virginia finishes in the top 25, the
Broncos will likely have had three ranked
teams on their schedule. This compares
favorably to other undefeated top-10
squads, including the No. 1 Buckeyes
(two ranked teams to date), the Ducks
(three), No. 5 Nebraska (two), and No.
6 Oklahoma (three). What makes their
roads any tougher?
The exception to the rule is the SEC,
undoubtedly the toughest conference
in the nation. Yet with Alabama getting
knocked off, the conference may not
have an undefeated team to put into
the conversation. No. 7 Auburn and No.
9 LSU both appear to be pretenders,
barely scraping by each week. Alabama
and South Carolina are the stronger
teams, but each has a loss, which may
keep them out of contention.
If Ohio State and Oregon both remain
undefeated, they will likely surpass
Boise State by the end of the year. But
if either is defeated, the question would
likely be whether a one-loss squad is
more deserving than the Broncos. It is
tough to argue that a team that has not
lost in two years is less deserving than
one who lost in the last few months.
There is the possibility that Boise State
will be knocked off, ending the entire
debate. The Broncos will travel to Reno
on November 26 to take on No. 19 Nevada.
The Wolf Pack is soaring through its
schedule, and most impressively embarrassed California 52-31. A slip up from
Boise could be the end for the Broncos.
While the debate has created national
headlines and even made it into the
nation’s capital, the solution is simple
enough. Give the Broncos one chance
to prove themselves on January 10 in
Glendale, Arizona. If they lose, no one
will be able to question the system again.
But if they win, the whole country will be
forced to take notice.
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Housing

Across from Professors Row
6 BR, 2 bath w livingroom, hardwood floors throughout, ceramic
tile eat in kitchen, dishwasher,
refrigerator, washer/dryer, front/
rear porches, 4 car off st parking.
$4650/mo incl heat and hot water.
Avail 9/1/11. Call Bunny (954) 9424848

2, 4 and 6 BR Apt on Ossipee
Available June 1, 2011. For more
information call Maria at (781)
942-7625.
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Housing

Housing

College Ave 5 BR Apt
2 1/2 Baths, kitchen, living room,
off-street parking, w/d basement.
Available June 1, 2011. Rent:
$3250. First and last month rent
required. Tenants pay utilities.
Larger apts available. Call Guy
(617) 590-7656.

Don`t Wait - Will Not Last!
Two 3 BR, Two 4 BR, One 7 BR 2
Baths. Available June 1, 2011 to
May 31, 2012. Very convenient to
school. Call (617) 448-6233.

Wanted

-

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Become a California Cryobank
donor and earn up to $1,200/
month, receive free health and
infectious disease testing, and
help people fulfill their dreams
of starting a family. Convenient
Cambridge location. Apply online:
SPERMBANK.com

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Polar Bears
deal Jumbos
historic defeat
VOLLEYBALL
continued from page 12

“It was an upsetting, disappointing loss, because we played
our hearts out and were in a position to win,” Lord said. “We just
couldn’t pull it out as a team at
the end.”
Tufts was offensively limited in
the match without Updike, one
of their leaders on the court and a
NESCAC player of the week earlier
this season.
“It was difficult with Caitlin
missing,” Spieler said. “We rely
on her so much that we had to
change the way we usually play.”
Yet even without their star,
the team was in position to capture the match and views this
contest as one that they could
have easily won.
“We let them go on a run in
the last set,” Lord said. “It wasn’t
necessarily Caitlin’s injury that
caused us to lose.”
Fortunately for the Jumbos,
the top eight teams in the conference make the NESCAC tournament, and the teams in seventh
and eighth place have 2-4 and 1-6
records, respectively.
To ensure a high ranking for the
tournament, Tufts has to quickly
regroup and focus for the team’s
final two conference battles, both
of which take place this weekend
and — finally after three weeks
on the road — at home. First, the
Jumbos will battle the Williams
Ephs tonight in Cousens Gym.
Tomorrow, the team will take on
the 1-5 Hamilton Colonials, also
at home.
“We’re keeping our heads up
high going into this weekend,”
Spieler said. “It’ll be nice to return
to our home court.”

Jumbos look to reach .500, snap Bantams’ home win streak
FOOTBALL
continued from page 12

ball well. There are times when
you get to the point when you
have to change things up a bit,
but right now it’s more of a mentality thing.”
But against Bowdoin this past
Saturday, despite building up a
12-0 first-quarter lead, Tufts only
managed a 28-yard field goal
from junior Adam Auerbach for
the rest of the game, ultimately
falling 22-15.
“You have to put [the losses]
behind you, but that’s still easier said than done,” Samko said.
“We had the best practice of the
year [this week]. The enthusiasm was great. Sometimes you
drag and feel sorry for yourself, and they’re not, so I was
impressed by that.”
Coming off consecutive losses by a total of eight points
to Bates and Bowdoin, Tufts
will look to figure out the red
zone woes that have plagued
them in recent weeks. The special teams unit looked solid
throughout preseason play,
a 21-10 season-opening win
against Hamilton and the
Homecoming loss to Bates, but
faltered against Bowdoin with
two missed field goals and a
pair of blown extra points.
“I really thought we had
opportunities to win the last two
games, not that we should have
or not that they were a given,”
Samko said. “People are confident in this league, and we just
have to take advantage of those
things, and we didn’t. The trick is
trying to figure out why it didn’t
come together like that.”
Trinity enters tomorrow’s contest fresh off a 41-7 drubbing of
Hamilton, which more than made
up for the team’s struggles the
week prior in a 29-21 loss to undefeated Williams. Trinity has relied

JOSH BERLINGER/TUFTS DAILY

Tufts, pictured here playing Bates, will look to turn Trinity’s 36-game home winning streak on its head.
on a strong defense that leads the
NESCAC in turnover margin —
plus-6, including 10 interceptions
— and rush yards allowed — 41.7
per game — though its two victories have come in lopsided decisions to perennial bottom-feeders
Colby and Hamilton. Moreover,
the Jumbos are not a runningheavy team, having rushed the
ball a league-low 70 times.
“They’re physical and they’re
athletic, so they’re not that much
different than they normally are,”
Samko said. “We’ve beaten them
before and we can beat them
again. But we don’t have to play
over our heads or anything like
that; we just have to play.”

Any weaknesses that Trinity
has, of course, tend to go out the
window when the team returns
to Hartford, Conn., where they
haven’t lost since 2001. Tufts nearly ended that streak in 2008, but a
botched snap on an extra point
in overtime resulted in a 28-27
Trinity win.
“Trinity’s one of the best programs in the conference, and year
in and year out, anytime you can
beat a team like that is exciting,”
Fucillo said. “Especially because
we’re 1-2, something like that can
really fire up the team and get the
season rolling. On both sides of
the ball, Trinity’s great.”
The closeness of the Jumbos’

two losses this season, however,
has lingered in the team’s mind
throughout the week, even as the
squad tries to rally past its first 1-2
start since 2004.
“I think guys have done a good
job of getting together and keeping a positive attitude in the locker room,” Fucillo said. “It stinks
because I think we’ve been one
play away from being 3-0, which
is the most frustrating part.”
“Keeping a positive attitude is
huge, especially in this situation,”
he added. “It’s easy to get down
on yourself and on the team. I’m
going into this game like any
other one, and trying to get
spirits high on the field.”

Editors' Challenge | Week 6
We’ve got sunny days, keeping the clouds away. And we’re on our way to where the NFL
gurus are really sweet. Can you tell me how to get, how to get to the residence of the greatest
football pickers this side of PBS? This week’s edition of Editors’ Challenge has been provided by
the Corporation for Public Prognosticating with financial support from Readers Like You.
Thank you.
Kicking off Week 6 of the Editors’ Challenge, once again, is Jeremy “Big Bird” Greenhouse, whose 7-7
Week 5 was enough to maintain his small stranglehold on first place. The defending champion has taken
a pretty comfortable nesting position in the top spot and will look to continue his success this week.
Sunday and Monday will be two big days for Ethan “Telly Monster” Sturm, whose picks differ from Greenhouse’s in six instances. The newbie to the Street is currently in second place and
vaulted up the most recent standings thanks to a 9-5 Week 5. His 46-30 overall mark is only
one game back from the flightless Greenhouse.
Sitting alone in third place is Noah “Count Von Count” Schumer, who used a 10-4 mark
this past week to surge up to a 45-31 overall record, and is now just two back from first place.
Two. Two games. Ah-ha-ha. Ha. Ha.
OVERALL RECORD
LAST WEEK

Jeremy

Ethan

Noah

47-29
7-7

46-30
9-5

45-31
10-4

Philadelphia
Philadelphia
Atlanta
Atlanta at Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Cleveland at Pittsburgh
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Seattle at Chicago
Miami
Green Bay
Green Bay
Miami at Green Bay
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
Detroit at NY Giants
New Orleans New Orleans
New Orleans at Tampa Bay Tampa Bay
San Diego
San Diego
St. Louis
San Diego at St. Louis
Kansas City
Houston
Kansas City
Kansas City at Houston
Baltimore New England
Baltimore at New England New England
Oakland
San Francisco
Oakland
Oakland at San Francisco
NY Jets
NY Jets
Denver
NY Jets at Denver
Dallas
Minnesota
Minnesota
Dallas at Minnesota
Indianapolis Washington
Indianapolis at Washington Indianapolis
Tennessee
Tennessee
Jacksonville
Tennessee at Jacksonville

Steve
44-32
8-6
Atlanta
Pittsburgh
Chicago
Miami
NY Giants
New Orleans
San Diego
Houston
New England
San Francisco
NY Jets
Minnesota
Indianapolis
Tennessee

Alone in fourth place, solemnly sitting in his studio of creation, is Steve “Jim Henson” Smith,
whose 8-6 mark was just enough to stay ahead of a trio of pickers stuck in fifth.
There, the fastest riser is Claire “Bert” Kemp, whose wise ways yielded a 9-5 Week 5 and
a 43-33 overall mark. Alex “Cookie Monster” Lach munched his way into the middle of the
pack, but came to a standstill after a .500 mark this past week. And then there’s Alex “Oscar
the Grouch” Prewitt, who has more than enough cause to hide in his trash can after a weeklow 5-9 record. Prewitt, it seems, had as much difficulty picking games this week as he did
writing his name when he was in preschool.
Further down on the list in eighth place is Phil “Elmo” Dear, who might have to tickle the
rest of the editors to death if he is to have any hope of making up the five-game difference
between him and first place. In a two-way tie for ninth are Daniel “Grover” Rathman and
Lauren “Ernie” Flament, while Ben “Snuffleupagus” Kochman’s picking ability is inversely proportional to his trunk size. He’s still in last place and, after a 6-8 Week 5, is back to .500 overall.
Guest-picking this week is Josh “The Twiddlebugs” Berlinger, who isn’t nearly as sexual as his
nickname suggests. Or is he...?

Alex L.

Alex P.

Claire

Phil

Daniel

Lauren

Ben

43-33
7-7

43-33
5-9

43-33
9-5

42-32
7-7

40-36
6-8

40-36
7-7

38-38
6-8

GUEST
Josh
Berlinger

Atlanta
Atlanta
Philadelphia
Atlanta
Philadelphia
Atlanta
Philadelphia
Atlanta
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Green Bay
Miami
Green Bay
Green Bay
Green Bay
Miami
Green Bay
Green Bay
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
New Orleans New Orleans New Orleans New Orleans Tampa Bay New Orleans New Orleans New Orleans
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
Houston
Houston
Houston
Houston
Houston
Kansas City
Houston
Houston
New England New England
Baltimore
New England
Baltimore
New England
Baltimore New England
San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco
NY Jets
NY Jets
NY Jets
NY Jets
NY Jets
NY Jets
NY Jets
NY Jets
Dallas
Minnesota
Minnesota
Minnesota
Minnesota
Dallas
Dallas
Minnesota
Indianapolis
Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Indianapolis Indianapolis
Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
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VOLLEYBALL

Tufts falls to Bowdoin for first time since NESCAC’s inception
Polar Bears come from behind to nip the Jumbos in five-set thriller on Wednesday
BY

DAVID MCINTYRE
Daily Staff Writer

Coming off two disappointing
defeats over the weekend against
Middlebury and Amherst that
Volleyball
(5-3 NESCAC, 14-6 Overall)
at Brunswick, ME., Wednesday
Tufts
25 25 16 22 13 --- 2
Bowdoin 16 19 25 25 25 --- 3
dropped it to 5-2 in the NESCAC,
the Tufts volleyball team desperately needed a bounce-back win
Wednesday night in a road match
at Bowdoin.
But after dropping a five-set
thriller in which they were originally up two sets and later were
two points from the match, the
Jumbos left the Pine Tree State
empty-handed and even further
south in the NESCAC standings.
Playing without senior quadcaptain Caitlin Updike, who was
hobbled with a sprained ankle,
Tufts jumped out to a fast start,
capturing the first set by a count of
25-16 and pressing their advantage
with a 25-19 victory in the second
frame. Victory was nearly at hand
for the Jumbos, who entered the
match with a 14-5 overall record.
But the Polar Bears would not go
easily, rallying for a fairly easy 25-16
third set win and a 25-22 triumph
in the fourth frame.
Often, after such a grueling
match, the decisive conclusion

can be anti-climactic, yet this
fifth set lived up to the expectations of the large crowd in Morrell
Gymnasium, as the teams traded
leads until Tufts was able to wrest
control at 13-10.
With their backs against the
wall, the Polar Bears confidently
gathered themselves again, reeling
off five points in a row and icing
Tufts with a block by freshman
Ellie Brennan, who finished the
match with 10 kills and two blocks.
Bowdoin’s win was its first against
Tufts since the inception of the
NESCAC in 2000.
Tufts’ disappointing result hides
the fact that some team members
clearly had their best games of the
season. Sophomore setter Kendall
Lord especially shined, finishing
with an astounding season-high
47 assists, in addition to 12 digs
and four aces. Junior Cara Spieler
also added 13 kills and 19 digs in
the loss.
“We didn’t actually play that
badly,” Spieler said, “We were
communicating well but just
made some stupid mistakes at
key moments, which let us down
in the end.”
These mistakes were costly,
as the Bowdoin loss gives Tufts
a three-game NESCAC losing
streak and pushes its conference standing to sixth, making
the team’s early season goal of
hosting the NESCAC tournament
highly improbable.

JAMES CHOCA/TUFTS DAILY

see VOLLEYBALL, page 11

Sophomore setter Kendall Lord enjoyed her best performance of the season amid the Jumbos’ losing effort
against the Polar Bears.

FOOTBALL

INSIDE NCAA FOOTBALL

Tufts could
snap Trinity’s
home streak

Boise State Broncos may buck BCS

Undefeated team still faces hurdles to play in National Championship
BY

ETHAN STURM

Daily Editorial Board

Take a look at a congressperson’s
agenda, and you will likely see a list of
the important issues of the day: the Gulf
Oil Spill, the economy, the Iraq War, and
… the Boise State football team.
It is a testament to the magnitude of
the greatest debate in sports that the
nation’s government has taken notice.
The House Energy and Commerce
Committee is looking to have the IRS
review the tax-exempt status of the
BCS bowls in an effort to eventually
eliminate them entirely in favor of a
playoff system that would benefit nonBCS schools like Boise State. This latest
piece of legislation is hitting the floor at
the apex of the controversy, as Alabama,
which was No. 1 in the country, fell this
past weekend, and reports are leaking
that the Broncos will be No. 1 in the
first BCS rankings of the season, due to
come out next week.
For those living under a rock, it’s time
to get acquainted with the No. 3 Boise
State Broncos, the most controversial
athletes since Barry Bonds.
They are winners of 19 straight games
dating back to last season. They returned
21 of 22 starters from last year’s Fiesta
Bowl winning side, including Heisman
candidate Kellen Moore, who in five
games has thrown for 1,336 yards and
14 touchdowns while only tossing one
interception. His 183.3 passer rating
leads the nation.
They opened the season by defeating
Virginia Tech — which many analysts
consider the favorite to win the ACC —
in a virtual home game for the Hokies,
and followed it up three weeks later by
convincingly taking down Oregon State,
see INSIDE NCAA, page 10

BY

ALEX PREWITT

Daily Editorial Board

MCT

Undefeated Boise State’s Heisman candidate and star QB Kellen Moore may have an astronomical passer rating with 14 touchdowns in five games, but the Broncos still have a ways
to go in convincing the BCS that they are worthy of a shot at the Title.

Two weeks ago, the football team was
on the wrong end of a broken streak when
Bates beat Tufts for the first time since
1985. Tomorrow, the Jumbos have a shot
at turning the tables when they visit the
Trinity Bantams, winners of 36 straight at
Jessee/Miller Field, for the chance to move
to .500 and snap the Bantams’ nine-year
unblemished home mark.
“Guys are really excited this week, and
I think we have an opportunity to do
something special,” senior quarterback
Anthony Fucillo said. “A win would mean
a lot to everyone and to this program.”
On paper, Tufts has had very little
trouble putting up gaudy digits in the
box score. Playing in coach Bill Samko’s
new spread offense, Fucillo over the first
three weeks of the season has shattered
the single-game school records for yards,
completions and attempts. Buoyed by the
NESCAC’s second-best pass-offense ranking, seniors Greg Stewart, Billy Mahler
and Pat Bailey all rank in the top 10 in the
conference in receptions. The Jumbos also
boast the conference’s top pass defense.
According to Fucillo, the problems
the team has faced thus far, especially
in scoring, rest not in any systematic
faults or in the personnel, but rather are
a result of simply not putting it together
at the right time.
“I really think we have some of the
best weapons in the league,” Fucillo said.
“I don’t think it’s anyone’s personal fault
that we’re not scoring. Our offense [and]
the system is great, and we’re moving the
see FOOTBALL, page 11

