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Jonglei Elections High Committee Final Report.

Introduction
Jonglei State is one of the largest states in the Sudan and transportation of both the pzople and
materials is difficult by land, by river and by air. Some of the locations in the state can only be
reached by air, for instance Boma, Pochalla, Akobo, Pigi, Fangak and others. There is also the
difficulty of getting cars to be hired to move to counties that can be reached by land.
J ‘nglel is not covered by communication network; the only place covered is Bor Town which does
not cover places ten kilometers away from the centre of the town.
iThe above mentioned difficulties were the main factors in all the elections process in Jonglei

state.
‘ Establishment of the High Elections Committee
embers of the Elections High Committee for the state were selected by the members of the
NF,C. The NEC used their own criteria of selection- qualifications, experience and moral integrity
and honesty.
C:]rientation Conference for the members of the SHCS was conducted in Khartoum on 16" — 18"
June, 2009.

- We were asked to report to our states and to start work immediately.

- We reported to Bor and started work immediately.

- Late Martin Latigo the Chief Returning Officer passed away in August before arrival in
Bor and his successor Johnson Naji Dorong was chosen immediately by the NEC.

ifficulties we encountered at the start of the work.
- Office Accommodation , our communication between us and NEC

= Lack of equipment
- Problem of transfer of funds due to lack of Bank in Bor Town.

= There is no functioning bank in Bor , the capital of Jonglei State, we have been forced to
open our bank account with the bank of Southern Sudan (BOSS) in Juba.

- Difficulties of bringing huge sum of money during the phases of voter registration and
polling period.

marcation of the Constituencies. ,
Nﬁ proper maps showing the locations of counties, payams, and bomas. Government should do

re to do the mapping for all the states in Southern Sudan. '
We used the population figures provided by the census .Ethnic identities wanted to have
geographical constituency of their own when their population could not give them a geographical
constituency. The Time frame for doing the work was short and no facilities for doing the work. It
was during the rainy season and transportation was difficult.




Voters Registration.

Appointment of Constituency Elections Officer (CEOS)

Difference of political parties did not appear, all work as communities during voter
registration.

Transportation from the constituency to the headquarter of the state Bor was difficult as
mention above.

Publication Electoral Register

Publication of electoral register went well without problem, and the final voter electoral register
turned out to be very nice during voting.

General Issues

The visit of NEC officials gave solution to problem on the spot and raised the moral of the
members of the SHC.

Training for the CEOS and polling staff in Juba and Bor was good.
Training of the polling staff was not proper due to level of education of the staff recruited.
Voter education was not done to the level of expectation as mentioned above.

The presence of Local and International observers reinforced confidence in the voters, the
candidate and the population in the credibility of the elections. The only problem was that
they remained in state HQRS and did not visit the remote areas.

The Elections High Committee had a closed working relationship wnh the elections
security committee of the state. We had also enjoyed the moral support of the care taker
Government of the State.

Training of the security personnel was done properly but the number of policemen
deployed at the polling stations was not enough.

The support and assistance provided by the EAD/UNMIS and UN made the electoral
process to succeed. The Only problem was the beauracy of the UN, where decision
regarding the transportation of the members of SHC has to be taken from Khartoum or
New York.

The ware house established was adequate for the work needed. The logistical facilitation
provided was satisfactory. distribution of elections materials was hampered by difficulties
of transportation by air, land and river.

SllbmlSSl()ll of nominations HDDIICEIthl'lS

Good number of people were enthusiastic to present themselves for nomination in order to
be selected as members of the Legislative Assemblies.

Some of the candidates did not fulfill the requirements set forth by National Act.
Some of them did filled the forms properly.

Some of them the were disqualified, they did not meet the requirements.

The closing date of the submission was met.
All went according to the time frame.



Candidates Symbols.

Candidates were to provide their own symbols, which they did, but was abandoned by
NEC.

The NEC provided symbols from which the candidates were to choose.

The symbols chosen and designed by the NEC were not the type the people were familiar
with in the South.

Some of the symbols could be changed by the change of one letter e.g. ball and bell,
which was a cause of some problems.

Design and Revision of polling cards.

The original colours chosen were not applied, namely the one Nat:lonaI Assembly was
violet different from the original intended red colour.

The ballot paper of the president of Republic was written in Arabic anall most of the people
in the South do not read Arabic.

Electoral campaign went on well with close cooperation between the SHC and the
political parties.

Communication:-

Coordination with media houses:-we had coordination with the media houses. We used to
provide them with the relevant information at every level of the electoral process for
instance Radio Omdurman, Miraya FM, Jonglei Radio FM, Southern Sudan Television
and others.

We had a good communication with political parties and meetings were conducted
between SHC and the political parties. '

We conducted a seminar about the role of the political parties, security and enlightenment
of the voters.

The police took an active part in the escort of the elections materials; Guarding of the
elections materials in the warehouses and the police was deployed at the various polling
stations for the protection of the elections materials during the polling process.

The judiciary dealt with cases of objections which were very few. Those cases were
looked into by the SHC and Competent Court and finalized them successfully.

Preparation of the Polling Phase:-

The selection of the locations of the polling centres was based on the locations of the voter
registration centres were merged based on 1,000 voters per a polling centre.

Field visits were carried out in areas which were accessible by road. The list of the polling
centres was made public to all the constituencies.

During Polling.

1e Elections High Committee of Jonglei State have identified the following problems during
polling:-

a) Transportation and communication.

b) Security

Ly



C) Non-Availability of funds for hire of chairs, tables and tents.
d) Voting of the majority of illiterate people

6‘) The majorities of the people in Jonglei State are nomads and have gone away
from where they were registered.

The following group of people did not vote while some of them worked with

Elections High Committee of Jonglei State:-

1. Security personnel who were away from places of registration.
1.  Students who were away from their original places of studies
iil.  Nomads who were away from their original homes
V.  Some of those who lost their slips

V.  New arrivals who are coming back from exile and internally displaced
persons to their original home areas

The final phase of the polling process.
Sorting and counting.
Sorting and counting of the ballot papers was carried out in the polling stations by the polling staff.
Results of the elections after sorting and counting were made public in most of the polling
stations. In some of the polling stations the results of the elections were not made public by the

respective polling staff.

The submission of the final Results.
The polling staff put the elections results and the Temper Evident bag 1 with the original form 9 in
sealed ballot boxes and were brought direct to the SHC warehouse without giving them to the
National CEO, who would in turn hand it over to the Chief Returning Officer.

The Constituency Election Officer of the State Geographical could not accompary the
Elections materials to the State capital Bor due to shortage of space inside the UN provided
Helicopters that were retrieving the most sensitive elections materials from the polling stations. It
made it difficult for us to obtain the results from the sealed ballot boxes which was the cause of the
delay of the elections results of Jonglei State.

Postponed Elections.
State Geographical Constituency No.27 of Athoc North of Bor County of Jonglei State was
cancelled by the NEC. The reason was that one of the candidates wrote to the NEC complaining
about having been given a symbol which was not his originally intended symbol. There shall be
reprinting of the ballot papers because of the change of symbols.

The Manpower.
The State High Committee responsible for organization of elections in Jonglei State was composed
of six (06) members. The members of the SHC committee functioned as an harmonious teams
which is the main reason that made them to succeed in accomplishing their mission. There were
fifty five (55) Constituency Elections Officers and were engaged for elections work on the 230
Oct, 2009. They have not yet received their salaries for the month of Aprils, 2010 and their post
elections work monetary benefits.




Committee Recommendations.
The members of the State High Committee responsible for the organization of elections in Jonglei
State Recommends that some of the members of the State High Committee should be retained by
the NEC to function as State Elections Unit which shall continue to work under the NEC. This unit
may be made to be responsible for conducting the exercise of the Forthcoming National
Referendum in Southern Sudan in consultation with the Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS)
and the Authorities of Jonglei State.

Conclusion.
The members of the State High Committee have enjoyed a good working relationship with the
National Elections Commission and they are very thankful to the NEC in Khartoum. Lastly but not
the least we would like to extend our thanks and gratitude to the members of the teams of Electoral
Assistance Department of United Nations Mission in Sudan for their invaluable pieces of Advice
and assistance which they have been rendering under very difficult working conditions.
|

Below is the data summary for the April 2010 Election.

1. Total registered as per the 2008 population Census 1,358,602.

2. Total number of registration center 324.

3. Total number of registered voters 600,000.

4, Total number of polling centers 600.

5. Total number of polling stations 669.

6. Total number of voters during the 2010 Election will be calculated after the Election of the

postponed geographical constituency number 27 Athoc North.
Attachments.

1. Demarcation of Geographical constituencies in Jonglei State.
2. Summary of various election levels in Jonglei State.

3. Summary of the Nomination by parties.
pe

. Winners of the April 2010 Election in Jonglei State.
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