ae st

TigeNew York @mﬂ

4@ 3ovd

e
L ‘} Ry

~

i, .‘: .+ 1 JOYCE PUHNICK R
R Metro Mattcrs

\ OCTG'RS and sclentists ite lhrillecl ;
with New York's new taxun cigas ;
# rettes, and with good reagon, Once
er tax kicks In, cigarettes in New -
1l be more axpennivn than any-
ry. The price will in- ;'
ly tirn aome smokers Into nonsmoks -
ers gad deter many yrung people from
e \cking up one of those noddous weeds, ..
St B. If the medical community and law-

. rs wio approved thenew tax aren't '

me y ones cheering. .
Lnrryﬁnllagh. propriemr ofa :
2 shop an it Indian reservation in .
k. near Buffalo. Customers at his shop -

donet pay taxes, 5o the State Legislature - |
dade him one happy fellow, “Cod bless
v gald Mr. Bellagh, a memberof the %
. pda nathm, “Every time they doit, -
LI mardpeople come,” ha aaid, refarring to -

gikes thera 16 some indlcation that anins |
gz in pricea dows encourage a certain - !
Rer of people to quit, which mayhe s |
good thing. But New York §tate texes
mek§ our product more ativactive.” ;
. It ldseem 20, Thafolks at the Shinne- |
'-: moke Shop in Somthampton houghta
Rhge ad in The New York Post vecently
sttated with an Indian in [eathered
eadyross, And the Web is crowded with

cig arftte come-ons. Just one siie - :
webPaster@discount-cigareites.org/ —
lists3creen after sereen of vendars, from -
dian.com to SmokemCheap.com,

i {rom the small mom-and-pop opera-
tion {n the established business enterprise,
wnideYsell traditional stoves by at least $10,
aelll tnp brands for $22.35 to $24.99 a car-

so e smoke shops

| . ’ . . i
smol?a sthrein Shlﬂay, Long Island, where,
severs] stnoke shops dot sobirhas sireets,
stocks up every month, “I'z abig saving »

hﬂ liwhynnt"!" R T
S Indlans ﬁres\:ppnﬁadmpay ama
"' g [poal tages in reservation shaps, but...

o not, anid now the Internet brings the

i - faxee benefits of reservation shopp:
‘“‘i ‘ymakers without chrsti. . ik
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* . In Biighamton apd other towns nenr Penn-

gislasure’s dectsion to raisethetax.  § -

. ol manlurthenepublicanmjoﬂtyln '

- u¢ i
-

¢ With the tax soon almoat doubling tol}:~ /7
$i. 1A pnck. cigarettes will cost mere in” 3 : "
levdork than anywhere else tnthwmm—

JEbaut §4 1 pack and $42 a cartonin” .
ewarork Cliy. The incéntive to tind bar-
_ gainliwill be greated fhan ever ~ as will
rfceiitive 1o provide those bargains,
ehier 8 lew troubling predictions along -

iten, People w_ith coiwventionai etares .

8yiviia, wheye the taxes are lower, wnrry
hoitf lasing customers. .

3 Nobody keéps reliable stat{!ﬁcs bllt entt: -
tnatel are that tax-free sules online and in
reservetion shopa new account for a very
smal) percentage of ciga salet. Tha
samifor the black market. But there are -

arowth,
arding to the federal Burean of Alcn-
hnl, bacco and Firearms, states with the
cigarette taxes in 1988 were losing -
S tion e year in potentisl tax reve- - -
n amuggling. After Maryland raised
last year to 68 cents a pack from 38
eent dtate authuritlen gaid that In three
- lﬁ_ s, they m&da more arresta for cign-
retpsmuggling (nine) thaninthe entire
pre us year (five). In previous yeats,
New York raised taxes much bigher
;han eighborjng states, trucklonds of clga-.
rettef were smugglad in from stutes Wlth
lnwe tawes. - .

T E newtax lamhelptoﬁnanne
:1 health care coverage for uptoone
million nninsyred New Yatrkers. It
fiany sules go untaxed, then what? -
things ace going to happen for the
L , but we are concerned aboupt un-
collagted tms," sajd Jotin MeCrrdie, a
® Senate. “Tt's a mixed bag,”*
h Conway, spokesman for Gov.
Gho tge E. Pataki's budget divisian, satd
thet the budget oftice considered nncallest.”
5 end potential declines in smoking -
cutationa. He soid detatls would
wait until the governor'a budget
pres@ntation laser this month. - ‘
» m} ¥_Michael Cummings, with the Staw
Depbnment of Health's Reswell Park Can
‘ver Igstitute in Butlalo, sald what matters
' cigarerte smoirrg will declite.
there ars peaple who will buy on the
et and on Indian ressévations, buta
rtion? No, Willthe tsx have a de- -
moking? Yes.".

went up, Nohody can sy with cer-
, though, whether those figures repra.
. gentell fewar smoKers, or more enterpris-
ing sHoppers:
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