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Join
THE

PRIMARY
SOURCE.

Put your photography, writing, editing, arts, cartoon,
humor, business, and lay-out skills to work. New members are
welcome at any of our weekly meetings, Tuesdays at 9:00 PM in

the Campus Center’s Zamparelli Room.

For more information, call Alyssa at
627-7408 or e-mail us:

SOURCE@
sardonyx.
tufts.
edu

It’s true. We’re not just a
magazine. We’re a support group for
lovers of liberty as well as a bona fide
jolly good time. A SOURCE production

weekend may be filled with blood,
sweat, toil, and tears, but for dis-

gruntled
refugees of P-Row we can

guarantee that it won’t be filled with
warm Natty Lite.

Enjoy the finer
things in life...
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THE PRIMARY SOURCE

THE JOURNAL OF CONSERVATIVE

THOUGHT AT TUFTS UNIVERSITY

ALYSSA HEUMANN

Editor-in-Chief

For seventeen years, THE PRIMARY

SOURCE has graced Tufts’ Walnut Hill
campus. And in this relatively short amount
of time, the publication has grown from a
flimsy page of newsprint to an impressive
bi-weekly journal. However, this vast im-
provement is not due to a political re-align-
ment on the part of the student body, nor a
drastic increase in our Senate-allocated
budget. Indeed, with each passing year, it
becomes more difficult to be the “voice of
reason” on a campus fraught with grow-
ing intolerance. Those who preach sensi-
tivity to the oppressed have obviously
never been conservatives on a left-wing
college campus.

Who would have thought that one
little magazine could consternate an en-
tire university? In its seventeen years, the
SOURCE has stirred up more than it’s fare
share of campus controversy. The maga-
zine has survived de-funding, budget slash-
ing, de-recognition, and entire issues be-
ing thrown out. In the last few years, the
SOURCE was embroiled in a budget contro-
versy in which it had to justify its exist-
ence to the TCU Senate and Allocations
Board. According to it’s own harassment
policy, it sometimes seems like the univer-
sity itself creates a pervasively hostile en-
vironment for some of its students. Unfor-
tunately, conservatives do not seem to fall
under the protection of such policies.

Just thirty years ago, our parents were
students at some of the same universities
we attend. Minority students were gaining
access to the same educational resources
and privilege as their majority counterparts.
A war raged under protest in Southeast
Asia. Race riots, protests, sit-ins and rallies
were commonplace at universities across
the country. Students loudly made their
causes and opinions known to anyone who
would listen. The freedom of speech of
these “radical” groups was never in doubt,
their rights not in danger of being rescinded.
Though student beliefs may not have been
shared by the majority, academics
understood the value of hearing any and all
points of view on an issue.

Flash forward to 1999. On college
campuses across the country, students are
being prosecuted under vague “harassment”

policies which limit their rights to speak
their minds and express themselves. The
Tufts campus itself was home to restrictive
speech codes, which divided the campus
into “free speech” and “non free speech”
zones. The same academics who so loudly
trumpeted the cause of free speech now
support policies which assure students
freedom from such speech. Instead of
empowering minorities, the university
treats them as children who must be
protected from the words and actions of
others. The same discomfort elicited by
“radical” speech, deemed productive in the
sixties and seventies, is now seen as a
grievous wrong. Heaven forbid a student
should have his beliefs challenged in an
institution of higher learning, or have the
ability to speak his mind.

Enter The SOURCE. Through the years,
our presence on the Tufts campus has
provided reassurance to those who
disagree with prevailing ideologies. Our
magazine provides a necessary space for
free and open thought, humor and political
journalism. At our weekly meetings, one
will find that our staffers disagree just as
much with each other as with the rest of
the campus. However, we believe that it is
precisely this disagreement and dialogue
which leads to a superior product. I invite
you to compare the quality of our journal
to that of any student publication on the
Tufts campus.

The Source has earned numerous
accolades for outstanding journalism. The
Collegiate Network honored us in 1997-
98 with their “Incentive to Excellence”
award. That same year, we were named
one of the nation’s top four campus
journals by National Review magazine.
While many campuses across the country
are home to conservative publications,
few publish with the frequency and
consistency of the Source.

I end with an open invitation to attend
our weekly meetings. If you have
something to say, and are not sure where
to stick it, chances are it belongs in the
pages of the
SOURCE.

From the Editor
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CRAIG WALDMAN

Managing Editors
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THE PRIMARY SOURCE IS A NON-PROFIT, STUDENT PUB-
LICATION OF TUFTS UNIVERSITY. THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN

ARTICLES, FEATURES, PHOTOS, CARTOONS, OR ADVERTISEMENTS

ARE SOLELY THOSE OF THE INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR(S) OR SPONSOR(S)
AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OF THE EDITORS OR

THE STAFF. TUFTS UNIVERSITY IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
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SOURCE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENT OF TUFTS UNIVERSITY.
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INDIVIDUAL WRITER CONCERNING WORK PUBLISHED IN THE

PRIMARY SOURCE MAY BE PUBLISHED ON THE LETTERS PAGE.
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Veritas Sine Dolo
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Everything You Always Wanted to Know About
*But Everyone Else Was Afraid to Tell You

Make checks payable to:
THE PRIMARY SOURCE

Mayer Campus Center
Tufts University

Medford, MA 02155

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

*But Everyone Else Was Afraid to Tell You SM

Get the finest (not to mention most forthright and telling)
account of affairs at Tufts and elsewhere delivered to your doorstep.

For a tax-deductible contribution of $30 or more you can receive a full
academic year’s subscription via first class delivery.

YES, I’ll gladly support Tufts’ Journal of Conservative Thought!
Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of $                      .

SM

Letters

THE PRIMARY SOURCE

Tufts*

THE SOURCE Welcomes All Letters to the Editor

Please address all correspondence to source@sardonyx.tufts.edu

Friends, Jumbos, Hocks of Ham,

I have just finished giving the online edition [editor's
note: http://ase.tufts.edu/primarysource] a good
looking at and have concluded that it contains the
following notable deficiencies:

1. There are only two articles I wrote on it.
2. I didn’t help Levenberg with the design, and it

shows.
3. What about Fortnight and Elephant? The first is

the best part of an issue, and since the second was
my creation, it too is quite valuable.

4. My article on why drinking is good, which is by
all rights a classic, cannot be found in the “Source
Classics” section.

5. Where are all of Delaney’s articles about
Catholicism?

I am giving you all one month to correct these
omissions.  Otherwise, no more donations!

Seriously though...

It is impressive in more ways than I care to enumerate.
But I do mean it about Fortnight, though I have
noticed you kids aren’t very good at writing the jokes
anymore.  You don’t drink enough to be as funny as we
were, but you do get into better law schools.

Also, are you people taking good care of The Brick?
You may not know it, but The Block was not the first
inanimate object to capture the hearts of the staff.

Whatever.

Colin Kingsbury, LA ’98
Boston, MA

Mr. Kingsbury is a former SOURCE Managing Editor.

Constructive Criticism?
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Commentary

Once again, liberal advocacy groups have managed to place
their own interests above those of children when it comes to

school voucher programs. On August 24th, a federal judge halted
Ohio’s school voucher program. His line of reasoning was that the
program violated the separation of church and state. On the 27th,
he reversed his opinion, and has now allowed students in the
program to remain involved until the issue comes to trial. Those
students who were to enter the voucher program this year will have
their participation postponed until further notice.

Liberal organizations such as the National Education Associa-
tion (NEA) are joined by watchdog groups such as the Americans
United for Separation of Church and State in opposition to school
choice. The anti-voucher effort helps poor teachers and hurts bright
students. The NEA opposes school vouchers for one simple reason:
it is a union made up of public school teachers who fear the loss of
their jobs. The Americans United for Separation of Church and
State opposes vouchers because it believes that anything that could
be religious, regardless of whether the state endorses it, must be
avoided. Neither organization takes into the account the future of
Ohio’s children.

Because of the NEA and Americans United for Separation of
Church and State, the plaintiffs in the anti-voucher lawsuit, chil-
dren in Ohio are not receiving the best education possible. For the
most part, the students who would be beneficiaries of the voucher
program are the underprivileged, who now have no option but to
turn to a decaying public school system. On average, families who
receive vouchers under the Cleveland voucher program have an
annual household income of less than $7,000. Even the more

capable students who could have competed at private schools are
forced to return to the inadequate public school systems of the
inner-cities due to lack of funding. Some of the city’s most
promising students are trapped in the public school system,
keeping the classrooms full. The result is that the NEA has
protected its members— the teachers—and they could not be
happier.

This past summer produced a new milestone in American
national security. Congress passed a law urging the military

to create a National Missile Defense (NMD) system as quickly as
military technicians can design one. This system is intended to
protect the United States from ballistic missile attacks by rogue
nations, as well as any accidental or unauthorized missile launches.

Most U.S. citizens would be shocked to learn that the United
States currently has no capability to destroy incoming ballistic
missiles. This makes the United States completely vulnerable to
any nation which possesses a ballistic missile capable of reaching
our national borders. This situation continues to be a thorn in the
side of U.S. foreign policy initiatives, making arms reduction
negotiation difficult.

The number of nations with Ballistic Missile capabilities will
increase as we enter the twenty-first century. The Anti-Ballistic
Missile Defense Treaty (ABM) of 1972 was a mistake that tied
our hands for years. Reagan, upon becoming President, was
willing to get rid of such an outdated agreement if the United
States could have produced an effective NMD system. Unfortu-
nately it was not possible to construct such a system in the 1980s.
Today, however, the United States stands on the brink of the

technological know-how to create an
NMD system. Over the summer the
army’s Theater High Altitude Area De-
fense (THAAD) system scored two
successful hits. This prototype was able
to intercept and hit another missile trav-
eling at over three miles per second, a
feat advocates of arms control previ-
ously considered an impossibility.

It is now time for the United
States to scrap the ABM treaty of
1972. The treaty was made with an
“evil empire” that no longer exists. It
is the Clinton administration’s love
of arms control and its adherence to
an outdated treaty, no longer legally
binding, that keeps the United States
from being able to fully develop an
NMD system. The law passed by
Congress this summer, which the
Clinton administration was forced to
sign will assure the United States a
powerful position in international
arms negotiation.

Voucher Blues

Missile Defense
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Recently, the Kansas Board of Education voted to
 no longer  allow the teaching of evolution in

public schools. The decision was made on the grounds
of maintaining the separation of church and state.
Many citizens believed that teaching evolution and
not creationism was an affront to their religion. Many
people in Kansas strongly believe that the earth was
a divine creation and that evolution cannot be respon-
sible for the existence of our universe. So the Kansas
Board of Education has decided that rather than
teaching creationism and evolution side by side, the
issue is better left to be resolved at home. It has now
become the parents’ choice whether or not to teach
evolution to their children. In making this decision,
Kansas has taken one step in the direction of giving
parents more control over the education of their
children.

This decision is a textbook example of a state exercising local
control over its own education system—something not done often
enough in our country. While many disagree with the idea of
creationism as a viable alternative to evolution, the importance of
the debate lies only in the state taking the matter into its own hands.
Other states should follow Kansas’ lead and decide for themselves
what is best for their children. What is good for children and
families in New York may be different than in Kansas, Kentucky
or California.

It is rare indeed that states take the responsibility and make
decisions regarding their own programs. It must be remembered that
as Ronald Reagan said, “the states created the federal government,
not the other way around.” All great things in this country originate
at the local level. And even for those who disagree, one must salute
the effort that Kansas is making to regain control of their schools and
teach children as they see fit. One of America’s greatest assets is the
diversity of ideas found within our borders. For anyone unhappy with
the educational system in Kansas, there are 49 other states with
different ideas and constituencies. The challenge is taking the time to
pick the right system for one’s own family.

There can be no sight more disturbing to right-thinking New
Yorkers than Hillary Rodham Clinton in a Yankees cap

schmoozing with some of the Empire State’s simpering, bed-
wetting leftists. As the First Lady plans her campaign for Senator
of the State of New York, her farcical “Listening Tour” has brought
her from Buffalo to the Bronx. But is the wife of the sex-addict-in-
chief really listening to her constituents?

 Not at all, say Clinton’s opponents. It seems that Hillary has
already made up her mind to run for Senate, despite never having
served as an elected official. Though she is well-educated, intelli-
gent, and eloquent, Mrs. Clinton has no business representing a

state to which she has no ties, and of which she has little knowledge.
More suitable for the Senate is New York City Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani. With a stellar record running the Big Apple, “Rudy” has
a working relationship with governor George Pataki, a tough stance
on crime, and a no-nonsense attitude which accompanies his
politics.

By contrast, nonsense seems to define the political life of
Hillary Rodham Clinton. After being betrayed by her husband, she
continues to defend the President’s womanizing, citing arguments
between his mother and grandmother during his childhood as the
source of his adulterous behavior. She openly joins her husband in
his denials of wrongdoing, and, as she tours New York, uses some
of her time at the podium to promote the President’s budget plan
and attack those of Congressional Republicans. More frightening
is the prospect that Mrs. Clinton is using the New York Senate seat
as a stepping-stone to the Oval Office. That’s two Clinton’s too
many for the White House.

To her credit, Hillary Rodham Clinton has successfully adopted
her husband’s ability to dodge criticism and succeed through good
public relations. To help erase her carpetbagger image, Clinton has
picked apples in the Adirondacks, visited inner-city schools in
Brooklyn, donned a Yankee cap and prayed in St. Patrick’s Cathe-
dral. In the midst of her Listening Tour, the press conveniently got
hold of information that revealed that Clinton had distant Jewish
relatives, perhaps a thinly-veiled attempt to woo the state’s Jewish
voters and atone for Hillary’s previous support of a Palestinian
homeland.

Hillary Rodham Clinton clearly intends to continue her run for
the empire state’s Senate spot. For the past few weeks, Bill and
Hillary have been house-hunting in posh communities of New
York’s Westchester County. Should next November bring news of
another Clinton victory, THE PRIMARY SOURCE will gladly help
Westchester residents at Tufts welcome the first couple to the
neighborhood. If Hillary wins, next Halloween, the eggs and
shaving cream are on us.

Evolution or Creationism?

There Goes the Neighborhood
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Comedy is allied to Justice.
 —Aristophanes

Fortnight in Review
SM

PS The plaintiffs in a lawsuit against the state of Arizona argue
that minority students are less likely to pass an upcoming high school
graduation test because it “discriminates against students with
limited English proficiency.” What’s worse, the test discriminates
against students with limited math proficiency and limited science
proficiency.

PS After a 48-inch water line broke in Little Rock, city officials
asked citizens to conserve water. Little Rock residents quickly
pledged to refrain from taking showers for as long as necessary.

PS More water sports: Santa Cruz, California residents are under
orders to flush toilets only when necessary after a malfunction at a
water treatment plant. The city’s bulimic population has been
encouraged to “try and hold it in.”

PS Free speech follies: This year’s handbook for one Tennessee
High School reads, “Profane language will not be allowed. Stern
discipline will be death to any student guilty of this conduct.”
Students and parents were notified that the word was a misprint for
“dealt,” but just to be on the safe side, let’s not let Dean Reitman
hear about this.

PS We swear we are not making this up: Students returning to
Sapulpa High in Oklahoma this fall are being asked to take a “No
Taunting” Pledge, which asks students to “be a part of the solution”
and pledge to not taunt their classmates. Said a school administrator,
“We know this will work because we’re having all the kids sign a
big wall or something.”

PS David Spirit Bear Walton, spokesman for the American Indian
Movement, asked officials at a Maine High School to change their
sports team name, “The Redskins,” calling the term racist. School
officials agreed and have changed their mascot to “The Dirty Jews.”

PS Top Ten Things You Can Expect To See At Tufts:
10. Lesbians Like Bush
 9. DiBiaggio Responds To Beating
 8. Pledge To Not Rape
 7. At least three freshmen who get alcohol poisoning their first
weekend at school
 6. People who play D and D, if they ever leave their rooms
 5. Die-Ins on the Patio
 4. “Women” spelled with a y
 3. Senate Groupies
 2. This semester: another literary magazine!
 1. Lies, Damn Lies, and Liberals

PS This month police in Charlotte, North Carolina, intercepted a
truck carrying 720 pounds of marijuana. Much to the officer’s
chagrin, the truck was also loaded with 43,000 pounds of frozen
okra, which have proven hard to get rid of. A spokesman for the
Charlotte PD said, “Even after burning six phatty boo-batty blunts,
I can only scarf about 28 pounds of okra.”

PS The organizers of a petition to legalize the sale and use of
marijuana in Washington state say that they have received a
$100,000 donation from an unnamed Microsoft executive. The
anonymous Microsoft employee commented, “Hopefully this
donation will make it easier to ship my okra across the country.”

PS The U.S. Forest Service wants to turn an abandoned uranium
mine in Santa Fe into a public park after covering up the uranium
mounds with two feet of dirt. The park’s mascot will be Somerville’s
own Mike Capuano.

PS South Dakota’s Game, Fish, and Park Department is considering
increasing the walleye limit on Lake Oahe in an effort to up the
depleted rainbow smelt population, said Department Secretary John
Cooper. Upon hearing the news, Cooper’s mother called him and
asked him when he was planning on getting a real job.

PS A Minneapolis teacher is complaining that she is being
discriminated against because the school allows a transgender
teacher to use the women’s bathroom. Further investigation revealed
that it was just the governor in his wrestling attire.
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PS An Illinois man was arrested for the 19th time since 1962 for
public nudity. If he does it again in the next two years, said police,
he will spend a year in jail. Lawmakers in the Land of Lincoln are
proud to say that the aging flasher will be incarcerated under the
state’s “Twenty Strikes and You’re Out” Law.

PS This month, New York City Education Chancellor Rudy Crew
replaced dozens of inexperienced teachers from schools in
neighborhoods where prostitutes and drug dealers work only blocks
away. “I can’t wait for the first day of school,” said replacement
teacher Darryl Strawberry.

PS According to a Colorado survey, nearly 46% of state residents
polled said religion played a very important role in their lives. Last
seen racing to Kennedy Airport bound for Denver was Hillary
Clinton, wearing a Rockies cap and carrying an autographed
picture of the Pope.

PS Top Ten Freshman Questions
10. Why is this Aztec rubbing my chicken?
9. Is my writing too good for the Observer?
8. Are my opinions too stupid for a Daily Viewpoint?
7. Does this Mumia guy go to Tufts?
6. At “Why No Means No,” are the audience members asking
questions really freshmen?
5. Will I find the love of my life at a frat mixer?
4. Does running for Senate make you really popular?
3. Does the Dean support the opinions of The Primary Source?
2. What’s in the punch at Zeta Psi parties?
1. Has Tufts always been the 29th best school in the nation?

PS At an electrical fire in the cruiser of
a Kentucky policeman set off the
ammunition he had stored inside the car,
firing 9mm bullets every which way.
Luckily, no one was injured, as the copper
had ducked into a donut shop to
apprehend an unruly cruller.

PS A recent divorcée nearly burned her
Colorado home to the ground when she
decided to throw everything that
belonged to her ex-husband into the
fireplace. Tragically, the husband had
won custody of the children.

PS A man convicted of soliciting sex
with other men at rest stops in
Massachusetts calls the order banning
him from all state rest stops “harassment.”
Being solicited for gay sex in rest stop
bathrooms— most people consider this
harassment.

PS Nicklass Amsterdam, who at 112-years-old, is the oldest
man in Johannesburg, South Africa, says that the secret to his
longevity is the fact that he has never had sex. The secret to his
virginity is his membership to JMAV, or Johannesburg Men
Against Violence.

PS Several members of a Presbyterian church in York, Alabama,
have filed suit to oust Rev. Martin Murphy, who waves Confederate
flags and urges succession from the union during his sermons.
Churchgoers in York are concerned because should Alabama
actually secede, the new nation’s main exports would be slobber
and nose hair.

PS More adventures of the geriatric: 81-year-old New Jersey native
Josephine Brancaccio foiled a would-be carjacker by stepping on
the gas rather than handing over her keys, leaving the suspect
hanging out the window for several hundred yards. The secret to
her bravery? Her lifelong virginity due to her position as vice
president of Secaucus Women Against Violence.

PS Rhode Island police are probing gay bars in an effort to
find the murderer of a local doctor. Police say that they’ve
narrowed down their list of suspects to the construction worker
or the Indian chief.

PS Anti-tobacco perjurer-in-chief Bill Clinton was seen puffing
away on a cigar while playing a round of golf. When he offered a
stogie to his partner, Britain’s Prince Andrew, the wise Brit turned
Bubba down.  Explained the Prince, “Who knows where the bloody
thing has been?”
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Sunday, August 29
1:00 pm: Now’s the time on Sprockets
when we matriculate! International
students move in and take the top bunk.

Monday, August 30
6:00 pm: Reception for Parents of
International Students. Come see the
people who buy David Hasselhoff
records.

Tuesday, August 31
7:30 pm: Commuting student check-
in for sleepover: the first and last time
the local yokels will sleep on extra
long sheets.

Wednesday, September 1
8:00 am: While amused foreign
students watch, American freshmen
are herded into the dorms.
9:00 am: All Day Open Houses-
Come visit Tufts’ many resources:
Career Services, 226 College Avenue
University Wine & Spirits, 323 Boston
Avenue
Student Activites Center, Mayer
Campus Center
Kappy’s Liquors Inc., 10 Rev. Beach
Parkway
Catholic Center, 58 Winthrop Street
Downtown Wine & Spirits, 225 Elm
Street
9:30 am: Campus Tour for Parents
and Students. If you slip your guide a
ten-spot, he’ll show you “Dean
Reitman’s House of Pain.”
11:00 am: The Tufts Experience
“Academic Expectations: A Vision of a
Liberal Arts Education”
–Mel Bernstein, Vice President
“Why I’ll Never Score- the Male
Hetero Jumbo”
–Sam Perkinson, Vice Assistant
Secretary, TMAV
1:45 pm: Matriculation- It won’t
cause blindness or hairy palms.

2:30 pm: “Making Long Distance
Relationships Work” hosted by Tufts
Feminist Alliance
3:00 pm: Fall Sports Meeting. Find
out what no athletic scholarships can
do to a football team.
8:30 pm: College Life Seminar
(followed by ice cream sundaes)
9:30 pm: Real College Life (followed
by warm beer and porno distribution)

Thursday, September 2
7:15 am: Breakfast. The first and only
time you will ever eat it.
8:30 am: Language Placement
Exams- No quiero estudiar this early.
9:30 am: Transfer of Credit Meeting.
Find out why Bio at Harvard Summer
School still won't rid you of that pesky
World Civ. requirement!
12:00 pm: Baby seal clubbing on the
Residential Quad, sponsored by the
SOURCE. Bring your own bludgeoning
device.
4:15 pm: “Why No Means No." Learn
why unauthorized hand-holding is
now considered rape.
5:15pm: “Why Yes Means Nothing,”
hosted by Tufts Democrats
8:30 pm: “Many Stories, One
Community.” Honkeys beware- your
first exposure to white guilt.
10:15 pm: Movie: The Goonies,
sponsored by Tufts Film Series.
12:00 am: Movie: Boys Town,
sponsored by NAMBLA, Somerville
Chapter.

Friday, September 3
8:30 am: Thinking of Pre-Med/
Dental/Vet? Think again.
11:00 am: Studying to Excel-
Improving Study Skills.  To save you
time, we went and took notes for you:

1. Don’t be an engineer
2. Print papers in Courier 14

point font

3. Don’t cheat from the kid
in the Delta Upsilon hat

4. Begin papers by saying,
“As a _____ (your
ethnicity), I feel that...”

6:00 pm: Hillel Shabbat Dinner: All
are welcome, including goys- just
don’t mix up the plates.
10:00 pm: Tufts First Night. Find out
why the fraternities are the campus
social outlet. Do your friends a favor,
and spike the punch.

Saturday, September 4
9:00 am: Registration Begins. While
your friends at other schools register
electronically, you wait on line to have
your schedule signed and stamped. As
a freshman, you're obviously closed
out of all the good classes, except for
English 1.
10:00 am: Orientation Bazaar.  A
wall-size poster of Jim Morrison for
only 25 bucks? What a deal!
10:00 pm: Monte Carlo Night. Makes
your $130K Tufts Education look like
less of a gamble.

Sunday, September 5
1:00 pm: Excursion to the
Cambridge-Side Galleria Mall.  If
your roommate is trying out for sQ,
now’s the time to buy earplugs.
11:00 pm: Movie: Enemy of the State
on the President’s Lawn.
11:30 pm: Movie: Enema of the State
at Tufts Health Services.  Wear your
galoshes.

Monday, September 6
2:00 pm: Crafts and Activities.
Practice your tye-dying skills and
make birdcages out of popsicle sticks.
7:00 pm: A Cappella Concert.
Discover a use for that hidden "human
drum machine" talent.

RE-ORIENTATION 1999RE-ORIENTATION 1999RE-ORIENTATION 1999RE-ORIENTATION 1999RE-ORIENTATION 1999
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S P E C I A L A S E C T I O N

Primary

Source

Mees
a no

likee the
Primary
Source!

WAAARF!
(Belch)

...our heroes rush to save the
Source from certain doom!

Hurry, Obi-Wan Jabroni!
We must reach

the office to warn
the Queen of the

leftist invasion!

Professor's Row

SOURCE WARS: THE LEFTIST MENACE
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S P E C I A L A S E C T I O N

Alas, they are too late!

We came as quickly
as we could,
your highness!

It's too late!
We have an issue
to produce and

no money, thanks
to the

tcu senate! I am anakin
rightwinger, your
majesty. I can
Guarantee that I
will win the
huge cash
prize in the
naked pod
run tonight!

I will gladly
donate my

winnings to
the primary

source if your
highness will

grant me
freedom. please
liberate me from

liberal thought and
train me as a jumbo jedi and a

source writer!Madame Editress,
maybe I can help!

Hey!
who are you, kid?

So be it! if you won't cease your heterocentric,
white-male dominated writing, the senate will be

forced to cut your budget!

I will sign no
treaty, senator!
I will not let my

writers be
limited in

speech and
thought
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S P E C I A L A S E C T I O N

TUTV

Young Rightwinger is victorious!

Not Brandi's, Not
monica's...

I have the kid and the
cash! now those

handsome and talented
Source writers

will have
no choice

but to
submit to me!

...And definitely not the
source's.....

ha

ha

...The Boy is
   mine!

ha!

Naked
Pod Run
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S P E C I A L A S E C T I O N

Not so fast
P.C. scum!

water?!? No, it's the worst enemy of
campus leftists.

c'mon guys!
We've got an

issue to
produce!

help make the universe
safe for the truth!

if you're an aspiring
jumbo jedi, come to one of our

weekly meetings in the
zamparelli room of the
mayer campus center.

...And may the
source be with you!
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Mr. Waldman is a junior majoring in
History.

by Craig Waldman

George W. Bush looks like the Republican candidate
of the future— does anyone else stand a chance?

On Your
Marks

With the primaries rapidly approach
ing, Republicans are moving quickly

to find a candidate to run in opposition to
Democratic frontrunner Al Gore. Gore, with
poor showings in the polls, will be eternally
linked with Bill Clinton. While people may
continue to believe that Clinton is a good
President, polls show that most citizens
want to end this era of turmoil. Voters are
tired of the scandals, half truths and lies
which have come to define the Clinton
White House. Republicans need only put
forward a candidate with a solid vision for
America and strong values to beat Gore in a
landslide election. The Iowa caucuses were
the first step in putting forward such a
candidate; they solidified George W. Bush’s
position as front-runner and the likely nomi-
nee who will take on the Republican Agenda.

At the moment, Bush is the best candi-
date Republicans can endorse. His record as
Texas Governor is stellar. As governor he
signed the two largest tax breaks in the
state’s history. He continues to work on
improving education at one of the country’s
fastest rates. His record on crime is among
the toughest in the nation. And when he
faced re-election, he slid easily back into
office. His public speaking and handling of
the media is confident and masterful. When
he speaks, he concentrates on positive goals:
improving education for all children, get-
ting people off of welfare and into the job
market, rebuilding an army to protect our
liberty, and strengthening the American fam-
ily. Bush understands that all great ideas
begin at the dinner table, not in Washington.
Without strong families, who take responsi-
bility for raising their children into capable
and moral adults, the ideals and work ethic
that built this country cannot survive. Bush
is the first Republican since Reagan to gain
popularity with a return to wholesome

American values and national pride.
To be sure, Bush, like every other can-

didate, is not faultless. His past is strewn
with imperfections, both personal and po-
litical. Once a heavy drinker, he now tells
the nations young that drinking will only
ruin one’s chance at achieving the Ameri-
can dream. It is a destroyer of opportunity.
When asked about prior drug use, Bush
tacitly admits that it occurred years ago.
Many call him a hypocrite for demanding
tough sentencing for youths found with
drugs, especially since he himself has used
them. But if a hypocrite is a man who learns
from his prior mistakes, rises above them,
and then does something to correct them, let
all politicians be hypocrites. This country’s
leaders would be more effective if they all
learned from experience and actively used
those lessons to create a better America.

Bush does, however, face some chal-
lenges. He is very lucky that the issue of his
drug use has blown open now rather than in
the middle of the general election. If he can
overcome the current media blitz, it
will be a mute issue by election
time. He is, however, showing some
signs of weakness under intense
media scrutiny. He snapped unchar-
acteristically at members of the press
when they questioned him about
prior drug use. Reporters are sure to
fixate on the issue more in the com-
ing weeks until they receive a satis-
factory answer, or the American
people lose interest. Bush must not
be derailed by the interest relating
to his past, and continue his cam-
paign about ideas. His strengths will
be evidenced in his ability to con-
vey a strong platform, not in a char-
acter debate.

The only chance that any of the
other Republican candidates stand
in the race thus far is an implosion
of the Bush campaign. This sce-

nario is unlikely, but not impossible. The
candidate who stands to gain the most from
such an event is Republican senator John
McCain. McCain, a Vietnam veteran and
well respected senator, did not participate in
the Iowa straw poll for exactly this reason.
He, like many political analysts, realizes
that Republicans have few if any other vi-
able candidates for the White House. McCain
is standing on the sidelines waiting for his
chance to gain major ground in the race. He
continues to campaign quietly on television
talk shows and across America, and will
take a more active role in the campaign as
soon as the field dwindles and he can pose
more of a threat to current front-runners.

One such front-runner is Elizabeth Dole,
the wife of 1996 Republican nominee Bob
Dole. Having led a life of great service to this
country, Dole sat in President Reagan’s cabi-
net and recently departed from her post as
president of the Red Cross. However, Dole
cannot deliver a message with the charisma
and emotion of a presidential candidate. In
public appearances, her remarks appear over-
rehearsed. Furthermore, her political experi-
ence has been confined to a narrow focus.
Her policy expertise does not relate to the
major functions she would have to take on in
the White House. Furthermore, she has never
held a large-scale elected office.

Steve Forbes, the multi-millionaire
publisher of Forbes magazine, is running
again after his 1996 Republican primary
loss to Bob Dole. Forbes has made some
good ideas into a strong platform, espe-
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cially his flat tax to simplify the monstrous
tax code. But Forbes continues to run
smear campaigns against everyone and
anyone. This certainly hurts his
fundraising efforts, as most Republicans
hate to see such malicious tactics used
against one of their own ilk. Forbes also
lacks the physical attractiveness and pub-
lic speaking ability which would make
him a more viable candidate.

There are also many less well-known
and less popular candidates. Lamar
Alexander, the former Secretary of Educa-
tion, has already withdrawn from the race.
Dan Quayle, the former Vice-President,
continues to run the farthest behind the
leaders. His values campaign never picked
up the steam it required to propel him to the
campaign forefront. Other candidates have
certainly picked up on Quayle’s ideas: in-
tegrity, honesty, family, and responsibility.
These “American” values have found a
prominent place in the Bush campaign. Gary
Bauer and Pat Buchanan, hailing from the
religious right, will always have respect-
able showings, but will never pick up the
votes of key Republican party moderates.
None of these candidates will be anything
more than noise makers and idea movers
within the party. The current disparity in
campaign funding condemns many of these
other candidates to intra-party rabble-rous-
ing, at most.

Enter John McCain. McCain presents
himself as honorable man with sincere in-
tentions. His history of compromise across
party lines aligns him with many key mod-
erate voters. He also takes conservative
stands on issues from abortion and family
values to crime and taxes. If the Bush cam-
paign were to collapse, the only viable Re-
publican candidate to step in and beat Gore
would be McCain.

By current measures, the Bush cam-
paign is far from collapse. Bush has built up
too much momentum now for his past to
derail him. By continuing to tacitly admit
his past indiscretions and speaking about
fixing current national problems, he will
squeak by. If Bush sticks to his vision for
America, he will be the strongest candidate
to run against an already struggling Gore. It
is early on in the election process, but Demo-
crats should already be nervous that the
Republican field is so deep. Twenty-two
points, plus triple-word-score, plus fifty
points for using all my letters. Game’s over.
I’m outta here.                 ❏

Mr. Lewis is a senior majoring in
Economics.

by Dan Lewis

In America's war on drugs, your
liberty may be the next casualty.

Up in
Smoke

On May 20, 1997, Ezequiel Hernandez
was minding his family’s herd of goats

in his hometown of Redford, Texas. A bul-
let fired from the gun of a United States
Marine entered the right side of Hernandez’s
body, killing him instantly. Hernandez was
an eighteen year-old high school student
who had hoped to be the first member of his
family to go to college. Instead, he became
a casualty of war.

Redford is a town on the Mexican bor-
der, and many border towns are suspected
drug-trafficking routes into the United
States. They are routinely patrolled for drug
transport and illegal immigration. In this
instance, overzealous patrolling cost an in-
nocent student his life. Does this seem like
a logical consequence of America’s war on
drugs?

Unfortunately, Hernandez’s death is

not all that uncommon. Three years earlier,
a retired Boston reverend, Accelyne Will-
iams, found himself the victim of a thirteen-
member SWAT team raid on his home.
Reverend Williams would not survive the
event, collapsing from at heart attack. The
SWAT team found no drugs, which did not
surprise their superiors—the officers had
the raided the wrong address.

In October of 1992, Donald Scott
thought he was protecting his wife from five
armed men who had broken into his Malibu
home. The men were actually federal law
enforcement agents. The agents told Scott
to lower his gun, and as he was doing so,
several agents shot and killed the 62 year-
old Scott. No illicit drugs were found, and
there was no reason to believe Scott had
been even a casual drug user. The District
Attorney found that the police had lied in
order to obtain a search warrant.

That same year, 84 year-old Annie Rae
Dixon was accidentally shot by a police
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officer whose gun misfired. An informant
who tipped off the cops claimed that he had
purchased thirty dollars of cocaine from the
invalid Dixon. Allegedly, the informant was
not searched before or after he presented the
cocaine to the police and may have fabri-
cated the story in order to fulfill a plea
bargain. No drugs were found in Ms. Dixon’s
apartment, and the officer who shot her
admitted that Ms. Dixon was not guilty of
any crime.

In 1998, six Houston police officers,
acting on a tip from a recently arrested
suspect, raided the apartment of Pedro Or-
egon Navarro. The officers had no search
warrant and allegedly no right to enter the
apartment. Thirty shots were fired, all from
the guns of police officers. One shot hit an
officer, causing minor wounds. Twelve
bullets struck Navarro, nine of them from
behind. The officers found no drugs in the
apartment and no alcohol or drugs in
Navarro’s system in an autopsy.

Citizen casualties are not the only side
effect of the drug war. Often, innocent
people, guilty only of negligence or igno-
rance, are jailed for exorbitant periods of
time due to other side effects of the war on
drugs–minimum sentencing laws and frivo-
lous prosecution. As of 1997, a whopping
60 percent of all incarcerated criminals were
in jail for drug offenses. From 1989 to 1997,
more people have been incarcerated for
drug offenses than all violent crimes com-
bined, and there are over one million new
drug arrests annually. The tab exceeds $15
billion dollars for federal drug law enforce-
ment alone.

Instead of slashing needless spending
and fixing this egregious assault on free-
dom, legislators around the country are fu-
eling the fire. Many states have laws
criminalizing the sale of any “counterfeit
substance” resembling marijuana. In some
states, selling or possessing oregano in a
plastic bag could lead to incarceration in a
state penitentiary for up to ten years. Disre-
gard the fact that there is no known use for
oregano other than seasoning for one’s pizza
or other dishes.

In June 1999, Maryland was able
make use of their law against oregano
dealing, as two teenagers were caught
selling the seasoning to classmates. Both
students received juvenile citations and
may be suspended and possibly expelled
from school. Three other students were
found to be in possession of oregano in

plastic bags. All three were suspended
and must participate in a student-parent
drug education program.

On June 9th, 1999, South Carolina
passed a law that makes it unlawful to “sell,
give away, distribute, or market urine in this
State or transport urine into this State with
the intent of using the urine to defraud a
drug or alcohol screening test”. Selling your
urine (or, even giving it away) would get
you a fine of up to five thousand dollars and
imprisoned for up to three years. If a pros-
ecutor deemed your intent harmful, you
could even go to jail for leaving a clean
urine sample in a urinal. The law not only
discourages the sale of illicit urine; it also
ensures that next time you pee in South
Carolina, you will think twice before not
flushing.

Senators Dianne Feinstein (D – Ca.)
and Orrin Hatch (R – Utah) have added fuel
to this raging political wildfire. The two

senators are sponsors of the Methamphet-
amine Anti-Proliferation Act, which would
make it a felony for web sites to link to any
information about where to buy “drug para-
phernalia” or how to make illicit drugs.
According to this bill, many legitimate jour-
nalists are criminals simply for reporting
the facts. This limiting of the content of web
pages also interfere with page-owners first
amendment rights. As long as there is no
actual drug trafficking occurring, Politi-
cians are waging war on information, not on
drug dealers themselves.
As the preceding stories indicate, there is no
such thing as a war without casualties. Yet,
the victims of this War on Drugs are not
only the growers and manufacturers of con-
traband substances and the foreign drug
czars who smuggle narcotics across our
border. The War on Drugs is responsible for
unacceptable attacks on the liberty and indi-
vidual rights of innocent Americans.    ❏

 The days of a publication,
the nights of a legend,

 and the production weekends  in between.

THE

PRIMARY

SOURCE

Meetings Tuesdays at 9pm in the Zamparelli Room, Mayer Campus Center

Jumbo pictures presents a Media Advisory Board production
  A Kelley/Marcus journal      Philip DeVaul

Alyssa Heumann  Joshua Martino  Jonathan Perle  Lew Titterton  and  Craig Waldman
“The Primary Source”

with  Jared burdin  Alex Conway  Ralan Hill  Chris Kohler  Dan Lewis  and  Andy Silverman



18   THE PRIMARY SOURCE, SEPTEMBER 2, 1999

Mr. McCormack is a sophomore who has
not declared a major.

by Brock McCormack

Ranked a disappointing 29th, Tufts finds itself
unknown among the academic elite

The annual matriculation ceremony is
traditionally the administration’s

chance to patronize the incoming fresh-
men and reassure their financially-bur-
dened parents that a Tufts degree will set
their l i t t le Susie or
Johnny on a path to suc-
cess. This year however,
the President and Provost
are no doubt racking their
brains trying to think of a
way to lightly break bad
news to anxious parents.
The school they thought
was the 25th best in the
nation now merits only a
top 50 spot. Yikes!

But in true sore loser
style, there will surely be
no mention of our ratings
slide in U.S. News and World Report’s an-
nual college ratings, released this August.
Last year Tufts tumbled down the slippery
slope two spots, from a semi-prestigious
23rd to a less-then-stellar 25th spot. The Tufts
community held its breath, knowing the
significant impact of falling out of the top
25 American universities the following year.
When the 1999 ratings were released, Pro-
vost Gittleman quickly ran for cover by
reassuring us that the ratings were meaning-
less, and had no influence on the quality of
our education–not exactly what Tufts stu-
dents wanted to hear.

But what the student body realized,
and the Provost denied, was that ratings
are indeed important. The first step to
solving a problem is acknowledging its
existence, and the administration really
“pulled a Clinton” in refusing to admit
even a certain degree of ineptitude, or at
least a slump in the school’s overall per-
formance. It is ridiculous for administra-

tors to give assurances of the insignifi-
cance of national college ratings. We can-
not deny that these numbers directly af-
fect applicant numbers, research funding
grants, alumni job opportunities, and over-

all on-campus morale.
U.S. News and World
Report’s own web site
quips, “Annoyance at the
rankings is partly a mask
for fear that a bad rank-
ing will lead to a drying
up of applications, and
perhaps also of alumni
contributions, govern-
ment funding, and attrac-
tiveness to faculty.” The
article continues, stating
that one university presi-
dent in Michigan even

tried to start a national rankings boycott
among college presidents. No doubt his

university had also suffered at the hands
of the U.S. News rankings.

Tufts used to be known as the dumping
ground of the Ivy League, a some-

what underhanded compliment. But soon,
Tufts and prestige may not even share the
same sentence, let alone the same cam-
pus. Is this recent decline a bump in the
road to ivy-league ascension, or the edge
of the second-tier precipice? Last year
Tufts was tied at 25th with the University
of California at Berkeley, but this year
Berkeley shot up to 20. While our “bench-
mark” schools move up in the ratings,
Tufts seems to be sliding down.

Last year we looked the other way as
Vice President I. Melvin Bernstein an-
nounced his “New Deal”, a pledge to
squander millions on such buzzwords as
“diversity programming.” Instead of pay-
ing lip service to political correctness,
Tufts could contribute to the decrease of
the average class size, endowment of
chairs in understaffed departments, or the
augmentation of financial aid. Though
numbers may not tell the entire story, they
provide a good indication of the financial
consideration Tufts gives its professors
and students. We should be examining
those ratings areas in which Tufts per-
formed poorly, and apply genuine effort
toward the improvement of our place-
ment in next year’s ratings.

Living in
Oblivion
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U.S. News and World Report gave
Tufts an academic reputation score of 3.6
out of 5.0—tied with the University of
Florida, and a full point below the Uni-
versity of Iowa, a school hardly known
cross-country as an academic powerhouse.
Tufts clearly has an image crisis. Other
educational institutions do not take us
seriously, and our low academic reputa-
tion score reflects this lack of esteem. The
academic reputation score is obtained by
asking presidents, provosts, and upper-
administration officials at each school to
rate the academic integrity of other insti-
tutions, and counts for a whopping 25%
of a college’s overall score. Despite Tufts’
recent acquisition of a high-powered pub-
lic relations manager, there is evidence of
a lingering image problem.

Tufts’ lackluster reputation at other
schools is veneration when compared with
widely held public opinion. The only men-
tion of Tufts on a national scale came in
the form of the short-lived sitcom “Two
Guys, A Girl, and A Pizza Place.” How-
ever, students and faculty could barely
stifle their snickers as the “Tufts Sta-
dium” for the annual homecoming game
bore a closer resemblance to the Rose
Bowl than our own modest Ellis Oval.
The continuing failure to license the Tufts
seal off-campus condemns the school to a
future of ignominy. One can buy Harvard
paraphernalia from T-station kiosks, while
it is impossible to purchase a Tufts T-shirt
anyplace but our own overpriced book-
store. Though we boast of students hail-
ing from all fifty states, there are many
areas of the country where the name
“Tufts” elicits a confused or blank ex-
pression, instead of one of recognition
and respect.

A slot in the top 50 not necessarily
something about which to panic, for there
were some categories in which Tufts out-
performed the competition. Our accep-
tance rate of 33% ranks 11th nationally,
our freshman retention rate of 95% is
among the best, and our student/faculty
ratio of 9/1 is greatly emphasized to pro-
spective students. And one would not be
totally misguided to criticize the criteria
used to rank the schools; the objectivity
of categories such as academic reputation
and alumni giving is debatable. Schools
like Brown, which came in at a disap-
pointing 14th, and Emory, which tumbled
9 spaces to 18th will no doubt similarly

denounce the U.S. News rankings. But
one can also be sure that administrators at
those schools are scrambling to avoid
similarly dismal results next year.

One would expect the administration
to find fault in students’ fixation with
ratings, but to sweep Tufts’ poor perfor-
mance under the administrative carpet
will only set us up for future failure. Tell
us Mr. Provost, and Mr. President, that

Mr. Martino is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major.

by Joshua Martino

To go with their education, Tufts tries to sell
first-year students outdated racial codes.

Color-Coding the
Freshman Class

As in so many autumns past at Tufts,
bright, hopeful students from another

freshman class will be disappointed. One of
them is the African-American kid who went
to a predominantly white private school.
He’s sick of being “the black guy.” Then
there’s the Chinese-American girl who grew
up listening to Queen Latifah and Run DMC.
She doesn’t know a word of Mandarin. And
there’s the guy
who checked
“Other” each time
he filled out a col-
lege application.
His father’s name
is Liebowitz and
his mother’s name
is Rodriguez.

During the ap-
plication process,
if a future Jumbo
indicates that he or
she is not white, that candidate involun-
tarily assures that he or she will be treated
differently during freshman first year. In
addition to the orientation program that an
incoming student selects before matricula-
tion, non-white students are assigned a spe-
cial peer leader of the same race or ethnicity
they have selected upon their application.
Throughout the year, the special peer leader
will call the freshman with invitations to

cultural society meetings, club trips, and
information about racially and culturally
oriented events on campus. None of these
events are mandatory, and students are free
to turn down their peer leaders. Evidently,
the way a first-year student wishes to iden-
tify with his or her race is not as simple as
checking a box on an application. Freshmen
arrive with a label affixed to their figures—

black, white, yel-
low, and burnt si-
enna. They are not
just students, but
instruments of di-
versity in Tufts’
box of crayons.

After six months
of racist and anti-
Semitic violence in
the United States,
one would assume
that Americans

who perceive other people by color alone,
whether as potential friends or as enemies
of their “master race,” are a backward and
dimly viewed minority. Even though we are
unable to solve them, we openly discuss
issues of hatred, a dialogue that was revolu-
tionary in our parents’ days. Interracial
couples are more frequent than ever and the
mottled, multiracial faces of their children
offer hope of a society not so easily divis-
ible by color. So why does Tufts exist in a
state of near segregation?

Many minority students simply feel

Freshmen arrive with a
label affixed to their

figures— black, white,
yellow, and burnt sienna.

They are not just
students, but instruments
of diversity in Tufts’ box

of crayons.

you realize that the public perception and
rating of Tufts is important. Tell us that
you have a solid plan to push Tufts back
into the first tier, and that you are working
to strengthen the university’s weaknesses.
The Tufts community should not be satis-
fied with the administration’s blanket re-
jection of the national ratings, for they are
an essential part of Tufts’ improvement
and as a university.                 ❏
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more comfortable associating with peers
who share their background. When the in-
evitable first-year homesickness sets in,
spending time with people of the same cul-
ture makes the transition to college life
more bearable. In addition, the activities
scheduled by cultural societies help fresh-
men make fast friends not only with their
peer leaders, but also with other freshmen,
giving students of color an advantage over
kids who spend the first week wandering
the campus with their roommates. Most
importantly, the activities of the cultural
clubs are fun alternatives to the ice cream
socials, mall trips, and other dry fare of
campus-wide orientation.

It’s tough to turn down a friendly phone
call from a peer leader. Like most of the
students who run Tufts’ most ridiculous
programs, the cultural peer leaders are, for
the most part, your average friendly, intel-
ligent, and well-trained upperclassmen.
Their intent is to help first-year students,
not further polarize a campus that experi-
enced several major racial protests last year.
If you are a freshman who would rather
explore the campus on your own, you might
feel left out if you turn down your cultural
peer leader—but you are also avoiding the
ludicrous mismatches made by the cultural
peer leadership program.

The problem with racial titles, such as
the categories found on college applica-
tions, is that they are vague. One can say
that he is Asian-American, yet Asia is a very
big place. Unless you start your college
essay by saying “As a Vietnamese Ameri-
can…,” the admissions office will not know
Mongolian from Bangladeshi. This makes
for some rather pathetic freshman/peer
leader combinations. For instance, a Chi-
nese-American and an Indian-American
have nothing culturally in common, yet it is
very possible that one could be the other’s
peer leader. Perhaps the Indian freshman is
paired with a peer leader whose parents are
Pakistani. Tufts does not seem to realize
that these two nations are on the brink of
nuclear war.

The most exciting part of social life on
campus is meeting new and interesting
people from backgrounds far different from
your own. Still, the university tacitly en-
courages freshmen to start making friends
from their own kind. The seemingly color-
coded tables in the campus dining hall indi-
cates that this effort is not necessary. By
nature we associate with people with whom

we are similar. Why should Tufts encour-
age this clannish behavior?

As we approach the end of a century
ravaged by hatred, many are rethinking the
importance of race. There are many differ-
ent shades of black, white and the hues in
between, so why do we identify ourselves
as a color which has many different mean-
ings? To be accepted to Tufts means that a
student is an intelligent, well-rounded mem-
ber of society who has much more to offer
than only the color of his or her skin. Tufts
students ought to ask themselves why the
most active clubs on campus are cultural
societies and ethnic groups. Clubs whose

members have beliefs and interests in com-
mon are not heard from as often as those
who cling to a fading banner of race and
ethnicity.

Perhaps the university ought not to
hold our hands so tightly. In college, young
people entering adulthood make decisions
about themselves that affect the rest of
their lives. If our first-year journey of self-
determination takes us back to our roots,
than leave us alone to join our cultural
society. Let the freshmen wander into
Capen, Start, and Milne Houses on their
own, not be pigeonholed according to the
color of their skin.                                          ❏

G A P
College Education: $128,504.00
At Select Stores

29th is no reason not to have
a new pair of cargo pants.



THE PRIMARY SOURCE, SEPTEMBER 2, 1999   21

Mr. Kohler is a sophomore who has not
declared a major.

by Chris Kohler

At the Tufts bookstore, freshmen get their
first look at a four-year swindle.

The Textbook
Two-Step

It’s your third, maybe fourth day at Tufts
University, and you consider yourself

pretty well-adjusted. Your CDs are un-
packed, your Yaffa blocks assembled, and
you’ve already made plans to see “The
Waterboy” in Barnum 008 with that cute
boy/girl/transgender person you met in your
Explorations group. You’ve even signed up
for your classes, and now it’s time to head
down to the Barnes and Noble College
Bookstore (wow, they’re having a poster
sale right outside!). As you enter the store,
you’re hit with large, colorful signs and
informative pamphlets that assure you that
in this very building, you will be getting the
DEAL of the century on your textbooks;
that compared to these books, Manhattan
was overpriced. And these millions of dol-
lars in advertising money are all spent in the
hopes that you’ll pay for your books with-
out noticing that you’ve just been ripped off
forwards, backwards, and sideways.

Of course, most everyone is familiar
with the legendary exorbitance of textbook
prices. But if you listen to the bookstore, it’s
everybody’s fault but its own. “Surpris-
ingly, high prices for textbooks do not mean
high profits for bookstores,” reads How
Textbooks Are Priced, a pamphlet available
in the bookstore’s entrance. “Publishers take
the biggest bite out of every textbook dollar
you spend.” By way of proof, the pamphlet
shows a picture of an actual dollar. The
price breakdown next to the dollar is quite
revealing, showing not only that the
bookstore’s markup is over 20% of the total
cost, but that 9% of that money (an amount
equal to the author’s royalties) goes to Tufts
for “academic programs, student activi-
ties.…” Couldn’t the price of books be
knocked down 10% so the students can
keep the money and decide on their own
what activities merit such expense? The

price breakdown then shows that the
bookstore’s take is a deceivingly pitiful
2.5% of each new textbook sale, and this
has to go toward “taxes, equipment, mainte-
nance, repairs, supplies, etc.,” before it gets
to keep a penny.

Isn’t the bookstore beginning to sound
like your weasel of a little brother, when he
broke Mom’s new lamp and blamed it on
everybody else? The bookstore seems con-
tent to finger everyone from the publisher to
the university, that is, everyone except it-
self. In one particularly outrageous attempt
to avoid blame, we get this informative
quote: “[The publishing companies] sell us

the books at a set cost (!) and also establish
the selling price we must follow.” So rather
than admit that, ultimately, the bookstore
sets the prices, it would accuse all textbook
publishers of the federal crime of price-
fixing? It seems so.

What you won’t even find mentioned
in any informative pamphlets, however, is
the “breakdown” of used book prices. This
one’s simple: all used books are sold at 75%
of the original cost, which all goes to the
bookstore. Minus, of course, what it pays
students for the books, but since the price of
used books is set so high (is there anywhere
else where you pay so much for used mer-
chandise?), they must really give you a lot
of money for your trade-ins, right?

Not so. The most that you’ll ever get for
a used book is 50%, which sounds fine, but
you won’t get it unless certain conditions
are met, according to the informative pam-
phlet How To Sell Your Books. The book
must be in good condition (although it is
apparent from the quality of the used books
for sale there that this is highly negotiable).
In addition, the store must not already have
a surplus of that textbook, there must not be
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a new edition out, and the books must be in
use next semester. This last one is the worst
since it requires the student to keep his
books for another semester before selling
them, hauling them from school to home
and back again. The odds of all four of these
criteria being met are slim, and the book-
store knows this. As a result, the “buy-
back” price ends up insultingly low while
the used sale price remains ridiculously
high. And even if it has to dole out 50%, the
bookstore still profits 25% of the original
selling price of the book year after year for
an absurdly minimal amount of effort on the
part of the store.

Unfortunately, the options other than
the campus bookstore are slim pickings
indeed, especially at Tufts. Yes, you can
find deep discounts on practically every

textbook in print at amazon.com and even
barnesandnoble.com, not to mention young
startups like ecampus.com, which you’ve
probably seen advertised on primetime tele-
vision this summer (It’s the ad with the
charming young gentleman belching the
alphabet). But before you can start ordering
books, you need to find out which books are
required, and the only place you can find
that information is – you guessed it – the
bookstore. They refuse to give out the infor-
mation over the phone, and by the time you
arrive on campus, you only have a day or
two before classes start, which isn’t any-
where near enough time to start hunting for
books on the internet. Resigned, and with
all the books you need staring you in the
face, you buy them right then and there, an
exploited victim of the bookstore’s mo-

nopoly over your academic needs.
More insulting to Tufts students is that

the Ivy League schools (that you really wanted
to attend) and the state schools (that you’ll
never admit you actually applied to), have
already registered with sites such as
ecampus.com. These schools have even pro-
vided the sites with course and textbook
information, allowing students at these uni-
versities to simply select their institution and
courses and have their books in the mail
within minutes. Isn’t it time Tufts tried some-
thing like this? The bookstore will probably
have the same conniption fit it did when
Tufts joined bookswap.com (which currently
lists a whopping thirty-two books being sold
by Tufts students). Such a move would ben-
efit all students right where Tufts as a whole
keeps hitting them: in their wallets. ❏

We didn’t know
college newspapers

were supposed
to suck.

For more information, call x77408 or e-mail source@sardonyx.tufts.edu

Sorry, we’re from
THE PRIMARY SOURCE...

THE PRIMARY SOURCE:
Truth and Two Staples
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The Source Files
TFA- Tufts Feminist Alliance
Alias: Testosterone Fearing Abortionists
Statement of Purpose: To increase sensitivity to
womyn’s issues, make the campus safer for females, and
promote appreciation of the unique contribution of
womyn to our heritage.
Plan of Action: To take back the night, hold vigils
encouraging abortion, and quit dating that guy who never
calls.
Weapons: The ever-popular campus safety whistle and a
vial of pepper spray.
Battle Cry: “Your overt masculinity is oppressing me!
Rapist!”

TMAV- Tufts Men Against Violence
Alias: They Must Avoid Virginity
Statement of Purpose: To promote non-violence
toward women, erase stereotypes of men as oppres-
sive, violent creatures.
Plan of Action: To organize a campus-wide pledge
to not rape, ooze sensitivity from every pore, and
get some nookie from appreciative womyn.
Weapons: Anti-rape petitions, bedside copies of
The Personalist Papers and Sarah MacLachlan
records
Battle Cry: “I feel your pain! I understand the
problems of your gender! Love me!”

The Tufts Daily
Aliases: Where You Read It First, Wall-to-Wall
Carpeting For Your Parakeet
Statement of Purpose: To keep Tufts abreast of
campus and national news.
Plan of Action: To provide sanctuary to leftist dogma,
carefully disguised as the Viewpoints section, and to
provide a handy paper wrapper for the Jumble.
Weapons: A tendency to publish far too often for
comfort, a bitter hatred of the world’s tree population.
Battle Cry: “Unitity!”

Coalition for Social Justice and Non-violence
Aliases: The Coalition, Those People Playing Dead
on the Patio
Statement of Purpose: To discourage violence,
encourage peace, and create awareness for op-
pressed peoples.
Plan of Action: Scheduling die-ins on the patio and
singing “Kumbaya” whenever someone stubs a toe.
Weapons: A 540-megaton nuclear warhead buried
under Oxfam Cafe, just in case.
Battle Cry: “Peace! Or else...”

The Tufts Observer
Aliases: Tufts’ Newspaper of Record, Tufts’ Jour-
nal of Unintentional  Humor, Dyslexics Anonymous
Statement of Purpose: To inform the campus of
the latest news, social events, and local activities.
Plan of Action: To deliver the news a week late,
with third-grade writing
and stick-figure cartoons.
Weapons: Grammar and layout skills approximat-
ing those of a chimpanzee, manifestos about door-
opening rituals.
Battle Cry: “The Oberver: Where you’ll read it if
you’re lucky.”

The Primary Source
Aliases: Tufts Journal of Conservative Thought,
Purveyors of Common Sense, Masters of Mirth
Statement of Purpose: To encourage political
debate and expound conservative values amidst
all this damn dirty hippie crap.
Plan of Action: To write, to inspire, to amuse,
to endure, or die trying.
Weapons: Razor-sharp wit, uncanny knowledge
of right and wrong, and love of liberty.
Battle Cry: Veritas Sine Dolo (Truth Without
Sorrow), Veritas et Fermentum (Truth and Beer)

At a top-secret nuclear testing site close to Roswell, New Mexico, government files have been kept from the public eye for years. The contents of these files, if
released, threaten to expose the devious activities of operatives located across the globe. Due to an “accident” at a nearby water treatment facility, the F.B.I.

was summoned to the area to investigate. For the first time, the contents of the files were discovered and exposed. Now, we are proud to display the contents of:

Trust No One Else: The Truth is In Here.
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Knowledge is the only fountain both of love and
the principles of human liberty.

—Daniel Webster

It is not best that we all should think alike, it is
differences of opinion that make horse races.

—Mark Twain

If we were directed from Washington when to
sow and when to reap, we should all want
bread.

—Thomas Jefferson

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us
well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend,
oppose any foe, to assure the survival and
success of liberty.

—John F. Kennedy

Restriction of free thought and free speech is
the most dangerous of all subversions. It is the
one un-American act that could most easily
defeat us.

—Justice William O. Douglas

The case vividly reminds every American how
sick the society is getting...the only way you
get change is to vote Republican.

—Newt Gingrich

People are more violently opposed to fur than
leather because it’s safer to harass rich women
than motorcycle gangs.

—Unknown

People who like this sort of thing will find this
the sort of thing they like.

—Richard Nixon

Unquestionably, there is progress. The average
American now pays out twice as much in taxes
as he formerly got in wages.

—H. L. Mencken

There are two types of people—those who come
into a room and say, ‘Well, here I am!’ and those
who come in and say, ‘Ah, there you are.’

— Frederick L Collins

Wise men talk because they have something to
say; fools, because they have to say something.

—Plato

I like to believe that people in the long run are
going to do more to promote peace than our
governments. Indeed, I think that people want
peace so much that one of these days
governments had better get out of the way and
let them have it.

—Dwight D. Eisenhower

Opportunity is missed by most people because
it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.

—Thomas Edison

Let us not look back in anger, nor forward in
fear, but around in awareness.

—James Thurber

Visible goodwill is the strongest negotiation
strategy. Don’t let somebody else determine
your behavior.

—Dr. S. U. Sunrei

The vast possibilities of our great future will
become realities only if we make ourselves
responsible for that future.

—Gifford Pinchot

We find comfort among those who agree with
us—growth among those who don’t.

—Frank A. Clark

Until you lose your reputation, you never realize
what a burden it was or what freedom really is.

—Margaret Mitchell

To be able to look forward toward the future
while standing in the shadow of the past is a
very special event.

—Madeline Albright

If we let intolerance of each other take
precedence and refuse to understand that we’re
all in the same boat called America, then we’re
going to face a very, very uncomfortable future
and - I think a potentially devastating future.

—Ben Nighthorse Campbell

We who are liberal and progressive know that
the poor are our equals in every sense except
that of being equal to us.

—Lionel Trilling

The great virtue of my radicalism lies in the fact
that I am perfectly ready, if necessary, to be
radical on the conservative side.

—Theodore Roosevelt

Do not be too moral. You may cheat yourself
out of much life so. Aim above morality. Be not
simply good; be good for something.

—Henry David Thoreau

If they laid all the coeds from Yale end to end...I
wouldn’t be surprised.

—Dorothy Parker

A government that is big enough to give you all
you want, is big enough to take it all away.

—Barry Goldwater

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you
want to test a man’s character, give him power.

—Abraham Lincoln

To make law’s that are targeted to a particular
group at the expense of the majority, is the
very tool that is dividing this great land. Laws
of a nation must to be for all it’s people, not
a select few.

—Daniel T. McGinley

Appreciation is a wonderful thing: It
makes what is excellent in others belong
to us as well.

—Voltaire

The world would have been better off if Karl
had just gone out and found himself a job.

—Karl Marx’s Mother

No drug, not even alcohol, causes the
fundamental ills of society. If we’re looking for
the sources of our troubles, we shouldn’t test
people for drugs, we should test them for
stupidity, ignorance, greed and love of power.

—P. J. O’Rourke


